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FOR THE RECORD 


Speaking Up When it Matters Most 


CANADIAN CHURCH LEADERS NEED TO KNOW THERE'S A PLACE FOR RELIGION IN PUBLIC LIFE. 


BY DAVID HARRIS 


en I was in college, there 
were two things you were 
not allowed to discuss 
at a formal meal before 
dessert: politics and religion. 

Well, OK, there were actually four 
things. A chivalry predating the co-ed 
institution also said you could not speak 
about a woman who was not present. 
And you couldn't talk about the pictures 
on the walls. I never did figure that one 
out. (And I won’t go into the method of 
public shaming for violators ....) 

In Canadian society, religion and 
politics are also the two things you don’t 
discuss at a party, at least not unless 
it’s election time, and even then. And 
religion? Never. 

What made me think of this were 
several articles in Britain’s The Economist. 

The magazine ran a column about 
the role of the church leaders in British 
society. It’s a piece that should resonate 
with Canadian Christians. 

The column argued that while church 
leaders are not reticent about attacking 
government policy, they tend to shy away 
from discussing God, at least in public. 
The column noted that when Margaret 
Thatcher was criticized for putting 
economic efficiency ahead of welfare, she 
replied that church is not about “social 
reforms and benefits” but about spiritual 
redemption and God. 

Pierre Trudeau had a similar view. His 
mantra was that “God and religion have 
nothing to do with public and political 
life.” And he defended that by asking the 
princes of the church how many votes 
they could deliver. 

Game, set and match. 

In Canada, it seems as if church 
leaders have never quite gotten over that, 
and discuss neither God nor politics in 
public. Oh, there have been a few United 
Church moderators who launched an 
occasional broadside, but when the 
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: WE NEED TO SHAKE ! 
OURSELVES AND STOP BEING | 
SHY ABOUT COMMENTING: 
ON OUR COMMON LIFE 
OR OUR FAITH 


church has been in the media, too often 
it’s been about sexual-moral issues, and 
too often the church’s own. 

Morals are not mostly about sex. 
Morals are about how we behave with our 
neighbours in the broadest sense. 

The Bible has relatively little to say 
about sex but a great deal to say about 
our common political life. It has a lot to 
say about economic disparity. It has a lot 
to say about injustice. It has a lot to say 
about creation and our role in it. 

Which brings me to the other articles 
in The Economist that pricked my interest. 
Not exactly known for its left-of-centre 
stance, the paper has exposed the federal 
government’s crime bill for the sham that 
it is. (As have most Canadian print media.) 

But it also notes that there has been 
little public outcry, indicating that 
Canadians appear to have been duped 
into thinking that their country is 
insecure. Or, as the justice minister said: 
the government “does not use statistics as 
an excuse not to get tough on criminals.” 


Translated: we don’t let facts get in the 
way of retribution. 

Not to mention the hugely increased 
costs that could go towards education 
and improving the wellbeing of our 
poorest citizens. 

Did I mention Attawapiskat? 

And the church’s voice? Any correction? 
Any challenge? 


Or what about the oil sands? 

I’m not suggesting the church should 
mount a wholesale opposition to their 
development, but their potential value to 
the economy cannot be the only factor in 
the equation. And, once again, it is in a 
pro-free-market publication that Canada 
is shamed internationally for abandoning 
Kyoto on a pretext. 

Don’t church leaders have anything 


to say? 
Or do they realize that their old, 
overbuilt, inefficient buildings that 


cost as much to heat as the ministries 
they undertake would expose them as 
hypocrites? 

If Christians are serious about their 
faith, and if they want others to take 
their faith seriously, then reading our 
cover story might be a start. It is full of 
challenges. 

We need to speak up about our God of 
love and faith and how He demands that 
we build a society based on principles of 
justice, fairness, income redistribution 
and generosity. 

We need to shake ourselves and 
stop being shy about commenting on 
our common life or our faith. They are 
inextricably linked. 

It’s time to change our old ways. And 
it’s time to speak up. @ 

Many blessings this new year, 


a yatrpeibes 
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Letters! 


write to.us 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. EMAIL US 
YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS ISSUE TO: 
LETTERS @PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


KENYA'S: DADAAB 
RERUGEE CAMP. 


Snubbing Secularism 
It is puzzling to me how, on the inside 
front page advertisement calling for 
readers to provide gift subscriptions of 
the Record, you would call it a “holiday 
gift” rather than a “Christmas gift.” 

Certainly a bona fide Christian 
publication should not fall into the trap 
of secularism and political correctness 
during this Christmas season. 

GEORGE MANSON, GRAND FORKS, B.C. 


Re Sola Scriptura, November 

In an otherwise excellent feature, we 
were very disappointed with the use of 
the abbreviation CE in Theology 101 in 
the November issue. 

Why was AD (Anno Domini) not 
used in the article? 

We suggest the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada adopt a policy of using AD 
whenever historical dates are needed 
along with BC for earlier years. 

ELAINE AND GORDON LOVATT, WINNIPEG 


Dig Deeper 
Re Good News at PWS&D, 
News, November 

The November issue of the Record 
had a number of excellent articles, 
and I’m not just saying that because of 
Nicole Reid’s article on The Year of the 
Bible! Thank you. 


But I was a little nervous to read at 
the bottom of the article about PWS&D 
that material in it had come partly from 
the Prime Minister of Canada’s website. 
My favourite commentator on inter- 
national issues is Robert Fisk of The 
Independent. He complains often about 
the tendency for news organizations 
to rely on government spokespeople 
as they provide “information” to the 
public about such events as wars. Fisk 
warns that governments have all sorts 
of agendas besides informing us of 
what’s really going on. 

I appreciate that the Record is not 
in a position to send people very far 
in quest of the “real story” behind our 
government’s promises about foreign 
aid. It might be good to do (and maybe 
you have done) a bit of checking on, for 
example, how much of that promised 
$1.1 billion is “new money” and what 
assurances there are that the money will 
actually go where it has been promised. 

MARK WARD, DUNNVILLE, ONT. 


Editor responds: Agreed, Mr. Ward. But 
in this case, since the details surrounding 
the announcement from CIDA had not yet 
been set in stone, neither the government 
or PWS&D would say anything other than 
what was found on the PMO’s website. 
Once the details are finalized and > 
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~~ Front Letters 


fee Pontius’ Puddle 


LI DECIDED TO STOP 
PRAYING FOR HOMILITY 
AND COMPASSION 


released, we will carry an update in our 
news section, with further information 
and comment. 


Respect the Back Rows 
Re Pontius Puddle, November 
While reading the November issue, 
I could not find the humour in the 
Pontius Puddle comic. It has a pastor 
quipping that the back row of his 
church is filled with life forms that have 
“long since been fossilized and inac- 
tive.” It seems to me the back rows of 
most Presbyterian churches are filled 
with life forms whose work and dedi- 
cation and taith are the cornerstone 
of all our activities. I know this is just 
a two-block comic strip but I think the 
back rows of our churches deserve more 
respect from the Record. 
DOROTHY MACLELLAN, THORBURN, N.S. 


DON'T THINK 
| PRAYER ? 


Not the Sins of Sunday School 
Re Beyond Sunday School Faith, 
November 

Although I’m sure it was inadvertent, 
your editorial came across as a disservice 
to Sunday school. I don’t subscribe to the 
Jesuits’ Counter-Reformation approach 
of ‘Give me the child and the church 
will get the man,’ but Sunday school 
does meet a vital need of children and 
so of Christianity. I recollect enjoying 
the stories about the Old Testament 
warriors but the stories about Jesus were 
different. Probably because we were 
told and shown how Jesus, like our 
parents, cared for us. See, this we could 
easily relate to because a child’s whole 
life rotates around the love of his or 
her parents and this is the real point of 
Sunday school. A child can grow up to 
be straight and honest without algebra 


ul 


Please note our advertising 
deadlines for upcoming issues 


March 2012 issue — by January 15, 2012 
April 2012 issue — by February 15,2012 
May 2012 issue — by March 15, 2012 
Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 


fax: 905-833-2116 
email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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BECAUSE YOU 
GOD ANSWERS 


NO, BECAUSE 
T‘M AFRAID l 
GOD MIGHT! 


wood *SNnTtjUod © 


or geography but not without love. For 
me in recollection, Sunday school did 
the job, although I didn’t understand 
this at the time and didn’t need to. It is 
true that the young child doesn’t pass 
Christianity through a rational filter— 
thank the Good Lord! You conclude 
from this that most Christians believe 
that they learned all they need to know 
about Christianity in Sunday school 
and make no further attempt to grow in 
faith. But even if this were true, which 
I doubt, it isn’t the lack of theology or 
of rational thinking that makes us “rail 
in ignorance against a perceived evil,” 
which lack you seem to think is the 
hallmark of today’s fundamentalists. It 
was inquisitors trained in theology at 
universities who burned women at the 
stake over 400 years ago. 

You quote St. Paul about childhood 
but Paul also said to the Corinthians 
“Where is the one who is wise? ... Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world?” Unless Paul is contradict- 
ing himself, I think he was referring in 
the first to the need for people to mature 
from being self-centred like a child, to 
extending love outside of themselves. In 
the second he was taking aim at Greek 
philosophy. Later, this did became a 
platform for Christian theology—st. 
Augustine held Plato’s idealism in high 
regard while St. Thomas Aquinas favoured 
Aristotle and Neoplatonism. This philos- 
ophy was woven into Christian theology 
and remains today in Roman Catholic, 
Anglican and Reformed teaching. 


This determination to prove the 
truth of Christianity by reason led to 
further development of the “fissure 
over leaders (Peter, Paul, Apollos, 
Jesus)” that you cite, into that of 
numbers of different communities of 
faith in the early church cited by Dr. 
Thomson on page 18. 

How then is the secular liberal 
democratic world to be reconciled to 
Christianity in our post-Enlighten- 
ment day? Thomas Jefferson thought 
he had found the answer with his 
famous or infamous scissors, Bishop 
Shelby Spong in his sins of the scrip- 
tures and Marcus Borg in his condem- 
nation of the narrow beliefs of the 
fundamentalists. Each of these, by 
passing Christianity through the filter 
of post-Enlightenment reason, ended 
up with a pale, anemic Jesus irreconcil- 
able to Jesus of the gospels and with a 
god reduced to a notion in deism. 

As a footnote, you ask what it 
was like for Mary and Joseph and the 
shepherds. For Joseph and the shep- 
herds this would be mere self-serving 
speculation because of the lack of 
hard data. The Church did more than 
speculate about Mary and its conclu- 
sions remain with us in Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic doctrine. Mel Gibson 
tried to speculate about Mary and 
brought nothing on himself but grief 
from many quarters. I think it is admi- 
table, ‘to reflect*2? “on, ountiaith Pe 
but if this is equated to rationalizing 
our faith to conform to today’s secular 
liberal democracy, then look out for 
confusion! I prefer Jesus’ solution of 
“render unto Caesar ...” 

The polestar of Christianity is in 
Jesus who said: “whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child will never enter it” (Mark 10:15). 
Obviously, he isn’t telling us to remain 
a child but he is saying after you have 
reached the kingdom by experiencing 
the love and compassion of God, he 
will show you how to use your intel- 
lect and reason. I live by that and I’m 
still able to take advantage of the fruits 
of the God-given scientific method, 
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both materially and_ intellectually, 
while hopefully at the same time 
recognizing its pitfalls. 

Sonn Editor stheys problem 
Christianity has in this secular human- 
istic world of ours is not attributable 
to the sins of Sunday school—you will 
have to look elsewhere. 

W. DUTHIE, AURORA, ONT. 


Thank You! 
Re We Must Share Our Stories, Letters, 
December 

Just a quick note to say thank 
you for publishing my letter in 
the December issue. I love the way 
this magazine connects us across 
our wonderful country and indeed 
throughout the world. 

A woman named Kit (Hunt) Scott 
whom I met in 1969 (that’s 42 years 
ago!) saw my letter and reconnected 
with me. How nice is that?! 

We both lived in Clinton, Ont., at 
the time and she is now a member 
at St. Andrew’s, Fergus, Ont., while I 
am in Winchester. When she saw my 
letter she wrote me and we have now 
connected and have been able to 
share our “hyphen” or “dash” with 
each other. Hopefully we’ll get to see 
each other in the coming year. I just 
wanted to express my gratitude for 
facilitating this reunion. 

JANET CLAPP, WINCHESTER, ONT 
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LETTERS HAVE BEEN EDITED 

to allow more voices to be shared. 
The full text is available on our web- 
site, along with comments at the 
end of numerous articles. 


Join the conversation! 
PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


Evangel Hall Mission 


COMPASSIONATE HEARTS 
VALENTINE DINNER & DANCE 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2012-6PM 


Palais Royal Ballroom 


1601 Lake Shore Boulevard West 
Toronto, ON 


Evangel Hall Mission would be 
honoured if you would join us for 
the 4th Annual Compassionate 
Hearts Valentine Dinner & Dance 
benefitting ehm’s free medical 
and dental clinic for the homeless 
and disadvantaged of Toronto. 


Music will be provided by 

Little Peter and the Elegants 
and our master of ceremonies is 
Mr. Anthony Farnell of Global 
Television. 


Tickets are $150 per guest if 
purchased prior to January 15th 
and $175 per guest thereafter. 
60% of the price is tax deductible. 
Tables of eight are $1,200. 


To order your tickets, please 
visit our website at 
www.evangelhall.ca or call 
416-504-3563 ex. 231. 


Thank you for your support 
of our health and dental clinic. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 
552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 
Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR-0001 
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~~ Front Pop Christianity 


Suffer the Ninety-Nine 


HAVE A FAITHFUL NEW YEAR. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


here has been much debate 
about the purpose and mean- 
ing of the loosey-goosey Occupy 
movement, as a wide array of folk 
tented down in major cities against the 
unfair balance of power and wealth 
held by only one per cent of the popu- 
lation. (Mathematics may not be their 
strongest suit; the number is symbolic.) 
There have been (as I write this in 
early November) a death at Occupy 
Vancouver and violence at various 
other sites; but in Toronto, the pro- 
test was mostly peaceful and civil. 
The makeshift tent-city was located 
at St. James Park, which is co-owned 
by the city and St. James’ Cathedral. 
The website Torontoist.com makes an 
interesting account of the park’s his- 
tory, from which I crib the following: 
St. James’ was Toronto’s first church 
and soon became “one of the most 
important centres of public life in a 
fiercely Protestant English colony. 
Soon, it would be the religious centre 
for all of Upper Canada ...” The first 
bishop was the Scottish-born John 
Strachan, who arrived “just as the 
War of 1812 was breaking out.” The 
Americans invaded, and despite an 
impressive push-back during the battle 
of York, managed to make it into the 
town, where they did the stuff invad- 
ing armies have done for centuries. 
Strachan “rode his black horse up 
onto the steps of the church, black 
cloak billowing out behind him, and 
launched a tirade against the invad- 
ers with the full force of his impres- 
Sive personality.” Strachan became a 
local hero; “[s}]oon he was the undis- 
puted leader of the rich, Protestant, 
American-hating, and monarchy-lov- 
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ing conservatives who ran the town.” 

That is some mighty personality, 
and according to the article, Strachan 
did not always use it for good. He was 
aligned with the power structures 


THE CHURCH HAS 
SOUGHT ITS OWN 
SURVIVAL OVER THE 
YEARS BY SPEAKING 
POWER TO TRUTH 


of the growing community. And he 
used his power to keep all dissenters 
at a distance. Plaques in St. James Park 
remember two men—Robert Gourlay 
and Francis Collins—who dared to 
speak truth to power. The first was 
banished from Upper Canada; the 
other jailed. 

Another) ~ Scot, = William?» Lyon 
Mackenzie, became Strachan’s loud- 
est. critic;= especially garter’ Ones Of 
Strachan’s protegés, Samuel Peters 
Jarvis, destroyed his printing press. 
Jarvis was from a wealthy and power- 
ful family; he did well in life, even sur- 
viving a murder charge. He had a near 


comeuppance later when he _ was 
forced to repay the monies he pil- 
fered as head of the 19th-century ver- 
sion of Indian Affairs. (That’s a whole 
other story of corruption.) Mackenzie 
is credited with giving name to Jarvis 
and his lot: he called them the Family 
Compact. The current protestors refer 
to them as the One Per Cent. 

Fittingly, perhaps, the Toronto tent- 
city stood on the mass graves of thou- 
sands of the Ninety-Nine Per Cent who 
died during the 1830s cholera out- 
break, while the rich fled town. (Francis 
Collins was horrified by the deaths and 
the dismissive ways they were buried.) 

While it is true the church has com- 
forted many sick and needy and done 
other great things, the lure of power 
has always been an undoing. Enabling 
the rich and powerful has been a part 
of its history. The church has sought 
its own survival over the years by 
speaking power to truth. (Don’t be too 
smug; Presbyterians also have a his- 
tory of siding with power.) 

So, I contend it is a great thing the 
church has lost its cultural and politi- 
cal cachet. We have nothing to be 
greedy about. The rich and the power- 
ful are no longer interested in siding 
with us to maintain their hold. We are 
free to be faithful. The current dean of 
St. James’ Cathedral writes on its web- 
site: We share ... “the protesters’ mes- 
sage of justice and equality.” 

Or as Jesus probably would have 
said: “Suffer the ninety-nine; do not 
forbid them.” 

Have a fantastically faithful 2012. = 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s managing 
editor. He is currently on sabbatical. 


FAIZ PORTRAIT BY WESLEY BATES/THREEINABOX.COM 


Faith leaders gathered at the Presbyterian Church’s national offices to renew their commitments to address HIV/AIDS. 
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Faith Leaders Tackle Stigma 


- Associated with HIV 


INTERNATIONAL GATHERING HELD AT CHURCH OFFICES JUST PRIOR TO WORLD AIDS DAY. 


BY CONNIE WARDLE 


FAITH LEADERS FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE 
gathered at the church’s national offices 
in Toronto to examine their responses 
to HIV and AIDS as the international 
effort to end the epidemic seems to 


be teetering on the verge of continued 
success or a backslide. 

The three-day November gathering 
was a follow-up to an_ international 
summit held March 2010 in the Nether- 


lands, which aimed to increase collabo- 
ration among high-level faith leaders 
as they responded to HIV and AIDS. In 
addition to producing a statement, the 
multi-faith group crafted a pledge of 
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PY) news Community 


According to a report released by UNAIDS for World AIDS Day 
on Dec. 1, more people are able to access treatment for HIV 
and as a result fewer are dying of causes related to AIDS 


commitment requiring signatories to be 
accountable to each other in their own 
responses to HIV, and to report back 
every 18 months beginning in Nov. 2011. 
The summit and follow-up meeting were 
organized by the Ecumenical Advo- 
cacy Alliance, which represents 80 faith 
groups worldwide. 

The meeting brought hopeful news 
about the effort to end the epidemic, 
and generated renewed commitment to 
ongoing struggles against stigma. 

“The good news is that new infec- 
tions and deaths are decreasing,” Sally 
Smith, program advisor with the United 
Nations’ AIDS department, told the 
Record. “We have a wide package of 
prevention measures that are effective. 
We've also discovered this year that 
treatment is highly effective as a form of 
prevention.” 

HIV-positive people who take 
antiretroviral medication to suppress 
the virus are 96 per cent less likely to 
transmit the infection to an uninfected 
partner according to results of a medical 
study released in 2011 by the US. 
National Institute of Allergy and Infec- 
tious Diseases. 

With an additional push in_ its 
response, the world could see signifi- 
cant reductions in the spread of HIV, the 
virus that causes AIDS, according to Peter 
Prove, executive director of the Ecumen- 
ical Advocacy Alliance. Yet global finan- 
cial support seems to be falling. 

The Board of the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
announced in November it would 
cancel its 11th round of funding due to 
a shortage of funds, meaning services 
currently financed will continue but it 
will offer no new funds to scale up the 
response until at least 2014. 

“Despite the quite positive recom- 
mitment at the political level by the 
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international community as expressed 
in New York in June [at the UN General 
Assembly High Level Meeting on AIDS, 
which crafted ambitious targets to be 
achieved by 2015], the reality is that we 
see a continuing and rather serious drift 
in financial support for those political 
commitments,” Prove said. “So at this 
moment, at this precise moment when we 
suddenly have the means of addressing 
HIV from a scientific and medical point 
of view—we have the means within our 
hands of ending HIV—at that precise 
moment the funding stops. And we put 
at risk all the gains, which are significant, 
that have been made.” 

According to a report released by 
UNAIDS for World AIDS Day on Dec. 1, 
more people are able to access treatment 
for HIV and as a result fewer are dying 
of causes related to AIDS. Of the 14.2 
million people eligible for antiretroviral 
medication in low- and middle-income 
countries, almost SO per cent (6.6 million) 
were accessing it in 2010. An estimated 
2.5 million deaths have been averted in 
these countries since 1995. 

This also means there are more people 
than ever living with HIV—an estimated 
34 million worldwide. Many of them face 
stigma and discrimination because of 
their status, and must deal with miscon- 
ceptions about the virus. 

Swami Techer Advayananda, a 
Hindu monk from Arsha Vidya Ashram 
in Reunion Island, said he kept his HIV- 
positive status a secret from everyone 
except his family for 18 years. But two 
years ago he decided to proclaim it publi- 
cally, so as a religious leader he could 
better help others. 

“There is so much stigma, so much 
misunderstanding, so much ignorance 
also about HIV everywhere in the world,” 
he told the Record. “And sometimes 
having a religious man or woman who 


knows directly what it is to have HIV may 
be able to offer counseling or advice, and 
would be heard.” 

But his own faith community has not 
always shared his view. 

“I noticed that I used to be invited 
to temples in Reunion, and the doors 
closed. So there was no more inviting me. 
I understood. But at the same time, doors 
of big international organizations opened 
widely for me.” 

Other faith communities have felt 
the issue of HIV and AIDS did not affect 
them, since it was often associated with 
people who were rarely seen in a church 
pew: drug users, sex workers, and men 
who have sex with men. 

Bishop Gerry Seale, executive general 
of the Evangelical Association of the 
Caribbean, did a survey of church-going 
young people (mostly between 12 and 
20), first in his native Barbados and then 
in other Caribbean countries, to find 
out how many knew they were already 
HIV-positive. The reported rates among 
young people in the church proved to 
be comparable to or higher than the 
national prevalence rates. 

“That has opened the door for me 
to have a much greater dialogue with 
the church leadership about sexu- 
ality, about HIV and about the issues 
around HIV. ... We need to move our 
community from [thinking about] 
‘them’ out there somewhere who have 
HIV to" (as Singhere:% 

“Giving a sermon to a person who 
is already positive is not going to cure 
him,” said Prof. Akhtarul Wasey of 
Zakir Husain Institute of Islamic Studies 
in New Delhi, India. “He needs an atti- 
tude of compassion, care and consider- 
ation. He needs medicine. There’s the 
basic thing.” = 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s staff writer. 
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Violence Reaches Doors 

of Presbyterian College 

A CLASH BETWEEN POLICE and demon- 
strators at Montreal’s McGill Univer- 
sity was too close to home for staff and 
residents of the Presbyterian College. 

Violence erupted Nov. 10 when riot 
police deployed against a large crowd 
of students and supporters protesting 
tuition hikes at an administration 
building near the college. 

“{P]rotesters moved and/or were 
pushed east where violent confronta- 
tions between police and protesters 
occurred immediately in front of 
and around our building,” Rev. Dr. 
John Vissers, principal of Presbyte- 
tian College, wrote in a submission to 
Daniel Jutras, dean of the university’s 
faculty of law. Jutras was in charge of an 
investigation into the events. Vissers, 
who was not on campus at the time, 
based the submission on the report of 
the college’s dean of residence. 

“Significant numbers of police 
from the riot squad were present on 
our property. Student protesters who 
sought refuge inside our building 
were pepper-sprayed. McGill students 
housed in our residence and Presbyte- 
rian College students, faculty, and staff 
felt threatened. Thankfully, it appears 
that no one was seriously hurt; and 
there does not appear to be any signifi- 
cant damage to property.” 

The police presence on campus 
seems to have begun earlier in the day, 
when campus security called police to 
help dislodge protestors occupying the 
offices of the principal and provost in 
the James Administration Building. 
A number of police on bicycles were 
allegedly pushed off campus by the 
large crowd that had gathered outside. 
The university insists it had no part in 
summoning the riot squad to deal with 
the protestors. # —CW 


Known to locals as “the pink church,” St. Andrew’s in Hamilton, Bermuda, is a charge 
within the Presbyterian Church in Canada and is a part of the presbytery of West Toronto. 


Protest Chaplains Update 
INA GROWING NUMBER of cities world- 
wide, law enforcers have dismantled 
the tent cities of protesters who had 
been occupying public spaces to pro- 
test corporate control of western de- 
mocracy. As protesters seek ways to re- 
main viable without their permanent 
encampments, they are still supported 
by the protest chaplains, an interfaith 
group of pastors, seminary students 
and other men and women who feel 
called to walk with the occupiers. 
Rafael Vallejo, pastor at Queen 
Street East, Toronto, has been active 
with the Occupy Toronto protest chap- 
lains since the group was formed in 
October. When Toronto’s tent city was 
removed from St. James Park on Nov. 
23, he and fellow chaplain Rev. Alexa 
Gilmour acted as mediators between 
police and protesters. They also nego- 
tiated for permission to stay with the 
11 protesters who were arrested as they 


were taken into custody, processed, 
and later released. 

Protesters continue to organize 
events, both in cities where encamp- 
ments still exist and in cities where 
they have been removed. These 


events include demonstrations, 
movie nights, flash mobs, committee 
meetings, general assemblies and 


panel discussions. The protest chap- 
lains also continue their ministry, 
each group adapting its support to the 
needs of protesters in its area. “Faith 
and Occupy” meetings are being held 
at local and national levels to discern 
the future of the protest chaplain 
ministry. m—EW 


Bermuda Minister Joins 
Toronto Presbytery Meeting 
REV. JOHN FRASER has generally been 
forgiven for skipping presbytery meet- 
ings. More than 1,700 km—a good 
chunk of them covered by the » 
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Atlantic Ocean—stand between his 
church and the rest of the presbytery. 
But at the October 2011 meeting, he 
joined his fellow presbyters without 
leaving home. 

Using the popular videoconfer- 
encing program Skype, Fraser was able 
to see and be seen among members 
of the West Toronto presbytery. All 
it took was a pair of laptops—one in 
Toronto and one in his home office 
in Hamilton, Bermuda—and a wire- 
less internet connection in the church 
where the meeting took place. 

It was only the second time Fraser 
had been able to participate in pres- 
bytery since he was called to St. 
Andrew’s in Hamilton, Bermuda, in 
August 2009. 

Known locally as the “pink 
church”—for pink it is—St. Andrew’s is 
the only non-Canadian church in the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

“Tt was different being a member of 
presbytery from over a thousand miles 
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away,” Fraser told the Record from his 
office. There were some glitches, he 
noted, including a time lag that seemed 
to turn his “yes” votes into “no” votes 
by transmitting the image of his raised 
hand only after the moderator had 
called for “those opposed.” But he 
found a low tech solution: writing 
“ves” and “no” on pieces of paper and 
raising those instead. 

Yet the experience was so positive, 
the presbytery has decided to do some- 
thing unprecedented. A worship service 
at the March meeting, which includes 
communion, is to be led by Fraser and 
“hosted” by St. Andrew’s via Skype. 

Fraser said the plan for March 
involves more work than _ previous 
meetings, as he and members of the 
congregation intend to set up cameras 
in the sanctuary. The service will feature 
the St. Andrew’s choir, and a minister 
will help administer communion in 
Toronto as he presides in Hamilton. 

“We want to do it in a way that’s 
meaningful,” he said. “We’re not just 
playing with computers here; we’re 
conducting a worship service and the 
sacrament of Holy Communion. 

“Tf it goes over well, it’ll open a lot 
of doors. It brings a spirit of closeness; 
we're not as far away as we sometimes 
think we are.” 

The question of whether a minister 
can conduct communion from afar 
via webcam or a program like Skype 
without another minister present with 
the congregation is being examined 
by the committee on church doctrine, 
and will eventually be presented to 
General Assembly. m —CW 


News from the Life 

and Mission Agency 

THE THREE-DAY NOVEMBER MEETING 
of the Life and Mission Agency brought 
committee members up to date on the 
work of its various departments, as 
well as the Women’s Missionary and 
Atlantic Mission Societies. 

e The committee granted a request 
from the amalgamated office of Cana- 
dian Ministries/The Vine to shorten its 
name to Canadian Ministries. Although 


the double name “functioned well 
during the transition period to assure 
the denomination that the responsibil- 
ities of the Vine continued,” the office’s 
report noted, it proved cumbersome. 

e The funds already set aside for 
a pilot employee assistance program 
should be enough to extend the project 
into a third year, the Ministry and 
Church Vocations office announced. 
The program, which launched Sept. 
1, 2010, offers professional church 
workers and their families confiden- 
tial psychological and social support, 
counseling, and referral services. The 
contract with the service provider, 
Sheppell.fgi, has been extended until 
the end of Aug. 2013. The service is 
paid for with funds from the sustaining 
pastoral excellence fund, which was 
established in Nov. 2009. 

¢ Building on the success of their 
May 2011 Women’s Conference, the 
WMS reported plans to hold another 
national conference in 2014. That year 
will also mark the society’s 100th anni- 
versary. The group has also decided 
to shorten this year’s May council 
meeting by one day and shift it to a 
weekend instead of holding it during 
the week. 

e Following an evaluation, the 
church has renewed its internship 
program with the Waterloo-based 
peace organization Project Plough- 
shares for another three years. The 
yearly eight-month internships offered 
to university graduates are funded by 
undesignated bequests. The newest 
peace and security intern is expected 
to begin work this September. 

e The Communications office is 
working to replace the current dona- 
tion system used on the Presbyterian.ca 
website with a simpler, more secure one 
which is better able to handle complex 
donations such as Presbyterian World 
Service and Development’s Gifts of 
Change projects. Online donations have 
reached the $250,000 mark. Although 
there is no official launch date for the 
new system or a reworked version of 
Presbyterian.ca, both are expected to 
appear early this year. s—CW 


General Assembly: 


Assembly Council Discusses 
GA, Future and Funds 

THE ASSEMBLY COUNCIL spent a large 
portion of its November meeting in 
visioning work. In helping the Vision 
and Mission Committee in its quest 
to garner as many ideas about the 
church’s future as possible, the Coun- 
cil split into groups and brainstormed 
about what the PCC could and should 
be. Images about partnerships, authen- 
ticity, inclusivity, and service surfaced 
repeatedly. 

Council also split into groups to 
discuss the days and design of General 
Assembly. It was agreed that all board 
and committee reports to the 2012 
assembly will follow a consent agen- 
da—a process whereby certain recom- 
mendations are grouped together and 
passed all at once. Commissioners may 
ask that any recommendation be de- 
bated separately. The consent agenda 
was given a trial run last year. 

The schedule of the 2012 assembly 
will also be different, commencing 
on Sunday and ending Thursday 
at noon. A proposed schedule was 
passed, whereby (among other things) 
informal, job fair-style briefing groups 
will be held on Sunday afternoon, 
Monday morning will be devoted to 
an orientation for the entire assembly, 
and a regular business sederunt will 
commence Monday afternoon. The 
local planning committee is able to 
alter the schedule if needed. 

The church's finances continue to be 
a concern. As of June 2013, the church 
will need a $3-million increase in contri- 


Moderator Nominees Announced 


There will be five names on the ballot for moderator of the church's 138th 


Rev. John Borthwick of St. Andrew's, Guelph, Ont. 

Rev. Peter Bush of Westwood, Winnipeg 

Rev. Gordon Haynes of the Life and Mission Agency in Toronto 

Rev. Dr. Andrew Johnston of St. Andrew's, Ottawa 

Rev. Dr. John Vissers, principal of the Presbyterian College in Montreal. 


Ballots were sent to presbyteries in December 2011, and votes will be tallied on April 2. 
The new moderator will be inducted at assembly, which begins June 3 in Oshawa, Ont. 


butions to maintain its operating budget. 
The finance committee is currently 
looking at the issue, and more informa- 
tion will come to assembly in June. 


Council decided to retain the 
church’s missionary residence, a 
50-year-old, 12-unit apartment 


building located close to church offices 
and used mainly to house missionaries 
on furlough. A proposal to sell the 
building and buy three new condo- 
miniums that would need less main- 
tenance was denied. A new motion 
asking that the committee examine 
property management of the building 
and rental of the units was carried. 
Council debated at length about 
directing funds left by George van 


Community news 


Beek, benefactor of the Experimental 
Fund, to that fund following his death 
last January, or to the church’s undes- 
ignated bequests. Van Beek originally 
left his estate to the fund in a will 
drawn up in 1984. However, a will 
created 20 years later said the money 
would be an undesignated bequest to 
the PGc: 

According to a policy endorsed 
by Assembly Council in 2004, undes- 
ignated bequests siphon portions of 
the monies to the church’s operating 
fund, a bequest stabilization fund, the 
colleges, and the five funds handled 
by the Life and Mission Agency. The 
remainder (the total amount of the 
estate is anticipated to be around $1 
million) is then directed to wherever 
the Assembly Council deems fit. 

Not wanting to try to interpret what 
van Beek intended, Council endorsed 
the exact wording of the latest will, 
directing the money to undesignated 
bequests. 

The fund’s name will change to 
the Avondbloem Experimental Fund of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada, as 
requested by van Beek. Monies in the 
fund currently sit at $553,000, and are 
used to support new and unique proj- 
ects within the church. = —AM 
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Canadian Forces Chaplains: 
Called to Serve 


Would you like to serve in a uniquely exciting, 
rewarding and meaningful ministry? Join the 
Canadian Forces Chaplaincy, a multi-faith, 
team approach ministry that provides pastoral 
care and spiritual support to Canadian Forces 
members and their families. 


Aumdniers des Forces canadiennes : 
appelés a servir 


Désirez-vous servir au sein d’un ministere 
spécialement passionnant, enrichissant et utile ? 
Joignez-vous aux services de |’auménerie des 
Forces canadiennes, un ministere interreligieux 
axé sur le travail d’équipe qui pourvoit aux 
besoins pastoraux des membres des Forces 


canadiennes et de leurs familles et leur offre 


For more information contact the, 


Chaplain Recruiting Officer at 
(613) 943-7015 or (613) 995-0616, 
or visit the recruiting website at 


_ forces.ca/en/job/chaplain-55 


un soutien spirituel. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, 
veuillez contacter 


Vaumonier officier du recrutement au 
(613) 943-7015 et (613) 995-0616, 


ou visitez le site web du recrutement a 


orces.ca/fr/job/aumonier-55 


Canad 
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Sanctuary Off Limits 


BUT ST. GILES, OTTAWA, FINDS HOPE AND RENEWAL AMIDST CHANGE. 


BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


hen: the’ “Presbytery © ‘of 
Ottawa locked the doors to 
the sanctuary at St. Giles, 


Ottawa, to “discipline” the warring 
congregation, the secular press jumped 
on the unique measure, saying the 
congregation had been “sent to its 
room,” forcing the faithful to worship 
in the church basement. 

But they missed out on the main 
story: That those worship services now 
held in the church hall—or, yes, the 
basement—are filled with laughter, 
fellowship, and honest discussion about 
what lies ahead. St. Giles members aren’t 
mourning their temporary loss; rather, 
they are discovering and welcoming new 
voices to the table, and talking about 
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how great things might be. 

“There is a genuine excitement, a 
real lightness of being right now, and 
it’s catching,” said interim moderator, 
Rev. Wayne Menard. “We have a Sunday 
school for the first time in years. We 
have university students who come on a 
regular basis. Leadership has popped up. 
The elders who remained on session who 
had been silenced are now speaking, and 
what a wonderful sound!” 

The root of the divisions is not unique 
in congregations across the church: that 
of tradition vs. change. 

The most recent arguments were 
seemingly buoyed by the arrival of 
Rev. Ruth Houtby in 2006, who had a 
community-building leadership style 
that was, according to Menard, “very 
different” from the male ministers the 
congregation had called in the past. 

A group of four long-serving elders 
complained loudly to presbytery, even 
managing to get other members on their 
side. Presbytery ruled their complaints 
unfounded. 

Houtby eventually left St. Giles, 
and following other interim solutions 
and various committee reports, Menard 
arrived on May 1, 2011. It wasn’t 
long before the same group of elders 
complained about him. 

Presbytery stood fast in their decision 
to station Menard at St. Giles. He is also 
a chaplain at nearby Carleton University. 

“There was a group within the congre- 
gation who had lost their voice,” said 
Menard. “And there was a small contin- 
gent of session who held all the power. 
The fuss came when they were told they 
could no longer hold that power. 

“Some of the eldership had ceased to be 
the church for others. They were the church 
for themselves, and it just wasn’t working.” 

When the congregation still couldn’t 
get along, presbytery decided “with 
profound regret” to make the sanctuary 


off limits—a powerful symbol showing 
the congregation that the church is not 
its building. A closing worship service 
was held Nov. 20, and presbytery hopes 
to hold a celebratory re-opening worship 
once members prove they’re ready to 
move back in. 

“One of the deepest divisions has been 
over the sanctuary, and what it should be 
like,” said Rev. James T. Hurd, presbytery 
clerk. “[T]he sanctuary was not a place of 
refuge and worship, but a place of argu- 
ment ... So presbytery decided they need 
a period of time during which we pray 
fervently that healing and reconciliation 
will take place.” 

One of the elders was removed by 
presbytery, and others have stepped 
back. Assessor elders and a support 
committee have been appointed. 

About 50 people attend the breakfast 
and cosy worship now being held in the 
church hall—the first of which was on 
the first Sunday of Advent. 

“The irony is, that the very things 
Ruth was criticized and chastised for 
are now being realized in worship,” said 
Menard. “Ruth is still a beloved minister 
of the church and of this congrega- 
tion, and we’re honouring her by doing 
exactly what she wanted us to do. 

“The future looks brighter and 
brighter with each Advent candle lit 
and each face that returns,” said Sharon 
Stewart, an elder for 10 years. “I believe 
that those who wish to worship together 
will be there and those who cannot will 
hopefully and prayerfully find a place 
where they will be comforted.” 

“T think there is a message here and 
it is this: When the liberating Spirit of 
Christ in his church is allowed some 
freedom, anything can happen,” said 
Menard. @ 


Amy MacLachlan is the Record’s acting 
managing editor. 
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TOYS 

Isaac Bros. Bobbleheads hasn’t been around that long but 
| hope they have a good future ahead of them. Sighting 
Genesis 21:6, “God has brought me laughter and everyone 
who hears about this will laugh with me” as their battle cry, 
Isaac Bros. gives us some truly wonderful little toys. The 
company produces a vast array of silly Bible bobbleheads 
including Moses, Noah, Esther, Samson, Daniel and my 
personal favourite, John the Baptist. Now it’s true some 
might find these kinds of toys offensive and hey, everybody 
has a different since of humour, but what’s best about 

this company is that they really mean to bring the Bible 

to life. Each bobblehead comes with a foldout comic that 
illustrates the life of these Bible heroes. In the end, they 
hope to make collecting Bible-based toys as popular as 
collecting athletic cards. 

isaacbros.com 


SCOTCH 

Arran is a fairly well known name in the world of scotch. 
Being established very recently (1995) hasn’t seemed to 
hold them back at all. But what makes this brand unique? 
Well, it’s all in the name. The company has a line of Robert 
Burns single malts. Now that’s nothing new. A lot of brands 
have tried that card before and quite frankly, Burns was from 
Kilmarnock (like Johnnie Walker) but Arran boasts the first 
brand “officially endorsed” by the World Burns Federation. 
Now in my humble opinion, scotch should always be dark, 
cask strength and smell heavily of peat but if you’re one of 
those silly people who like it very light and very smooth, you 
might give this one a try. 

arranwhisky.com 


STORYTELLING 

For some reason, we Christians really love to teach our 

kids some of the most terrifying stories in the Bible. What 
Sunday school curriculum would be complete without Noah’s 
Ark or Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego being thrown into 
the fiery furnace? Well now there’s help. If you're going to 
teach “the whole counsel of God,” why not use puppets? 

It’s with that in mind that JewishStore.com brings us these 
Passover 10 Plagues finger puppets to help you do just that. 
Gltenaa jewishstore.com. Search for “Finger puppets.” 
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SILLY SIGHTINGS ONLINE. 
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Real Faith, Real Heroes. Real Fun! 
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Collect your favourite Bible characters. | 


QUIZ | 
Ever wonder what your true religion is? Well, if you have | 
five minutes the good folks at belief.net can help you figure | 
it out. All you have to do is answer 20 multiple choice 
questions and rate each one’s priority as “high,” “medium” | 
or “low.” And that’s it. You may have been worshipping at 
Presbyterian churches all your life, but who knows? Maybe 
you're really a Quaker or even a Buddhist. As it turns out, 
I’m 100 per cent mainline Christian Protestant, though 
somehow there is also an 87 per cent chance that I’m a | 
Seventh Day Adventist... huh, | didn’t see that coming. 
beliefnet.com. Click on “Belief-O-Matic.” 


DONATIONS 

Okay, so there’s a lot of fun stuff online, but every once in 

a while it’s time to get serious. About 200 million people 
contract one of the many strains of malaria each year. Most of 
these are not deadly and many can be easily treated. But not 
everyone is so lucky. An estimated one million human beings 
die of plasmodium falciparum (the deadliest form of malaria) 
annually. For the most part, people just go to sleep at night, 
wake up with a small red bump and that’s it ... their fate is 
sealed. But it doesn’t have to be this way. For only five dollars, 
you can purchase a mosquito net through PWS&D’s Gifts of 
Change to help ensure this won’t happen. Think about that the 
next time you buy a five-dollar cup of coffee. | know | will. 
presbyterian.ca/pwsd. Click on “Gifts of Change.” 


Rev. Bradley Childs is minister at First, Regina. 
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Interfaith Rally Highlights 
Climate Change 

AN INTERFAITH RALLY IN DURBAN, 
South Africa in November urged a United 
Nations conference to deliver a fair, am- 
bitious and binding treaty that addresses 
the issue of climate change. 

“This is the only home we have,” said 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, referring to care for the 
planet Earth, according to a news release 
from the World Council of Churches. 

The 17th Conference of Parties to 
the U.N. Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, or COP 17, ran from 
Nov. 28 to Dec. 9. 

“Africa is a continent of faith, and we 
have come here together from different 
faith traditions to voice our moral and 
spiritual call for a paradigm shift. We 
call for climate justice now,” said Bishop 
Geoff Davies, director of the Southern 
Africa Faith Communities Environ- 
mental Institute. 

Tutu delivered a petition with 
200,000 signatures titled, “We have 
faith” to the incoming president of 
COP 17, Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, 
South African minister of International 
Relations and Cooperation. The peti- 
tion had an African emphasis taken 
from the “Time for Climate Justice” 
campaign. @ —ENI 


Teens Bring Message to Mur- 
derers in Mexico 

ANGELS ARE NOT A COMMON SIGHT 
in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico’s most violent 
border city, where the public cemetery 
is putrid and overflowing, and where a 
handful of churches worship the skeletal 
saint of death, Santa Muerte. 

But at crime scenes and busy corners 
recently, more than a dozen angels have 
appeared—10 feet tall, with white robes 
and feathered wings. That these angels 
are mostly teenagers from a tiny evan- 
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gelical church makes 
their presence no __ less 
striking: they carry signs 
to murder scenes that say, 
“murderers repent.” 

“It’s incredible, one 
of the most spectacular 
things I’ve seen,” said Jesus 
Nunez, director of a local 
social service agency. “It’s 
dangerous, but they keep 
doing it.” 

Marches against 
violence are more common 
here perhaps because 
this city has so much 
experience with tragedy. 
The killings of dozens of 
women who worked in 
factories here over a decade 
ago even predated the rash of drug-war 
violence that intensified in 2006. 

The Messenger Angels got started 
last year, after conversations at a church 
on the city’s outskirts, Psalm 100. Carlos 
Mayorga, 33, a leader of the group, said 
the church’s young people had become 
frustrated with the violence and wanted 
to do something hard to miss. So they 
asked for donations of old curtains that 
became angelic robes, raised money for 
makeup and collected feathers for wings. 

Then they made signs that speak to 
criminals and corrupted officials. “We 
wanted to prick the consciences of the 
people who have caused this city so much 
pain,” said Mayorga. 

Early on, the angels focused on busy 
intersections. Later, they started going to 
crime scenes, where their messages were 
often greeted with odd stares, and occa- 
sionally tears. They have also set up at 
prosecutors’ offices and police stations. 

Mayorga said he hopes that somehow, 
eventually, they will help bring peace. “The 
idea is to keep going,” he said. “We have 
to.” m —Damien Cave, The New York Times 


A member of the Psalm 100 Christian church, wearing 
clothes representing an angel, demonstrates against 
violence in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, last September. 


Alleged Miracle Cure 

THE BORDER BETWEEN FAITH and sci- 
ence is being tested in Samunge, a vil- 
lage near the Kenya-Tanzanian border, 
where thousands of people are heading 
for a “miracle cure” being offered by 
Rev. Ambilikile Mwasapile. 

Mwasapile, a retired Lutheran priest, 
says he received instructions from God 
to make the medicine, and some say 
church workers, pastors and bishops had 
taken the cure and were being healed. 

The herbal mixture is made from 
the roots of the “mugariga” tree. A 
single cup allegedly treats all sickness- 
es, including HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis 
and cancer. 

Some infected people have aban- 
doned their daily HIV/AIDS drugs, and 
have seen their condition worsen, com- 
plicating the fight against the epidemic, 
according to AIDS experts. 

Despite pressure from some politi- 
cians and faith leaders, the government 
says it cannot stop the priest because his 
actions were inspired by his faith and 
the mixture is not harmful. # —ENI 
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Mission NEWS 


A family from Léogane, Haiti, in front of their new home after their previous home was destroyed in the earthquake. 


Hope for Haiti 


WORKING AND DREAMING IN THE LAND OF MOUNTAINS. BY DEREK MACLEOD 


he Haitian expression, Deyé 

mon gen mon (“after this 

mountain, another moun- 

tain”) could come straight 
from the pages of Ecclesiastes with its 
weary wisdom, borne out of too little 
joy and too much suffering. When one 
considers that the name, Haiti means 
land of mountains, the expression only 
magnifies how troubled and difficult 
life can be in the poorest country in 
the Americas. 

A trip to Haiti in September to visit 
some of the projects that Presbyterians 
in Canada generously supported after 
the earthquake, confronted me with 
the harsh reality that is life in Port-au- 
Prince. There were still many living in 
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temporary shelters, much rubble yet to 
be cleared and an historically dysfunc- 
tional government. There are clearly 


no quick or short-term solutions to the 
many pre- and post-earthquake chal- 
lenges facing Haitian society. But that 
is why we as Presbyterians are there. 


Not because the solutions are easy but 
because the challenges are great and the 
need clear. With our Haitian brothers 
and sisters we work and dream in the 
land of mountains, remembering the 
words of Psalm 121: “I look up to the 
mountains—from where does my help 
come? It comes from the Lord.” 
Rebuilding homes is one of the 
many projects receiving support 
through PWS&D and it is inspiring 
in places like Leogane—where an esti- 
mated 80 per cent of the town was 
damaged—to see families reclaim 
home and space. As the frame is 
assembled and the foundation poured, 
it is not uncommon to see many 
hands involved, including those > 
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POCKET 


Ree 


POWERFUL 


ai 


Your pockets have power. More than just a place to collect lint, the coins in 
your pockets can become powerful tools in making this world a better place. 


Donations to PWS&D of even the smallest amounts can have a profound 
impact in the lives of our global brothers and sisters. By addressing the root 
Causes of poverty and finding innovative solutions building self-sufficiency and 
opportunity, we are helping those in need access nutritious food, clean water 
and educational opportunities. Farmers are increasing crop yields. Mothers are 
learning how to ensure their children grow up strong and healthy. Disease and 
illness are being prevented. 


Learn how the change in your pocket can make a powerful impact in the lives 
of others. Visit www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


Presbyterian ( 
World Service 50 Wynford Dr., Toronto ON M3C 137 


&Development 1-800-619-7301 © www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


Y Yes! | want to help continue this important work! 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D « Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 
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of young children. The home that 
will support the family is first built 
by the family. A woman was asked 
if she would stand with her family 
for a photograph in front of her 
new home. She responded quickly, 
“Oh yes, please. My old home was 
humble, this is a palace.” That a 
solid wooden home with a tin roof 
could be referred to as a palace is a 
reminder of how little it can take to 
build a better world. Where I live, 
houses cost more than 500 times as 
much but rarely is the term “palace” 
used in my neighborhood. 

In Haiti today, homes are being 
built, livelihoods reclaimed, access to 
safe water secured and those injured 
from the earthquake are learning how 
to move, live and work again. One 
region in the mountains of Leogane 
now runs a program through our 
partner, Christian Reformed World 
Relief Committee that ensures every 
family gets three goats. The goats 
are later sold in a local market and 
replenished through the community 
‘goat bank.’ To support this project, 
locals have also been trained as first 
aid veterinarians to ensure the health 
and welfare of the animals. The 
knowledge of animal husbandry that 
is shared and remains in the village 
is as important and valuable as the 
goats themselves. 

This work is not nearly enough 
in the face of so much adversity, so 
many mountains. But our support 
and the amazing work of our part- 
ners is a little salt, a little light and 
that is a start. Another ancient but 
lesser known name for Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic that share 
one island is, Kiskeya. It means the 
cradle of life. Such a name speaks 
of the beauty, hope and potential 
that is possible. May our prayers and 
support join that dream and desire 
for Haiti to be Kiskeya again. m 


Rev. Derek Macleod is minister at 
Glenview, Toronto, and former convener 
of the PWS&D Committee. 
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Letter from the Presbytery of Seaway-Glengarry Y\ 


Don't Close the 


Qs 


Letter from... NEws [2 


Doors! 


SMALL, STRUGGLING CONGREGATIONS ARE FIGURING OUT HOW TO BE VIBRANT AND RELEVANT. 
BY DONNA MCILVEEN AND MARK TREMBLAY 


FOR SOME TIME NOW, WE HAVE BEEN 
struggling to come to grips with 
the apocalyptic predictions of post- 
modernity in the late 20th century. We 
have heard that religion is on the way 
out! Churches are dying and closing; this 
is a coming of age for humanity who has 
finally discovered that it doesn’t need 
God! But we also hear, as Harvey Cox 
says in The Future of Faith that there is 
an “unanticipated resurgence of religion 
in both public and private life.” This 
observation is from around the globe. 
Can it be so for the people along the 
shores of the mighty St. Lawrence River, 
to the rolling hills of Glengarry, and all 
the points in between? 

We hear the cries from congregations 
who strive to be alive and thriving. They 
don’t want to turn their backs on the 
faithful who over the years strived tire- 
lessly to bring the faith to their commu- 
nities. What they want is to build on 
the commitment demonstrated over the 
years, and continue the journey, growing 
in faith, embracing and serving God in 
all of life. They want to move forward, 


_ “accenting spiritual experience, disciple- 


ship and hope,” according to Cox. They 
want the institution of the church to 
take a back seat to the moving forward 
of the Spirit. 

But how do we create a movement 
out of an institution? 

Two congregations at the western 
end of the presbytery have not yet found 
the answer to that question; but, they 
have been trying to find it and we share 
their story with you. The Church of the 
Covenant in Lansdowne has discussed its 
future many times over the past few years. 
Convinced that it still has something to 
offer, it is working to discover its place in 
the community. Recently, the congrega- 
tion decided to put an advertisement in a 
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local paper asking people to participate in 
an online survey of seven questions. The 
congregation also decided to send out a 
letter with a paper copy of the survey to 
select professionals within the community. 
The questions were simple: Do you think 
the church still has a place in the commu- 
nity? If so, what? Would you be willing to 
participate in a church-based community 
program? If you do not already attend 
church, would you consider attending the 


community. Responding to requests 
from many years of singing at commu- 
nity events, the choir recorded their 
first CD in 2010 and it sold out within 
weeks. Cheered on by its success, they 
recorded a Christmas CD in 2011. The 
church dinners, held in the Community 
Hall because the church does not have 
running water, are well supported by 
the community, and the yearly Advent 
concert in the church is a standing 


We are encouraged by their openness to 
the Spirit and we pray that the work will continue. 
They have shown us that we need not be limited in 
the ways we model faith in the community 


Church of the Covenant? The congrega- 
tion even offered a night's stay at Kings- 
ton’s Four-Points Sheraton as a lure. 

The responses confirmed what we 
have been reading in the literature and 
already knew. Over half of our respon- 
dents were in the 30-39 age range—not 
a demographic currently worshipping 
in the church. Unanimously, respon- 
dents felt that the church still has a place 
in the community. And while none 
were willing to come to our church, 
most said they would participate in a 
church-based community program! 
Being part of the community means 
more than simply having a building in 
the community, and our challenge is to 
discern in which part of the community 
we can become active. 

Some 20 km east of Lansdowne sits 
a modest church building on the Cain- 
town Road—the last country church 
of its kind in the area. A recognition of 
the need for community and each other 
drives the many ways the members of 
St. Paul’s express their faith in the wider 


room-only event as the choir and local 
musicians provide great entertain- 
ment. Recently, the session of St. Paul’s 
partnered with a financial! company in 
Kingston and hosted an estate planning 
evening. 

Space does not permit a longer 
sharing of the hope demonstrated by 
these two congregations and their will- 
ingness to move forward and away from 
fear. We are encouraged by their open- 
ness to the Spirit and we pray that the 
work will continue. They have shown us 
that we need not be limited in the ways 
we model faith in the community. With 
God’s help, these two congregations— 
and many more—will continue the 
journey, moving forward and out into 
the community, sharing the news that 
the body of Christ still has a heartbeat. 
Don’t close the doors yet! 


Donna Mcllveen is clerk of the Presbytery of 
Seaway-Glengarry. Rev. Mark Tremblay is 
minister at the Lansdowne and Caintown 
pastoral charge. 
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Faithfully Serving 


Updates from the Life & Mission Agency 


www.presbyterian.ca/Ima 


Hakka Bible 


The long-awaited translation 


of the Old and New 
Testaments into the Hakka 
language is finally complete. 


You can read about this 
Canadian Ministries supported 
project online at 
pccweb.ca/pauimclean 


| World Leaders At 
| Wynford Drive 


For three days at the end of 
m November, the national 
m@ office building at 50 Wynford 
| Drive in Toronto was the 
venue for a meeting of world 
religious leaders to review 
their commitment to break 
the silence on HIV/AIDS. The 
commitment document can 
be found here: 
www.hivcommitment.net 


The meeting was organized 
by the Ecumenical 
Advocacy 

Alliance of which 

PWS&D is a member. 


www.flickr.com/pcconnect 


oe January 2012 
1-800-619-7301 50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, Ontario M3C ee 


Call for Photos!!! 


We have already begun the planning 
for the 2013 PCC wall calendar. Our 
chosen theme Is: 


WORSHIP: Celebrating 
Presbyterian Diversity 


lf your worship experience Is unique in 
some way - or if yours is an example 
of “traditional” Presbyterian worship, 
we would love to receive a photo of 
worship in progress. 


In particular, we are looking for 
Unique worship spaces, diverse 
sacrament experiences, cultural & 
linguistic diversity, 


Submit photos & ideas to: 
communications@presbyterian.ca 


Presbyterians Sharing 
New Presbyterians Sharing resources 
are now ready for your congregation. 
Check out the samples and order 
yours now. These resources can help 
you share the mission and ministry 
work we do 
together. Order 
from the Book 


| Mission Blogs 


Each of our overseas mission 
staff now have a blog where 
you can follow along as they 
work to proclaim Christ as 
representatives of The 
Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. 
presbyterian.ca/missionstaff 


2012 Calendar 


The 2012 wall calendar is 
almost sold out! The theme for 
2012 is ‘Go. Learn. Serve.” 
highlighting just some of the 
many mission trips and 
experiences available to 
Presbyterians. 
presbyterian.ca/calendar 


Canada Youth 2012 


The PCC’'s national youth 
conference takes place at 
Brock University from July 3-8, 
2012. 


Registration is now open. Visit 

the website for details about 

the event and registration 
information. 


canadayouth.ca 
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OUR FEATURE ON THE SOLAS 


. ét cay Reform rs fier 
Zwingli, Knox and others—were derisively 
nicknamed, “the Sola-ists.” They distilled the 
essence of the gospel in five Latin slogans 
using the word sola, meaning only, solely or 
exclusively: sola gratia, sola fide, sola scrip- 
tura, solo Christo, soli Deo gloria (grace alone, 
faith alone, scripture alone, Christ alone, to 
God's glory alone). 


Today, the solas of early Protestantism run 
up against other realities and claims: What 
does it mean to say “Christ alone” in a multi- 
Ee world? How does scripture alone 


a 1 Deo Gloria 


OUR DUDE oie > ge Or Ono BU TL SOMETIMES BORA GETS IN REVVAY. 
BY GLEN SODERHOLM 


has been suggested, convincingly in my view, that 
¢- at the core of all human identity lies desire. Conse- 
f quently, what we direct our desires toward becomes 
& our spirituality. In C.S. Lewis’s brilliant essay, The 
Weight of Glory, he argues that the true end and fulfillment of 
our desires is the glory of God. Indeed, our deepest longings 


will be complete when we have fully entered into the glorious 
communion of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for eternity. 
That is the hope of glory. 

Alas, we are also painfully aware that the story of human 
history is one of misplaced desire. That is, that human beings 
have aimed those deep yearnings towards many other » 
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alluring destinations which have prom- 
ised glory, not the least of which is their 
own glory. Another word for this is idol- 
atry. The scriptures narrate the story of 
God's people’s ongoing struggle with 
idolatry, and God’s relentless pursuit 
to win them back to their true home. 
This story, carried on through church 
history as misplaced longing, brought 
corruption and great wickedness. The 
Reformation was one of the times in 
that history, when God’s people saw 
with great clarity that sometimes the 
church itself could become the object 
of idolatry, and the cry of soli deo 
sloria or “to God’s glory alone” was an 
attempt to redirect our desires towards 
their true object, God and His glory. 

I’m convinced that one of the best 
antidotes against idolatry is the regular 
gathering of the saints for corpo- 
rate worship. I take it that one of my 
roles as a worship and praise leader is 
to bring people into an awareness of, 
submission to, and engagement with 
the glory of God simply because that 
is what God is due, but also because it 
forms us into a people who direct their 
desires towards their proper object. 

I have found Psalm 8 to be a helpful 
guide to considering how we might 
think of worship and the glory of God. 
The psalm begins famously with the 
ascription of praise: “O, Lord our sover- 
eign, how majestic is your name in all 
the earth. You have set your glory above 
the heavens.” Soli deo gloria is rooted 
in the truth that God is other. God is 
holy, powerful beyond our imagining 
and rules creation. The worship leader 
is responsible to help a congregation 
become aware of the centrality of God's 
majesty as something to behold with 
awe and wonder. These things can be 
accomplished through invitation to 
exuberant praise that has an extensive 
vocabulary of superlatives, metaphors, 
and adjectives that give us range for 
offering glory. But it also requires the 
opposite—silence; the importance of 
being still before God’s majesty. 

The psalmist continues with the 
reminder that God’s glory is also the 
object of an infant’s cries and gurgling 


(verse 2). I see this is as significant 
as the psalm unfolds. The contrast 
of God’s glory juxtaposed with the 
babbling of a baby which silences the 
enemies of God’s glory, says some- 
thing about worship that flows out 
of the simple, childlike places of our 
humanity. But the psalm develops this 
beautiful mystery and contrast even 
further because the contemplation of 
God’s glory invites consideration that 
human beings are insignificant (verse 
4). It is critical that we pause here. It 
has saddened me to see the loss of 
confession in much contemporary 
liturgy, because of its perceived nega- 
tivity. We must always be aware of our 
temptation toward, and complicity in, 
idolatry. A worship leader must not 
shy away from leading the people in 
confession of sin; confession humbles 
us, but also reminds us of the greater 
truth of what has become of us in 
Christ. Confession leads us to the 
gospel, the glory of salvation. 

The  psalmist continues by 
suggesting that human beings are not 
insignificant at all; they are created 
only a little lower than God and 
given responsibility to partner with 
God in caring for the creation (verses 
5-8). What this leads me to conclude 
is something that Irenaeus of Lyons 
suggested many centuries before the 
Reformation: that the glory of God is 
a human being fully alive. There is a 
place in worship for us to honour the 
gift of being human. This can be done 
through the arts, eloquent communi- 
cation, testimony of encounter with 
God during the week, celebration of 
the gifts represented amongst the body 
gathered. Human capacity for beauty 
and excellence properly offered to God 
with gratitude and humility returns us 
with the psalmist to the opening affir- 
mation of the psalm—glory belongs to 
God alone! 


Rev. Glen Soderholm is a Presbyterian min- 
ister and directs a cognate ministry of the 
church that seeks to encourage the people 
of God to participate in vibrant worship. 
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The Children are Watching 


GOD'S JUDGMENT IS IN THEIR EYES. THE WORLD'S HOPE |S IN THEM, TOO. 


1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 
watches 


Samuel 


every move. Samuel was just a toddler 
when he went to Shiloh. To learn the 
craft of priesthood. Samuel watches Eli 
offer the sacrifices. Keep the hours of 
prayer. Counsel worshippers. Decide 
the value of their offerings. Ensure the 


BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


maintenance of the sanctuary. 

Samuel grows into servanthood. 
He’s Eli’s right-hand boy. We meet 
him today, old enough to spend the 
night in the sanctuary, alone. To tend 
the sacred lamp. Eli has sons. The 
highest priesthood is hereditary. What 
will Samuel become? 

Samuel watches. As Eli’s sons corrupt 
Shiloh with their greed and lust. Does 
Samuel see a prophet come to Eli? To 
tell him God’s promise to his family is 
revoked. A righteous priest will arise, and 
Eli’s household will beg him for charity. 


Samuel spends his lonely, wakeful 
nights knowing, with a child’s keen 
intuition, a storm is about to break. 
Fearing, with a child’s sense of connect- 
edness, the storm will fall on him, too. 

Samuel isn’t surprised to hear a call 
in the night. How many nights has he 
lain awake? Imagining a call, a word. 
A disaster. It takes a little while for Eli 
to wake up, and see what’s going on. 
Does he want to know? The Lord’s call 
can only bring one message. Words Eli 
doesn’t want to hear again. 

Especially from the boy. God’s > 
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word in a child’s voice. Hesitant, 
Fearful. Honest. Clear. With power to 
shatter Eli’s denial. Give him eyes to 
see God’s hand, already at work. 

The end of thes story:ihey Lord 
continues to appear at Shiloh, for the 
Lord reveals himself to Samuel, by the 
word of the Lord. (verse 21) 

The children are watching. They 
see more than we want them to see. 
They hear more than we think they 
can. They understand more than we 
allow. They can imagine their way to 
truth we may never grasp. 

The most important thing we can 
teach our children is that actions have 
consequences. One thing leads to another. 
Shake the table and the milk will spill. 
Touch the stove and you'll be burned. 
Work hard and you'll be rewarded. Study 
hard and you'll be a success. 

We say those things when our kids 
are old enough to tell us they know 


what we say isn’t always true. But we go 
on saying them. And we go on behaving 
as if we really don’t believe what we 
say. The children are watching. 

Adults are far more likely than chil- 
dren to act as if actions have no conse- 
quences. Samuel learned that early. 

We may think we’re too sophis- 
ticated to believe all that stuff about 
God’s judgment on Eli and his sons 
and heirs. We think Jesus gives us 
some kind of a pass. We don’t need to 
worry about punishment for our sins. 

God’s grace doesn’t give us license. 
God’s mercy doesn’t exempt us from 
the law of gravity. We let go of things 
we should hold onto and they fall. We 
try to pick up things we shouldn’t and 
they’re heavy. They weigh us down. 

The children are watching. With 
the eyes God gave them. Through the 
moral lenses we give them. 

Old Eli goes to the sanctuary, day 


by day, to catch a fresh vision of God. 
Over the years his eyes grow dim. His 
hearing thickens. His voice becomes 
faint. God seeks new eyes, keener ears, 
a stronger voice. 

God chooses a child. As God often 
speaks in the least-likely voices. The 
young. The very old. The powerless. 
Those who have been pushed to the 
edges. People who suffer the conse- 
quences of our greedy consumption of 
the world’s riches. 

The children are watching. So are 
the poor. The silenced. The marginal- 
ized of the world. 

God’s judgment is in their eyes. 
Spoken in their words. Their cries 
for help. 

The world’s hope is with them, 
too. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches at the 
Atlantic School of Theology. 


~ Whoever said, 


A real life example: 
In 1994, Giollo Kelly acquired a $10,000 gift annuity which she designated for the 
Presbyterian Church Building Corporation. When she died fifteen years later, 
Giollo had received nearly $11,000 (87% tax-free) in total payments and left a legacy 
of nearly $7,500 with the money remaining in her annuity account. 


“You can’t have your cake and eat it too,” 
never heard of Gift Annuities 


Gift Annuities are a way you can make a gift to the 
church to support the ministry of your choice and in 
return receive a guaranteed annual income for life, the 
majority or all of the income tax-free. Sound too good to 
be true? Call the Planned Giving Office today to learn 
how you can have your cake and eat it too. 


What flavour of ministry would you like to support? 


(The above example is for illustrative purposes only. Annuity rates and the residue available for disbursement vary. 


Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
1-800-619-7301, plannedgiving@presbyterian.ca 
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~ Mission as Partnership 


HAN-CA CONGREGATION DEVOTES ITSELF TO EASTERN EUROPE. 
BY AMY MACLACHLAN 


See NLS] SPS CAT te 


St. Timothy’s, Etobicoke, Ont., 

launched an_ international 

mission project in 2010, they 
hoped it would be a long-term affair. And when the mission 
team visited Hungary, Ukraine and Romania for the second 
time last summer, their hopes for a meaningful relationship 
were rewarded. 

“When we went to the Roma/gypsy community in 
Nagybereg, Ukraine, as soon as we entered the village, the 
children recognized us and followed us, singing, ‘Deep, 
deep O deep down, down; deep down in my heart,’ with 
the motions we taught them last year,” said Rev. David Son, 
associate minister at St. Timothy’s. “With no English skill 
whatsoever, they remembered not only the song but also 
us. It meant they’ve been waiting for us to come. I cried.” 

Son became emotional again when visiting a commu- 


nity in Kide, Romania, where people thanked them for 
returning. “‘Thank you very much for planting us in your 
hearts,’ they said. I cried twice.” 

The eight-person team (led by Son) travelled to Eastern 
Europe for the second time for two weeks last August. Their 
first trip was in 2010, and the third will happen this July. 
They accompanied Presbyterian missionaries David Pandy- 
Szekeres and Brian Johnston, getting to know several 
congregations of the Hungarian Reformed Church in 
Hungary and the Hungarian minority regions in Ukraine 
and Transylvania. 

“My wish has always been to continue my missionary 
work in the same country or countries if allowed,” said 
Kyu Hwan Han, a 26-year-old member of the team. “It is 
wonderful to go on missions to various countries and see 
how different people worship God; however, visiting > 
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the same mission field continuously 
and building long lasting relation- 
ships is a great blessing.” 

Following the final visit, Son 
hopes the congregation will find ways 
to continue the connections they’ve 
made. In addition to prayer and 
possible financial support, Son has 
already been keeping in touch with a 
minister he met on the trip, and David 
Pandy-Szekeres keeps him updated on 
what’s going on in the region. And 
while Son acknowledges much more 
time and study is needed before taking 
action, he said they’re looking into 
beginning some sort of relationship 
with local Hungarian Presbyterian 
congregations, or working with Roma 
refugees coming to Toronto. 

“One of St. Timothy’s mission 
statements is, “Church that stands up 
with/for the weak and the poor,’” said 
Son. “Within the life of the church, 
we have this strong calling, and we do 


rs” Institute 
St. Andrew's Hall 


Elde 


EASE 


/ eldersinstitute , 


How To READ 
THE New TESTAMENT 


Online Course 
This online course focuses on 
developing basic skills for reading 
| the New Testament, faithful to its 
context and purpose, yet expectant of 
a Word from the Lord for the living of 
our lives in our own context. 


Join other ruling elders online 
April 16 — May 25, 2012. 


Instructor: Rev. Dr. Harris Athanasiadis 
Registration Fee: $100 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
1-866-794-8888 


Toll-Free: 
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believe this can only happen in part- 
nership. Also, as one of the Korean 
churches we wanted to get more 
actively involved in the mission works 
of the PCC, [and] the PCC graciously 
supported us last year.” 


‘Working and smiling 
together was a scene 
I believe God was very 
pleased to see’ 


“The PCC’s mission trip program 
helps congregations connect with 
missionaries they already support 
through their gifts to Presbyterians 
Sharing,” said Karen Plater, associate 
secretary of stewardship. “We help 
congregations build closer relation- 
ships with our mission partners, and 
build up the mission work of the 
church overall.” 

Several years ago, the congregation 
wasn’t even aware of the Pandys’ work 
in Eastern Europe. It was only when 
Rev. Sarah Kim, executive director of 
the Women’s Missionary Society and 
wife of senior minister In Kee Kim, 
embarked on a WMS trip to the region 
that St. Timothy’s was introduced to 
the work happening there. 

“We were planning to launch 
another mission trip to a different part 
of the world, but Jesus didn’t allow 
us to,” said Son. After speaking with 
Sarah Kim, “we were able to start this 
wonderful ministry.” 

The mission team visited several 
communities, including those in 
the Sub-Carpathian Ukraine. The 
Reformed Church there is an ethni- 
cally Hungarian community working 
in a minority situation, including 
work amidst the Roma peoples. In the 
town of Nagybereg, they helped build 
a multi-functional centre that will 
serve as a kindergarten and prayer hall 
for the Roma community. 

Working on the prayer hall was 
a highlight for 20-year-old Daniel 


Kim. “Although at times we were very 
drained of energy and fatigued from 
the heat, we persevered ... with only 
one thing in mind: to build God’s 
kingdom,” Kim told the Record. “By 
the end of the week, many gypsy 
kids began to help us do various jobs 
out of the willingness of their heart. 
Working and smiling together was a 
scene I believe God was very pleased 
toseex 

The group also led singing, games 
and crafts for children, visited an 
orphanage operated by the Reformed 
Church, and worked on a farm. 

They also spent time in the village 
of Kide, Romania, as guests of the 
local Reformed Church congregation. 
There they enjoyed a Sunday worship 
service, led by local minister Tibor 
Nagy, with a message given by Son 
who touched upon the fact that the 
village’s name of Kide means “hope” 
in Korean. 

“The basic purpose of the trip was 
to bring God’s presence with us,” 
said Son. “There are not many things 
we can contribute to their tough life 
situations for two weeks. But what 
we hoped for was to plant a small 
mustard seed in their hearts ... so that 
they may continuously remember 
[our presence], and somewhere down 
the road, that remembrance may give 
them the life of Jesus Christ to the full. 
And in return ... they planted another 
mustard seed in our hearts and they 
blessed us tremendously.” 

“For the host communities, 
having a group return goes a long 
way in reinforcing the idea that there 
exists a bond which is common and 
which is strong enough to unite two 
very different communities,” David 
Pandy-Szekeres told the Record. “And 
it is when both of these communities 
recognize this common bond to be the 
gospel, its teachings and its attendant 
blessings that we come full circle and 
say thank you, Lord.” @ 


Amy MacLachlan is the Record’s acting 
managing editor. This story includes files 
from Anna Pandy-Szekeres. 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE DEMOLITION OF SUMMERSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
BY MIKE WALKER 


y : "(os does the demolition of 
a church building mean, theologically and personally? 

In the winter of 2011, the building that once housed 
Summerside Presbyterian Church was torn down and 
demolished, to make way for a new church building that 
opened this past autumn. While I haven’t been an active 
member of the congregation for about four years, I grew up 
in that church, and its former building housed many of my 


cherished memories. | remember meeting in the assembly 
hall for youth group when I was 12; I remember games of 
hide-and-seek, and the taste of hot dogs on steamy Sunday 
school picnic days in June; I remember a few youth retreats 
with sleeping bags and loud, raucous music in my teens; 
I remember holding “alternative” worship services in 
the assembly hall on Wednesdays in summer 2007; and 
I remember my grandmother’s funeral on Feb. Ist, 2011, 
which was (coincidentally) the last official event that took 
place in the church before its demolition. 

In light ofallthat, laskagain: whatdoesthedemolition » 
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The demolition of a building means both the 


i 
end of old memories, and the beginning of new 
ones ... and both the old and the new memories 
allow us to live, love, and act as people 
of Jesus’ gracious Way 


of a church building mean? In order 
to understand what the demolition of 
one church building means, we should 
first ask how buildings are important to 
God’s people. 

Buildings feature prominently 
in scripture: they can represent the 
height of human ambition, and the 
glory and grandeur of God. One 
witness to both of these characteris- 
tics is the Jewish temple, which the 
Jews built in Solomon’s time, and 
rebuilt after their return from exile in 
Babylonia. Time and time again, the 
psalmist points to the hill of Zion, and 
its accompanying temple, to indicate 
God’s love, power and majesty: “The 
Lord reigns forever, your God, O Zion, 
for all generations.” (Psalm 146:10) 
Isaiah’s first major vision occurred in 
the temple before its first destruction 
(Isaiah 6). The Apostles Paul and Peter 
both used the image of buildings to 
represent their congregations’ faith 
and devotion to God's loving mission 
in the world (1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 
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1 Peter 2:5). Thus, it seems that the 
Jews and early Christians saw build- 
ings, particularly the Jewish temple, 
as dwelling-places and metaphors for 
God’s presence. 

God has certainly been present in 
Summerside Presbyterian Church! The 
youth group has grown: I remember, 
back in 2001, being the only person 
to consistently show up to the youth 
group. However, the last time I 
checked, there were more young adults 
attending. Someone I knew from high 
school returned to the church, and to 
faith, a few years ago and got married 
in the church shortly thereafter. And 
during my grandmother’s funeral, 
the church was nearly full, and the 
minister preached a down-to-earth 
and very accurate sermon that praised 
both of my grandparents and gave 
thanks for my grandmother's legacy. 
A building can house powerful and 
personal memories, moments, and 
events that make God present. 

So, the building of Summerside 


Presbyterian Church has been demol- 
ished in order to make way for a new 
structure. Just as the Jewish exiles in 
Babylon cried, “How can we sing the 
songs of the Lord while in a foreign 
land?” (Psalm 137:4), so Presbyterians 
in Summerside may feel lost or uneasy 
as they await a new place of worship. 
The demolition of a building can 
mean the end of memories: there will 
be no more hot dogs, no more joyous 
singing (and there was much of that!), 
and no more heartfelt preaching at the 
old building of Summerside. 

Instead, the congregation must 
go forward steadily into the future 
God has prepared for it. Summer- 
side Presbyterian Church will have a 
new place, and so it can create a new 
place in people’s hearts—a space for 
both action and reflection that testi- 
fies to God’s loving presence. There 
will again be a place for Presbyterian 
people to be baptized, to marry, and 
to eat and worship together. The new 
building will house a community knit 
together by the love of God. 

Theologically and_ personally, 
Summerside Presbyterian Church 
is much more than just a building: 
it proves true the first verse of the 
hymn, “I am the church! You are 
the church!” Indeed, the church is 
“not a building,” the church is “not 
a steeple,” and the church is “not a 
resting place.” Instead, Summerside 
Presbyterian Church is “a people,” 
a people whose actions, emotions 
and memories bear witness to God’s 
love in our midst. The demolition 
of a building means both the end of 
old memories, and the beginning of 
new ones ... and both the old and 
the new memories allow us to live, 
love, and act as people of Jesus’ 
gracious Way. @ 


Mike Walker is a Th.D. student at Knox 
College, Toronto. He’s originally from 
Summerside, P.E.I., and his primary area 
of research is the sacraments and their 
relationship to people with disabilities. 


Jacinta Whyte, General Manager and Chief Agent for Canada, 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office, plc, 
is pleased to announce the following executive appointments. 


oa 
Jamal Madbak, M.Sc., ACII, 
Chief Underwriting Officer 


Rissa Revin, J.D., 
Vice President, Claims 


Jamal Madbak has been appointed Chief 
Underwriting Officer. In his new role, Jamal is 
responsible for developing and executing 
Ecclesiastical’s underwriting strategy and for leading 
the organization’s growth in its National Programs 
and Risk Managed business areas. With an insurance 
career spanning some 30 years — in North America, 
Europe and the Middle East — Jamal has extensive 
experience in the property and casualty arena. Jamal 
holds a B.A. in Business Administration and an M.Sc. 


in Economics from the American University of Beirut. 


Rissa Revin has been appointed Vice President, Claims. 
Leading the organization’s national claims services, 
she is responsible for maintaining Ecclesiastical’s 
client-centric, service-oriented claims approach. Rissa 
is an accomplished insurance professional with over 
15 years of experience in international property and 
casualty, claims and reinsurance. She holds a J.D. degree 
from Osgoode Law School. Rissa is a member of the 
Law Society of Upper Canada, the Professional 
Liability Underwriting Society and the International 
Association of Claims Professionals. 


Colin Robertson, ACIl, 
Vice President, 
Risk Control 


Jan Wleugel, B.A., CRM, 
Vice President, 
Risk Managed Accounts 


Colin Robertson has been appointed Vice President, 
Risk Control. Heading up Ecclesiastical’s risk control 
teams across Canada, he is responsible for the growth 
and evolution of the organization’s risk management 
practice. Colin brings over |3 years of experience 

in management, underwriting, risk control and 
marketing to his new role. He joined the Canadian 
team from Ecclesiastical, United Kingdom where 

he held a senior risk control position. Colin is an 
Associate of the Chartered Insurance Institute and 
holds a National General Certificate in Occupational 
Safety and Health. 


Jan Wleugel has been appointed Vice President, Risk 
Managed Accounts. Leveraging a 25-year career in the 
insurance industry and broad expertise in business 
risk management, Jan plays an integral role in the 
leadership of Ecclesiastical’s Risk Managed/Reciprocals 
practice. He holds a B.A., Administrative and 
Commercial Studies (Financial) from the University 
of Western Ontario and a Certificate in Internet and 
Business Technology from the University of Toronto. 
Jan is a member of The Toronto Board of Trade. 


Protecting those who enrich the lives of others 


Owned by a charitable trust, Ecclesiastical is a unique specialist insurance company. Working 
closely with independent brokers across Canada we provide customized insurance 
solutions to faith organizations, retirement communities, educational institutions, unique 
properties, registered charities and non-profit organizations, and select commercial 
enterprises. Ecclesiastical is deeply committed to protecting those who enrich the 
lives of others and to supporting local and global initiatives that help eradicate 


poverty and improve the lives of people in need. 


www.ecclesiastical.ca 
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Eldership in the Presbyterian Church won’t be the same for more than 80 people who joined together in 
Grande Prairie, Alta., in late May 2011. “Eldership Unleashed” was a conference organized by a team 

of people from across B.C. and Alberta. Bruce Fraser, a passionate ruling elder from the Presbyterian 
Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand, and a synod mission advisor, was the guest speaker for the weekend. 
He challenged the participants to be unleashed for the ministry that God has for them and to see their 
call in a much greater way. The message was reinforced by workshops that equipped elders and leaders 


for ministry in their congregations and communities. 


The elders have been unleashed! The church will never be the same... 


MINISTRY"? 


A | 


OUR CHURCHES NEED TO EMBRACE 
THE-PREIS|HOOR.@ ALL BELIEV Ete. 


BY BRUCE FRASER ILLUSTRATIONS BY VIOLET LEMAY 
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Just So 
yOu KNOW, 
WaISS Mes 
theological 
paper! It's 
more of a 
reflection 


on ministry. 


a his letter to the Ephesians (4:1-16), Paul sets out 
what we hold in common before talking about diversity 
and purpose in ministry. He lists five leadership ministries: 
apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher (APEPT). 
Paul is giving a collegial model of leadership—something 
we Presbyterians have. Well, in theory, anyway. 

When I introduce this leadership model to elders in 
New Zealand, as I introduced it at the Eldership Unleashed 
conference in Alberta, I use a particular scenario. This time, 
it was the recent Japanese earthquake and tsunami. As 
people reflect on such an event, I give five responses they 
might experience, then ask them to own up to which of 
the five (or more) they identify with. These responses relate 
to the five ministries. With every group, including those at 
the elders’ conference, all five are present. Why am I not 
surprised? God has given these five ministries “to prepare 
God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and 
in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 
(Ephesians 4:12-13). The trouble is, we often haven’t recog- 
nized, nurtured or mentored them. 


SO WHAT ARE THESE MINISTRIES? 

The apostle is the entrepreneur of the faith, the one who 
sees the future, and often lives in the reality of the future 
that others cannot see. They can be seen as dreamers, peo- 
ple who are not really on the same planet as us, away in 
some little world of their own. They’re visionaries. If we 
don’t understand their ministry we are inclined to simply 
dismiss them and shut them down. They go quiet and/or 
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leave, and we miss the opportunity 
to hear the voice of God calling us 
onward. Their dream may be five, 10 
or 1S years down the track but we 
need to listen now so we can start 
walking in that direction. As one 
apostle-type told me, “It’s like I can 
see over the horizon; in fact, I am 
already there!” This guy was forced 
to leave his leadership role because the 
denomination of which he was a part 
didn’t understand this ministry and sim- 

ply couldn’t cope with him. 
The prophet questions the status quo. 

They are uncomfortable people to have 
in our midst, often seen as hard and judgmental. So we 
shut them down. Prophets weren’t popular in the Bible, 
either. By not understanding, mentoring and listening we 
are likely to miss the voice of God in our midst to our detri-’ 
ment. A prophet-type I know was banned from preaching 
in his own church even while he was itinerating through- 
out New Zealand. His home church found his words too 
uncomfortable. Time showed he was right. 

The evangelist is the sales person. They are often full 
of enthusiasm, which can get a bit tiring for the rest. They 
certainly think everyone should be an evangelist just like 
them! Because they also challenge us, we like to cut them 
off, and miss the potential for people being drawn into 
relationship with Jesus. 

We are more familiar with the pastor. They tend the 
people of God, nurturing and building them up. The 
church’s current ministry model is almost exclusively based 
in this and the teaching ministry. The pastor’s prime con- 
cern is the welfare of those under the church’s care; per- 
haps better understood as chaplaincy. Their main priority 
is that all is peaceful. 

The teacher imparts information to people. Most times 
the teacher simply loves researching the subject and shar- 
ing that with others. 

When we ignore, shut down or are simply ignorant of 
the first three ministries, we miss out, and it shows in the 
decline of the impact of the gospel in our communities. 
Bring back the “APEs,” I say! (I recently asked a congregation 
to ask their elders if they were APEs or not. That started a few 
conversations!) There is tension within these five ministries, 
so that’s why Ephesians chapter 4 starts with the things we 
hold in common. In holding to these, we can let the ten- 
sions of the diversity be creative in our midst. Instead of 
shutting down the disturbers of the peace, let’s learn to lis- 
ten for the voice of God and work out how we are to move 
the people of God under our collective leadership towards 
that uncomfortable place to which God is calling us. 


PROFESSIONAL VS. NON-PROFESSIONAL 


I see nothing from the New Testament that suggests there 
is a professional and non-professional distinction in min- 
istry—a distinction that would elevate one group to a 
higher importance than the others. We have to get rid of 
this notion that ministry is the preserve of a professionally 
trained few and take up what we profess about the priest- 
hood of all believers. No believer is closer to God by virtue 
of their training. Leadership is first a calling from God, and 
training follows. It is my experience that not all theologi- 
cally trained individuals are leaders. Likewise, leaders may 
not be theologically trained but are leaders nonetheless. 

I am not speaking against theological training. I value 
that in our heritage. What I am arguing for is a much 
broader, biblically based model of collective leadership 
within which the theologically trained professional is but 
one contributor alongside those whose theological training 
has come from years of wrestling with God through life 
experiences and the teaching of the theological profession- 
als. We need to get rid of intellectual snobbery. There is no 
such distinction as lay, professional, or non-professional in 
the New Testament. 

Our Reformed context says all believers are priests. 
Our Presbyterian context says that at every level of the 
church we seek the mind of Jesus, who is the church’s 
head, through the collective wisdom and diversity of a col- 
legial leadership model. We have to move from the pastor/ 
teacher model that is currently viewed as the prime minis- 
try in the church, just as the Church of Scotland said in its 
2001 report, Church Without Walls. In New Zealand, our 
2002 General Assembly said the core of ministry within 
the Presbyterian Church is the whole people of God, and 
that the function of the professional is to teach, resource 
and equip the whole people of God for ministry. The same 
assembly affirmed the importance of a trained eldership 
in the leadership of the church. Great decisions, but I fear 
that’s about as far as it has gone to date. 

I really have to ask, why? If we don’t practice what we 
preach about the priesthood of all believers, then we are 
being hypocritical! 

How have we come to the place where we put such 
emphasis on a professional ministry? Tradition? Where in 
the New Testament can we find the justification of this 
model of ministry? I haven’t found it yet and although 
I keep asking, no one has been able to answer me. And 
that’s because I don’t think it can be answered in scripture. 

We are not “reformed,” and hence, a finished product; 
rather, we are both reformed and reforming. Or so we Say. It 
is the same with scripture—it’s our supreme rule of faith— 
but when it challenges our traditions, watch the intellec- 
tual gymnastics! Jesus challenged the professionals of his 
time on this very issue of tradition taking precedent over 
scripture. (Matthew 15:1-9) 
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UNLEASHING ALL FOR MINISTRY 


Back to ministry. Every follower of Jesus is a minister of the 
gospel. Both professional and non-professional. All five of 
the ministries listed in Ephesians are amongst the whole 
people of God. We have to change our thinking. The pres- 
sure on the professional is unrealistic and the expectations 
of the non-professionals unreal. 

Here in New Zealand, the General Assembly has 
allowed elders, within their own congregations, to be 
authorized to lead and administer both communion 
(20 years ago) and baptisms (10 years ago). Not just in 
a vacancy situation. The sky hasn’t fallen as some feared 
and | think it would be fair to say that many professionals 
have found it freeing. We haven’t gone far enough yet. | 
would like to know where in the New Testament is there 
any teaching about which believers may not conduct 
the sacraments? I can’t find it. I do see believers meeting 
together, breaking bread, having fellowship, praying and 
attending to the teaching of the apostles. The reality is 
that if Jesus were a Presbyterian, unless he was a profes- 
sional, or an elder approved by presbytery, he could not 
conduct the very sacraments he instituted. He couldn’t 
share the sacrament in a home group, (as he did) unless 
the session had approved it and there was someone pres- 
ent who was authorized to lead it. 

This would also apply to Paul or any other of the apos- 
tles! We have a long way to go. 

So what does this mean? I believe that if we wish to 
move forward constructively and not continue to retrench, 
we need to unpack this whole question of ministry includ- 
ing the collective, fivefold nature of it. Clearly if we are to 
be true to our reforming roots, we need to align ourselves 
with the scriptures, which we claim to be our supreme stan- 
dard, and not our traditions. This is a conversation we have 
yet to have in New Zealand. We like to reorganize, restruc- 
ture or tinker with the structures and processes in the hope 
of moving the Kingdom forward, when what we need to 
do is take a long, hard look at our ministry assumptions 
(among other things). 

I think the real reason we want to see more people in 
church is not primarily about the Kingdom of God but about 
having the finances to continue doing what we have always 
done in the way we have always done it. That’s not Kingdom 
work, that’s church work! But that’s another subject. 

God bless you. It was a privilege and honour to be 
among some of you last May and to be the recipient of your 
warm Canadian hospitality. 


Bruce Fraser is the mission advisor for the Presbyterian Synod 
of Otago and Southland, New Zealand. An elder within the 
Presbyterian Church for over 40 years, he was the keynote 
speaker at the Eldership Unleashed conference. 
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“Soul-filing.” That’s the answer | gave when 
asked about the Eldershio Unleashed conference 
Meld in Grande Prairie, Alta. 


can’t recall the exact message the speaker gave us that first night, but I will never forget 

the feeling of God’s presence at the end of the evening. It was a bit unnerving to many 

who had no evangelical background—and so different that I still have trouble explaining 
it. Many of us stayed in the sanctuary for quite a while, reluctant to leave. In small groups 
we prayed together, some tears were shed and compassion shared. It was awesome! 

Bruce Fraser, our theme speaker, is the synod mission advisor for the Synod of Otago and 
Southland in the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand. His personal story reads like 
a novel, with the loss of loved ones (including two children), his battle with cancer and heart 
disease and his wife’s ongoing struggle with Parkinson’s. It sometimes takes tragedy to shape 
our faith. 

As an ordained elder, here was a man confessing that he had no theological degree; but, 
he was so filled with faith that it just spilled out of him—and he brought us an unforgettable 
message: We, as elders, are a Kingdom of Priests called by God. In the nitty-gritty of decisions 
at session meetings it is sometimes difficult to remember our real role. 

I should have realized right away this was going to be different from most conferences. The 
sounds seeping out of the church sanctuary were unusual. Guitars and drums were making a 
terrible commotion and I wondered what I had gotten myself into. 

A half-hour later I was singing along with a group of teenagers from a B.C. Cariboo house 
church. Those young people, with the love of God in their music and in their prayers, > 
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captivated all of us. It wasn’t my 
kind of music, but they set an aura 
of vitality that permeated every 
worship session they led. They 
reminded us that we were here 
to worship God and that all else 
pales beside this commitment. 

Yes, there was laughter and 
song but we _ struggled, too. 
Some from smaller churches were 
mourning the demise of their 
congregations. It hurt all of us to 
watch them go through this loss. But, 
as during any bereavement, we were 
there to support and remind them 
that God had promised He would not 
forsake them. Still, words don’t always 
soothe the heartache involved with 
loss. It takes time and renewal. 

Personal problems surfaced, and 
I found myself reaching across the 
lunch table, holding hands with a 
stranger, praying and asking God to 
guide her through a crisis. 

It is in these little moments that God’s presence is so real. 

But it was not all serious as throughout the confer- 
ence the tiny, two-year-old daughter of one of the leaders 
wandered around, enchanting us with her winsome ways. 
I watched serious men, almost on their knees, grinning in 
order to entice a smile from this earthly angel. 

In small group sessions we dealt with things like the work 
of the Holy Spirit, spiritual gifts, and God-centred worship. 
Some led and some listened but we all gained insight and 
shared. Gradually, the concept of eldership was teased 
apart and examined. We questioned whether our church 
programs are truly about bringing people into the presence 
of God, as we sometimes get confused about being socially 
responsible versus being religiously responsible. 

These were difficult questions but our mandate was to 
bring the love of Jesus into the lives of many. We asked 
ourselves, “What works, what doesn’t?” “What needs to 
be let go of?” and even, “Are we were bringing people into 
the church to meet the budget or to meet God?” It was a 
struggle to be truly honest. 

Someone asked, “Do we expect to meet Jesus when we 
come to church?” Now that was challenging. Yes, you expect 
to be moved by the sermon and enriched by the music but 
do you expect to meet Jesus? 

I felt Jesus’ presence several times: Once, when a hand 
reached out to comfort me, a widow, whose eyes filled with 
tears when I mentioned my loss. And again when I| saw a 
group of five sitting in a circle, heads bowed, praying for 
insight for their leaders. I certainly felt Jesus’ gentle admoni- 
tion when one of the young musicians in our study group 
reminded us to start our meeting with prayer and then did 
so with such personal sincerity our hearts were touched. 

The title of the conference, Eldership Unleashed 
confounded me somewhat until I heard Bruce Fraser’s 
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revolutionary words. He gave us 
a fuller commission. No longer 
should the role of elder be 
confined to visiting, phoning 
and participating in session and 
communion. He was asking us 
to be apostles, experiencing the 
Holy Spirit in a new way and 
taking that message of renewal 
to the congregation sis 
sounded pretty far out for most 
Presbyterians, but Bruce quoted 
John Knox in 1555 describing the 
elders of the church as “sobbing and 
groaning for the bread of life” 
and being “overwhelmed by the 
Spirit.” It sure didn’t sound like the 
“Frozen Chosen” as we are some- 
times called. 

As I sit and recall the conference, 
images flit through my mind ... The 
quiet after the Friday night session. 
Was the Holy Spirit there, in that 
place, at that time? Sharing our faith 

with strangers from different provinces and denominations 
(Presbyterian, United, Christian Reformed and Lutheran). 
The look of anticipation each morning on the faces of 
the participants as they came through the church doors— 
would they find Christ in the church today? The emphasis 
on prayer. The warm hugs, the laughter at the “nonsense 
games” we played, and our own personal two-year-old angel 
scattering smiles like stardust over all of us. 

Bruce’s Sunday morning message was as passionate as I 
have ever heard. He spoke of a loving Father, aching to give 
His children the extraordinary gift of eternal life, longing for 
them to accept it; His heartbreak when we refuse, and His 
ultimate joy when we accept. 

We grew through those few days—grew in our love for 
each other and for the Lord. No one was untouched by 
the commission to pray, proclaim the Kingdom of God 
and revolutionize our ideas about the expectations of the 
eldership. 

I thought on these things as I wandered around the 
empty church on Sunday afternoon. The mountaintop expe- 
rience was over and I felt I had lost something precious. It 
was then I noticed a flash of purple in one corner. Someone 
had set an African Violet on a chair to catch the sunlight. 

It reminded me that God never forsakes us even when 
the mountaintop experiences are over. The song, prayers and 
instruction had ended, but here, in a burst of purple blos- 
soms, God had declared His ongoing presence in creation 
and in our lives. & 


Patricia Schneider is an elder at Forbes Church in Grande Prairie, 
Alta. A widow, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, she 
is an active community volunteer and shares her faith in a weekly 
blog on the Record’s website. 
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We NEED TO KNEEL AT THE CROSS 
BEFORE MOVING FORWARD. sroonupserr 


| t Was a meeting with the Holy Spirit. 

The Eldership Unleashed conference was just that, for all of us. It revealed to me why I had 
volunteered for the committee in the first place, and why the Lord had put a deep hungering in 
my heart, early last year, for a closer relationship with and knowledge of the Holy Spirit since my 
surrender to Him in 1979. It also helped explain His putting the story of Gideon (Judges 7:2) into my 
heart, as I thought about our congregation and its future. Our small Lakeside Presbyterian Church 
in Summerland, B.C., struggles with challenges familiar to many. We are few in numbers and are 
mainly an older congregation. But Jesus is the Head of his church; the Holy Spirit is his living pres- 
ence amongst us today, and knowing the intent of the conference and something about Bruce 
Fraser, the presenter, I believed the conference, and he, might speak to our situation. However, first 
of all, God wanted me to be there to deal with me. 

In the past I’ve served within the United Church (as a teacher), Baptist Convention (as a teacher, 
deacon, and lay pastor), and was elected as a ruling elder at Lakeside about six years ago. I must 
confess that I really had not understood this calling, and had forgotten or ignored a key point about 
which Bruce spoke: an elder may be elected, but he or she is called by God. 

Whatever good I’ve done as an elder, I have carried a lot of “pride of position” with me as well. 
In Bruce’s third session, he emphasized that “...as rulers whose authority comes from Christ, elders 
are diligent in seeking the will of God for the congregation, and in leading the congregation in the 
direction they believe Christ would have it go.” As we sat in silence in the almost palpable pres- 
ence of the Spirit, I was under a deep conviction of my attitude of heart. As I wept and prayed, the 
Holy Spirit led me through conviction, repentance, the peace of forgiveness, and into the fruit of 
joy—the one fruit of the Spirit that had always eluded me. Whatever change might be needed in our 
congregation, my responsibility was change within myself: fuller submission to the Spirit of Christ. 

Many of us at Lakeside have experienced wonderful growth in our faith these past years, and the 
preaching and teaching are solidly Christ-centred. However, as our physical and financial resources 
diminish, we search for what mission we might have in our community. I returned from the confer- 
ence with no easy solutions. So I started at what I believe is the heart of the matter: sharing with the 
congregation what I have shared here, and calling on each of us to search our hearts for anything » 
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causing separation from God, to repent 
and seek forgiveness and the direction 
of the Spirit. We have to kneel at the 
cross before we can move forward. 

Where do we go from here as a 
congregation? We may choose dissolu- 
tion after our pastor retires next year. We 
would be like the church of Jerusalem 
in 70 A.D.—going out, taking our faith 
and the gospel to new church homes. 
Perhaps we could keep the doors open 
with pulpit supply ... but still, what is 
our mission? Just how important to 
us—to Christ’s mission—is our heritage 
building with its fine tracker organ? 
Could the offering needed for heat 
and light serve the Lord and His world 
better if used for missions? Should we 
meet in people’s homes, as Christians 
used to do, as is presently done in the 
Cariboo? Are the elders in a position to 
provide leadership in all aspects of the 
church’s life? 

Last summer we looked at our past, 
present and future, as a congregation. 
In September, a committee of presby- 
tery visited to offer help in the process. 
As we look at the mission we might 
have, the form it might take, and the 
possibility of and need for significant 
change in how we as a congregation 
“do church,” we need to seek the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance. If there is no change, 
the only prospect will be closing the 
doors. The teaching and sharing we all 
experienced at the conference encour- 
ages me that this is not the only option. 
But change we must, and through it all 
we must “...fix our eyes upon Jesus...” 
(Hebrews 12:2); we must submit our 
will to the leading of his Spirit. If we 
let him do the leading and changing, 
from the inside out, let us take heart 
in remembering that, as with Gideon 
and the Midianites, God’s hands are 
not tied by small numbers. As Jesus 
told Paul, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) @ 


Don Lipsett is, in his words, “by God's 


grace, a Christian.” He is an elder at 
Lakeside, Summerland, B.C. 
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AND WE MUST RESPOND. 


BY GINNY-LOU ALEXANDER 


VVOW | What a weekend! For four days I was immersed in 
i 


the presence of God, as He blessed me with Spirit- 
led teaching and great fellowship. The accommodation at the Grande Prairie 
Regional College was superb. God put four of us together in our quad and we 
bonded through sharing and prayer. Throughout the event, God reaffirmed 
for me three important principles for living and working in the Kingdom: 1) 
God, through the Holy Spirit, is very much at work everywhere in the world 
today; 2) Every believer in and follower of Jesus is called and given spiritual 
gifts; 3) God must be given all the glory! 

The worship team, comprised of five members of the Noble family, led us 
in uplifting praise and worship of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We sang 
old favourite hymns, contemporary choruses, and even a few camp songs 
complete with actions. (I hope there is still a bit of the child in all of us!) 
It was in relation to the worship team that God impressed upon my heart 
that “I (God) will not share my glory with anyone.” I have been the Nobles’ 
piano/speech and dramatic arts teacher for years, making it very tempting 
to take some of the credit for their success. It is God who enabled all things 
to “work together for good for those who are the called according to His 
purpose.” I was merely one of the instruments He chose—praise His name! 

The theme of our keynote speaker, Bruce Fraser, was that all believers 
“are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people,” whose earthly task is to “proclaim the praises of Him who called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). The ministry of 
the laos (the whole people of God) must be the core of ministry within the 
church. The priority of the church through its elders must be the equip- 
ping of the Jaos for the ministry. The elders are to be the ‘equippers,’ not 
necessarily the ‘doers.’ The structures and ministries of the church should 
enable the whole congregation to grow to be more and more like Jesus. 
Jesus has promised that he “will never leave us or forsake us,” and that he 
“will be with us to the end of the age” so that all of his followers can go 
where he sends, say what he wants said, and do what he wants done. All 
followers of Jesus have a contribution to make to God’s mission in their 
location, without exception. When people allow Jesus to get hold of them, 


mission happens wherever they go. 

The pastoral care workshop, which I led, tied in very 
nicely to what Bruce had been saying. The workshop 
started by defining what pastoral care was not, based on 
the book of Job. At the end of our time we had a defini- 
tion: “As the priesthood of all believers/followers of Jesus 
we must live in such close fellowship with him that at any 
given moment, at the nudge of the Holy Spirit, we become 
shepherd, apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, teacher, 
friend, listener, or maybe just plain old muscle-power, 
without any thought or hesitation.” “Be very careful then, 
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how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most 
of every opportunity ...” 

God’s Holy Spirit tied the weekend’s events together, 
and the entire time was a blessing. My response is to 
commit my way to Him every day, and trust Him to work 
out His purposes in and through my life. 1 am thankful to 
have been able to attend such an inspiring event. m 


Ginny-Lou Alexander lives in 100 Mile House, B.C., and 
has been an elder and lay missionary with the Presbyterian 
Church’s Cariboo house church ministry since 2002. 
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SPECIAL: Moderator’s Trip to Israel-Palestine 


Behind the Wa 


THE MODERATOR GETS A GLIMPSE OF WHAT LIFE IS LIKE FOR PALESTINIANS. BY CONNIE WARDLE 


General Assembly doesn’t 
ally choose the destination for its 
Moderator’s international visit. But 
when the church’s response to the 
Kairos Palestine Document, a plea 
for support written by Palestinian 
Christians, stirred passion and debate 


usu- 


among the commissioners last June, 
the court asked the Moderator to con- 
sider fulfilling the authors’ request for 
fellow Christians to “come and see” 
what life was like for Palestinians in 
the territories occupied by Israel. 


rom Oct-eteto 20, 2011 eRev: 

Dr. Rick Horst and a group of 

seven others visited refugee 

camps, churches, mosques and 
synagogues, schools and church-run 
organizations, Israel’s famed Holocaust 
museum and biblical sites. They met 
with prominent religious leaders and 
local Palestinians. The trip brought 
them from Beirut, Lebanon, through 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
Hebron, Ramallah, Masada and Haifa. 
They saw a great deal, and returned 
with a great deal to think about. 

The Presbyterian Record’s Connie 
Wardle had a chance to talk with the 
Moderator days after his return from 
the Holy Land. Excerpts from that con- 
versation follow. 


PRESBYTERIAN RECORD: Did you find that 
having your destination essentially chosen by 
the church's highest court affected the way you 
thought about or experienced the trip? 

RICK HORST: No, I never thought of 
it that way. The Middle East wasn’t on 
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the table originally. We talked about 
places where we have partnerships, 
which is typically the approach. India 
was my first choice of that mix. 

We don’t really have partnership 
ministries [in Israel-Palestine]. We have 
friendships with all kinds of organiza- 
tions, but that’s different from saying 
we have partnerships where we might 
be supporting staff on the ground 
and that kind of thing. So when the 
assembly said maybe the Moderator’s 
trip should think about going to Israel- 
Palestine—I was pretty excited about 
that notion. 


PR: What were your expectations for the trip? 

RH: Well, to gain some insight into 
the reality of Palestinian life on the 
ground. The media doesn’t really rep- 
resent that picture, or if it does it tries 
to paint Palestinians as murderers and 
terrorists, which is nowhere near real- 
ity. We just wanted to see what it’s 
like, and to discover, as we did, that it’s 
far different than the average person 
might assume. Someone who’s more 
connected might be aware of some of 
the realities of living behind the sepa- 
ration wall [between Israel and the 
Palestinian territories], but most of us 
don’t see that. 


PR: Did you or anyone in the group have a 
problem crossing checkpoints? 

RH: No. [On foot] you had to go 
through this screening and they [the 
Israeli guards] let us in. There were 
other checkpoints and places when 
we were on buses, where you're pulled 
over and they come on and check your 


Rick Horst emerges from a shepherd’s 
cave in Beit Sahour, near Bethlehem. 


passports and ask you a few questions: 
where are you going and why? Our 
drivers, who were Arabs, would get 
hauled in and interrogated and humili- 
ated, and finally put back and off we’d 
go. This was a daily occurrence. 

So you see this all face to face. And 
Bethlehem’s in Palestine. It’s about a 
half-hour drive from Jerusalem, and 
just as you're arriving in Bethlehem— 
there you go, you've got to go through 
a checkpoint. Every day people who 
have got to work on the other side have 
to go through this and they [the Israeli 
guards] will do all kinds of things to 
hold people up. Farmers who are trying 
to get across the checkpoint to what 
had been their land—but it’s sort of 
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been severed because the Israelis built 
a separation wall—have to go through 
checkpoints to get to their own land to 
harvest their own olives. 

That just happens every day 
through all of Palestine. But interna- 
tionally you don’t hear about this. 


PR: During your time in Beirut, Lebanon, 
you visited Shatila and Dbayeh refugee 
camps where Palestinian refugees have 
been living since the camps were estab- 
lished in 1949 and 1956 respectively. What 
was that like? 

RH: A whole lot of people in a 
whole little space. But people are going 
about their lives, and have been doing 
so for the last 62 years—just ghettoed. 
... It was a remarkable experience in 
terms of folks living in this kind of 
dead-endedness—if that’s a term—for 
62 years without much open to them 
beyond [the camp] because they’re not 
in a position to purchase anything, or 
build homes anywhere else, or to get 
property because they’re Palestinians. 
So there they live. 

We saw work being done by the 
joint Christian committees of the com- 
munities; they were running schools, 
vocational stuff (there was a hairdress- 
ing school—of course there was noth- 
ing they could do for me), English 
as a second language, lots of nurs- 
ery and day school stuff for children. 
And this wonderful mixture of folks 
from whatever your religion is or was. 
Emphasizing the role early of learn- 
ing to be in relationship with people 
regardless of their religious or ethnic 
perspective or persuasion. 


PR: You met tons of people during the trip; 
who had a real impact on you? 

RH: [One of them was] ... the coor- 
dinator for the Kairos Palestine project, 
Rifat Kassis; we had dinner with him 
one night. He’s the one that wrote the 
response back [from the Kairos group] 
to our assembly. He’s a very passionate 
guy who said a number of things that 
stuck with me and will for a long time. 
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Palestinian schoolgirls in the village of Zeita. 


PR: Like what? 

RH: Well, ‘when are Christians 
going to stop specializing in making 
apologies and start standing up for the 
gospel up front, so we don’t always 
have to apologize for having messed 
it up.’ I thought, wow. Since I’m going 
to Halifax [on Oct. 26 for a Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission event], 
how true is that? It’s courage—know- 
ing what’s right but not having the 
guts to do it. You end up having to 
apologize, whether it’s South Africa or 
Palestine or Canada or wherever. 

That’s one of the issues for us now as 
a team of eight folks. How do we hon- 
our this experience in tangible ways? 
We have every intention of continuing 
to raise this in the church and hope- 
fully next year’s assembly will continue 
to carry over some of this emphasis 
because there’s still so much to be done 
in solidarity with Palestinians. 


PR: As you toured various biblical sites, 
were there any poignant moments given 
the context of the trip? 

RH: I think Bethlehem; the fact 
that we stayed in Bethlehem right on 
Manger Square, and we were in the 


heart of where things might have hap- 
pened. And just to sense the spirit of 
all the people that come there, and the 
pilgrims and the power that the place 
has for so many people. 

One night, [Rev.] Tom Vais and I 
were sitting having a beverage, and 
I remember Tom saying, ‘Y’know, I 
can’t believe we’re just kinda hanging 
out here 200 yards from where Jesus 
was born.’ The tourist mindset always 
teaches us to go, ‘oh, this is cool, done 
that,’ and move on. As opposed to 
spending more time reflecting on, of 
all places in the world to be, here we 
are. What’s that really mean, y’know? 
And what it teaches you is that, on 
one hand it doesn’t need to mean that 
much—you can be on the other side of 
the world and it’s still just as powerful 
to be a Christian in Canada. But it’s 
neat to be there for a moment. 


PR: How has your knowledge—or your 
feeling of knowledge—of the situation 
changed now that you are back in Canada 
and reflecting on it? 

RH: Two things. One: I know way 
more than I did before I left. Two: I 
don’t want to be the mouthy guy » 


January 2012 Presbyterian Record 4 ] 


M 


Graffiti on the Palestinian side of the separation wall. 


who now suddenly thinks he knows 
everything because he was there once. 
There’s a balance that’s important. 

I saw things that you just didn’t 
realize you were going to see of the 
reality on the ground. So how do you 
make something of that? There are all 
kinds of people who have seen and 
experienced that, and it’s still there. So 
it’s not like any one or two self-righ- 
teous people are going to come back 
and say, “Well, let’s set this straight.” 
Because it ain’t that easy. That’s the 
frustration and the difficulty. How do 
you ultimately reach a tipping point 
where the world says, ‘Enough.’ 

Certainly the Palestinians that we 
met are so aware that they’re being 
oppressed, and so at peace. ‘Y’know, 
we're Okay. We don’t have to find a 
way to be terrorists or something, we’re 
just counting on the international 
community to somehow stand up for 
us because we don’t have the political 
clout to make it happen on our own.’ 

There’s a fellow named Paul 
Damouni—who’s about 23—who 
worked for Sylvia Haddad [director 
of the Joint Christian Committee for 
Social Service] in Beirut. He grew up in 
a Palestinian refugee camp, but worked 
hard, got to school, and went to uni- 
versity determined to make the most 
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of his life. ... He was a really neat guy 
to be with because he was so western- 
ized in so many ways, but still had 
this genuine heart and passion for the 
Palestinian reality. His parents live in 


"Y'KNOW, WE'RE OKAY. 
WE DON'T HAVE 

— TOFIND AWAYTO 

' BETERRORISTS OR 

: SOMETHING, 
"WE'RE JUST COUNTING 
~ ONTHE INTERNATIONAL 
'  COMMUNITYTO 
SOMEHOW STAND 

3 UP FOR US’ 


Seattle, but he’s like, ‘I ain’t moving to 
the U.S.! This is where my life belongs.’ 
That may change for him someday. But 
for now, maybe in his youthful exuber- 
ance, he’s passionate about doing what 
he can in his own time and setting for 
his people. 


PR: I think that’s very telling, though. | think 
some people outside the situation ask, why 
don’t people just leave? If it’s so hard to 
have to go through a checkpoint every day 


to get to work, why don’t they live some- 
where else? 

RH: That’s another huge piece for 
Palestinian Christians because there 
are so many of them who have emi- 
grated. So many that it’s just unbeliev- 
able. I think they’re down to one and a 
half per cent left in Palestine who are 
Christian. But you’ve got that core of 
people who are saying, if we leave then 
what is left are these relic historical 
sites; no living stones are here anymore 
and we don’t want to go there. 

There’s this real urgency to the rest 
of the world. Because so easily we'll say, 
well come to Canada! It’s a great coun- 
try; emigrate here. ... The Palestinian 
Christians’ perspective is: This is the 
cradle of our faith. What a horrible 
thing if we just all leave. In so many 
ways, it’s the Christians who are the 
moderating influence amongst all the 
religious institutions. They’re the ones 
doing the schools that say anybody can 
come, you don’t have to be Christian. 
They’re the ones trying to set up a civil 
order that allows for people to live 
freely regardless of what their faith 
tradition is, so that the civic arena is a 
place for anyone to participate. That’s 
a pretty big piece and a pretty big 
message that I think they have for us. 
This whole sense of, ‘nothing against 
your countries, but we don’t want to 
leave here. We don’t want to abandon 
our historic place here. Because this is 
where the Christian church came into 
being and grew. And it’s still here and 
we have work to do as long as there are 
people here. And if we all emigrate it 
collapses.’ 

Archbishop Elias Chacour [the 2009 
winner of the PCC’s E. H. Johnson 
award] gave us all a copy of his newest 
book, We Belong to the Land, and auto- 
graphed it for each of us. That’s his 
title, which is so opposite to the Israeli 
view: the land belongs to us. While 
the Palestinian Christian view is: we 
belong to the land. All of us. Why can’t 
we share it? Why do we have to think 
it’s ours and not yours? It’s just such a 
healthier perspective. 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s staff writer. 
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19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 


Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 
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30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
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Does your new minister read the 


Presbyterian Record? 


Find out! 


Place your employment ad in our next issue and find the perfect candidate fast. 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 
or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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Ministry Opportunities 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Summerside, P.E.|., Summerside; interim 
moderators Rev. Mark Buell, RR 1, Belle River, 
PE COA 1B0; mwbuell@ihis.org and Rev. 
Andrew Hutchinson, 18 Edgehill Terrace, 
Stratford, PE C1B 2V4; atgh@bellaliant.net. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 

EASTERN ONTARIO 

Winchester, Ont., St. Paul’s; Chesterville, St. 
Andrew's; Morewood; full-time; interim 
moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO Box 131, 
Maxville, ON KOC 1T0; 613-538-2582; 
jim_olga@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Brampton, St. Andrew’s; senior minister; interim 
moderator Rev. Harvey Self, PO Box 276, 
Orangeville, ON LOW 2Z7; 519-941-1334; 
office@tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org. 

Cambridge, Knox's Galt; interim moderator 
Rev. Angus Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave.N., 
Cambridge, ON N1S 2L1;519-748-4540 


We back Ministry Opportunities 


(office); ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

Colborne, Old St. Andrew’s; half-time minister; 
interim moderator Rev. David G. Cooper, 

67 Victoria Ave., Belleville, ON K8N 2A1; 
613-242-6927; revdavecooper@gmail.com. 

Elmvale, Elmvale and Flos, Knox; interim 
moderator Rev. Karen Horst, 144-580 West 
St.S., Orillia, ON L3V 6L8; 705-828-5412; 
karenhorst@rogers.com. 

Etobicoke, Graceview; interim moderator 
Rev. Thomas Kim, c/o University Presbyterian 
Church, 1830 Finch Ave. W., Toronto, ON 
M3N 1M8; 416-663-3281; 
minister@universitychurch.ca. 

Gravenhurst, Knox; minister; interim moderator 
Rev. Courtney M. Crawford, 28 Gray St., PO Box 
821, Coldwater, ON LOK 1E0; 705-238-8648; 
revcmcrawford@gmail.com. 

Kingston, St. John’s and Seeley’s Bay, Sand Hill; 
full-time; interim moderator Rev. Kate Jordan, 
175 Stone St.S.,Gananoque, ON K7G 2A2; 
613-382-2315; kate-byronjordan@bell.net. 

Markham, Markham Chinese; full-time associate 
minister for English-speaking ministry, 
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To feature your employment opportunity please contact Carol McCormick at 


905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


Our wish as a caring and 
inclusive congregation 

is to welcome a minister 
who will: 


, ¢ lead us in relevant worship 
f° strengthen us in spirit 
# ¢ and inspire us in growth 


| Weare a unique spiritual 

family blessed with 
enthusiasm, open to the 
challenges of the future. 


For more information: www.knoxcalgary.ca, Interim Moderator Rev. Bob Smith, 
c/o Varsity Acres Presbyterian Church, Tel: 403-288-0544, bob.smith@vapc.ca 


44 January 2012 Presbyterian Record 


familiarity with Mandarin and Cantonese 
languages beneficial; interim moderator 
Rev. Sam Priestley, 19 Elm Lea St., Markham, ON 
L3P 3M8; 905-294-1633; sam.priestley@bell.net. 

Nottawa, Emmanuel; full-time minister; 
interim moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 
206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 
705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oshawa, St. Luke’s and St. James (new two- 
point charge); joint interim moderators 
Rev. Dr. Lynda Reid, lyndareid@bellnet.ca 
and Rev. Dr. lan Clark, drianclark@gmail.com. 

Parry Sound, St. Andrew’s; Pastor of Word 
and Sacrament; Interim Moderator 
Rev. George Anderson, c/o St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, 1 High St., Huntsville, 
ON P1H 2R3; 705-789-2122; george@ 
standrewsessionsparrysound.ca; 
www.standrewsparrysound.org. 

Scarborough, St. David's; interim moderator 
Rev. J.P.lan Morrison, 17 Earswick Dr., 
Scarborough, ON M1E 1C7; 416-265-0135; 
ian.morrison@bellnet.ca. 

Toronto, Calvin; interim moderator Rev. 

Dr. Harris Athanasiadis, 1 Greenland Rd., 
Toronto, ON M3C 2E4; 416-444-3471; 
hathan1964@hotmail.com. 

Toronto, Knox; senior minister; interim moderator 
Rev. Don Pollock, 630 Spadina Ave., Toronto, 
ON M5S 2H4; donpoll@rogers.com. 

Toronto, St. John’s; half-time minister; co-interim 
moderators Rev. Dr. Nick Athanasiadis; 
nick@leasidepresbyterianchurch.ca; and 
Rev. Angela J. Cluney, 670 Eglinton Ave. 

E., Toronto, ON M4G 2K4; 416-422-0510; 
angela@leasidepresbyterianchurch.ca. 

Trenton, St. Andrew’s; full-time minister; 
interim moderator Rev. Stephen Durkin; 
sdunkin@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
Brussels, Melville; part-time; interim moderator Rev. 
Don McCallum, c/o Knox Presbyterian Church, 

220 Livingstone Ave.N., Listowel, ON N4W 1P9; 
519-291-4690; donpmccallum@wightman.ca. 
Dresden, St.Andrew’s and Rutherford; full- 
time minister for two-point charge; interim 
moderator Rev. Douglas Cameron, 251 Duncan 
St., Wallaceburg, ON N8A 5G5;519-397-9132; 
pastordoug-im@thosecamerons.com. 
IIderton, Bethel; part-time; Carl Crossett, 
convener of search committee, 14846 
Fifteen Mile Rd., RR 2, Denfield, ON NOM 1P0; 
519-225-2733; ccrossett@quadro.net. 


Port Colborne, First; interim moderator Rev. Raye 
Brown, 6 Burns Place, Fort Erie, ON L2A 3W1; 
905-871-3450; rayebrown1953@gmail.com. 

St. Catharines, St. Giles; minister; interim 
moderator Rev. Douglas Schonberg, 8280 
Willoughby Dr., Niagara Falls, ON L2G 6X2; 905- 
295-4231; doug.schonberg@chippawapc.ca. 

Sarnia, St. Andrew's; interim moderator Rev.Ena 
van Zoeren, PO Box 421,Wyoming, ON NON 
1T0; 519-845-1931; enavanz@gmail.com. 

Teeswater, Knox and Kinlough; interim 
moderator Rev. Michael Rundle, 563 11th 
St., Hanover, ON N4N 174;519-364-1622; 
michaelrundle_@hotmail.com. 

Wiarton, St. Paul’s; Minister; interim moderator 
Rev. Terry Samuel, PO Box 931, Lion’s Head, 
ON NOH 1W0; 519-793-6265 or 519-396- 
6082; tsamuel@bmts.com. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 
NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Greenstone, Ont., St. Andrew’s; half-time; 
interim moderator Bert Vancook, 207 S. 
Brodie St., Thunder Bay, ON P7E 146; 807- 
622-4273; minister@saintapc.ca. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Knox; interim moderator Rev. Bob 
Smith, c/o Varsity Acres Presbyterian Church, 
4612 Varsity Dr. NW, Calgary, AB T3A 1V7; 
403-288-0544; bob.smith@vapc.ca. 

Red Deer, Alta., Knox; interim moderator 
Rev. Annabelle Wallace, 13820-109A Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T5M 2K1; 403-505-9736; 
annabellew@shaw.ca. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Synod staff person; full-time; Location: resident 
of Vancouver area; Qualifications: minister or 
diaconal minister (job description is available 
upon request); Contact Rev. R. Sparks, clerk of 
synod, PO Box 127, Quathiaski Cove, BC VOP 
1NO; 250-285-2322; synodofbc@gicable.com. 

Vernon, Knox; interim moderator Rev. David 
Heath; 250-860-6051; bntheredsh@gmail. 
com; www.pccweb.ca/Knox-Vernon. 

Victoria, Trinity; interim moderator Rev. 
Irwin Cunningham, c/o Saanich Peninsula 
Presbyterian Church, 9296 East Saanich Rd., 
North Saanich, BC V8L 1H8; 250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. 
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Church 
Offices 
Stunned 


and 
Saddened 


A REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY WAS HELD 
at 50 Wynford Drive in December to 
honour the memory of staff mem- 
ber SHEILA MARY LANG (nee Reoch) 
who passed away peacefully at home, 
in her husband’s arms, in the early 
morning hours of Dec. 10th at the age 
of 56. 

Beginning in January 2003, Sheila 
worked at the Presbyterian Church’s 
national offices in Ministry and 
Church Vocations, the General As- 
sembly Office, and most recently as 
program coordinator with Canadian 
Ministries. She was also involved with 
the National Native Ministry Council, 
a commitment that was very impor- 
tant to her. It brought her life and she 
brought life to it, as well. 

“Sheila was a good friend to many 
in the office and across the church,” 
said Ilan McDonald, associate secre- 
tary of Canadian Ministries, in an 
email sent to staff. “She saw her work 
as ministry, and she approached it— 
as with all things—with grace, digni- 
ty, concern, and a sense of perspective 
and gentle kindness.” 

Originally from Montreal, Shei- 
la married her high school sweet- 
heart, Philip in 1978. They moved 
to Markham, Ont., in 1989. An avid 
reader, Sheila became a dedicated vol- 
unteer at the library at her children’s 
school. As a lifelong churchgoer, 
Sheila was able to explore her spiritu- 
ality and her love of music as an elder 
and choir member, most recently at 
Unionville Presbyterian Church. 

She will be remembered most for 
the way that she lived: with grace, 
compassion, integrity and love. Sheila 
was especially proud of her children. 
She will be greatly missed by her hus- 
band, Phil, sons Andrew and Mathew 
and daughter Alison, grandson Ja- 
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cob and parents Betty and Crawford 
Reoch, sister Cathy McLennan and 
brother Brian Nuttal. 


A fund has been set up in Sheila’s name for 
the PCC’s continuing work with native com- 
munities in Canada. Please address all dona- 
tions to the Presbyterian Church in Canada, 50 
Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON, M3C 1J7. Please 
designate: In memory of Sheila Lang. @ 


Calling all Canadian 
Presbyterian 
Seminary Students, 


Rev. Dr. DeCourcy Rayner was the = 
editor of the Presbyterian Record =~ 
from 1958-1977. An annual contest 

‘in his name is sponsored by 
Armour Heights Presbyterian 
Church, Toronto. This year, your 
Rayner Prize challenge is to take one: 
of your essays or assignments from. 
this academic year and convert it” 
into an 800-word magazine article, © 
written in the popular voice... 


THE WINNER WILL RECEIVE: 
*$500 CASH, COURTESY OF ARMOUR HEIGHTS 
* THEIR STORY PUBLISHED IN THE RECORD 


Second place will receive $300, and: $100 for 
third: All entries will be published online. The 
winners are adjudicated by Record staff. 


SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 
EMAIL YOUR ENTRY AS.AN ATTACHMENT 
AND IN THE BOD Y.OF THE EMAIL TO 
REV. BILL MIDDLETON, 
BMIDDLETON@ARMOURHEIGHTS.ORG, 
AND TO THE RECORD, 
AFAIZ@PRESBYTERIAN.CA. 


We look forward to reading 
your articles! Good luck! 
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PeopleOtPlaces 


St. Andrew’s, Stratford, Ont. 


St. Andrew’s celebrated the 400th anniversary of the King 
James Bible in October. Here, Ben Congram carefully presents a 
copy of the celebrated translation to Rev. Dr. Hugh Jones. 

The care is warranted—this copy is from the year 1630! 


Clairlea Park, 
Scarborough, Ont. 

Clairlea Park celebrated 60 years in 
November, giving thanks for God's 
abiding faithfulness. The special 
service was filled with members, 

, former members, and friends who 
gathered for food and fellowship 
following the service. 

From left: Elders Alena Job, Sohan Singh, 
Audrey Burrell-Graham, Joyce Donaldson, 
Joan Brown, Rev. Linda Larmour, elder 


Barbara Fris and clerk of session, 
Jim McPherson. 


qghe Presbyterian Kip 


St. George 


¢ Foarded 1790 7 


Sardayp Sckool & Worship 
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St. George, N.B. 


Rev. Lorne MacLeod smiles next to Allan, James and Margaret 
Grant at the dedication of the new St. George Kirk sign. The 
young bush planted in the garden below is a burning bush 
chosen to match the image at the top of the sign. The sign was 
dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory of Paul 
Grant, son to Allan and Margaret and brother to James. 


11:00 are 


Revererd Lorre Macheod} = 
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Westview, Toronto 
The Record's staff writer, 
Connie Purvis, married Ewan 
Wardle in August, 2011. 
Presiding at the wedding 

was Rev. Tim Purvis, father 

of the bride and minister 

at Westview. Our Ms. Purvis 
assumed a married name and 
became Connie Wardle in the 
pages of this magazine. 


on 


From left: Robert and Shirley Purvis, 
Ewan and Connie Wardle, Lori, 
Jay and Tim Purvis. 


Langley, B.C. 

Langley’s Dorothy Ludwig (centre) poses with the gold medal 
she won for Canada in the 2011 Pan-Am Games in Guadalajara, 
Mexico. Dorothy earned first place in the women’s 10-metre air 
pistol event, securing herself a position on the Canadian team at 
the upcoming summer 2012 Olympic Games in London, England. 
She is shown here with pastor Terry Hibbert (right) as well as her 
husband, Cam and son, Erden. Congratulations, Dorothy! 


Knox, Bobcaygeon, Ont. 

Wednesday is a big day at Knox. That's when the Milk Bag 
Mats crocheting group meets to turn old milk bags into 
new sleeping mats and prayer mats for Haiti and other 
needy countries. It’s also the day the Knox Frocks group 
meets to transform old pillow cases and fabric scraps 

into dresses and boys’ shorts for children in Ghana and 

Sri Lanka. Intended as a one-day venture, this mission 
became weekly when donations of materials kept pouring 
in. Reducing waste, helping others, embracing creativity— 


Knox has it covered. ON OUR WEBSITE: Six more stories of generosity and 


From left: Norm Taylor, Marj Brown, Irene Stark, Fran Wylie, Shirley celebration from St. Andrew's, Campbellford, Ont., Graceview, 
Kerr, Betty Irving and Donna Simon. Seated: Sheila Mayville and Etobicoke, Ont., St. James, Forest, Ont., Fallingbrook, 
Raticcn MOCHROtOC Scarborough, Ont., and First, Stellarton, N.S. 
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OF Called to Wonder 


SUBMIT your questions, comments and thoughts at presbyterianrecord.ca/calledtowonder 
$0 we can discuss them in the coming months! 


BY JENNIFER O’FARRELL 


This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in It. 


(Psalm 118: ce 
Dear friends, 
Long ago, the New Year in some countries started in March and in other places in September or June. 
The Gregorian calendar, adopted in 1582, set the first day of the year as Jan. 1st. However, it took 
several centuries to become standard across Europe. In North America, the first day of January did not 
become New Year’s Day until 1752, and only in those areas that were British colonies. 


Even now, not all countries or cultures celebrate New Year’s Day on Jan. ist. Hindus in different 
regions of India celebrate their springtime New Year on various dates. Muslims use a calendar that 
has 354 days in most years. As a result, the Muslim New Year falls on different dates from year to 
year. Eastern Orthodox churches use the older Julian calendar and celebrate Christmas on Jan. 7th 
and the New Year on Jan. 14th. 


The Chinese and the Korean New Years can begin anytime between late January and mid-February 
because these traditions are based on the lunar calendar. In 2012, both will celebrate New Year’s Day 
on Monday, the 23rd of January. The Jewish New Year, known as Rosh Hashanah (meaning “head of 
the year”) is a fall holiday, with the earliest possible celebration on Sept. Sth and the latest on Oct. 
5th. This year, it will begin at sunset on Sunday, the 16th of September. 


Wherever you live and whatever holiday traditions you and your family follow, may the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. May you be 
aware of God’s blessings each day throughout the coming year! 


Trust in God always, 
Jennifer 


Online, throughout January, 
let’s discuss the following: 


+ _ What did you do on New Year's Eve? 
Did you make any New Year's resolutions? 
How will the promise of God's forgiveness help you this year? 
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For the Journey i 


I have never felt more hopeful for the church at large as 
I sat and listened. I know I was not alone 


can eat,” I threw up my single shot 
rifle in its ancient but formidable 45-70 
calibre and let one go. 

The large calibre 45-70 has a huge 
thunderous voice and kick when you 
unleash it. I had unleashed it so quickly 
that I didn’t have it completely snugged 
into my shoulder. The piercing clap of 
thunder emitted from its barrel touched 
off several simultaneous reactions. The 
wolf jumped straight in the air about 
four feet, swapping ends and nearly 
detaching his head and tail in the 
process before running away unscathed. 
The rifle jumped straight up into my face 
and clobbered me with an upper cut that 
nearly tore off my jaw. And Jacob, with 
his back to the whole show and in full 
relaxed peeing mode when the thunder 
struck, jumped so fiercely he nearly 
tore his equipment off. He shouted, 
“Grandpa! What on earth was that?!” 

That was the end of the much- 
anticipated daylong bear hunt. It had 
lasted 15 minutes. There was no point 
in continuing. Every bear in the country 
would have ran over the mountain after 
such an uproar. I had become distracted 
and tempted and ruined it all. 

As we drove home, I looked across 
the pickup at the silent youth sitting 
beside me. He looked tremendously 
disappointed with a kind of transparency 
and honesty that only a 10-year-old can 
have. And later when I reflected upon 
it, he reminded me of me at a number 
of times in my life, most particularly 
when I was a neophyte Christian, still 
without whiskers in the church, deeply 
disappointed and wondering what on 
earth I had become a part of. At 30 years 
of age I felt had begun a journey that had 
tremendous promise and hope but I was 
making it with a companion community 
that was plagued with something akin to 
ADHD, easily distracted and tempted to 
drop what it was supposed to be doing 
to chase the first brightly coloured 
butterfly that flitted past. I would read 
the New Testament and see the church 


and what it was doing there, and I would 
look at the church I had fallen in with 
and what it was doing here. In the New 
Testament church I saw nothing of costly 
consecrated buildings, priestly ordained 
clergy, elaborate administration and 
costly programs. Rather, I saw small 
bands of believers meeting mostly in 
peoples’ homes—“households of God” 
Paul called them—with every member 
a living stone in the body of Christ and 
every member a priest functioning in 
ministry according to their spiritual gifts. 
I saw people functioning as overseers 
or elders but no_ ordained, titled, 
institutional officials. It seemed like the 
church I was journeying with was forever 
being distracted by its buildings, clergy, 
government and programs. When I 
would say something about this to the 
leaders and elders in the church, very 
often my “naivete” would be rebuffed 
and I was made to feel like I was 10 years 
old and barefoot standing in a church of 
well-gowned academics who had their 
brogues firmly on the ground and knew 
what was best. I vowed then to never 
ever lose my “10-year-old and barefoot” 
hope. Hope springs eternal. 

A little more than eight months ago, 
hope began to look realized as about 80 
of us took our shoes off, so to speak, at 
Forbes Presbyterian Church in Grande 
Prairie, Alta., for a conference called 
Eldership Unleashed. In one of his five 
excellent addresses, the theme speaker, 
Bruce Fraser from the Presbyterian 
Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand, 
had a lot to say about the distracted 
church. He referred to it as the church 
of Christendom. He spoke about his 
perception that in this age, Christ 
was reforming the church. He looked 
forward to the reforming church or post- 
Christendom church as one more closely 
resembling the first-century church. 

Bruce shared a vision of the post 
Christendom church as one where the 
institutional distractions of building, 
clergy, programs, and administration 


would be replaced with a grassroots, 
decentralized church. He looked forward 
to the leadership of the church once 
again embracing the apostle, prophet 
and evangelist, not just the pastor and 
teacher, as it worked to equip the whole 
people of God for ministry (Ephesians 
4:11). He envisioned a_ priesthood- 
of-all-believers church, meeting in 
committed community in small groups, 
led by lay people, overseen by elders, 
ministering prophetically on the fringes 
of culture with a missional stance 
rather than struggling to stand in the 
middle of culture desperately trying 
to reflect it. He dreamed of a church 
where the sacraments would be de- 
institutionalized and become central to 
faith and community once again. 

I have never felt more hopeful for 
the church at large as I sat and listened. 
I know I was not alone. Since that time 
other voices have been raised in a similar 
vein, privately in my hearing and even 
in the pages of this magazine. And then 
an assembly or synod or presbytery 
happens and I wonder about the power 
of distractions again and a church with 
ADHD tendencies. 

I will continue to keep my hope alive 
as I go about enjoying the church where 
I live. I have been blessed to live out my 
hope in this congregation of rural house 
churches in the Cariboo. We looka lot like 
that first-century church; not identical, 
but very similar. And as I live out my 
hope here, I confess to being generous in 
my hope for the church at large and my 
attitude towards it. I will allow for costly 
dedicated church buildings, priestly-type 
ordination and elaborate administration 
and programs, as long as we can all agree 
that the New Testament says absolutely 
nothing about them and generally what 
the church institution says about them is 
all wrong. @ 


Rev. David Webber is minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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Distracted 


STRUGGLING WITH A CAG iad sae Ls ADHD. 


BY DAVID WEBBER ILLUS 


had been anticipating it for weeks, my 10-year- 

old grandson, Jacob and I. We had talked about 
it, dreamed it and meticulously planned it; a spring bear hunt 
up the headwaters of Knife Creek. I knew just the spot. It was 
an area that had been cleanly logged perhaps 30 years ago with 
lots of aspen and birch left standing like sentinel clumps in large 
openings of lush green grass. Black bears are almost completely 
herbivores in the spring, eating grass and forbs voraciously. 
My spot was black bear heaven. And so we planned all winter, 
finally negotiating the one spring Saturday when | could get 
away and Jacob could come and stay overnight. 

We left before dawn, heading out in Faulknerian fashion to 
stalk the bear. We bounced along the bush road, both of us in 
excited silence, savouring the anticipation of the bear hunt and 
its grandfather/grandson dynamic. Finally, after easing our way 
in four-wheel drive down a power line right of way, we came 
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to the trail that wound its way upward to the bear patch. We 
started up the trail. | was demonstrating to Jacob the secret to 
stalking stealthily so as to make absolutely no noise. Bears have 
notoriously poor eyesight but particularly sensitive hearing and 
can hear a branch brush a pant leg for great distances. And so, 
we Stalked for about 15 minutes along the trail into the bush. 

“Grandpa! I have to pee,” Jacob whispered with a 
particularly painful look on his face, afraid he had somehow 
spoiled the hunt with the news. I motioned him to back 
off down the trail and to step to the side to do his business. 
I continued to study the trail ahead as I waited. And then it 
happened. 

The largest black wolf I have ever contemplated stepped out 
onto the trail. He was about a hundred yards away quartering 
towards me and just staring at us. Without even thinking, 
breaking all my own rules of “you only shoot what you 

continued on page 49 
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Expanding Our Selective Memory 


STUDYING BLACK HISTORY REMINDS US OF CANADA‘S IMPACT ON SLAVERY 
—NOT ALL OF WHICH WAS GOOD. BY DAVID HARRIS 


he young woman followed 
the guide’s hand to where a 
passage from Psalm 132 was 
mounted high on the wall. She 
read it, then dissolved into tears, knees 
buckling as she dropped to the floor. 

We were in Elmina Castle, built by the 
Portuguese between 1482-86 to defend 
their slice of the Africa Gold Coast. They 
used it as a trading post, first mostly for 
the gold. Soon, however, local tribes 
began bringing captured enemies whom 
they sold to the Portuguese as slaves for 
Brazil and the Caribbean. 

In 1637, Elmina (“the mine”) was 
captured by the Dutch, as they extended 
their global power. At Elmina, they used 
the same chapel as the Portuguese had, 
whitewashing the Roman _ Catholic 
paint and gilt in favour of Calvinistic 
black and white—and a passage from 
the psalter in Dutch: 

For the Lord has chosen Zion; 

He has desired it for His habitation: 

‘This is my_ testing-place for ever; 

here I will reside, for I have desired it.’ 

The room beneath this chapel resting- 
place in Elmina is where the female slaves 
were packed; stacked vertically so tightly 
together like cordwood on end that if 
they slept at all, it was standing up. With 
little water and no food, many starved 
to death or suffocated—a few “losses” 
apparently just the cost of doing business 
for their captors. 

Eventually, 30,000 slaves a year were 
being forced through Elmina’s Door of 
No Return for the wretched journey to 
the New World. In all, between 11 and 15 
million slaves arrived alive. How many 
more millions died is simply unknown. 

For the young Dutch woman trying 
to absorb all this history, the feeling of 
guilt at the inhumanity of her forbears 
was just too much. 

At least she felt guilt and knew 
her fortune owed much to the past 
misfortune of others. Perhaps our 
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glowing pride blinds us to our own dark 
moments in history. 

How often have I heard about how 
Canada welcomed black Loyalists after the 
American Revolution in 1776 and how 
different this liberal attitude was from 


the racist policies of the U.S. that became 
entrenched in the ensuing decades? 

Many free blacks did come to Canada; 
so did many slaves of white Loyalists. In 
all, about 3,000 black Loyalists ended up 
in Nova Scotia in the early 1780s, their 
names recorded in the Book of Negroes, 
recently made famous by Lawrence Hill’s 
novel of the same name. 

Promised the earth (literally), few if 
any of these refugees received their land 
grant. After a decade of racial tension and 
broken promises, in 1792, exactly 220 
years to the day that I am writing this, 


on Jan. 15, almost 1,200 men, women 
and children sailed for Sierra Leone 
where they founded Freetown, now that 
country’s capital. 

But black history in Canada is not 
just about slavery. I remember as a 
child driving through Africville on the 
northern tip of the Halifax peninsula. 

What I recall most of all were the 
vibrantly coloured houses. 

Africville is one of Canada’s dark 
events. Denied proper civic services such 
as water and sewer, the community was 
expropriated and bulldozed in the 1960s 
to allow industrial expansion in Halifax 
and to provide the ramps for the second 
bridge to Dartmouth. 

Crammed into a terrible housing 
project and deprived of their church—the 
anchor of the village—the community 
descended into violence, drugs and crime. 

Only now is it beginning to pull itself 
out of a mire not of its own making, while 
the citizens of Halifax and Dartmouth 
have prospered. 

The history of Africans, free and slave, 
in North America cannot be reduced to a 
month each year, but perhaps it is a way 
of reminding us of events our otherwise 
selective memory would prefer to forget. 

Presbyterians have an extraordinary 
opportunity to learn more of the 
past and connect with modern Africa 
through the Presbyterian Church of 
Ghana’s relationship with the Ghanaian 
congregations in Toronto and Montreal. 
Recently, the Presbyterian Church of 
Nigeria established a mission in Toronto 
which provides another connection. 

We may not all be as overwhelmed 
as the young woman in Elmina, but we 
could use a little more learning and a 
lot more humility when it comes to our 
complicated past. m 
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THOUGHTS ON = 
LIFE DURING TH 
CHRISTMAS SEAS 


Questions About Christ Alone 
Re Theology 101, December 

I always enjoy the Presbyterian 
Record; many of the articles are beau- 
tifully balanced without compromis- 
ing the truth. However, I was a little 
concerned when reading the article, 
“Christ Alone.” I was expecting a 
strong affirmation of the basis of our 
faith, but the article left me confused. 
It seemed to imply there are multi- 
ple ways to fellowship with God. For 
instance: “Christ alone should not 
lead to smugness on our part, as if 
Christians of a certain sort have exclu- 
sive access to the mind of God.” 

I completely agree that we shouldn’t 
be smug or arrogant, rather we should 
be completely humbled by the fact that 
Christians have exclusive access to the 
mind of God. Only Jesus Christ through 
his incarnation, suffering, death and 
resurrection has made it possible for us 
to enter into the holy of holies and have 
direct, one to one fellowship with God. 

This is the basis of Christianity. Jesus 


Letters 


write to us 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. EMAIL US 
YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS ISSUE TO: 
LETTERS@PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


said, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through me.” John 14:6) To entertain 
other possibilities is not Christianity 
and definitely not the Reformed faith. 
I’m hoping I have not misunder- 
stood the article, especially since it 
was written by the principal of Knox 
College. If I have, I sincerely apologize. 
I encourage us not to waiver from 
the foundational truths of Christianity 
and not be afraid to state these truths 
as Clearly and as uncompromisingly as 

they are stated in the Bible. 
KENT CORBETT, CAMPBELLVILLE, ONT. 


Dr. Dorcas Gordon’s perspective on 
“Christ Alone” was nothing short 
of awkward. The flaw in her argu- 
ment is that she assumes universal 
truth changes in different contexts. 
A Christian worldview suggests that 
Christ is the truth personified, the only 
way to God, and thus, Christ alone is 
Lord and King of his Church. 

Sadly, the smugness Dr.Gordon > 
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fee Pontius’ Puddle 


I'D MAKE A STRONGER 
ARGUMENT FOR 
EVERYTHING (IN THE 


(= XL COULD MAKE A 
STRONGER CASE THAT 
TWAS TRUE TO 


BIBLE BEING 


Calling all Canadian 
Presbyterian 
Seminary Students & 


Rev. Dr. DeCourcy Rayner was the 
editor of the Presbyterian Record 
from 1958-1977. An annual contest 
in his name is sponsored by 
Armour Heights Presbyterian 
Church, Toronto. This year, your 
Rayner Prize challenge is to take one 
of your essays or assignments from 
this academic year and convert it 
- into an 800-word magazine article, 

written in the popular voice. 


THE WINNER WILL RECEIVE: 
* $500 CASH, COURTESY OF ARMOUR HEIGHTS 
* THEIR STORY PUBLISHED IN THE RECORD 


Second place will receive $300, and $100 for 
third. All entries will be published online. The 
winners are adjudicated by Record staff. 


SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 
EMAIL YOUR ENTRY AS AN ATTACHMENT 
AND IN THE BOD Y OF THE EMAIL TO 
REV. BILL MIDDLETON, 
BMIDDLETON@ARMOURHEIGHTS.ORG, 
AND TO THE RECORD, 
AFAIZ@PRESBYTERIAN.CA. 


We look forward to reading 
your articles! Good luck! 


6 February 2012 Presbyterian Record 


refers to reflects people who embrace a 
healthy orthodoxy. It is not by smug- 
ness that we trust in the doctrine of 
Christ alone; it is with humble rever- 
ence that we can approach the God of 
this universe who revealed His mind to 
all people through the Holy Scriptures. 
Dr. Gordon correctly notes that 
the religious climate in Canada is 
changing and we are beginning to 
see it in congregational life. We must 
also note that this is in a denomina- 
tion that is on the decline. Within 
this denomination, I am not threat- 
ened to proclaim or examine the 
doctrine of Christ alone. But when 
the Presbyterian Church dies because 
Christ alone is replaced by contex- 
tual relevance, maybe some folks will 
be forced to admit that some truth is 
universal. God will still be God, Christ 
will still be the only way to the Father. 
If all Christ alone means is 
living gospel values focused on love 
and acceptance, then we are also 
proclaiming righteousness through 
works. Christ alone means risking 
our lives under the blood of the one 
true lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world. Without this truth, 
we have no hope to live by and no 

hope to offer. 
DARREN MAY, STAYNER, ONT. 


I am trying to make sense of the 
December editorial as well as Dorcas 
Gordon’s article. Mr. Harris states 


EVERYTHING \ 
INTHE BIBLE. 


VIE 


woo *sntjUuod © 


that she addresses certain questions, 
although it seems to me that she 
merely raises them. I am left wonder- 
ing what the nature of this “deep and 
likely painful theological reflection” 
might be. Which “formularies” need 
to be rethought and why? And what 
will make this process so “painful”? 
It would be helpful to have an article 
addressing these questions. 

JOHN VAUDRY, PEMBROKE, ONT. 


The “Christ Alone” doctrine is the 
backbone of Christianity and any 
attempts to expand or alter this is 
suspect. Jesus said he was the only way 
to “come to the Father.” If Christians 
cave in to arguments from others who 
have different belief systems in the 
name of religious plurality, then the 
truth is not being told. 

If Rev. Dr. Gordon actually believes 
there is another way to have a full 
relationship with God then I am 
concerned. She says the “Christ alone” 
belief leads to smugness because 
Christians believe they are the only 
ones with access to God. She is confus- 
ing “smugness” with confidence in 
the truth given by the Holy Spirit who 
resides in all believers. 

Non-Christians may have a “rela- 
tionship” with God but it is tempo- 
rary and will not be fulfilled. Jesus is 
at the centre of the one and only last- 
ing relationship with our Creator. 

BUD CRAIG, OTTAWA 


Thank You, Faiz 
Re Christmas Got Run Over by a Reindeer 
A big thank-you to Andrew Faiz for 
his December column. The Christmas 
season is a profoundly complex event 
which we encounter with both joy 
and trepidation. I found comfort and 
a word of understanding in his wise 
depiction of that messy but miracle- 
blessed month. 
TERRY SAMUEL, KINCARDINE, ONT. 


Confused About Israel 
I was glad to see that our General 
Assembly confirmed its support for 
Israel and our acceptance of Jews. 
However, in the August issue of Israel 
& Christians Today | read of the World 
Council of Churches declaring the 
Jewish State “a sin,” and reaffirming 
“replacement” theology at their recent 
conference in Volos, Greece, and 
condemned Israel’s stand against the 
Palestinians. Were we Presbyterians a 
part of that? The article I read appalls 
me, if as a Christian church we are 
denying Israel’s right to exist. Can 
someone clarify this for me? 
NAN ST. LOUIS, MOUNT FOREST, ONT. 


Editor’s reply: First, one has to real- 
ize that the publication is a_ lobby- 
ing instrument of Christians for Israel 
International, a Dutch-based Christian- 


Zionist organization. Many of its beliefs 
are incompatible with those of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

Secondly, the article in question is not 
fair news reporting, it is a polemic. The 
accompanying unidentified photo of a 
man looking at swastikas has absolutely 
nothing to do with the Volos conference. 
It also deliberately misquotes. Neither 
the WCC nor the conference declared 
Israel a sin. The WCC does regard the 
occupation of Palestine as a sin. That 
is no doubt a controversial position, but 
hugely different than the allegation. As 
for replacement theology, there is no 
evidence of this. The word “chosen” does 
not even appear in the conference report. 
Links are provided on our website. 


Correction: It is the church’s pension 
plan, not the operating budget that will 
need a $3-million increase in contri- 
butions by June 2013, as stated in a 
January news story. The Pension and 
Benefits Board will be discussing the 
issue. We apologize for the mistake. m 
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Evangel Hall Mission 


Urgently 
Needed Items 
for the Winter 


Clothing Items: 

New socks and underwear for 
both men and women, tshirts, long 
underwear, running shoes for men 

and women, winter boots for men and 
women and blue jeans, blankets and 
sleeping bags. 


Personal Necessities: 
Shampoo and conditioner, 
disposable razors, deodorant, 
sunscreen, feminine products, lip 
balms, toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
individual packages of tissues, 
hairbrushes and combs. 


Food and Kitchen Items: 
Powdered juice, powdered milk, 
juice boxes, fresh fruit and vegetables, 
packaged or frozen foods (especially 
meat, vegetables, fruit and juice) 
cheese (grated or block), eggs, soup, 
pasta, rice, baking supplies, breakfast 
cereals, sugar pepper, salt, spices, 
frozen casseroles, tea bags, peanut 
butter, flatware or silverware, pasta 
sauce and coffee. 


Miscellaneous: 
Canadian Tire Money, school 
supplies and art supplies, TTC tokens 
— Adult, Seniors and Students. 


Thank you for your support. 
You help bring hope into many 
people’s lives. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 


552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR-0001 
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7 Front Pop Christianity 


Idiotic Metaphors 


SEEKING SIGNS OF POWER. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


Mohammed Ali fought Joe Frazier 

through 15 grueling rounds for 
boxing’s heavyweight champion- 
ship in the spring of ’71. That fight 
dominated the schoolyard conversa- 
tion, because Ali, having converted 
to Islam, represented the good guys 
against Frazier who was Christian, or 
at the very least, non-Islamic. Ideas of 
religion and faith were mixed in with 
cultural concepts and that fight was 
to represent the dominance of one 
Abrahamic line over another. 

In North America the fight had dif- 
ferent metaphors, equally absurd: Ali 
had rejected the Vietnam War draft, 
rejected the culture into which he was 
born, changed his religion from the 
dominant and was seen as the voice of 
the youth movement which by then 
had begun its fizzle. So much was 
placed on two men pounding them- 
selves into oblivion. (Both men spent 
time in the hospital afterwards with 
rumours flying of Frazier’s death.) 

This wasn’t the first time in history 
that a cultural event had taken on so 
much weight. But it was the first I par- 
ticipated in through speculation and 
posturing. As a Christian I secretly 
wanted Frazier to win to prove that 
Christians were better than Muslims; 
but, as a Pakistani I wanted Ali to 
knock Frazier out seconds into the 
first round. 

Watching a Saturday Night Live 
skit (last year) in which Jesus visits 
Tim Tebow, the Denver Broncos 
quarterback who led his team to six 
consecutive victories last November 
and December, I was reminded of 
Frazier-Ali, and our constant search for 
idiotic metaphors. Tim Tebow’s public 


[* just a boy in Pakistan when 
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displays of faith had led to much 
chattering in the media about the 
role of religion in sports. Should there 
be, how much should there be, how 
blatant should it be, and other such 


WE ARE NOT 

a & CONTENT 

NURTURE OUR FAITH,. 

~ TOWEAVEITINTO | 

EVERY SECOND OF 
EVERY DAY 


manglings. The SNL Jesus addresses 
some of these. 

Jesus tells Tebow and his teammates 
he can’t be saving each game for them 
every week; he asks them to “meet 
me halfway out there,” and to stretch 
before the game and read the play- 
book. Sage advice. 

The Broncos lost that weekend’s 
game and the headlines the next day 
are telling: “Tebow ... run(s) out of 
miracles,” is one from the Globe and 
Mail. The subsequent article states, 
“Tebow, the most famous evangelical 
Christian in the United States, exists 


at the intersection of sport and reli- 
gion, money and violence, playing the 
quintessential position in the quintes- 
sential American game .... 

“The Tebow phenomenon emerges 
as a deeply religious country grows 
less religious year by year—and Tebow 
strings together wins in seemingly the 
unlikeliest of ways, injecting a con- 
founding element of faith ....” 

Really? Tebow and the Broncos are 
winning because of Jesus? And when 
they lose, will that mean Jesus is a 
loser? Conflating faith with culture 
bastardizes both. 

As you read this, you will know 
how well the Broncos have done in 
the Super Bowl run, but this I can pre- 
dict from my mid-December perch: 
the Broncos’ future has nothing to 
do with Jesus. Our faith is not depen- 
dent on Tim Tebow’s arm. Joe Frazier’s 
’71 win had nothing to do with the 
supremacy of Christ over Mohammed. 
Saying “Happy Holidays” instead of 
“Merry Christmas” has nothing to do 
with the baby Jesus. The number of 
people in the pews on Sunday morn- 
ing has nothing to do with the power 
of the gospels. 

Like the 10-year-old me, we want to 
see the thing we believe as dominant; 
we are not content to nurture our 
faith, to weave it into every second of 
every day, to learn how to pray and 
read the Bible and act accordingly in 
the world. We are lazy and want more: 
We want signs of power; which, and I 
don’t claim to be a studied reader of 
the Bible, may well be the exact oppo- 
site of what Jesus preached. @ 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s managing 
editor. He returns from leave this month. 
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Two Cape Breton Churches Burn Down 


QUESTIONS ABOUT FUTURE REMAIN. BY CONNIE WARDLE 


IN THE DAYS LEADING UP TO CHRISTMAS, 
two historic churches in Cape Breton 
burned to the ground, leaving their small 
congregations to mourn their losses and 
discern their futures. 

The 133-year-old East Lake Ainslie 
Presbyterian Church caught fire the 
morning of Dec. 18, after its two-year-old 
furnace was turned on to warm the sanc- 
tuary. Volunteer firefighters were on the 
scene by 9 a.m., but flames poured out of 
the roof and the wood structure and all of 
its contents were beyond saving. 

“Tt was like you were seeing it and 
it almost wasn’t real,” said Johnena 
MacLellan, clerk of session. “It’s so hard 
to explain. It’s like you didn’t believe it 
was really happening.” 

Firefighters managed to save the 


nearby church hall, however, which was 
soon to host a Christmas meal. 

Only eight days earlier, Victoria, Birch 
Grove, whose congregation was preparing 
to celebrate its centennial anniversary in 
2012, was reduced to a blackened heap 
in the early hours of Dec. 10. That fire 
is thought to have been electrical, and 
likely began in the attic. 

Officials are not considering either 
of the fires suspicious, and the towns are 
separated by a two and a half hour drive. 
No one was hurt in either case. 

Rev. Lloyd Murdock, who preached 
at Victoria, said a few things survived the 
fire: the church’s bell, a plaque from the 
cornerstone, some silver cups, and one 
pew Bible that emerged from the ashes 
with only scorch marks. The congrega- 


tion plans to donate the bell and plaque 
to a local museum. 

“They [the congregants] have been 
through so much in life, they say ‘our 
building may be gone but our memory 
will live on with us,’” Murdock said the 
day after the congregation met to decide 
its future. “Thank heavens for memo- 
ries. [Last night] they all spoke so highly 
of their previous ministers. We were a 
friendly, happy family. They were full of 
fun. It was a joy to be their minister.” 

The members of the small, aging 
congregation plan to attend other 
churches now. 

The congregation of East Lake Ainslie 
held a turkey dinner two days after their 
sanctuary was lost. 

“That night we didn’t make any > 
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decisions,” said Rev. Louis Ihasz, the 
retired United Church minister who for 
the past five years has been filling the 
pulpits in the two-point charge of East 
Lake Ainslie and Farquharson Memo- 
rial, Middle River. “We thought it was 
too early and thought we’d give ourselves 
some time to do some mourning and 
crying.” But he said he sensed the congre- 


gation would like to rebuild. 

“There has been a church there since 
1833 and I thought it’s inconceivable that 
there would not be a Presbyterian congre- 
gation in that community.” 

The building was the third to have 
stood on the site. 

Ihasz said he had already been 
contacted with offers of support. St. 


Andrew’s in Lancaster, Ont., donated 
the money collected at their Christmas 
Eve service, which totaled about $2,400. 
Others have offered pulpits and church 
furniture, and a donated organ has been 
placed in the hall where the congregation 
of about 20 continues to worship. @ 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s staff writer. 
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Accessibility Standards 

Rise for Ontario Churches 
CHURCHES IN ONTARIO must take an- 
other look at their customer service 
this year to ensure they meet provin- 
cial standards aimed at improving the 
Ways organizations treat people with 
disabilities. 

The “customer, service” standards 
came into effect for non-profit organi- 
zations on Jan. 1, and are the first part 
of the Accessibility for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act to be implemented. 
Additional standards for buildings, 
employment practices and other areas 
of concern will be crafted and phased 
in between 2012 and 2025. 

Most churches (those that employ 
fewer than 20 people) are required to 
create a policy and train their staff and 
volunteers to thoughtfully and respect- 
fully include people with disabilities. 
Churches and non-profit groups with 
more than 20 paid employees must 
also keep a log as they train their staff, 
and must provide the government with 
a report by Dec. 31. 

To help Ontario churches, the 
Canadian Ministries office has created 
a resource, which includes a sample 
accessibility policy, available online at 
presbyterian.ca/resources/online/1841. 

More information, and checklists 
and tool kits, are available through 
the Ministry of Community and Social 
Services at Mcss.gov.on.ca. ™ —CW 
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Financial Woes at VST 

ST. ANDREW'S HALL REMAINS on “sol- 
id financial footing” as its associate 
school takes “extraordinary” steps to 
rein in expenses. 

The Vancouver School of Theology 
board of governors declared a state of 
financial exigency on Jan. 4—a measure 
employed when an institution “needs 
to take extraordinary action to reduce 
expenditures and preserve resources,” 
according to the guidelines of the Asso- 
ciation of Theological Schools. 

The move allows the board to 
lay off tenured professors if neces- 
sary, although at press time no final 
decisions had been made regarding 
the cost-cutting measures to come. 
In a statement, the board said it was 
“continuing to proactively address this 
issue through further staff reductions, 
institutional restructuring and new 
forms of partnerships.” 

St. Andrew’s Hall, which exercises 
its charter through its association with 
VST, is governed by its own board of 
directors. The Presbyterian college 
does not share VST’s financial woes, 
and remains “on very solid financial 
footing,” according to its dean, Rev. Dr. 
Stephen Farris. A recent land develop- 
ment deal has added to the college’s 
coffers, and construction has begun on 
a new building to be used for adminis- 
trative offices and worship space. The 
Hall supports VST with a yearly grant 


and shares the professors it employs. 

Farris said the financial situation 
at VST, where he is serving as acting 
principal for the 2012 calendar year, is 
“serious but not disastrous.” 

The VST board has pointed to the 
effects of the 2008 downturn and the 
loss of funding from two of its denom- 
inational supporters—the United 
Church, which ended its funding in 
2011 and the Anglican Church which 
has decreased its funding—as reasons 
for its current challenges. 

Yet the school remains vibrant, 
with both VST and St. Andrew’s Hall 
boasting the largest student cohorts 
they’ve ever had. The VST board said 
the trust funds for student bursaries 
“remain healthy.” m —CW 


Russia Bans Presbyterian’s 
Report on China 

RUSSIAN COURTS HAVE upheld a ban on 
a report co-written by a Presbyterian 
former MP, calling it extremist litera- 
ture that, according to one of its expert 
witnesses, “can create for the readers a 
negative image of China.” 

As a result of the ruling, David 
Kilgour, a former MP for Edmonton- 
Beaumont, and David Matas, a promi- 
nent human rights lawyer, could face 
criminal prosecution if they visit Russia 
to talk about their investigations. 

A member of Westminster, Ottawa, 
Kilgour told the Record he considers the 
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Mod Nominee Campaigns for Position 

ON DEC. 15ST, Rev. John Borthwick of St. Andrew's, Guelph, Ont., caused a stir by 
launching a Facebook page with the title “Borthwick 4 Moderator.” A few days 
later he began a blog of the same title. Critics of the move say it is inappropriate 
for anominee to campaign for a role that is considered an honour, not a position 
of power. Borthwick’s reply is that he wishes the election of a moderator to be an 


educated decision. 


“The moderator process should be an opportunity for the church to dia- 
logue about its reality, its dreams and its potential options for the future to- 
gether,” says Borthwick.”Social media is a perfect venue for that conversation. 
| think all candidates should be invited to participate in something like this.” 

The other nominees on the ballot for Moderator of the 138th General As- 
sembly are Rev. Peter Bush, Rev. Gordon Haynes, Rev. Dr. Andrew Johnston, and 
Rev. Dr. John Vissers. They have each declined an invitation to set up similar 


blogs. ™ —EW 


ban “a badge of honour.” 

They have co-authored two reports 
and a book, Bloody Harvest, detailing 
alleged organ harvesting from prac- 
titioners of Falun Gong—a spiritual 
discipline that is illegal in China—who 
have been arrested by Chinese authori- 
ties. They suggest organs from these 
prisoners are sold as part of a lucrative 
market for transplants. 

In October, a district court in Kras- 
nodar, Russia, ruled their 2007 report 
to be “extremist material,” a decision 
that effectively bans the creation and 
distribution of their work. The ban was 
upheld on appeal on Dec. 22. 

Extremist materials are considered 
to be items which excite racial, religious 
or national strife, create social hatred, 
or promote the superiority of one 
group—or the deficiency of another 
group—on the basis of religious, social, 
racial, national or linguistic identity. 

The work in question—a Russian 
translation of their 2007 Report into 
Allegations of Organ Harvesting of 
Falun Gong Practitioners in China— 
was examined and banned alongside 
other Falun Gong-related works. 

Matas and Kilgour’s report, the 
court said, contained “pronounce- 
ments which engender strife and dislike 
toward people who do not apply to this 
religious association [Falun Gong].” 
A psychologist charged with examining 


the work suggested it “can create for 
the readers a negative image of China, 
its social and political system, ... etc.” 

Neither Kilgour nor Matas were 
present at the trials, although Matas 
wrote to the appeals court. 

In a joint letter dated Dec. 27, 2011, 
Kilgour and Matas asked the Canadian 
government to issue a diplomatic note 
of protest to Russia over the ban on 
their writing. 

“An evidence based report on 
human rights in China written by 
Canadians in Canada should not be 
subject to criminal proceedings in 
Russia,” they wrote. 

“David Matas and I have visited 
more than 40 countries as volunteers to 
urge governments to pressure the party- 
state in Beijing to stop its pillaging of 
organs from Falun Gong,” Kilgour said. 
“Tt is no accident that Russia is one of 
the ones we have not yet reached.” 

Falun Gong is a spiritual disci- 
pline that became popular in China 
in the early 1990s, but the govern- 
ment banned it in 1999 fearing it could 
threaten communist ideals and lead to 
social unrest. # —CW 
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CHURCH LEADERS’ FORUM 


World 
Changers 


ENGAGING AND EMPOWERING 
YOUTH TO RESPOND TO THE 
NEEDS OF THEIR WORLD 


ea meee me we 


Across Canada there are champions 
who are leading effective 
youth ministries, experiencing 
transformed lives and seeing 
students empowered to become 
world changers. Drawing from these 
current stories of Canada’s every-day 
heroes of youth ministry, along with 
current research and resources on 
youth ministry, the 2012 spring forum 
will help equip local church leaders to 
build effective youth ministries. We'll 
explore: 


* The changing needs and 
motivations of youth today 

* How to engage youth in personal 
and spiritual growth in their lives 

* How to empower youth to make a 
significant difference in their world 


* Tools for helping youth become 
“World Changers’’ 


REGISTER NOW TO.ATTEND. 


To be hosted this Spring in 
12 cities across Canada. 


For dates and locations or to register visit 


www.churches.worldvision.ca @= 


or phone 905-565-6200 x3648 


RSVP early. Don’t miss this unique leadership event. 


in association with: 


“t4¢ WVILLOW 


* CALGARY: » EDMONTON 
SASKATOON + WINNIPEG 
TORONTO + OTTAWA 
MONCTON «+ HALIFAX 


VANCOUVER 
REGINA + 


WATERLOO + 
MONTREAL * 
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Pt news Community 


Meet the Nominees for Moderator 


FIVE MINISTERS SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS ON FAITH AND THE FUTURE. BY CONNIE WARDLE 


hroughout the 2011 General 
Assembly, one word seemed 
to emerge over and over 
again: Vision. The Record 
asked the nominees for moderator of 
the 2012 assembly to introduce them- 
selves and reflect on their visions 
for the future of the church. You 
can read their complete responses at 
presbyterianrecord.ca. 


REV. JOHN BORTHWICK 

Few nominees for moderator 
call attention to their age, but in the 
extended biography he prepared for 
his nomination, Rev. John Borthwick 
proudly declared: “I’m average.” At 39, 
his age is the national median age of 
Canadians. And with a love of social 
media, he has not hesitated to use the 
internet to get people talking. 

As minister at St. Andrew’s, Guelph, 
Ont., since 2003, Borthwick has been 
active in the community. He organized 
the region’s first multi-faith Habitat 
for Humanity building project and 
chaired the inaugural Habitat celebra- 
tion dinner that brought together 300 
people and raised $30,000. In 2008, he 
was awarded Guelph Mercury’s “under 
40” award for his work. At present, he 
serves as moderator of the Presbytery of 
Waterloo-Wellington. 

As a minister, he says he loves 
“igniting a passion for the Bible in the 
hearts and minds of people,” and as 
a church leader, he says he strives to 
create and maintain a “spirit of open- 
ness” which he hopes to bring to the 
role of moderator. 

“We need to be open to experimen- 
tation, encourage creativity and accept 
cheerfully different ways of doing 
things,” he wrote to the Record and 
on his blog. “People need a safe place 
to share their thoughts, express their 
doubts and ask their questions about 
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God, faith and life. ... And I say, that 
in my experience, this isn’t only for 
the ‘young’ but for people of all ages. 
My experience with many of ‘the older 
generation’ is that they need a safe 
place, too ... And my experience is that 
many of them are more than willing to 
make room for innovation and ‘new 
shoots’ from rich soil. Our future will 
depend on how open we are to new 
ways of doing things; new and different 
expressions of being church.” 


REV. DR. JOHN VISSERS 

“Ym told that Presbyterians are 
not known for their passion,” Rev. Dr. 
John Vissers wrote. “But if you ask my 
students [what my passion is] I hope 
they would say that I try to communi- 
cate a passion for the truth and trans- 
forming power of the gospel.” 

Vissers’s name is well known to 
many in the Presbyterian Church. 
He is principal of the Presbyterian 
College and adjunct professor of Chris- 
tian Theology at McGill University 
in Montreal, director of the Montreal 
School of Theology, a member of the 
committee on church doctrine and the 
author of three books. He has served 
on several committees, and has been 
a visiting scholar at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary and a visiting lecturer 
at the South Asia Institute of Advanced 
Christian Studies in Bangalore, India. 

“T think that a lot of the talk about 
the vision and future of the church is 
driven by anxiety around our institu- 
tional survival,” he said “Rather than 
thinking about a vision for the institu- 
tional church I think it’s better to think 
about the mission of God in our world. 
As followers of Jesus we believe that the 
church belongs to the triune God, not 
us. One theologian puts it this way: The 
church of God does not have a mission; 
the God of mission has a church. ... So 


for me, that’s what ministry, mission, 
and vision for the future are about.” 


REV. PETER BUSH 

By the time he was 14, Peter Bush 
had spent more than half of his life in 
Beirut, Lebanon, and Shiraz, Iran, with 
his missionary parents. “Not surpris- 
ingly those years have been formative 
to the way I see the world,” he wrote. “I 
am fascinated by the way Christianity 
grows in Asia and Africa and South 
America—and believe the church in 
North America has much to learn.” 

Following the promptings of the 
Spirit—and of a minister he worked 
with at Camp Geddie, N.S.—Bush 
embraced a_ calling to ministry 
and discovered a love for teaching, 
preaching, and training lay people to 
do the same. He is currently minister 
at Westwood, Winnipeg (although he 
prefers the term “teaching elder”), and 
has been editor of Presbyterian History, 
a publication of the history committee, 
for more than two decades. He has also 
served as moderator of presbytery and 
synod, and as an interim moderator 
more than a dozen times. He penned 
the book In Dying We Are Born based on 
his experiences with congregations as 
they underwent change. 

The future, he says, can be one of 
resurrection for the church—but resur- 
rection first requires death. 

“We are still working on the basis 
of us human beings finding the vision 
that will save the church,” he said. “We 
cannot save the church—only God can 
do that. Before we can discern the vision 
God has we need to give up the reins 
of power, dying to our visions, dying 
to our plans, dying to our dreams. We 
need to be able to pray the phrase from 
the Lord’s prayer, “Thy will be done,” 
and really mean it ... The challenge for 
the church is not to find some way to 


find new life—the challenge for the 
church is to have the courage and faith 
to get into the tomb—knowing that 
God will bring new life.” 


REV. GORDON HAYNES 

It’s worship and relationships that 
Rev. Gordon Haynes says sustained 
him through his years in ministry, first 
in congregations and then as associate 
secretary of Canada Ministries from 
1997 until the office amalgamated with 
the Vine to become Canadian Minis- 
tries last year. He currently heads up a 
research project exploring where the 
church is likely to be in 10 years, and 
how the Life and Mission Agency can 
best serve that church. 

“I’ve met an awful lot of incredible 
people, and very talented people,” he 
said in an interview. “I always sound a 
little like a cheerleader because on one 
hand I see a church that, yes, is getting 
smaller all the time and is losing influ- 
ence in the world. But then I come 
along and see elders and laypeople and 
ministers who are incredibly involved 
and talented and blessed by God, and 
I get excited.” 

The church has its challenges, 
Haynes says, including institutional 
membership decline and the financial 
implications that come along with it, 
but he views these things as “symp- 
toms” of a deeper problem. 

“T’m not sure if we believe that we as 
Presbyterians have anything significant 
to say to the world around us,” he said. 
“We have our faith, but others seem 
to be doing it so much better than us. 
That’s the challenge: to rediscover that 
we have something very precious and 
significant to share. 

“We have churches that are strong 
and healthy. Surprising to those that 
are in presbyteries, we have presbyteries 
that are strong and healthy. They will be 
there. They will be less, obviously. Insti- 
tutionally less. And I guess my vision 
of the church is one that becomes less 
obsessed ... with survival and main- 
tenance, and becomes a church that 
experiences God. I think that’s what 
people are looking for: a church where 


they experience the grace of God, the 
love of God, the righteousness of God. 
All the words we use—they experience 
them, they don’t just hear them.” 


REV. DR. ANDREW JOHNSTON 

“T would say that I am most 
passionate about living the gospel we 
know in Jesus Christ,” Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Johnston wrote. “This is a generation 
that asks not ‘Tell me about the resur- 
rection’ but rather ‘Show me the resur- 
rection,’ and I think the challenge is 
right on.” 

In his 25 years in ordained ministry, 
Rev. Dr. Andrew Johnston has served 
two congregations and many boards 
and committees. He is currently 
minister at St. Andrew’s, Ottawa, 
convener of the Norman M. Paterson 
Fund for Ministerial Assistance, a 
member of the board of governors for 
the Presbyterian College, Montreal, and 
a member of the board of the ecumen- 
ical social justice group Kairos. He has 
also convened the Presbyterian World 
Service and Development committee 
and served as president of the Chris- 
tian Council of the Capital Area, not to 
mention serving a few terms as presby- 
tery moderator. In 2007, Presbyterian 
College awarded him an honourary 
doctorate of divinity. 

“A theme that is coming to the fore 
in my own mind and heart these days is 
‘together,’” he said. “Not only together 
with Christ, but together in Christ.” 

We are together in Christ as Chris- 
tians, as churches, as denominations, as 
a part of the Church of Christ in Canada 
and the world, he said. Although sepa- 
rately the various parts face struggles 
and carry burdens, they are all part of a 
worldwide movement. 

“And as the Church of Christ in 
Canada, it is hard to grow into the 
reality of being a minority, but I believe 
together in Christ with Christians 
around the world we have an opportu- 
nity to enjoy a new beginning. ... We 
need to resist being led into isolation, 
trust again in the grace and calling of 
our God, and find ways to be more fully 
together in Christ. “ m 
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PP news World 


World News 


North Korea Worst for 
Christian Persecution 

THE INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN orga- 
nization Open Doors released its annual 
World Watch List in January, naming the 
50 countries where it says Christians face 
the worst persecution. For the first time 
in 20 years, the situation for Christians 
did not improve in any country. 

For the 10th year running, North 
Korea topped the list. Open Doors 
reported that Christianity has been 
driven so far underground in North 
Korea that parents wait until their chil- 
dren are old enough to understand the 
dangers of practicing their faith before 
teaching them about it. The organization 
also estimated that between 50,000 and 
70,000 Christians are currently interned 
in labour camps. 

The top five countries on the list 
also include Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Somalia and Iran. The country where 
things have deteriorated most since the 
2011 report is Nigeria. At least 300 Chris- 


tians were killed last year and sectarian 
violence has intensified. On Christmas 
Day, more than 35 people were killed 
in bomb attacks on churches across the 
country. 

Open Doors provides training for 
pastors and distributes Bibles in coun- 
tries where Christianity is suppressed. 
It estimates that 100 million Christians 
worldwide face persecution. m —ENI 


Christianity Shifts to Africa 
WITH 2.18 BILLION ADHERENTS, Chris- 
tianity has become a truly global religion 
over the past century as rapid growth 
in developing nations offset declines in 
Christianity’s traditional strongholds, 
according to the “Global Christianity” 
report released by the Washington-based 
Pew Research Center in December. 
Findings illustrate major shifts since 
1910, when two-thirds of the world’s 
Christians lived in Europe. Now only 
one in four Christians live in Europe. 
Most of the rest are distributed across 
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the Americas (37 per cent), sub-Saharan 
Africa (24 per cent) and the Asia-Pacific 
region (13 per cent). 

The report confirms Christianity’s 
standing as the world’s largest religion, 
with 32 per cent of the global popula- 
tion. Islam is second with about 23 per 
cent, according to a 2009 Pew report. 

A close look at the details reveals a 
few ironies. 

Although Christianity traces its begin- 
nings to the Middle East and North Africa, 
only four per cent of residents in these 
regions claim the Christian faith today. 

But the faith has exploded exponen- 
tially in sub-Saharan Africa, from just 
nine per cent of the population in 1910 
to 63 per cent today. Nigeria, home to 
more than 80 million Christians, has 
more Protestants than Germany, where 
the Protestant Reformation began. 

The report also sheds light on the 
difficult question of how many Chinese 
are Christians. China’s policies on reli- 
gion are thought to discourage Chris- 
tians from self-identifying as such in 
official surveys. Researchers estimate the 
Christian community in China includes 
five per cent: of the population, or 67 
million people. m —ENI 


AumGniers des Forces canadiennes : 
appelés a servir 


Canadian Forces Chaplains: 


Called to Serve Two Killed in Dadaab 


TWO LEADERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
peace and security teams (CPSTs) work- 
ing at the Dadaab refugee camp in Ke- 
nya were fatally shot in January. The 
Presbyterian Church’s relief and de- 
velopment agency, Presbyterian World 
Service and Development, is working 
with partners in the camp to support 
Somali refugees fleeing famine. 
PWS&D has been supporting the 
establishment of CPSTs, where refu- 
gees from within the camp volunteer 
to serve as a mix of firefighter, police 
officer, medic and counsellor. Working 
to establish peace and cooperation, 


Désirez-vous servir au sein d’un ministére 
spécialement passionnant, enrichissant et utile ? 
Joignez-vous aux services de l‘aumdnerie des 
Forces canadiennes, un ministére interreligieux 
axé sur le travail d’équipe qui pourvoit aux 
besoins pastoraux des membres des Forces 
canadiennes et de leurs familles et leur offre 

un soutien spirituel. 


Would you like to serve in a uniquely exciting, 
rewarding and meaningful ministry? Join the 
Canadian Forces Chaplaincy, a multi-faith, 
team approach ministry that provides pastoral 
care and spiritual support to Canadian Forces 
members and their families. 


For more information contact the, 


Chaplain Recruiting Officer at 


(613) 943-7015 or (613) 995-0616, 
or visit the recruiting website at 


_ forces.ca/en/job/chaplain-55 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, 
veuillez contacter 


L'aumOnier officier du recrutement au 

(613) 943-7015 et (613) 995-0616, 

ou visitez le site web du recrutement a 
/fr/job/aumonier-55 


Canada 
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they receive training in how to resolve 
issues and ease tensions. They have 
been particularly effective at dealing 
with issues of domestic violence, 
brawls, encroachment and robberies. 

In close camp quarters, disputes 
and conflicts are inevitable, however 
estimates indicate the ratio of police 
officers to people is about 1:15,000 in 
Dadaab. # —PWS&D 


Canadians Meet with 
Government about Egypt 
A GROUP OF FOUR REPRESENTING the 
Canadian Council of Churches, includ- 
ing Rev. Ibrahim Wahby of Chapel Place 
Presbyterian, Markham, Ont., met with 
Paul Hong, senior policy advisor to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs in December 
to discuss religious freedom in Egypt. 
Hong noted that the government is 


The Other Six Days news fi 


limited in what it can do in Egypt, and 
suggested church agencies can help by 
sharing information and seeking future 
meetings with policy-makers, learning 
about advocacy and accountability, 
supporting pro-democracy activists, 
and encouraging international church 
partners to work with their govern- 
ments to support religious freedom. # 
—AM with files from the CCC 


CANADIAN MUSIC | 

The band Downhere was founded by Marc Martel and Jason 
Germain when they were roommates at Briercrest Bible 
College in Caronport, Sask. For a Canadian Christian band 
they've made a pretty good name for themselves, having 
released 11 albums, and winning 28 GMA Canada awards 
and four Junos. But they’ve recently become famous for 
something else. Martel recorded an audition tape for the role 
of Freddie Mercury in an upcoming “Queen Extravaganza” live 
touring band organized by Queen’s drummer, Roger Taylor. His 
version of Somebody to Love was watched on YouTube 3.5 
million times its first week. 

marcmartelmusic.com 


WEBSITE 

Pop Culture Christ: What Would Jesus Blog? is run by Joel 

A. Moroney who is the associate minister at St. Luke’s 
Anglican Church in Liverpool, Australia. He writes articles, 
podcasts sermons, reviews movies, music and comic books. 
Most importantly, he does everything with an odd sense of 
humour which helps him get through those tough theological 
quandaries like: “Do all dogs really go to heaven?” 
joelamoroney.com 


UNINTENTIONALLY FUNNY 

Christian music seemed to take on a life of its own in the 
1960s. Then, between 1980 and 2000 in particular, Christian 
bands tried to mimic the style of popular bands yet always 
managed to get their music out just as the sound they hoped 
to copy became unpopular. Christian bands “answered” 
popular bands with “sounds-like ” charts so teens 
and parents could appear culturally involved while still praising 
Jesus. Listening to Christian music was sort of like buying 

a knock-off Rolex watch from the back of a van. Out of this 
genuine attempt to be in the world but not of it comes some 
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The Good, the Bad and Everything Else 


MORE WAYS TO SPEND YOUR DAY ONLINE. BY BRADLEY CHILDS 


of the most unintentionally hilarious music the world will ever 
know. Topping the list is Sonseed’s Jesus is my Friend. | don't 
know if it’s wonderfully awful or awfully wonderful, but I love it! 
youtube.com. Search for “Jesus is my Friend.” 


THE BIBLE FOR TEENS 

Sixty-Six Books is a project out of Sydney, Australia, set up 
by a youth minister hoping to make the Bible easier for teens 
to understand. His aim is to create simple overviews and 
reading plans for each of the Bible’s 66 books. Everything on 
the site is put into simple, contemporary language. You'll find 
outlines for each book presented more like a play or a movie 
performed in acts. It also includes summaries of sections, 
simple explanations for who wrote each book, as well as side 
notes to highlight how what happens in one book affects 
what’s happening in another. Everything on the site is free. 
sixtysixbooks.tumblir.com 


VACATION 

The Holy Land Experience is a kind of Christian museum/ 
theme park located in Orlando, Florida. It’s owned by the 
Trinity Broadcasting Network who purchased the park for 
just under $40-million and it was featured in Bill Maher’s 
film, Religulous. Once inside, you can visit replicas of the 
Damascus and Jaffa Gates, walk through an elaborate 
Jerusalem market place, and enter a tabernacle and listen 
to the high priest. There are also Qumran caves, the world’s 
largest indoor model of ancient Jerusalem, and a six-story 
temple plaza based on Herod’s own. You can also see a 
bloody reenactment of the crucifixion of Jesus that would 
make Mel Gibson proud. Some of it is terribly inaccurate but 
if I’m honest, I’d go there for sure if | lived nearby! 

Gittric@ holylandexperience.com m 


Rev. Bradley Childs is minister at First, Regina. 


| 
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WP news Mission 


The new Beacan Presbyterian in the midst of construction. The congregation is an amalgamation success story. 


(Re)Building Togeth 


TWO CONGREGATIONS TURN TRAGEDY TO TRIUMPH. BY ERINWOODS 


his is a good news story. 
In 2007, Knox Presbyte- 
rian Church in Cannington, 
Ont., was destroyed in a 
deliberately-set fire. A year later, the fire 
marshal told nearby Beaverton Presby- 
terian that they would have to close 
their 82-year-old building or spend 
close to $1 million upgrading it. 
Fortunately, the two congregations 
had already been discussing the possi- 
bility of an amalgamation since 2002. 
“After the fire, everything sat 
dormant for a year,” said Rev. Barney 
Grace, who was the minister of the 
Beaverton church at the time. Then, in 
October of 2009, the two congregations 
officially came together. They met and 
worshipped in the Beaverton theatre 
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for two years while a new church— 
dubbed Beacan  Presbyterian—was 
being constructed on the former site of 
the unsafe Beaverton church. 

When the new building was 
completed, congregants were invited by 
telephone for a surprise first service, a 
week before the official opening on Aug. 
28, 2011. The following Sunday, then- 
moderator Rev. Herb Gale led a celebra- 
tory service that attracted more than 
600 worshippers, including the mayor 
of Brock Township, several councillors, 
members of the community, and two 
music groups: Revelation, a praise band 
from Orillia, and the Ulster accordion 
band from Toronto. 

Congregation member Jim Hughes 
describes the new church as “a modern 


building to serve the community and 
surrounding area.” At 12,600 square 
feet, it is fully accessible to those with 
mobility problems and boasts meeting 
rooms, a board room, a modern kitchen, 
a gymnasium that doubles as a banquet 
hall, and a youth centre. 

The youth centre was an important 
part of the Beacan vision. The congre- 
gations included nearly 40 children 
and young adults when they were 
first amalgamated, and the number 
rose. steadily during the construction 
process. In fact, it is still rising. 

“Every week it’s busier than the 
week before,” said Grace. “There are 
new faces coming, especially young 
people with children.” 

To address the needs of these young 


PHOTO BY JIM HUGHES 


people, Beacan hired a youth pastor, 
Steve Pauls, who came to them from 
People’s Church in Toronto. The church 
runs a free after-school program four 
days a week that offers sports, tutoring 
and cooking classes to any young people 
who walk through the doors. There are 
also two evening youth groups: Just for 
You, which serves young people aged 
10 to 13, and The Rock, which serves 
youth aged 14 to 20. One of the most 
important features of these groups, 
according to Hughes, is that the young 
people really want to come, and that 
they can experience “a church setting 
without it being ‘forced’ upon them.” 
It has led to “a marked increase ... in 
families attending Sunday services— 
both adults and teenagers.” 

Of course, Beacan’s community 
involvement doesn’t stop with youth. 
The church also hosts a Moms and Tots 
program, a monthly senior’s luncheon, 
and a seniors’ exercise program run 
by the Victorian Order of Nurses. In 
addition to Grace and Pauls, the staff 
includes Sylvia Pauls, who works part- 
time in women’s ministries, and Rev. 
Malcolm Rice, who served at Knox 
before the amalgamation and who now 
works part-time with seniors. 

“Our hope is that we will continue to 
grow and make a spiritual impact on the 
community in a stronger, more vibrant, 
outreaching way,” said Grace. “That we 
won't just be a service or a social club or 
a babysitter. That we will make a spiri- 
tual impact on the community.” 

To achieve this, Beacan needs an 
army of volunteers. Unlike many 
churches, it draws those volunteers 
from both the congregation and the 
community. One day in October 
2011, the Beaverton police station— 
which happens to be next door to the 
church—held a special evening dedi- 
cated entirely to processing the police 
checks of Beacan volunteers. 

“Seeing all these people standing 
outside because they couldn’t all get in 
at the same time... it was a very proud 
moment,” Grace reflected. 

Young as it is, Beacan already has 
a host of positive stories like the one 
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above—so many that they might seem 
almost too good to be true to another 
congregation struggling with transi- 
tion. How did these two churches nego- 
tiate change so smoothly? 

Keeping the pastors of both former 
churches on staff helped. An open 
process of congregational meetings— 
both separate and joint—also ensured 
that every member knew his or her 
voice was being heard. Another factor is 
the physical building of Beacan, which 
honours the histories of both Knox, 
Cannington, and Beaverton. 

“Both cornerstones are part of the 
foyer,” said Grace. “Each has pews 
from their own church in the foyer. 
There are memories from both histo- 
ries.” Collaboration in the building 
process also helped every member 
take ownership of the project. “Both 
congregations went into the new 
building together, watching it and 
helping it to be built together.” 

Church closures and amalgamations 
are becoming increasingly common 
in the Presbyterian Church, but the 
subject remains a difficult one for many 
people. Grace’s advice to others facing 
an amalgamation is, surprisingly, more 
practical than spiritual. 

“Put all of the paperwork in order, 
no matter what the paperwork is, 
whether it’s financial or archives or 
anything. Put all of that in order before 
you actually do the amalgamation. You 
can’t leave things lingering on.” 

Beacan has certainly left nothing 
“lingering on.” With every i dotted, 
every t crossed, and every police check 
processed, the church that emerged 
from tragedy and struggle is moving 
forward in a spirit of community and 
co-operation. 

“We have people dropping by all the 
time saying, ‘What a beautiful church 
... What an addition to the community 
with a place for our youth to come,’” 
said Hughes. “There is no doubt that 
Beacan has a bright future.” = 


Erin Woods is the Record’s editorial 
assistant and student writer. 
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PP news Letter from... 


Letter from the Presbytery of Oak Ridges 
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Sharing the Good News 


GROWTH IS A’GOD-THING'IN ONTARIO PRESBYTERY. BY JEFF LOACH 


IN THE PRESBYTERY OF OAK RIDGES, we 
think of our congregations as being 
in the business of sharing the Good 
News in every way possible—and that’s 
precisely what we’ve been striving to do 
throughout the last few years. 

Oak Ridges is one of the denomi- 
nation’s newer presbyteries, created in 
1993 as a gathering of congregations 
from the extremities of other presby- 
teries (including East Toronto, Pickering, 
West Toronto, Barrie and Brampton). 
It encompasses all of York Region in 
Ontario (north of Toronto), with small 
bits of Simcoe County and Peel Region 
included. There are 21 congregations 
within the bounds. 

The communities within the pres- 
bytery are among the fastest growing 
in Canada, so there is no shortage of 
potential for growth! This is why it was 
a visionary act in the earlier days of the 
presbytery’s existence to create a Presby- 
tery Growth Fund. The fund is accessible 
to congregations in Oak Ridges to assist 
with capital projects, with part of the 
amount repaid, and the rest granted. It 
has been a great help to several churches, 
with two deserving special mention. 

Two of our fastest growing churches 
are in two of our fastest growing commu- 
nities: Bradford and Keswick. Kirk and 
Allyson MacLeod sensed a call to begin 
a new work in Keswick several years ago; 
in 2009, the congregation realized a great 
dream when, in May of that year, its own 
building was completed and dedicated 
to the Lord’s work by the presbytery. In 
2004, St. John’s, Bradford, completed a 
new building, and is already considering 
an expansion. This is a remarkable ‘God 
thing,’ considering Rev. Dan Scott was 
sent to Bradford to close the church back 
in the mid-1990s; it had gotten so small, 
it had ceased to be viable. God is at work! 

In 2011, the presbytery engaged in 
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two never-previously-tried initiatives. 
In March, at the invitation of Rev. Peter 
Han, minister of Vaughan Community 
Church in the Presbytery of Han-Ca 
East, the Presbytery of Oak Ridges shared 
a fellowship meal and worship with the 
Korean presbytery, in Vaughan Commu- 
nity Church, which is within the bounds 
of Oak Ridges. Our time together felt like 
a taste of God’s eternal kingdom, where 
worship happens in many languages. We 
hope to reciprocate in the near future. 
The other new initiative was a 
Day Apart. This was an educational 
and formational event open to clergy, 
elders, and worship leaders to hear Dr. 
Kevin Livingston, Associate Professor of 
Pastoral Ministry at Tyndale Seminary, 
speak about worship and preaching in 
the season of Advent. We were pleased 
with the attendance for this first attempt, 
welcoming over 20 people representing 
several congregations on what was 
otherwise a busy Saturday in October. 


The presbytery budgeted for the cost of 
the event, so congregations were asked 
to make a donation to Presbyterian 
World Service and Development as their 
‘admission fee.’ The response, even from 
those not able to attend, has encouraged 
us to have another Day Apart this year. 

While the Presbytery of Oak Ridges 
is replete with towns seen as bedroom 
communities for those who work in 
Toronto, and where income levels are 
high, we have not forgotten those in 
need. The presbytery collects needful 
things for Evangel Hall, a Presbyterian 
outreach to the inner city of Toronto. 
And, guests are welcomed from local 
and national relief and development 
agencies as we look beyond our borders 
to offer the compassion of our Saviour as 
part of the Good News. 


Rev. Dr. Jeff Loach is clerk of the Presbytery 
of Oak Ridges, and minister at St. Paul’s, 
Nobleton, Ont. 
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THE FIVE SOLAS ARE MUCH MORE THAN THEOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES. 
BY CHARLES FENSHAM 


Marina and I were driving in the southeast of France near 
the city of Albertville. It was the early ‘80s and we were a young 
and adventuresome couple. There, clinging to the side of the 
mountain, we spotted the ruin of an old castle with a derelict 
trail beckoning us to follow our noses. An old gate was hanging 
open and we swung up the path and drove as far as we would 


dare. As we clambered through the old ruin | found myself in a 
kind of dungeon with a small slit in the stone, shedding a bar of 
light on the wall. Could this be true? Did the ancients indulge in 
graffiti? Indeed, there were two lines of text labouriously carved 
in the rock wall. I traced them with my finger. “En Dieu seul ma 
confiance” (in God alone | trust), and then, just below, “soli > 


February 2012 Presbyterian Record ] 9 


FEATURES | heology 101 


Deo gloria” (to God alone be the glory). I 
stood for a long time as emotion flooded 
over me in the ancient dungeon illumi- 
nated by a slit of morning light. You see, 
many of my forbears and those of Marina 
confessed these things; some paid with 
their lives for it. The Therons, the Nels 
on my side, and the Lombards and De 
Villiers on Marina’s side fled this land as 
refugees because they held these confes- 
sions so dear and lived them out. These 
are not mere religious platitudes, theolog- 
ical proposals, or propositions to be used 
against detractors. These are words of the 
Way—the Way of Jesus Christ—the Way 
of the Reformation. 

There were five “solas” (Latin for 
alone or singular or only), that acted 
as markers of the way of the 16th 
century Reformation. The two lines of 
graffiti hint at two of those solas. The 
first speaks of what became known as 
sola fide (faith alone), the second is 
the exact phrasing of the Reformation 
confession—to God alone be the glory. 
The other three solas were sola gratia 
(grace alone), sola scriptura (scripture 
alone), and solo Christo (Christ alone). 
It is about this last one that Iam writing 
today. The thing about these five solas 
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is that you cannot live or speak one 
without the others. And, indeed, they 
are more about a way of living—a 
dangerous way—than simply a way 
of speaking. That, after all, is what a 
confession is. A confession is not just 
something we affirm, it is something 
that can get us locked up in dungeons 
or turn us into refugees. A confession is 
a way—and particularly, as we speak of 
Christ alone, the Way of Jesus Christ. 
The five solas are not five state- 
ments vying against each other for 
supremacy; they make up five singular 
commitments that act as markers on 
the Way of Jesus Christ. Therefore, if 
we confess Christ alone, we confess the 
whole Way of Jesus Christ. In this the 
five solas teach us that we access the 
Way through faith (trust, confidence) 
in God—sola fide. This faith is given to 
us by God through grace—sola gratia. 
We know it through the scriptures that 
reveal to us who God really is—sola scrip- 
tura. The gospel story shows us the Way 
of God in Jesus Christ—solo Christo, and 
all of this is to be about our thankful 
praise and glory of God—soli Deo gloria. 
To say Christ alone, or to say that we 
are in Christ, or to say that we are saved 


The five solas 
are not five 
statements 
vying against 
each other for 
supremacy; 
they make up 
five singular 
commitments 
that act as 
markers on 


the Way of 
Jesus Christ 


through Christ is to commit ourselves 
to walk the costly way, following in the 
footsteps of Jesus. 

This means we commit ourselves to 
walk in the shadow of the cross even as 
we sing thankful hymns of glory to God. 
Walking this way means that Christ 
made the way possible through his death 
and that his resurrection gives us hope 
that all things in all creation will even- 
tually glorify God. It means we are free 
to be his followers. It means we are free 
to do as he taught and demonstrated. 
We are free to love our neighbours, to 
embrace the ugly, to heal creation, to 
resist evil, to feed the hungry, and to 
stand with those who suffer most and 
are trampled upon by our exploitive 
consumer culture. It means we will be 
unpopular, we will be resisted and it 
means we might end up in dungeons 
scratching out the truth of the scriptures 
on prison walls. 

Be careful before you confess “Christ 
alone,” it just might come true for you... 


Rev. Dr. Charles Fensham is minister in 
association at Central, Hamilton, Ont., and 
associate professor of Systematic Theology 
at Knox College, Toronto. 
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Jesus ina Hurry 


CAN WE KEEP UP WITH THE JESUS WE MEET IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK? 


February 26 / First Sunday in Lent 


Mark 1:9-15 


- Suggested alternative first reading: 
Daniel 4:28-37 


I he opening chapters of all 


four gospels are more important as 
theology than history. The introduction 
to each gospel provides the foundation 
for the authors’ interpretation of the 
Jesus story. Much of the richness is lost 
to us if we take these chapters first, and 
often only, as history. In its brevity our 
reading from Mark says at least as much 
as the longer narratives in Matthew and 


BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


Luke. Yet we often skip through Mark’s 
version of the baptism and temptation 
of Jesus because it doesn’t offer the kind 
of detail we’re looking for. 

Some see Mark as a summary of 
the authorized story of Jesus for begin- 
ners. Others suggest it’s for believers far 
removed from the origins of the story. 
People who don’t recognize the sources 
other gospel writers employ so exten- 
sively to advance their understanding of 
what Jesus means for the world. That’s 
one reason Matthew comes first in the 
canon. For centuries, Mark was thought 
inferior to the other gospels. And Mark 
unfolds with breathlessness, like a story 
told by an excited child, who just has 
to tell an adult every detail, or he’ll 


just die! “And then, and, and, and...” 
Count them in today’s reading. 

Jesus appears. From nowhere. And 
he’s baptized. And the sky opens. And 
a dove appears. And a voice sounds 
from heaven. And the Spirit imme- 
diately... Mark loves “immediately” 
almost as much as “and.” The spirit 
drives Jesus into the wilderness. Imme- 
diately. Does Jesus even have a chance 
to catch his breath after being dunked 
in the river? 

This forward drive continues 
through Mark’s gospel, until it ends in a 
broken sentence that leaves us hanging. 
Or does it drive us into the wilderness? 
In this year of Mark do we catch the 
gospel’s energy? > 
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Thank you! 


PWS&D would like to 
thank congregations 
and individuals for your 
generous support our 
life-saving programs 
last year. Working with 
international partners, 
Presbyterians are 
creating new futures of 
hope and opportunity 
for vulnerable people 
around the world. 
Together we are working 
to overcome poverty 
and provide relief in 
times of disaster. 


Thank you for your prayers 
and financial support, and 
for answering the call to 
share Christ’s compassion 
and love. 


Presbyterian World Service & Development 


50 Wynford Dr., Toronto ON MSC 1J7 ® 1-800-619-7301 * www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


(V| Yes! / want to help continue this important work 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


EMAIL: 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D e Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 
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Embedded in the opening chap- 
ters of all four gospels are reflections 
on texts and themes largely lost to us. 
Matthew sets Jesus up as a new Moses, 
liberator and law-giver. Founder of the 
new covenant people. Luke draws lines 
back to the story of Samuel. Prophet and 
priest. Reformer. Maker and conscience 
of kings. The gospels represent an 
ancient literary form, in which the life 
story of a famous person begins with 
narrative that echoes stories from the 
past. What sources does Mark rely on? 
He may be thinking of Nebuchadne- 
zzar, Of all people! Mark probably knew 
the narrative of Daniel, with its theme 
of faithfulness and vindication under 
oppression. Its story of God at work in 
unexpected places, through unlikely 
agents, ultimately toward the release of 
God’s exiled people. 

King Nebuchadnezzar heard a 
voice from heaven. He was driven into 
the wilderness. He was even bathed 
(baptized?) with the dew of heaven. 
Why? So Nebuchadnezzar could learn 
who God was and, therefore, who he 
was. He returned no less a king, but so 
much more a man of God. 

The old story tells of God’s power to 
change the heart of the very emperor 
who sacked God’s house and oppressed 
God’s people. Does Mark want us to 
wonder what God might do in and 
through Jesus when he comes back 
from the wilderness? What will this 
king bring to the world? 

Jesus comes back, goes home, and 
picks his time to begin his mission. 
God’s reign is at hand. God’s reign, 
not the emperor’s, is dawning. And, as 
Nebuchadnezzar confessed, “all God’s 
works are truth, and God’s ways are 
justice; and God is able to bring low 
those who walk in pride.” 

Mark’s Jesus gets to work, fast, proving 
those words true in all he does and says. 
Time and again Jesus encounters evil powers 
and routs them with greater power. He sets 
captives free. He presses on, to do as much 
as he can in the time he has on earth. = 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches at the 
Atlantic School of Theology. 
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Guided by the Word 


FINDING AUTHORITY IN SCRIPTURE. 
BY CALVIN BROWN 


AS Presbyterians, .. have a 


strong heritage as a people of the book. That is, we are a 
people whose sole authority in matters of faith and life 
is the word of God revealed in Holy Scripture. This has 
kept us on track, for the most part, in being faithful in 
living out our lives in integrity according to the revealed 
heart and mind of God. By being rooted in the word we 
have been challenged along the way by a voice other 
than our own in discerning what God desires of us. 
This is not unique to us but was standard in the ancient 
practice of the early church as well. William Webster 
noted that the early church fathers (Ignatius, Polycarp, 
Clement, the Didache, and Barnabas) taught doctrine 
and defended Christianity against heresies. In doing 


this, their sole appeal for authority was scripture. Their 
writings literally breathe with the spirit of the Old and 
New Testaments. 


IN THE WRITINGS of the apologists such as Justin Martyr 
and Athenagoras, the same thing is found. There is no 
appeal in any of these writings to the authority of tradi- 
tion as a separate and independent body of revelation. 
Our own Presbyterian confession, Living Faith, places 
the same emphasis on the authority of the word when 
it says: “The Bible has been given to us by the inspira- 
tion of God to be the rule of faith and life. It is the stan- 
dard of all doctrine by which we must test any word that 
comes to us from church, world, or inner experience. > 
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It isn’t enough that 
the Bible be seen as 
a ‘tule’ book telling 
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We subject to its judgment all we 
believe and do. Through the scrip- 
tures the church is bound only to 
Jesus Christ, its king and head. He 
is the living Word of God to whom 
the written word bears witness.” 

The confession correctly goes 
on to say that the Holy Spirit, 
who both persuades us of its 
authority and empowers the word 
to come alive in and through us, 
must accompany the Bible. This 
has always been our Presbyte- 
rian heritage (though sometimes 
neglected) begun by this same 
strong emphasis on the work of 
the Holy Spirit in the writings of 
John Calvin. 


N.T. WRIGHT, in a lecture, said, 
“Somehow, the authority which 
God has invested in this book is an 
authority that is wielded and exer- 
cised through the people of God 
telling and retelling their story as 
the story of the world, telling the 
covenant story as the true story of 
creation. Somehow, this authority 
is also wielded through His people 
singing psalms. Somehow, it is 
wielded (it seems) in particular 
through God’s people telling the 
story of Jesus. We must look, then, 
at the question of stories. What sort 
of authority might they possess?” 
In Romans 15, Paul says, “That 
by patience and encouragement 
of the scriptures you might have 
hope,” because scripture brings 
God’s order to God’s world. He 
goes on to say that the stories of 
the Bible are transforming words. 
It isn’t enough that the Bible be 
seen as a ‘rule’ book telling us what 
to do. We must ourselves enter the 
story and have a worldview that 
reflects the reality that calls us 
to act in ways we never thought 
possible. As we tell the story to 
others, they too will be taken hold 
of by the words and the Spirit and 
be changed. What I am speaking of 
is so much more than mere stories 


that change people’s thinking. It is 
the living and active God moving 
in and through His word that 
empowers and changes. These are 
changes of eternal consequences. 
It is Jesus who made an important 
distinction when he said that the 
letter of the law kills but the Spirit 
gives life. 


IF WE BELIEVE we are keeping 
faith with Presbyterians and others 
of faith who have gone before us, 
how do we respond to this unique 
book that shares both concrete 
script and life-giving Spirit when it 
is read or heard? 

Wright suggests that we “soak 
ourselves. in scriptures in jethe 
power and strength and leading 
of the Spirit, in order that we 
may then speak freshly and with 
authority to the world of this 
same creator God.” 

They offer, as all genuine Chris- 
tian storytelling does, a world- 
view that, as someone comes into 
it and finds how compelling it is, 
quietly shatters their own world- 
view. Stories determine how people 
see themselves and how they see 
the world. Stories determine how 
they experience God and the 
world, and themselves and others. 

It isn’t that we simply figure 
things out for ourselves—we are 
a people of the word who are led 
by the word. It is with alarm then 
that I see whole congregations that 
seem to ignore the word and in 
decision-making fail to be guided 
by the word. 

Let us, in this month that focuses 
on love, make a resolution to be 
faithful, to lovingly respond to the 
One who has given us His word in 
scripture by valuing this gift of love 
as we commit to having it guide and 
transform us in our personal and 
corporate life as the church. @ 


Rev. Calvin Brown is pastor at Knox, 
Palmerston, and Knox, Drayton, Ont. 
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irst Things First 


A CASE FOR WORSHIP RENEWAL. 
BY GORDON MCCROSTIE 


y-® live in the Information Age and are 
(bombarded with communication on a 
“‘ multitude of levels. Our culture thrives 
on communication; but not all messages are successful. The 
most effective communicators understand that creativity is 
vital. Theologian Robert Webber stated: “Communication 
occurs when a message takes up residence within a listen- 
er’s life and heart.” Advertisers learned this a long time ago. 
While content may be the most important component of 
a message, it is not enough—how a message is presented is 
important if it is to be transmitted successfully. 

If, for example, one compares the messages from 
commercial advertisements with the messages we commu- 
nicate in our churches’ worship, a couple of things immedi- 
ately become apparent. Ad messages tend to be lightweight 
in content and sophisticated in delivery, whereas worship 
messages tend to be sophisticated in content and light- 


weight in delivery. In the world of media, there is often far 
more time, energy, and resources put into how a message 
is communicated than the actual content of the message 
‘deserves.’ Is there any debate as to which communicator 
is finding more success in the delivery of its message to 
contemporary Canadian society? 

YouTube has demonstrated that the successful influ- 
ence of creativity in the transmission of a message is not 
just a result of budget and production values (although the 
use of adequate resources is important). Rightly or wrongly, 
creative communication is what makes the 21st-century 
world go round. Our postmodern culture does not respond 
to communication that only comes from verbal, linear, or 
cerebral perspectives. 

Yet these perspectives are the basis for communication 
in most Canadian Presbyterian worship. It is no wonder 
that a huge segment of Canadian society finds little > 
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meaning in our worship. Of course we 
live in a secularized age, but there are 
plenty of examples of churches that 
successfully communicate, as well as 
spiritualities that have meaning for 
many of the groups we have been 
unable to reach. 

Worship is our fundamental 
witness. It is from worship that all 
other ministries arise. If we cannot 
hold public worship that is mean- 
ingful to a large segment of society, we 
cannot expect that anything else we 
do will bring people to our churches. 
There are many other orga- 
nizations for people who 
want to help the needy, or 
associate with a friendly 
bunch of people. 

If we want to breathe 
new life into our denomi- 
nation, we first need to 
breathe new. life into our 
public worship. And we don’t have 
to ‘sell out’—it is possible to do this 
‘our way.’ It will involve some change, 
but more importantly, we will need to 
introduce a culture of creative commu- 
nication as we design and implement 
our worship. Worship is directed 
towards God, but we have allowed 
our worship to be filled with impedi- 
ments that prevent people from 
hearing God’s life-giving message and 
feeling God’s presence. We have also, 
as a denomination, given worship 
short shrift of our focus, energy, and 
resources. Our challenge is how to 
define and implement 21st-century 
Presbyterian worship, and to make 
worship renewal a priority. 

Some would say we do not ‘speak 
the vernacular’ of 21st-century Cana- 
dian culture. We need to be able to 
speak the language if we want to 
communicate, and this language is not 
only about words. 

Postmodernity has become the 
predominant worldview. This ethos is 
mistrustful of institutional authority, 
including the church. Postmoder- 
nity is not against rational thought, 
rather it asserts that there is more to 
perceiving reality than mere rational 
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thinking. It thrives on ambiguity and 
diversity; it is contrarian and skeptical 
about universalisms. But like all other 
generations, postmodern people are 
searching for a coherent meaning of 
life. 

As theologian Richard Niebuhr has 
said, the church needs to be “in the 
culture, not of the culture.” We must 
be counter-cultural, not anti-cultural, 
if we want to be seen as authentic. 

We do not need to change our 
worship content; rather, we must 
examine how we can more effectively 


It is a big step for a denomination 
with a long and proud tradition to 
come to terms with change in how 

it Communicates in worship 


present this content to share the Good 
News. Canada is no longer a homog- 
enous society—we are a diverse and 
complex group that includes a huge 
range of sensibilities and contexts. 
While Presbyterians can’t be all things 
to all people, we do need to learn to 
connect our worship with all living 
generations, and with a diverse mix of 
sensibilities. It’s not about pandering 
to teenagers or focusing on some 
groups and leaving out others. We 
can communicate in a diverse, multi- 
layered way that allows all groups to 
connect with God at different times 
and in different ways. It does not need 
to be complicated, but it does require 
significantly more time, energy, and 
resources than are currently being 
directed towards worship in the 
Presbyterian Church. 

For our worship to be meaningful 
and authentic it must be transforma- 
tional. This means that every group 
hears God’s voice and feels God’s pres- 
ence at various times in our worship. 
Not during every minute of worship, 
and maybe not every time they come 
to worship, but with an understanding 
that worship is where they come to 
feed their souls. This will only happen 


if each group’s sensibilities are inten- 
tionally included in the worship 
design. In being transformed week- 
by-week, people become changed and 
say, “Here Iam, Lord—what can I do?” 
We are called at Pentecost to speak 
the gospel so that all will understand. 
The focus of our discussion needs to 
change from what we are not prepared 
to do, to what we are prepared to do 
in order to renew how we communi- 
cate in worship. Part of creativity is 
developing a culture of openness to 
what is good and meaningful, and 
what might be effectively 
incorporated into a distinc- 
tively Reformed interpreta- 
tion. This means creativity 
with biblical and trinitarian 
fidelity, and _ presenta- 
tions with theological and 
aesthetic integrity. 

It is a big step for a 
denomination with a long and proud 
tradition to come to terms with change 
in how it communicates in worship. 
Grappling with change is a difficult 
and stressful process for any organiza- 
tion. We are trying to discern what it is 
that God wants us to be and do. 

Renewal is more than just tinkering 
with the order of service. It is not just 
jumping from one trend to the next. 
There are no easy answers, no painless 
solutions, no quick fixes. The biggest 
job, however, is the intentional week- 
by-week implementation of worship 
renewal at the local level. Reversing a 
decline in membership that has been 
going on for over a quarter-century 
will not happen overnight. There is a 
future for postmodern Presbyterianism 
in Canada—but not a guaranteed 
future. Will we “seek to be changed, 
to be reformed, to take whatever risks 
are necessary as we learn to obey 
God’s will?” (PCC Vision Statement, 
1989) First things first—worship needs 
renewal. @ 


Gordon McCrostie’s Master of 
Theological Studies thesis is titled 
“Directions in Presbyterian Worship for 
the 21st Century.” 
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The Meaning 
of Mentor 


A CANADIAN THEOLOGIAN DISC 


The Messenger: 
Friendship, Faith and 
Finding One’s Way 
Douglas John Hall 

Cascade Books, 2011 


What does it mean 


to be a mentor? What does it 
mean to be a friend? Who are 
the key people in our lives 
who have helped guide us in 
the directions we have taken 
in life? What kind of qualities 
do they exemplify? 

Douglas John Hall, a 
minister and theologian with 
an international reputation, 
has written a highly personal 
book as a work of gratitude to 
his mentor, Robert (Bob) Miller. 
What is particularly unique 
about this book is that mentorship and 
friendship are spoken of not theoreti- 
cally, but by means of a biographical 
and auto-biographical journey through 
the lives of Hall, Miller and other indi- 
viduals during a key period in Cana- 
dian Protestant church life from the 
1950s to the present. Also unique 
and worthwhile is an insider’s view 
into intimate relationships of friend- 
ship and guidance between men—in 
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this case, an older with a younger—at 
a time when such intimacy is rarely 
trusted, let alone communicated. 

Hall speaks of growing up in a time 
where Protestantism taught dogmatic 
certitudes and moralistic piety with 
little room for the “dark, subtle places 
of the human spirit.” As a teenager 
and young adult with many questions 
and a hunger for honesty, he was 
fortunate to find several key people 
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USSES HIS CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH ROBERT MILLER. 
BY HARRIS ATHANASIADIS 


who not only took his ques- 
tions seriously, but refused 
to give any pat answers. 
Instead, they modelled 
a way of being Christian 
whereby the questions led 
to a much larger, more 
profound relationship with 
God, to “a second naiveté” 
of faith (to borrow a term 
from Paul Riceour). For the 
young Hall, Miller stands 
out among this specimen of 
Christianity, perhaps even 
rarer in the ‘50s than the 
present day. 

Miller exemplified other quali- 
ties that also made him an incred- 
ible mentor. He offered the young 
Hall advice and direction without 
imposing his views. He was honest, 
but affirming and gentle, and he took 
the time to ponder every response to 
Hall. This attracted Hall not only to 
Christianity, but to the ministry as he 
saw it modelled in Miller. The other 
quality of Miller’s that Hallfound > 
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What is fascinating about friendships ... is 
that those who become key people in our 
lives are not necessarily those we would 
have chosen or expected 


astonishing was his humility. He 
had an authority but of a kind very 
different than so many of the clergy 
around Hall at the time. Miller’s kind 
of authority was earned but never 
imposed. In fact, Miller often shared 
his own questions and doubts with 
the young Hall, and showed him 
how asking the right questions and 
being honest before God and with 
others about one’s own uncertain- 
ties only deepened one’s faith, hope 
and love in the largest sense. A keen 
Barthian, Miller always knew he 
had to deal with “the totally Other” 
(Soren Kierkegaard/Karl Barth). 

The relationship continued as 
Miller along with others helped Hall 
through his initial studies in music, 
and then the discerning of a call to 
ministry and studies in theology. 
Miller and this small group were 
there for Hall through all the key 
events of his life, those times of grief 
and of celebration. Hall tracks Mill- 
er’s own soul searching from the time 
Miller returned from graduate studies 
in Europe to find his way as national 
secretary of the Student Christian 
Movement, to his unjust and humili- 
ating termination, but also to his 
incredible grace toward those who 
were against him. He was forced 
to let it all go and start over again 
with nothing and he did so without 
animosity or bitterness. Miller was 
a “book steward” and eventually 
opened the Bob Miller Book Room 
on Bloor Street in Toronto, which 
became his mission field. 

In the last chapter, Hall offers 
more in-depth reflection on human 
character and the nature of core 
relationships, and such reflection 
provides some profound insight 


to anyone searching for a mentor 
with the right qualifications. He 
describes Miller as someone who 
didn’t readily talk about his feel- 
ings but was rather private. While 
some might have described Miller 
as lacking in the ability or willing- 
ness to disclose himself emotionally 
or spiritually, what Hall discerns is 
a certain personality different than 
his own or that of others. Miller was 
sensitive and an attentive listener, 
but was not someone who would 
jump in easily talking about his 
own stuff. And this was not about 
a lack in him, but more, perhaps a 
“Canadian” moderation or modesty 
that was genuine and spiritually 
profound, and in another sense, 
was more than many would expect. 
When he did speak, one would 
listen because the words and ideas 
had been sifted through very deeply. 

What is fascinating about friend- 
ships, and even more so of mentor- 
ship relationships, is that those who 
become key people in our lives are 
not necessarily those we would have 
chosen or expected to serve in this 
capacity. We discover wonderful differ- 
ences in humanity and this enlarges 
us and expands our way of looking at 
ourselves, our world and our way. 

It’s been a few years since Miller 
died, but his legacy in Hall’s life and 
in the lives of others is something for 
which Hall is forever grateful. Would 
that we all have Bob Millers in our 
lives. But whether we do or we don’t, 
this book provides us with some 
wonderful personal and biographical 
tools for discerning our way. @ 


Rev. Harris Athanasiadis is minister at 
St. Mark’s, Don Mills, Toronto. 
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Taking Off the Robe 


WHY ARE RETIRED MINISTERS TREATED AS SECOND-CLASS? 
BY HUGH APPEL 


Fit an Ye to 


t U} LUUL U UOUV! » the day my wife 
and I were ordained into the ministry of Christ’s church 
remains a most unforgettable highlight. I remember it 
well as many relatives and friends had gathered with us 
in the country church where we had served-as student 
ministers. It has been a joy and inspiration for us to serve 
several congregations since that special event. Back then, 
candidates had to accept a two-year appointment to serve 
a congregation arranged by the synod superintendents 
of the Board of World Mission. With our experiences as 
student ministers and our new black gowns, we moved 
to Burnaby, B.C., near Vancouver. Upon arrival we found 


@ 
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only a handful of people, the few who had remained after 
a vacancy of seven years. We felt God’s presence and 
strength, and during our four years of serving, the Lord 
blessed His work with challenge and growth. 

After many years of service with several more congrega- 
tions, the time came to retire. We moved away from our 
last congregation to a larger city, where we had purchased 
a home. The time of relaxation had arrived. I attended 
my first presbytery meeting in our new area, and as usual 
my name was placed on the appendix to the roll because 
I was not active in a charge or other ministry. During 
that meeting, it was announced that due to an urgent > 
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Some years ago, 

a minister who was 
moderator of synod 
retired one month 
prior to the synod’s 
annual meeting, 
and was told he 
would not be 
allowed to open 
the meeting. 

How callous is that? 
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issue, presbytery would move in 
camera. Much to my surprise, minis- 
ters on the appendix were told they 
had to leave along with the visitors. In 
all my years of ministry, including my 
time as moderator, I had never expe- 
rienced such action. And there we 
were, standing outside the meeting. A 
number of ministers went home, 
and I never saw them back at pres- 
bytery. What a loss. There were 25 
ministers and diaconal ministers on 
the inactive roll. If you take a low 
average, that is more than 600 years 
of experience, knowledge, leadership 
and understanding. 

Because of a strange ruling in our 
denomination, the issue of equality 
came about. For example, if there 
are 20 ministers in a presbytery on 
the constituent roll, there must also 
be 20 elders on the roll. This sounds 


like a democratic way to deal with the 


business of the church. In reality, it 
is only a theory, and a most painful 
experience for ministers who are 
inactive. After all those years, has the 
church ever taken a serious look at 
this situation? We all know that equal 
attendance practically never happens. 

For some years now, my wife and I 
have left in October to spend the 
winters in Florida, returning home 
in the spring. Attending presbytery 
meetings is hardly possible for me. But 
what about all the other retired minis- 
ters? Some of them may end up on a 
committee of presbytery. But if they 
happen to be the convener they are 
not allowed to make a motion, second 
it, or vote on the issue. The same 
applies if a retired minister is named 
interim moderator. He or she has to 
find others to make motions as well as 
someone to second them. 

Over the years, retired minis- 
ters have told me they don’t want 
to attend presbytery meetings 
anymore because they find it too 
humiliating. How unfortunate is 
that? Yes, we often use the words of 
the apostle Paul (although he spoke 
these words not for the benefit of a 


presbytery): “We like to have things 
done decently and in order.” We 
have often heard it being said: “We 
have always done it this way,” which 
sounds rather pious. 

I have checked the above issue 


with clergy from the Presbyte- 
rian Church (USA), the Christian 
Reformed Church, the Reformed 


Church in Canada, and the United 
Church. They find it hard to believe 
that this is what happens when a 
minister retires in our denomina- 
tion. A Christian Reformed minister 
told me that their retired ministers 
are often chosen to be delegates to 
their General Synod meetings. Why 
are we different? The apostle Paul 
writes, “We have different gifts, such 
as preaching, serving, teaching, and 
leadership.” Does that not also apply 
to our denomination? 

When home again in the spring, 
I am privileged to preach in many 
different congregations. One may 
retire, but the gifts we receive through 
the Holy Spirit do not. When a servant 
of Christ retires, why must they lose 
their status as an active person, and 
why only in our denomination? Are 
we not all part of the Reformed 
church? Can someone explain to me 
where we find this ruling in scripture? 

Our declining denomination is in 
crisis. Has the time not come for the 
General Assembly to take a hard look 
at this outdated ruling? Some years 
ago, a minister who was moderator of 
synod retired one month prior to the 
synod’s annual meeting, and was told 
he would not be allowed to open the 
meeting. How callous is that? 

I pray God will give us enough grace 
and understanding to bring retired 
ministers back into action. “‘Open 
your eyes and look at the fields! They 
are ripe for the harvest’ ... and because 
of [Jesus’] words many more became 
believers.” John 4:35, 41). = 


Rev. Hugh Appel lives in London, Ont. 
He wrote From Pulp to Pulpit about his 
nearly 40 years of ministry in the PCC. 
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CAMP LISTINGS 


Campfires, swimming, sleeping bags, roasted marshmallows ... days spent at camp 
are filled with fun and games, and are a quintessential part of many a childhood. But 
attending a Christian camp means much more than silly summer days near the lake. 
While new skills are learned and lifelong friendships are forged, many campers come to 
a deeper knowledge of their faith, and their relationship with God. Happy camping! 


Presbyterian Music Camp: 


A place to grow musically and 
spiritually, a place where families 
and individuals of all ages can 
learn new skills and share their 
gifts with one another. 


August 19th 
to 26th, 2012 


Visit our website to register or for 
more information: www.musicamp.ca 


. Al bel f (ta 

CAMP KANNAWIN 

website: campkannawin.ca 

Run by the Presbyterian Church since 
1941, Camp Kannawin is accredited 
annually by the Alberta Camping 
Association. 


British Columbia 
CAMP DOUGLAS 

website: campdouglas.ca 

Located on the Pacific Ocean in 

British Columbia, Camp Douglas 
offers children a Christ-centered 

camp experience. Through daily Bible 
study, as well as fun activities such as 
kayaking and knuckleball, campers are 
surrounded by Christ and his love. 


DUTCH HARBOUR CHRISTIAN CAMP 
email: dutchharbour@theeastshore.net 
Operated by the Presbytery of 
Kootenay. Christian fellowship in a 
beautiful, natural setting. 


CAMP VIP 
website: campvip.net 

Camp VIP (Vancouver Island Presbytery) 
offers camping programs for all ages. 
Supported mainly by volunteers, 

our ministry provides discipleship, 
leadership, service and community 
both indoors and out, keeping campers 
and leaders connected to their Creator 
through nature and creativity. 


Nova Scotia 

CAMP GEDDIE 

website: campgeddie.ca 

Camp Geddie’s mission is to invite all 
to experience the joy of God’s beauty 
and love in creation, and to nurture a 
relationship with Christ and Christ’s 
people in a caring community through 
play and worship. We offer a summer 
residential camp, a year-round retreat 
and conference lodge, and the Smith 
House, a place for the leadership of the 
church to come for rest and renewal. 
Come join us in our 66th year. 


CAMP MACLEOD 

website: pccweb.ca/campmacleod 
Situated on the beautiful Mira River 
in Cape Breton, Camp MacLeod is an 
accredited member of the Camping 
Association of Nova Scotia. Camp 
MacLeod provides a unique Christian 
camping experience for youth ages 
7-16. Come join us for a week of 
memories that will last a lifetime. 


Ontario 

CAMP KINTAIL 

website: campkintail.ca 

Since 1929, a place to grow in God’s 
love! Owned and operated by the Synod 
of Southwestern Ontario and located on 
the beautiful shores of Lake Huron. 


CAIRN CAMPING AND 

RETREAT CENTRES 

website: ilovecamp.org 

Cairn is the camping ministry of the 


Synod of Central, Northeastern Ontario 
and Bermuda, and home to Glen Mhor, 
lona, Presbyterian Music Camp and 
Dorothy Lake Family Camp. We believe 
childhood is sacred; let’s nourish it 
together through Christ. 


HURON FEATHERS CENTRE 
website: huronfeathers.ca 

Join us between May and August for 
great weekly worship, exciting day 
camp, and awesome youth events! A 
vibrant ministry, right near the beach! 


CAMP KUMMONIWANNAGO 
website: campk.on.ca 

Close to nature, close to home. 
Supported by St. Andrew’s, Kitchener, 
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aS a ministry to youth and children in 
the Kitchener-Waterloo Region. 


CAMP CHERITH 

website: campcherith.ca 

Providing a quality Christian camping 
program in Walkerton for children and 
youth since 1954. 


Prince Edward Island 


CAMP KEIR 

website: campkeir.ca 

A chance for children, youth, and 
teens to develop Christian faith and 
character in an atmosphere of fun and 
recreation. > 


lifetime! 


Visit www.campkintail.ca 


for a summer schedule 
and retreat information. 


Become a fan of 
Camp Kintail on Facebook! 


Your donation to 
Camp Kintail 
will help with our goal to 
build a high ropes course. 


We appreciate your support! Children 
are an important part of our church. Tax 
receipts will be issued by Camp Kintail. 
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Join us this year as we discover the 
Secrets of the Kingdom! 


Weekly summer camps 
for boys and girls (aged 5-15) 


Specialty camps on 
ARTS (music, drama) & 
SKILLS (outdoor ed) 


Annual Women’s Weekend along with 
Programs for Families and Seniors 


Off-season Rentals 


For more information .... 
www.campkannawin.ca 


1() Cy Vv, 
’ Van Lake, 


(403) 887- 5760 


«:Positive Christian Role Models 


+ Trained, Qualified Staff 
¢ Bible Based 


« Skill based activities! 
(archery, equestrian, 
mountain biking, crafts, 
canoeing, kayaking, 
exploring, swimming 
and so much more) 

« Non Competitive 
atmosphere 


« Fun, Safe, Structured 
Environment 


Established 1954 


Email: cherith.ont@sympatico.ca 


705-734-2122 
519-881-2448 


Christian environment is an intentional 
integration of faith and activity. 


Membr Q . 
c 
Ew 
CCI/CANADA. 


The Christian Camp & 
Conference Association 
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Quebec 


CAMP D’ACTION BIBLIQUE 

website: cabqc.ca 

Camp d’action biblique is a bilingual camp where 
kids from all backgrounds learn who and whose 
they are in a dynamic, safe and caring envi- 
ronment. About 90 minutes east of Montreal. 


GRACEFIELD CHRISTIAN CAMP AND RETREAT 
CENTRE 

website: gracefieldcamp.ca 

Celebrating 50 years of outdoor ministry with 
children, youth and families. Join us Canada 

Day weekend, June 30-July 2. We invite you to 
re-connect with the people and place you cherish. 


Saskatchewan 

CAMP CHRISTOPHER 

website: campchristopher.ca 

Imagine, dream, play and explore as we find God 
in the everyday. Hotdogs, wide games, archery, 
campfire, skits, singing, swamp hikes, canoeing, 
s’mores and more! 
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n February 1926, American historian Carter G. Woodson 4 
launched an event called Negro History Week. The goal 
i was to celebrate and draw attention to the many 

contributions of black people in American history, until the day 
when the thorough mixing of “black” history and “American” 
history in the public consciousness would make the event 
obsolete. Fifty years later the celebration became Black History 
Month and was imported into Canada, first informally by the 
Ontario Black History Society, and later officially when Jean 
Augustine, Canada’s first black woman elected to Parliament, 
brought the issue before the House of Commons in 1995. 
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“recent years some have objected to the observance 
of Black History Month. In a 2005 interview with 
S CBS’ 60 Minutes, American actor Morgan Freeman 
famously protested, “You're going to relegate my history to a 
month?” Others have shared his concern that the event seg- 
- regates black history from the rest of American history and, 
rather than combating racism, only draws attention to it. 
os In Canada the controversy has made fewer headlines, 
_ but each February in recent years has seen debates on online 
_ forums, blogs and other forms of social media. If so many 
people are opposed to Black History Month—including those 
who identify themselves as black—why do we still celebrate it? 
One answer may be that 
we have not yet reached 
Woodson’s dream of an 
educated public. In 1995, 
the Canadian government MALTER THE B 
mandated the teaching of 
black history in schools, but this measure does not guarantee 
well-rounded results. Many Canadians are still unaware of 
important figures like Mathieu Da Costa, a free black man 
who worked as an interpreter between Samuel de Champlain 
and the Mik’maq people. Many do not realize that slavery 
continued to exist in the British colony of Upper Canada even 
after Lieutenant-Governor John Graves Simcoe introduced 
legislation in 1793 to gradually abolish it. Few know that our 
country had its own set of Jim oy laws that persisted for 
years after that. 


ABEACK HISTORY 
MONTH CELEBRATION 


St. Timothy’s, Ottawa, held a special service to celebrate Black 
History Month last February. The regular choir was joined by 
the Afro-Caribbean-South American choral group, Ni Wewe 
Tu (It's Only You), The blended choir brought the whole 
congregation to its feet, and young and old alike were enrap- 
tured by the children’s story that Baiye Orock, a member of St. 
Timothy's, told about his childhood in Mbonge, Cameroon. 

-A special moment came when the congregation broke 
with its normal tradition of quietly passing the offering plate 
and joined the choir in walking and dancing their offerings 

to the front while the words “It’s a great thing to serve the 
Lord” and “Hallelujah” were sung. 
After the service, traditional dishes from several African 
and Caribbean countries were shared while congre- 
gants and guests socialized. A photo essay of the whole 
service is available at sttimsottawa.com/Black.History. 
Month20022011.pdf 
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Thus far, the Presbyterian Church in Canada has not 
involved itself in the debate over Black History Month. In 
fact, the church has had little to say about the event. Dionne 
Cousins, a member of St. David’s, Toronto, and of the Justice 
Ministries advisory committee, wants to see that change. 

“1 think the PCC should make the month of February 
important and relevant,” Cousins told the Record. “Lay 
participation of black congregation members would be nice during 
that month.” Cousins also wants to see black history featured in 
sermons, and in resources released by the national church. 

Cousins, whose family came to Canada from Jamaica and 
England in the 1960s, also points out the trouble with labels 
that many black Canadians 
encounter. “I identify with 
being black, not African- 
Canadian. I’m proud to be 
black,” she says. 

Okelo Aballa came to 
Calgary from Ethiopia in 2002. “When I got here I couldn't 
find a job,” he says. Although many employers responded 
well to his strong resume, he never received the second call 
he was promised after interviews. Aballa feels his skin colour 
and background influenced their decisions, which is why he 
believes Black History Month is so important. 

“It’s about equality and living peacefully together no 
matter the background,” he explains. “That’s how I think.” 

His church family helps. The Presbyterian Church, with 
its strong Scottish tradition, is often considered too rigid and 
homogeneous to appeal to newcomers from other cultures. 
However, when Aballa first found Centennial Presbyterian in 
Calgary, it was the familiarity that attracted him. 

“The way they do the service is almost the same as we do 
in Africa,” he says. He is also quick to explain that the racism 
he experienced in the workplace has never been an issue at 
Centennial. “The church is really friendly. I call them my 
family because they’ve been supporting me.” 

Dr. Rose Dijana, who was born in Cameroon and lived 
in France before coming to Canada, had a similar experience 
finding a church when she moved to Montreal in 1999. 

“I was ... a bit worried about the type of church I would 
find here. So when I attended the worship service at Eglise 
Presbytérienne St-Luc, I thought, Wow! It was close to what I 
was looking for.” 

Dijana is now the clerk of session for St-Luc. One change 
she wouldn’t mind seeing in her church—and within the 
whole church—is a deliberate effort to recognize Black History 
Month. Tools and mandates from the national church would 
not be enough, however; change would also require the 
deliberate involvement of black congregation members. 

“What can the people of black descent ... contribute to our 
church?” she asks. Dijana also wants to know what they have 
contributed in the past. “I don’t know what is, spiritually, the 


presence of people of African descent in Canada. That would 
be something really interesting to know. How did their place 
in the church evolve?” 

There is little documentation about the exact roles of 
black Presbyterians over the years. The church doesn’t 
keep records of its adherents’ ethnic backgrounds. 
However, there have been some significant events that are 
worth remembering during Black History Month. 


THE ELGIN SETTLEMENT 

In 1848 Rev. William King, a missionary of the Free 
Church of Scotland who had recently inherited the land 
and slaves of his late wife and father-in-law in the United 
States, petitioned the synod of the then-named Presbyterian 
Church of Canada. His goal was to create a settlement for 
former slaves in Ontario, then called Canada West. The 
synod approved and the following year saw the creation of 
the Elgin Settlement, located just south of Chatham, Ont. 
Lots of 50 acres each were made available to black settlers, 
beginning with the 15 slaves King had inherited and 
brought north himself. The settlers could pay off the price 
of the land over the next 10 years; the money would go to 
stockholders in the Elgin Association—Presbyterians who 
had bought shares of the settlement and agreed not to seek 
a profit when the new tenants paid for their land. 

The settlement had certain regulations. No alcohol 
was permitted; each house had to conform to a particular 
design; each lot had to have a picket fence and a flower 
garden. However, Buxton (as the growing town was called) 
became known not for the strictness of its engineers, but 
for the opportunities it provided, especially in the field of 
education. The No. 13 Raleigh School at which King taught 
was the first school in North America to offer black students 
a classical curriculum rather than a vocational one. This 
meant they were qualified for higher education and training 
in the professions. In fact, the school was soon so highly 
regarded that white families began to send their children 
there. As a result, No. 13 Raleigh School included both black 
and white students long before desegregation. Two of the 
first six graduates, Jerome Riley and Anderson Abbott, went 
on to become doctors and established what is now Howard 
University Hospital in Washington. James Rapier, their 
classmate, became a congressman for Alabama in 1872. 


1853 SYNOD, HAMILTON, ONT. (CANADA WEST) 

The committee on the subject of slavery gave its report 
that, “re-declaring, in terms of the synod’s resolutions 
at Kingston, in June, 1851, their belief in the sinful and 
unscriptural character of the slaveholding system, this synod 
judge it to be their duty to God and to man, to co-operate 
by all moral methods in promoting its abolition.” This took 
place 20 years after the abolition of slavery across most of 
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King, a Presbyterian missionary, created a settlement for former 
slaves and helped provide their children with classical educations. 


the British Empire and 60 years after the practice began 
to be phased out in the empire’s Canadian provinces. The 
resolutions of the committee were not to discourage any 
slavery in their own midst, but to establish a spiritual and 
political stance in relation to the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. Further resolutions in the report stated that 
the synod should support those American churches that were 
opposed to slavery, and that the synod’s members should 
refuse communion with any ministers or congregations who 
were “supporters of and defenders of this national iniquity.” 


POLICY FOR DEALING WITH ALLEGATIONS 
OF RACIAL HARASSMENT 

In 1981 the Board of World Missions, in its report to 
the 107th General Assembly, was the first to acknowledge 
the changing demographic of the Presbyterian Church as 
“ethnically and culturally pluralistic.” In 2008, after several 
years of work and revisions, the church released a document 
entitled, Growing in Christ: Seeing the Image of God in 
our Neighbour, a policy for dealing with allegations of 
racial harassment within the church. The church officially 
identified and defined words like race, culture, ethnic group, 
majority/minority groups, racism, racial prejudice and » 
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: racial discrimination. The policy identifies the manifestations 
_and results of racial harassment and states the church’s non- 
_ tolerance of such harassment. 


FORUM FOR ETHNIC AND RACIAL MINORITY PRESBYTERIANS 

At Crieff Hills in April 2008, Justice Ministries hosted what 
became known as the Ezekiel Forum. The idea came out of 
consultations that Justice Ministries held while drafting the 
church’s policy to address allegations of racial harassment. 
The 49 individuals who attended the forum sought to address 
various needs: to feel like an “insider” in the church; to 
have members of visible minorities more active in church 
leadership; to reach such a level of equality that terms like 
“visible minority” are no longer needed. 

As a result of the forum, the Presbytery of Ottawa 
presented an overture to the 135th General Assembly 
regarding a “strategy for greater racial and ethnic involvement 
in leadership.” The recommendation was approved and an 
anti-racism and diversity task force was created. 

Rev. Paulette Brown is the executive director of the 
Flemingdon Gateway Mission in Toronto, and is active in 
justice, gender and racial diversity programs within the PCC. 


Born in Jamaica, she was the keynote speaker at the Ezekiel 
Forum. Her address challenged the church’s various racial 
and ethnic groups to re-think the term, “minority” and to 
break out of the stigma associated with that word. 

“One challenge that faces us is not only to resist the 
fictitious meanings and the homogenizing attitudes connoted 
by the term ‘racial/ethnic minorities,’ but also to discover 
new and just ways of speaking about racial/ethnic diversities,” 
said Brown. “We must strive to think and speak in ways that 
reflect an understanding of ourselves as different and equal. 
It is this ‘different yet equal’ aspect of our God-given identity 
that seems to be at stake with the uncritical use of ‘minority’ 
designations and their frills ... For how we understand 
ourselves will certainly affect how we engage the process of 
discerning what God is calling us to be and do in our church. 

“God has intervened by effecting a convocation of a group 


of ‘different peoples’ for the purpose of calling our church to 


account for true racial/ethnic inclusiveness and to spearhead 
the struggles necessary to bring about true racial/ethnic 
inclusiveness in the PCC.” = 


Erin Woods is the Record’s editorial assistant and student writer. 


READING LIST AND RESOURCES 


BUXTON NATIONAL HISTORICAL SITE AND MUSEUM 
Information about the museum and history of the 
Elgin Settlement: buxtonmuseum.com 


BLACK HISTORY CANADA 
An interactive website that makes black history 
in Canada accessible: blackhistorycanada.ca 


CBC DIGITAL ARCHIVES 

Online access to radio and television clips relating 
to black history: archives.cbc.ca/society/celebrations/ 
topics/3509 


THE BOOK OF NEGROES BY LAWRENCE HILL 

A novel inspired by a historical document recording the 
names of former slaves who were relocated to Nova Scotia 
following British service during the American Revolution. 


BLACK LIKE WHO? WRITING BLACK CANADA 

BY RINALDO WALCOTT 

A collection of essays that explore different expressions 
of black culture in Canada. 


SOME BLACK WOMEN: 

PROFILES OF BLACK WOMEN IN CANADA 

BY RELLA BRAITHWAITE AND TESSA BENN-IRELAND 

A collection of profiles and photographs documenting 
the lives of black women in Canada. 
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THE BLACKS IN CANADA: A HISTORY BY ROBIN W. WINKS 
A chronological history of the presence of blacks in Canada 
from slavery in New France to immigration in the 1970s. 


MARY ANN SHADD BY ROSEMARY SADLIER 

A juvenile non-fiction book telling the story of Shadd, 
who came to Canada to teach escaped slaves and became 
the first woman publisher in North America. 


THE STORY OF WILLIAM KING AND THE BUXTON MISSION 
An online exhibit of the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
Archives: presbyterianarchives.ca/williamkingexhibit.html 


GROWING IN CHRIST: 

SEEING THE IMAGE OF GOD IN OUR NEIGHBOUR 

A PCC policy for dealing with allegations of racial 
harassment in the church: 
presbyterian.ca/webfm_send/2813 


JUSTICE MINISTRIES’ REPORT on establishing a “strategy for 
greater racial and ethnic involvement in leadership” is in 
the 2011 Acts and Proceedings and at: presbyterian.ca/gao. 


REPORT OF THE PCC’S EZEKIEL FORUM: 
presbyterian.ca/resources/online/3681 


Resources compiled by Justice Ministries. A longer list is on the 
Record’s website. 


Be Back 


From the Moderator 


Cracked Cisterns 


CANADA IS ABANDONING ITS HISTORY OF HELPING OTHERS. BY RICK HORST 


“Has a nation changed its gods, 
even though they are no gods? But 
my people have changed their glory 
for something that does not profit. 
Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be 
shocked, be utterly desolate, says the 
Lord, for my people have committed 
two evils: they have forsaken me, the 
fountain of living water, and dug out 
cisterns for themselves, cracked 
cisterns that can hold no water.” 
—Jeremiah 2:11-13 


hang onto a far too pride-filled 

moment from a time I spent 
backpacking in Europe in the autumn 
of 1978. Kevin and Dave, two person- 
able American lads from Springfield, 
Mass., had joined up with our travel- 
ling twosome from Hamilton, Ont., 
and we were entering a port in Greece 
onboard an Italian vessel. Ahead of us, 
spray-painted in gigantic letters of red 
ink along the portside break wall, was a 
blindingly loud statement: “Imperialist 
Yankee, go home!” With a demoralized 
look on his face that I shall never for- 
get, Kevin turned to me and said, “That 
Canadian flag on your backpack; got a 
spare one I could borrow?” 

That pride is much harder to find 
today. Once the beloved and generous 
international partner of many around 
the globe, Canada’s reputation for 
innovative development support to 


have-not nations is rapidly becoming 
a distant memory. In Lebanon last 
October, our moderatorial contingent 
visited a children’s learning centre in 
the Dbayeh refugee camp near Beirut. 
We saw computer monitors with that 
familiar Government of Canada logo 
attached to them, and for a moment 
our vain pride returned, until they 
told us that those were the last gifts 
from Canada they had received since 
2006. They were told that nothing 
more would be coming their way. 
What troubles me is not that dif- 
ferent governments have different 
priorities. | understand that political 
policy is shaped by many factors, and 
often driven by economic realities on 
the ground locally. But what I struggle 
with is the larger “values” question. It 
used to mean something higher and 
better when Canada entered the inter- 
national arena. It’s as though we once 
intrinsically believed that our bless- 
ings were to be shared rather gener- 
ously with peoples around the world 
who were not as fortunate as we were. 


And the influence of the Christian 
church was a big part of that sense of 
how we acted as Canadians. Our fed- 
eral government paid attention to the 
“service beyond self” values that our 
churches preached. So what has hap- 
pened? Have we taken our eyes off of 
God? Have we stopped believing and 
living the Saviour’s message? What 
are we actually becoming if we are no 
longer the nation we once were, and 
perhaps more importantly, where is 
the passionate voice of the Christian 
church to be heard in these times? 

I suspect this new entity we are 
evolving into as a nation is neither 
your choice nor mine, correct? So have 
we now become a nation that is con- 
tent to have traded the Christ-driven 
concern and care of others for the 
exclusive preservation of ourselves? 
Is Jeremiah’s voice no longer heard, 
if not through our own voices or pro- 
tests, at least through our sadness for 
the poor and oppressed whom we are, 
more and more, silently abandoning? 
Are we actually succumbing to the 
human folly that our economic poli- 
cies, our “cracked cisterns,” will some- 
how nourish our souls? Surely the One 
who is our fountain of living water is 
calling us back to the wellspring, buck- 
ets for sharing in hand! @ 


(es ree 


Rev. Dr. Rick Horst is minister at St. 
Andrew’s, Barrie, Ont. Follow him at 
presbyterian.ca/moderator. 
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B pack People & Places 


FUKG 


PRERMOMETER 


Knollwood Park, London, Ont. 


Knollwood Park has been busy! The shoeboxes seen here were packed by the church, a 
local grade three class and members of the 45th Cub and Scouts group. They packed 64 
boxes for Samaritan’s Purse. The congregation has also raised more than $7,000 over the 
last several months to help PWS&D provide clean water in Lilongwe, Malawi. 


From left: Ross MacKay, Dave Lapthorne, Mary Jane Lapthorne, Carlton Dindial, Rev. Jim 
Redpath. Missing is Rev. Lynn Nichol, who is on leave. 


The Experimental Fund 


The Experimental Fund (now known as the 
Avondbloem Experimental Fund) celebrated 
its 30th anniversary at a board of directors 
meeting in November, 2011. Rev. Dr. Fred 
Rennie—cake cutter extraordinaire—has 
served as secretary for 17 years. The fund, 


which was created by the late George i pea nuance 
Van Beek, offers grants to innovative and St. Andrew's, Aurora, Ont. 


experimental ministries, and has helped 121 St. Andrew's held a“two-cake reception” to celebrate a double anniversary in. 

church projects since its inception. November: the 140th anniversary of the church and the one-year anniversary 
of the church’s minister, Rev. Dennis Wright. Pictured from left are Andy 
Bikker, Vera Wilson, Don Wilson, Bea Bikker, Pastor Dennis, Marg Eveleigh, Ann 
Timpson, Bill Summers and Marion Monkman. With the exception of Pastor 
Dennis, they have all been members of St. Andrew's for at least 50 years! 
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St. Luke’s and St. James, Oshawa, Ont. 


St. Luke’s and St. James came together to worship and to mark 
their coming together in a bigger way: the two churches have 
united to form a two-point charge. Here, interim moderators 
Rev. Dr.lan Clark and Rev. Dr. Lynda Reid pose with session 
members from both congregations behind a display that 
includes a photograph of the original St. Luke’s building. 


St. James, Thamesville, Ont. 

Muriel Manley is a big part of church life at 

St. James—so big, in fact, that the Thamesville 
Herald printed this picture to mark her 45th 
year playing the St. James organ. The church ~ 
celebrated, too, with a luncheon held in Muriel’s 
honour in December, 2011. 


St. Andrew’s, Whitby, Ont. 


Rev.W.J.S. McClure, minister emeritus of St. Andrew's, conducted 
worship on Oct. 30, 2011, to celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
his ordination. Rev. McClure served as minister of St. Andrew's 
for 32 years. He and his wife, Ann, pictured here, celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary on Jan. 8, 2012, with members of the 
congregation. 


ON OUR WEBSITE: A prayer shawl ministry in Harriston, 
Ont., solar panels in Ingleside, Ont., Pathways of Prayer in 
Scarborough, Ont., Christmas spirit in Oshawa, Ont., a historic 
organ in Port Hope, Ont., and a heritage concert sponsored by 
the Presbyterian Museum held in Kitchener, Ont. 
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WF sack Market Place 


Market Place 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 


Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


Classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 


519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


CROWNEX -. 


Robemakers and Tailors 
Custom tailored clergy robes, 
Choir gowns, vestments, academic robes 


1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel: 416-503-1288 www.crownex.com 


BULLAS ** 
GLASS inp 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


® custom designed memorial windows 
¢ traditional - contemporary 
¢ releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
* custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


471 Newbold Street, | 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
’ Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED. ¢Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920. _ www.edwardsglass.net 


Pe ATME 
ARTHRITIS. 


ad Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


Does your new minister read the 


Presbyterian Record? 
Find out! 


Contact Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: 
cmccormick@canadads.com 


Place your employment ad in our next 
issue and find the perfect candidate fast. 
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SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Summerside, P.E.I., Summerside; Interim 
Moderators Rev. Mark Buell, RR 1, Belle 
River, PE COA 1B0; mwbuell@ihis.org 
and Rev. Andrew Hutchinson, 18 Edgehill 
Terrace, Stratford, PE C1B 2V4; 
atgh@bellaliant.net. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 

EASTERN ONTARIO 

Winchester, Ont., St. Paul's; Chesterville, St. 
Andrew’s; Morewoogd; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO Box 131, 
Maxville, ON KOC 1T0; 613-538-2582; 
jim_olga@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Brampton, St. Andrew's; Senior Minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Harvey Self, PO 
Box 276, Orangeville, ON LOW 2Z7; 
519-941-1334; 
office@tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org. 

Cambridge, Knox's Galt; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Angus Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave. N., 
Cambridge, ON N1S 2L1;519-748-4540 
(office); ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

Colborne, Old St. Andrew’s; Minister (half- 
time); Interim Moderator Rev. David G. 
Cooper, 67 Victoria Ave., Belleville, ON 
K8N 2A1; 613-242-6927; 
revdavecooper@gmail.com. 

Elmvale, Elmvale and Flos, Knox; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Karen Horst, 144-580 
West St. S., Orillia, ON L3V 6L8; 705-828- 
5412; karenhorst@rogers.com. 

Etobicoke, Graceview; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Thomas Kim, c/o University 
Presbyterian Church, 1830 Finch Ave. W., 
Toronto,ON M3N 1M8; 416-663-3281; 
minister@universitychurch.ca. 

Gravenhurst, Knox; Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Courtney M. Crawford, 28 
Gray St., PO Box 821, Coldwater, ON LOK 
1E0; 705-238-8648; 
revcmcrawford@gmail.com. 

Kingston, St. John’s and Seeley’s Bay, Sand 
Hill; Full-time; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kate Jordan, 175 Stone St. S., Gananoque, 


Ministry Opportunities Back 


ON K7G 2A2; 613-382-2315; 
kate-byron.jordan@bell.net. 

Markham, Markham Chinese; Full-time 
associate minister for English-speaking 
ministry, familiarity with Mandarin and 
Cantonese languages beneficial; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Sam Priestley, 19 Elm 
Lea St., Markham, ON L3P 3M8; 905-294- 
1633; sam.priestley@bell.net. 

Mississauga, Dixie; Minister full-time, 
Interim Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, 83 
Trafalgar Rd., PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON 
NOB 1Z0; 519-855-6216; 
r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

Nottawa, Emmanuel; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 
206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 
705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oshawa, St. Luke’s and St. James (new two- 
point charge); Joint Interim Moderators Rev. 
Dr. Lynda Reid, lyndareid@bellnet.ca and 
Rev. Dr. lan Clark, drianclark@gmail.com. 

Parry Sound, St. Andrew's; Pastor of Word 
and Sacrament; Interim Moderator Rev. 
George Anderson, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 1 High St., 
Huntsville, ON P1H 2R3; 705-789-2122; 
george@standrewshuntsville.ca; 
www.standrewsparrysound.org. 

Scarborough, St. David's; Interim Moderator 
Rev. J.P. lan Morrison, 17 Earswick Dr., 
Scarborough,ON MI1E 1C7;416-265- 
0135; lan.morrison@bellnet.ca. 

Toronto, Calvin; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Dr. Harris Athanasiadis, 1 Greenland Rd., 
Toronto,ON M3C 2E4; 416-444-3471; 
hathan1964@hotmail.com. 

Toronto, Knox; Senior Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Don Pollock, 630 Spadina 
Ave., Toronto, ON M5S 2H4; 
donpoll@rogers.com. 


TO ANNOUNCE YOUR MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY: 


Ministry Opportunities 


Toronto, St. John’s; Half-time Minister; 
Co-Interim Moderators Rev. Dr. Nick 
Athanasiadis; 
nick@leasidepresbyterianchurch.ca; and 
Rev. Angela J. Cluney, 670 Eglinton Ave. 
E., Toronto, ON M4G 2K4; 416-422-0510; 
angela@leasidepresbyterianchurch.ca. 

Trenton, St. Andrew’s; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Stephen Durkin; 
sdunkin@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN 

ONTARIO 

Brussels, Melville; Part-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Don McCallum, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 220 Livingstone 
Ave.N., Listowel, ON N4W 1P9;519-291- 
4690; donpmccallum@wightman.ca. 

Dresden, St. Andrew's and Rutherford; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Douglas Cameron, 
251 Duncan St., Wallaceburg, ON N8A 
5G5; 519-397-9132; 
pastordoug-im@thosecamerons.com. 

IIderton, Bethel; Part-time; Carl Crossett, 
Convener of Search Committee, 14846 
Fifteen Mile Rd., RR 2, Denfield, ON NOM 
1P0; 519-225-2733; ccrossett@quadro.net. 

Port Colborne, First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Raye Brown, 6 Burns Place, Fort 
Erie, ON L2A 3W1; 905-871-3450; 
rayebrown1953@gmail.com. 

St. Catharines, St. Giles; Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Douglas Schonberg, 8280 
Willoughby Dr., Niagara Falls, ON L2G 
6X2; 905-295-4231; 
doug.schonberg@chippawapc.ca. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Barry Van Dusen, 770 
Lakeshore Rd., Sarnia, ON N7T 275; 
519-542-2253; > 


Email: vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca, phone: 1 800 619 7301 x308, or fax: 416 441 2825. 
All notices of pulpit vacancies will be charged to the congregation: $40 minimum for a one-time insertion 
or $25 per insertion for four or more. This charge applies to all congregations. Contact the Record office 


regarding items for this column. 
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WP Back Ministry Opportunities 


Moderator Rev. Terry Samuel, PO Box 931, 
Lion’s Head, ON NOH 1W0; 519-793-6265 
or 519-396-6082; tsamuel@bmts.com. 


barry.peggy.vandusen@sympatico.ca. 

Sarnia, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Ena van Zoeren, PO Box 421,Wyoming, 
ON NON 1T0; 519-845-1931; 
enavanz@gmail.com. 

Teeswater, Knox and Kinlough; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Michael Rundle, 563 11th 
St., Hanover, ON NAN 1714; 519-364-1622: 
michaelrundle_@hotmail.com. 

Wiarton, St. Paul’s; Minister; Interim 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Greenstone, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Half-time; 
Interim Moderator Bert Vancook, 207 S. 
Brodie St., Thunder Bay, ON P7E 156; 807- 
622-4273; minister@saintapc.ca. 


To feature your employment opportunity please contact Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


EXECUTIVE POSITION 


/ WITHIN THE LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY 


The Life and Mission Agency is initiating the process to fill 
the executive position of Associate Secretary, Steward- 
ship at the national office in Toronto. As background to this 
action, during a time of adjustment and revisioning in the 
LMA, this position was filled through a two-year contract. 
That contract was extended one time. It is now felt that this 
should be regularized as directed by the Book of Forms. 


A COMPLETE POSITION DESCRIPTION IS AVAILABLE ON 
THE WEBPAGE AT WWW.PRESBYTERIAN.CA 


APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY, LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY 
50 WYNFORD DR., TORONTO, ON M3C 1J7 EMAIL: RFEE@PRESBYTERIAN.CA 


1e deadline for receiving applications is FRIDAY, MAF 30TH, 201 a 


Winnipeg, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, 
MB R3K OL1. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND 

THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Bob Smith, c/o Varsity Acres Presbyterian 
Church, 4612 Varsity Dr. NW, Calgary, AB T3A 
1V7; 403-288-0544; bob.smith@vapc.ca. 

Red Deer, Alta., Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Annabelle Wallace, 13820-109A Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T5M 2K1; 403-505-9736; 
annabellew@shaw.ca. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Synod staff person; Full-time; Location: 
resident of Vancouver area; 
Qualifications: Minister or Diaconal 
Minister (job description is available 
upon request); Contact Rev. R. Sparks, 
Clerk of Synod, PO Box 127, Quathiaski 
Cove, BC VOP 1NO; 250-285-2322; 
synodofbc@gicable.com. 

Comox Valley, Comox Valley; Interim 
Moderator Rev. John Green, 579 Grayson 
Rd., Campbell River, BC VOW 6K3; 
revjohngreen@gmail.com. 

Vernon, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. David 
Heath; 250-860-6051; 
bntheredsh@gmail.com; 
www.pccweb.ca/Knox-Vernon. 

Victoria, Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Irwin Cunningham, c/o Saanich Peninsula 
Presbyterian Church, 9296 East Saanich 
Rd., North Saanich, BC V8L 1H8; 
250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. m 


Saint Andrew’s Parry Sound 


We seek an energetic, evangelical minister with strong leadership and biblical 
preaching skills for this vibrant, mission minded congregation. This caring, 
compassionate pastor, open to change, will encourage the laity to share in 
leadership and worship. The 200 family congregation is a Christ centred ministry 
with a strong tradition of prayer and committed to the expansion of youth 
programs. 


Please contact our Interim Moderator: Rev. George Anderson 
c/o St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, 1 High Street, Huntsville, Ontario P1H 2R3 
705-789-2122 E-mail: george@standrewshuntsville.ca 


A Presbyterian church in the heart of Georgian Bay’s 30000 Islands 


sparrysound.org 
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Faithfully Servings 


Updates from the Life & Mission Agency 


www.presbyterian.ca/Ima 


February 2012 


1-800-619-7301 50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, Ontari 


Christmas 1n 


Malawi 


Have you ever wondered 
what Christmas is like for our 
mission staff in Malawi? 
Todd Statham and Mike 


Burns, both serving in Malawi, 


have posted reflections to 
their blogs about their first 
Christmas in Africa. 


Mike’s blog can be found at: 


pccweb.ca/mikeanddebbie 


Todd's blog can be found at: 


pccweb.ca/toddandannika 


Correction! 
Last month in this soace we 
incorrectly reported that the 
Hakka Bible translation 
project was supported by 
Canadian Ministries. It is 
actually supported through 
International Ministries. 
presbyterian.ca/im 


Our apologies for 
any confusion. 


www.flickr.com/pcconnect 


Call for Photos!!! 

We have already begun the planning 
for the 2013 PCC wall calendar. Our 
chosen theme is: 


WORSHIP: Celebrating 
Presbyterian Diversity 


lf your worship experience is unique in 
some way - or if yours is an example 
of “traditional” Presbyterian worship, 
we would love to receive a photo of 
worship in progress. 


In particular, we are looking for 
unique worship spaces, diverse 
sacrament experiences, cultural & 
linguistic diversity, 


Submit photos & ideas to: 


f communications@presbyterian.ca 


PWS&D Sunday: Feb 5 


presbyterian.ca/pwsd/pwsd-sunday-2012 
How has your congregation marked 


PWS&D Sunday? If you missed the 5th, 


you can support the work of PWS&D 

on any convenient Sunday using the 
2 » resources posted 

to the website. 


TRC Events 

PCC representatives have 
attended the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission's 
national events in Winnipeg, 


BH Inuvik and Halifax. 
EF There will be a regional event 
in Victoria April 13-14, 2012 


and a national event in 


Saskatoon June 21-24, 2012. 


For more information, visit 
presbyterian.ca/healing 


. or contact Dave Phillips: 


dphillips@presbyterian.ca 


# Mission Blogs 


Each of our overseas mission 


B staff now have a blog where 


you can follow along as they 


® work to proclaim Christ as 


representatives of The 
Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. 


Ff presbyterian.ca/missionstaff 


# Canada Youth 2012] | 


The PCC’'s national youth 
conference takes place at 
Brock University from July 3-8, 


1 2012. Visit the website for 


details about the 
event. 
canadayouth.ca 


BF Called to Wonder 


BY JENNIFER O’FARRELL 


(Colossians 3:12) 


Hello friends, 

Have you ever wondered if others can see that 
God is important to you? Hymn #477 in the 
Presbyterian Book of Praise expresses the 
evidence as “they’ll know we are Christians by 
our love.” | often ask children to tell me how 
they know God loves them. If a child has the 
confidence to describe her or his awareness and 
experience, | know that child is on the right track. 


| now offer you some profound comments from 
children in their own words, taken from 10 
Principles for Spiritual Parenting: Nurturing Your 
Child’s Soul, by Mimi Doe with Marsha Walch. A 
four-year-old describes the divine as follows: 


Help me to know that you are near, O God. 
! ask you to help me love others: 
!can care, !can smile, and! can share. 


In Jesus’ name | pray. Amen. 


“Every good thing that is pink or red is 
God's love, it’s God’s valentine to me, 
like a sunrise or a sunset or a rainbow.” 


A nine-year-old says, 

“I think that God is a blaze of light— 

a powerful force that is in my eyes and 
heart.” 


A seven-year-old observes, 
“I get a warm feeling around my heart. 
That’s how | know that God cares for me.” 


In God’s loving care, 
Jennifer 


Throughout February, let’s talk about these things online: 


Do you have a feeling in your heart about God? Use words to describe it. 


How do you show that you care about others—at home? 
How do you show that you care about others—at school? 
How do you show that you care about others—at church? 


SUBMIT your questions, comments and thoughts at presbyterianrecord.ca/calledtowonder 
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SO we Can discuss them in the coming months! 


continued from page 50 


For the Journey 


Does God ever do anything in life’s easy goodtime to prepare 
me for the coming bleak midwinter storms? 


the rose even more. We can only grow 
the hardiest roses this far north and 
even then we have to take special 
early precautions to prepare them for 
winter.” 

“You would think roses with 
names like Alexander Mackenzie, 
Henry Kelsey, David Thompson and 
the rest, would have the wherewithal 
to thrive in a Canadian winter 
without any special preparation at 
all,” I commented. And then, with 
the attention span of a gnat, my 
mind took a sharp left turn into a 
well-known Stan Rogers tune about 
explorers and northwest passages and 
such. I launched into it with gusto as | 
continued to work. 

Linda just smiled, stooped again 
and continued to prepare her roses. 
She said, more to herself than to 
me because she knew I had moved 
on, “Some say the Explorer Roses 
don’t need any special preparation 
for winter. But I know different, 
especially when they have to survive 
the howling winter wind coming off 
of Lac La Hache.” 

That conversation really didn’t 
mean very much to me in the 
brightness and warmth of late 
summer. But now that we are locked 
in a bleak midwinter storm and I| look 
out on Linda’s rose garden, or at least 
the snowdrift where it used to be, 
new questions about God and me are 
beginning to bloom. In this wicked 
winter wind, Linda’s whole _§late- 
summer rose routine is beginning to 
wax metaphorically for me. Ruthless 
pruning, burying and mulching in the 
goodtime warmth and brightness of 
late summer seems like a harsh way 
to prepare for long-away winter. The 
timing seems off if nothing else. 

Why do it when the foliage is still 
dark and green and the bloom is still 


lush on the cane? Why not wait until 
the leaves and flowers have dropped 
and the canes are seemingly dead 
anyway, like in late fall or early winter? 
But Linda has learned the hard way; 
this far north, if you want your roses 
to thrive through a bleak midwinter, 
hard preparation must be done in the 
easy warmth of late summer. 

So here is the God question that 
has blown in on me with this February 
storm: Does God ever do anything in 
life’s easy goodtime to prepare me for 
the coming bleak midwinter storms? 
I ask the question metaphorically, 
of course. And I have to confess, I 
shudder in asking it. It seems almost 
masochistic to even consider such 
a question. But I am _ pondering 
Jesus saying to his disciples, “I am 
the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser. Every branch in me that 
does not bear fruit, He takes away; 
and every branch that bears fruit, He 
prunes it so that it may bear more 
fruit. “ John 15:1-2) 

I have never noticed it before, but 
the picture here is compelling. I am 
a disciple of Christ, fully grafted into 
“The Vine.” I am in the middle of the 
goodtime warmth of bearing much fruit. 
I want to be allowed to bear my fruit 
and to celebrate and to enjoy; and then 
bam, I am pruned? Can’t the pruning 
wait until my fruit bearing time is over, 
until the easy goodtime warmth of fruit 
bearing is finished? Maybe I am wrong, 
but I see an awful parallel with the book 
of Job here. Job who groans in the midst 
of his untimely suffering: “Oh, that my 
words could be written. Oh, that they 
could be inscribed on a monument, 
carved with an iron chisel and filled with 
lead, engraved forever in the rock. But as 
for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that he will stand upon the earth 
at last. And after my body has decayed, 


yet in my body I will see God! I will see 
Him for myself. Yes, I will see Him with 
my own eyes. I am overwhelmed at the 
thought!” (job 19:23-27) 

But make no mistake, the text 
in John 15 says that in the midst 
of bearing much fruit, God prunes 
me. Why? The text says, so that 
[Wniighitesbedr More fruits iss iie 
future. Whatever else it is, pruning 
is apparently a preparatory thing. 
Does God ever do anything in life’s 
easy goodtime to prepare me for the 
coming bleak midwinter storms? It 
would seem so. 

I have been pruned early, untimely 
hoed, experienced my share of ill-timed 
suffering, some of it extremely painful 
and seriously life threatening. With 
all of that experience, | would not for 
a moment suggest that I have any real 
answers or explanations for the reason 
behind those times. How does a person 
reason out something like a five-year- 
old being abandoned by a mother, or 
a young father being stricken with a 
fatal disease? I don’t have any answers, 
but I do have an observation. My life 
experiences have had an apparent divine 
continuity to them; something that I 
really have come to appreciate since 
Christ surprised me in early middle 
age and I came to faith in him. This 
goes far beyond the pop philosophy 
of, ‘everything happens for a reason.’ 
Everything that has happened in my 
life has been inextricably linked to 
what is or what is about to happen. I 
am persuaded that God in His grace 
has hold of my life in a kind of way 
that no experience is ever wasted and 
every experience | will have, I will be 
prepared for. = 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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In the Bleak Midwinter 


GOD USES THE GOOD TIMES TO PREPARE US FOR THE BAD. 


BY DAVID WEBBER ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


k Greene in the Cariboo. Bleak midwinter— 
earth like iron, water like stone, snow on snow; 


cold, howling drifts of the stuff. For those of us who live 
anywhere north of the 52nd parallel, ice-out isn’t for at least 
another couple of months, for many of us even longer. As I 
look out on the wind devils sculpting the snowdrifts on Lac 
La Hache and try to come up with a reason not to go out into 
the icy moaning, somehow my mind is dragged back eons 
ago, to a seeming insignificant conversation late last summer. 

“What are you doing with that poor rose bush, hon, trying 
to bury it?” I asked. 

“No, I came to save Alexander Mackenzie, not to bury 
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him,” Linda said. She smiled slightly, stood up straight and 
pushed a fist into the small of her back, wincing from the 
chronic pain that is the remnant of a horse incident from 
her youth. 

“Well, it looks to me like you’re trying to torture it by 
hacking and burying,” I said. “And it looks so green, healthy 
and full of blooms, too.” 

“I do this every year in late summer,” Linda replied. “I 
prune all my rose bushes hard and early so that the cuts on 
the stems won’t be exposed to the winter frost until they 
are well healed. Then, I heap up the soil to bury the root 
union, water a little bit and a tad later I add mulch to bury 

continued on page 49 
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Along the Way 


ALLOWING SPACE FOR OTHER POSSIBILITIES. BY DAVID HARRIS 


... In regard 


to the Way... I serve and worship the 
very same God served and worshipped by 
all our ancestors... Paul, as quoted by 
Luke in Acts. 

The first time I encountered the 
Scottish theologian John Macquarrie, I 
made a fool of myself. Macquarrie was 
a philosophical giant, translator and 
explicator of the German philosopher 
Martin Heidegger and one of the most 
esteemed divinity professors at Oxford. 
I was wading through my first degree. 

Macquarrie was raised in a staunch 
Presbyterian family and was a Church 
of Scotland minister for a time. We 
students thought up questions to try 
to expose what we had been primed to 
believe was the folly of his thinking. 
Our questions were risible; he was 
patient and gracious. 

In his 1996 book, Mediators 
Between Human and Divine: From Moses 
to Muhammad, Macquarrie wrote: 
“T believe that, however difficult it 
may be, we should hold to our own 
traditions and yet respect and even 
learn from the traditions of others.” 

He went on: “I do not deny for 
a moment that the truth of God 
has reached others through other 
channels—indeed, I hope and pray 
that it has. So while I have a special 
attachment to one mediator, I have 
respect for them all and have tried to 
give a fair presentation of each.” 

I met the great man a few years 
later at another university. This time, 
I at least had the good sense to listen 
more and speak less. But it would be 
many more years yet before I began to 
grasp, even faintly, his theology. I guess 
you could call this my “conversation” 
with Macquarrie and his theology. He 
challenged my then-dogmatic faith. 
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The question at the heart of all 
this is what exactly do Jesus’ words 
“T am the way,” mean? Does it mean 
his teaching? His divine and human 
nature? His example of showing the 
wideness of God’s love? 

Jesus has told the disciples he is 
going to get a room ready for them in 
his Father’s house, that he will come 
back, and that they know the road he 
is taking. 

Thomas says they don’t know. 
Jesus replies: “I am the road ... No one 
gets to the Father apart from me.” 

But elsewhere, Jesus said: “No one can 
come to me unless the Father who sent 
me draws them.” So what does he mean? 

Moreover, St. Augustine, who 
lived about 1,600 years closer to 
the text than we do, observed that 
the philosophers (especially Plato, 
Aristotle and the _ neoplatonists) 
discovered through God’s gift of 
reason that God is life and truth. 
What is unique in Christianity, he 
says is in the incarnation. The Word, 
“by taking upon him human nature, 
is made the way.” 

That’s yet another interpretation. 
But Augustine says non-Christians 
know about God. 


The notion that God has revealed 
something of the divine nature to 
people other than Christians and Jews 
disturbs some. In fact, some people 
believe it’s heresy. 

It is sad when faith is so shallowly 
rooted that it cannot be generous. It 
doesn’t have to threaten our faith 
to consider that God’s own self- 
generosity may result in other people 
coming to know truths about God, 
either through faith or reason. 

A couple of months ago, Dr. Dorcas 
Gordon of Knox College helped us 
begin this conversation. She noted 
that the church needs to spend some 
time thinking more deeply about 
Christianity’s relationship with other 
religions, especially in this multicultural, 
multi-faith country of ours. 

Christians, as evidenced by Paul in 
the opening quotation from Acts, were 
first known as people of the way. 

Do we need to open our minds to 
the possibility that on our pilgrimage, 
we may encounter others who have 
arrived at certain points along the way 
by another route? That maybe our 
faith holds unique beliefs revealed to 
us by Jesus, but that others can also 
know much about God? 

If you think this is heresy, I’ll leave 
you with Macquarrie’s gentle comment: 
“In the long run, the only effective 
answer to heresy, near heresy and errors 
of other kinds is for the church to show 
that she has a better theology than the 
person suspected of error.” 

Let’s keep the conversation going. @ 
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A Thoughtful and 
Respectful Position 
Re Letters, February 

I was taken aback by the responses 
to Dr. Dorcas Gordon’s “Christ Alone.” 
There seems to be a lot of misunder- 
standing about what Dr. Gordon was 
trying to say. Recently | had the privi- 
lege of hearing Dr. Gordon speak at 
a retreat about women in the gospel 
of John. Questions are one of Dr. 
Gordon’s main teaching methods, and 
one that she encourages her students 
to use on their own. She asked us all 
to be “resistant readers”—to ask ques- 
tions as we encountered the text, its 
characters and its received meaning. 

The questioning brought forth lots 
of new detail, yet so many of the ques- 
tions remained unanswered and unan- 
swerable. But it opened our minds to 
look at the issue in a new light and we 
were inspired. 

When I reread Dr. Gordon’s article 
on Christ Alone, I realized that she was 
doing something very similar—using 
questions to shed a new light on a long- 
held belief, helping us see what we have 
been leaving out of our discussion. 

I think she is encouraging us to be 
open to questioning our beliefs in order 
to see where they might exclude or hurt. 


Letters 


write to us 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. EMAIL US 
YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS ISSUE TO: 
LETTERS@PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


In doing so, we’ll ask ourselves a lot of 
questions, sometimes painful ones, and 
we might not get many answers, but 
the questioning helps us to open our 
minds and allow new light to inspire 
and sustain beliefs both new and old. 
JESSICA CLARK, OTTAWA 


For me, Dorcas Gordon’s article is a 
thoughtful and_ respectful position 
written by someone who obviously 
has been out in the world as it really is 
today. There are millions of people today 
for whom “Christ Alone” is simply not 
where they are at in their faith journeys 
in any of the world religions, including 
Christianity. One of the letter writers 
says, “we should be completely humbled 
by the fact that Christians have exclusive 
access to the mind of God.” Exclusive 
access to the mind of God?! Such a belief 
is untenable in the face of the many 
ways God makes God’s self known in the 
world today. God still sees the suffering 
of all God’s people and still says as He 
did to Moses, “I have seen the affliction 
of my people ... and have heard their 
cry ... and I have come down to deliver 
them.” But wait, then God says to Moses, 
“T will send you to Pharaoh.” That’s God’s 
word today to the whole world. God is 
still saying I love my people, |am »> 
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saddened by suffering so do something 
about it! It is the prophets’ message, 
Jesus’ message, the Bible’s message and 
the message of all other religious faiths 
as well. We do not have a monopoly on 
the “golden rule.” 

None of us in the world religions 
have the final definitive word from God 
because there is no such thing. Dorcas 
Gordon is right. We live in a time 
when “God is calling us as a church 
to deep and likely painful theological 
reflection.” That reflection is about 
just such issues. Many years ago, J. B. 
Phillips wrote a little book called Your 
God is Too Small. That would be a very 
good place to start such deep theologi- 
cal reflection. Too many people in all 
the world’s religions have a God who is 
too small—we all need to begin to look 
at whether the God we think we know 
is truly the God who watches over us, 
loves us, and calls us to activate in our 
world the possibilities of beauty, truth, 
creativity, harmony, peace, compas- 
sion and distributive justice; a God 
who is far bigger than our small paro- 
chial visions of “our” God alone. 

HELEN GOGGIN, VIA EMAIL 


With Dr. Gordon I affirm the impor- 
tance of contextual awareness 
when reading the Bible, considering 
ecumenical and Reformed creeds and 
engaging in theological reflection. As I 
see it, anyone following in the way of 
Jesus in 2012 must engage significant 
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questions particular to our time and 
context. In the area of biblical stud- 
ies there is much that is fluid rather 
than solid, especially in light of recent 
archeological research and discovery. 
The Hubble and Kepler space telescopes 
have broadened and deepened the 
mystery of our existence. Interaction 
with people of other faiths challenges 
any latent feelings of superiority we 
as Christians might maintain. The sad 
history of church-sanctioned violence, 
domination and abuse leaves little 
room to criticize other world religions. 

I believe it is through Jesus alone 
that we meet God as a divine parent. 
I do not believe that only those who 
know God as “Father” can experience 
Godas gracious, loving, compassionate, 


Distracted, For the Journey, January issue 


accepting, nurturing and empowering. 
I have experienced grace through faith 
in Christ and have a living hope in the 
risen Jesus. I give witness to that truth. 
But I cannot claim that other beings 
on our “spaceship earth,” and any 
other earthlike planets in the universe, 
must believe as I believe, or express 
their faith as I express mine, in order 
to be loved and accepted by God now 
or in eternity. A few “proof texts” don’t 
suffice. It’s just not that simple. 

KEITH BOYER, BARRIE, ONT. 


Held Together by Grace 
Re Distracted, For the Journey, January 

I continue to have the greatest 
respect for the work David Webber 
and his co-workers accomplish under 


the umbrella of the Cariboo House 
Church Ministries. However, to 
dismiss the whole denomination as 
a church with ADHD tendencies I 
find personally offensive and dismis- 
sive of the work being done by many 
congregations and their leaders across 
this country. To make this comment, 
I believe Rev. Webber sells short the 
reality that in the end the church is 
made up of a variety of people drawn 
and held together solely by the grace 
of God. 

Also, may I remind those of the 
Cariboo House Church Ministries that 
it is those “costly decorated church 
buildings, priestly type ordination 
and elaborate administration and 
programs” that have and continue 
to help fund in large measure minis- 
tries in which works like the Cariboo 
House Church Ministries are able to 
be involved. It is never a wise move 
to be seen as publicly biting the 
church hand, which, by the grace of 
God continues to help feed you in 
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Taking Off the Robe, February issue 


ministry. And it is especially unwise 
at a time when all congregations 
are closely assessing how their free 
will offerings and gifts are dispersed 
outside their operating expenses and 
commitments. 

HERB HILDER, PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


Let Retirees be Retired 
Re Taking Off the Robe, February 

As a retiree myself, I asked myself 
why, if the author was retired and 
spends half the year in Florida, he 
would want to be involved in the day 
to day administration of the church? 
I would have thought he would have 
been happy to leave it to his younger 
colleagues. 

I also wondered if he remembered 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada’s 
history and what led to the establish- 
ment of parity between the laity and 
clergy on the church councils. Even 
a cursory reading of the documents 
would remind him that in 1925, 
when the great schism between »> 


Volunteers Needed 
for Sunday Dinners 


This summer Evangel Hall Mission 
needs your help. 


We are looking for willing groups of 6 tol 2 
volunteers to provide home cooked meals 
and serve approximately 75 to 100 
people. Dinner is served at 5:30 p.m. and 
volunteer groups are invited to create their 
own menus. The meal does not have to be 
complicated, Sheppard's pie and lasagna 
are quite popular, and if cooking is not 
your forte, we have two large barbeques 
available for hot dogs and hamburgers. 
Meals can be prepared off site in the 
comfort of your own kitchen or here at the 
Hall, whichever is more convenient for you. 


Evangel Hall Mission represents extended 
family for many of our participants. The 
Sunday dinners Program is not only 
an opportunity to provide hot nutritious 
meals for members of our community less 
fortunate than ourselves but also a 
chance to let others know that they are 
appreciated and cared for. 


For more information on this program or 
to have your group host a Sunday dinner, 
please Contact Jo Ann Hislop 


(416) 504-3563 x 222. 


~ Martin Luther King, Jr 


Thank you for your support. 


You help bring hope into many 
people’s lives. 
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Black History Month, February issue 


Presbyterians and unionists occurred, 
the laity felt they had been betrayed by 
the clergy. They rightly felt that those 
whom they had entrusted with leader- 
ship had betrayed them at the levels 
of church councils. (A similar situa- 
tion occurred in the United Church 
of Canada over the ordination of 
homosexuals.) They took steps to see 
that this would not happen again by 
allowing presbyteries to become clergy 
dominated. It has been said that those 
who forget the lessons of history are 
doomed to repeat them. 

FRANK CUMMINS, IROQUOIS, ONT. 


Noting B.C’s First Governor 
Re Black History Month, February 
Another person who should be 
noted is Sir James Douglas. Son of John 
Douglas, a Scots planter, and Mary 
Ann Tefler, a Creole of mixed ances- 
try from Barbados, James Douglas was 
born in Demerara, now Guyana. He 
rose through the ranks of the Hudson's 
Bay Company and became British 
Columbia’s first governor, holding 
office from 1858 to 1864. 
R. M. STRANG, SURREY, B.C. 
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Diehards 
Re People and Places, January 

I was intrigued to see the photo 
on page 46 of the sign at the 
churchin: St. George, ON. Bayfor The 
Presbyterian Kirk. Many years ago 
when involved in a NATO exercise and 
taking Naval Reserve training in St. 
John’s, Nfld., I resolved on a Sunday 
to attend Rev. Ian Wishart’s worship 
service, as he is an old friend and rela- 
tive. A local in the officer’s mess offered 
to drive me into town that morning 
from the barracks, although he didn’t 
know of the church. He figured we’d 
find it—St. John’s isn’t that big. After 
wandering about a bit, I suddenly saw 
the sign: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church (The Kirk) and said to my 
driver, “There it is!” 

“Oh,” he said, “The Kirk. Why 
didn’t you say so? I know that 
one!” Old customs die hard with 
Presbyterians! Apparently no one 
called it St. Andrew’s. 

FRASER MCKEE, TORONTO 


Depressing Hymns 

As an organist for most of my 
working life I enjoy choosing hymns 
and anthems for the lectionary and 
sermon. The Book of Praise is, like most 
hymn books, arranged for the church 
year. In the more general sections, 
such as Worship and Faith, there are 
many hymns, which are, frankly, too 
depressing to be sung often. Well 


over 50 hymns reference our decline 
and death, usually in the final verse, 
rendering them a poor choice for the 
end of a service when people need to 
feel uplifted as they leave. 

Of course, old favourites, such as 
the Welsh tune Cwm Rhondda, where 
one anticipates “treading the verge 
of Jordan,” are sung enthusiastically 
without too much thought for the 
words, since the tune is such a great 
one! We older members of the congre- 
gation have no illusions about how 
many years are left to us, but I can’t 
imagine what our teenagers must think 
when they read some of the verses. 

Christianity is supposedly a theol- 
ogy of joy, but you’d hardly believe it 
from the words of many of our hymns. 

ALAN THOMAS, ORGANIST AND CHOIR 
DIRECTOR, WESTMINSTER, OTTAWA 


Editor’s note: Most of the letters this 
month have been edited to make space 
for as many as possible. Even then, the 
space here is not equal to the richness 
of responses to the last few issues. More 
letters are available online, on a variety 
of articles. Let’s keep the conversation 
flowing. @ 
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LETTERS HAVE BEEN EDITED 
to allow more voices to be shared. 
The full text is on our website. 
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Pop Christianity FRONT 


Extremist 1n Love 


READING MARTIN LUTHER KING. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


Luther King’s birthday; he would 

have been 91 this year. He is one of 
the best examples of faith in action; so, 
I read some of his theological papers 
available online to better understand 
his actions. 

What I discovered was a modern 
thinker with a strong Christ-centric 
theology. I present a few large excerpts 
with no further comments. You will 
note, he is not a literalist or fundamen- 
talist. He is healthily skeptical, placing 
his criticisms where they belong. 

The Christian Pertinence of 
Eschatological Hope, 1950: “Actually 
we are celebrating the Second Advent 
every time we open our hearts to Jesus, 
every time we turn our backs to the low 
road and accept the high road, every 
time we say no to self that we may say 
yes to Jesus Christ ... The final doctrine 
of the second coming is that whenever 
we turn our lives to the highest and 
best there for us is the Christ.” 

The Weakness of Liberal Theology, 
1948: “Tt is certainly justifiable to be as 
scientific as possible in proving that the 
Pentateuch was written by more than 
one author, that the whale did not 
swallow Jonah, that Jesus was not born 
of a virgin, or that Jesus never met John 
the Baptist. But after all of this, what 
relevance do the scriptures have? What 
moral implications do we find grow- 
ing out of the Bible? What relevance 
does Jesus have in 1948 A.D.? These are 
questions which the liberal theologian 
must of necessity answer if he expects 
to influence the average mind. Too 
often do we find many of the liberals 
dodging these vital questions.” 

Is the Church the Hope of the World, 
1949; “{T|he church is supposed to be 
the most radical opposer of the status 


| writing this on Rev. Dr. Martin 


quo in society, yet, in many instances, 
it is the greatest preserver of the status 
quo. So it was very easy for slavery to 
receive a religious sanction. The church 
is one of the chief exponents of racial 
bigotry. Monopoly capitalism has always 
received the sanction of the church. 
“Since this is the case, we must 
admit that the church is far from 


‘NOTHING FAS 
SO PERSISTENTLY 
BLOCKED THE WAY 
OF SALVATION AS 
THE CHURCH’ 


Christ. What has happened is this, 
the church, while flowing through 
the stream of history has picked up 
the evils of little tributaries, and these 
tributaries have been so powerful that 
they have been able to overwhelm 
the main stream. In other words, the 
church has picked up a lot of histori- 
cal vices. This is the tragedy of the 
church, for it has confused the vices of 
the church with the virtues of Christ. 
The church has been nothing but the 
slave of society; whenever the mores 


call for evil practices, society runs to 
the church to get its sanction. 

“Therefore, I conclude that the 
church, in its present state, is not the 
hope of the world. I believe that noth- 
ing has so persistently and effectively 
blocked the way of salvation as the 
church. On the other hand, the church 
can be the hope of the world, but only 
when it returns to Christ. If we take 
Christ ta the world, we will turn it 
upside down, but the tragedy is that 
we too often take Christianity. It is our 
job as ministers to bring the church 
back to the centre of the human race. 
But we can only bring the church back 
to the centre of the human race when 
we bring Christ back to the centre of 
the church.” 

Letter from the Birmingham _ Jail, 
1963: “Was not Jesus an extremist in 
love? ‘Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, pray for them that 
despitefully use you.’ Was not Amos 
an extremist for justice—‘Let justice 
roll down like waters and righteous- 
ness like a mighty stream.’ Was not 
Paul an extremist for the gospel of 
Jesus Christ—‘T bear in my body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus.’ ... Will we 
be extremists for the preservation of 
injustice—or will we be extremists for 
the cause of justice? In that dramatic 
scene on Calvary’s hill three men were 
crucified. We must never forget that 
all three were crucified for the same 
crime—the crime of extremism. Two 
were extremists for immorality, and 
thus fell below their environment. The 
other, Jesus Christ, was an extremist for 
love, truth, and goodness, and thereby 
rose above his environment.” @ 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s 
managing editor. 
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| Updates from the Life & Mission Age Ic 


_www. Bisshyrariai. Caine: a _ a March 2012 | 
‘1-800- 619- 7301 90. Wynforal Drive, Toronto, Ont I 


TRC Events 
PCC representatives have 
attended the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission's 
national events in Winnipeg, 


: Thternen with 
Project Ploughshares 


mm Are you a recent Presbyterian 
8 graduate who majored in international, 


Caring for Creation 
Wise stewardship of creation 
honours God as the Creator. 
Participate in Earth Hour 
(March 31) and celebrate 


Earth Day (April 22)! ® peace and conflict, political science or # Inuvik and Halifax. 
mm Communications studies? Looking for There will be a regional event 
Resources are online at work experience? fin Victoria April 13-14, 2012 


presbyterian.ca/justice. and a national event in 


Apply for the Peace and Human fy Saskatoon June 21-24, 2012. 
Tell us how your @ Security Internship with Project ® For more information, visit 
congregation is caring for Ploughshares, an agency of the | presbyterian.ca/healing 
creation. Justice Ministries will J Canadian Council of Churches i or contact Dave Phillips: 
post your story online. Send (Ploughshares.cq). = dphillips@presbyterian.ca 
stories to Apne es : e 
kmasterton@presbyterian.ca. |g (he application deadiine is March 31, ff Mission Blogs 

2OV2 Information is online at ® Each of our overseas mission 
Call for Photos presbyterian.ca/ploughsharesintern B staff now have a blog where 
The Communications Office is | Maal felony alsin eno 
still seeking photos and stories Anniversary of the | PECL: oo SAL 
for the 2013 PCC Calendar. [ff Quake in Haiti Sas erartelycere) 11° 

oe Presbyterian Church in 

The theme is: im January 12, 2012 marked the two-year eartide 


anniversary of the devastating 
earthquake in Haiti. Presbyterians gave 


B generously fo support PWS&D's response 
fo the disaster and that response : Canada Youth 2012 


Worship: Celebrating 
Presbyterian Diversity 


presbyterian.ca/missionstaff 


We would love to hear what 


makes your worship continues today. : The PCC’s national youth 
experience The photos below __ f@ Conference fakes place at 
unique! show Haiti two years Brock University from July 3-8, 


2012. Visit the website for 
details about the 

— event. 
cong ca 


communications@ 
presbyterian.ca 


after the quake. 


www.flic kr.com/pwsd 


PHOTO BY BARB SUMMERS, PWS&D 


Men at a food distribution centre in northern Tanzania prepare rations of corn, beans, salt and oil for those hit by massive drought. 
According to PWS&D’s Barb Summers, one man said, “If it had not been for the food from Canada, we would have left the village or died.” 


First Nations Youth Meet 
with UN Officials 


THEY SAY CANADIAN GOVERNMENT MUST MEET ITS COMMITMENTS. BY CONNIE WARDLE 


CHELSEA EDWARDS GREW UP attend- 
ing classes in decaying, ill-heated por- 
tables on the remote Attawapiskat First 
Nation near James Bay. The students 
shared the space with mice, kept their 
mittens on in the wintertime, and 
never knew what it was like to have a 
proper school building. 

“No child should have to walk in 


our moccasins,” Edwards told reporters 
quietly, quoting her late friend Shannen 
Koostachin. 

As a spokesperson for Shannen’s 
Dream, a campaign aimed at providing 
“safe and comfy schools” for aboriginal 
children, 16-year-old Edwards joined 
five other indigenous young people to 
share her experiences with delegates 


from the United Nations Committee 
on the Rights of the Child on Feb. 6. 
It was the first time aboriginal youth 
from Canada have met privately with 
UN officials. 

Although the Canadian govern- 
ment ratified the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child in 1991, condi- 
tions for the country’s aboriginal »> 
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children remain unacceptable, the 
representatives told reporters at a press 
conference in February the day before 
they left for Geneva, Switzerland. 

Conditions on many reserves in 
Canada resemble those in the devel- 
oping world, with limited access 
to clean water and basic infrastruc- 
ture. The children of Attawapiskat 
First Nation—which made headlines 
when local leaders declared a state 
of emergency to deal with a housing 
crisis last October—have not had a 
school building since 1979, when the 
previous school was contaminated 
by a diesel spill on its grounds. The 
portable trailers intended to be tempo- 
rary became the only classrooms the 
students have known. 

Many reserve schools also lack 
things off-reserve students take 
for granted, such as libraries and 
computers. And since many First 
Nations are unable to pay teachers the 
same wages as provincially funded off- 
reserve schools, their teachers tend to 
be inexperienced and quick to leave 
for better paying positions. 

InS 2006; abouts sU = perecentesor 
on-reserve youth aged 25 to 34 had no 
high school certificate (as compared 
to 10 per cent of comparable non- 
aboriginal Canadians). At current rates 
of progress, it would take 28 years for 
people living on reserves to reach 
parity with the Canadian population 
according to the Auditor General. 

From the point of view of a young 
person, the situation is straightfor- 
ward: as aboriginal children, they 
have not received educations equal to 
those of non-aboriginal children. And 
that, they say, must change. 

When it comes to education 
and child welfare, First Nations are 
“assuming control of a broken system 
that has already failed children,” said 
Helen Knott, a 24-year-old Dane Tsaa 
and Cree woman from Prophet River 
First Nation in British Columbia and 
one of the representatives to the UN. 

In the days of government and 
church-run residential schools, more 
than 150,000 aboriginal children were 
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whisked away from their parents to be 
educated, converted and assimilated 
into non-aboriginal society. Although 
that system formally ended in 1969, 
it has cast a long shadow over genera- 
tions of native people. 

As the residential school system 
was dismantled, the federal govern- 
ment heeded a call for First Nations to 


When it comes 
to education and 
child welfare, 
First Nations are 
‘assuming control 
of a broken 
system that 
has already 
failed children’ 


control their children’s educations. In 
the 1970s and 1980, administration of 
on-reserve schools was transferred to 
First Nations—predominantly under 
existing legislation. Today, the vast 
majority of the 518 First Nations schools 
are run by their respective band councils 
or on-reserve education departments. 

The federal government remains 
responsible for aboriginal schooling 
under various Acts and _ treaties, 
including the Indian Act. Policy 
commits it to provide educational 
services “comparable to those required 
in provincial schools.” Yet the roles of 
the government and of First Nations 
remain vague when it comes to how 
that goal is to be achieved. And aborig- 
inal educators and leaders say funding 
provided by the federal government 
falls short of provincial levels. 

Most aboriginal schools lack 
the checks and balances of other 
Canadian schools which are run by 
the province and have ministries 
of education, school boards, and 
relevant legislation. According to a 


December senate report, “the absence 
of these critical education supports 
is considered by many to directly 
contribute to the low education 
outcomes of First Nations students.” 

The senate committee recom- 
mended an overhaul of the on-reserve 
education system, including the 
development of an Act to allow First 
Nations to establish multi-level educa- 
tion structures under their control. 

For the six young people speaking 
to the UN, this was a time to hold the 
government accountable for its obli- 
gations to aboriginal children. And 
there seems to be hope. 

In January, the government of B.C., 
the federal government and the non- 
profit First Nations Education Steering 
Committee signed an agreement that 
includes $15 million of extra annual 
funding for the province’s First Nations 
schools and _ secondary _ services. 
According to the FNESC, which can 
administer second-level services under 
the agreement, the extra funds should 
bring reserve schools closer to parity 
with provincial schools. 

And in late January the federal 
government put out a call for tenders 
from six contractors to build a new 
school for the Attawapiskat First Nation. 

“Our dreams matter,” said 15-year- 
old Collin Starblanket from the Cree Star 
Blanket First Nation in Saskatchewan. 
“And I speak for all of us here: as long as we 
keep focused on positivity in life instead 
of the negative side ... the positive will 
only grow. That’s why we’re here today, 
and continue on our journey together. 
It’s our future leaders we’re speaking on 
behalf of. We need to create better oppor- 
tunities and open more doors.” 

The group traveled to Geneva 
under the auspices of the First Nations 
Child and Family Caring Society and 
the Presbyterian-supported — social 
justice group Kairos. The two organi- 
zations authored a joint submission 
to the UNCRC last October entitled, 
Honouring the Children. @ 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s staff writer. 
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Canadians in Taiwan 

to Monitor Election 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN Can- 
ada and the Canadian Council of 
Churches were both represented on a 
team of international election observ- 
ers during Taiwan’s presidential elec- 
tion in January. 

Peter Noteboom, deputy secretary 
of the CCC, and David Kilgour, former 
Member of Parliament and active 
member of Westminster, Ottawa, were 
part of a team of eight Canadians 
who joined delegates from six other 
nations to ensure the election was 
conducted in a fair way. 

“Taiwan elections have not always 
been peaceful affairs, so there was also 
an element of deterrence, that the 
presence of international observers 
might discourage anyone who might 
attempt violence to change the 
outcome of the election,” Kilgour 
explained to the Record. 

Taiwan is a young democracy, 
having had its first of only five 
multi-party presidential elections in 
1996. The observers noted that while 
vote buying, misuse of administra- 
tive power and imbalances in party 
resources were still problems this year, 
the 2012 elections were mostly fair 
and conducted with a genuine desire 
for reform. One issue that has not been 
resolved is China’s influence on the 
country and its politics. 

“China’s influence through the 
now wide-open economic border was 
widespread,” said Noteboom. “Many 
Taiwanese see that this threatens their 
independence.” 

The Jan. 14 vote resulted in the 
re-election of President Ma Ying-jeou 
of the Chinese Nationalist Party. 
m—EW 
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Presbyterian Presides at Secret Wedding 


REV. DR. GLEN MATHESON officiated at the secret wedding of Defence Minis- 
ter Peter MacKay and Nazanin Afshin-Jam in Mexico on Jan. 4. 

“I've been minister at First, New Glasgow, N.S., since 1989 and been 
friends with Peter MacKay since he began here as Crown Prosecutor a year 
later. He attends First Church regularly,” Matheson told the Record. 

The ceremony, which took place in a tiny oceanside Los Cobos chapel, 
included 30 family members and friends and no security or media presence. 

“I’ve conducted over a thousand weddings but this was without doubt 
the most memorable,” Matheson said. "There was a formal dignity and yet a 
relaxing atmosphere. We were among friends we knew and trusted, and we 
were able to give them the privacy they so rarely have these days.” # —EW 
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Mullin to Receive 

Honourary Divinity Degree 
THIS MAY, REV. MARGARET MULLIN will 
become the first aboriginal woman to 
be awarded a Doctor of Divinity hono- 
ris causa by the Vancouver School of 
Theology during the spring convoca- 
tion ceremony. 

The school chose Mullin to 
recognize the contributions she has 
made to the life of the church and 
to First Nations peoples in Canada. 
Mullin, who is of Ojibwa and Irish/ 
Scottish ancestry, is the executive 
director of Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions, an organization of the 
Presbyterian Church that operates 
a thrift store, a community drop- 
in centre, transitional housing, a 
First Steps to Employment project, 
worship services, and children and 
youth programs in the Manitoba 
capital. 

“The honour belongs to the 
people I have worked with every day 
for the past 12 years,” Mullin said 
of the degree. “It is my prayer that 
this recognition will give validity to 
the healing and reconciliation work 
that Winnipeg Inner City Missions 


currently does. It is also my prayer 
that this will help bring to the atten- 
tion of the church the larger work 
that the seven Presbyterian missions 
serving First Nations people do.” 

In February, Mullin appeared on 
a CTV morning show with one of 
WICM’s First Steps participants. The 
centre was profiled for its contribution 
to the community. @ —EW 


Kairos Names New Director 
JENNIFER HENRY HAS BEEN APPOINTED 
the new Executive Director of Kairos: 
Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initia- 
tives, effective March 12. 

Henry has worked for Kairos and 
its predecessor coalitions for almost 
20 years, and currently serves on staff 
as manager for the Dignity and Rights 
and Fundraising Teams. Along with 
her gifts for leadership and theologi- 
cal reflection, she brings a depth of 
programmatic knowledge and a strong 
commitment to Kairos and its rela- 
tionships with churches, partners and 
networks. The Presbyterian Church is 
a member of Kairos. 

Henry replaces Mary Corkery, who 
retired in January. @ —Kairos 
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Christianity Booming in China 
MORE PEOPLE GOTO CHURCH ON Sunday 
in China than in the whole of Europe. 

The government says there are 25 
million Christians in the country—18 
million Protestants and six million 
Catholics. Independent estimates all 
agree this is a vast underestimate. A 
conservative figure is 60 million. 

New converts range in status from 
peasants in the remote rural villages to 
the sophisticated, young middle class 
in the booming cities. 

Throughout the 20th century, Chris- 
tianity was associated with Western 
imperialism. After the Communist 
victory in 1948, the missionaries 
were expelled, but Christianity was 
permitted in state-sanctioned churches, 
so long as they gave their primary alle- 
giance to the Communist Party. 

However, the Cultural Revolution of 
the 1960s and 70s attempted to eradi- 
cate it. Driven underground, Christi- 
anity not only survived, but with its own 


“Unofficial” house churches in China, like this one in Beijing, mainly operate 
underground, but experts estimate that they are responsible for the fastest-growing 


segment of Christians in China. 


Chinese martyrs, it grew in strength. 
Since the 1980s, when religious 

belief was again permitted, the official 

churches have gradually created more 


Prayer for Christian Unity 


DESPITE DIVIDES AND DIVISIONS, churches and congregations observed the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity from January 18-25. This year’s theme was taken from 1 
Corinthians: “We will all be changed by the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Across the U.S. and Canada, local Christian communities marked the annual event 
with special worship services and community gatherings. 

According to Rev. Victor Kim from Grace Presbyterian Church in Calgary, “It’s a 
week that is ecumenical in nature. So it’s not about one particular denomination, one 
particular strand. It’s a week that joins together the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
and other traditions, including Orthodox, and it’s celebrated all over the world.” 

The Week is sponsored jointly by the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity and the Presbyterian-supported World Council of Churches Commission on 
Faith and Order. This year, the materials were prepared by churches in Poland, reflect- 
ing and sharing from their own history of partition and victory over oppression. 

Churches together in Britain and Ireland stressed the significance of “change,” 
as an integral part of theology and unity among the churches. 

“Change is also at the heart of the ecumenical movement. When we pray for 
the unity of the church we are praying that the churches that we know, and which 
are so familiar to us will change as they conform more closely to Christ,” they 
emphasized. i —WCC 
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space for themselves, reporting to the 
State Administration for Religious 
Affairs. However, they are forbidden 
to take part in any religious activity 
outside their places of worship and 
sign up to the slogan, “Love the 
country—love your religion.” 

The official Protestant Church is 
growing faster than Catholicism, and 
the unofficial “house churches” are 
growing faster still. 

The so-called “spiritual crisis” in 
China, a phrase that has even been 
used by the Premier Wen Jiao Bao, is 
what some feel is driving the growth 
of the church. 

As one of China’s philosophers 
of religion, Professor He Guanghu, at 
Renmin University in Beijing told the 
BBC: “The worship of Mammon... has 
become many people’s life purpose. 

“T think it is very natural that many 
other people will not be satisfied... will 
seek some meaning for their lives so 
that when Christianity falls into their 
lives, they will seize it very tightly.” 
a —BBC 
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U.S. Presbyterians Launch 

New Denomination 

CONSERVATIVE PRESBYTERIANS in 
the U.S. launched a new denomi- 
nation in January, saying that the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) is too 
consumed by _ internal conflicts 
and bureaucracy to nurture healthy 
congregations. 

“This ‘new Reformed body’ is 
intended to foster a new way of being 
the church, just as traditional, mainline 
denominations rose to serve in their 
day,” wrote leaders of the new Evan- 
gelical Covenant Order of Presbyterians 
(ECO), Religion News Service reports. 

More than 2,000 people attended 
the ECO’s meeting in January, but a 
straw poll indicated that most have 
not yet decided whether to leave the 
PC(USA), according to the Presbyterian 
Outlook, an independent magazine. 

The creation of the ECO follows 
the PC(USA)’s church-wide vote last 
year to lift its longtime ban on gay 
clergy. Though homosexuality is not 
mentioned in the ECO’s founding 
documents, its stated commitment to 
conservative theology and the iner- 
rancy of the Bible indicates that gay 
clergy will not be tolerated. 

The ECO also hopes to distinguish 
itself by creating peer review systems 
for churches, promoting leadership 
training, and instituting a less hierar- 
chical form of government than the 
PC(USA), according to a statement. 

Several dozen congregations have 
already started to leave the PC(USA) 
to join another conservative denomi- 
nation, the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church. Unlike that denomination, 
the ECO says it is “fully committed” to 
allowing female clergy. 

Though still the largest Presbyterian 
denomination in the U.S., the PC(USA) 
lost more than 500,000 members 
between 1998 and 2009, and now has 
about two million members. m —ENI 


Women’s Attire Sparks 
Protests in Malawi 

IT’S BEEN 18 YEARS SINCE the late dic- 
tator Hastings Kamuzu Banda’s “inde- 


cency in dress” laws were repealed in 
Malawi, but mobs of men and boys in 
the largely conservative African coun- 
try have recently been publicly strip- 
ping women of their miniskirts and 
pants. 

In January, hundreds of outraged 
girls and women, among them promi- 
nent politicians, protested the attacks 
while wearing pants or miniskirts and 
T-shirts emblazoned with such slogans 
as: “Real men don’t harass women.” 

“Some of us have spent our 
entire life fighting for the freedom of 
women,” Vice-President Joyce Banda 
told the protesters. “It’s shocking some 
men want to take us back to bondage.” 

During Banda’s 1963-1994 dictator- 
ship, women in Malawi were banned 
from wearing pants and short skirts. 
Banda lost power in the country’s first 
multiparty election in 1994 and died 
three years later. 

While Banda is gone, strains of 
conservatism remain. Some of the 
street vendors who recently attacked 
women claimed it was un-Malawian 
to dress in miniskirts and pants, and 
that it was a sign of loose morals or 
prostitution. 

The attacks took on such impor- 
tance, President Bingu wa Mutharika 


World news 


went on state television and radio on 
the eve of the protest to assure women 
they were free to wear what they want. 
w —Associated Press 


Japanese Award-Winner Says 
He Was Inspired by a Psalm 

THE JAPANESE ENVIRONMENTALIST who 
said a psalm inspired his campaign 
received one of the United Nations’ 
inaugural Forest Hero awards. 

Shigeatsu. Hatakeyama, an oyster 
fisherman who saw his livelihood de- 
stroyed when the March 11, 2011 earth- 
quake and tsunami hit the coastal city 
of Kesennuma, was named the Forest 
Hero winner for Asia in February. 

Hatakeyama, a member of Japan’s 
Baptist Union, said that Psalm 42 was 
the source of his campaign’s name: 
“The Forest is Longing for the Sea, the 
Sea is Longing for the Forest.” 

“He is known as ‘Grandpa Oyster,’ 
after spending more than 20 years de- 
veloping the forest environment that 
keeps the Okawa River clean and his 
oysters healthy,” said the UN. 

Hatakeyama explained that 
iron being supplied from the forest 
through the river into the sea is play- 
ing a key role in the recovery of sea 
life. g —ENI 
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Join us at Convocation Hall on Wednesday, May 9”, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 
Convocation Address by 


The Rev. Dr. Malcolm Warford 


Research Professor, Lexington Theological Seminary 


Minister, Unite 


Church of Christ 


A Pre-Convocation Workshop will be led by The Rev. Dr. Warford 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 


Principal's Reunion Year Dinner: Tuesday, May oy 
For Knox/Ewart Grads of 1972, 1962, 1952 & prior 


KEGA Grad Luncheon: Wednesday, May 9°" 
For Knox/Ewart Grads of 2002, 1987, 1972, 1962, 1952 & prior 


For more information and to register, please contact: 


Marie Ainey © Communications Associate * Knox College 


T: 416.978.2787 * 


E: knox.communications@utoronto.ca * W: www.utoronto.ca/knox 
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news The Other Six Days 


Zombie Bibles and More 


WHEN ONLINE, YOU GET THE GOOD WITH THE BAD. BY BRAD CHILDS 


Ls 


ARTICLE 

Recently | was pointed towards an old article on the 
website of Harvard Divinity School, written by William 

T. Cavanaugh, associate professor of theology at the 
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, and the 
author of Being Consumed. The article is titled, Does 
Religion Cause Violence? It is essentially the short version 
of another of his books, The Myth of Religious Violence, 
Secular Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict. 

It is a wonderfully enlightening read. In it he writes, 
“The myth of religious violence helps create a blind spot 
about the violence of the putatively secular nation-state. We 
like to believe that the liberal state arose to make peace 
between warring religious factions. Today, the Western 
liberal state is charged with the burden of creating peace 
in the face of the cruel religious fanaticism of the Muslim 
world.... Their violence is religious, and therefore irrational 
and divisive. Our violence, on the other hand, is rational, 
peacemaking, and necessary. Regrettably, we find ourselves 
forced to bomb them into the higher rationality.” 
hds.harvard.edu. Search for “Does Religion 
Cause Violence.” 


BIBLE? 

The Stinque Zombie Bible (yep, you read that right!) is a 
unique option for the morose and just plain weird. In other 
words, it’s just crazy enough to catch my eye. The project is 
a collaborative work based on an online Bible that visitors 
to the site can edit. As they say on their home page: “If, 
like us, you've thought the Good News would be even better 
with zombies, here’s your opportunity to add some.” In 
short, people sign up to edit the King James text to include 
zombies and zombie scenarios. Warning: anyone can edit... 
so PG rated it is not. Unless you join and edit it into one! 
zombie.stinque.com 


MOVIE 

Soul Surfer is a 2011 American-made and religiously-based 
drama based on the true story of Bethany Hamilton. At the 
young age of 13, real-life Bethany was attacked by a bull 
shark while surfing in Hawaii. The shark took her left arm 
off just below the shoulder. The movie is essentially a recap 
of Bethany’s own book about her faith, her loss and her 
lifelong dream to be a professional surfer. 


The film version stars Anna Sophia Robb as Bethany, 
with Dennis Quaid and Helen Hunt as her parents. In a 
unique twist, this film doesn’t whitewash the faith away, 
with several scenes where the family worships in church, 
attends Bible studies and uses scripture verse to help drive 
the storyline. The movie is PG (because of the shark attack 
scene) and seems at times like it’s a sermon put to film. 
Watch it as a church, use it for a Bible study or just sit back 
with the family and enjoy a heartfelt, true story of faith. 
sonypictures.com/homevideo/soulsurfer 


VIDEO 
The Redneck Ten Commandments is a video posted on 
YouTube. | don’t know if it was really made up on the spot 
like it appears to be, but, it’s funny. In just two minutes, 
Josh Burrows gives a good and simple explanation for each 
of the Ten Commandments for all you rednecks out there. 
You might think the Second Commandment is, “You shall 
not make for yourself a carved image” but Josh knows 
better. “Don’t be widdle’n on nutt’in” is his answer. 

| could do ‘em all for ya'll but I’d rather ya’ll look ‘em 
up fer ya’selves on that there computer box ya'll got back at 
the house there. 
YouTube.com. Search for “Redneck ten 
commandments.” 


MUSIC 

This band has been out for about eight years now and the 
next album isn’t going to be completed for some time, but the 
other day | stumbled upon the band BarlowGirl which was a 
favourite of mine some time ago. 

BarlowGirl is an all-female Christian band out of 
Chicago that got its start at the mega-church, Willow Creek. 
It is comprised of three sisters. Their style is dependent 
upon the individual song but for the most part they are a 
three-part harmony group. At times that means they do soft 
and flowery ballads. At other times they do what could only 
be called Guitar Heaven Opera/Metal. Unfortunately, there 
are no Canadian tour dates this year but if there were, 

I'd thrown down a few bucks to see the show. 
YouTube.com. Search for “BarlowGirl 
Never Alone.” m 


Rev. Brad Childs is minister at First, Regina. 
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Letter from the Cariboo 


Healing at Home 


A VISION FOR A NEW MINISTRY WITH FIRST NATIONS. BY SHANNON BELL 


“THERE WERE TIMES WHEN THE treatment 
centre felt a bit like residential school,” 
said my friend and sister in Christ. “You 
have to go away from your family and 
community, follow a strict structure, make 
your bed in the morning, eat breakfast 
at a specific time...” We went on to talk 
about the pros and cons of the ways that 
many treatment centres function. We 
understood the need to take people out 
of toxic environments to help them look 
at their lives and choices in a supportive 
and challenging environment. Many of 
our friends and neighbours had finally 
gotten off the addiction track through 
the wonderful work of treatment centres 
around the province. At the same time, we 
kept coming back to the same question: 
Why can we not heal at home where the 
whole family, whole community, can 
benefit from the learning and growth 
that happens? Too often we see those 
we care about leap from the nurturing, 
structured, directed environment of a 
treatment centre and land right back into 
the same old family or living situation 
they left. They have changed, but their 
surroundings are the same. There is no 
support. No AA group. No professional 
counselors. No safe place to go when the 
temptations begin to mount. And people 
fall. Hard. It is heartbreaking to watch 
those who have been to treatment come 
home and lose all they have gained. 
That conversation happened a 
number of years ago, but has been 
niggling around in my mind ever 
since. Three and a half years ago it blos- 
somed into a vision for ministry that 
my husband and | have been praying 
about and working towards. We live 
in the community of Ndazkoh, British 
Columbia (Nazko in English), 100 km 
by winding rural roads from the nearest 
town of Quesnel. Ndazkoh includes a 
reserve of about 130 people and another 


100 non-Native people in surrounding 
properties. We work in the Nazko and 
Area Dakelh Outreach (NADO), which is 
part of the larger ministry of the Cariboo 
Presbyterian Church. 

The Dakelh (Southern Carrier) people 
are a beautiful nation who have been in 
pain for several generations. The healing 
power of Jesus is the key to helping them 
become all the Creator meant for them 
to be. But does Jesus not have the power 
to heal right on the very land they are 
bound to? Jesus went into the home of 
Jairus to raise his little girl from death. 
Can he come to the home of the Dakelh 
people to bring them healing as well? 
The answer is obvious but most often 
healing means taking people away from 
home, away from the land that is a very 
part of who they are. Our vision is to 
bring healing home to Dakelh territory 
in the name of the great healer Jesus, and 
we hope this might become a model for 
other ministries. 

The first step to bringing healing 
home is to model what it means to be 
reconciled in Christ. To do this, we are 
seeking a person of First Nations ancestry 
to join us in ministry as equal partners, 
showing the community that their own 
people can be leaders. This missionary 


Letter From... news Se 


would focus on programs and services 
that would help individuals and the 
community along the healing journey. 
Workshops, support groups, individual 
prayer support, spiritual direction and 
community involvement would fill 
the missionary’s time. Special atten- 
tion would be given to supporting those 
re-integrating into the community after 
leaving treatment centres. At the same 
time, we would seek to disciple and train 
new leaders from the community to take 
on ministries of their own. Funding for 
this missionary has been provided for up 
to one initial year through the Healing 
and Reconciliation Fund of the Presbyte- 
rian Church which has caught the vision 
for a long-term healing ministry in First 
Nations communities; 

If healing is going to take root in 
the lives of people, they need to be able 
to have healing opportunities at home 
where they are connected to the land 
and the people, and where they can learn 
how to live a new way on Jesus’ path. 

If you are interested in pursuing a call 
to ministry like this one, contact us at 
cariboopc@xplornet.ca. m 


Rev. Shannon Bell is a minister with the 
Cariboo House Church Ministry in B.C. 
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© News Mission 


TGIF! 


ST. DAVID'S IS ABUZZ WITH MULTICULTURAL AND MULTI-FAITH ACTIVITY. BY KENNETH STRIGHT 


t’s Friday at the Presbyterian 
Church of St. David, Halifax. 
On most Friday mornings, 
I’m in my office around 7:15, but 
this is still not quite ahead of John the 
handyman. By 7:45, Dave (our resident 
poet) has arrived to set up tables and 
George is at the hall door ready to put 
out clothing. By 8 a.m. the kitchen is 
humming with activity. 

Welcome to David's Place! 

Every (and I mean every) Friday 
for over eight years the volunteers of 
David’s Place have faithfully shown 
up in the worst of weather, on every 
holiday and under every circumstance 
imaginable. David’s Place is a coop- 
erative venture of the church, the 
Victorian Order of Nurses, Feed Nova 
Scotia, local businesses, and volun- 
teers from every background. David's 
Place is a meeting place, a nutritious 
meal, a clothing bank, a food bank, a 
VON health clinic, a conversation with 
clergy, a little counselling and a lot of 


conversation. Everyone is a welcome 
guest and these guests—transients, 
street people and just about anyone 
else you can imagine—are part of our 
community. The coffee is hot, newspa- 
pers are on the tables, friends greet one 


Everyone is a 
welcome guest— 
transients, street people 
and just about anyone 
else you can imagine 


another and newcomers are welcomed. 
By 12:30 the stragglers have been fed, 
the food bank is empty and volunteers 
are cleaning up. 

The sudden quiet is misleading. In 
minutes the doors are flung open again 
and the Muslim community streams 
in for Friday prayer. Less than a year 
ago the Islamic Association of Halifax 


| LOVE TAIWAN 
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YOUTH IN MISSION 24 


ISRAEL/PALESTINE - SABEEL CONFERENCE 


CANADA YOUTH 2012 MISSION TRACK 


INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE, 


TO DOWNLOAD POSTERS AND APPLICATION FORMS: www.presbyterian.ca/yim 


For more information: 

Matt Foxall 

Youth in Mission Coordinator 
mfoxall@presbyterian.ca 
1-800-619-7301 X259 


was hard-pressed to provide space 
for Friday prayers, especially for the 
post-secondary students in downtown 
Halifax. A chance meeting with me, 
and a casual conversation about appro- 
priate space turned into a request to 
rent hall space for Friday prayers. The 
session looked at the request and said, 
‘no’ ... well, actually they said ‘yes’ to 
providing the space but ‘no’ to renting 
it, saying: “Please use the space but we 
can’t charge you for a place of prayer!” 

There are some amazing conver- 
sations to be had as the gathering 
Muslim community meet a few of 
the remaining church folk. By 1:30 
the hall is transformed with reams of 
cloth on the floor, prayer carpets in 
place and the local imam ready to lead 
the 100-plus people who show up for 
prayers. By 2:30 the hall is empty again. 

And just in time. By 3 p.m. the 
Korean Praise Band has arrived for prac- 
tice and they set up in the hall or the 
sanctuary and get down to business. 
Many are second generation but a good 
number are Korean students studying 
at one of Halifax’s many institutions of 
higher learning. 

If this were a story about Mondays, 
the conversation would move on to 
ESL classes where the Korean Church 
of Nova Scotia, St. David’s folks and a 
good number from nearby Calvin Pres- 
byterian share together in an all-ages 
ESL program ... but that is another 
story! By 6 p.m., the Korean Young 
Adults Night is in full swing, suppos- 
edly ending at 9:00 but often going late 
into the night! 

TGIF! 

In our changing world, it is good to 
know that a church like St. David’s can 
be used in such creative ways. @ 


, 


Rev. Kenneth Stright is minister at 
the Church of St. David, Halifax. 


The 16th-century Reformers—Luther, 
Calvin, Zwingli, Knox and others—were 
derisively nicknamed, “the Sola-ists.” They 
distilled the essence of the gospel into five 
Latin slogans using the word sola, mean- 


_ing only, solely or exclusively: sola gratia, 


sola fide, sola scriptura, solo Christo, soli Deo 
gloria (grace alone, faith alone, scripture 


| alone, Christ alone, to God's glory alone). 


- Today, the solas of early Protestantism run 
_up against other realities and claims: What 
does it mean to say “Christ alone” in a 


§ multi-religious world? How does scripture 


PHOTO BY ALAN POWDRILL/GETTY IMAGES 


| alone square with contemporary thought @ 
- about biblical interpretation? And soon. _ 


| So, are we still sola-iststoday? 


\ 


‘Features 


. *o PHeolosy, 101, y: 


Scripture Alone 


CLERGY HELP LAITY ENSURE BIBLICAL INTERPRETATIONS ARE ACCURATE. 
BY DAVID SHERBINO 


In Livi 19 Faith our church affirmed 
that: “The Bible has been given to us by the inspiration 
of God to be the rule of faith and life. It is the standard of 
all doctrine by which we must test any word that comes 
to us from church, world or inner experience. We subject 


to its judgment all we believe and do.” (5.1) 

This statement reflects one of the Reformation distinc- 
tives—sola scriptura—which refers to the fact that the Bible 
teaches all truth that is necessary for salvation and is the ulti- 
mate authority in all issues related to our spiritual life. > 
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7 Features Theology 101 


If we are to correctly 
interpret and 
understand the 
Bible we need an 
objective basis. 

T ha are principles 
of interpretation 
we must follow 
PWweare going to 
understand the text 
and apply it as the 
‘rule of faith and life’ 


When the Bible became accessible 
in the language of the people and when 
Martin Luther raised the issue of “private 
interpretation” of the Bible, it caused a 
great stir in the church. Now people 
could read the Bible, interpret it and 
relate it to the way they ordered their 
lives. In response, the church declared 
that the teaching office of the church 
was responsible for giving the meaning 
of scripture and there was no place for 
private interpretation. They feared that 
if the interpretation of the scriptures 
was left in the hands of untrained laity 
there would be distortions to the truth. 

The Reformers did not intend to 
give the impression that the Bible was 


to be interpreted in any manner that 
suited a person; in fact, they argued the 
church had a significant role to play in 
interpreting the text. There were “pastors 
and teachers” (Ephesians 4:11-12) called 
and gifted by God, with the task of 
building up the community of faith, 
teaching sound doctrine, and preventing 
heresy from destroying the unity of the 
church. In their minds, scripture was 
not to be subject to “personal or private 
interpretation.” There needed to be 
proper checks and balances. 

Today the issue is still debated. 
There is reluctance by some to grant 
the church the authority to interpret 
the scriptures. They argue that each 
individual is able to interpret the Bible 
for themselves apart from doctrinal 
beliefs as set forth in the creeds of the 
church. Such reasoning infers that 
each person becomes the final source 
of authority. One person might give 
an interpretation of a text and another 
present a different interpretation. Are 
both interpretations valid? Can both be 
true? If the answer is yes, then we are 
left with an interpretation of scripture 
that is highly subjective. 

If we are to correctly interpret 
and understand the Bible we need an 
objective basis. There are principles 
of interpretation we must follow if 
we are going to understand the text 
and apply it as the “rule of faith and 
life.” For example, one such principle 
is the analogy of faith, which refers 
to the fact that scripture interprets 
scripture. This means that one passage 
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of scripture cannot be interpreted in a 
manner that conflicts with something 
clearly taught in another passage. 
A second principle is that we must 
interpret the Bible literally. 

This does not mean treating every 
passage as if it were clipped from a 
contemporary newspaper. It means 
that we understand the text in its 
historical context with attention to 
the literary style and genre. Some texts 
are written in poetic form, others are 
historical record. Understanding such 
basic principles helps to accurately 
interpret the text. 

These comments are not intended 
to speak against the private reading 
of the Bible; it is wonderful that more 
people are reading and studying the 
scriptures. But we need to read it 
accurately. Many people who enter 
the church for the first time are not 
familiar with the Bible and need to 
have adequate teaching to understand 
it if they are to relate it to daily life. 

In our congregational settings we 
have emphasized the teaching role 
of the laity; whether it is teaching in 
our Christian education programs or 
in home Bible study groups. Nor is it 
uncommon for lay people to preach in 
our pulpits. But who is helping these 
people correctly interpret the word of 
God as they give biblical instruction to 
others? Do they receive training from 
pastors and teachers or do we assume 
that their private interpretation of scrip- 
ture is adequate for the task at hand? 

The primary task of teaching 
elders (ministers) in our Presbyterian 
tradition is to enable congregants to 
correctly interpret the word of God 
and to equip them for ministry. If 
ministers give themselves to this task, 
congregants under their care will be 
able to “test any word that comes 
from church, world or inner experi- 
ence.” Without this sound teaching, 
we will be caught up in confusion. @ 


Rev. Dr. David Sherbino is senior minister 
at Cornerstone Community Church 

in Kleinburg, Ont., and professor of 
Spirituality and Pastoral Ministry at 
Tyndale Seminary, Toronto. 
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An Affair of the Heart 


WE'RE MARKED FOR LIFE AS GOD'S COVENANT PARTNERS. 


March 25 — Fifth Sunday in Lent 


Jeremiah 31:31-34 


tattoo is a_ serious 
commitment. What if 
you change your mind? 
You can spend thou- 
sands on laser treat- 


BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


ments. You'll still have a mark where 
the ink used to be. 

Tattoos hurt. That’s what scares 
most people away. After the sunburnt 
feeling, the memory of the needle 
lingers. I know first hand. I celebrated 
my SOth birthday with a Celtic tree 
of life on my right shoulder. (Tattoos 
are addictive. | may not wait until 


my 60th to get another one. I have 
another shoulder, after all.) 

God says through Jeremiah, “I will 
put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts.” That may 
sound like God’s going to make us feel 
like doing God’s will. With the Holy 
Spirit’s help we’ll just know what God 
wants us to do. We'll read the > 
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The heart can be moved with that 
most godlike of motives, compassion. 
So can the gut. But it’s the heart that 

takes us into compassionate action 


Bible with our hearts, not our brains. 
That’s not it at all. Jeremiah imag- 
ines God tattooing us with the word. 
Inking the law under our skin. Onto 
our hearts. So it becomes part of us. 
We can never forget it. When we try 
to forget it, we have no excuse. The 
mark on our hearts is witness for the 
prosecution. Our only hope is God’s 
forgiveness. God’s forgetfulness. 

We’re marked for life as God’s 
covenant partners. We can try to 
tun away from it, try to live from 
the neck up or the waist down. 
Nothing works. 

There’s no escape from the joy or 
the pain of faithful living. As Saint 
Augustine said so long ago, “Our 
hearts are restless ‘til they rest in 
you, O Lord.” The indelible mark 
that can seem like such a burden is 
the sign of our freedom. 

Some people think we Presbyte- 
rians are all duty and no freedom. All 
head, no heart. They, and we, need 
to know John Calvin had a motto: 
Cor meum immolatum  tibi_ offero, 
domini, prompte et sincere. “My heart 
aflame I offer you, Lord, promptly 
and sincerely.” 

There’s passion, love, joy, and 
heart. We Calvinists should recover 
Calvin’s emblem. Not a burning bush, 
but an open hand with a flaming 
heart in its palm. That’s worth a 
tattoo. At least an invisible tattoo, on 
the inside, if not the outside. 

Living in covenant with God is 
an affair of the heart. 

By and large we’ve bought the 
culture’s definition of “heart.” 
Mushy-gushy-achy-breaky-alter- 
nately-faithful-and-fickle heart. 
The focus of a faith that’s all about 
feelings, individual experience, 


and mountaintop moments. The 
currency of the sawdust trail. The 
stuff of soap operas and Nicholas 
Sparks novels. Few of us ever know 
the faith, or the romance, of that 
kind of heart. To God, it would be 
like writing on Jell-o. 

In the Bible, all the stuff we say 
rests in the heart is in the stomach. 
The bowels, actually. 

The biblical heart is where 
the will resides. Where we hold 
our values. Thought and feeling, 
brain and bowels, meet the test of 
truth in the heart. Sometimes the 
heart stands for the soul, the true 
self. The heart can turn to stone. 
Become false and deceitful. The 
heart can be transformed. The 
heart can come ablaze with passion 
for God’s righteousness. 

God can work in, and on, the heart. 
With or without our cooperation. 

The heart can be moved with 
that most godlike of motives, 
compassion. So can the gut. But it’s 
the heart that takes us into compas- 
sionate action. 

God says through Jeremiah, “I 
will put my law within them, and I 
will write it on their hearts.” Calvin 
said, “My heart I offer you, O God.” 
Christian freedom is a _ paradox. 
When we realize our hearts are our 
own, set free from bondage to sin 
and death, we know the best we 
can do is offer them back to God. 
Promptly. Sincerely. 

Not in the interest of earning 
interest! But as an investment of 
our whole selves in the best life 
possible. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches at 
the Atlantic School of Theology. 
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Ministry FEATURES 


See The Tricks, 
Hear The Word 


MAGIC CAN BE USED TO HELP TEACH THE GOSPEL MESSAGE. 
BY SCOTT HOOD 


have been performing magic for more than 25 years, 
but about two years ago it hit me that I could use my 
magic to tell the stories locked in the Bible. I was at 
Hopedale Presbyterian in Oakville, Ont., listening 
to our minister, Sean Foster deliver a story during the chil- 
dren’s time. In the back of my mind | was thinking, I have 
a magic illusion that would compliment that message. A 
couple of days later, I was about to perform that same illu- 


sion for a secular audience and my mind went back to 
that Sunday’s service. I then made a list of illusions and 
the Bible story they would compliment. My gospel magic 
act was finally born on a Thursday night with a telephone 
call from my brother-in-law. Their church was planning to 
have a magician perform that Sunday; however, the magi- 
cian cancelled at the last minute. Don’s telephone call to 
me was twofold: First, were my wife and I able to come > 
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to teach the gospel message." 


ELDERS’ INSTITUTE 


St. Andrew’s Hall 


PILGRIMAGE 2012 


Exploring the Reformed Heritage: 
France, Switzerland, Scotland 


oe 


Contact Linda Lee Henrick 
pilgrimage@telus.net 
emilee 


eldersinstitute 


pereqrinatio 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
www.spiritual-pilgrimage.com 


24 March 2012 Presbyterian Record 


« 


out to Green- 
bank United 
on Sunday, and 
could I perform 
for the congrega- 
tion? Secondly, 
was there any 
possibility that 
I could = incor- 
porate a church 
message into the 
presentation? | 
SPeIN aa celexa 
two days creating 
a 15-minute 
“gospel magic” 
performance for 
that Sunday. I 
now have about 
30 magic illusions 
that I perform at 
special services, 
Vacation _ Bible 
Schools, or even in place of a tradi- 
tional sermon. 

For example, in Acts 2:1-41 we read 
about Pentecost and learn about the 
Trinity. For this illusion, I tie together 
three lengths of red, blue and white 
rope, which I then bundle around my 
hand. I explain that I can’t under- 
stand how God can be the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. How can He be one 
God, yet three persons at the same 
time? However, all I need to do is 
remember that everything is possible 
for God. At this point I unravel the 
rope. Now instead of three pieces tied 
together, it is one solid piece of rope 
with red, white and blue segments. 
Just as this rope is one piece of three 
colours, God can be the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost all at the same time. 

People often ask me, what is a 
gospel magician? A gospel magician 
serves his or her faith community 
by performing magic illusions that 
reach people with a message. The 
illusions are tools they use as they 
labour to advance in the work of the 
Kingdom of God, and to help people 
understand the gospel truths. Music, 


writing, singing, dancing, painting, 
sculpture, architecture and poetry 
have all been used to the glory of God 
throughout Christian history. Magic 
illusions are simply another art form 
that can honour God. 

Some may disagree with 
performing magic in church, but as a 
gospel magician, I use the art of magic 
to bear witness to Christ’s sacrifice. 

People cannot believe a message 
to which they have not been exposed. 
Those who don’t believe tend to 
stay away from places and events 
where they will be exposed to God’s 
message. Therefore, ministries must 
not only find ways to explain spiri- 
tual truth, they must find ways to 
attract people to situations where it is 
presented. Gospel magic helps solve 
this problem. 

I remember one Halloween at our 
house that emphasized this lesson for 
me. Every Halloween, I use my magic 
props to produce the candy that we 
distribute. That year I used a magic 
tube to change a silk streamer into 
candy. A group of about four young 
men came to the door wanting to 
see a trick. One of the boys suddenly 
remembered seeing me at his church 
and said I used that same tube to 
tell them some Bible stories. It was 
nice to know that I had made an 
impression, and it was reassuring to 
think that maybe this ministry was 
working. Later it dawned on my wife 
and me that I may have even started 
to give someone a sense of church and 
community. Who knows? 

People who don’t care to hear a 
sermon may still find a trick extremely 
interesting. My hope is that they will 
come to see the mystery of the magic, 
and in the process hear the good news 
about Jesus Christ. @ 


Scott Hood counts himself blessed for being 
able to perform magic while telling Bible 
stories through his “See the Tricks, Hear the 
Word” gospel magic program. He can be 
contacted at Shood1@cogeco.ca. 
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DEVELOPMENT AND RELIEF.AGENCY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA. 


T IS HIGHLY UNUSUAL FOR WOMEN TO SPEAK to 

men in Afghanistan, never mind a young girl ad- 

dressing the shura—the local religious council 
consisting of male community leaders. But Jamila, 
a ninth-grade student at Abdul Rahim Zai School, 
doesn’t know about that. 

As well as being a student—which is still a privilege 
for far too many girls in Afghanistan—Jamila has a spe- 
cial role to play. “I share 
the needs of the stu- 
dents with the shura,” 
she says. If the school 

is going to succeed, it’s 
important that the en- 
tire community get in- 
volved. “We only have 
three female teachers 
in our school so we 
need more. We also 
need a boundary wall 
that protects us.” 
PWS&D is pleased 
to support the educa- 
tion of girls in 
Afghanistan, like scons Working through lo- 
cal partners Church World Service — Pakistan/ 
Afghanistan, PWS&D is helping girls find their 
voice and a sense of confidence. The goal of the 
project is to not only get girls into classrooms for 
the chance to learn, but to raise awareness among 
parents and community members in order to cre- 
ate positive social and economic development. 

“My parents are proud that I am taking this step 
to talk to the shura,” Jamila says. “My father is on 
the parent-teacher committee, and he nominated 
me for this role.” » 
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Jamila’s role gives students an opportunity to speak from their perspectives to the shura, 
and it creates a newfound sense of leadership. “Now I feel confident to share ideas with 
male community members.” 

The opened lines of communication among newly formed parent-teacher commit- 
tees, female student representatives and the shura, create opportunities for further ad- 
vancement with regard to education and community development. By expressing the 
concerns and needs for improved enrolment rates and quality education, students like 
Jamila will help bring desired change to the classrooms. Support from the shura is es- 
sential for sustainable development in rural Afghanistan, and the positive response in 
the district indicates that the future of education may include more child-friendly class- 
rooms, improved infrastructure and 
an increased number of both female 
students and teachers. 

PWS&D and Church World Service — He | aa ada 
Pakistan/Afghanistan continue to look FF “Th ere isn’t en ou gh food 


for ways to assist communities in edu- 
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cation development so that current and to feed the world. 
future generations will have better ac- 
cess to a basic human right. 


Real ity: According to the World 
Food Programme, there is currently 
enough food in the world for everyone 
to have the nourishment necessary for 
a healthy and productive life. There is, 
however, a need to be more efficient, 
sustainable and fair in how we grow and 
distribute food. This means supporting 
_ small-scale farmers (who currently make 
_up the majority of farmers in developing 
countries) and ensure they have fair 
access to markets. 
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Shura meet with 
SCuss education PWS&D works with farmers across the 
heir community, globe to help them learn improved 
agricultural practices to extend crop 
yields, diversify crops for better nutrition 
PWS&D’s new “Making a Difference” video is a short, snappy piece and irrigate fields for increased harvest. 
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pictures from PWS&D programs around the world and see how, 


together, we.really are making a meaningful difference in the lives of many 
people. Visit byt ffer 
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iT YOu Ke 
Not neloing 
refugees, 
then wnat 
are YOU 
doing’? 


uring my weekend stay 
last April with the members of 
First Presbyterian in Thunder 
Bay, Ont., this comment by a 
member captured the essence of 
this caring church community. 

Over the last 20 years, the 
refugee committee of Edna 
Irwin, Leslie Shaw and Willa 
Jones has organized sponsor- 
ship for refugees from Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Eastern Europe, Rus- 
sia, Burma, Sierra Leone, Soma- 
lia and Ethiopia. Their church, 
under the guidance of past 
minister Jim Patterson and oth- 
ers, has grown thanks to their 
ecumenical spirit. 

Willa Jones first went to 
Burma and Thailand in 1990 
and made contact with authori- 
ties there to see about sponsor- 
ing refugees who had fled from 
many areas of southeast Asia. 
Shortly afterward, the first refu- 
gees sponsored by the congrega- 
tion arrived in Thunder Bay. 

The Karens who came from 
northwest Burma (Myanmar) 
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were the largest group to 
arrive. Forced resettlement 
and _ state-sponsored _ vio- 
lence had resulted in their 
migration to refugee camps 
in Thailand. The Karen refu- 
gee community in Thunder 

Bay now numbers over 200, 

and along with Chin and 

Arakanese, the total Bur- 

mese community consists 

of almost 300 individuals. 

As their numbers increased, 
they were able to establish their 
own worship service at First, led 
by Wah Lay Ray, their pastor, 
who is a settlement worker at 
the Thunder Bay Multicultural 
Association. Wah Lay Ray is an 
extraordinary person. After leav- 
ing a refugee camp in Thailand, 
he has become the Karen com- 
munity’s spiritual leader. 

During my visits with a 
number of refugee families, I 
was struck by the, tremendous 
work this church has done not 
only in facilitating their resettle- 
ment but also continually guid- 
ing and offering material, emo- 
tional and spiritual support. 

A number of the refugees 
obtained homes through Habi- 
tat for Humanity and provided 
sweat equity in the construc- 
tion. Their gratitude was evi- 
dent as I was welcomed into 
their homes, and saw the joy on 
the faces of their children. 

Saw Winning was the first 
Karen to arrive in Thunder 
Bay. He was involved in the 
pro-democracy student move- 
ment in 1988 against Burma’s 


oppressive military regime. The 
military responded to protests 
with violence, killing thousands 
including monks and students. 
Subsequently, the military junta 
has crushed all forms of dissent 
and only recently freed demo- 
cratically-elected Aung San Suu 
Kyi from house arrest. She’s the 
daughter of Aung San, who was 
the Karen leader after World 
War II. 

The regime’s forced resettle- 
ment policies and land confisca- 
tion caused Saw and thousands 
of others to flee Burma. Just as 
many new refugees have no 
choice but to take menial jobs, 
Saw first found work delivering 
flyers but is now employed at 
a hotel and is working towards 
his hotel management diploma 
from Confederation College. 

In some ways, the history of 
Burma is the history of a people 
at war with itself. Before the 
British took control of Burma in 
the late 19th century, the region 
contained several small, war- 
ring kingdoms. Christianity was 
brought by British and American 
Baptist missionaries to Karens 
and other ethnic groups. After 
World War U—in which the 
country was a_battleground— 
the British retreated from Burma 
without a plan to foster this 
new commonwealth state; and 
the Karens have struggled in an 
attempt to form their own state. 

What follows are snapshots 
of just some of the First-spon- 
sored refugees I met while in 
Thunder Bay: 


lierra Leone 


Bassie Kargo fled Sierra Leone for Senegal to avoid being 
conscripted as a child soldier during the brutal 11-year 
civil war in his homeland, and arrived in Canada in 2000. 
He now has a family with two children, works at the local 
college, and studies political science at Lakehead Uni- 
versity. He has given back by establishing the Friends of 
Mabureh—a non-governmental organization that raises 


funds to build schools in rural Sierra Leone for internally 
displaced persons. 


March 2012 Presbyterian Record 29 


Tawk Cung, a Chin, shown with his son Jeffrey, 
obtained his physics degree in 1981 in Ran- 
goon. To escape the violence and oppression 


f KR in Burma, he fled to northeastern India where 
(Ol | U @ | lel he taught for 10 years. He has lived in Canada 


for eight years. 
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Saw Winning is pictured here with one of his two young children, 
Pawnay-Theblay. He has been in Thunder Bay for over 15 years. After 
escaping Burma and finding refuge in Thailand, he came to Northern 
Ontario and built a new life—starting with delivering flyers and eventu- 
ally buying a house for his family. As one of the original worship leaders 
for the Karen community, he has brought his rich culture to this city and 
has become a vital community member. 


from Burma 
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from Burma 


Wah Lay Ray is the current spiritual leader of the Karen commu- 
nity as pastor for the vibrant and uplifting weekly Sunday after- 
noon service at First Presbyterian. He completed his pastoral 
studies in a refugee camp in Thailand and then arrived in Thunder 
Bay; at first he worked at three jobs to make ends meet. Along 
with his wife, Daisy and daughter, Gloria, he has found not just a 
welcoming community, but an opportunity to share Jesus’ 
teachings with his fellow Christians in his native tongue. 
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Supper and talent show 


At First’s 50th anniversary 
supper and talent show, the 
multicultural displays were 
impressive. It was evident 
that this was a community 
intent on reaching out—not 
just locally but to far parts of 
the world with a message: 
We can help. You are not 
alone. 


Abel Pandy is an elder at 
Thornhill Presbyterian 
Church, Ont. He is a 
freelance photographer and 
president of the board of 
Evangel Hall, Toronto. 
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eyond Kum Ba Yah 


CAMP DIRECTORS SHARE THEIR PASSION FOR CONNECTIONS, 
COMMUNITY AND CREATING LEADERS. BY ERINWOODS 


e 


Camp. directors 


li ae sense hie pede on the outside. 

“They think of camp as sitting around the campfire 
singing Kum Ba Yah,” laughs Chantal Jackson, co-director of 
the Synod of Central, Northeastern Ontario and Bermuda’s 


S. know their job makes 
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Camp Cairn. She explains that camp, especially for those who 
run it, is much more than that: “It’s an industry that dabbles 
in every industry—healthcare, transportation, human rela- 
tions, food, hiring practices, hospitality, building and main- 
tenance, insurance ... plus there’s always taking care of > 
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the children. It’s not just running a 
camp. It’s an entire ministry.” 

And, despite popular misconcep- 
tions of camp directors singing their 
way through the summer and then 
settling down to a “real job” during the 
winter months, the work doesn’t stop 
in September. Most of the residential 
summer camp directors in the Presby- 
terian Church work at least part-time in 
the off-season, taking care of registra- 
tion, committee meetings, site main- 
tenance, administration, staff hiring, 
program development, advertising and 


fundraising. Many also spend months 
visiting a different church every 
Sunday, participating in the service and 
sharing the camping ministry with the 
congregation. 

Why, then, if the job is so much 
work, are these people so excited about 
what they do? 

“Tt’s one of the few ministries in our 
denomination that’s actually growing,” 
says Jennifer Bell, who took the posi- 
tion of regional staff person for the 
Synod of Saskatchewan largely because 
it involved directing Camp Christopher. 
“It’s a spot where children and youth 
are given the opportunity to ask ques- 
tions and sort out their faith for them- 
selves. They are also given the chance to 
form relationships.” 

Those relationships, according to 
these directors, are the foundation of 
the camping ministry. “Our camp is 
built on: relationships,” affirms Audrey 
Cameron, who, as the camping and 
youth consultant for Atlantic Canada, 
directs Camp Geddie in Nova Scotia. 
There, like at other camps, the primary 
focus is welcoming campers into a 
Christian community where they feel 
physically and emotionally secure. 

“They get to experience being in a 
comfortable, safe environment where 
they know that everyone is here to be 
friends, and not to hurt them,” says 
Grace MacLeod, who shares her last 
name with the Cape Breton camp she 
co-directs. “For some kids that’s the 
only time they get to experience that.” 

Camp director Randy Johnson 
agrees, speaking enthusiastically of the 
“cross-cultural exchange” that happens 
between rural and inner-city kids at 
Camp d’action biblique in the Presby- 
tery of Quebec and Eastern Ontario. 
“Tt thrills my heart when I see it 
happening,” he says, adding that many 
of these friendships “go forever” as the 
young people keep in touch throughout 
the years. 

At Camp Douglas in the Presbytery of 
Westminster, bonds aren’t only formed 
between kids. “It’s got a really strong 
intergenerational component,” explains 


Camping Focus 


‘It’s an industry 

that dabbles in 

every industry— 
healthcare, 
transportation, 
human relations, 
food, hiring practices, 
hospitality, building 
and maintenance, 
insurance ...’ 


director Rebecca Simpson. “We have 
older adults who are coming and going 
from the camp supporting it as chap- 
lains and volunteers, and they partici- 
pate in activities alongside the children 
and youth and leaders.” The camp also 
hosts women’s retreats, with the women 
sharing meals and worship with the 
camp staff. “The camp is what we have 
in common, and we draw from that our 
Christian journeys,” says Simpson. “Our 
lives become connected after that.” 

Such connections are valuable in and 
of themselves, but Tim McNeil, director 
of the Synod of Alberta and the North- 
west’s Camp Kannawin, also feels they 
are necessary for effective ministry. “The 
communities that you get here are unlike 
those you see in a church,” he points 
out. “So in terms of being a good place 
for evangelism, camps have some real 
advantages.” One of those advantages 
is the sheer amount of time available to 
camp staff. Being with campers all day 
every day for the duration of their stay 
at camp amounts to far more hours than 
church school, where teachers have “just 
half an hour or 20 minutes out of a week 
to spend on actual instruction.” 

Another advantage that camps have 
is the chance to give their staff very 
intentional training. “Being a coun- 
sellor isn’t just a six-week or eight-week 
venture,” says Andrew Campbell, > 
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Focus Camping 


‘We train them 
not just for camp 
but for the wider 
church and the 
wider community’ 


who directs PEI’s Camp Keir. “Without 
the training that I got when I was a 
camper and a younger counsellor, I 
wouldn’t have made the choices that I 
have.” Those choices include commit- 
ting himself to ministry in the Presbyte- 
rian Church; in September he left PEI to 
begin studies at the Vancouver School 
of Theology. 

Southwestern  Ontario’s Camp 
Kintail also takes leadership training 
seriously, and sees success stories similar 
to Campbell’s. “We devote a significant 
amount of staff and financial resources 
to our Leader in Training Program 
each summer,” says director Theresa 
McDonald-Lee, who is also an ordained 
minister. “About 30 Presbyterian young 
people go through our program each 
summer, where they develop skills for 
church, school, camp and community 
leadership. They spend time learning 
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skills in communication, teamwork and 
group dynamics as well as ways in which 
to be better counsellors. And then each 
year that a young person returns to staff 
we give them more and more opportu- 
nities for leadership development. Tons 
and tons of people who are involved in 
their home congregations and many, 
many ministers have come from the LIT 
program at Kintail.” 

Not every camp can attest to flocks 
of young Presbyterians leaving their 
programs for seminary. After all, many 
campers have never even experienced 
a Presbyterian setting before. “If we 
relied on the church to supply our 
camp, our camp would be very small,” 
Audrey Cameron points out. Yet while 
unchurched campers may not all end up 
in the pulpit one day (though some do), 
many of them go on to become church 
or community leaders in some capacity. 

“The goal is to send these younger 
people home, have them fired up and 
passionate about the scriptures and with 
strong prayer lives and a real sense of 
what they believe, so they can continue 
to do those kinds of things in the local 
setting,” says Tim McNeil. 

Chantal Jackson calls the mindset 
camp cultivates in campers and staff a 
“ministry mentality.” When she and 


Camp Kintail in Ontario 


co-director Rebecca Jess sat down last 
year to write a statement about the 
“why” of Presbyterian camping—why 
they do it, why it’s worthwhile—one of 
their responses was, “we believe that the 
world needs extraordinary leaders.” 

The pride in these directors’ voices is 
obvious when they speak of the “extraor- 
dinary leaders” their camps turn out. 
Rebecca Simpson explains that Camp 
Douglas has “concentric circles” of leader- 
ship training that focus on different parts 
of the leaders’ lives. “We have some parts 
of our leadership training that are meant 
to grow young people into strong leaders 
in any place they end up in, and we have 
another layer that works to encourage 
them to leadership in their own congre- 
gations.” She sees young people go home 
as new Christians, as youth leaders, as 
members of worship committees, as 
church school teachers. To encourage 
them, Camp Douglas has worked to raise 
its pay scale to a level where leaders can 
continue to work there while paying for 
university. Other camps, though, have 
fewer resources. 

“Our staff aren’t paid; they receive 
an honorarium,” admits Jennifer Bell. 
(While camps may apply for aid for 
special projects through the church’s 
Life and Mission Agency, there is little 


er 


at Iaeren RAI IATA CRE mA Lm ik 


funding from the national church, 
though it does provide membership 
in the Presbyterian Church Camp and 
Conference Association, giving camps 
access to program, site and staff support. 
Generally speaking, camps rely on the 
synod or presbytery that oversees them 
and especially on support from indi- 
vidual churches and alumni to operate.) 
Yet while Camp Christopher cannot 
provide its staff with much money, it 
does give them the same kind of delib- 
erate training that Camp Douglas staff 
can expect. “Part of the funding that we 
apply for is specifically for leadership 
training. We train them not just for 
camp but for the wider church and the 
wider community.” 

And does the wider church and 
community benefit from this training? 
Well, sometimes. 

Jackson sees a great number of 
young people return home from Cairn’s 
programs to lead youth groups and 
conduct other ministries, but some just 


aren’t given the opportunity. “Often the 
church doesn’t use the kids when they 
go back because they don’t know what 
kind of skills they have,” she explains. 

Tim McNeil feels churches have a 
role to play in nurturing the seeds that 
camps have planted, noting that parish- 
ioners should get to know the kids 
and young adults in their church, and 
mentor them in leadership roles. 

Audrey Cameron has a plea for the 
church to stand not just with the staff 
and campers, but with camping itself. 
“T believe that it’s an important mission 
and I believe that it’s an important 
outreach, and I believe that it’s the one 
thing the church has done well, but the 
church needs to invest in camp in order 
for it to continue. We live on shoe- 
strings. And if the church is intentional 
and gets behind it, then I think we have 
a strong future.” 

This is a reciprocal relationship, as 
Theresa McDonald-Lee points out: “I 
think Presbyterian camping is the jewel 


Camping Focus 


of our church. I think it is a resource that 
should be used. There are camps across 
the country and we all work hard to 
provide ministry for children and young 
people. It’s my dream that congrega- 
tions would be able to take advantage of 
it in some way, shape or form.” 

No two camps are alike in their 
geography, their traditions or even their 
programs. But all of them share a foun- 
dation in Christian community, a dedi- 
cation to forming strong individuals, 
and directors whose calling few under- 
stand and fewer would choose. Now 
that these leaders have chosen it—or it 
has chosen them—they are hooked. 

“T see camping ministry as an 
amazing outreach that I can’t—I don’t 
know how to describe anything that 
would compare with it,” says Campbell, 
words failing him for a moment. “It’s 
immensely important.” @ 


Erin Woods is the Record’s editorial 
assistant and student writer. 


Wills that Changed the World 


William the Conqueror 
Conquered England and turned the King’s English 
into French 


William Tyndale 
Translated the Bible into English 


William Shakespeare 
English playwright and poet 


William Gates 


Alfred Nobel 


Founder of Microsoft and co-founder of 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 


Inventor of dynamite and founder of the Nobel Prizes 


Surprised to find an Alfred among all the Wills? You shouldn’t be. Sometimes our 
Last Will and Testament can be the most lasting legacy we leave behind. Alfred Nobel’s will 
changed his legacy from “the man who invented dynamite” to “the man who founded the Nobel 
Prizes.” With a stroke of the pen, Nobel changed the way we remember his name and turned the 
destructive power of dynamite into a force to help build a better world. 


What is your legacy going to be? 


To learn how you can provide a lasting legacy through your will, contact: 
The Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
1-800-619-7301, www.presbyterian.ca/plannedgiving/willsandbequests 
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Only One Fish 


uring a vacation in Florida, I had been invited 
to go fishing with two other men at a pier in 
Panama City Beach. We were very well equipped with 
all the latest gear: rods, reels, lures, bait, and we were 
ready to catch lots of fish. Well, after four hours of 
fishing we had caught only one fish—one fish between 
three hungry men. 

As we tried and tried to catch fish, we came up with 
nothing. | happened to notice a stranger fishing on the 
other side of the pier. He had very simple fishing gear and 
was a little scruffy looking. He was pulling in fish almost 
every time he threw in his line. 

Many other fishermen on the pier were watching this 
man with envy. They weren’t catching any fish either, but 
not one of them went over to ask this man what he was 
doing to catch so many fish. 

I could not resist the temptation. I crossed over to 
the other side of the pier and introduced myself to this 
stranger. The very first thing he said to me as I approached 
was, “Hello, brother. I see you are having a bad fishing day. 
Can I help?” The welcome and the way he said it imme- 
diately clued me in that this was a brother in Christ. We 
talked first about our joy of being brothers in Christ, our 
respective ministry, and our love of Christ, and then we 
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BUT FOR THE GENEROSITY OF A STRANGER. BY BILL ASHBY 


got down to fishing talk. 

He told me we were using the wrong bait. We were using 
frozen squid; the fish were looking for fresh squid and the 
fish knew the difference. (Hmm... smart fish!) He was using 
fresh squid. It was late in the day and there was little time to 
catch squid. He told me when and how to catch live squid 
for the next time we went fishing off the pier. 

This man then said, “I have noticed that your group has 
only caught one fish.” I replied, yes, that was true. He then 
said, “Well, that is not enough to feed all of you so would 
you like some of my fish?” Liking fresh fish as much as I do, 
I quickly accepted his offer. He opened up his fish barrel 
and gave us 12 fish which was about half of what he had 
and then asked, “Would you like more?” 

I said, “No, brother; you have been very generous with 
your advice, friendship and the sharing of your catch. 
Thank you and may God bless you for this generosity.” 

The other members in our fishing party stood and 
watched in absolute amazement. They were so surprised 
by what had happened; I was not. 

We ate the fish together for lunch and, sorry, I could 
not resist, I brought some loaves of bread. @ 


Bill Ashby is an elder at St. Andrew’s, Coldwater, Ont. 
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BACK People & Places 


PeopleQ Places 


St. Andrew’s, Kamloops, B.C. 
The children of St. Andrew’s marked Christmas Eve by playing Away ina 


Manger on their new set of hand bells. This was their first performance; the Central, Hamilton, Ont. 

bells were a special memorial gift. The children promise to contribute more Kay Mischinger, an elder emeritus 

ringing praise throughout the year. at Central, turned 90 in January. The 

Bell players Simone, Jana, Hanna, Emma and Jaco with guitar players celebration was especially joyful for Rev. Dr. 
Joel and Stephan. Clyde Ervine, Central’s minister, who helped 


to eat Kay's birthday cake—but only after 
he had been weighed. On doctor’s orders, 
Dr. Ervine lost 24 pounds in three months 
and, thanks to sponsors within the church, 
raised $8,000 in the process. The money will 
be shared between Central’s budget and 
Presbyterians Sharing. 


St. Andrew’s, North River Bridge, 
Cape Breton, N.S. 


Nikita MacRae and Seamus Stears show off their “quiet bags” 
with Sunday school superintendant Nancy Smith. The bags, 
which were assembled with support from the MacLeod auxiliary 
of the Atlantic Mission Society, contain a Bible story, activities, 

a simple craft, coloured pencils, crayons and more. Two sets of 
bags are made: one for children aged six and younger, and one 
for children between the ages of seven and 10. These wonderful 
bags, which can be used during worship or at home, were 
inspired by a similar project at St. Andrew's, Sydney Mines. 
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People & Places BACK 


Presbytery of Westminster, B.C. 

A series of inductions and ordinations have taken place in Westminster 
Presbytery. Here, presbytery moderator Rev. Emery Cawsey (right) 
stands with several of the ordained and inducted ministers, some of 
whom are now serving in other presbyteries. 

Blair Bertrand (Calvin, Abbotsford, B.C.), Woldy Sosnowsky (St. Andrew’s, 
Salmon Arm, B.C.), Curtis Bablitz (Brant Hills, Burlington, Ont.), Andy Yu-An 
Kuo (Toronto Formosan), Rebecca Simpson (St. Paul's, Mission, B.C.) and 
Cawsey. In the pulpit behind is Rev. Jim Smith. 


Sedgwick Memorial, 
Tatamagouche, N.S. 

Rev. Mary Anne Grant celebrated the 
baptism of her own infant grandson, 
William Charles MacLeod, at Sedgwick 
Memorial.Welcome to the family, 
William Charles! 


St. Matthew’s, Wallace, N.S. 


The annual July Strawberry Festival 
sponsored by St. Matthew's was a 
sweet success in 2011. The women 
who worked hard in the kitchen are, 
from left to right, Joan Atkinson, Mary 
Lee Waugh, Helen Gordon, May Dewar 
and Nancy Drysdale. 


ON OUR WEBSITE: New elders at Union, Thorburn, N.S., many kinds of dedication at St. Andrew's, Kamloops, 
B.C., the final service at Slocan Valley Community Church, Passmore, B.C., a musical cow at Knox, St. Thomas, 
Ont., a creative use of old doors at St. Andrew's, Pictou, N.S., beginnings, endings and a heart- and body- 
warming tradition at Elmvale, Ont., and Peter Dewar serving tea at St. Matthew’s, Wallace, N.S. 


Q 
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WE Back From the Moderator 


Predictably Unpredictable 


LIFE—AND THE CHURCH—-DEMAND FLEXIBILITY. BY RICK HORST 


“Now when Jesus returned, the crowd 
welcomed him, for they were waiting 
for him. Just then there came a man 
named Jairus, a leader of the syna- 
gogue. He fell at Jesus’ feet and begged 
him to come to his house, for he had 
an only daughter, about 12 years 

old, who was dying. As he went, the 
crowds pressed in on him. Now there 
was a woman who had been suffering 
from hemorrhages for 12 years....” 


—Luke 8:40-43a 


s I concluded a late-after- 
noon hospital visit to a 
g member of my congrega- 
y « tion, | mentioned that I was 
heading back to my office to finalize 
details for that evening’s session meet- 
ing. “Wow!” remarked the wife of the 
patient. “Back in the church where we 
lived a number of years ago, the minis- 
ter told us that it took her a whole week 
to get ready for a session meeting, and it 
meant she had no time for visits or pasto- 
ral calls in the week which preceded it!” 
Sometimes I wonder how the 
church has survived all of its very 
human ministers, but mercifully God’s 
Spirit learned long ago how to work 
around us (and, thankfully, often 
through us!). But whether we are clergy 
or lay, the question is really the same: 
what has become of the gift of flexibil- 
ity? One of the greatest problems in any 
organization is the institutionalization 
of its practices. When there is no lon- 
ger any room to adjust and stretch in 
response to real human need, I believe 
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IT HAS BEEN MY 
LIFELONG EXPERIENCE 
THAT MUCH 
OF GIEE S MOst 
MEANINGFUL 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
ARE LIVED OUT IN THE 
INTERRUPTIONS'WHICH 
COME AMONG US, 
DAY AFTER DAY 


we have successfully lost faith with our 
calling to be Christ-like in the world. 
Consider the passage above from 
Luke’s gospel, chapter 8. In the span of 
less than four verses, Jesus returns to 
a welcoming multitude, responds to 
a man whose daughter is dying, deals 
again with this ever-present crowd, 
and swiftly attends to a woman with 
a blood hemorrhage. Yet nowhere 
in the passage do I hear the words, 
“One crisis at a time, please!” Because 
Jesus understands that the nature of 
life is predictably unpredictable. And 
a responsive, compassionate church 


must surely grasp the concept as well. 
I believe that one of the key marks of 
a lively, healthy faith community is 
the capacity to adapt and be flexible 
in response to human necessity, both 
within it and around it. In fact, not 
only is it a mark, but a requirement. 

Now that is not to say that bound- 
aries are unhelpful. Clearly, an ordered 
society respects that there are ben- 
efits to following appropriate chan- 
nels that are understood by all. We 
Presbyterians probably wrote the text- 
book on that one. But having said that, 
it has been my lifelong experience 
that much of life’s most meaningful 
accomplishments are lived out in the 
“interruptions” which come among 
us, day after day. Therefore, shouldn’t 
our attitude of service be one of open- 
ness to whatever possibilities may sur- 
face? Surely the ability to act swiftly in 
Jesus’ name is a sign that we really do 
care to make a positive difference. It 
also reflects the overflowing love and 
grace of God, and from my perspec- 
tive, the church in our time needs to 
be known for this and not for rigidity. 
Just like Jesus is. @ 


Grace and Peace, 


(2 ee 


Rev. Dr. Rick Horst is minister at St. 
Andrew’s, Barrie, Ont. Follow him at 
presbyterian.ca/moderator. 
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Does your new minister read the 


Presbyterian Record? 
Find out! 


Place your employment ad in our next issue and find the perfect candidate fast. 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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WF Back Ministry Opportunities 


The Life and Mission Agency is initiating the process to fill 
the executive position of Associate Secretary, Steward- 
ship at the national office in Toronto. As background to this 
action, during a time of adjustment and revisioning in the 


LMA, this position was filled through a two-year contract. 
That contract was extended one time. It is now felt that this 
should be regularized as directed by the Book of Forms. 

7 
A COMPLETE POSITION DESCRIPTION IS AVAILABLE ON 
THE WEBPAGE AT WWW.PRESBYTERIAN.CA 


APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY, LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY | 
50 WYNFORD DR., TORONTO, ON M3C 157 EMAIL: RFEE@PRESBYTERIAN.CA 
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Associate Minister (Pastoral Care) 


« REACH, 
ef” 

@ e 
% eS 
7s Vouerer we 
Are you called to minister primarily in the area of Pastoral Care? Is 
being part of a vibrant ministry team of three, in the thriving urban 
city of one million plus, where God wants you? If so, please prayerfully 
consider this opportunity. We are a congregation that supports and 
encourages its ministers and wishes to develop a more intentional 


approach to Pastoral Care for all its people, from the youngest to the 
eldest. You will play an instrumental role in making that a reality. 


. Please contact: Rev. Dr. Peter Coutts, Presbytery Representative 
pcoutts@standrewscalgary.ca 


Ministry 
Opportunities 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Summerside, P.E.I., Summerside; Interim 
Moderators Rev. Mark Buell, RR 1, Belle 
River, PE COA 1B0; mwbuell@ihis.org and 
Rev. Andrew Hutchinson, 18 Edgehill 
Terrace, Stratford, PE C1B 2V4; 
atgh@bellaliant.net. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 
EASTERN ONTARIO 

Winchester, Ont., St. Paul’s; Chesterville, St. 
Andrew’s; Morewood; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO Box 131, 
Maxville, ON KOC 1T0; 613-538-2582; 
jim_olga@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 
ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Brampton, St. Andrew’s; Senior Minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Harvey Self, PO Box 
276, Orangeville, ON LOW 2Z7;519-941- 
1334; office@tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org. 

Cambridge, Knox’s Galt; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Angus Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave.N., 
Cambridge, ON N1S 2L1;519-748-4540 
(office); ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

Colborne, Old St. Andrew’s; Half-time 
Minister; Interim Moderator Rev. David G. 
Cooper, 67 Victoria Ave., Belleville, 

ON K8N 2A1;613-242-6927; 
revdavecooper@gmail.com. 

Elmvale, Elmvale and Flos; Knox; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Karen Horst, 144-580 
West St.S., Orillia, ON L3V 6L8; 705-828- 
5412; karenhorst@rogers.com. 

Etobicoke, Graceview; (current minister 
retired November 2011); Interim Mo- 
derator Rev. Dr. Karen Dimock, c/o Mor- 
ningside-High Park Presbyterian Church, 
4 Morningside Ave., Toronto, ON MéS 


Saint Andrew’s Parry Sound 


We seek an energetic, evangelical minister with strong leadership and biblical 
preaching skills for this vibrant, mission minded congregation. This caring, 
compassionate pastor, open to change, will encourage the laity to share in 
leadership and worship. The 200 family congregation is a Christ centred ministry 
with a strong tradition of prayer and committed to the expansion of youth 
programs. 


Please contact our Interim Moderator: Rev. George Anderson 
c/o St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, 1 High Street, Huntsville, Ontario P1H 2R3 
705-789-2122 E-mail: george@standrewshuntsville.ca 


A Presbyterian church in the heart of Georgian Bay’s 30000 Islands 
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2V2; 416-766-4765; 
karendimock@bellnet.ca. 

Gravenhurst, Knox; Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Courtney M. Crawford, 
28 Gray St., PO Box 821, Coldwater, 

ON LOK 1E0; 705-238-8648; 
revcmcrawford@gmail.com. 

Markham, Markham Chinese; Full-time 
associate minister for English-speaking 
ministry, familiarity with Mandarin and 
Cantonese languages beneficial; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Sam Priestley, 19 Elm 
Lea St., Markham, ON L3P 3M8; 
905-294-1633; sam.priestley@bell.net. 

Nottawa, Emmanuel; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 
206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 
705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oshawa, St. Luke’s and St. James (new 
two-point charge); Joint Interim 
Moderators Rev. Dr. Lynda Reid, 
lyndareid@bellnet.ca and Rev. Dr. lan 
Clark, drianclark@gmail.com. 

Scarborough, St. David's; Interim 
Moderator Rev. J.P.lan Morrison, 

17 Earswick Dr., Scarborough, ON 
M1E 1C7; 416-265-0135; 
lan.morrison@bellnet.ca. 

Toronto, Calvin; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Dr. Harris Athanasiadis, 1 Greenland Rd., 
Toronto, ON M3C 2E4; 416-444-3471; 
hathan1964@hotmail.com. 

Toronto, Knox; Senior Minister; 

Interim Moderator Rev. Don Pollock, 
630 Spadina Ave., Toronto, ON 
M5S 2H4; donpoll@rogers.com. 

Toronto, St. John’s; Half-time 
Minister; Co-Interim Moderators 
Rev. Dr. Nick Athanasiadis, 
nick@leasidepresbyterianchurch.ca 
and Rev. Angela J. Cluney, 670 Eglinton 
Ave.E., Toronto, ON M4G 2K4; 
416-422-0510; 
angela@leasidepresbyterianchurch.ca. 

Toronto, Toronto Formosan; Full-time; 
Interim Moderators Rev.Wes 
Chang, tmpc97@gmail.com; and 
Rev. Beth McCutcheon, 
mb.mccutcheon@utoronto.ca. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
Brussels, Melville; Part-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Don McCallum, 
c/o Knox Presbyterian Church, 
220 Livingstone Ave. N., Listowel, 
ON N4W 1P9;519-291-4690; 
donpmccallum@wightman.ca. 
Dresden, St. Andrew's and Rutherford; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Douglas Cameron, 
251 Duncan St.,Wallaceburg, ON 
N8A 5G5;519-397-9132; 
pastordoug-im@thosecamerons.com. 


Hamilton, St. Cuthbert’s; True half-time 
position; Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Philip 
Wilson, c/o Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
720 Ninth Ave., Hamilton, ON L8T 2A3; 
905-385-5984; revpmw@shaw.ca. 

\l\derton, Bethel; Part-time; Carl Crossett, 
Convener of Search Committee, 

14846 Fifteen Mile Rd., RR 2, 
Denfield, ON NOM 1P0;519-225-2733; 
ccrossett@quadro.net. 

Port Colborne, First; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Raye Brown, 6 Burns Place, 

Fort Erie, ON L2A 3W1; 905-871-3450; 
rayebrown1953@gmail.com. 

St. Catharines, St. Giles; Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Douglas Schonberg, 
8280 Willoughby Dr., Niagara Falls, ON 
L2G 6X2; 905-295-4231; 
doug.schonberg@chippawapc.ca. 

Sarnia, St. Andrew’s; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Ena van Zoeren, PO Box 421, 
Wyoming,ON NON 1T0;519-845-1931; 
enavanz@gmail.com. 

Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. John Hibbs; 
905-627-9080; jayhibbs@cogeco.ca 

Teeswater, Knox and Kinlough; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Michael Rundle, 563 
11th St., Hanover, ON NAN 1T4;519-364- 
1622; michaelrundle_@hotmail.com. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 
NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Greenstone, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Half-time; 
Interim Moderator Bert Vancook, 207 S. 
Brodie St., Thunder Bay,ON P7E 1J6;807- 
622-4273; minister@saintapc.ca. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND 
THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Alta., Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Bob Smith, c/o Varsity Acres 
Presbyterian Church, 4612 Varsity 
Dr. NW, Calgary, AB T3A 1V7; 
403-288-0544; bob.smith@vapc.ca. 

Red Deer, Alta., Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Annabelle Wallace, 13820-109A Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T5M 2K1; 403-505-9736; 
annabellew@shaw.ca. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Synod staff person; Full-time; Location: 
resident of Vancouver area; 
Qualifications: Minister or Diaconal 
Minister (job description is available 
upon request); Contact Rev. R. Sparks, 
Clerk of Synod, PO Box 127, Quathiaski 
Cove, BC VOP 1NO; 250-285-2322; 
synodofbc@gicable.com. 

Vancouver, Burnaby Taiwanese; 


Obituaries Back 


Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Morgan Wong; 
pastor.morgan@vancpc.ca. 
Vernon, Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. David Heath; 250-860-6051; 
bntheredsh@gmail.com; 
www.pccweb.ca/Knox-Vernon. 
Victoria, Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. Ir- 
win Cunningham, c/o Saanich Peninsula 
Presbyterian Church, 9296 East Saanich 
Rd., North Saanich, BC V8L 1H8; 
250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. 


Obituaries 


English, Rev. J. Karl, June 
13;°“1935-Nov. ©29742011, 
passed away peacefully in 
Calgary, Alta., at the age of 
76 years. He is lovingly 
remembered and greatly 
missed by his wife of 50 
years, Barbara; his daughter Kathy (Terry) 
Basaraba and their children Andrew, Kristy 
and Matthew; his son Tim (Cindy) English 
and their children Adam and Scott; and his 
brother Gordon (Peggy) and his family. 

Karl was born and raised in Pictou, N.S., 
and he cherished his Pictou County roots. He 
graduated from Acadia University in Wolf- 
ville, N.S., and Knox College in Toronto and 
was ordained as a Presbyterian minister in 
1960. He served three charges in Ontario: 
Cochrane, Bracebridge/Gravenhurst and 
Chippawa Church in Niagara Falls. He spent 
the last 22 years of his ministry at St. An- 
drew’s Presbyterian Church in Calgary. His 
dedication to the church and his ability to 
engage people in its life and work were hall- 
marks of his ministries. For many years Karl 
was chair of the board of Ewart College and 
served on Assembly Council as well as num- 
erous national and presbytery committees. 

Travel, golf, genealogy research and 
summers on Caribou Island, N.S., kept him 
occupied in his spare time and especially 
following retirement. A celebration of Karl’s 
life was held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, Calgary, on Dec. 6, 2011. 


Garvin, Rev. Murray Lloyd. Many in Can- 
ada were shocked in mid-January to hear of 
the sudden death of Rev. Garvin, who at the 
time was teaching at Yu Shan Theological 
Seminary in Taiwan. This was his eighth 
year at the school in a volunteer role he had 
embraced following his retirement from 
pastoral ministry in the Slocan Valley, B.C. 
Murray had “missions” in his heart. > 
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Following his early years with the Board 
of World Mission in Fort St. John and the 
Canadian northwest, he was appointed as 
a missionary to Taiwan. There he became 
fluent in both Taiwanese and Mandarin and 
over the next 15 years he won the hearts 
of the Taiwanese people and the respect 
and love of the church through a ministry 
that spoke powerfully of a God of love and 
justice. He responded faithfully to many 
different assignments while in Taiwan, in- 
cluding acting associate general secretary 
of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan and 
later acting principal at Yu Shan Theo- 
logical College. But underlying all was his 
love for young people and his special inter- 
est in the aboriginal peoples of the church. 
Back in Canada in 1976, Murray took 
up pastoral ministry at Weston Presbyter- 
ian Church and from there moved to the 
national church offices as secretary for Mis- 
sion Education. He introduced fresh ideas 
and new approaches. Another avenue into 
which he poured his energy was the Cursillo 
movement which in its time touched the 
lives of many faithful people across Can- 
ada. His final years in ministry in the Slocan 
Valley, although quieter, were coloured still 
by his rich and compassionate relationships 
with his parishioners and colleagues. 
Murray will always hold a precious place 
in the hearts of those who knew and worked 
with him, especially Mary Helen, David, 
Ruth, Ann, Michael, Peter and their families. 


Johnson, Jessie L., 83, of The Ponds, 
N.S., formerly of Pictou, N.S., passed 
away peacefully on July 21, 2011. Born in 
Sunny Brae, N.S., she was the daughter of 
the late John I. and Rose (Williams) Mac- 
donald. A graduate of Normal College in 
Truro in 1947, she taught school in River 
John, Dartmouth and Pictou. After retire- 
ment in 1985 she began her new career of 
lay ministry. She preached throughout the 
Pictou presbytery in various vacancies and 
was known by many. 

She was the first woman to be ordained 
as an elder in St. Andrew’s Church, Pic- 
tou. In 1996, Jessie had the honour of 
being the first non-ordained person to be 
installed as moderator of Pictou presby- 
tery. She gave of her wisdom and talents 
to presbytery and synod committees and 
commissions as well as to the AMS and 
community associations. She dedicated 
her life to her children, her strength and 
faith having been an example to those 
who knew her. 

Jessie is survived by a daughter, Rev. 
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Gail Johnson-Murdock (Kevin); grandchil- 
dren Kaycee and David; brothers Robert 
(Joan) Macdonald of Hopewell and Earle 
(Gretchen) of Dartmouth; sisters-in-laws, 
brother-in-law, cousins, nieces and nephews. 
Besides her parents, she was predeceased 
by her husband George, son David, brother 
Jock and sister Madeline Russell. 


MacDonald, Rev. Glenn Sidney, aged 
59 of Pictou, N.S., formerly of Thor- 
burn, passed away peacefully surrounded 
by his family on August 9, 2011. A na- 
tive of Whycocomagh, N.S., Glenn at- 
tended school in Whycocomagh, and at 
Saint Francis Xavier University, McGill 
University, the Presbyterian College, 
Montreal and lately the Atlantic School 
of Theology in Halifax. He was ordained 
to the ministry of word and sacraments 
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada in 
his home church of St. Andrew’s, Why- 
cocomagh on May 17, 1977. He faithfully 
served the charges of Sherbrooke, Gle- 
nelg and Moser River (1977-1981); North 
River, North Shore, Indian Brook and 
Englishtown (1981-1990); and Thorburn 
and Sutherland’s River (1990-2005). 

Glenn was a diligent and proud ser- 
vant of the church, acting on committees 
of the General Assembly, the Synod of the 
Atlantic Provinces and the presbyteries of 
Cape Breton and Pictou, in both of which 
he served as moderator. He served as chap- 
lain in the militia to the Ist and 2nd Nova 
Scotia Highlanders,was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge and a life member of the 
Atlantic Mission Society. 

His greatest strengths in his ministry 
were his sense of humour, his enthusiasm 
in working with youth and the pleasure he 
took in sharing a pastoral visit or a casual 
conversation. Glenn always believed that 
religion was foremost about community; 
he saw himself as a part of the commun- 
ities he served, not apart from them. 

Glenn is survived by his wife Christina; 
sons Rev. Peter (Carol) of Big Bras d’Or, 
Robert of Halifax, Stephen of CFB Gage- 
town; granddaughter Phoebe; cherished 
aunt Glennie MacMillan of Sydney; beloved 
mother-in-law Roberta Cameron of Strath- 
lorne and a large and loving extended family. 


Smollett, Marian. The con- 
gregation of Knox, Iroquois, 
Ont., was saddened by the 
passing on of Marian Smol- 
lett on Nov. 5, 2011 at the 
age of 83. Marian was the 


beloved wife of Elder Ray Smollett; lov- 
ing mother of Gail Flinn (David), Gwen 
McGill (Rod) and Joyce Bartholomew 
(Wayne) of Iroquois, Ont., Brenda Mill- 
ward (Ian) of Morrisburg, Ont., and Helen 
Hawley (Doug) of Kingston, Ont.; eight 
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; a 
sister, Joan Williams of Calgary, Alta.; and 
many nieces and nephews. Her family was 
very important to her and were celebrated at 
birthdays and holidays. Her church family 
was very blessed by her devotion and par- 
ticipation. 

Marian was one of the founding mem- 
bers of the Knox Presbyterian Women’s 
Evening Auxiliary and was the food con- 
venor for many years. As a member she 
held other offices as well, and her insight 
into what was required by modern society 
and working women led to this evening 
group focusing on mission globally but 
also at home. She led the group in spon- 
soring three foster children from India, and 
supported local rummage sales and homes 
for abused women and children. Marian’s 
quiet nature and faithfulness will long be 
remembered. She was a leader who led by 
example, always ready to donate, always 
ready to serve. She canvassed for many 
charitable organizations. She loved ani- 
mals and fed the birds daily. 

Marian was a Sunday school teacher 
for years and also served as superintend- 
ant of the Sunday school during a critical 
time when the church purchased a van 
and provided transportation to meet- 
ings and group outings. She was Sunday 
school treasurer and ordered curricula 
and taught catechism to countless youth. 
Ecumenically minded, she stood on the 
World Day of Prayer committee as repre- 
sentative for Knox, Iroquois. She also led 
Children of the Church and her love of 
children and good humour were a delight 
to the church. 

Most remembered were her neighbour- 
ly ways. She enjoyed visiting with new 
mothers and with those who were new to 
the community. She would visit the sick 
and the shut-in and her inclusive manner 
helped to build up the church and commun- 
ity. Marian enjoyed life—picnics, games 
and celebrations. She made the yearly trip 
to Maxville for the Highland Games. In 
honour of her Scottish heritage, Marian 
(nee O’Meara) Smollett was piped in and 
out of Knox Presbyterian Church, Iroquois 
on November 8 for a final farewell. A lunch 
followed in the church hall to celebrate a 
life well lived. & 
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What you are experiencing is what the Bible refers to as darkness; 
or perhaps better put, the difference between dark and light 


cave system. And suddenly, if you're 
with me at least, my short attention 
span kicks in and the bear hunt is 
completely forgotten and has morphed 
into a spelunking expedition. Because 
Linda is not with us to smack me on 
the nose and bring me back on course, 
off we go crawling and feeling our 
way into the cave until we slip around 
several corners and through at least 
four tunnel junctions. And then, there 
is absolutely no evidence anymore of 
the opening that we slipped into. 

It is completely dark, absolutely 
black; there isn’t even a remnant of light 
left in our imagination. You touch your 
nose with your open hand and you can’t 
see it. Up, down and sideways seem to 
have ceased to exist in your world. What 
has replaced them is a fear in the pit of 
your stomach that we have no idea how 
we are going to find our way out of this 
absolute black maze of tunnels. You kick 
yourself for following such a complete 
dolt without question. And together 
we sit on the cold dirt with our backs 
to one another contemplating the dark 
labyrinth we have wandered into. 

Can you feel it? What you are 
experiencing is what the Bible refers to 
as darkness; or perhaps better put, the 
difference between dark and light. I 
did a little exegetical sleuthing. In the 
Hebraic mindset of the Bible, in the oft- 
employed metaphor of darkness used 
to depict evil and/or sin, whether it is 
used in an intellectual or moral sense, 
the darkness is absolute. There is no 
dusk—no shades of gray. It is cave-black 
darkness, the absolute absence of light; 
there is no light in it. Conversely, in the 
much-used metaphor of light, light is 
the absolute opposite to darkness. There 
is no darkness in it. Using the light and 
darkness metaphors in this way, the 
apostle John wrote: “This is the message 
we have heard from Him and declare 
to you: God is light; in Him there is no 


darkness at all.” (1 John 1:5) 

Regarding God being absolutely 
separate from sin and evil and any of 
its life-sucking products, I find this to be 
an extremely revealing and comforting 
metaphor as I come to God. And then 
along comes Paul using the same biblical 
metaphor but in a different way. 

Paul writes to the Ephesians: “For 
you were once darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Live as children 
of light.” (Ephesians 5:8) Paul is using 
the same biblical metaphor of light 
and darkness to speak about sin and 
evil, but now he is speaking about 
persons who are of faith in Christ 
and he is doing so using the emphatic 
words “were” and “are.” When Paul 
says, once you “were” darkness he is 
acutely emphasizing that our darkness 
is in the past, and at the same time 
acutely emphasizing that our light 
is the present reality. In so much of 
Paul’s writings he emphasizes what 
we were without Christ and what we 
are in Christ. 

Paul says that in Christ, we are light. 
Paul says live what we are. As usual, 
Paul leaves nothing to the imagination. 
He nails it down for me. Paul writes: 
“For the fruit of the light consists in 
all goodness, righteousness and truth.” 
(Ephesians 5:9-10) Live Christ like 
goodness, righteousness and truth. It 
sounds pretty heady to me. What on 
earth does that look like on the ground? 

Several years ago, we were on Our 
holidays out in the middle of nowhere 
in the West Chilcotin area of Central 
B.C. Linda, the kids and I were eating 
really nice greasy hamburgers in the 
tiny restaurant at Lee’s Corner. We 
were minding our own business, not 
doing anything particularly Christian 
you understand, when the only other 
people who happened to be in the place 
paid their bill and hesitantly came up to 
our table as they were leaving. 


The elderly woman said to us, 
“Excuse me; I don’t mean to be forward, ° 
but are you folks Christians?” 

I kind of looked over my shoulder a 
couple of times. In truth, I have to admit I 
kind of felt like my cover was just blown. 
I said, “yes” that we were Christians, that 
we were Presbyterian missionaries on a 
fishing mission in the Chilcotin. 

The man said, “We thought you 
were Christians, and just watching you 
has blessed us.” 

That was humbling to the extreme 
because as far as I knew the only thing 
significant that I had managed to do 
since sitting down in the restaurant 
was to drizzle beef grease all down my 
T-shirt. But it was the light of Christ 
that did it; the goodness, righteousness 
and truth that is in Christ and that 
gets deposited in the life of a person 
of faith in him. In an area where there 
ain’t exactly a whole lot of that going 
around, it shone forth through us and 
profoundly touched another person. 
And we had no idea. 

So you are back in the cave with 
me. Man, is it ever black in here. Can 
you feel it? I don’t have any matches 
or a flashlight; do you? Oh, you were 
out to supper last night and picked up 
a package of penny matches and stuck 
them in your back pocket. So why don’t 
you pull out the pack and in this absolute 
blackness, strike one little match? 

Can you describe the effect? That’s 
the effect, when you or I live Christ- 
like lives of goodness, righteousness 
and truth in the darkness of the world. 
The light of Christ in us exposes the 
darkness like a blinding light from a tiny 
match in a black cave. And it does not 
take much of a light to have a profound 
effect. Let it shine! @ 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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For the Journey 


Let it Shine 


BRINGING CHRIST'S LIGHT TO THE DARKEST OF PLACES. 


BY DAVID WEBBER 


if you will, that you have 
gone into the bush with me 
on a tramp through the winter snow (Linda can tell you 
from 42 years of personal experience that at this point 
you're probably in serious trouble). And, imagine if you 
will, that we somehow stumbled on what looks like a bear’s 
den—a rather ragged hole in the earth under a root-ball of 
a huge blown-over spruce tree. There is steam wafting up 
into the crisp wintry air from the hole. It’s probably bear 
exhaust—at least it smells like bear exhaust. 
If you’re tramping through the bush with me, there is 
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nothing for it but that we should go into that bear’s den to 
see what we can learn about bears and dens. And if you’re 
tramping through the bush with me, being an incorrigible 
minimalist in just about everything, | wouldn’t have any 
flashlight, and neither would I have any matches. 

So into the hole of the bear’s den we go. Fortunately 
there is no bear in the hole, which is a good thing because 
in my excitement and dotage I would have forgotten to take 
any precaution to make sure that there was no bear at home 
in the hole we just climbed into. What we find instead of a 
shallow bear’s den is the beginning of an elaborate tunnel and 
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Worthy of Their Hire 


MIGRANT WORKERS SPEND A LIFETIME IN CANADA WITHOUT MUCH PROTECTION. 


BY DAVID HARRIS 


he fatal crash in Ontario earlier 

this year that killed 10 migrant 

farm workers from Peru and the 
driver of the other vehicle stunned the 
country and broke our hearts. 

Most of them were related, all 
working on the farm of a fellow Peruvian, 
now a Canadian farmer, employing 
friends from his birth home as a way to 
help them and their families. 

It seems that only when some tragedy 
strikes do we even become aware of our 
migrant workers. Farmers know. Migrant 
workers are vital to the fruit-growing 
parts of our country, as the numbers in 
the top host provinces reveal. 

Two thirds of the 30,000 itinerant 
workers who come to Canada each year 
work in Ontario. B.C., Alberta and Nova 
Scotia are the other big destinations. 

While the pay is too low for Canadians, 
the remittances the workers send back 
home are vital to their families, drawing 
the same workers back year after year. 

A recent study by the Institute for 
Research on Public Policy found that 
from spring until fall, the same workers 
come to the same farms. Wilfrid Laurier 
University professor Jenna Hennebry, 
who led the study, was quoted in the 
Globe and Mail saying that there are 
“people who have spent the better part of 
their lives, five or 10 or 25 years, coming 
to Canada to the same communities Over 
and over.” 

Often they don’t speak English 
or French; almost none work with 
Canadians, meaning there is practically 
no integration in the communities where 
they work, despite spending at least half 
the year here. 

Globally, the figures for migrant 
workers are staggering. According to the 
World Bank: 

—In 2010, remittances were about 
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$480 billion and are expected to reach 
about $600 billion by 2014. 

—More than 215 million people live 
outside their countries of birth, and 
over 700 million migrate within their 
countries. 

—Remittances sent home by migrants 
‘accounted for two percent of GDP for 
all developing countries in 2008, but 
six percent of GDP for low-income 
countries. In some of the small 
low-income countries, remittances 
provided more than a fifth of GDP 
and are the largest source of foreign 
exchange. 

—Remittances to developing countries 
are three times more than development 
assistance. 

—Remittances result in increased 
health and education spending, and 
more involvement from the private 
sector; they reduce child labour and 
help people prepare better for natural 
disasters. 

In Canada, migrants work 60 to 70 
hours a week for minimum wage (about 
$10 an hour). They rarely get overtime. 
Provincial labour laws offer them so 
little protection from exploitative and 
uncaring employers that in 2010, the 
United Nations’ International Labour 
Organization ruled Ontario’s ban on 


farm unions violates basic human rights. 

And, as Quebec’s human _ rights 
commission noted: “[T]hese persons are 
part of the social fabric and contribute 
to the country’s economic health, in 
the same way as permanent residents or 
Canadian citizens.” 

But the commission was blunt about 
the exploitation involved: “Without 
ready access to migrant workers, many 
Quebec employers would be forced 
to improve unsatisfactory working 
conditions for these kinds of jobs.” 

Nor are the provinces solely 
responsible for preventing this. They are 
responsible for labour laws, but the federal 
government controls immigration. In 
2008, the number of temporary foreign 
workers exceeded the total number of 
permanent residents admitted to Canada, 
according to the Canadian Council 
for Refugees, of which the church is a 
member. 

Foreign skilled workers—and we 
need many of them—can be fast-tracked 
in the immigration process to become 
citizens. Unskilled farm workers—and we 
clearly need them, too—have practically 
no protection, let alone a chance to 
become citizens. At this stage, it’s not a 
question about fast-tracking, it’s about 
human dignity. 

As Troy Ebanks, a young Jamaican 
quoted in our cover story says: “Signing 
a [migrant work] contract is signing away 
your rights. ... But no contract is just as 
bad. There’s no security.” 

Our political will can make their 
lives better. We are literally reaping the 
benefits of their labour. Are they not 
worthy of their hire? = 
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Magazine 


Canada Bet 


Engage in Public Discourse 
Re Speaking Up When it Matters Most, 
January 

As a former journalist and editor, it 
seems to me most media seem primarily 
interested in presenting polar opposite 
positions and calling that news, rather 
than promoting intelligent, informed, 
enlightening discourse that actually 
leads to constructive conclusions. Then 
there are the well-financed special inter- 
est groups that feed the media. They 
have axes to grind that are not neces- 
sarily ours, something we must always 
keep in mind. 

There is a place for our faith in public 
life but we do it a grave disservice and 
invite charges of hypocrisy if our partici- 
pation in public discourse is not fully 
founded in that faith. If what we say 
relies even partially on partisan or facile 
positions or concepts or political correct- 
ness, and is then presented in a faith 
wrapping, we would call that hypocrisy. 

LEN WOLSTENHOLME, CALGARY 


Plaudits to editor David Harris for speak- 
ing up against the failure of church 
leaders to speak up. Not only have 
they been mute on the fallacies and 
follies of the so-called tough on crime 
bill and related social issues, but they 
have not yet had anything to say about 


Letters 


write to us 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. EMAIL US 
YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS ISSUE TO: 
LETTERS@PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


the Comprehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement either. They’ve been 
silent on the unbalanced, and prob- 
ably biased, rant by Minister Joe Oliver 
against foreign support for environ- 
mental groups, which ignores foreign 
involvement in major oil companies; 
and I’ve yet to hear criticism of the 
dubious and certainly debatable asser- 
tion that our industrial activities cause 
global warming. The list goes on and I, 
for one, wonder why. 

R. M. STRANG, SURREY, B.C. 


Two Types of Elders 
Re Ministry? What Ministry?, January 

I respectfully disagree with Bruce 
Fraser’s position and find it misguided. 
Within the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada we recognize individu- 
als ordained to the ministry of Word 
and Sacraments (teaching elders), and 
those ordained to ministry as ruling 
elders; the two “callings” are differ- 
ent. Consider: your child scrapes his 
knee and cries; you bandage it, give 
him a big kiss and say, “now you will 
be fine.” Does that make you a doctor? 
Because one can read or memorize the 
communion service simply does not 
qualify one to administer this sacra- 
ment (until our General Assembly in 
its wisdom permits). > 
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~~ Front Letters 


Rag Pontius’ Puddle 


HOH. T EITHER 
SANED THE 
WORLD FROM 

AN (INVASION , Of 
Tl Brew ABIE-TIME 
EVANGELISM 


TAKE ME 
TO YOUR. 
SPIRITUAL 
LEADER. 


You'Lt 

HAVE TO 
OEFINE | 
‘LEADER. 


WE HAVE A MINISTRY TEAM TO 
FACILITATE CHURCH LIFE, BOT 
WE ARRIVE AT KEY DECISIONS 
THROUGH THE PROCESS OF 
CONSENSUS, WHICH ENCOURAGES 
OS TO LOOK INSIDE CORCELVES 


Of course, those who espouse 
Mr. Fraser’s position could join the 
membership of the Salvation Army or 
the Quaker community where there are 
no sacraments. 

ROBERT FLINDALL, WOODSTOCK, ONT. 


Theology, Not History or 
Mythology 
Re Jesus in a Hurry, February 

One of my favourite features in the 
magazine is Progressive Lectionary by 
Laurence DeWolfe. In Jesus in a Hurry, 
DeWolfe begins: “The opening chapters 
of all four gospels are more important 
as theology than as history. ... Much 
of the richness is lost to us if we take 
these chapters first, and often only, as 
history.” He later writes, “The gospels 
represent an ancient literary form, in 
which the life story of a famous person 


begins with narrative that echoes stories 
from the past.” 

These comments were of particu- 
lar interest to me as, during the season 
of Advent, I read a little book by theo- 
logian Raymond E. Brown, A Coming 
Christ in Advent, which states, “We 
must content ourselves that there is 
no way to know precisely how histori- 
cal the infancy narratives are ... Thus 
we avoid both a naive fundamentalism 
that would take every word of these 
accounts as literal history and a destruc- 
tive skepticism that would reduce them 
to sheer mythology.” 

Now I do not recall in any of the 
Christmas sermons I have heard (and I 
have heard many) anything but a literal 
interpretation given to these beautiful 
nativity stories. Laurence DeWolfe and 
Father Brown give a different interpre- 


Please note our advertising 
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July/August 2012 issue — May 15,2012 
September 2012 issue — July 15,2012 
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tation that I believe makes these stories 
much more meaningful. 
LOIS KLEMPA, MONTREAL 


Word to Word 
In the December 2011 letters, Susan 
MacRae notes, “I am dismayed and also 
very saddened to learn that there are 
still people in the Presbyterian Church 
who prefer to quote ancient biblical 
texts regarding homosexuality ... Let us 
ask ourselves, ‘What would Jesus say?’” 
God has already spoken in His word 
but Ms. MacRae has dismissed it as an 
“ancient biblical text” with preference 
for a word from Revs. Brown, DeWolfe 
and Davis. 
REV. JOHN FRASER, BERMUDA 


One Record, Two Perspectives 

Once a month, the Presbyterian 
Record comes over my desk. Since the 
column authored by Lloyd Robertson 
has been discontinued, I have little 
reason to open the magazine! It 
contains some articles written by the 
editor, a few other boring articles, and 
some pictures of old people, mostly 
males, or even sometimes a female 
who has been at the organ console for 
SO years. 

Usually, I have some preconceived 
notion as to what I will find in these 
magazines, whether it will be some 
luscious doll who is trying to lure me 
from my chosen work; a word from 
one of my favourite people, like Dan 
Needles, Heather Smith Thomas, the 


Blue Pages, or Ted Meseyton; some- 
thing other than vacancies in some far 
away places that | have only heard of. 
In short, why would anyone publish 
such a magazine? 

E. H. OLDHAM, VIA EMAIL 


Each reader of any magazine has 
favourite sections. Mine include David 
Harris’ editorials, Pop Christianity, 
Theology 101 and Letters to the Editor. 
The letters are usually forcefully posi- 
tive or negative and often stimulate 
my return to the original articles for 
another reading! 

The January editorial challenged 
Canadian Christians: (a) to recog- 
nize that our religion ought to have 
greater visibility in public life and (b) 
to more vigorously speak out about 
current issues that broadly reflect the 
moral values of economic disparity, 
injustice and care of our neighbours. 
The Bible comments on these matters 
at length and the editorial suggests 
that we too ought to comment more 
in the public forum in the context 
of our Christian faith. For example, 
should we Christians speak out with 
louder voices about current political 
policies that carry a moral compo- 
nent: mandatory sentences, extra 
prison construction, military hard- 
ware spending, the abandonment of 
the Kyoto Protocol and the termina- 
tion of Kairos funding? 

The February issue introduced the 
five nominees for the next moderator 
and reported their visions for the future 
of our church. The issue also contained 
a feature article on Black History Month 
and suggested that the Presbyterian 
Church has special reasons to celebrate. 

Each issue every month has an abun- 
dance of diverse articles that inform, 
challenge and sometimes inspire. 

RALPH MORRIS, FONTHILL, ONT. 


The Editor responds: Thank you Mr. 
Oldham for hanging in with us for the 
past 22 years since Mr. Robertson last 
wrote a column. We hope one day to earn 
that loyalty. And, thank you Mr. Morris 
for your kind words. 
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Called For Life 
Re Taking Off the Robe, February 

Hugh Appel has written an excel- 
lent article on a much avoided subject. 
The issue is a matter of the Reformed 
doctrine of ministry. If the Presbyterian 
Church has a. strictly functional 
doctrine of ministry—that is, a minis- 
ter is a minister only so long as she or 
he is employed by a particular congre- 
gation or agency—then we are right 
on course. If however, we believe that 
ordained ministry is a lifetime calling, 
that retired ministers who fill pulpits, 
administer sacraments, call on the sick, 
bury the dead, offer daily prayers, and 
then, even when they are not able 
to perform these acts are still minis- 
ters, then, what a travesty to cut such 
people off from the life and work of the 
greater church. To have retired minis- 
ters removed when the _ presbytery 
moves in camera is an insult. If, after 
all their years of service, our retired 
men and women cannot be trusted to 
handle sensitive matters of the church, 
who can be? 

One is hard-pressed to find churches 
of any branch which make such a sharp 
distinction between active and retired 
ministers. The present system reflects a 
low view of the ministry and therefore 
a low view of the church. 

PHILIP J. LEE, SAINT JOHN, N.B. 


Clarifications: 

In his article Hugh Appel generously 
included his wife Jane in talking about his 
life and work as a minister. Technically, 
only one of them is ordained. 


A People and Places item in March 
misidentified a church. Rev. Mary Anne 
Grant baptized her grandson at Hardwood 
Lands, N.S. 
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Join a committee 
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have helped sustain for almost 
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your support! 
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> Front Pop Christianity 


Advocating for Advocacy - 


INCH BY INCH, ROW BY ROW. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


hile reading old news- 

papers recently (as one 

does) I came upon 

a curious headline: 
“Sterilization of retarded discussed.” 
It’s a small story, a few column inches 
in the back pages of a late-1979 Globe 
and Mail. A symposium at Montreal’s 
Centre for Bioethics had gathered, 
“doctors, lawyers, theologians, par- 
ents and professionals who work with 
the retarded ...” to discuss forms of 
treatment. 

What immediately struck me, of 
course, was use of the word “retarded.” 
We don’t use that word in that con- 
text anymore. The next thing was the 
issue of sterilization. While this is still 
a treatment option it is not as com- 
monly used, or even encouraged, as 
it was in the past. So what happened 
between then and now to change social 
and professional thinking on issues of 
rights, treatments and language? 

A small hint appears in the article. 
While the anonymous Canadian Press 
author—unedited, we can presume 
by the newspaper’s editors—does use 
the word “retarded,” a symposium 
organizer uses the phrase “mentally 
disabled.” That is, a leading thinker 
in the field is already making the lan- 
guage shift, and given the symposium 
theme, considering a shift in treat- 
ment as well. Meanwhile, the author 
and the various editors involved are 
reflecting the current values. 

So what happened over the past 
30 years to change things? For one, 
symposia like the one noted in the 
article. Probably dozens of them, 
before and since, maybe thousands 
around the world; and papers, articles, 
various conferences, back room 
debates, heated arguments over beers, 
petitions. In other words, small, teensy 
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tiny incremental changes involving 
not only professional practices, but 
also social attitudes and expectations. 

This is how advocacy of all sorts 
works—not with a bang, and not 
even with grand design. Erin Woods’ 
February article Black History Month 
was a small step in a process, which is 
added to other articles on issues of race, 
and conferences, and conversations, 


NOTHING HAPPENS 
WITHOUT EFFORT AND 
NOTHING HAPPENS 
OVERNIGHT 


which lead to debates at General 
Assembly, which slowly helps to make 
our church open to the membership, 
participation and contribution of 
people from around the world. We 
ain’t there yet; come to Oshawa this 
June and you'll see what I mean. 

This is how everything that has 
changed for the better has happened. 
Change for the worse happens 
in different ways, sort of an anti- 
advocacy. Through a _ complicated 
mixture of neglect, denial, arrogance, 
laziness; through blind comfort. This is 


what is meant when divorcing couples 
say, “We just drifted apart.” They fail 
to respect each other; they take each 
other for granted. 

Nothing happens without effort and 
nothing happens overnight. It takes 
work; we’re in this together; first to 
name needs, to identify options, to dis- 
cuss them, to advocate for them, to edu- 
cate. There was no name for child abuse 
30 years ago; and when the cases broke 
the first response then (and now) was 
to defend the abusers and mock the vic- 
tims. (For now: track the stories around 
college football at Penn State.) 

There was no name for spousal 
abuse a quarter century ago when | 
was chair of a social services agency. 
We were designing a poster on the 
issue and wanted to have about a 
dozen or so anti-abuse slogans writ- 
ten in different languages. Even then 
the word abuse was being used in a 
new way in Canadian society; in 
many other languages there were no 
common phrases forbidding beating 
your wife. (In fact, in many cultures, 
including the Judeo-Christian tradi- 
tion, there are many wisdom and 
philosophy texts that advocate such 
action.) We ended up with strained 
translations—weird stuff like, “A beat- 
en donkey carries no load”—which 
might speak to the issue. 

There’s hint of another change in the 
quotation above, which you may have 
noticed. That symposium then invited 
“theologians.” It is unlikely they would 
be invited to similar conferences today 
because cultural attitudes towards 
Christianity have changed drastically. 
We’ll count that as a bad change; and, 
it happened on our watch. @ 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s 
managing editor. 
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Churches Face More Taxes 


THIRD-PARTY RENTALS MAY CAUSE RISE IN PROPERTY TAXES. BY CONNIE WARDLE 


THOUGH WORSHIP SPACES are exempt 
from property taxes in Ontario, those 
portions of the building rented to com- 
mercial interests are taxable. 

Trafalgar, Oakville, Ont., has long 
paid about $1,300 annually in property 
taxes on that portion of its 8,700-square 
foot building rented out to a daycare. 
A $4,510 re-assessment bill for the first 
six months of 2012 was a severe shock. 

The church built an addition to 
its building 10 years ago and the new 
space had never been evaluated by 
a representative from the Municipal 
Property Assessment Corporation, Rev. 
Kristine O’Brien said. In September an 
inspector visited the church to reassess 
its value and use. 

In Ontario, the Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation is responsible 
for classifying and determining the 
current value of a property. Municipal- 
ities set tax rates for properties in their 
jurisdiction and use the MPAC assess- 
ments to calculate and issue taxes. 

In the end, the extension was 
considered exempt from _ property 
taxes because the space was used 
predominantly for Sunday school, 
and was therefore connected to 
worship. The daycare, however, was a 
different story. 

“The daycare, because they have a 
signed lease agreement with us and area 
business, are considered to be commer- 
cial,” O’Brien said. “The space that they 
use is not deemed exempt because it is 
not used for worship purposes.” 

Although some sections of the 
building are used by the church as well 
as the daycare, the inspector consid- 
ered more than 2,000 square feet to be 


used primarily by the daycare. 

The church’s leaders were still eval- 
uating their options at press time, but 
O’Brien said the session was planning 
to ask for a reassessment from MPAC. 


In Ontario, the 
Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation 
is responsible for 
classifying and 
determining the current 
value of a property 


Such a request can be submitted 
anytime before Dec. 31 of the taxation year. 

Trafalgar was the second church in 
the Presbytery of Brampton to be hit 
with a higher than expected tax bill, 
although the two churches were in 
different municipalities. St. Andrew’s in 
Port Credit, part of the City of Missis- 
sauga, saw their property taxes jump by 
several thousand dollars in 2011 because 
of nursery schools that rent portions of 
the building during the week. 

The notice of reassessment had 
been overlooked (or its full impli- 
cations underappreciated) during a 
period of transition between trea- 
surers. The late discovery of the tax 
increase meant the church had missed 
the deadline to request a reconsidera- 
tion from MPAC for that year. 

A committee struck by session 
filed a tax appeal with the City of 
Mississauga under section 357 of the 


Municipal Act, alleging the church 
had been overcharged due to “gross 
or manifest error.” As of press time, 
they were still waiting for a reply 
from the city. 

A second inspector sent by MPAC 
as a result of the appeal agreed the 
previous assessment was incorrect in 
some places. The church has made 
a request for reconsideration from 
MPAC in 2012. 

Churches and eligible charities also 
have the option of filing a complaint 
with the Assessment Review Board, 
an independent tribunal, to resolve 
property classification and assessment 
concerns. There are special forms 
and fees that apply. Unless otherwise 
noted on the supplementary assess- 
ment notice, complaints can be filed 
until March 31 of a taxation year. 

“Carefully scrutinize the prop- 
erty details and assumptions which 
underlie the assessment from MPAC,” 
suggested Donna Gallant, an elder 
at St. Andrew’s and a member of 
the committee struck to review the 
church’s options. 

Churches should also examine 
their written agreements with third 
party tenants, especially businesses, 
since these documents are reviewed by 
MPAC as part of its assessment process, 
she said. 

Both O’Brien and Gallant said the 
implications of their assessments could 
have affected the relationship between 
the churches and the tenants that have 
rented space for many years. @ 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s senior staff 
writer. 
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Hakka Bible Complete 

AFTER 26 YEARS in the making, 
Taiwan’s first Hakka Bible is complete. 
Missionary Paul McLean has been 
involved in the translation since the 
beginning. Six thousand copies are 
expected to be printed by the end of 
March. 

“People are excited as they wait 
for the new Hakka Bible, not only in 
Taiwan but around the world,” said 
McLean. “We have received inquiries, 
plus words of encouragement and 
prayer support from interested people 
in Australia, New Zealand, Tahiti, 
Panama, England, the United States 
and Canada.” 

McLean and his wife, Mary Beth, 
who works at the church’s national of- 
fices, will be in Taiwan in April for the 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan’s Gen- 
eral Assembly, during which the new 
Bible will be dedicated. The PCT will 
also be inaugurating a special year of 
Hakka mission. —Erin Woods 


Glynis Williams Appointed 

to International Ministries 

REV. DR. GLYNIS WILLIAMS will be leav- 
ing her post at the refugee ministry she 
helped create and taking up the reigns 
of the church’s International Minis- 
tries office in Toronto this fall. 

She will replace longtime associate 
secretary Rev. Dr. Ron Wallace who 
retires this June. Williams’ appoint- 
ment should take effect Oct. 1. 

The Montreal native founded 
Action Réfugiés Montreal, an ecumen- 
ical ministry of the Presbyterian and 
Anglican churches, and has served as 
its executive director since 1994. The 
Presbyterian College, where she studied, 
awarded her an honorary doctorate of 
divinity in 2009 and she was a nominee 
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Rev. Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit 


international Visitors to National Offices © 


John Nduna 


TWO INTERNATIONAL ECUMENICAL LEADERS visited national offices 
recently. Rev. Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit met with national staff and the 
| church’s ecumenical relations committee in March. He later spoke 
| about church unity at St. Andrew’s, King Street, Toronto. 

“Unity cannot be in international organizations in an office in Ge- 
neva,” he said. “The unity we seek must be something that has a mean- 
ing and a proven reality at the local context of the church.” 

John Nduna, head of the Action by Churches Together Alliance, 
visited Canadian partner agencies including Presbyterian World Ser- 
| vice and Development in February. He met with staff and offered a 
presentation about the work of the Geneva-based organization, which 
coordinates emergency response and development projects through its 
web of partner agencies around the world. 

“T think there has been a recognition that churches are doing just 
as much professional work [as secular organizations], if not better, be- 
cause we are locally rooted ... but globally connected,” he told the 


Record. “I think there’s a lot of respect now even within UN circles.” @ 


Ne : 


for moderator of the Presbyterian 

Church’s 2011 General Assembly. 
International Ministries is a depart- 

ment of the Life and Mission Agency 


and is responsible for overseas mission 
staff, international partnerships, 
and an assortment of projects and 
programs. ™ —Connie Wardle 


Evangel Hall Raises Thousands 
EVANGEL HALL MISSION’S fourth annual 
Compassionate Hearts gala raised over 
$26,000 for the mission’s health and 
dental clinic. Held at Toronto’s Palais 
Royale with 160 guests in February, the 
evening’s highlights included a wine 
tasting sponsored by Tre Amici Wines 
and a musical performance by Agnes 
Zsigovics, who was accompanied by 
Michel Ross. A silent auction featured 
original art, jewellery and vacations in 
Ontario and Newfoundland. 

“Homelessness ... is associated 
with high rates of illness and poor 
oral health,” Evangel Hall’s executive 
director Joseph Taylor told the Record. 
“Mortality rates for homeless people 
are up to nine times higher than the 
general population.” 

In the last year the clinic has served 
more than 1,100 individuals who have 
no other access to health and dental 
care. sa—EW 


Equipping Parents 

IT |S WIDELY ACCEPTED that parents are 
the primary faith nurturers of young 
people, yet most often congregations 
focus on the one hour a week children 
and youth are at church, not on the 
countless hours they are within the 
family unit. 

Members of eight churches met on 
Feb. 4, for a Family Circles Workshop 
at Central, Hamilton, Ont., learning, 
sharing and dreaming about families 
that regularly share meals, play togeth- 
er, talk and reflect on Bible stories, and 
pray together. 

Using the Logos@Home: A Ministry 
Resource for Families curriculum, they 
experienced how a family would 
gather together to eat, play, worship 
and pray. 

My family group had an Egyptian 
theme night as we recalled Jesus fleeing 
to Egypt shortly after his birth. First 
we played as we created our dinner 
placemats, spelling our names on 
them with hieroglyphic symbols. We 
continued in our play as I was wrapped 


Community news 
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College Convocations | 
THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MONTREAL 


WHEN: May 10 at 7:30 p.m. 


LOCATION: Church of St. Andrew and St. Paul (3415 Redpath St., Montreal) 
CONVOCATION SPEAKER: Rev. Dr. Clyde Ervine, minister at Central, 


Hamilton, Ont. 


HONORARY DOCTORATE OF DIVINITY DEGREE RECIPIENT: Rev. Dr. Linda 
J. Bell, minister at Gale, Elmira, Ont., and in 1992 the first woman to be 
elected moderator of a General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 


Canada. 


KNOX COLLEGE, TORONTO 
WHEN: May 9 at 7:30 p.m. 


LOCATION: Convocation Hall (University of Toronto) 
CONVOCATION SPEAKER: Rev. Dr. Malcolm Warford, author of The Spirit’s 


Tether: Eight Lives in Ministry 


Presbyterian in Malawi. 


A pre-convention workshop entitled The Hidden World of Ministry will | 
be led by Rev. Dr. Malcolm Warford from 9 until 12:30. Registration is $30 
until April 20 and $45 thereafter. More information is available at knox. 


utoronto.ca/convocation. 


VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
WHEN: May 7 at 7:00 p.m. 


LOCATION: Shaughnessy Heights United Church (1550 West 33 Ave., Vancouver) | 
CONVOCATION SPEAKER: Rev. Dr. Edwin Searcy, minister, University Hill United 
HONORARY DOCTORATE OF DIVINITY DEGREE RECIPIENTS: Rev. Margaret 
Mullin, executive director of Winnipeg Inner City Missions, and United 
Church ministers Rev. Robert Burrows and Rev. Gary Paterson. 


Se 


HONORARY DOCTORATE OF DIVINITY DEGREE RECIPIENT: Rev. Dr. Silas 
Ncozana, vice-chancellor and professor of church history at Sindima 
Memorial Institute, a former general secretary of Blantyre synod and a 
former moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Central Africa 


as a mummy before we studied God’s 
word through a dramatic reading of 
Matthew 2:13-23. 

As a parent of young children, | 
loved the possibilities in this curric- 
ulum. It is essential for us to assist 
families in the exciting and often 
intimidating task of passing on our 
faith to our little ones. 

The event was sponsored by the 
Synod of Southwestern Ontario, the 
Presbytery of Hamilton and Central 
Church. = —Colleen Wood 


Update on PWS&D-CIDA 
IN DECEMBER 2011 Presbyterian World 
Service and Development endorsed a 


three-year agreement with CIDA to 
fund maternal health programs in 
Afghanistan and Malawi. PWS&D 
is expected to sign the finalized 
agreement this spring. The total 
program budget is $2 million, with 
$1.5 million coming from CIDA. 
“PWS&D._ needs to contribute its 
share of the program—25 per cent, or 
about $500,000 over the three years,” 
PSW&D's senior program coordinator 
Guy Smagghe told the Record. The 
organization was one of 28 in Canada 
to submit successful proposals to 
the Muskoka Initiative on Maternal, 
Newborn and Child Health, a project 
endorsed by the 2010 G-8 summit. >» 
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“In Malawi,” Smagghe said, “one 
main objective is to break the barriers 
preventing women from accessing care 
when they’re pregnant.” Many women 
suffer complications in childbirth 
because they do not have transporta- 
tion to the hospital. Smagghe added, 
“They don’t feel they have the right to 
hospital care and/or they believe that 
their local birth attendant can handle 
the whole delivery at home.” 

In Afghanistan, PWS&D’s_ work 
has a different focus. The country has 
one of the world’s highest maternal 
mortality rates, mainly because of a 
lack of health care and health educa- 
tion. Child mortality is also high. 
PWS&D aims to work with existing 
clinics and health care providers to 
upgrade facilities, build new delivery 
rooms, change community attitudes 
toward maternal health care and train 
skilled birth attendants. 

As the Muskoka Declaration 
requires, PWS&D’s new programs 
are led by partners in the beneficiary 
countries: the Uchembere Network 
for Maternal Health in Malawi and 
Church World Service  Pakistan/ 
Afghanistan. Those partners devel- 
oped the initial proposal to CIDA and 
are now establishing baselines and 
targets to track the effectiveness of the 
programs. &@ —EW 


New Book Inspires Hope 
CHARLIE’S QUEST, by Don Davis, of St. 
Andrew’s, Owen Sound, Ont., spot- 
lights a unique personal relationship 
with a disabled person, and the les- 
sons of hope and determination that 
were learned along the way. 

“My goal was to write an inspira- 
tional book that would help anyone 
who is facing a difficult life situation 
and offer them hope that there is a path 
to a new and more meaningful life,” 
Davis told the Record. 

The book is based on a person Davis 
met in 1967; in 2000 he published 
an article in the Record titled Charlie: 
Lessons of Love from a Wheelchair. He 
has been working on the book for the 
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past decade. 

“Recovering from a major life- 
changing injury is a difficult process 
and many are unable to make the tran- 
sition into a new and meaningful life,” 
he said. “The Canadian Armed Forces 
are now using my book as a rehabilita- 
tion tool with their injured soldiers.” 

Charlie’s Quest is available through 
the WMS Book Room. m —Amy 
MacLachlan 


Canadian Ministries 

Updates Application 
Procedures 

THE LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY com- 
mittee has changed Canadian Minis- 
tries’ grant policies to streamline the 
application process and place decision- 
making in the hands of a committee. 

Previously, an application for a 
grant from Canadian Ministries had 
to be approved by two courts of the 
church—the applicant’s governing 
presbytery as well as the synod— 
before it could be evaluated by the 
grant committee and decided upon 
by the associate secretary of Canadian 
Ministries. 

Since synods meet only once each 
year, exceptions were made; appli- 
cations approved by __presbyteries 
after their synod’s meeting were sent 
directly to Canadian Ministries. 

The new process eliminates the 
need for synod approval. Missions and 
ministries will have their applications 
approved by their presbyteries, then 
sent directly to Canadian Ministries. 

“T believe by leaving out the synod 
level we'll be able to be more nimble in 
our granting process,” Ian MacDonald, 
associate secretary of Canadian Minis- 
tries, told the Life and Mission Agency 
committee at their March meeting. 

Camps and other ministries at the 
synod level will have their applications 
approved by their synods rather than 
presbyteries, since the synod is the 
court to which they are accountable. 

Changes have also been made to 
the form and function of the grants 
committee. 


Previously made up of members 
appointed by their respective synods, 
the committee met once per year and 
acted in an advisory capacity. Final 
decision-making was left in the hands 
of the associate secretary of the depart- 
ment, with input from the general 
secretary of the Life and Mission 
Agency. 

This committee has been replaced 
with a nine member LMA-appointed 
standing committee, with the associate 
secretary for Canadian Ministries and 
the general secretary of the LMA acting 
as voting ex-officio members. The 
committee will normally meet four 
times each year and will be responsible 
for decisions about grants. m# —Connie 
Wardle 


Matching Needs Leads to 
Partnership 

A MISSION-MINDED CHURCH without 
a coordinator and a mission without 
a space announced a partnership in 
February. 

For almost 20 years, St. Andrew’s, 
Kingston, Ont., has offered a hot meal 
and fellowship on Sunday evenings 
from September to June for lonely 
people or those in need. However a 
flood in the church hall last summer— 
along with the lack of a coordinator for 
these meals—suspended operations. 

Kingston Street Mission has parked 
its truck on a corner of St. Andrew’s 
property for almost the same amount 
of time. It provides a warm place, hot 
beverages, food, clothing, blankets 
and community for those who are 
trying to escape the cold nights on 
Kingston’s streets. The mission oper- 
ates from 8 p.m. to midnight during 
the winter months. 

The mission was facing the possi- 
bility of replacing its food truck at great 
cost and St. Andrew’s was looking for 
a coordinator for their Sunday meals. 
The partnership will enable both min- 
istries to continue and evolve. 

The mission will start using the 
church hall in March.s —with files 
from St. Andrew’s, Kingston, Ont. 


World News 


| 
World news Se 


Ugandan Faith Leaders 
Critique Joseph Kony Video 
THE VIRAL INTERNET VIDEO “Kony 
2012” brought attention to Ugandan 
rebel leader Joseph Kony but has been 
criticised by faith leaders in the region. 

“We see it as being outdated. It 
should have been released in 2003 ... 
but now that it is drawing a new atten- 
tion to the problem, we would like the 
international community to find ways 
of stopping Kony. He is still there,” 
said Anglican Bishop Johnson Gakum- 
ba of Northern Uganda diocese. 

“Our proposal is dialogue, since 
we believe the military option will not 
help,” added Gakumba, also the chair 
of the interfaith Acholi Religious Lead- 
ers Peace Initiatives. 

“The video] lacks the current facts 
of the [Lord’s Resistance Army’s] ac- 
tivities. The video misrepresents the 
current situation on the ground and is 
full of over simplified justifications,” 
the ARLPI said in a statement. m —ENI 


Campaign for Liberian 
Christian State 

AT THE PRECINCTS OF OLD PROVIDENCE 
Baptist Church in Monrovia, Liberia’s 
capital city, hundreds of civilians have 
been signing a petition that is seeking 
to make the West African country a 
Christian nation. 

But the campaign is being ques- 
tioned by prominent Christian leaders 
who are cautioning that the change 
will split the country on religious lines 
and lead to instability. Roman Cath- 
olic Archbishop Lewis Jerome Zeigler 
of Monrovia said the country should 
remain a secular state, where all faiths 
practice their faith freely. 

“(A main) Christian principle is 
love your brother and your sister ... 
Why do we want to select one religion 
among other religions?” Zeigler was 


if 
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A box of Kony 2012 campaign posters at the Invisible Children offices in San Diego. 
The workers are monitoring the social media impact of their Kony 2012 campaign. 


quoted as saying in the New Democrat. 

Liberia’s constitution grants all citi- 
zens freedom of religion, thought and 
conscience but the campaigners are 
seeking to amend parts of that consti- 
tution to revert to the 1848 Christian 
one. 

The campaigners say they want to 
“give back the country to God.” Jonah 
Woiwor, the committee’s chairperson, 
told reporters that the campaign was 
not opposing the existence of other 
faiths in the country. 

“True Christians will only opt for 
an equal society ... Diversity will not 
harm us, but better us,” he said. 

Christians account for 85.5 per 
cent of the population and Muslims 
12.2 per cent. # —ENI 


Cameroon Fears Expansion 
of Extremism from Nigeria 
THE CAMPAIGN OF VIOLENCE in Nigeria 
carried out by the Islamist sect Boko 
Haram has raised fears of religious 
extremism gaining a foothold in 


Cameroon, its neighbour to the east. 

Secular and religious authorities 
have warned against following a group 
responsible for an estimated 450 kill- 
ings in 2011 and has stated it wants to 
replace Nigeria’s secular government 
with Shariah, or Muslim law to address 
poverty and injustice. 

The president of the Cameroon 
Association of Imams, Sheik Ibrahim 
Mbombo Mubarak has said he is 
concerned that some Muslim leaders 
have welcomed the “hate doctrine,” 
and have allowed Boko Haram faithful 
to preach in their mosques. 

Political leaders have said they are 
concerned that poverty in Cameroon, 
where 40 per cent of the population 
lives on less than one dollar per day, 
could make Boko Haram attractive to 
many people. 

“They came here and told me that 
all our problems are caused by Western 
education and Western ideas,” a resi- 
dent of Lagdo, Oumarou Djam, told 
ENInews. @ —ENI 
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DP news Lives Lived 


The Legacy of John Moir 


REMEMBERING A TEACHER, AUTHOR, AND MAN OF FAITH. BY SETH VEENSTRA 


DR. JOHN SARGENT MOIR, professor, au- 
thor, and renowned church historian 
passed away March 9 at the age of 86. 

“Tt’s impossible for anyone to write 
about the history of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada without John’s 
name coming up,” said Rev. Peter Bush, 
minister at Westwood, Winnipeg, and 
longtime editor of the Presbyterian 
History newsletter. 

Moir wrote and edited many 
books about Canadian history and 
the church. His book Enduring Wit- 
ness is widely considered essential 
reading for any scholar of the PCC. 
He taught history at Carleton Uni- 
versity in Ottawa for a decade and at 
the University of Toronto (where he 
was professor emeritus) for 24 years. 
Although he was a well-respected 


he 


Dr. John Sargent Moir 


scholar, Moir was “gracious” accord- 
ing to his former students. 

“I remember John saying, my work 
is not the last word—just a word,” said 
Dr. Mark McGowan, a former student 
of Moir and now principal emeritus at 
University of Toronto’s St. Michael’s 
College. “He was fond of calling his 
work ‘trial balloons’ ... He always rec- 
ognized there was more to be said and 
hoped his work would encourage other 


scholars to do more research.” 

John Moir, the author, has left a body 
of work, but as Bush noted, “a more sub- 
tle, but no less important legacy” lives 
on: his students. 

“He is the reason I’m here at the 
archives,” shared Kim Arnold, church 
archivist, former student, and friend of 
Moir’s. 

Arnold drew on the words of Martin 
Luther King Jr. to describe her mentor at 
a tribute dinner in 2001: “Everyone has 
the power for greatness—not for fame, 
but for greatness because greatness is de- 
termined by service.” 

Kim Arnold’s full tribute to John 
Moir is available on our website at 
presbyterianrecord.ca. @ 


Seth Veenstra is the Record’s staff writer. 


Doing Church 


The Other Six Days 
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UNIQUE WAYS OF SHARING THE GOSPEL MESSAGE. BY BRAD CHILDS 


CHURCH FRANCHISING 

LifeChurch.tv or “Life Church” is generally considered 

the second largest church in the United States. It has 
locations in five different states, and is more like 12 
different churches—except it’s not. Though the church has 
multiple “campuses” it really has just one “lead pastor” 
or “teaching pastor” who is broadcast on giant screens to 
all the different locations (and online) each week. Although 
the church has a huge weekly attendance, it officially has 
no membership. Instead it focuses on “partners” in various 
stages of involvement. The church also has its own tech 
crew who developed the world’s most popular cellphone 
Bible application. Oh, and because they want all Christian 
churches to reach people for Christ, they offer all kinds of 
free assistance to other churches on their website. 


| lifechurch.tv 


\ 
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DRIVE-IN CHURCH 
Drive-in churches have existed ever since the 1950s. Church 
of the Master Presbyterian Church in McKinney, Texas, has a 
new twist. At 10:30 a.m. on any given Sunday, worshippers 
are invited to a building with a half-covered space leading into 
the sanctuary. There you can either sit in the first few rows or 
remain in the comfort of your own car. To listen to the service 
you just patch yourself into the assigned radio frequency - 

and there you go. As Rev. David Ray explains it, it’s a new 
“open door” concept for worship that is attracting a lot of new 
people from different ages and backgrounds that the church 
might not normally reach. The service is called “Sanctuary 
Under the Sky.” Leave it to the Texans. 
preschurchmaster.org. @ 


Rev. Brad Childs is minister at First, Regina. 
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Letter from the Holy Land 


First Steps 


Letter from... news 


THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY NEEDS TO BE BETTER INFORMED BEFORE PEACE CAN COME 
TO ISRAEL AND PALESTINE. BY FARID AYOUB 


“WE ARE NOT VICTIMS AND 
WE CANNOT be forced to 
hate,” said Dawoud Nassar, 
a Christian Palestinian 
farmer and founder of Tent 
of Nations, an educational 
and environmental farm 
in the West Bank that 
seeks to build bridges 
between different people, 
and between people and 
the land. This comment, 
for me, sums up what I 
discovered during a trip 
to the Holy Land last year, 
and the views of many 
Palestinians living there. 
Namely, that all human 
beings want to live in peace 
and security, and many individuals are 
actively working towards that goal. 

Last July, together with other 
young Christians from around the 
world, I embarked on a journey of 
learning and discovery to the Holy 
Land of Israel and Palestine. I had read 
about it and followed the news, but 
had never set my feet upon it. Even 
though I had been fairly knowledge- 
able about its history, there is nothing 
like experiencing the people, places 
and scenes which make it so different 
from anywhere else. 

Although I was happy to visit many 
of the Christian holy sites such as the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the 
Church of the Nativity, and to walk 
through the bustling Via Dolorosa, 
I didn’t feel much of a spiritual pres- 
ence because of the frenzy that char- 
acterizes the summer season; a time 
when huge groups of pilgrims from all 


Palestinian children the author met during his trip. 


An image which will 
stick with me forever 
is the bullet marks on 
the convent of the 
Church of the Nativity 
in Bethlehem 


over the world swarm the holy sites. 
However, as I was meditating in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and walking 
through Jesus’ town, Capernaum, I did 
experience a somewhat supernatural 
feeling because of the stillness found 
there, and the incomparable feeling of 
walking in Jesus’ footsteps. 

While visiting the different parts 
of Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Hebron, 
I was struck by the courage of indi- 


vidual Jewish Israelis 
and Christian and 
Muslim Palestinians 


who are working tire- 
lessly to bring an end 
to the cycle of violence 
plaguing their peoples. 
One of these individuals 
is Inbal, a young Jewish 
woman from Jerusalem 
who, as all Israelis must 
do when they reach the 
age of 18, completed her 
mandatory service in the 
Israeli Defense Forces 
(IDF) at one of the 522 
checkpoints — scattered 
throughout the land. 
These are ostensibly to 
ensure the security of Israelis living 
in the West Bank. During her time 
in the IDF, Inbal realized that these 
roadblocks and closures violate not 
only Palestinians’ freedom of move- 
ment, a basic human right, but they 
also dehumanize Palestinians and 
trample on their dignity. She shared 
stories of Palestinian women giving 
birth at checkpoints because IDF 
soldiers refused to allow them to cross 
into the territory controlled by Israel. 
After completing her duty, Inbal 
became a _ conscientious objector 
to the occupation and the IDF, and 
joined the Israeli Committee Against 
House Demolitions. This group was 
founded to actively resist Israel’s 
occupation of the Palestinian Terri- 
tories and the IDF’s demolitions of 
Palestinian houses in the West Bank. 

An image which will stick with 
me forever is of the bullet marks > 
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PP) news Letter from.... 


on the convent of the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem, a legacy of the 
39-day siege in the place where our 
Saviour is believed to have been born. 
George, our guide, who was actually 
in the church for the duration of the 
siege, told us that the IDF placed three 
cranes carrying automatic machine 
guns in the middle of Nativity Square. 
The guns were programmed to fire on 
anything that moved on the roof of 
the church, since Palestinian militants 
were hiding inside. He described the 
horrible stench that spread because 
they were unable to bury the eight 
people killed during the siege. 

A spokesman for Catholic monks 
in the Holy Land described the siege as 


wom a . ie nee cites 
rok caltespond || 2c" 


Claire is a volunteer for Maschom 


Se Ree Fy NRA Se Ree mee Watch, an organization composed 
As emergency situations continue to arise around the world, you ; ; 
of Jewish Israeli women who volun- 


can help ensure our church is ready to reach out to those in most tarily monitor how IDF soldiers treat 
need. Your donations to PWS&D provide desperately needed Palestinians at checkpoints and docu- 
relief following times of crisis. Working through local partners, ment human rights abuses. She told us 
together we can help victims receive food, clean water, shelter that she wants to end the occupation 
and emotional support, while also committing to longer-term because she wants to protect her grand- 


efforts to support people as they rebuild and recover. Cluldien fromthe tele as 
tinian boy would want to exact after 


watching his father being humiliated 
at a checkpoint. She said the occupa- 
tion is a threat to Israel’s security and is 
not protecting it from future terrorism. 

With the newness of spring now 
upon us, my wish is not for lofty 
desires such as world peace and the end 


Pakistan of suffering in the world. No, my wish 
is for the international community 
re 50 Wynford Dr., Toronto ON M3C 1J7 to become better informed about the 
& Development 1-800-619-7301 ¢ www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd conflict in the Holy Land. Only then 
can we start on the road to fulfilling 
(4 Yes! | want to help provide relief after disaster! nS OE See 
Enclosed is my donation for PWS&D’s emergency relief work for: $ | Farid Ayoub is a member at St. Andrew’s, 


Ottawa. He attended the Sabeel 
International Youth Conference, exploring 
Address: beatae, : ‘ 

peace and justice issues in Palestine and 
Email: Israel, in July 2011. The Presbyterian 
Please make cheques payable to PWS&D « Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving Church in Canada sends youth to the 
conference each year through its Youth in 
Mission program. 
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‘The Best in Africa’ 


MISSIONARY’S HIV/AIDS WORK REAPS REWARDS IN KENYA. BY CONNIE WARDLE 


hen he _ headed for 
Kenya 17 years ago, 
Presbyterian missionary 
Dr. Rick Allen didn’t 
picture himself handing out wooden 
models to ministers and influential 
community members so they could use 
them in condom demonstrations. 

“The idea was that I would get 
involved in community health,” he 
said. “I guess originally I had pictured 
something broader. But when | got 
there in the 1990s, the whole HIV/ 
AIDS issue was very big and was not 
being addressed very well.” 

Around the time he arrived, the 
country’s national HIV prevalence rate 
(the percentage of people tested who 
were found to be HIV positive) hit a 
high of around 14 per cent. But the 
epidemic wasn’t a priority for churches. 

“They were still calling HIV and 
AIDS a sin, and saying that it wasn’t 
something in the church but some- 
thing outside the church,” Allen said. 
“There was a sense of denial. But I think 
it was largely due to a lack of informa- 
tion and a lack of understanding.” 

HIV (human immunodeficiency 
virus) has long been associated with 
behaviours religious _ institutions 
condemn, such as injection drug use, 
sex outside of marriage, homosexuality 
and prostitution, because the infec- 
tion spreads through bodily fluids. Yet 
in places like Kenya, church leaders 
are well-suited to help raise awareness 
about HIV and its deadly escalation 
into AIDS (acquired immune defi- 
ciency syndrome). 

Allen and a handful of concerned 
ministers organized a_ three-day 
symposium in 1996 that brought 
together 200 church leaders from the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa. 
There was only one resolution from 


Rick Allen teaches about HIV/AIDS in Kenya. 


the conference, but it was the only one 
the organizers were looking for: the 
church would encourage more educa- 
tion about HIV and AIDS. 

“It was an interesting three days,” 
he said. “I think it was the first time the 
word ‘condom’ was openly mentioned 
in the church, actually.” 

Although the idea of HIV and AIDS 
education didn’t inspire a flurry of 
donations, he and his colleagues even- 
tually scraped together the funds to 
launch their first training program in 
1998. A number of courses have been 
offered over the years since then. One 
program—supported by Presbyterian 
World Service and Development— 
trained a total of about 400 influen- 
tial community members who then 
trained about 20,000 local people to 


teach others about HIV and AIDS. 

A memorable one-week course in 
the year 2000 reached about 400 of the 
church’s ministers. Many came with 
little knowledge—and a few miscon- 
ceptions—about HIV. “How quickly 
they changed,” Allen said. In addition 
to touching on social and economic 
factors affecting the spread of the 
virus, the training session included 
mandatory condom demonstrations 
with wooden models. 

“You can imagine the initial 
shock,” Allen said. “I think they saw it 
as a little humorous. It was a desensi- 
tizing thing ... Because when there are 
sexual problems in a marriage, where 
do village people go? They go to their 
minister. There’s nobody else.” 

And the church has made > 
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‘There was a time when the ministers would insist—and still do in 
some places—during premarital counselling that both the man and 
the woman go for HIV testing or they wouldn't perform the marriage’ 


progress. Of the many things he has 
been involved in during his years in 
Kenya, Allen says he is most proud 
of the church’s policy on HIV/AIDS, 
which he calls “the best in Africa.” 

“Tt comes right out and says that 
HIV is an infection like any other infec- 
tion. It is neither a sin nor a curse from 
God,” he said. The policy also states 
that, although abstinence and faithful- 
ness are the HIV prevention methods 
endorsed by the church, if someone 
chooses to go against the church’s 
teachings regarding sexual purity, he or 
she should use a condom. It says some- 
one’s HIV status should not in any way 
impede his or her involvement in the 
church. And it pushes for voluntary— 
not mandatory—HIV testing. 


BE ba@e rs. tn.s tiitute 
St. Andrew's Hall 


eldersinstitute 


PAW 2012 


Pre-Assembly Workshops 


Basics for a 
Changing World 


Join elders and lay leaders from 
across Canada for a day of learning 
with experienced facilitators. 


PAW 2012 will take place at 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Scarborough, in Toronto 
on Saturday, June 2, 2012 
Cost: $85 ($75 before April 1) 
Group discounts & bursaries available. 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
Toll-Free: 1-866-794-8888 
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“There was a time when the minis- 
ters would insist—and still do in some 
places—during premarital counselling 
that both the man and the woman 
go for HIV testing or they wouldn’t 
perform the marriage,” Allen said. 
“But that’s not voluntary testing. The 
policy says that the role of the minister 
in premarital counselling is to make 
both partners aware of HIV and AIDS. 
They can suggest testing, but that’s up 
to the couple. If one of them comes 
back positive, if the couple wishes to 
marry they should be able to marry in 
the church.” 

Stigma and discrimination have 
grown less severe but they persist. 

Since Allen began his work in 
Kenya, the national HIV prevalence 
level has declined. According to 
UNAIDS, the 2009 rate was 6.3 per 
cent. An estimated 1.4 million Kenyans 
continue to live with the infection. If 
left untreated by antiretroviral medica- 


tions, HIV can escalate into AIDS. 

“Often when you talk to people 
they all know the word ‘AIDS’ and 
they’re tired of hearing about it,” he 
said. “But if you ask them some ques- 
tions, you'll find out they don’t know 
all that much.” 

These days Allen teaches a manda- 
tory HIV/AIDS course and_ three 
community health courses at the Pres- 
byterian University of East Africa. On 
days off, he continues to lead training 
sessions in communities when there is 
funding and interest. 

“We often say churches are very 
influential,” he said. “Here in Canada, 
the churches are on the periphery in 
many ways. In Africa, they’re on the 
forefront. When they speak, people 
listen.” @ 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s senior 
staff writer. 


Rick Allen and assorted resources about HIV and AIDS. 


The 16th-century Reformers—Luther, 
Calvin, Zwingli, Knox and others—were 
derisively nicknamed, “the Sola-ists.” They 
distilled the essence of the gospel into five 
Latin slogans using the word sola, mean- 
ing only, solely or exclusively: sola gratia, 
sola fide, sola scriptura, solo Christo, soli Deo 
gloria (grace alone, faith alone, scripture 
alone, Christ alone, to God's glory alone). 


Today, the solas of early Protestantism run 
up against other realities and claims: What 
does it mean to say “Christ alone’ in a 
multi-religious world? How does scripture 
alone square with contemporary thought 
about biblical interpretation? And so on. 


So, are we still sola-ists today? 


Sola Fide 


IT’S (NOT) GOOD TO BE ALONE. BY DANIEL SCOTT 


sgr. Charles Pope of the Roman Catholic Arch- __ faith, that is, “it is not good for faith to be alone.” Apparently, 
diocese of Washington makes a point with | wasn’t the only one thinking along these lines. Father Pope, 
which | almost agree. While pondering the faith in a blog entitled Beware of the Solists! (or) It’s Not Good to be 
versus works issue, I intuitively thought of the words of God _ Alone, makes the case that one should be wary of anyone that 
in the creation account: “It is not good for man to be alone.” _ claims that things work alone—especially in regards to faith. 
I wondered if it would be possible to say the same thing about Protestant Christians have always placed a priorityon > 
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faith and sola fide, by faith alone, was 
one of the great themes of the Reforma- 
tion and our Presbyterian tradition. In 
the words of Living Faith, “God’s grace, 
received by faith alone, pardons and 
justifies, redeems and reconciles us.” 
There is nothing we can do to earn this 
grace; it is a free gift. We receive it by 
humble faith. 

Theologians refer to this as justifica- 
tion—the process by which we are saved 
or set right with God. In this process, 
there is nothing we can do to earn or 
achieve it. Martin Luther wrote: “For if 
our sins could be removed by our own 
efforts, what need was there for the Son 
of God to be given for them?” 

Theologians further separate the steps 
in our salvation with categories, such as 
sanctification, by which they mean we are 
being saved, and glorification, by which 
they mean we will be saved. All along the 
continuum of our salvation the emphasis 
is not on our work, but instead upon the 
work of God in Christ. It is dangerous and 
difficult to separate each of these phases 
in our salvation. I think this is the point 
(though it is hard to tell) that Ted V. Foote 
Jr. and P. Alex Thornburg are trying to 
make in the chapter entitled, Are You 
Saved or Are You Presbyterian? in their 
book Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt. 


Apparently, it is a challenge for some Pres- 
byterians to coexist with other brands of 
Christianity in the Deep South. 

Evidently it was even harder for 
the Reformers to live in the face of the 
church leaders of their day. Luther 
directed strong language at them: “As 
a result they pervert the gospel. Either 
Christ must live and the Law perish, or 
the Law remains and Christ must perish; 
Christ and the Law cannot dwell side by 
side in the conscience. It is either grace or 
law. To muddle the two is to eliminate 
the gospel of Christ entirely.” 

Just as it is difficult and dangerous to 
separate the truths involved in our salva- 
tion, so too, is the separation of faith and 
works, by which Luther meant the law. 
[ wholeheartedly agree with Luther’s 
intent that salvation is by faith alone. 
However, I also relate to what Anglican 
cleric John Stott once said, “although 
justification is by faith alone, this faith 
cannot remain alone.” And here is where 
I almost agree with Father Pope. 

[f our faith is living and vibrant, it will 
express itself in good works. Jesus made 
this point forcefully in his parable of the 
sheep and the goats. We will be judged at 
the last day, according to Jesus, by what 
we did or didn’t do to the very least. Jesus 
urged his followers to live such good lives 


PASSIONATE ABOUT. 
FAITH-BASED EDUCA\ ON? 


SO ORE WE. 


Located in Edmonton, Alberta, King’s offers a 

unique and exciting opportunity for innovation and 
collaboration. We're looking for our next president, 
a bold, forward-thinking strategist, an individual of 
evident faith who looks forward to the challenge of 
leading King’s into the next phase of development. 
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before their unbelieving neighbours that 
they would see their good works and 
glorify their Father in heaven. 

The apostles also seem to emphasize 
the importance of works. James, even if 
Martin Luther did not like it, says, “faith 
without works is dead ... I will show you 
my faith by what I do.” (1:17-18) John, 
the beloved disciple, says in a letter, “If 
anyone has material possessions and sees 
a brother or sister in need but has no pity 
on them, how can the love of God be in 
that person?” (1 John 3:17) Paul—whom 
Luther did like—also spoke of the neces- 
sity of good works. (Titus 2:14; Ephesians 
2:10; and Galatians 5:6-13) 

In Paul’s love chapter (1 Corinthians 
13), he commends faith as one of the 
triumvirate of abiding virtues: faith, 
hope and love. Yet, even if we were to 
have “a faith that could move moun- 
tains, and had no love, we would be 
nothing.” Clearly, faith alone without 
love is problematic. Most of us have 
probably seen Christians with strong 
faith and little love. Usually, their faith 
is not very attractive. 

Eric Carmen wrote a power love 
ballad in 1975. The song incorporates 
the second movement of Sergei Rach- 
maninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2. The 
words to that verse are, “when I was 
young, I never needed anyone ... those 
days are gone.” The verse breaks into 
the chorus with, “All by myself, don’t 
wanna live all by myself.” 

I can imagine Faith singing that 
song. In the working out of our salvation 
it is faith alone, sola fide. Yet, Faith does 
not want to live all by herself. She needs 
the company of Works and Love, not 
that those works and love save anyone, 
but as proof positive of that salvation. 

And, that is why I almost agree with 
Msgr. Pope. “It is not good for faith to 
be alone.” Faith needs a suitable helper, 
though that helper is not an aid to saiva- 
tion. What God has joined together no 
one should separate. @ 


Rev. Dr. Daniel D. Scott is the minister at 
St. John’s, Bradford, Ont., and managing 
director of Save the Mothers, a maternal 
health organization. 
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Afraid Because... 


EASTER ISN'T OVER. THE STORY'S JUST BEGUN. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


April 8 — Easter Day 


Mark 16:1-8 


he best manuscripts of 
Mark’s gospel end in the 
middle of a sentence. 
Later versions have one 
or both of two endings 


that tie things up too nicely. They repre- 
sent a reading into Mark of a theology 
that isn’t his. Maybe one day we'll 
find Mark’s original ending. A piece 
of papyrus that was torn off for some 
reason known only to the members of 
the first congregation in Rome. 

I like the abrupt ending, in what 
we Call verse eight, “They said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid ...” A 


better reading is, “They were afraid 
because...” Because why? 

Have you ever uttered a heartfelt 
prayer and then, after “amen,” real- 
ized you're afraid God will do as you 
ask? Have you ever dreamed a dream, 
then admitted you wouldn’t know 
what to do if it came true? People 
who gamble on lotteries may not 
expect to win, and may even be > 
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afraid of what would happen if they 
did. Sometimes we’re more afraid of 
success than failure. 

Mary, Mary, and Salome go to 
the tomb. Prepared to do the best 
thing they can imagine for Jesus, 
now that he’s dead. They may know 
the tomb is under guard. They know 
it’s sealed with a large stone. It took 
several men to push it into place, 
along a sloped trench. Tombs were 
made to be closed and opened, to 
allow many burials. But it’s too early 
in the day, too soon after Jesus’ 
burial, to open this tomb. Imagine 
their shock when they see the tomb. 
Open. Unguarded. Occupied only by 
a strange man in white. 

Answered prayer can change 
a life beyond recognition. Dreams 
come true make the world new. 
Hope framed by the best of what we 
know isn’t hope enough. If Jesus is 
alive, and not lost to us, anything is 
possible! That’s terrifying! 

The man in white says, “Go! 
Tell!” They say “nothing to anyone.” 
They are “afraid, because...” 

Imagine that’s the way Mark 
wanted his version of the story to end. 
Where does he want the dotted line 
to lead? Where might we go? What 
frightening possibilities are ahead of 
us? If we dare follow the dotted line. 
If Jesus is alive, anything is possible! 

If Jesus is alive, you and I can’t 


FEATURES Progressive Lectionary 


If Jesus is alive, and not lost to us, 
anything is possible! That's terrifying! 


look at the world the way we did on 
Good Friday. Or before. If Jesus is 
alive, the world is made new. Yet we 
are afraid, because... In a changed 
world, you and I must also change. 
In a world of possibilities, you and I 
are exposed to great risk. Jesus might 
call us where we don’t want to go. 
We may find Jesus in places we 
don’t think he should go. Following 
Mark’s dotted line, looking for Jesus, 
will take us beyond the best we 
know or imagine. It will take us to 
the mountaintop. It will take us to 
the depths of human suffering. Into 
light. Darkness, too. 

The man in white said, “Go! Tell! 
Then go back home. You'll find him 
there.” Back to everyday life. Beyond 
the comfort of community in grief. 
To the hard work of redeeming this 
world for God. 

Sometimes I think Mark’s dotted 
line leads back to the beginning of his 
gospel. As long as Easter Monday’s 
a holiday we have time to sit down 
and read Mark’s gospel again. It will 
tell us how Jesus works in this world. 
Where he likes to go. Where we'll 
likely find him. Frightening? Maybe. 

But. Remember. If Jesus is alive, 
anything is possible. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches 
at the Atlantic School of Theology 
in Halifax. 
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Easter FEATURES 


reaking News: 
ulbs Have Roots 


REFLECTING ON EASTER AGAIN. BY JIM MCKAY 


ately, I’ve had my doubts about “the resurrec- 
tion of the body and the life everlasting”; before 
the “amen” it’s time to revisit just what I do 
4 believe about this article of faith I’ve affirmed 
ama since—well, forever it seems. 

Over the years, people close to me have asked me to 
help them comprehend this incomprehensible Easter 
surprise. And while I’ve laboured faithfully to lay out St. 
Paul’s triumphant acclamation in 1 Corinthians 15, I too 
now struggle for clarity. 

Last Easter Sunday we gathered for worship in a beau- 
tiful sanctuary, nearly packed with an all-ages community 
of the faithful. The music was classical and uplifting and 
I felt especially keen to hear the gospel proclamation of 
Easter once more. 

What I found myself connecting with was the children’s 
message. 

The minister gathered the children at the front and 
began talking to them about transformation in nature. 
“From a bulb emerges a beautiful tulip,” she began. “From 


a caterpillar’s cocoon emerges a beautiful butterfly. From 
a tiny tadpole emerges a large green frog! God makes it 
happen. It’s mysterious and wonderful.” 

“T like that,” I thought. For an illustration, the minister 
had brought a pot of flowering tulips which she had planted 
and nurtured. 

Then she held out to the children a tulip bulb and 
remarked that the bulb itself wasn’t really much to look at. 
It resembled an onion, looked sort of dead and had rather 
unattractive, scraggly roots. Her segue was going to be a 
move to the transformation that would take place after the 
bulb was planted in soil, when suddenly a hand shot up. 
A young girl was signaling that she had something to say. 

Reluctantly, the minster held out the wireless micro- 
phone to the girl and wondered out loud whether she 
should ask this youngster or not. Apparently, the girl was 
known for her opinions! Muted, nervous laughter trembled 
through the pews. 

“All bulbs have roots!” exclaimed the girl. 

“Yes, and thank you for that,” the minister replied, > 
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perhaps thanking God under her 
breath that nothing too weird was 
offered by this precocious starlet. And 
the minister went on to her illustra- 
tion about transformation. 

“Wait a minute,” I mused. “What 
was that again?” “All bulbs have 
roots.” Suddenly the words to me were 
like breaking news. 

“Yes, they do!” I thought, “Yes, 
they do,” I affirmed. All bulbs have 
roots! Hallelujah! 

To be sure, none of us looks his 
or her best at death. In spite of the 
cosmetics and the absurd comments 
often made at ‘viewings,’ you or I 
will never make the cover of Vogue 
when we die. And yet, as unlovely as 
we may appear at death, the truth is 
that we are nonetheless rooted in “the 
steadfast love of God which endures 
forever,” as the Easter psalm of the day 
so eloquently puts it. (Psalm 118:1) 

The kid is right, isn’t she? “All 


bulbs have roots!” 

It changes the way we look at death 
and opens the possibility of deepened 
faith. 

We would not have recognized 
our dying relative last summer if we 
had not been told that this was her 
room and that was indeed her bed. 
When we sat beside her and held her 
hand and talked a bit, there was no 
doubt. A woman of faith rooted in 
the gospel of her Lord, though now 
a shadow of her once robust self, she 
gave us a thumbs up when humour- 
ously we asked if she was ready for a 
“Presbyterian” prayer. She died two 
days later. 

Remember the photo of the first 
body to be recovered from the 9/11 
tragedy? It was the chaplain who had 
run into the building with the first 
responders, only to die in the attempt 
and here he was—carried by the sturdy 
firefighters who had scooped him up 


and brought him out. Later, observers 
would say the scene was reminiscent 
of a modern Pieta, like Christ taken 
down from the cross and resting in 
his mother’s arms. Here too was a bulb 
with roots! 

What looks like human dissolu- 
tion, by the grace of God in Jesus 
Christ risen from the dead, is more like 
a bulb with roots deep in that grace, a 
bulb full of the Almighty’s promise— 
and more, the Lord be praised, it is 
the preview of a new body, the likes of 
which we can barely imagine. 

“All bulbs have roots!” It’s Easter’s 
breaking news. 

Hymns of the day might include: 

#674 In the Bulb There is a Flower 

#256 Now the Green Blade Rises from 
the Book of Praise & 


Rev. Jim McKay is a retired Presbyterian 
minister living in scenic Saskatoon. 
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Legacy or Lamentation 


A CONGREGATION OF SENIORS EMBRACES ITS AGE, AND USES ITS GIFTS FOR MISSION. 


BY CHARLES SCOTT 


he Comox Valley congregation of 110 Established in Comox, B.C., (population: 14,000) in 
members is mostly composed of retired folks the fall of 1994 by the Presbytery of Vancouver Island, our 
with a small Sunday school. In a few words, church is nestled in a virtual paradise with the sea on the 
we are a grandparent-aged congregation. But east and the brooding Comox glacier and mountains on the 
this hasn’t stopped us from serving others. west. The word “Comox” originates with the Comox » 
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Sharon Scott and now-retired Rev. Ted Hicks pose with portraits and stories of some of 


the people helped by Dawn to Dawn, a local housing organization. 


tribe in the valley and means bounty. 
Recently, a number of our congre- 
gants embarked on a study of Joan 
Chittister’s book, The Gift of Years. The 
chapter on legacy caught our atten- 
tion. She describes it in the following 
terms: “We are to live a legacy rather 
than leave a legacy. It is the immaterial 
legacy, the true enrichment, each of us 
has gained by having our lives touched 
by those who have gone before us. 
We leave behind our attitudes which 
inspire in others a love for life, the 
value system which marks everything 
we do, how we treat strangers, love 
those closest to us, and care for those 
we loved. We leave behind in our posi- 
tions on death and life, on purpose and 
meaning, a model relationship with 
God.” In our congregation, we have 
attempted to live this type of legacy. 
One of the laments of congregations 
is the loss of the younger generation 
in our churches. Ministers are some- 
times called with the primary purpose 
of changing this statistic. But Comox 
Valley has decided to accept who we are 
and use the incredible gifts and wisdom 
that God gives us with age to reach out to 
the community. We recognize that most 
of us are of grandparent age and while 
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we may not have grandchildren close 
by, we believe that we have a wondrous 
opportunity to live a legacy and make 
this world a better place for the children 
of this community, thus fulfilling our 
destiny as a people of God. We can safely 
leave the future in God’s hands but, in 
the meantime, we need to get on with 
the mission God has given us in Christ. 

The primary purpose of our 
programs is not to increase our numbers, 
but to fulfil our call to minister to the 
community in which we live. We do 
so in a consumer society, which often 
is not particularly concerned with the 
world we are bequeathing to our grand- 
children. The few children we do have 
are known by name, and are invited 
to participate by dancing, singing and 
being who they are. 

Our mission to the children of 
the community is reflected in many 
ways. We provide a creative church 
school program for those who do 
attend. We also financially support a 
local school program that provides 
meals, glasses, and other needs to 
the less affluent children in the 
school system. During a professional 
development day (or PD day), tutoring 
was offered to students by our retired 


teachers. Musical theatre was offered 
to the children in the community 
during their summer holidays. And 
last summer we employed a student 
to assist us in developing  inter- 
generational leadership and programs 
for the community. Our community 
garden also benefits local children. 
Some of the men of the congregation 
who have administrative, building 
and gardening gifts established some 
30 garden plots in raised boxes. Two of 
these are set aside for the local primary 
school, and two raised boxes are for 
those in wheelchairs. The motto on 
the sign reads: Where Neighbours 
Meet. There are a good number of 
apartments in the area occupied by 
seniors as well as families who use 
the plots. The garden is an exercise in 
stewardship and mission. 

Our Lenten project last year 
supported a local organization called 
Dawn to Dawn. Its purpose is to 
provide housing for the homeless, 
some of whom have children. Pictures 
of a number of the homeless with their 
particular stories were provided to 
introduce this project to the congrega- 
tion. These pictures were placed on the 
walls of the sanctuary and on some of 
the seats. It was a way of indicating that 
these folks are part of our community. 
The financial response has been grati- 
fying. The congregation also oversub- 
scribes its Presbyterians Sharing allo- 
cation, while generously supporting 
Presbyterian World Service and Devel- 
opment and the local food bank. Many 
of our people are involved in luncheon 
programs for the homeless. We are not 
a large congregation but we have a big 
heart and many resources. 

God has blessed our congrega- 
tion with the time, the energy, and 
resources to fulfil the ministries to 
which God has called us, and to be 
the persons and community of Christ 
God intended us to be. We have been 
guided by the Spirit to choose this 
legacy rather than lament what has 
often been considered a loss. 


Rev. Charles Scott is a retired Presbyterian 


minister now attending Comox Valley. 
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Rev. John A. Ross turns the first sod for Pine Ridge while Herb Carson rings the bell. 


Happy Endines 


THE CLOSING OF A CHURCH RECALLS MEMORIES OF MIRACLES. BY ROBIN ROSS 


Last year I received a letter from Florence Venier, a 
member of Pine Ridge Presbyterian on the outskirts of 
Metro Toronto, which my father, Rev. Dr. John A. Ross, 
helped to establish in the early fifties. Unfortunately, the 
church was sold to another congregation, and Florence 
invited me to send a short message to be read at their 
final service on Father’s Day, June 19, 2011. My sister 
and I worked hard to put together the attached letter for 
Florence to read on that occasion. As bits of information 
were gradually added, the story became more and more 
amazing and miraculous, and gave us a lot more insight 
into what a great person my Dad was and what an 
amazing God we serve. 


Ithough nobody knew it at the time, Pine Ridge 
in North York, Ont., began on Feb. 4, 1951, at 
four o’clock in the afternoon. The story involves 
three people, all having now passed away: Elsie 


Garstinh who lived in Humber Summit, Rev. Dr. John A. Ross, 


my father, then the minister of Woodbridge, and my mother’s 
younger sister, Eleanor Cosens. 

Eleanor was working in an insurance office in Toronto, 
and at four o’clock on that afternoon, she was insistently told 
by God, “Pray for John. Pray for John.” The only place she 
could go to be alone was the washroom, so she went there 
and sat on the toilet. The only thing she could think of to 
pray for was Dad’s total healing. Dad had been turned down 
for service in the Second World War because of a heart > 
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murmur, caused by a defective valve, 
which meant that he was also turned 
down for life insurance. 

Elsie Carson was a Girl Guide 
leader, and she was planning a Brownie 
Fly-Up Ceremony. Because she and her 
husband Herb were attending Wood- 
bridge, she got the idea of asking Dad, 
her minister, to be the guest speaker for 
the event. Although there was a blizzard 
brewing that day, she felt she should 
phone Dad that afternoon. However, 
not having a telephone in her own 
home, she knew that she would have to 
dress warmly and go to the community 
payphone, so she resisted for a long 
time. But God continued to prod her. 
At four o’clock, when the urge became 
too powerful to resist, she got ready 
and trudged through the snow to make 
the call. 

Meanwhile, Dad was sitting at 
his desk in the manse at Woodbridge 
trying to study for a lecture to be 
given in the evening to Sunday school 
teachers at Knox Church in Vaughan 
Township. He had his Bible open at 
the story of the woman at the well, in 
John chapter four. His eyes seemed to 
be bothering him. 

Though he was wide awake, 
suddenly, the presence of the Lord 
surrounded him and he saw a remark- 
able vision of Christ in salmon-coloured 
robes with a blue sash, standing on a 
ridge of hills. He clearly saw himself 
lifting people out of the miry clay, 
cleaning them off, and sending them 
on their way, rejoicing. This brought 
him to a new understanding of his 
ministry. Love was unlocked in his 
heart towards God’s world. Then the 
Lord said, “You’ve been doing a good 
job, John,” and took him into his arms. 

Dad burst into tears, because he 
knew in his heart that he hadn’t been 
doing a good job. He called out, “Lord, 
if this is you, speak to me,” whereupon 
he looked down at his Bible, where the 
words in verse 26 leapt off the page: 
“T that speak unto thee am he!” Over- 
come with emotion, Dad ended up on 
his knees, more deeply moved than he 
had ever been. Like the Apostle Paul in 
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Acts 9:6 Dad asked him, “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” 

At that very moment, the tele- 
phone rang. When Dad answered the 
phone and heard Elsie’s request for 
him to speak, he answered, “There 
isn’t anything that I would love to 
do more!” She recalled later that 
she had been pretty surprised how 
eager Dad was to come! Circum- 
stances following that phone call 


Though he was wide 
awake, suddenly, the 
presence of the Lord 
surrounded him and 
he saw a remarkable 
vision of Christ in 
salmon-coloured robes 
with a blue sash 


and the Brownie Fly-Up Ceremony 
led to discussions about starting up a 
church in Humber Summit. 

As a sidelight to the miracle of that 
day, not long afterwards, a life insur- 
ance salesman persuaded Dad that he 
should go for a new medical exam. A 
top heart doctor in Toronto could not 
find any trace of valve trouble, and Dad 
concluded that he had been healed 
that same afternoon. In many respects, 
the healing of Dad’s heart marked the 
beginning of God’s commission for his 
lifetime of service as a minister. 

In the early days of the start-up 
congregation, services were held on 
Sunday evenings in the basement of 
the local fire hall. My sister and I both 
remember attending these services, and 
that they were held below ground level. 

In January of 1952, a request went 
before the Presbytery of West Toronto 
for permission to organize a congrega- 
tion: Pine Ridge. Pretty soon, land was 
purchased and a cinder-block church 
was built, largely by volunteer labour. 
Many in the community became 


drawn into the project, and Dad used 
to remark that through working on 
building the church structure together, 
they were really building the church 
community as well. 

One thing that stands out in my 
memory was the work party when the 
vinyl tiles were laid in the centre aisle. 
It was decided to lay them diagonally, 
and after the exact position of the first 
tile was marked on the floor, everyone 
present signed the back of that tile, 
including me as a 10-year-old child. My 
sister remembers that shortly before 
the dedication of the church, when the 
baptismal font was installed, one of the 
guys who had worked hard at building 
the church said he felt badly that he had 
never been baptized, and so he couldn’t 
be among the founding members of the 
church. So Dad baptized him right there 
on the spot, with the rest of the guys 
standing around. On Oct. 16th, 1955, 
the newly built church was opened and 
dedicated by the presbytery. As I recall, 
the signpost they used to announce the 
new church actually took root in the 
sandy soil and grew into a tree! 

Our family looks back fondly on 
those days in Humber Summit. In 1957, 
we moved to Vancouver where Dad 
became the first dean of St. Andrew’s 
Hall. We were aware that the Holy Spirit 
had been moving powerfully in the lives 
of both my Dad and the new congrega- 
tion. Dad sometimes said he felt like he 
was moving in the middle of a swirling, 
white vortex of the Holy Spirit! Times 
change, and now we’re bringing to a 
close this chapter in the life of Pine 
Ridge. The Ross family wishes all God’s 
blessings on those who will now be 
attending Albion Gardens or wherever 
the Lord may lead you, and also on the 
congregation which will be taking over 
this building and continuing the Lord’s 
work in this community. @ 


Rev. Robin Ross is a retired minister 
living and serving in Mission, B.C. He 
is the founding editor of the PCC Web 
Daily Devotional, which is sent free to 
over 6,000 email subscribers around the 
world every day. 
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Words of a Witness 


EUGENE PETERSON'S MEMOIR IS A GUIDE FOR PASTORS. BY HANS KOUWENBERG 


The Pastor: A Memoir 
Eugene H. Peterson 
HarperOne, 2011 


Ithough he clearly loves the 
“4 title “pastor,” Peterson calls 
é /.himself “Pastor Maybe.” I 
think his reluctance is a good place to 
begin. 

“Witness,” he writes, “I think, is the 
right word. A witness is never the centre 
but only the person who points to or 
names what is going on in the centre— 
in this case, the action and revelation of 
God in all the operations of Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.” John the Baptist and Karl 
Barth, among others have said much the 
same thing. I think I would’ve muddled 
my way through more of my ministry if I 
hadn’t had a writer-pastor like Peterson as 
one of my most valued guides. 

You may know that Peterson is 
a minister of uncommon ability, yet 
great humility. He quietly served as the 
founding pastor of Christ Our King Pres- 
byterian Church, near Baltimore, Mary- 
land, for 29 years, while becoming an 
accomplished, hugely popular author. 
His many fine books, including his Bible 
translation, The Message, have refreshed 
so many of us as we've tried to be true 
to our vocation. Peterson also taught at 
several colleges and universities along 
the way—excelling here, too, in what he 
tells us was his first calling—concluding 
as a professor of theological spirituality 
at Regent College, Vancouver. 

Peterson grew up in the backwoods 
of Montana, accompanying his mother 
as she told Bible stories and preached 
in the lumber camps. When he was 
a bit older he assisted his father, who 
operated a butcher shop in town. He 
learned to be attentive, to understand 
what was going on, and to attend to 
people’s needs. He went to church and 
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took Bible school training. He studied 
and loved the biblical languages. He 
tells us: “I never planned to be a pastor, 
never was aware of any inclination to be 
a pastor, never ‘knew what I was going 
to be when I grew up.’ And then—at 
the time it seemed to arrive abruptly— 
there it was: Pastor.” Now, he writes, “I 
can’t imagine not being a pastor. I was a 
pastor long before I knew I was a pastor; 
I just never had a name for it.” 

Peterson wasn’t impressed with most 
ministers he met. He says, “I took scrip- 
ture seriously. I took Jesus seriously. I 
took church seriously. I took prayer seri- 
ously. But not pastors.” Many of their 
stories were over-the-top; some of their 
ministries turned out to be hucksterism, 
and many of their conversations tended 
to be about themselves. That’s the last 
thing in which Peterson is interested. 
While he may tell stories about his own 
ministry, this memoir is, ironically, not 
about him. It’s about being an authentic 
pastor. Moreover, Peterson tells us, he 
never had much time for pastors who 
like to “get things done,” or “make 
things happen.” He was more interested 


in pastors who saw themselves “placed 
in the community to pay attention and 
call attention to ‘what is going on right 
now’ between men and women, with 
one another and with God...” I think 
Peterson’s emphasis is correct. 

Peterson tells us lots of interesting 
stories about his first and only church, 
an extension of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), which first met in the basement 
of his home. Here he began to learn what 
it meant to work with a whole “congrega- 
tion” of ordinary, down-to-earth people 
who helped him discover his vocation. 
You've got to read some of these stories 
to see what he means. I love the way 
Peterson tells stories about his life. 

He also mentions that in those early 
days, on Tuesdays, he met with “two 
priests, one rabbi, and 13 Protestant 
pastors (six Presbyterians, a Lutheran, an 
Episcopalian, two Baptists, three Meth- 
odists)” convened by a psychiatrist, Dr. 
Hank Hansen, as they tried to think and 
talk through the shape and the chal- 
lenges of their community in which they 
lived. After two years, Peterson called on 
15 colleagues to meet together with him 
in a group that they called a “company 
of pastors” to share their struggles and 
success. Peterson learned he couldn't 
do ministry all by himself. He needed 
mentors and peers and soul-friends. So, I 
too have learned, do you and !! 

Peterson’s book will refresh your 
pastoral soul! Like Richard Baxter's 
Reformed Pastor, it’s destined to become 
a Classic. @ 


Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwenberg is Presbyterian 


director of denominational formation at 
St. Andrew’s Hall, Vancouver. 
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FEATURES Renewal 


‘Occupy Until I Come’ 


JESUS LEADS A PROTEST MOVEMENT. 


his past year, people were 
taking to the streets in 
what is called the Occupy 
movement. For the most 
part their philosophy is non-violent 
and the movement is an attempt to 
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speak to cultural leaders and make 
radical changes to the way the 
world has been operating. Wikipedia 
says, “The Occupy movement is an 
international protest movement 
which is primarily directed against 


BY CALVIN BROWN 


economic and _ social inequality.” 
It is related to our nation not only 
because of the protests that occupy 
areas of our cities but because a 
Canadian protest group called 
Adbusters began the movement. 


Renewal FEATURES || 


Thinking about this movement, which surveys say the majority 
of Canadians sympathize with, I recalled that when Jesus 
walked among us he started an occupy movement of his own 


Adbusters is an anti-consumerist, 
pro-environmental group based in 
Vancouver. Their demands are not 
all that new; but what is new is that 
the people who are targeted to lead 
the change are no longer just govern- 
ments but the financiers behind the 
political scenes. They are the ones 
who are called upon to make the 
sacrifices that lead to change. This is 
clearly evident in the main slogan, 
which is often repeated: “We are the 
99 per cent.” Specifically it refers to 
the one per cent of Americans who 
disproportionately control the coun- 
try’s wealth, but is a declaration that 
the rich are becoming fewer and get- 
ting richer, and the poor are paying 
the price. 

Thinking about this movement, 
which surveys say the majority of 
Canadians sympathize with, I recalled 
that when Jesus walked among us he 
started an occupy movement of his 
own. The account is found in Luke’s 
gospel, chapter 19. Jesus preached a 
new way to deal with wealth and at 
least one wealthy man heard it and 
promised an amazing thing. He said 
he would give half of all he had to 
the poor and if he had defrauded 
anyone he would restore to the ones 
he defrauded four times what he 
took. “Jesus said to him, today salva- 
tion has come to this house, because 
this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 
For the son of man is come to seek 
and to save what was lost.” 

While we acknowledge that we 
are saved by grace alone it is still 
possible that we may extol God’s 
glory by our deeds. Zacchaeus 
did just that and Jesus affirms his 
example. Jesus then goes on to tell 


a story about how a king establishes 
his kingdom and the servants’ role 
in that enterprise: “And he called 
his 10 servants, and delivered them 
10 pounds, and said unto them, 
Occupy until I come.” 

The faithful, the children of 
Abraham, we Christians, are called 
upon to be faithful stewards of all we 
have. Most of us are not in the one 
per cent of Canada’s wealthy but 
Canada and its citizens are some of 
the wealthiest peoples in the world. 
Corporately and individually, we who 
still sit at the table with Jesus must 
listen to what he says about how we 
invest the wealth he has entrusted 
to us. While our salvation may not 
depend on it, most certainly the repu- 
tation and glory of our God does. 

John Calvin reflecting on this 
passage reminds us that “though God 
is not enriched, and makes no gain 
by our labours, yet when everyone 
is highly profitable to his brethren, 
and applies advantageously for their 
salvation, the gifts which he has 
received from God, he is said to yield 
profit or gain, to God Himself. So 
highly does our heavenly Father value 
the salvation of men, that whatever 
contributes to it He chooses to place 
to His own account.” Surely one of 
the greatest signs of God’s glory we 
can show is a generous spirit to those 
in need; that is taught everywhere in 
the scriptures. 

As I pondered these things I was 
amazed at how relatively small the 
Occupy movement was and yet how 
the message they declared—that 
the rich need to take responsibility 
to share the wealth—was so widely 
broadcast and so eagerly embraced 


by the majority who felt they were 
losing not only wealth but the power 
to bring about change. 

Imagine now if all the millions 
of Christians in the world took the 
message of Jesus to the streets as 
passionately as those in the Occupy 
movement have done with their 
protest message. It would trans- 
form the world in a matter of days 
or even hours. The gospel message 
offers not just the opportunity to 
share wealth but the power of God 
to change hearts so that those with 
power and authority (folks like 
Zacchaeus, or Donald Trump, or us) 
start doing radically loving things 
with earnest intent. Then we would 
see a transformed world and Jesus’ 
prayer would be answered: “Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.” 

If that dream seems too big, then 
imagine if not all Christians in the 
world signed on but only the Pres- 
byterians—that would be radical 
beyond belief. What if not all Pres- 
byterians signed on but only those 
who read this article? There would 
be significant change in the land 
that would spread across the globe. 

Suppose you were the only 
one to take up Jesus’ invitation to 
“Occupy until I come.” God would 
be glorified and a significant light 
would be lit! 

Most importantly, you would 
hear at his coming the words 
of commendation recorded in 
Matthew, “Enter into the joy of 
your master.” @ 


Rev. Calvin Brown is minister at Knox, 
Palmerston, and Drayton, Ont. 
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Taters and Cukes 
= ove 


TENDING A GARDEN TO HELP OTHERS. 


' ne of my favourite 
me verses in the New 

Testament is 1 John 
“Sma 4:19: “We love because 
He first loved us.” Another is James 2 
where the writer says, “Faith without 
works is dead.” The same thing can be 
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said about love. Love without deeds is 
like a garden without tools, a car with- 
out gas, a well with no water, a church 
without a pastor. 

Love comes from God _ because 
God is love. He sent His only son 
Jesus into the world that we might 


BY H. ROY WHITE 


live through him. See the important 
connection: God, Love. Love, God. 
They are two sides of the same coin. 
God’s people, the church, are chal- 
lenged to teach this connection to 
the entire world. The words of the 
late Jack Layton pretty well sums 
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Love comes from God because God is love. 
He sent His only son Jesus into the world that we might live through 
him. See the important connection: God, Love. Love, God 


up our mission: “Friends... let us be 
loving, hopeful and optimistic. And 
we'll change the world.” 

Back in May 2007, volunteers 
at First, Sackville, N.S., decided to 
expand one of our strengths by 
putting in a potato garden for Feed 
Nova Scotia. They named the garden 
HOPE (Helping Others Eat Daily). 
Armed with rakes, hoes, shovels, 
seeds, four truckloads of soil, fertil- 
izer, etc., they dug up a huge field 
behind the recreation centre in 
Middle Sackville. Later they invited 
everyone from our church, friends 
and neighbours to help tend the 
garden and then harvest the pota- 
toes. The project started slowly but 
eventually became a big success. In 
four years we have harvested more 
than 5,000 pounds of potatoes for 
families in need. 

In 2011, we were encouraged 
to put in a garden of cucumbers. 
The cucumbers were hard to grow 
because of the very wet season. 
However, persistence and hard work 
paid off. With donations of money, 
cucumbers from all kinds of people 
(including a local farmer’s market) 
and cukes from our own Hope 
Garden, we collected and delivered 
51 dozen to Feed Nova Scotia. 

Next year, with the help of 
students from Sackville Heights 
Junior High, we plan to put in a 
second garden in Lower Sackville. It 
will be in memory of Emily MacNa- 
mara. Emily was a 14-year-old student 
at the school who passed away in 
March 2011. In fact, the students 
already worked on the garden last 
May but couldn’t plant the potatoes 


in the field due to wet weather. 

In Living Faith’s statement of 
Christian belief, we read about the 
church reaching out: “We are here 
to proclaim Christ in word and deed. 
Mission is service. A call to help people 
in need.” Our small church, through 
the garden, shows God’s love in action 
as the signs around Hope Garden make 
clear. Our gardens may be the key to a 
strong, healthy congregation. It may 
be the one project that will help us not 
only become a lively, healthy, growing 
congregation but it will soon become 
a well known and respected legend in 
the community. 

There is no doubt God’s love 
is touching our lives as we share a 
common interest. And “we” includes 
children. Let’s get them involved. Two 
years ago, a five-year-old girl broke 
down crying because she couldn’t 
pick potatoes. She had to go with her 
parents to a wedding in Cape Breton. 
Last summer, our granddaughter, Lia 
White was visiting from Hong Kong 
and spent a hot and sunny afternoon 
picking weeds from our cucumber 
patch. It was one of the highlights of 
her short visit with us. 

We are already hearing through 
the community grapevine: “Oh, First 
Sackville Presbyterian Church. That’s 
the congregation that provides pota- 
toes and cucumbers for the needy 
families each year.” 

It'ss-very “amportant, to serve 
people’s needs outside the four walls 
or the church will become like a 
palliative care institution—a place of 
comfort where pain is eased but also a 
place to die. We can keep the church 
alive by service in the community. 


We must focus our compassion and 
passion on the people we are serving. 
Our little church may die but the 
legend will live on. 

God has spoken of love to us 
through Christ. May our words and 
deeds say the same to others. We 
always need to be reminded that 
doing small things for people in need 
will make a big difference. & 


H. Roy White is a member of First, 
Sackville, N.S. 
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Migrant workers In Canada ‘sign away rights’ in hope of job security. 
BY MELANIE FERRIER ILLUSTRATION BY TIM ZELTNER 


Pitta saanse ie. 


- : Canadians who are 


not involved in the food production 
process have no idea how much work 
goes into the operations on a farm,” 
says Katharine Masterton, program 
coordinator with the national church’s 
Justice Ministries department. Last 
June, Masterton organized a three-day 
trip to Niagara-on-the-Lake for Pres- 
byterians who were interested in the 
complicated issue of foreign workers 
in Canada. 

“ld sréadsostaistical psstuire On 
temporary foreign workers, but I had 
never been on a large-scale commercial 
farm and I had never met anyone 
who was involved in the labour 
process,” Masterton says. For her, it 


was necessary to put names and faces 
to what can otherwise be just another 
Canadian issue. 

“It’s so easy to be black and white 
about it and to not see that it’s one big 
complicated story. There are names 
and faces behind it all.” 

Farmers across the country face a 
domestic labour shortage as the need 
for labour rises while the number of 
Canadians willing to do the job con- 
tinues to fall. Programs that bring for- 
eigners to Canada aim to fill the gap. 

SAWP is one of four programs run 
by Citizenship and Immigration Can- 
ada (CIC) and Human Resources and 
Skills Development Canada (HRSDC). 
Together the federal ministries also 


It Starts witha Conversation => 
How churches can help, — 


“The situation of foreign workers in 
Canada differs greatly from place to 
place, from farm to farm, from com- 
munity to community,” says Katha- 
rine Masterton, program coordina- 
tor with the national church’s Jus- 
tice Ministries department. “I don’t 
think there is one answer. You can’t 
say that all churches should do this 
or that. The best approach is to just 


sit down and have a conversation.” | 


Nancy Howse, a member at St. 
Andrew’s, Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Ont., has been having that conver- 
sation since 1987 when she worked 
as a cashier in her local Virgil, Ont., 
grocery store. On Friday nights, 
when the workers drove in for a 
week's supply of oil and rice, Howse 
would invite them to church and 
Sunday lunch. 

“We were pretty ignorant in the 
beginning,” Howse recalls. “But as 


our family got to know a few work- 


ers as friends, they would share their 


36 April 2012 Presbyterian Record 


stories with us.” : 

There are good stories and there 
are sad, frustrating stories, Howse 
says, but what all workers have 
in common are the daily chal- 
lenges of living in a new country. 
Howse began spending more and — 
more time driving her new friends — 
to doctor’s appointments, picking 
them up for church and explaining — 
numerous government forms. 

In 1999, she joined the Carib- 
bean Workers Outreach Program, 
a project of the Niagara presbytery 


that brings two Caribbean pastors to © 


Canada each summer to minister to 
the migrant workers in the region. | 

“We need to take seriously our 
mandate to look after the stranger 
in our midst—to treat them as we | 
would like to be treated,” Howse — 
says. “If we step out of our comfort 
zones and actually meet them ... we | 
would be inspired by God to reach — 
out in new ways.” —MF 


run the Temporary Foreign Worker 
Program, the Live-in Caregiver Pro- 
gram and the Project for Occupations 
Requiring Lower Levels of Formal 
Training. Each program involves a dif- 
ferent industry, but all bring in foreign 
workers on temporary work permits. 

Although temporary workers 
accounted for less than one per cent 
of all full-time workers surveyed in the 
2006 census, there are about 400,000 
temporary foreign workers in Canada 
each year. That’s a striking number 
considering about 250,000 new immi- 
grants are admitted yearly. According 
to’ the: CIG,;- the Temporary horeien 
Worker Program is the fastest grow- 
ing reason for temporary workers to be 
admitted into the country. 

Compensation for foreign work- 
ers is complicated. While stipulations 
vary by province, employers nor- 
mally cover the initial costs of travel 
and housing, but a portion of those 
costs (along with other things such as 
meals, insurance premiums, and work 
visa fees) may come off the worker’s 
pay cheque. 

Alfredo Barahona is a migrant 
rights program coordinator with Kai- 
ros Canada, an ecumenical social jus- 
tice group supported by the Presbyte- 
rian Church. He says it is difficult to 
evaluate the wage of a foreign worker 
because there is no Canadian equiva- 
lent to compare it with. 

“One of the reasons why workers 
are brought into any field is because 
employers are saying that they cannot 
find a Canadian who will take the 
job. You are not likely to find any 
Canadians in the field, so it is hard to 
compare wages.” 

According to the HRSDC’s website, 
the employer must pay seasonal for- 
eign workers one of three rates of pay, 
whichever one is highest: 

e the provincial minimum wage; 

e the prevailing wage identified by 
the Government of Canada; or 

e the same rate the employer pays 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


Canadians for doing the same 

type of work. 
And the employer must make addi- 
tional payments for overtime. 

However, according to Stan Raper, 
national coordinator for the United 
Food and Commercial Workers’ 
Union, the government’s statement 
is deceiving. “Labour laws fall under 
provincial jurisdiction and agriculture 
workers in Ontario are excluded from 
specific provisions of the Employment 


Standards Act. The hours of work 
provision and vacation with pay are all 
sections of the provincial Employment 
Standards Act, which, for farm workers, 
are Out of reach. 

“Until the federal government 
implements national standards for agri- 
culture workers or puts their protection 
under specific federal regulation they 
are all talk with no ability to act.” 

In November 2010, the UN Interna- 
tional Labour Organization criticised 


Ontario for violating the human rights 
of its foreign and domestic agricultural 
workers. The organization found fault 
with Ontario’s Agricultural Employees 
Protection Act, which allows workers 
to organize but prevents them from 
collective action or bargaining. 
Without an_- effective union, 
Ontario agricultural workers cannot 
challenge executive decisions, working 
conditions or their role in a business 
unless they do so as an individual. > 
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Even with a permit, forelon workers 
dont always enjoy tne rights that are 
avaliable to other Canadian residents 


That’s risky for foreign workers, 
Barahona says. They not only risk 
losing their jobs, they also risk being 
sent home. 

“Tf there is a disagreement and 
the worker complains, the employer 
may decide that he will be sent back. 
That happens a lot. Workers are just 
shipped back, end of story,” Barahona 
says. “If your employer labels you a 
troublemaker, that’s going to raise flags 
for others and you may not be able to 
come back. 

“Workers are tied to a _ particu- 
lar employer,” Barahona adds. “Tf, 
for whatever reason, your employer 
doesn’t want you there, you cannot 
simply go to another employer. You 
have to apply for another permit and 
you don’t know how long that is going 
to take.” 

“Signing a contract is signing 
away your rights,” says Troy Ebanks, 
a young electrical engineer and proud 
Jamaican. “But no contract is just as 
bad. There’s no security.” 

Working in Canada is a tradition 
in the Ebanks family. Troy’s father was 
a seasonal agricultural worker for 27 
years and his brother works on a farm 
in Niagara. After finishing his studies 
in Jamaica, Ebanks applied to the Tem- 
porary Foreign Worker Program. 

“They wouldn’t take me at first,” 
Ebanks says. “They said I wouldn’t go 
back to Jamaica when my visa expired.” 
However, with some _ perseverance, 
he received a two-year permit with a 
cucumber grower in Leamington, Ont. 

Ebanks recalls the close calls that 


marked his first few weeks on the job. 
A co-worker’s foot was crushed under 
a piece of heavy farm equipment. 
Another worker nearly lost an eye. 
After the first accident, Ebanks and his 
co-workers received steel-toed boots. 
After the second, everyone was given 
safety goggles. 

“T asked my supervisor what the 
boss was doing to prevent injuries, but 
he wouldn’t give me a clear answer,” 
Ebanks says. “He said the conditions 
were good.” 

Ebanks also asked why chemicals 
were sprayed while the workers were 
in the greenhouse and why the heat 
was off when the workers arrived on 
cold winter mornings. 

Less than two months after speak- 
ing with his supervisor, Ebanks lost 
his job. 

With more than a year left on his 
visa, Ebanks decided to stay in Canada. 
He moved to Niagara and found work 
in a vineyard. However, because his 
permit is tied to the company in Leam- 
ington, Ebanks works without the 
benefit of a contract. 

Even with a permit, foreign workers 
don’t always enjoy the rights that are 
available to other Canadian residents. 
For example, workers are entitled to 
health care and workers’ compensa- 
tion, but many illnesses and injuries 
go unreported. 

Michael Coley has been coming to 
Canada since 1999. In early August, 
he experienced severe chest and arm 
pain. Rather than talk to his supervi- 
sor, Coley kept his worries to himself. 


On Aug. 18, Coley had a minor 
heart attack. After removing a blood 
clot, his doctor advised four days of 
rest and no less than six weeks of light 
work. Since there is no light work on 
a farm, Coley’s employer planned to 
send the ailing worker home. How- 
ever, Coley refused, arguing that he 
was not fit to fly back to Jamaica. 

Sitting on the front stoop of the 
house he shares with his co-workers, 
Coley struggles to tell a story that has 
left him feeling bitter. “After all I went 
through, they were sending me on my 
way home to die. That tells me they 
simply don’t care. As long as work- 
ers are doing their job, they are fine. 
When you are sick, you are of no more 
use to them.” 

“Workers fear being deported if 
there are any imperfections or dissatis- 
faction in their capacity to work,” says 
Janette McIntosh, Vancouver’s Kairos 
contact, and member at West Point 
Grey, Vancouver. “With that fear loom- 
ing there are some hidden tragedies.” 

Every province has standards of 
employment that are meant to pre- 
vent such tragedies, McIntosh adds. 
The problem is, there is currently no 
way to ensure standards are being met. 

Barahona agrees. “There are good 
employers and there are workers who 
have a good relationship with their 
employer. Unfortunately, this is left to 
the individual employer because the 
mechanisms that would ensure fair 
treatment are not there. 

“There should be a government 
employee who investigates each > 
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worksite and there should be non- 
government advocates to verify 
that the work is being done. 
Mechanisms will ensure that workers 
receive the support they need 
without fear of being laid off or sent 
home.” 

“The reality is that the workers 
want to come,” Barahona continues. 
“They need to come and we need 
them to come. So, if we need the 
workers and they are making a con- 
tribution to our economy and soci- 
ety, why do we have to keep them 
as disposable commodities? These 
are men and women like you, like 
me. They are God’s creation and are 
entitled to everything that we enjoy 
here in this country. Everything you 
want for yourself, wouldn’t you want 
that for someone else?” 

In the fading light of Friday eve- 
ning, the Meyers Farms staff gather 
for cold drinks, a few laughs, and 
a chance to celebrate the end of 
another workweek. It’s a tradition 
that extends back to when farm 
founder Jim Meyers hired his first 
migrant workers. 

“He was the heart of this place,” 
says Arnie Vlaar, who manages 
greenhouse production. Jim Meyers 
died last summer and Vlaar says the 
farm is going through an emotional 
transition. “Even now we are discov- 
ering little things he would do ... He 
was always out working the fields 
with his hired hands. 

“He was very proud of his 
Mexican and Jamaican workers,” 
Vlaar says. “He taught us that by 
example.” & 


Melanie Ferrier is a freelance journalist 
living in Ottawa. She grew up in 
Ontario’s Golden Horseshoe surrounded 
by fruit farms, vineyards and the 
migrant labourers who work there. She 
calls Cheyne Presbyterian in Stoney 
Creek, Ont., her home. 


Faithfully Serving 


Updates from the Life & Mission Agency 


_www.presbyterian.ca/Ima __ . 


APRIL 2012 


1-800-619-7301 50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, Ontario M3 


Employee Assistance 
Program Extended 


presbyterian.ca/eap 


In September 2010, the Life 
and Mission Agency created 
a pilot Employee Assistance 
Program (EAP) to offer 
ministers and their families 
access to confidential 
counselling, consultation and 
referral. 

Funded by bequests in the 
church's Sustaining Pastoral 
Excellence Fund, this pilot 
program was expected to 
last two years. Fortunately 
however, lower than 
expected costs mean that 
the pilot program will be 
extended for a third year until 
the end of August 2013. 


The EAP helps ministers to 
strengthen themselves for 
Christian service and gives 
the church 
another way to 
express its care for 
the community of 
people who lead 
it, 


ied 
orca by 


www .flickr.com/pcconnect 


Healing & Reconciliation 
May 20 is Healing and Reconciliation 
Sunday. June 17 is Aboriginal Day 
Sunday. Do one thing every Sunday 
between these dates to support 
healing and reconciliation between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people 
in Canada. 


Visit our Healing & Reconcilation 
page (presbyterian.ca/healing) for 


f ideas or contact David Phillips, 


Healing & Reconciliation Program 
Animator (dphillips@presbyterian.ca 
or 1-800-619-7301 ext 283). 


Caring for Creation 


Wise stewardship of creation honours 
God as the Creator. Participate in 
Earth Hour (March 31) and celebrate 
Earth Day (April 22)! Resources are 
online at presbyterian.ca/justice. 


Tell us how your congregation is 
caring for creation. Justice Ministries 
will post your story online. Send stories 
to kmasterton@presbyterian.ca. 


@ in Victoria April 
2 and a national event in 
@ Saskatoon June 21-24, 2012. 


TRC Events 
PCC representatives have 
attended the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission's 
national events in Winnipeg. 
Inuvik and Halifax. 

There will be a regional event 
13-14, 2012 


For more information, visit 
presbyterian.ca/healing 
or contact Dave Phillips: 
dphillips@presbyterian.ca 


Mission Blogs 


Each of our overseas mission 


1 staff now have a blog where 


you can follow along as they 
work fo proclaim Christ as 
representatives of The 
Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. 

presbyterian. ca/missionstaff 


Canada Youth 2012] 


The PCC’'s national youth 
conference takes place at 


| Brock University from July 3-8, 


2012. Visit the website for 
details about the 
event. 
canadayouth.ca 


he 
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St. Andrew’s, Nanaimo, B.C. 


The children chose to help people in East Africa for their Advent 
project in 2011.The children’s offerings and a well-supported 
cookie sale raised $585.11 to send to Presbyterian World Service 
and Development for famine relief. What a wonderful gift in the 
Advent season. 


Melville, Ont. 


The congregation at Melville celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of Rev. Dr. Stephen 
Chen and his wife Lifang (Yoshiko) in 
their ministry and marriage. After the 
worship service everyone was invited 


First, New Westminster, B.C. 


Rev.Tim Bruneau and the rest of First 
meticulously planned the church's 
March 11 anniversary. After all, it was 

a big landmark: 2012 is the 150th 

year of Presbyterian worship in New 
Westminster. The makeup of the 
worshippers has changed, with a large 
percentage of First's congregants being 
immigrants and other newcomers, but 
the passion remains the same. Here's to 
another 150 years—and more. 


to the lower hall for a time of fellowship 


From left: George Froom, Mary Froom, Sarah Lewis and April Bishop 
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and anniversary cake. 


TOP PHOTO BY: LARRY WRIGHT, ROYAL CITY RECORD 


People & Places BACK 


St. Mary’s, Ont. 


In November, St. Mary's celebrated its 163rd anniversary; 150 
members and friends came to hear former minister and current 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Rick Horst preach. They also enjoyed a luncheon 
and celebrated their wonderful history together. 

From left: Murray Mitchell, Bessie Hounsell, Valerie Thompson, Rev. Dr. 
Rick Horst, Muriel Sheldon and Brian Emery 


Knox, North Easthope, Ont. 

Three young men confirmed their faith this past 
June. Andrew Horne (front left), Cameron Hart 
(centre) and Matthew Fullerton (right) were 
welcomed as members into a congregation 

that is very proud of them. Supporting the 
young men from the back row are Arthur Horne, 
William J. Rutherford, Rev. Andrew Fullerton, 
Alex Hart and Lois Horne. 


5, CHT ea 
eee! 


St. Andrew’s, Warkworth, Ont. 


In December, St. Andrew's féted Ona Carlaw 

as she retired after 39 years of service as elder, 
Sunday school teacher and clerk of session. She 
comes from a long line of Mrs. Carlaws reaching 
back 154 years to the church's founding. “Saint 
Ona” remains active as a beloved charter member 
of the Blue Banner ladies’ group. She is seen here 
with some of her grandchildren—the eighth 
generation of Carlaws in this church. 

Back row from left: Madison, Ona and Mackenzie 
Front row from left: Jacob, Kendal and Sidney 


ON OUR WEBSITE: An expression of gratitude from Chippawa, Ont., a Thanksgiving celebration at St. John’s, Pugwash, N.S., 
five musical daughters at Sedgwick Memorial, Tatamagouche, N.S., the dedication of the St. Andrew's cairn at The Falls, N.S., 
Irene Bradley's 99th birthday celebration at Knox, Tiverton, Ont. and a man in a big red hat at Knox, St. Thomas, Ont. You can 
also see more photos from St. Andrew’s, Nanaimo, B.C., St. Mary’s, Ont., and St. Andrew’s, Warkworth, Ont. 
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God With 


THE RESURRECTION SETS US ERERFOR PERFEC TER viGk 


He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that 
he might come to have first place 
in everything. For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or 
in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 


Cc 


—Colossians 1:18-20 


here is so much joy in the 

Easter message of new life 

and renewed hope! The 
darker, more contemplative days of 
the Lenten season make way for the 
journey into wholeness which only 
an empty tomb and a risen Lord can 
confirm. Our funeral and memorial 
services reflect compassion and pur- 
pose because the resurrection of our 
Saviour foreshadows a promise to 
us all, that “because I live, you shall 
live also!” But Easter’s implication is 
more than just being assured of God’s 
redeeming and reconciling power; it 
is the daily opportunity to live out 
our lives under the banner of a fun- 
damental principle: this Jesus, whom 
God raised from the dead, now takes 
precedence in all things. 

Not only is he Lord of the church 
and Lord of all the galaxies, but he is 
Lord of the smallest and most simple 
moments of our lives. In our common 
society, so transfixed upon the grandi- 
ose gestures and governmental goof- 
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WHAT IS A REVITALIZED 
CHURCH IF NOT A 
COMMUNITY OF 
DISCIPLES WHO HAVE 
GIVEN HIM FIRST PLACE 
IN EVERYTHING, FROM 
ANNUAL MEETINGS TO 
PRAYER MEETINGS, FROM 
SANDWICH MAKING TO 
PEACEMAKING? 


ups that pass for daily news, the Lord 
of life and conqueror of death has an 
abiding interest in the way we meet our 
neighbour or the stranger we have not 
yet met—persons who hold absolutely 
no interest to the broadcaster or pub- 
lisher. But who these fellow sojourners 
are to us is a major matter to our Lord, 
the one who has called us to make him 
first in every moment and avenue of 
our experience. So then, do we honour 
the one who holds first place by mak- 
ing the kinds of choices which honour 


BY RICK HORST 


the unnoticed ones around us, whom 
he so deeply loves? Or are our motives 
for good often influenced to a selfish 
degree by whether we think another 
soul will hear our words, or take note 
of our actions, and then ascribe us 
merit beyond our due? “By making 
peace through the blood of his cross,” 
Jesus showed for all eternity that he 
was looking not for merit, but for the 
reconciliation of the whole world. In 
that work, and by that true merit, he 
alone is Lord of all, and he has “come 
to have first place in everything.” That 
means first place in our homes; first 
place in our relationships; first place 
in every conversation and facet and 
moment of who we are and how we 
live. Everything! 

What is a revitalized church if not 
a community of disciples who have 
given him first place in everything, 
from annual meetings to prayer meet- 
ings, from sandwich making to peace- 
making? “For in him, all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell.” This one 
who is truly God-with-us is the one 
whose resurrection sets us free for per- 
fect service. Hallelujah to the one who 
is first and last and who lives forever 
as our God! m 


Grace and Peace, 


(24 (oom 


Rev. Dr. Rick Horst is minister at St. 
Andrew’s, Barrie, Ont. Follow him at 
presbyterian.ca/moderator. 


PORTRAIT BY WESLEY BATES/THREEINABOX.COM 


Market Place sack 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWNEX wv. 


Robemakers and Tailors 
Custom tailored clergy robes, 
Choir gowns, vestments, academic robes 


1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel: 416-503-1288 www.crownex.com 


BULLAS =" 
GLASS iw 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
e traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ° storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 
30 Chauncey Avenue 


Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED C@Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 www.edwardsglass.net 


yf 
SSOCETY Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


Does your new employee read the Place your 
employment ad in 


Presbyterian Record? Find out! 
our next issue and 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 find the perfect 
or email: cmccormick@canadads.com candidate fast. 


cmccormick@canadads.com 


classifieds | 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


THIS APRIL! 


SCHOOL OF HEALING PRAYER 
(now in its 12th year, 700+ participants) 
6 Tuesdays, April 10 — May 15, 7:00 pm 


BE EQUIPPED FOR HEALING MINISTRY 


Venue: St Paul’s Bloor St (Bloor/Yonge) 


Contact: Ted & Carol Ward 
416-429-8770 


christianhealing|@gmail.com 
www.christianhealingassociates.ca 


Retired And Feeling 
Unsettled About Not Working? 


Caroline Cole, M.B.A., M. Ed., C.H.R.P. 
Career & Life Transition Consultant 


Canadian HR Solutions, Inc. 
Tel: (416) 779-3585 
ccole@cdnhr.com 
www.cdnhr.com 
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SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 
Summerside, P.E.I., Summerside; interim 
moderators Rev. Mark Buell, RR 1, Belle River, PE 
COA 1B0; mwbuell@ihis.org and 
Rev. Andrew Hutchinson, 18 Edgehill Terrace, 
Stratford, PE C1B 2V4; atgh@bellaliant.net. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 

EASTERN ONTARIO 

Montreal, St. Andrew and St. Paul; associate 
minister; interim moderator Rev. Dr. Dale 
Woods, 3495 University St. Montreal, QC H3A 
2A8; 514-288-5256 ext 202; 
pastoralstudies@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Winchester, Ont., St. Paul's; Chesterville, St. 
Andrew's; Morewood; full-time; interim 
moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO Box 131, 
Maxville, ON KOC 110; 613-538-2582; jim_ 
olga@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Brampton, St. Andrew's; senior minister; interim 
moderator Rev. Harvey Self, PO Box 276, 


Orangeville, ON LOW 2Z7;519-941-1334; 
office@tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org. 

Cambridge, Knox's Galt; interim moderator 
Rev. Angus Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave.N., 
Cambridge, ON N1S 2L1;519-748-4540 (office); 
ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

Colborne, Old St. Andrew’s; minister (half-time); 
interim moderator Rev. David G. Cooper, 67 
Victoria Ave., Belleville, ON K8N 2A1;613-242- 
6927; revdavecooper@gmail.com. 

Etobicoke, Graceview; interim moderator Rev. 
Thomas Kim, c/o University Presbyterian Church, 
1830 Finch Ave.W., Toronto, ON M3N 1M8;416- 
663-3281; minister@universitychurch.ca. 

Gravenhurst, Knox; minister; interim moderator 
Rev. Courtney M. Crawford, 28 Gray St., PO Box 
821, Coldwater, ON LOK 1E0; 705-238-8648; 
revcmcrawford@gmail.com. 

Kingston, St. John’s and Seeley’s Bay, Sand Hill; 
full-time; interim moderator 
Rev. Kate Jordan, 175 Stone St.S., 
Gananoque, ON K7G 2A2; 613-382-2315; 
kate-byron.jordan@bell.net. 

Markham, Markham Chinese; full-time associate 


To feature your employment opportunity please contact Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


The Church of 


fee St. Andrew and St. Paul 


...lS seeking an associate minister 


We are a vibrant, growing congregation with members from a range of backgrounds 
and cultural communities. We worship in an historic Montreal church located close to 
several universities within a culturally rich city center. 

We offer traditional worship characterized by excellence in preaching and music. As 
a congregation of over 700 members and adherents, we are served by a very capable and 


dedicated lay leadership and lead minister. 


Having strengths in several areas of ministry, we desire to grow these strengths in new 
directions. Therefore, we are seeking an associate minister whose primary gifts are in 
leadership development, building community and strengthening outreach. The associate 
minister will also help to lead worship and preach occasionally throughout the year. 

A working knowledge of French, or a willingness to learn, would be an advantage 
for living and working in Montreal. A copy of our profile with a complete ministry 
description can be found at www.standrewstpaul.com. 


Interim Moderator: Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 University St. Montreal, H3A 2A8 
Tel. 514-288-5256 ext 202 Email: pastoralstudies@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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Ministry Opportunities 


minister for English-speaking ministry, 
familiarity with Mandarin and Cantonese 
languages beneficial; interim moderator 
Rev.Sam Priestley, 19 Elm Lea St., Markham, ON 
L3P 3M8; 905-294-1633; sam.priestley@bell.net. 

Mississauga, Clarkson Road; interim moderator 
Pastor Howard Sullivan, 170 Main St.E., Milton, ON 
LOT 1N8;905-878-6060; 
pastor.howard92@gmail.com. 

Mississauga, Dixie; minister full-time, interim 
moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, 83 Trafalgar Rd., 
PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0;519-855- 
6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

Nottawa, Emmanuel; full-time minister; interim 
moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 206 Murphy 
Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 705-424-0779; 
livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oshawa, St. Luke's and St. James (new two-point 
charge); joint interim moderators Rev. Dr.Lynda 
Reid, lyndareid@bellnet.ca and Rev. Dr.lan 
Clark, drianclark@gmail.com. 

Parry Sound, St. Andrew’s; Pastor of Word and 
Sacrament; interim moderator Rev. George 
Anderson, c/o St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, 1 High St., Huntsville, ON P1H 2R3; 
705-789-2122; george@standrewshuntsville.ca; 
www.standrewsparrysound.org. 

Pickering, Amberlea; co-interim moderator Rev. 
Jeremy Bellsmith, c/o Burns Presbyterian 
Church, 765 Myrtle Rd., Ashburn, ON LOB 1A0; 
jeremy@burnschurch.org. 

Toronto, Calvin; interim moderator Rev. Dr. Harris 
Athanasiadis, 1 Greenland Rd., Toronto, ON 
M3C 2E4; 416-444-3471; 
hathan1964@hotmail.com. 

Toronto, Knox; senior minister; interim moderator 
Rev. Don Pollock, 630 Spadina Ave., Toronto, ON 
M5S 2H4; donpoll@rogers.com. 

Toronto, St. Giles Kingsway; minister; interim 
moderator Rev. John-Peter Smit, 56 Thirty 
Third St., Toronto, ON M8W 3H3;647-348-0879; 
johnpetersmit@gmail.com. 

Trenton, St. Andrew’s; full-time minister; interim 
moderator Rev. Stephen Durkin; 
sdunkin@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Brussels, Melville; part-time; interim moderator 
Rev. Don McCallum, c/o Knox Presbyterian 
Church, 220 Livingstone Ave.N., Listowel, ON 
N4W 1P9; 519-291-4690; donpmccallum@ 
wightman.ca. 

Dresden, St. Andrew’s and Rutherford; full- 
time minister for two-point charge; interim 
moderator Rev. Douglas Cameron, 251 Duncan 
St.,Wallaceburg, ON N8A 5G5;519-397-9132; 
pastordoug-im@thosecamerons.com. 

\Iderton, Bethel; part-time; Carl Crossett, 
convener of search committee, 


14846 Fifteen Mile Rd., RR 2, Denfield,ON NOM 
1P0; 519-225-2733; ccrossett@quadro.net. 

St. Catharines, St. Giles; minister; interim 
moderator Rev. Douglas Schonberg, 8280 
Willoughby Dr., Niagara Falls, ON L2G 6X2; 905- 
295-4231; doug.schonberg@chippawapc.ca. 

Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; half-time; 
interim moderator Rev. John Hibbs; 35 Giffin 
Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 7N5; 905-627-9080; 
jayhibbs@cogeco.ca. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; interim moderator 
Rev. Barry Van Dusen, 770 Lakeshore Rad., Sarnia, 
ON N7T 275;519-542-2253; barry.peggy. 
vandusen@sympatico.ca. 

Teeswater, Knox and Kinlough; interim 
moderator Rev. Michael Rundle, 563 11th 
St., Hanover,ON N4N 17T4;519-364-1622; 
michaelrundle_@hotmail.com. 

Wiarton, St. Paul’s; minister; interim moderator 
Rev. Terry Samuel, PO Box 931, Lion’s Head, 

ON NOH 1W0;519-793-6265 or 519-396-6082; 
tsamuel@bmts.com. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Greenstone, Ont., St. Andrew’s; half-time; interim 
moderator Bert Vancook, 207 S. Brodie St., 
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 156; 807-622-4273; 
minister@saintapc.ca. 

Winnipeg, First; interim moderator 
Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND 

THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Knox; interim moderator Rev. Bob Smith, 
c/o Varsity Acres Presbyterian Church, 4612 
Varsity Dr. NW, Calgary, AB T3A 1V7;403-288- 
0544; bob.smith@vapc.ca. 

Red Deer, Alta., Knox; interim moderator 
Rev. Annabelle Wallace, 13820-109A Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T5M 2K1; 403-505-9736; 
annabellew@shaw.ca. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Comox, Comox Valley; interim moderator Rev. 
John Green, 579 Grayson Rd., Campbell River, 
BC VOW 6K3; revjohngreen@gmail.com. 

Vernon, Knox; interim moderator Rev. David 
Heath; 250-860-6051; bntheredsh@gmail.com; 
www.pccweb.ca/Knox-Vernon. 

Victoria, Trinity; interim moderator Rev. Irwin 
Cunningham, c/o Saanich Peninsula 
Presbyterian Church, 9296 East Saanich Rd., 
North Saanich, BC V8L 1H8; 250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. i 
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Hogg, Thomas Lind, Nov. 5, 1915—Feb. 13, 
2012, World War II veteran of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, passed away peace- 
fully at the Perley Rideau Veterans’ Health 
Centre in Ottawa at the age of 96. Husband 
of the late Edith Dumouchel of Coleville, 
Sask.; father of David, Jessie and Jim; 
grandfather of six and great-grandfather 
of four; survived by his brother George in 
Calgary. Tom grew up in Saskatoon where 
he attended St. Andrew’s. 

When WWII was declared he joined 
the RCAF and served as an airframe me- 
chanic for three years before training as a 
pilot. He flew briefly on anti-submarine 
patrol from Canada’s east coast before 
being posted overseas to 299 Squadron, 
special operations. After victory in Eu- 
rope Tom was on his way to Japan when 
the war ended. He stayed in the RCAF un- 
til 1963. The family enjoyed many post- 
ings across Canada. Thereafter, Tom was 
manager for Standard Aero Engine Ltd. in 
Edmonton. 

He was an avid gardener and golfer 
and active in many congregations of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, espe- 
cially Zion in Angus, Ont., Summerside 
in Summerside, P.E.I., St. Andrew’s in La- 
chine, Que. and First in Edmonton. 


Howick, Madeline, on Sunday, Feb. 
5, 2012 a wonderful wife, mother, 
grandmother and __ great-grandmother 
passed into the arms of the Lord in her 
100th year surrounded by her three 
adoring daughters at the Caressant Care 
Nursing Home in Harriston, Ont. Beloved 
by her four children Margaret Lupton 
(Charles), John Howick (Donna), Betty 
Wise (Bev) and Kay Lupton (Robert); 12 
grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren. 
Predeceased by her husband Rev. Dr. A. FE. 
(Fred) Howick (1997). 

A graduate of the Ontario Bible College, 
Madeline was a true partner to her husband 
in his 60-year ministry in the Presbyterian 
Church. She will be fondly remembered by 


friends across the country for her willingness 
to serve the Lord by singing in the choir, 
teaching Sunday school, participating in 
quilting bees or baking buns for a church 
supper. A celebration of her remarkable life 
was held at Burns Presbyterian Church, 
Erin, Ont. on Thursday, Feb. 9, 2012. 


Moore, Elizabeth Margaret (Calder), wife 
of the late F L. Rev. Earl Moore (1961). 
Faithful member and retired elder of 
Knox Presbyterian Church, Dundas, Ont. 
died Aug. 30, 2011. Elizabeth was the first 
woman to be elected to Knox kirk session. 
Elizabeth was a kind, caring woman of 
deep faith who served God with dedica- 
tion, humility and grace. “God’s good and 
faithful servant.” 


Morton, Margaret Herron, at Moira Place, 
Tweed, Ont. on Friday, Dec. 16, 2011. Mar- 
garet (Howie) passed away peacefully in 
her 76th year. Margaret was the daughter 
of the late Joseph and Mary (Burns) Howie; 
wife of the late Laird Morton; mother of 
Jain (Margaret) Morton, Alison (Graham 
Watson) Morton, Lesley Morton and Craig 
(Christina) Morton; grandmother of Sean 
and Adam Morton, Danika and Sheldon 
Watson and Mackenzie Morton; and sister 
to the late Mary Howie. 

Margaret was always a dedicated 
member of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. She grew up in St. Paul’s, 
Englehart, Ont. and upon moving to 
Kingston for university joined St. An- 
drew’s, Kingston, Ont. There she joyful- 
ly participated in their choir. Later with 
her husband and family she moved to 
Tweed where she was an active member 
of St. Andrew’s. She participated in the 
choir and the Presbyterian Women and 
was ordained an elder. She will be sore- 
ly missed as part of St. Andrew’s family. 


Ormston, George Carr IT, on Feb. 18, 
2012 this faithful elder of St. Paul’s Pres- 
byterian Church, Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. 
went to his heavenly reward. George was 
the beloved husband of Barbara and cher- 
ished father of Lisa and the late Carol. 
George will be remembered for his deep 
Christian convictions, his friendship and 
his witty sense of humour. @ 
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Visit 
presbyterianrecord.ca 
for Extra Content 


HERE ARE A FEW SAMPLES TAKEN FROM RECENT POSTS BY OUR TALENTED BLOGGERS. 


AN EXCERPT FROM KRISTINE O’BRIEN’S BLOG, 
THE BLOOMING REVEREND: 


“Uh, mom? I didn’t mean that there is a flower outside 
of your office. I meant it is actually growing in your office.” 

What? 

My office is near the front door of our 20-something- 
year-old building. It has a large, floor-to-ceiling window 
that lets in loads of sunlight and gives me a glimpse of 
the front yard gardens. Along with iris, roses, hosta and 
couple of large stone planters, there are two large patches 
of Vinca. One grows up against my office wall. 

I went to my office window to investigate and found 
things exactly as my daughter had said: there is vinca 
growing in my office! It has somehow managed to burrow 
through the brick wall and make its way into my office. I 
was stunned... 

Only a determined plant would begin the task of 
breaking through a brick wall in the middle of a Canadian 
winter with nothing but a thin, tender shoot. Clearly, this 
is a plant with guts. 


AN EXERPT FROM EVANGELINE KEELEY'S BLOG, 
NOTES OF FAITH: 
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Sometimes we complain about the weather—after all, 
isn’t it our favourite topic of conversation? But deep down 
we know change is coming. Winter to spring to summer to 
fall and back to winter. 

Could we be so eager about change when we worship? 
I’m not referring to the parts of worship such as the sermon, 
the scripture readings or the music. Those are things I think 
generally speaking we expect to change from week to week. 
No, I’m talking about ourselves. Do we expect to change 
when we worship? Do we expect that God will speak to us 
in some way? Do we eagerly anticipate the change God will 
make in us when we are faithful? 
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AN EXERPT FROM PATRICIA SCHNEIDER'S BLOG: 


Name Calling 

My sister phoned me the other day. She is 10 years 
older than I am and although we are both seniors, to her, I 
am her “baby sister. 

In a house full of young people, I came along and 
was such a novelty that I am sure I was loved nearly to 
death. I have wonderful memories of my older brothers 
and sisters who made me feel cherished. I was truly 
blessed. 

When my sister called me, she of course used the child- 
hood name she always did. It sort of shook me up. My 
husband used it too, but now with him gone, she is the 
only one that calls me by this name. It touched me and 
made me realize how important names.are. 


AN EXERPT FROM KATIE MUNNIK’S BLOG, 


THE MESSY TABLE: 
Lent Begins With Discipline 


Lent begins and, with it, an emphasis on spiritual 
disciplines. The big ones: fasting, meditation, silence. And 
storytelling. 

Because reading stories is a spiritual discipline, too. We 
don’t label it like that at bedtime, but it is. 

You need to quiet yourself to hear a story. You need to 
be settled. 

You also need to give up control. I might want the char- 
acters to behave a certain way, but it is out of my hands. I 
need to let go and let the story happen. 

And also the details matter in stories. We live in the 
story when we inhabit the details. 

That concentration centres our spirit. It makes us recep- 
tive. Disciplined. 

And with that in mind, Lent begins. @ 


continued from page 50 


Cariboo. | talked with him whenever 
our town days collided. And he is the 
second person I know who has been 
killed and eaten by a bear, virtually in 
his own backyard. The first was on the 
Chilcotin side of the Fraser River a few 
years back when a black bear knocked 
Sven off his horse while tending cows 
on his own range. You just never know. 

We all know we are going to die. 
Most of us who have aged just a whisker 
beyond the immortal teenage years have 
figured out that we don’t get out of this 
life alive. What we don’t know, what 
we can’t possibly ever know, is precisely 
when and how death will find us. We 
could be attacked by a bear, unloaded by 
a horse, kicked by a cow, fall down a cliff, 
overturn a canoe, collide with a logging 
truck—and I have lost good friends to all 
of these. However it comes, for most of 
us death comes as a surprise. According 
to the news reports, on the day the bear 
got old Bill he was peacefully juicing 
and canning apples in his house out in 
the Horsefly hills. The last thing on Bill’s 
mind was what happened in the apple 
orchard when the bear showed up and 
he went out to defend his apples. You 
just never know. 

Those folks whom I have been 
privileged to walk with through a 
terminal illness fully know death awaits 
them at the end of their journey. Their 
families know it just as much and just 
as well. Yet when death finally comes 
knocking it still is, at least at some level, 
a surprise. 

We are just back from burying 
Linda’s mom. After a rushed 12-hour 
drive home to the Kootenays on early 
winter roads, we arrived after Flo had 
slipped into unconsciousness and was 
being nurtured only by a regular dose 
of morphine; after we became fully 
aware of what all of that meant, when 
Flo died two days later there was still 
an element of surprise in it for all of us. 
Even in extreme old age and terminal 
illnesses, it seems to me no one knows 
exactly the day, the hour, the minute 
or the way death finally arrives. You 
just never know. 


For me this is why Easter and what 
it is all about is so important. Even 
after those first women saw Jesus risen 
from the grave, and those first men 
touched the wounds that killed him— 
and yet he was alive—those of us who 
can never know about death can know 
that death never gets the last word. The 
last word concerning death is, “He is 
risen.” (Matthew 28:6) Even after the 


What we don’t know, 
what we can’t possibly 


ever know, ts precisely 
when and how death 


will find us 


‘least of the apostles’ was blinded on the 
road to Damascus by the Risen Christ; 
even after he was personally privy to 
over 500 eyewitness accounts to the 
resurrection of Jesus, the last word on 
death is: “Death has been swallowed 
up in victory. Where, O death, is your 
victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 
(1 Corinthians 15:54-55) 

Linda’s mom’s death surprised me at 
a church conference. After driving Linda 
to Cranbrook and being with her and 
her mom for an evening, I had driven 
another four hours to just outside of 
Calgary to be the keynote speaker at a 
rather large ecumenical conference on 
rural ministry. Two days into it I got the 
word, first by email and then by phone, 


For the Journey 


that Flo had died. I really didn’t have 
the time to deal with the news until 
my part of the conference was over 
and I was driving through the Rocky 
Mountains back towards Cranbrook. 
It was hard to believe that my mother- 
in-law was dead. She was always such a 
vital, living presence in my life. She had 
played a large part in my conversion to 
Christ, in my becoming a Presbyterian 
and an ordained minister. Her dementia 
had been hard to believe when it began, 
but her actual death was even harder 
to believe. At some level I don’t think I 
thought she would ever die. 

As I got out of the truck in Cranbrook 
after a long drive on poor winter roads 
over the Rockies, Linda met me with a 
hug, a twinkle in her eye and the words: 
“Well hon, Mom has got her mind back.” 
We both laughed. Later at the graveside 
when Linda’s family took individual 
turns at being more than fashionably 
late for the committal, Linda sidled up 
to the frustrated funeral director and 
chuckled, “Don’t be discouraged. Being 
late is a family trait.” She didn’t say it 
but she told me later that she certainly 
thought it: This is the first time Mom 
has been on time for anything. 

Linda and her mom were close. Flo 
always referred to Linda as her baby, and 
as Linda is the youngest in the family, 
this was their special bond. I have been 
observing my wife quite carefully ever 
since her mom’s passing, looking for 
telltale signs of deep grieving. The weeks 
and months have not revealed the intense 
remorse, guilt, grief and depression that I 
often see in those who have lost a loved 
one. Sure, she sheds a tear now and again, 
and once in a while I catch a wistful look 
as she remembers, but there remains a 
brightness to her mourning that I think 
only a deep faith in the Risen Christ can 
instill. With death, you just never know. 
But with faith in the Risen Christ you can 
be absolutely sure: “Death is swallowed 
up in victory.” 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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For the Journey 


You Just Never Know 


DEATH SURPRISES US, BUT LIFE IN CHRIST EASES ITS STING. 


BY DAVID WEBBER 


/ 


is dead; ate by a bear. 

He was a logger, trapper and big game guide with more 
years of bush experience under his belt than I have total years 
hung on my gnarled 62-year-old frame. He was about 80 years 
old and in better shape than I am at 20 years his junior. And 
he died in his own backyard, right in his apple orchard. As 
far as | know there wasn’t enough left of old Bill when they 
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found him to conclusively prove whether the bear killed him 
and ate him or just found him and pulled up a chair. There is 
however, little doubt in the minds of folks who knew Bill well 
and in the minds of the friends that found what remained of 
him and studied the evidence at the scene. Killed and ate by 
a bear in his own backyard, they said. You just never know. 

I first met Bill about 23 years ago when we moved to the 
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FOR THE RECORD 


Dialogue of Love 


TRUTH IS GLIMPSED THROUGH CONVERSATION. BY DAVID HARRIS 


ainline Christianity— 

whether Protestant, Roman 

Catholic, Anglican or 
Orthodox—is undergoing monumental 
strains in what we sometimes call the 
economically developed world: most of 
Europe, Canada and the United States, 
Australia and New Zealand. 

The strains are centred around belief: 
What do we believe? What do we want 
to believe? Do we even want to believe? 

The answer on the one far side 
is an interest in God but a complete 
distrust of the way God is presented 
in institutional Christianity and 
a consequent falling away from 
the church. The far opposite side 
has developed a one-dimensional 
perspective on classical Christianity by 
drawing a picture of God created from 
an unreflective reading of scripture 
using whatever prejudices one brings 
as the crayons. 

Most Christians in the developed 
world fall into the first camp. On every 
survey they say they are interested 
in spirituality. They say they are 
Christian in their leanings but have no 
denominational affiliation. 

The question the church—any 
church—has to ask is does it want to 
have a conversation with these people 
on their terms, at least initially? 

You may be wondering where I 
am going with this and why I have 
raised it. What prompted me are some 
readers’ letters this month. 

Kenneth Oakes and Ken McMillan 
question the role of reason in relation 
to faith and scripture. John Vaudry 
charges that we are relativist (“doctrinal 
indifferentism”). Joyce Gladwell raises 
a point about reading the Bible literally. 

All these writers are addressing 
the intersection of faith and 
reason, possibly the most crowded 
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square in Christianity. The battles 
fought here can’t be counted. The 
misunderstandings and emotions are 
overwhelming, the deaths shocking 
and discouraging. 

So I want to declare here where 
the Record stands in this traffic jam. 
The short version is managing editor 
Andrew Faiz’s reply to John Vaudry. 
“T view it as my personal mission to 
encourage conversation within our 
church; I believe conversation is very 
important to a dynamic confessional 
institution like the PCC seeking the 
contemporary Christ.” 

Let’s be clear: Andrew’s mission 
is the Record’s mission. No successful 
magazine just dispenses information. 

In fact no _ subscription-based 
magazine I know of survives if it does 
not engage its readers in conversation. 

Some magazines owned by 
denominations have tried publishing 
only articles that expound the official 
line. None have survived. Because most 
people want to engage. 

They don’t want to be talked down 
to. And they certainly don’t want to be 
told they must believe this or do that or 
they will be shown the door. 

So first, let’s also revisit what we 
mean by reason in the sense of intellect 


and it’s role in this engagement. Reason 
is indeed a gift from God. Our whole 
existence is a gift from God! That’s what 
the first part of Genesis is all about. God 
created the world and it was good. 

The story of humanity’s falling 
away from a perfect relationship with 
God is about the misuse of those gifts, 
but if those gifts had become totally 
evil, we would cease to exist. 

Reason is one of the gifts that 
allows us to communicate and think 
about God. It is not, of course, all that 
we need to develop our faith. 

There is a long-standing discussion 
between the two largest divisions in 
Christianity, Roman Catholics and 
Orthodox. It’s beautifully and aptly 
called the Dialogue of Love. 

It’s apt, because God’s conversation 
with humanity as revealed in scripture is 
nothing if not a dialogue of love. That 
is God’s whole stated purpose behind 
entering the world in the person of Jesus. 

Christians have been rebelling 
against this truth since the beginning 
of the church, trying to make faith 
a dialogue of laws. The failure of this 
enterprise is evident in our divisions 
and our decline in the world. 

The Record is committed to dialogue. 
To dialogue with those in the church 
and to the extent that it is possible to 
dialogue with those outside the church 
whose spiritual curiosity draws them 
to look inside the doors of their local 
Presbyterian church. 

And it is committed to conducting 
that dialogue with one underlying law: 
love. Because ultimately, only love can 
reveal the truth. m 
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Scripture Not Reason 
Re Along the Way, March 

On a fishing trip off the west 
coast of Vancouver Island, I headed 
out from Tofino. I found myself lost, 
enveloped in a thick fog. I could not 
see beyond 10 feet and | had left 
my compass back at our campsite. | 
attempted to guide us back to our fish- 
ing spot using wind and tide direction 
and the limited light of the sun as 
markers. One hour later I began to see 
dim images of buildings and familiar 
sights. A humbling feeling came over 
me when I realized we had come full 
circle and were back in Tofino. 

So much for my reasoning abilities! 
I ended being off course in a major way. 

Iam concerned something similar 
will happen to our church when we 
use reason as the primary guide and 
not scripture. 

KENNETH OAKES, LADYSMITH, B.C. 


Literal and Literary 
Re Scripture Alone, March 

Rev. David Sherbino states that the 
second principle of interpreting the 
Bible is to do it literally. He then goes 


Letters | 


write to us 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. EMAIL US 
YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS ISSUE TO: 
LETTERS@PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


on to describe what he means. But 
what he describes is the very opposite 
of literal. He is instead recommend- 
ing that we use literary principles 
when we interpret scripture: that we 
recognise that some books are poetry, 
others are history; that we know and 
apply the historical context of the 
writing; that we attend to the liter- 
ary style, etc. In short we are to read 
the Bible using all the knowledge and 
acquired wisdom available to us. I 
agree heartily. Surely it is the literal 
reading of the Bible which neglects 
such knowledge and wisdom, and 
therefore tends to distort our under- 
standing of scripture. 

JOYCE GLADWELL, VIA EMAIL 


Focused 
The broad road appears more loving 
for it encompasses all philosophies 
and belief systems. This is very appeal- 
ing in a society where the supreme 
virtue is tolerance not truth. However 
this road leads to destruction. There 
is no way to avoid being a narrow- 
minded Christian. 

KEN MCMILLAN, THORNHILL, ONT. > 
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fe Pontius’ Puddle 


REPENT, OR--UH, 
T SHALL ENGAGE 
You IN A SPIRITED 
DEBATE ABOUT 
YoUR LICE 
CHOICES: 


Much to Offer Still 
Re Taking Off the Robe, February 

We retirees, most of us at any rate, 
do wish to be involved and so be useful 
to the work of Christ’s kingdom within 
the Presbyterian Church. My ordina- 
tion in Scotland was in 1955. I officially 
retired in 1996 and since then have 
been active in pulpit supply, in atten- 
dance at presbytery and for four years 
as interim minister. I, like some others, 
believe we still have much to offer to 
the work and witness of our denomina- 
tion and continue to offer our experi- 
ence of many years in the hope that it 
will prove beneficial to those who are 
not yet of retirement age. 

Thank you brother Hugh Appel for 
bringing this matter into the light of day. 

WILLIAM W. H. BAIRD, KEENE, ONT. 


Chisel Webber 
Re In the Bleak Midwinter, February 

Rev. David Webber’s poignant 
ending—“God in His grace has hold 
of my life in a kind of way that no 
experience is ever wasted and every 
experience I have, I will be prepared 
for”—should be chiselled into bright 
rosy marble and filled with lead as a 
philosophical sculpture on life and 
meaningful survival. 

L. E. WILSON, PERTH, ONT. 


Progressive Pop 

for Crosshill Parish 

I am _ currently working’ with 
thes Crosshilli Parish’) -Church %1n 
Motherwell, Scotland. I have long 
enjoyed reading the Record but even 
more so just now. The Crosshill 


Please note our advertising 
deadlines for upcoming issues 


July/August 2012 issue — May 25, 2012 
(Summer Directory listing for Presbyterian Churches) 


September 2012 issue — July 15, 2012 
October 2012 issue — by August 15, 2012 


Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 

fax: 905-833-2116 

email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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WOW, JOHN THE BAPTIST HAS 
REALLY MELLOWED 
SINCE SOCIETY HAS AGREED 
TO CONDUCT A 

MORE CtviIL 

OISCOUORSE. 


wod*sntjUuod © 


Parish in North Lanarkshire is older 
and established but with a youthful 
spirit that identifies clearly with what 
the Church of Scotland calls “the 
emerging church.” We are trying to 
find new ways to do church as well as 
to be church. At the same time, the 
town Motherwell is struggling to find 
its new identity in a post-recession 
era. To this end, I find the articles of 
both Andrew Faiz (Pop Christianity) 
and Laurence DeWolfe (Progressive 
Lectionary) to be particularly helpful 
on a very regular basis. Their sense of 
search and their openness to trans- 
formation are especially timely. 

DR. RON ARCHER, SCOTLAND 


Doctrinal Indifferentism 
Re Extremist in Love, March 

Dr. Martin Luther King was a gifted 
orator and a determined leader in the 
civil rights movement in the United 
States. All right-thinking people 
admire his hard-won achievement. 
That does not, however, mean that he 
had ‘a strong Christ-centric theology.’ 

King seems to have been an old- 
fashioned liberal in theology. He 
preached the universal Fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of mankind. 
He stressed the moral example of 
Jesus and his ethical teachings rather 
than his saving work on the cross. 
His sermons are mainly about social 
justice rather than redemption from 
sin. He may use traditional orthodox 
terminology such as “salvation,” but 


it would appear that he used such 
words in a sense far removed from, 
say, their meaning in St. Paul. 

It is disturbing that our national 
Presbyterian magazine can hold up 
such views as examples of healthy 
skepticism rather than as sad exam- 
ples of outdated rationalism. The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada is 
a confessional church committed 
to its subordinate standards—the 
Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Living Faith. Both of these docu- 
ments affirm the virgin birth of 
Christ. It is clear that a number 
of our leaders, including those in 
charge of the Record, are committed 
to a doctrinal indifferentism that 
is doing a grave disservice to the 
church at time when our witness to 
the evangelical message ought to be 
anything but muted. Let us be truly 
Christocentric! 

JOHN VAUDRY, PEMBROKE, ONT. 


Andrew Faiz responds: Is it really clear 
from this one column in this one issue 
that the magazine and other church 
leaders are committed to doctrinal indif- 
ferentism? That strikes me as overstat- 
ing a preformed bias. I view it as my 
personal mission to encourage conversa- 
tion within our church; I believe conver- 
sation is very important to a dynamic 
confessional institution like the PCC 
seeking the contemporary Christ. 


Miles to Go Yet... 
The Record is a great paper and I look 
forward to reading it. I especially 
appreciate stories relating to justice 
and peace. The March issue included 
news regarding First Nations youth 
meeting with UN officials, reports 
about the Cariboo ministry, and a 
feature about refugees in Thunder 
Bay. We are reminded how God 
loves everybody, and asks us to learn 
and to care about people who suffer 
injustice in Canada and elsewhere. 

Thank you for supporting the 
importance of Presbyterian involve- 
ment in peace and justice. 

Last fall I attended a Kairos confer- 


| 
Letters FRONT ae 


ence, where I was glad to learn that the 
PCC has a Justice Ministries program 
with initiatives to protect vulnerable 
peoples, and our precious planet. How 
interesting it would be to read even 
more in the Record about the work 
our church is engaged in with Kairos 
campaigns and with other churches. 
R. JANSON, ROCKTON, ONT. 


Re One Record, Two Perspectives, 
Letters, April 

In a letter published in April, 
a writer sternly claims that there 
has been no useful content in the 
Presbyterian Record since Lloyd 
Robertson stopped contributing 
22 years ago. Is it possible that 
someone—who_ shares my _ opin- 
ion that every issue of the Record 
contains many interesting articles— 
is somehow pre-accessing his copy 
and removing selected pages to enjoy 
at his expense? 

ROBERT WOODCOCK, NORTH YORK, ONT. 


online extra 


LETTERS HAVE BEEN EDITED 
to allow more voices to be shared. 
The full text is on our website. 

Let the conversation continue. 


PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


ATTENTION: 
Presbyterian 
Churches 


Invite those visiting your area this 
summer to worship at your church 
by placing an announcement in our: 


SUMMER DIRECTORY 
(appearing in June and 
July/August issues) 
List your church 
information & worship time. 


For advertising rates and 
information, call: 
Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 x 25 
or email: 
cmccormick@canadads.com 
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Evangel Hall Mission 


Urgently Needed 
Items for the Spring: 


Clothing Items: 


New socks and underwear for 
both men and women, tshirts, 
running shoes for men and 
women, blue jeans, 


sweat pants. 


Personal Necessities: 


Disposable razors, deodorant, 
sunscreen, feminine products, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
individual packages of tissues 
hairbrushes and combs, small 
containers of shampoo and 
conditioner. 


Food and Kitchen Items: 


Powdered milk, plastic kitchen 
utensils, sweetener, plastic wrap, 
aluminum foil, paper plates, 
asta, rice, breakfast cereals, tea 
ae peanut butter, pasta sauce, 

and all canne 


Miscellaneous: 


Canadian Tire Money, gitt 
certificates, Tim Horton gift cards, 
school supplies and art supplies, 

MG ue — Adult, Seniors 

and Students 


Please Note: 


We are no longer accepting 
furniture, appliances, or 
housewares. The City of Toronto 
will soon be charging an $8,000 
annual fee for garbage pick-up, 
so we would ihe to reduce any 
excess waste. 


food. 


Thank you for your 
understanding and support. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 


552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR-0001 
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Faithfully Tolerated 


SOMETIMES GOING TO CHURCH REALLY IS A MIRACLE. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


was disappointed in the new 
TVosenes|\GGBPits gapDits too 
soapish and corny for my taste. 
I was really looking forward to 
it, though, despite its deliberately vul- 
gar full name, because the advance 
promotion said it was set in church 
world. Aside from a few British com- 
edies, and arguably Little Mosque on 
the Prairie, church has not been a go-to 
environment for a TV series. (For that 
matter, with a few notable exceptions, 
not in movies or the theatre either.) 

That’s too bad because the world of 
church is rife with high drama filled 
with life-altering experiences, much 
like law, cops and killers, and hospi- 
tals. All the stuff of the human opera 
is there: pettiness, backbiting, power 
mongering, nostalgia, overrun egos, 
the pursuit of wealth and fame and 
much more. Church community—as 
it is in the Dallas of GCB—can be used 
as a Status-symbol sledgehammer and 
is often a source of great trauma. 

For example: I met a most remark- 
able lady recently for lunch. She’s a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, 
sings in the choir, and is involved in 
committees. And, that’s the remark- 
able part of her story, for you see, over 
two decades she has often been dis- 
couraged from showing up in church 
by church itself. 

Her eldest child was born with a 
medical condition, which, certainly 
in the early years, was a challenge 
to maintaining regular church atten- 
dance. After missing many Sundays to 
look after her child, she managed to 
make it to Easter worship, only to be 
told afterwards by her minister that 
she should be ashamed of herself for 
only coming on the important days. 

She left that church and joined 
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another. But with a disruptive child 
in tow she never felt welcomed. She 
moved again to another church and 
then another. At one church she spoke 
of the need for the congregation to 
have active children’s programming. 
The minister there scolded her for 
embarrassing the session in an open 


STUDIES HAVE SHOWN 
THAT PEQOPEE GOTO 
CHURCH PRIMARILY 

FOR A SENSE OF 
COMMUNITY 


meeting. She left that church as well. 
Each time she was hurt like this, 
she told me, she cried bitter tears. 
She has finally found a church 
home, which is great, where her chil- 
dren are accepted; on some Sundays, 
faithfully tolerated, but certainly not 
reviled. It took her two decades. 
Nothing of her story should come 
as a surprise to those of us who have 
been lifelong churchgoers. We know 
of the bullies and the sourpusses 
who can dominate a church com- 
munity. We know of human frailty 
and that church is not always a safe 
environment. But, we also know the 


stories of redemption, forgiveness, 
support and regeneration. That too is 
part of the drama that is church. 

Though she had every reason to 
walk away from the church world, she 
never did. She kept on going back, 
seeking that one community which 
would embrace her and her children. 
That’s a miracle story. 

Studies have shown that people 
go to church primarily for a sense 
of community. Then, for a sense of 
belonging. Spiritual quest shows up 
later on the list; specific Christian 
beliefs even later. But, I’ve always 
felt those studies were off. Not being 
a statistician or an academic of any 
definition, I have nothing to base this 
feeling on. Nothing at all. Other than 
my experience of going to church. 

I understand that people go to 
church for a variety of reasons which 
have nothing seemingly to do with 
God: to learn English, to travel the 
status ladder, to meet future life part- 
ners, to get a free meal, to panhandle, 
to make business connections. But, 
despite all this intellectual knowl- 
edge, despite all these studies, I ‘feel’ 
people go to church to be with God. 
And that if they are allowed to hang 
out in church long enough, they 
develop a personal relationship with 
Jesus. I feel that. 

I will accept any rebuttal that says 
I am forcing my argument. But I am 
convinced the lady I met recently 
for lunch didn’t give up on church, 
despite all the turn-offs, because God 
never gave up on her. I know, a little 
simplistic; but sometimes a miracle 
really is a miracle. @ 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s 
managing editor. 


Y OF JOHN VISSERS 


PHOTO COURTES 


John Vissers’ 
‘Hectic’ Year 


SOLE NOMINEE FOR MODERATOR WILL ALSO BE 
MOVING TO KNOX COLLEGE AS DIRECTOR OF 


ACADEMIC PROGRAMS. 
BY CONNIE WARDLE 


THE TWO ANNOUNCEMENTS CAME 
only days apart. Rev. Dr. John Vissers 
has been elected to stand as sole 
nominee for moderator of the 138th 
General Assembly, and he has been 
appointed director of academic 
programs and professor of historical 
theology at Knox College, Toronto. 

He will be installed as moderator 
when assembly begins in Oshawa, 
Ont., on June 3 and will begin his 
work at Knox on Jan. 1, 2013. 

“T’m quite excited,” Vissers said of 
his election as moderator nominee. 
ait sua tcallhby*the churcheand /'m 
ready to serve.” 

Vissers is currently principal of 
the Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
Between General Assembly in June 
and the end of the year, he said he 
plans to “wind down work” at the 
college and balance his various 
responsibilities. He will be moving 
to Toronto to begin his appointment 
at Knox in January, but his wife and 
children plan to remain in Montreal 
until the spring. 

“January to June will be a little 
hectic,” he admitted. “But it is what 
it is and we’ll make it work.” 

Vissers said he had _ originally 
planned to stay at the Presbyterian 


College for 10 years. After 13 years, 
he said, “I think it’s time for a 
change for myself and the college. 

. I’m quite happy to slide from 
being a principal back to a faculty 
position.” 

He also said he was going to 
do some listening as he prepared 
for his moderatorial year. “I want 
to be sensitive to what the church 
needs and what the church is 
saying and what God is saying. 
I think we’re at an important time in 


‘What's our call to 
participate in God's 
mission in the world?’ 


the life of the church. ... What I’m 
concerned about is the fact that most 
of [the discussion around a vision 
for the church] is driven by anxiety, 
and institutional survival and flour- 
ishing. I think we need to think more 
broadly than that. What’s our call to 
participate in God’s mission in the 
world? ... We should have confidence 
in the gospel, in who we are as God’s 
people, instead of being preoccupied 
by ourselves all the time.” 


Though he doesn’t have a stated 


theme for his moderatorial year, 
he did share some of his passions: 
“Things like theological education 
are important to me, along with 
leadership and missional leadership, 
theology and Reformed theology 
and biblical preaching and spiritual 
renewal. I will continue to travel the 
church and be who I am and say what 
I’ve been saying.” 

Vissers is a member of the Theology 
101 committee for the Presbyterian 
Record, helping to shape and direct 
the themes discussed in that monthly 
column. He has an article in this 
month’s issue introducing a long series 
on Living Faith. @ 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s senior 
staff writer. 
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Assembly Council Discusses 
Vision and Mission 
Statements 

A PROPOSED VISION and _ mission 
statement for the national church 
generated a lot of discussion at the 
March meeting of Assembly Council. 

“A community rooted in Jesus 
Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
courageously embracing the gifts of 
God, to be a blessing in the world,” 
reads the vision statement that will 
come before the church’s highest court 
in June. The accompanying one-page 
mission statement includes a series 
of bullet points outlining what the 
church aims to do. 

The desire for a national vision 
emerged repeatedly on the floor at 
last year’s General Assembly, eventu- 
ally coalescing into a recommendation. 
General Assembly asked the Council 
to “define and articulate the vision of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada in 
consultation with a broad cross-section 
of the diversity of the larger body of 
the church.” The recommendation was 
prompted, in part, by three overtures 
asking for restructuring of national or- 
ganizations. Such decisions, the recom- 
mendation said, “must be guided by 
the priorities based upon this vision.” 

A Vision and Mission committee 
based the statements on 131 responses 
to a questionnaire circulated to indi- 
viduals and groups within the church. 

This year’s assembly will receive 
the document and will likely send the 
statements to the various courts of the 
church for comment. 

The church’s last mission  state- 
ment was approved in 1995 and a vi- 
sion statement was approved in 1989. 

See presbyterianrecord.ca for 
full versions of the statements. 
mm —Connie Wardle 
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_ Former PM Speaks About 
Aboriginal Education 


_ PAUL MARTIN FASCINATED a large 
audience at Montreal’s Church of 
St. Andrew and St. Paul on March 
18, with a description of his Aborig- 
inal Education Initiative. One of the 
_ former prime minister's many post- 
| politics passions is a drive to im- 
| prove primary and secondary edu- 
| cation for native youth. 

| The church’s members, through 
a partnership with the Saskatoon 
| Native Circle Ministry, continue to 
| gain much understanding of First 
Nations history, culture and spiri- 
tuality, and look forward to finding 
| ways to apply Martin’s lessons. 


Forty-three per cent of First Nations students off-reserve and 60 per cent 
on-reserve do not graduate from high school. Martin has called the under- 

| funding of aboriginal education as “dumb as a bag of hammers.” 
| His three-pronged approach includes taking best teaching practices to re- 
| mote schools via a dedicated website, model school projects, and mentoring 
_ to encourage aboriginal youth to complete high school and pursue careers. 


w —Keith Randall 


2013 General Assembly 
to be a‘Long Weekend’ 
THE ASSEMBLY COUNCIL decided 
next year’s General Assembly should 
begin on a Friday and end on a 
Monday, making the annual meeting 
of the church’s highest court more 
accessible to full-time working elders. 
Currently assemblies begin on a 
Sunday evening and end on a Thurs- 
day, meaning commissioners who 
work on weekdays must take off at 
least four days to attend. 
The recommendation comes as part 
of a larger report to this year’s assembly. 
The Days and Design committee 


Rev. Jeff Veenstra and Paul Martin. 


plans to present some additional 
ideas for consideration in the wider 
church, including changing the ratio 
of commissioners presbyteries send 
to assemblies. If eventually approved, 
the change could reduce the number 
of commissioners by about 21 per cent 
(from about 264 commissioners to 
about 208.) 

In its report to the Council, the 
committee noted that “the cost per 
commissioner is increasing at the same 
time the numbers within the national 
church are decreasing” and “a smaller 
group might be more easily engaged 
in the process of discernment and 
decision making.” ™ —CW 
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Campus Chaplain Wins Award 
REV. MARTY MOLENGRAAF, campus 
minister at the University of Guelph 
and pastor at Duff, Guelph, has won the 
2012 R.P. Gilmor Student Life Award. 

Molengraaf is the first Presbyterian 
chaplain to win the award, which is 
presented annually to two individu- 
als—one student and one staff mem- 
ber—who contribute to “the better- 
ment of student life.” 

“The award signals the energy and 
contribution Marty’s leadership has 
brought to the student body,” said Clar- 
ence Swanton, chair of the Ecumenical 
Campus Ministry (ECM) board. 

Molengraaf was excited about the 
award, but was quick to shift the fo- 
cus away from himself. 

“It’s great that the university rec- 
ognizes the work the students have 
been doing with ECM,” he said. 

According to both Molengraaf and 
Swanton, ECM’s work on campus is 
largely informed by ubuntu, an an- 
cient African philosophy embraced 
today by many Christian thinkers in- 
cluding Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
“It’s the idea that a person is a person 
through other people,” said Molen- 
graaf. “To truly exist is to be truly alive 
in our relationships.” 

This approach has opened doors 
to dialogue with multi-faith groups 
on campus. “When you respect what 
others believe there can be a true em- 
brace of where people are,” said Mo- 
lengraaf. “When otherness is broken 
down we have sense of connection 
with each other.” 

When asked how a Christian 
chaplain can best partner with multi- 
faith groups, Molengraaf responded: 
“We are holding fast to who we are as 
Christians ... [but] you have to let go 
of your ego; you have to let go of the 
idea that your way is the only way. ... 
‘I’ disappears in the light of ubuntu.” 
m —Seth Veenstra 


St. Andrew’s, Humber Heights, Toronto, held a public forum on Mayor Rob Ford’s transit ideas. 


Toronto Church Hosts Public 
Transit Discussion 

IN RESPONSE TO WHAT HAS BECOME 
one of the most polarizing political 
topics in Toronto today, St. Andrew’s, 
Humber Heights, hosted an open 
forum on public transit. 

“We thought it was important for 
our church to show some leadership,” 
said Rev. Paul Kang. 

On March 14, approximately SO 
community members gathered at the 
church to discuss the merits and pit- 
falls of two transit strategies: Mayor 
Rob Ford’s resolve to build a new sub- 
way line and city council’s plan to de- 
velop Light Rail Transit (LRT). Accord- 
ing to Kang, the vast majority of those 
who spoke were in favour of LRT. 


Community news (0 


ig 


While a variety of voices were 
heard, and councillors on opposing 
sides of the issue participated in the fo- 
rum, the event maintained a civil tone, 
unlike many others in recent past. 

“We wanted to make sure it was not 
a debate, but an opportunity to listen 
to each other,” said Kang. “That was 
the mandate: to create a forum where 
people’s voices can be heard, especially 
voices from the margins.” 

The dialogue continued after the 
forum: city council mentioned it in a 
meeting and online news sources pub- 
lished articles on the event. 

In an open letter to city coun- 
cil, Kang highlights the view that 
“those who are most dependent 
upon public transit: students, > 


60 Amazing Years!! 
Congratulations Bob and Cai Heughan! Their children: Katherine | 
Marlin, Cindy Heughan Tulley, George Heughan and spouses, 
children and great grand children wish heartfelt congratulations 

to their parents. Bob and Cai were married on June 21st, 1952 | 
in Beauharnois, QC. Cai has been in WMS & now AMS since her 
20s. Bob has served as an elder, on Boards of Managers and from | 
1987-91 on the Architectural Committee of the PCC. They've lived | 
in St. Lambert, Toronto, Sutton, QC and now reside in Sackville. | 


Anyone who would like to send best wishes please do so at: 


Tantramar Residence, J3, 165 Main St., Sackville, N.B. E4l 4S2 . — 
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new Canadians, low-income families, 
would benefit most from a LRT along 
Finch Ave. W., providing easier access 
to other parts of the city.” 

“The church sees the transit issue as 
a social justice issue, and hence, a faith 
issue,” Kang told insidetoronto.com. 

“We wanted to show that faith and 
politics can coexist in a more positive 
way that improves peoples lives,” he 
told the Record. 

The full text of Rev. Kang’s open 
letter to the city council can be viewed 
on presbyterianrecord.ca. & —SV 


Preserving Memories 

MEMORIES OF A 92-YEAR-OLD Holo- 
caust survivor have been recorded 
thanks to a Presbyterian minister. 

Rev. Fairlie Ritchie was among 18 
participants in a pilot program run by 
the Azrieli Foundation and Ryerson 
University, Toronto. It partnered Jew- 
ish Holocaust survivors who were un- 
able to write their own memoirs with 
volunteers willing to transcribe their 
stories for them. Ritchie was one of 
only two non-Jewish volunteers to ex- 
press interest in the project. 

The retired minister was paired up 
with Leon Rotberg, a man originally from 
Lodz, Poland, who was sent to Auschwitz 


in 1943. Although they were only able 
to meet a few times, Ritchie says they 
“enjoyed each other’s company.” 

“The second time we got together, 
he asked me, ‘Now, what’s your 
career? Where’s your work?’” she 
recalled. “And I said, ‘Well, I’m a 
Christian minister.’ He said, ‘That’s a 
fine vocation to have.’” 

Ritchie’s transcription of Rotberg’s 
story was presented to both of them at 
a luncheon on April 17 at Kensington 
Place Retirement Residence, where 
Rotberg lives. His stories and those of 
his fellow survivors will be preserved 
by the Azrieli Foundation as part of its 
Holocaust Survivors Memoirs Program. 
“a —CW 


Former Head of Global 
Reformed Church 

Movement Dies 

THE FORMER GENERAL SECRETARY of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(WARC), Rev. Edmond Perret, died on 
March 24, aged 87, in Geneva. 

“The Reformed family of churches 
worldwide has lost a brilliant mind, a 
loving leader and a pastor committed 
to societal transformation,” said 
General Secretary Setri Nyomi of the 
World Communion of Reformed 


TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FORM: 


Presbyterian Church in Canada 


Beatitudes and Tiberius 


A MOMENT OF TRUTH 
MIDDLE EAST 


OCTOBER 22 —NOVEMBER 1,.2012 


APPLICATION DEADLINE: June 1, 2012 COST: $3400 


www.presbyterian.ca/experiencemission 


¢ Meet and worship with local Palestinian Christians 


¢ Learn about peace building and advocacy 
initiatives being undertaken by partners of The 


e Journey to Jerusalem, Hebron, Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Haifa, Jericho, the River Jordan, the 
Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, The Mount of 


o TUDY 
TOUR 


aye 


For more information please contact the Mission Trip Coordinator, Matt Foxall at 


1-800-619-7301 X259 or via e-mail at mfoxall@presbyterian.ca 
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Churches (WCRC) in a statement. 

Perret served as general secretary of 
WAEC from 1970 to 1989. 

The Swiss ecumenist’s tenure 
as general secretary was marked by 
growing church opposition to apart- 
heid rule in South Africa. In 1982, 
under his leadership, WARC’s highest 
governing body declared apartheid to 
be a sin. # —ENI 


Church Leaders Stress 
South-North Partnership 

IN A DRAFT STATEMENT on mission 
and evangelism, a World Council of 
Churches commission affirmed that 
mission movements today are emerging 
from the global South and East. 

“We acknowledge that the growth 
of Christianity in the global South 
(Africa and Asia) is the result of 
the success of the North’s mission 
and evangelism work,” Rev. Opoku 
Onyinah of the Pentecost Bible 
College in Ghana told ENInews. “But 
as the North needs missionaries 
from the South to help them in their 
evangelism and mission work, we still 
need each other’s partnership. The 
North, for example, can help provide 
theological training on mission and 
evangelism.” ™ —ENI 


Scottish Churches Combat 
Soaring Metal Theft 

The Church of Scotland is making a 
high-tech move to protect its 1,600 
churches and buildings from metal 
theft, a newly-popular crime that is 
estimated to cost the British economy 
about 700 million pounds a year. 

As commodity prices soar, thieves 
are taking lightning rods, lead drain 
pipes, bronze statues, iron gates, 
metal from roofs and even church 
bells. The church’s insurer is distrib- 
uting kits with a product called Smart- 
Water that can be painted or sprayed 
onto metal. Each church’s batch of 
SmartWater contains a unique chem- 
ical mixture that, when dry, can be 
analyzed with ultra-violet light to 
identify the original location of the 
metal. m —ENI 


PHOTOS COURTESY OF RICK FEE 
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‘Well-Respected’ Former 
Missionary Passes Away 


REV. DR. RUSSELL HALL WAS A FORCE FOR PEACE IN NIGERIA. BY SETH VEENSTRA 


EV. DR. RUSSELL Hall, pastor, 
missionary, peacemaker and 
moderator, passed away De- 
cember 9, 2011. He was 91 years old. 
After more than 20 years minister- 
ing in Canadian congregations, Hall 
and his wife Margaret were called to 
Lagos, Nigeria, as missionaries in 1966. 
A year later they found themselves 
caught up in the country’s civil war. 
“He had a great love for the congre- 
gation and for the Nigerian people,” re- 
membered Rev. Bob Wilson, a member 
of the ministry team in Lagos. “He was 
very open to the Nigerian style of wor- 
ship,” where pastors had less control 
over the liturgy and services could go 
on for hours. 


Russel Hall officiates at a wedding ceremony 
at Lagos Presbyterian Church, Nigeria; 
Hall poses with a group of young men. 


In 1967, civil war broke out when 
the southeastern provinces attempted 
to separate from the country. Close to 
the western border and situated on the 
South Atlantic coast, Lagos was a stra- 
tegic locale for sending and receiving 
relief aid to the rest of the country. 

Wilson remembers Hall working 
hard to make sure international aid 
passed through “no man’s land” to the 
eastern parts of the country. “He risked 
his life to both help refugees and trans- 
fer information and funds coming in 
from outside Nigeria,” said Wilson. 

Rev. Dr. Rick Fee, general secretary 
of the Life and Mission Agency and a 
former missionary to Nigeria, confirms 
Hall’s role, adding that amidst the con- 
flict the Halls would often hide refugees 
in the church and in their home. 

After the war ended in 1970, 
there was a great deal of peacemaking 
to be done. According to Fee, Hall 
fostered peace among groups that had 
previously been in open conflict. The 
need for reconciliation was especially 


urgent in churches, where congregants 
who had previously been at war with 
each other were now sharing pews. 

“There was a lot of tension,” 
remembered Wilson. 

In 1973, Hall was elected moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria. 
Fee largely attributes this honour to 
Hall’s peacekeeping role. “He was a well- 
respected person ... appreciated very 
much by the community,” said Fee. 

As moderator, Hall travelled the 
country encouraging people to seek 
peace while also giving support to 
small churches in outlying regions. In 
the aftermath of the war, roads were 
in very poor condition, making it diffi- 
cult for Christian communities to con- 
nect with each other. Since Hall and 
his colleagues had access to reliable 
vehicles, they were able to help start 
and restart multiple congregations 
throughout Nigeria. 

Three years later, the Halls returned 
to Canada. Soon after arriving, they 
discovered any future travel to Nige- 
tia would be barred. They were deeply 
disappointed. Fee concludes the travel 
restriction was a result of the work 
they did during the civil war, which 
may have been viewed as subversive by 
some public officials. 

Russell continued in ministry as 
director of resources for the Cana- 
dian Bible Society and a consultant 
to the international mission advi- 
sory committee. In 1988 he retired; 
though he continued to serve in in- 
terim ministries, eventually becoming 
an associate minister at St. Andrew’s, 
Markham, Ont. @ 


Seth Veenstra is the Record’s staff writer. 
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(a) Byzantium 
(b) Constantinople 
(c) Nicaea 

(d) Chalcedon 


23. Why do ministry candidat 
study at Presbyterian College 


(a) preparation for relevant 
ministry 
(b) the faculty 
(c) multi-ethnic urban setting 
(d) community spirit 
(e) fulfilling requirements fc 
PCC ordination . 
(f) link with Canada’s leadi' 
university 
(g) ATS accreditation 
(h) all of the above 


94. Which of the following 
not a subordinate standard ! 
the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada? 
Living Faith 
a snuni Rules of Orde 
(c) The Westminster Conf 
sion 
(d) The Declaration Conce 
Church and Nation 


MeGuill 


info@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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™)) news The Other Six Days 


My Bible's 
in the Prius 


SOMEWHERE BETWEEN COOL 
AND CHRISTIAN. BY BRAD CHILDS 


John Acuff of the blog Stuff 
Christians Like has created 
an amusing video series. 


booty GOD. booty, | 


{Vive PART 3: 


BLOG 

The Sacred Sandwich is a Christian 
satire blog that seeks to present a 
healthy diet of “spiritual food.” Through 
comedy and laughter, it helps readers 
to measure popular Christianity against 
the teaching of scriptures and draw 
people back to the Bible. Creator Chris 
Carmichael and associates do this by 
highlighting contemporary Christian 
issues, authors and comics. My favorite 
one is “Dang it, | grabbed my Bhagavad 
Gita by mistake. The Message Bible is 
still in the Prius next to my yoga mat.” 
Pure gold! 

Visit sacredsandwich.com 


CHRISTIAN DUBSTEP 

In terms of modern music, the 
progression went: blues, jazz, R&B, 
country, rock, disco, pop, punk, metal, 
goth, emo and on and on into a million 
different branches and subgenres. 
Like the late, great Larry Norman sang, 
“Why should the Devil have all the 
good music?” And so, every time a 
new genre of music pops up, you will 
find Christians attempting to claim it 
for God. Today the fastest growing and 
arguably the most influential subgenre 
of music is called dubstep. Never 
heard of it? Well that’s understandable. 
Dubstep has only been in the 
mainstream of music for about five 
years now. It’s a subgenre of European 
electronica/dance. It is dense music 
with huge swings in octave, lots of 
bass and extremely complicated sound 
looping. An average song will have 
about 150 different beats per minute. 


When done well it is quite interesting. 
When done poorly it sounds a lot like 
it does when you accidentally call a fax 
machine. 

Search YouTube.com for 
Like and Avalanche (Devoshun’s 
dubstep remix) and Lecrae Jesus 
Muzik (dubstep remix by Karac). 


FOR TEENS AND SMALL GROUPS 
As the story goes, John Acuff, author 
of Stuff Christians Like, was listening 
to his favorite secular rap and R&B 
station, where everyday at 6:30 a.m. 
the station devotes a segment called 
the Inspirational Vitamin to gospel 
music, sermons or any number of 
other overtly Christian materials. Acuff 
noted that they will play “I’m ‘n Luv 
Wit’ a Stripper” at 6:25, play a sermon 
at 6:30 and then close with Lil’ 
Wayne’s “Lollipop.” He writes, “They 
essentially bookend the Inspiration 
Vitamin with booty, following a fairly 
simple formula: Booty, God, Booty.” 
John sees this as a kind of microcosm 
of a Christian life; he thinks Christians 
tend to compartmentalize their faith 
into little segments throughout the 
day sandwiched by all things secular. 
In his usual comedic fashion he’s 
made a four-part teen or small group 
series of videos looking into scripture 
and daily life. The videos are free for 
use, they're good and they're pretty 
entertaining, too. m 

Search YouTube.com for 
Booty. God. Booty. 


Rev. Brad Childs is minister at First, 


PHOTO COURTESY OF DEBORAH COPE 


Fifteen Years, 
Fifteen Stories 


CELEBRATING THE SUCCESS OF DIX MILLE VILLAGES IN POINTE-CLAIRE, QUE. 


BY IAN FRASER 


Dix Mille Villages stocks fair trade items made by artisans in developing countries. 


n 1996, three churches in the 

West Island of Montreal part- 

nered with Ten Thousand 

Villages Canada to open a fair 
trade retail shop in Pointe-Claire. It 
was called Dix Mille Villages and was 
the first of its kind in Quebec. Last year 
St. Columba by-the-Lake Presbyterian, 
Beaconsfield United, and Cedar Park 
United, celebrated 15 successful years 
in business. 

Dix Mille Villages sells artisan- 
crafted items from around the globe. 
The largest fair trade organization in 
North America, Dix Mille Villages/Ten 
Thousand Villages works to provide 
sustainable income through fair trade. 

This outreach enterprise has been 
an exciting way for the church to be 
visible in the community, offering 
a different economic model to the 
stores that surround it. Through it, we 
witness to the gospel, which speaks 
to economics as clearly as it speaks to 


spiritual growth. A key ingredient of 
this retail model is that all the sales 
staff on the floor are volunteers. They 
are trained to tell our artisans’ stories 
and explain the principles of fair trade, 
as well its impact on communities 
across the developing world. When 
artisans know their products will be 
purchased on a regular basis, they 
can grow their own businesses and, 
over time, improve their homes and 
communities. 

While the goal was to partner with 
artisans in the developing world, an 
unexpected result has been to create 
a community! Staff, volunteers, and 
shoppers have made our store a refuge 
of friendship where the coffee is always 
on and the welcome is always warm. 

“Dix Mille Villages is ultimately 
not about bottom lines, profit margins, 
or budgets. It is about people,” a 
church representative read as the three 
churches celebrated with a special 


Mission News [20 


worship service. “While we are proud 

of our success, we are even more proud 

that our store has changed people’s 
lives in ways that are sometimes small 
and sometimes large.” 

Here are some of the stories we 

shared at that service: 

e In the early days, Dix Mille Villages 
developed a relationship with Clear 
Point Elementary School. Grade six 
students spent one afternoon per 
week in the store for six weeks. > 


El ders 2 Ene sst tate 
St. Andrew's Hall 


eldersinstitute 


PAW 2012 


Pre-Assembly Workshops 


Basics for a 
Changing World 


Join elders and lay leaders from 
across Canada for a day of learning 
with experienced facilitators. 


PAW 2012 will take place at 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Scarborough, in Toronto 
on Saturday, June 2, 2012 
Cost: $85 
Group discounts & bursaries available. 


www-.eldersinstitute.ca 
1-866-794-8888 


Toll-Free: 
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There are 47 Ten Thousand Villages/Dix Mille Villages stores across Canada. 


The two volunteers that year were 
retired men who formed strong 
bonds of friendship with the chil- 
dren, not only teaching them about 
fair trade, but also about etiquette. 
Some even learned to play chess 
from them! Several years later, a 


aren’t always similar. Often they 
span age differences. When one 
of our older volunteers had to 
give up the work due to ill health, 
her volunteer partner, many years 
younger, made sure to stay in 
touch. She still phones regularly 
to check that her old friend is 
managing. 

e Dix Mille Villages has supported the 
work of Equita, a project of Oxfam 
Quebec. Equita provides many 
fair trade food products, including 
chocolate. Through our support, 
Equita is now able to manufacture 
chocolate here in Quebec rather 
than in Europe. By doing so, the 
cost of transportation and the 
carbon footprint it creates have 


parent came into the store to say 
what a difference that time had 
made to her son because an older 
adult had bothered to pay attention 
to him. 

Friendships are made when volun- 


teers work together. And friends 


been significantly reduced. 

Dix Mille Villages represents artisan 
groups in countries. One 
group is Prokritee, in Bangladesh. 
It works with women making 
handmade paper, palm leaf 
garlands, terracotta items and 


HanNY 


In September 2010, the Life and Mission 
Agency created a pilot Employee 
Assistance Program (EAP) to offer 
ministers and their families access to 
confidential counselling, consultation and 
referral. 


Funded by bequests in the church’s 
Sustaining Pastoral Excellence Fund, this 
pilot program was expected to last two 
years. Fortunately however, lower than 
expected costs mean that the pilot 
program will be extended for a third 
year until the end of August 2013. 
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mployee Assistance 
Program Extended 


Members of the health and dental plan not 
receiving their church pension, and their 
spouses and dependent children, may 
access care through the 24-hour 7-day EAP 
Contact Centre: 


English: 1-800-387-4765 

French: 1-800-361-5676 
The EAP helps ministers to strengthen 
themselves for Christian service and gives 


the church another way to express its care 
for the community of people who lead it. 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada einer 


www. presbyterian.ca/mcv 


Ministry & Church Vocations 


many other products. A represen- 
tative from the group who was 
visiting Canada spoke about the 
impact the work made on her and 
others. Her husband had rejected 
her, leaving her destitute until she 
found work with Prokritee. “I’m 
glad to be treated like a human 
being,” she said. 


Jesus came to transform lives. In 
small and greater ways, this project we 
are doing together is helping to serve 
that purpose, to make our world a 
more just and compassionate place. 


Rev. lan Fraser is minister at St. 
Columba by-the-Lake and convener 

of the board of directors of Dix Mille 
Villages, Pointe-Claire, Que. Portions of 
this article were excerpted from a liturgy 
used in November 2011. 


PHOTO SOURCE: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 
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Speak Unambiguously 


ON RELIGIOUS VIOLENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. BY BARRY MACK 


The separation barrier in Bethlehem. 


ast fall the Pope convened a 

meeting in Assisi, Italy, of 300 

of the world’s religious leaders 

(plus four well known Euro- 
pean atheists). There, he insisted that 
respect for the religious faith of others 
is a necessary feature of the pluralistic 
world in which we live. We may have 
different convictions about ultimate 
truth, but we can agree to disagree until 
all is made clear at the Last Judgment. 
In the meantime, he argued, religious 
faith cannot be used as a pretext or a 
justification for violence. Violence 
is the litmus test. While religious 
freedom is a fundamental value in our 


world, there can be zero 
tolerance for religiously- 
inspired violence. Those 
who assembled at Assisi 
all then publicly pledged 
themselves to a common 
commitment to peace. 

Militant — secularists 
remain unconvinced. 
They are loud in their 
insistence that religious 
faith is the root cause 
of most of the world’s 
violence. The conclusion 
they draw is that such 
faith is toxic and ought 
to be banned from the 
public sphere; politics 
ought to be conducted 
on a purely secular and 
social scientific basis. But 
20th-century attempts to 
do so did not meet with 
conspicuous success. We 
are currently in the midst 
of a global resurgence of 
religious faith, in large 
measure because of the 
perceived failures of the 
secular city. 

The worsening situation in 
the Middle East continues to grab 
the world’s attention for obvious 
economic and_ political reasons. 
Increasingly, it is also at the centre of 
this theological and political discus- 
sion about violence. Many Christians 
admitted long ago that the Crusades 
were a mistake—certainly not some- 
thing to be repeated. We rightly 
expect Canadian Muslims to loudly 
and publicly dissociate themselves 
from al-Qaeda and other expressions 
of radical Islam. If we reject the secu- 
larist demand that religious faith be 
excluded from public life, it must 


be because we believe that religious 
violence is an aberration rather than 
the norm. It implies a willingness on 
the part of various religious groups to 
police their own members in relation 
to the religious fanaticism that results 
in violence. For Christians, calling 
such people to account means keeping 
a close eye on ‘Christian Zionists’ 
(associated with the religious right in 
the United States) who are keen to use 
violence to solve political problems in 
the Middle East. These were the folks 
who supported the invasion of Iraq as 
a modern-day crusade. (The Interna- 
tional Affairs Committee will present 
a report on Christian Zionism to > 


ELDERS’ INSTITUTE 
St. Andrew's Hall 


PILGRIMAGE 2012 
Exploring the Reformed Heritage: 
France, Switzerland, Scotland 
July 6— 22, 2012 


i. 


ne a 
Contact Linda Lee Henrickson: 
pilgrimage@telus.net 


604-538-6635 
O 


O 


eldersinstitute 


< 


peregrinatio 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 


www.spiritual-pilgrimage.com 
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Jesus fits more easily into the modern world than either Moses or 
Mohammed. He is our contemporary in a way that they are not 


this year’s General Assembly.) 

What about the violence of the 
Israeli settler movement and those 
who would seize land that belongs to 
others on the basis of alleged religious 
justification? Is it unreasonable to ask 
our Jewish neighbours to speak up 
loudly and clearly in repudiating such 
behavior in the occupied West Bank? 
Why do we (rightly) expect Muslims 
to do what Jews are not typically 
called to do? I, for one would appre- 
ciate a recognized figure of the Jewish 
establishment—Lord Sacks, the Chief 
Rabbi in Britain for example—to 
speak unambiguously on this subject. 

It might be argued that the Pope’s 
insistence on the renunciation of reli- 


gious violence privileges Christian 
over Muslim and Jewish faiths and 
reflects the priorities of Jesus. Probably 
true. The modern moral consensus 
against coercion and violence—to 
which the Pope appeals—owes more 
to Christian faith than to Judaism or 
Islam. Jesus fits more easily into the 
modern world than either Moses or 
Mohammed. He is our contemporary 
in a way that they are not. 

Amidst the current resurgence 
of religious faith in the world, it is 
important to remind ourselves that 
however badly the modern project 
has stumbled in recent years, it was 
not entirely bad. Christians can and 
ought to affirm what was and remains 


good about it. Part of what we need 
to be saved from—as both Jesus and 
Paul were very aware—is religious 
faith gone wrong. We are summoned 
to a rich, respectful, multi-faceted 
public conversation about the place 
of religious faith in the global village 
as we seek together to structure our 
common life. In order for that to be 
possible, we all need to be vigilant 
about policing and suppressing the 
violence to which religious conviction 
is sometimes prone. @ 


Rev. Barry Mack is minister at St. 
Andrew’s, St. Lambert, Que. For more 
reflections on Israel-Palestine, see Behind 
the Wall, January, and First Steps, April. 


JOIN US FOR THE 168™ CONVOCATION 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 9™, 2012 


CONVOCATION HALL 
7:30 PM 


CONVOCATION ADDRESS 
“BEING IN MINISTRY” 


THE REV. DR. MALCOLM WARFORD 


AUTHOR, THE SPIRITS TETHER: 
EIGHT LIVES IN MINISTRY 


DOCTOR OF DIVINITY (honoris causa) 


TO BE CONFERRED ON 
THE REV. DR. SILAS NCOZANA 


PRE-CONVOCATION WORKSHOP 
“THE HIDDEN WORLD OF MINISTRY” 


9:00 AM TO 12:30 PM 


LED BY THE REV. DR. MALCOLM WARFORD 
COST: $35 (BY APRIL 20), $45 (AFTER) 


TO REGISTER, CALL 416.978.2787 OR VISIT 
WWW.KNOX.UTORONTO.CA/CONVOCATION 
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OUR FEATURE ON LIVI 


Living Faith is a declarat 
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Generous Orthodoxy 


AN INTRODUCTION TO LIVING FAITH. BY JOHN VISSERS 


he first time I read Living Faith I knew I could be a Pres- 
byterian minister. Truth be told, when Living Faith was 
presented to the General Assembly in 1984 I had already 
been ordained for three years. | had served my first congrega- 
tion and returned to graduate school and I was unhappy with 
what appeared to me to be the only theological options being 


served up in our church at the time. Either I had to accept the 
Westminster Confession of Faith as a statement of eternal truths 
set down once for all time, or I was expected to throw it over 
altogether and tie my faith to the latest theological fad. Neither, 
quite frankly, appealed to me, and so Living Faith filled a void in 
my own understanding of our church’s faith. > 
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) reatures Theology 101 


Living Faith was first received and 
commended by the General Assembly 
in 1984 “as an acceptable statement 
of faith and as useful in worship and 
study.” In the years that followed the 
little green book came to be widely 
used in worship and study groups and 
enjoyed general acceptance across 
the church. As a result, in 1998 it was 
adopted by the General Assembly as a 
subordinate standard or confessional 
statement and took its place along- 
side the Westminster Confession of Faith 
and the Declaration of Faith Concerning 
Church and Nation. French and Korean 
translations have been adopted, and 
Living Faith has been used as a model 
statement by other denominations. 

In comparison to many statements 
of Christian belief, Living Faith “is more 
poetic than discursive, more narra- 
tive than descriptive and, as a result, 
more metaphorical than theologically 
precise.” But as a kind of prose-poem 
it sets forth the faith that lies at the 


We believe that all of us, 


together, can make a better world 
by bringing faith to life | 


_..a vision of the future! 


LECTIONARY RESOURCES 


for worship, faith formation, and service 


Order before May 1 to save 15% 


at seasonsonline.ca 


Seasons Tie Spirit 
by WOOD LAKE PUBLISHING INC. 
1.800.663.2775 
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heart of historic Christianity, from a 
Reformed and Presbyterian perspec- 
tive. As a statement of generous ortho- 
doxy, Living Faith has provided a broad 
theological consensus in our church 
for almost a generation. 

The first thing Living Faith says 
about being a Christian is that it’s not 
about us. It’s about the “one true God 
whom to know is life eternal, whom to 
serve is joy and peace.” It reminds us 
that God is before we are and that we 
find our fulfillment as human beings in 
knowing and loving and serving God. 
In 10 chapters Living Faith introduces us 
to life with God by speaking of God as 
creator and ruler, God in Christ, God the 
Holy Spirit, the Bible as God’s word, our 
faith in God, God’s church, our call to 
follow God’s crucified Messiah, our part 
in God’s mission, and our hope in God. 

In all that it affirms Living Faith 
focuses on the central truth of the 
Christian tradition, namely that the 
triune God of grace was in Christ 
bringing salvation to the world. It 
appeals to the older and newer testa- 
ments of the Bible as sacred texts that 
bear witness to God’s action in Christ. 
And it relies on the creeds and confes- 
sions of those who have travelled this 
road ahead of us, not because they 
always got it right, but because in the 
holy catholic church we believe that 
those writers too deserve a vote when 
we're trying to figure out the meaning 
of the gospel for our time. 

Living Faith also tries to set out what 
we believe with an eye to where the 
world is today. It speaks, therefore, not 
only about doctrinal themes but also 
about nuclear war, the economy, the 
family, sexual ethics, justice and other 
religions. As we use it in the second 
decade of the 21st century, we should 
remember that it was written in the 
early 1980s. Many of the same issues 
are still before us and are perhaps even 
more pressing. But things have also 
changed. What are the issues that our 
faith must address today? What are the 
questions with which we wrestle? How 
is Living Faith relevant in our time? 

For example, Canadian Presbyte- 


rians are living today in what philoso- 
pher Charles Taylor calls “a secular age,” 
among people of Christian faith, people 
of other religious faiths, and people of 
no religious faith at all. As a denomina- 
tion we seem to be preoccupied with 
talk about vision and the future, mostly 
driven by anxiety around our institu- 
tional decline. Does Living Faith have 
anything to say to us as a changing 
church in a changing context? Does 
it help us understand who we are and 
whose we are as God’s people? Does it 
help us discern our mission at a time 
when the plausibility structures for 
Christian faith have crumbled in our 
culture, and when the church has lost 
much of its credibility? A good state- 
ment of Christian belief should do so. 

In this regard, it might be argued 
that although beautifully written, 
Living Faith does not always read with 
the conviction of a contemporary 
confession. A confession is more than 
a creed with propositional or poetic 
statements. It is an attempt to bear 
witness to Jesus Christ as Lord when the 
stakes are high. It is the church saying: 
“This is who we are. This is where we 
stand. This is what we believe. This is 
what matters to us.” The Presbyterian 
theologian Walter Bryden said that, 
“It is easy to make statements of our 
faith, but confessions are wrung from 
women and men on their knees in 
prayer,” usually in times of crisis. 

Nevertheless, one of Living Faith's 
real strengths is the note of prayerful 
praise it sounds throughout. This 
emphasis—along with its prose form— 
is what makes it so user friendly in 
weekly worship. It reminds us that 
faith does not seek understanding 
alone; it seeks the face of God in 
doxology. Living Faith has given our 
church a generous orthodox language 
with which to worship God, using 
our heads and our hearts. For that we 
should be grateful, for there is nothing 
more magnificent than the majesty 
and mystery of God. @ 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is principal of the 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
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Progressive Lectionary FEATURES 


Joyful Friendship 


JESUS COMMANDS A HIGHER STANDARD. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


May 13 — Sixth Sunday of Easter 


John 15:9-17 


an one person order 
another person to love 
him? If someone told 
you and me to love 
she each other, would we 
do it? Could we do it? 

We can’t love just because we’re 
told! Love has to grow. We need time 
to be sure what we feel is love. 

You've probably figured out Jesus 
means something other than the 
romantic love, or even affection, we 


first think of. Jesus talks about two 
aspects of love. 

He talks about agapé. And he speaks 
of friendship, rooted in philia. We trans- 
late it to “brotherly love.” But it’s much 
more than a vague sense of obligation 
toward everyone else. There’s nothing 
vague about agapé or philia. They’re both 
about passion, serious commitment. A 
very clear path in life. 

Agapé is a direction of the will 
toward another. It doesn’t grow out 
of feelings, but begins with a choice. 
Not an easy choice. But, once chosen, 
it determines other choices. 

Agapé is love because. It doesn’t 
spring up out of who we are or what 


we can do. Jesus calls us to a love that 
comes from his love for us. It comes 
from who he is and how he loves. 

Jesus doesn’t say, “Like one another, 
then try to love one another.” He 
doesn’t say, “Figure out who is worthy 
of your love, then do your best.” 

Jesus commands a high standard. 
The most extreme love we can imagine. 
But it’s a love we have already seen in 
action. Agapé love is possible because 
we know Jesus. And how he loves. 

When he calls us his friends 
we know his kind of friendship is 
possible. Because we know Jesus and 
how he loves. 

Can love be commanded, then? » 
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PWSQD! 


happy Anniversary 


er : : iy 


World's Poor 


met 
aang 
For 65 years, our church has been kof ¥ 


actively working to support the world’s 
most vulnerable and marginalized 

people through PWS&D’s development 
and relief projects. 


Thanks to your generous prayers and gifts, we’ve helped people like Isaac Joshua in 
Tanzania. lsaac’s crops completely failed due to widespread drought in the region. 
With barely enough food for his family to eat one meal a day, hunger was persistent. 
At 70 years of age, trying to find enough food to feed his children and grandchildren 
was the last thing Isaac wanted to worry about. 


“There’s no more hunger in my household!” 


Isaac received food rations as part of a PWS&D-supported program in his area to 
help families get back on their feet. Longer-term efforts are teaching how to plant 
drought-resistant crops and improve farming practices. 


The family is now eating three good meals a day and Isaac is hopeful in this year’s 
harvest. He’s growing sorghum, corn, beans and vegetables—a nutritious variety of 
food for them to live and thrive. 


Thank you for your faithful support of PWS&D! Jogether we continue to build brighter 
futures of hope and opportunity for our brothers and sisters around the world. 


Presbyterian World Service 50 Wynford Dr., Toronto ON M3C 137 


a 1-800-619-7301, ext. 291 
65 Peet Med www. presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


4} Yes! | want to help continue this important work! 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 
Name: 
Address: 
Email: 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 
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If it can, he can command it. And 
his commandments aren’t burden- 
some. On those rare occasions when 
Jesus lays down a law, he provides an 
example to follow. And the Spirit to 
help us follow it. 

This commandment is a little like 
taking a child to an ice cream parlour 
and laying down rules on the way in. 
“You will choose whatever flavour you 
want! You will have two scoops! You 
will make as big a mess as you can! 
You will enjoy it!” 

Adults are much more likely to 
forget to do what’s right. We need to 
be told. Over and over again. “Love 
one another, as I have loved you.” 

Jesus calls us friends, not servants. 
The Greek word can also mean “slave.” 
We’d rather be friends than slaves. But 
a real friend has a power to command. 
You take her word seriously. You want 
to do what she asks. You may even 
move heaven and earth for the sake of 
that friendship. 

A true friend will always tell you 
the whole truth. Jesus says, “I have 
made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father.” 

Our friend tells us why he 
commands us to love: “so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete.” 

Joy. Not something we associate 
with commandments. We don’t think 
obedience is a joyful response. Duty is 
a burden! 

Have we forgotten the childhood 
joy of playing with friends? The joy of 
imagining, creating something. A world 
in the back yard. A city of building 
blocks. A house in a snow bank. Jesus 
says we'll find that simple, deep joy 
when we do as he says. And does. 

Does our life together as church 
model agapé and philia for all to see? 

Does our shared work resemble 
the joyful play of God’s children, 
Jesus’ friends? Or do we look like 
slaves to duty, grimly grinding away 
till our time runs out? & 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches 
at the Atlantic School of Theology in 
Halifax. 
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upporting SUrVIVOrS 


A ROLE FOR THE CHURCH. By ELIZABETH SLUMP 


ccording to Statistics Canada, there are 
about 3,600 suicides in our country each 
year. For each suicide let us assume there 
are five loved ones left in mourning. That’s 
“w about 18,000 Canadians left to wonder what 
happened. ete is a role here for the church to provide 
support. Clergy, lay leaders, youth leaders and church- 
goers should learn how to identify a person who shows 
signs of depression or behaviour that could eventually lead 
to suicide. One obvious sign, of course, is a failed suicide 
attempt, which is often a cry for help; but there are other 
signs that are much subtler and easier to miss. 


Depression is often a factor in suicide. A severely 
depressed individual will withdraw from friends, family 
and activities. Their appearance may change due to neglect. 
They lose the motivation to take care of their basic needs. 
They may be victims of circumstances and may not have a 
lot to look forward to. There could be a flattening of mood. 
Some depressed individuals have inherited symptoms or 
suffer from chemical imbalances that cause depression. 
Any change in behaviour, appearance or attitude can be a 
warning that someone is depressed. 

Suicide rates among the elderly are high. It is important 
to understand that those who are aging and elderly are > 
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FEATURES Suicide 


some of the most vulnerable to depres- 
sion. And unfortunately this depres- 
sion is often regarded as senility. They 
are the most likely to have suffered 
the loss of friends, family, financial 
resources, familiar places, health and 
a sense of belonging and usefulness. 

A large percentage of people who 
attempt suicide for the first time will 
try again and succeed within two 
years. We in the church can help 
them by providing an attitude of 
acceptance—of verbal and non-verbal 
empathy. We can become listeners 
by concentrating on what is said and 
then providing support until profes- 
sional help is available. 

The™ \churchey simust™ @respond 
nationally and locally. Discussion 
groups with youth, adults and outreach 
groups can provide opportunities for 
education. Every opportunity can be 
presented to invite the community 


in when holding an education or 
support event. When workshops 
and presentations are held in local 
communities the church should have 
a visible presence and bring in experts 
to help parents and families learn 
about the enigma of suicide. 

There must be comprehensive 
training of clergy and lay people 
within the schools of theology. These 
candidates will go out to minister 
in churches and must be trained in 
aspects of suicide prevention, inter- 
vention and postvention. 

I encourage the church to develop 
a national strategy through General 
Assembly to address education and 
support and set up a structure to 
accomplish this goal. 

Support is a major contributor to 
the survivor’s ability to cope and move 
forward. Support is imperative to 
help people cope with their immense 


A real life example: 
Dr. Ron Bremner acquired a $30,000 single life gift annuity in July, 1999 through The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. He received a one-time tax receipt for $7,083 AND monthly 


payments of $165.17 (100%tax free) for a total of $24,534 AND $24,880 was left in the annuity 
account for PWS&’D after he died in October 2011! 


burdens of hopelessness, anxiety, fear, 
depression, sense of failure and anger. 
Often suicidal individuals need to find 
their way through systems which are 
heavy with bureaucracy and burdened 
with clients in need. 

There are many resources available 
online. Funeral homes often have 
resources in print form and there are 
suicide prevention organizations that 
can help. The church nationally and 
locally can be an effective means of 
education, advocacy and _ support 
and indeed a leader and helper in 
the understanding of suicide and its 
aftermath. @ 


Elizabeth Slump is a death educator, 
grief therapist and suicidologist. She is 
also a contributor to Social Support: A 
Reflection of Humanity edited by John 
D. Morgan. She is a member at Trinity, 
Kanata, Ont. 


Whoever said, 
“You can’t have your cake and eat it too,” 
never heard of Gift Annuities 


Gift Annuities are a way you can make a gift to the 
church to support the ministry of your choice and in 
return receive a guaranteed annual income for life, the 
majority or all of the income tax-free. Sound too good to 
be true? Call the Planned Giving Office today to learn 
how you can have your cake and eat it too. 


What flavour of ministry would you like to support? 


(The above example is for illustrative purposes only. Annuity rates and the residue available for disbursement vary.) 


Planned Giving Office, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
1-800-619-7301, plannedgiving@presbyterian.ca 
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The Steel Shell of Silence 


A CALL TO ACTION ON SUICIDE. BY ALAN STEWART 


suicide is a death and the needs of the surviving 
family and friends are exactly the same as 
they are for all deaths: comfort, reassurance, 
a kind response, hand holding and specific 

4 help in doing things that need to be done 
like Ponneaine with other family members and community 
resources. Projected personal feelings of shame, discomfort, 
and isolation are inappropriate when supporting survivors 
who are dealing with such a loss. Professional groups that deal 
with survivors need to have open and far-ranging discussions 
about feelings around suicide and how to respond. 

Over two-thirds of all suicides are by men. We live in 
a society that often refuses to see that men suffer or could 
be victimized. A man committing suicide forces us to confront 
the fact that he was suffering in the extreme; he needed help; 
he was unable to reach out for the help that could have been 
there for him; he probably experienced a great deal of shame 
in dealing with personal grief; and he had no way of coping 
with his unfortunate perception that he couldn’t fix what was 
wrong and his only option was to face it alone. 

In short, since there is an impression in our society that 
men are supposed to fix things, and they are taught to be 
strong and in control and have no problems, this death 
wasn’t supposed to happen. Since it wasn’t supposed to 
happen, the reality of this death and its consequences 
don’t fit into our usual customs or our thinking. 

It is a normal thing to die. A death by suicide does not 
preclude the normal need to honour and celebrate the life and 
memory of a person with an open public funeral or memo- 
rial service. Advising the family to have a private funeral only 
serves to increase their pain, isolation and suffering and does 
not honour the death of someone they loved and cherished. 
Members of the community need to be accessible to the family 
to show their support, care and love. 


We have to refuse to define—and remember—someone 
only by the last few minutes of their lives, ignoring all of 
their other years of courage, struggle, accomplishments, 
living and loving. 

The healing that is possible for the surviving family 
and friends can only come when we do our best to balance 
the death of their loved one in relationship with the 
accomplishments of the person’s life and their love while 
they were here with us. 

We need to look at the predominance of male suicide partic- 
ularly as a barometer of how poorly men are doing and how 
brilliantly they hide their pain and despair with the facade of 
a smile and the words “good” and “fine.” As individuals, fami- 
lies, communities, organizations and churches, our response 
for men suffering should be a call to heartfelt compassion. We 
know what consequences they will face if their isolation and 
pain is left unattended. 

Since Jesus told us that we are to love others, it is the task 
of men in groups, organizations and churches to call others 
together in male-only events where they can share the tasks, 
struggles, friendships and joys of the journey towards an 
authentic manhood. 

If we know that someone is suicidal, we will of course do all 
that we can to help them through the time and issues that are 
causing so much pain. We can help them regain insight and 
control over what is overwhelming them, and help them reach 
a place of safety, emotional rest and restoration. The chances 
that this might happen increase with our keen awareness 
of the suffering that many experience in silence and shame 
before it reaches a stage of crisis; we should be aware that they 
are mostly men, that they are unable to reach out, and we 
should speak for them. 

Suicide is irreversible. After the fact, we have no choice 
and our position must change, but before it happens we have 
choices. Asking the question, “Are you having any thoughts 
of suicide?” may be hard for us to say, but the evidence tells 
us it is even more difficult and costly for those who suffer 
in such overwhelming pain that they indeed can’t speak 
or reach out. Asking that question will not make them kill 
themselves; there is the strong possibility that the question 
might save their lives by breaking the steel shell of silence 
that enables the suicide to happen. We have to be willing to 
speak the words for them that they, drowning in their pain, 
can’t utter themselves. @ 


Rev. Alan Stewart is minister at St. John’s, New London, 
and Kensington, P.E.I. 
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A message from the Pension and Benefits Board 


Pension plan facing difficult funding challenge 


Volatile stock markets and low interest rates batter our fund 


The past year was a tough one for pension plans in Canada — 
and around the world. The Church’s pension plan was no 
exception. Despite our solid 85-year track record, sound 
governance and investment practices, and recent contribution 
increases, the plan now faces a significant (and growing) 
funding shortfall. 


How did we get here? 


Like most pension plans, our plan was still recovering from the 
market losses of 2008 when it was hit by the 2011 downturn. 
The Toronto Stock Exchange finished 2011 with a return of 
-9%. Non-Canadian stocks performed slightly better, but still 
finished the year in the red. Our plan managed to end the year 
with a return of 1.5% — better than most plans, but still short 
of expectations. 


To make matters worse, interest rates sank below the already 
record lows we've seen over the past few years. Interest rates 
are a key part of calculating how much money is needed to pay 
the pensions earned by members. When interest rates drop, the 


plan is required to set aside more money to pay those pensions. 


Our pension plan is a mature plan — there are fewer younger 
members enrolling in the plan and more members retiring. 
When you add the impact of longer life expectancy, the plan 
needs more money to pay these pensions for longer periods 
of time. 


Two sides of the pension plan 


Defined benefit (DB) pension plans like ours have to strike a 
balance between assets and liabilities. Assets refer to the 
money in the pension fund (made up of member and employer 
contributions, plus investment earnings). Liabilities, on the 
other hand, refer to the cost of providing the pensions earned 
by members. In short, assets are what we have; liabilities are 
what we owe. If liabilities are greater than assets, we have a 
funding shortfall. Clearly, this presents a huge challenge for 
our plan. 


=sN 
Assets Liabilities 
Contributions + Cost of providing 
investment earnings az pensions 
“EZR” 


Why investments are important 


Pensions are paid from the pension fund, which is 
made up of contributions and investment income on 
contributions. Over the long term, investment income 
plays a far bigger role than contributions in funding 
our pension plan. 


The law requires that all DB pension plans, like ours, file a 
valuation report with the pension regulator at least once every 
three years (or every year if the funding shortfall gets too big). 
The purpose of the report is to keep track of the financial health 
of the plan. Each report must include: 


e A going-concern valuation that tests the health of the plan, 
assuming it will continue to operate well into the future. 
Going-concern funding shortfalls must be paid off over 
15 years. 

e A solvency valuation that tests the health of the plan in the 
unlikely event it suddenly stops operating and has to pay all 
the benefits earned by active, inactive and retired members 
in a single lump sum as of that date. Solvency shortfalls 
must be paid off over five years. 


Our plan was required to file a valuation report as of June 30, 
2011. The previous report, which was filed as of June 30, 
2008, showed that our plan had a going-concern surplus of 
$12.3 million and a solvency funding shortfall of $0.9 million. 
Despite contribution increases and special payments to address 
the solvency shortfall, the June 30, 2011 report found that 
our solvency shortfall had ballooned to $34.3 million. We had 
also acquired a going-concern shortfall of $10.3 million. The 
market downturn in the last six months of 2011, combined 
with the additional drop in interest rates, inflicted further 
damage. By December 31, 2011, our plan had an estimated 
solvency shortfall of $51.5 million and a going-concern 
shortfall of $16.8 million. 


Moreover, because the solvency funding level has dropped 
below 85%, we are now required to file valuation reports with 
the regulator every year. This means we have to take immediate 
action to deal with our funding problem. 


...continued on next page 


According to a recent study, solvency funding levels in Canada fell from a median of 83% at the 
beginning of 2011 to a median of 68% at the beginning of 2012. With a solvency funding level of 
69%, our plan sits just above the midpoint of all plans in Canada. 


Pension plan facing difficult funding challenge... continued 


How our membership has changed 


We’re not alone 


The factors that have led to funding problems lie largely outside 
the control of pension plan sponsors. As a result, several 

provinces, including Ontario (where the plan is registered), have | 
introduced special funding relief measures to help plans. While f 
our plan is taking full advantage of these measures, they do not 
relieve us of our obligation to fund the solvency shortfall — they 
simply give us more flexibility over how and when we do it. Clearly, 
this presents a huge challenge for our plan. 


December 31, 1995 
Average age of actives — 48 


#2 Actives 
BM Retirees 
| 


We also know that Ontario will soon be announcing significant 
changes to its pension legislation. These changes may provide a 
permanent exemption from solvency funding for plans that meet 
certain conditions. Unfortunately, the timing of the changes — 
and how they might work — is still unknown and we can’t wait. 
With that in mind, we have initiated discussions with the 
regulators to make them aware of our concerns. 


HB Deferred vested members* 


June 30, 2011 
Average age of actives — 52 


Of course, we are hopeful that our funding situation may be eased 
over the long term by improved economic conditions, such as 
higher investment returns and/or higher interest rates. A 1% 
increase in the long-term interest rate alone would reduce our 


* Have left the Church, but still 
have benefits in the plan. 


_ Ads Sas wrrte 
solvency shortfall by approximately $20 million. In the short term, z er mY £C 
Bevel ewe the timing of our next valuation and the Uieeacy of Annual investment returns for past 10 years 
our situation, the Board must look for new sources of pension 
funding or will need to consider changes to benefits to close the | 
funding gap. | ts 
The Church’s pension plan is designed to fea es 
provide a modest pension that rewards long-service 
clergy and lay employees with a basic level of 5% 
financial security in retirement. The average pension eee 1.5% 
paid from the plan is $14,000 per year. | of — oz 
2003 2004 2005 2006 = 2009 2010 2011 
The Pension and Benefits Board is developing an action plan that oi | 
it will take to the General Assembly in June, for full discussion. 
-10% 
We believe that pensions are a key component of long-term 
security for our ministers and lay staff. That’s why we intend to do 15% 
everything in our power to ensure our plan remains financially 
viable and sustainable. | wet ¢ 4 | 
How you can help protect the pension promise 
You might be asking if there is anything that ordinary congregational members can do to help with A1% increase 
the pension fund deficit and the answer is “yes.” Any donation that you make to the Church can in long-term 
be specifically designated to support the pension plan. This includes the comm hares of an : 
: Z BF ‘ in me oe oe oe Saag interest rates alone 
publicly traded company such as a bank, utility, insurance, pipeline, etc. In most cases, there are 
no capital gains taxes on donated shares and you’ll get a tax credit on 100% of your donation. would reduce our 
Your investment adviser can assist you with the paperwork. You can also name the Church as the solvency shortfall by 
beneficiary of a life insurance policy — with special instructions to apply the proceeds to the approximately 40%. 
pension plan. 


So, there is a lot that you can do and, together, we can build the plan to the size that it needs to 
be to secure the retirements of our wonderful ministers and staff. 


) Features International Ministries 


Internationa Ministries 
Reconsidered 


HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND TO THE CHANGING SHAPE OF GLOBAL CHRISTIANITY? 
BY DANIEL D. SCOTT 


he worldwide church has experienced a significant 
shift in terms of geography and demographics. 
For the church here in Canada, it can no longer 

sie be business as usual. Is it time for the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada to reconsider its involvement in 
international ministries? After all, the world is considerably 
different now than it was and maybe our role as a missionary- 
sending church needs to change. 

In his book The New Shape of World Christianity, Mark A. 
Noll, an historian from the University of Notre Dame, illu- 
minates the following startling contrasts: more Christians 
attend church in China than in all of so-called “Christian 
Europe.” More Anglicans attend church in each of Kenya, 
South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda than Anglicans in 
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Britain and Canada and Episcopalians in the United States 
combined—and the number of Anglicans in the church in 
Nigeria is several times the number of those other African 
countries. More Presbyterians go to church in Ghana than 
in Scotland, and more are in congregations of the Uniting 
Presbyterian Church of South Africa than in the United 
States. Six to eight times more people attend the Yoido 
Full Gospel Church overseen by Yong Cho in Seoul, South 
Korea, than the total that worshipped in Canada’s 10 larg- 
est churches combined. 

As the shape of global Christianity changes, it could even 
be said we are not so much a missionary-sending country as we 
are a Missionary-receiving country. To illustrate, Noll claims: 
“This past week in Great Britain, at least 15,000 Christian 
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foreign missionaries were hard at 
work evangelizing the locals. Most of 
those missionaries are from Africa and 
Asia.” Referring to work done by Philip 
Jenkins and Michael Nazar-Ali, Nolls 
shows that international missionaries 
are more likely to come from Brazil, 
South Korea, the Philippines and India, 
as they are to come from Canada, the 
United States and Great Britain. A 
quantum shift has taken place in terms 
of where missionaries are coming from 
and going to. We here in Canada used 
to send missionaries to places like Korea, 
Brazil and the Philippines. Now those 
countries are sending missionaries to 
Canada in a phenomenon known as 
“reverse missionaries.” 

What do these changes mean for us 
here in Canada? How should we respond? 

First, it is imperative we rediscover 
our missionary task. Over 60 years 
ago, the Reformed missiologist, J. H. 
Bavinck, claimed that missionary work 
is the very essence of the church, in the 
opening chapter of his book The Impact 
of Christianity on the Non-Christian 
World. “A church which ceases to be 
missionary in character no longer cor- 
responds to what her Lord expects her 
to be and sooner or later she will experi- 
ence the consequences of her neglect,” 
he argues. Maybe we already are experi- 
encing those consequences. 

Second, we should resist the temp- 
tation to separate the gospel from the 
social gospel. As Canadians, we are 
often so respectful of the other that 
we are afraid to share the gospel lest 
we offend their sensibilities or hamper 
their way of life. We are quite com- 
fortable feeding the hungry and car- 
ing for the sick—the so-called social 
gospel—but quite reticent to share 
the good news of Jesus Christ directly. 
Sometimes, I think, we are of the opin- 
ion that people of other faiths are just 
fine they way they are. If we can help 
with material needs, that is enough. 
We need to recover the balance that 
Luke refers to in the opening words of 
the Acts of the Apostles: “All that Jesus 
began to do and teach.” We need to 
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be involved in preaching and teaching 
the good news of Jesus as well as doing 
the things that Jesus did, such as feed- 
ing the hungry and healing the sick. 

Third, the church should aggres- 
sively pursue partnerships. Sherron Kay 
George makes the case for partnerships 
in her very helpful book, Better Together: 
The Future of Presbyterian Mission. She 
says that churches have been talking 
about partnerships in mission for well 
over 80 years, but the actual practice 
is still in its infancy. As an example, 
I have been involved in a unique 
partnership with Light Presbyterian 
Church and their involvement in 
North Korea. Light Church is part of 
the Korean Presbyterian Church and 
not the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
There is still much value in partnering 
together. Perhaps the PCC could align 
more closely, as a start, with the KPC, 
Christian Reformed Church and other 
Reformed denominations. 

Fourth, we need to learn from 
South Koreans. Mark Noll devotes a 
whole chapter to the mission enter- 
prise of Koreans in his book on global 
Christianity. Some Korean congrega- 
tions in Canada probably have larger 
mission programs than the entire PCC. 
I remember travelling by ferry to a fam- 
ily cottage on Christian Island in the 
middle of Georgian Bay. On the ferry 
was a van from a Korean Presbyterian 
congregation from Toronto. | asked 
what they were doing. They explained 
that they were part of a team running 


a Vacation Bible School program for 
First Nations children on the island. 
Although the island was “Christian 
Island,” these Koreans considered it be 
so in name only. 

Fifth, we should recognize, in the 
Canadian context, mission is increas- 
ingly moving to the congregational 
level and is short term. It is fair to say 
that the days of “send us your money 
and leave mission activity to the pro- 
fessionals” are over. Congregations 
want to be involved in mission first- 
hand. It is not enough for them to read 
reports; they crave the excitement of 
seeing and experiencing what God is 
doing in other parts of the world for 
themselves. Admittedly, short-term 
mission projects can be a challenge for 
the host missionary and host country. 
But I don’t think we can go back to the 
days of “just send me your cheque.” 
The world is too small. Going Global: 
A Congregation’s Introduction to Mission 
Beyond Our Borders by three staff- 
ers from Canadian Baptist Ministries 
gives helpful advice for how congre- 
gations can best be involved in short- 
term mission. 

So, in answer to the question, is 
it time for the PCC to reconsider its 
involvement in international minis- 
tries? I would say, “Yes.” @ 


Rev. Dr. Daniel D. Scott is the minister of 
St. John’s, Bradford, Ont., and managing 
director of Save the Mothers, a maternal 
health organization. 


St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church 


Banff, Alberta 


Contact: 


Celebrating Our 125th Anniversary 


Saturday, June 16 and Sunday, June 17 


Events all weekend including: Open House, Dinner, Free 
~ Gala Musical Concert and Special Church Service. 
All current and former members, plus friends are welcome!! 


Sue White 1-403-609-2605 or twhite@ucalgary.ca 
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Ministry and Ministers 


SO THE CHURCH MAY BE CONTINUALLY RENEWED. By STEPHEN HAYES 


ay is graduation month. 
This year I will join 
a .my classmates at Knox 
eae Toronto, to celebrate our 50th 
year of graduation. It is also a time to 
congratulate all graduates of our theo- 
logical colleges; it’s no easy matter to 
complete six, seven or more years of uni- 
versity. We wish them God’s blessings. 

This time of the year also evokes the 
question of ministry, one that leads to 
the question of orders of ministry. Why 
have elders? Why have ministers? What 
shape ought the church to take in the 
face of an uncertain future that seems to 
be sweeping in upon us? 

A few years ago Callum Brown of 
the University of Dundee wrote a book 
entitled The Death of Christian Britain. 
Will someone soon be writing a book 
entitled, The Death of Christian Canada? 
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When Living Faith dealt with the 
subject of ministers and elders it did so 
under the heading of the ministry we 
all have. There is a sense in which we 
are all in an “order”— the order of the 
Baptized. We are all united to Christ and 
his church and commissioned to his 
service. His service is ministry. 

A hospital chaplain once spoke to the 
ministerial association in Cobourg, Ont., 
where I served as a minister for 16 years. 
He said to us: “You think your ministry 
when you visit a hospital is to take Christ 
to the patient, almost like metaphori- 
cally putting Christ in a wheelchair and 
carting him from room to room and 
saying ‘here he is.’ But that is not your 
role at all for the simple reason that 
Christ has been there all the time.” 

The scriptures, especially Matthew 25, 
support this idea: “I was sick and you 


visited me.” 

Think of ministry as entering into 
Christ’s work and you will not go wrong. 
It is the ministry we all have. 

But why go beyond that? Why have 
elders? Why have ministers? 

Modern scholars point out that 
church order in the New Testament 
was fluid and changing which makes 
it difficult to take it as the exact model 
for our church government now. None- 
theless, in having elders our church 
was always trying to be biblical. But 
you should be warned that in spite of 
our desire for easy and neat answers, 
what the Bible means when it uses the 
word “elder” is vastly more compli- 
cated than most people realize. Presby- 
terians are shocked when they discover 
that even the Westminster Confession 
of Faith does not establish the office of 
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elder on New Testament references to 
“elder” but rather on the concept of 
“gifts of government” that were also 
found in the early church (e.g. 1 Corin- 
thians 12:28). Nonetheless, we can be 
assured that in establishing this office 
in the church, those who came before 
us sought to be biblical. We rejoice 
in the ministry elders have in our 
churches. We value group wisdom, as 
well as insights from life that our elders 
bring to important decisions as “ruling 
elders.” We also value their pastoral 
role as they attend to people in their 
elders’ districts, or to other ministries 
in the church. What a good idea the 
eldership is! 

But what about ministers? Same 
answer: we have ministers because in 
doing so we are trying to structure our 
church around the teachings of the 
Bible. In Ephesians 4:11 ministers are 
referred to as “pastors and teachers.” This 
office is also seen by most scholars as a 


development from the eldership in the 
early church. We see something of this 
journey in the fact that the word “priest” 
is derived from the word “presbyter,” 
which means “elder.” 

The hot tip about ministers is given 
by the Westminster Confession of Faith in 
25:3: “Unto this catholic visible church 
Christ hath given the ministry.” In other 
words, the ministry is Christ’s idea and 
Christ’s gift to the church. 

The preamble in our church’s service 
of ordination states it well: “All minis- 
tries of the church proceed from and are 
sustained by the ministry of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Then it gives us a main 
reason for having ordained ministers: 
“That the church may be continually 
renewed and nurtured for ministry, 
Christ furnishes the church with pastors 
and teachers.” It also adds that the stan- 
dards of the church are especially in the 
care of ministers. 

Some are asking if we even need 
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ministers, but I doubt this view repre- 
sents a strong trend in the church. Most 
people almost instinctively feel that we 
need ministers and wonder what would 
happen without someone who is called 
by God and trained to lead their congre- 
gation. Calvin certainly was powerfully 
convinced of the need for ministers, and 
the Westminster Confession and Living 
Faith certainly follow in this view. If 
ministers are Christ’s gift to his church as 
our confessions and the New Testament 
teach, should that not settle the matter 
for Presbyterians? 

Meanwhile, let us enter into the 
ministry we all have: 

All Christians are called to participate in 
the ministry of Christ. As his body on earth 
we all have gifts to use in the church and in 
the world to the glory of Christ, our King and 
Head. (Living Faith 7.2.1) @ 


Dr. Stephen Hayes is a retired minister. 
He lives in Ottawa. 
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Since 2 007 Knox calege: in of laboration with Intematior Se 
: Ministries, has een involved in a project whose primary goal - : : 
_is to help students reflect on the ways in which faith, ministry 
and church are lived in a context significantly different from nee 
own. Cuba was chosen as the site for this intercu Le program - 
for two reasons: the Presbyterian Church in Cana : 
partnership with the Iglesia Presbiteriana-Reformada en Cuba, 
and Knox College has had a long-standing relationship with the - 
Seminario Evangelico de Teologia (SET) in Matanzas. Now five - 
years later, it seems fitting to write about some of the insights 


afforded by this program. 


Hesisting tne 
| NeOIOgy 
of the Ostncn 


THE CHURCH IN CUBA CAN TEACH US MUCH ABOUT 
POLITICAL AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. 


BY DORCAS GORDAN 


| al “Nee, are many aspects commitment to keep hope alive, to 


of this annual experience in Cuba that maintain confidence in God, and that 
have left an imprint on the way in God has a mission for the church. 
which I continue to reflect on faith, 

ministry and the church in Canada. FROM ATHEIST TO 

I continually think about the lessons SECULAR STATE 

that the church in Cuba—marginal- In 1992, the Communist government 
ized, isolated and impoverished by of Cuba decriminalized Christian- 
political events—teaches us, not pri- ity and by constitutional amendment 
marily about survival, but about the Cuba began to define itself a laicor > 
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non-religious state instead of athiest. 
That same revision affirmed a system 
of direct elections for provincial del- 
egates and deputies to the parliament. 

Three clergy—one Presbyterian, 
one Anglican and one Baptist—cur- 
rently serve in the Cuban parliament 
bringing Christian faith directly to 
bear on the decision-making of a Com- 
munist government. We were present 
at a meeting at the seminary between 
church officials and the government’s 
education representatives in Matanzas 
Province; apparently a meeting which 
happens annually in which govern- 
ment officials consult with the church, 
seeking its input into possible initia- 
tives within the educational system. 

Most impressive to the students are 
the various social projects in which 
the Cuban Council of Churches and 
the seminary are partners. Each proj- 
ect arises out of the needs identified 
by a particular community, having in 
common the requirement that these 
projects benefit the whole commu- 
nity. One congregation raises pigs and 
provides a laundry service to all in the 
community. On rainy days the laun- 
dry hangs in the church sanctuary in 
front of and behind the pulpit and 
communion table. Another congrega- 
tion, where one family has converted 
their living room into the sanctuary, 
plants a vegetable garden and makes 
pickles in order to support a seven- 
day-a-week breakfast project for the 
elderly in the community. This project 
has been going for over 10 years. 

In Havana, one of the largest 
congregations provides meals and a 
daily program for the elderly who, as 
a result of the immigration of their 
children to the United States, live 
alone. The church community is their 
family. A number of years ago the 
seminary bought an old building and 
with the help of international partners 
raised funds to create a cultural and 
social centre for children and young 
people in the city of Matanzas. On a 
regular basis professional dancers and 
musicians teach the children in the 
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creative arts, fostering in them a lived 
experience of—and a deep respect 
for—Cuban culture. For the Knox 
students, the theological short form for 
these social projects became, “What is 
the pig project for my community?” 
In other words, what does it mean 
to be involved and at one with the 
needs of my community out of a lived 
incarnational Christian faith? 

For a number of years we in the 
Presbyterian Church have experienced 
and continue to experience changes in 
the relationship between the church 
and Canadian society. We name it sec- 
ularism or the end of Christendom and 
bemoan the loss of Christian privilege 
within Canadian society. On the one 
hand, if we are honest, we are uncom- 
fortable being one faith group among 
many, secretly desiring a return to the 
“good old days.” We increasingly feel 
ill at ease in a secular society skeptical 
of institutions in general, resulting in 
a reticence to speak publicly about the 
issues that deny life in the world God 
loves. On the other hand, we know 
what it means to be confronted with 
how institutional power and privilege 
can lead to decisions that harm, and 
we continue in the present to struggle 
with what it means to apologize and 
work towards reconciliation with our 
aboriginal brothers and sisters. We 
have experienced how the power to 
define meaning and values in a society 
can lead to a situation of pain and suf- 
fering for so many. 

My relationship with the seminary 
in Cuba has given me new confidence 
to focus not on the disadvantages 
but on the opportunities for ministry 
that might lie in this changed and 
changing relationship with Canadian 
society. Within Cuba a move to 
secularism has presented possibilities 
that were unknown beforehand. What 
possibilities does this new secularism 
present for the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada? What does it mean to prepare 
students for ministry within this 
unsettling context? What is the form 
of leadership they will increasingly 


be led to exercise not only within 
congregations, but within and for 
entire communities? What are the new 
ways in which we are being called to 
declare our faith as a denomination? 


DECLARING ITS FAITH 

In 1978, the Presbyterian-Reformed 
Church in Cuba set out boldly a dec- 
laration of faith stating that “this tes- 
timony constitutes the affirmation 
of the joy which the Church of Jesus 
Christ experiences in the gospel as it 
lives this historic moment of human- 
ity and especially as it proclaims the 
meaning faith has for us in the midst 
of the Cuban revolutionary process.” 
Central is the assertion that the world 
is God’s and that, “Nature is the ‘the- 
atre’ where the human being—a crea- 
ture in the ‘image and likeness of 
God’—is placed so that he [or she] be 
a worker.” That is, God’s steward of all 
goods both material and spiritual. 

In affirming these truths the writ- 
ers of the document demonstrate their 
awareness that such claims bring the 
church “dangerously close to the radical 
secularization taken on by God in Jesus 
Christ, and runs the same risks that he 
did of misunderstandings, sufferings 
and crucifixion. ... Nevertheless,” the 
document continues, “the Presbyte- 
rian-Reformed Church in Cuba hopes 
... aS it does this, it may become more 
fully a part of the glorious freedom of 
the Risen One, a freedom which will 
free it from the alienating ideologiza- 
tions [ideologies] that in the past and 
still in the present have kept and keep 
the Church of Jesus Christ ... a captive 
of unjust and oppressive structures, of 
‘principalities and powers’ ... that have 
made the human being an exploiter of 
his neighbour.” 

At the very least this document 
leads me to ask, what declaration of 
faith is the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada being called to affirm in our 
context? How does our identity as 
Reformed people encourage us to be 
bold in redefining who we are for such 
a time as this? 


The 2011 Cuba trip—Knox students plus local Cuban drivers and tour guide. 


Within Cuba a move to secularism 
possibilities that were 
What possibilities does this 

nt for the Presbyterian Oh 
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From our beginnings we have 
affirmed a willingness and courage to 
reinterpret, reframing old wisdom for 
new contexts—Reformed and always 
being reforming! But even more 
essential is a spirituality which sees 
God’s grace as central to all that we 
do, a belief that God’s grace, so freely 
given to us must be extended to all in 
our communities both inside and out- 
side the church. For us this has tradi- 
tionally meant investing ourselves in 


the well-being of Canada. 

Ours was, and in many places 
continues to be, a ministry of ser- 
vice through which hungry people 
are fed, the homeless given shelter, 
the stranger in the form of the immi- 
grant and refugee welcomed, the 
most vulnerable protected. Because 
of this way of being in God’s world, 
we ask questions, if at times reluc- 
tantly, about the kind of economic, 
political and social structures needed 
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to ensure the well-being of all. Like 
Jeremiah in his letter to the exiles, a 
dispirited and fearful people, here is 
a declaration to which we can relate: 
“Seek the welfare of the city where I 
have sent you into exile; pray to the 
Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare 
you will find your own I know 
the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord, plans for your welfare and not 
for harm, to give you a future with 
hope.” Jeremiah 29:7,11) > 


May 2012 Presbyterian Record 3 3) 


WP cover story 


Making friends at a plantation tour. 


“TO BE NON-POLITICAL IS 
TO BE POLITICAL” 

Last year during their intercultural 
program, the rector of the Seminario 
Evangelico de Teologia, Dr. Reinerio 
Arce Valentin, spoke to Knox students 
about the political and economic chal- 
lenges facing Cuba and the theological 
questions being asked by the Presbyte- 
rian-Reformed Church. He answered 
questions about the United States’ 
blockade and its effect on the quality 
of life in Cuba, questions about how 
the benefits achieved by the revolu- 
tion might be in jeopardy if the United 
States has increased or unlimited access, 
questions about the move to a market 
economy with the new tax and regu- 
latory changes that seek to foster the 
growth of micro-enterprises, questions 
about the extent of freedom of speech 
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and action that really exist 
in this Communist state. 
Reinerio’s responses 
recognized the enormity 
of the issues facing Cuba 
for which there are no easy 
answers. He expressed his 
concern that the church 
could become over- 
whelmed and begin out of 
fear to turn inward, isolat- 
ing itself from its context. 
He told the students that 
he worries about the grow- 
ing trend toward a per- 
sonal piety and its poten- 
tial to imprison the church 
inside its own walls, which 
could lead to a neglect or 
even denial of God’s love 
for the world. During this 
time with the students he 
made the comment, “to be 
non-political is to be politi- 
cal.” As I read the students’ 
reflection papers after they 
returned home, I was  sur- 
prised to see how many of them had 
focused on this phrase, recognizing 
in it a challenge to an equally popu- 
lar phrase in Canadian church circles: 
religion and politics don’t mix. 

What does it mean for the PCC to 
be political and not, as Reinerio says, 
to adopt the “theology of the ostrich” 
and stick our heads in the sand? What 
does it mean to call out prophetically 
in the public sphere? It is a challenge; 
for even as the world is getting smaller, 
it seems to be more and more compli- 
cated. It is as if our voices have become 
muted, and I wonder whether we, or 
more specifically, whether I, lack cour- 
age or will. I worry about how this 
withdrawal from the public forum is 
modelled in worship. For example, 
especially in the growing popularity 
of praise songs, I hear us singing much 


more of a personal piety and much less 
of the radical nature of the incarnation. 

I assess that often our preaching 
of the parables neglects the Jesus who 
was fully immersed in the political, 
social and economic ills of his day. 
Thomas Long, speaking about narra- 
tive preaching in Preaching From Mem- 
ory to Hope, indicates that it has “too 
often devolved into a hodgepodge of 
sentimental pseudoart.” Biblical schol- 
ars, while expressing it somewhat dif- 
ferently, would assert that Jesus wasn’t 
crucified for being too spiritual. He 
was crucified because he was perceived 
to be a political threat to the stability 
of the Roman occupation in Palestine. 

It is challenging to achieve the 
depth of theological reflection in one’s 
own context that does justice to the 
experience of being invited deeply into 
another’s context. Certainly one thing 
I have learned from my Cuban sisters 
and brothers is that theological reflec- 
tion is shallow, indeed does not merit 
the name of theological reflection, if 
it does not include an analysis of the 
social, economic and political realities 
of the society where God has placed 
us. More than ever, with them, I seek 
to focus on what it means to minister 
knowing that the world and all that is 
in it, in spite of sin, belongs to and is 
loved by God. As God’s partners in pro- 
claiming the reign of God and work- 
ing for that reign to become a reality 
in this world we cannot hide from the 
messiness or complications of that 
world, separating its weekday reality 
from our Sunday worship. Those of us 
at Knox College who have participated 
in this experience of the Cuban reality 
have been challenged to claim fully 
with hope and joy this moment in the 
life of the church in Canada. @ 


Rev. Dr. Dorcas Gordon is principal of 
Knox College, Toronto. 
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TIME IN CUBA CHALLENGES A SEMINARY STUDENT TO ALTER HER 
PERSPECTIVE. BY HEATHER VANDERSTELT 


uba 

was 

for 
me an opportunity to become more 
aware of the lenses through which I 
view my world, and a chance to take 
those lenses off. In doing this, I could 
reconsider the relationship between a 
church (or the Church) and its context. 
As I tried to step outside of my usual 
way of thinking, I found at first I was 
very critical of churches in Canada. 
Having been presented with churches 
in Cuba that were serving the people 
in their communities (teaching skills 
to help supplement income, encour- 
aging artistic expressions, providing 
food, running small business ventures 
and agricultural initiatives, etc.), I 
looked at the churches familiar to me 
and wondered what we did that came 
anywhere close to what these churches 
were accomplishing. I acknowledge 
that we must address issues differently 
because of our structures and social 
systems; however, the contributions 
of our churches are often hidden from 
the eyes of our communities and fall 
short of the efforts some of the Cuban 
churches have made to truly meet the 
needs of their communities. 

Even while recognizing that we do 
accomplish some good, I find myself 
asking many questions about the pur- 
pose of the church. One Cuban lecturer 
during the trip said, “The church is not 


a group of friends; rather, the church 
is one of the instruments of God” to 
bring about the Kingdom of God. 

I think this points to why I tend 
to be so critical of Canadian churches. 
I see a heavy focus on developing 
friendships and encouraging mem- 
bers to deepen their faith; however, 
I’m not always as convinced that the 
church sufficiently recognizes its role 
as being an instrument of God in terms 
of being the hands and feet and voice 
of Christ. I am not sure we always 
hear the cry of the people. I saw in the 
churches in Cuba a desire to not only 
help members (and the community) 
grow in their faith, but also to help 
them in their everyday living (on an 
individual level, community level, and 
national level). Today, I find myself 
thinking about what more we can do 
for our communities to better meet 
their needs. 

One church in Cuba that had a par- 
ticular impact on me was in a small vil- 
lage called Four Corners. This church, 
unable to have a building of its own, 
was hosted in a congregant’s house. 
The national church paid the minis- 
ter’s salary and the gas for the minis- 
ter’s car; however, the church received 
no other support and hence had to sup- 
port itself. Tithing was encouraged but 
insufficient as the congregants could 
not afford to sustain their church. To 
bridge the gap, the church managed to 


attain a piece of land and began farm- 
ing. As the pastor’s time was taken up 
with the farming, members of the con- 
gregation took on some of the minis- 
ter’s roles, such as pastoral visits. The 
church now produces cooking oil to 
sell, has a breakfast program (where 
breakfast is provided to the elderly 
in the community who are unable to 
provide or prepare it for themselves), 
and instructs women in sewing and 
selling their products. Much of what 
they are involved in doesn’t fit with 
what I have traditionally thought of 
as church or church-like activities. But 
this church has found a way to help 
meet the needs of its community. 

I found I was challenged to think 
about outreach as well as the motiva- 
tion behind community outreach. | 
have always known that community 
outreach is important, but after return- 
ing from Cuba I wonder if I need to 
add advocacy and social justice work to 
my understanding of community out- 
reach. I believe the motivation behind 
outreach should be deeply rooted in 
theology, and theology should also 
shape how community outreach is 
practiced. 

As I have continued to study scrip- 
ture in light of this question, I find | 
am more and more convinced of the 
importance of active love, which can 
take many shapes, but most certainly 
includes meeting the physical > 
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into the pre-Communist past. 


needs of those around us. Return- 
ing then to further reflect on the 
Four Corners church, I wonder 
why it is that when this congrega- 
tion moved towards an active love 
that sought to meet the needs of 
its community, the number of con- 
gregants declined? That when this 
church was invited to move beyond 
being an inward-looking entity that 
focuses on loving God, to instead 
embrace the call to love our neigh- 
bour and live the Christian life (as 
their minister called it), the church 
did not grow? I wonder then, what 
it is about us that makes us so resis- 
tant to living out the Christian life 
in such a way that it might actually 
cost us something? How is it that 
we can feel so comfortable with our 
Christianity if we’re not living up 
to what Christ has asked of us? I 
want to know what the future looks 
like for the Four Corners congrega- 
tion—will they grow in numbers as 
they build a congregation around 
this new vision? Will the love they 
are pouring into their community 
speak of God’s love? 

Attempting to engage a new 
perspective has left me with far 
more questions than answers, but 
I am convinced that the very prac- 
tice of asking questions produces 
more fruit than always having the 
answers. I am also convinced that 
without the experience of travel- 
ling to Cuba and being pushed 
outside of my comfortable, familiar 
environment, I would have missed 
the opportunity to become aware 
of the lenses I use to view my world 
each day, and not have felt the 
challenge to remove them, even if 
only for a while. 


Heather Vanderstelt is studying for 
her Master of Divinity degree at Knox 
College and is presently doing an 
internship at St. Joseph’s Healthcare, 
Hamilton, Ont. 
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LIVING OUR FAITH AS INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITY. BY RENEIRO ARCE VALENTIN 


Enereveisi= a. 

tendency, in 

our times, 
towards introspection, gazing inward; 
yet this tendency raises walls that can 
isolate us from the world and the world 
from us. There is a fear of contamina- 
tion; there is fear of churches being 
destroyed or disappearing. It’s a lack of 
confidence in God, that this is God’s 
church. In many places the reaction 
to having less members in churches 
causes actions that in the end alien- 
ate the church from the reality around 
us. Probably, we have a greater con- 
cern for the size of the congregation 
than for the content of the mission. 
Sometimes it looks like we don’t have 
enough faith. Our call is to proclaim 
the gospel; the Lord our God, “added 
to the church daily such as should be 
saved.” (Acts 2:47, KJV) 

At the same time there is a grow- 
ing trend that promotes individualistic 
faith; faith so enclosed, that it neglects 
the second great commandment 
taught by Jesus. This false belief pro- 
motes the idea that the first command- 
ment is enough. However, loving God 
is inseparable from loving our neigh- 
bour. Jesus himself emphasized it by 
joining them in only one statement. 
And this love is not love in name only, 
nor love for the sake of charity that 
gives to the needy what we can spare. 


It is transforming love that tries to do 
away with the causes of poverty and 
marginalization—with the causes of 
violence, wars and suffering. 

Unquestionably, living our faith 
as individuals and as communities, 
reading and reflecting on the word 
of God as a source of authority and 
inspiration, praying as one church 
and many people, and worshipping 
and proclaiming the word as a com- 
munity are all an essential part of our 
lives as Christians. But we cannot sep- 
arate this congregational commitment 
from our lives outside of the sanctuary 
and church spaces. There must be an 
essential relationship between what 
we believe, what we preach and how 
we live. These actions will affirm our 
Christian beliefs as we relate to our 
communities, the world and our natu- 
ral surroundings. 

Jesus and his disciples did not stay 
within the walls of Jerusalem. His dis- 
ciples went out to Emmaus without 
any certainty of what they would find 
on the way, and without knowing that 
they would see the risen Lord. Let us 
break out of the walls that prevent us 
from having that encounter with Jesus. 

Let us break out of the walls that 
make us believe we are the owners of 
absolute truth, owners of God and 
Christ. It is not a question of taking 
him where we want to go. There are 


There must be 
an essential 
relationsnio 
between what 
we believe, 
what we preach 
and now we live 


walls that make us think we can judge 
and have the last word and decide 
what is right and what is wrong. Walls 
that make us forget that God and 
only God is the sole owner of every- 
thing and has called us to serve. Let us 
escape that higher wall that makes us 
look at the world and judge it from the 
balcony of history, rather than going 
down and walking together with the 
God of history, collaborating in its 
reconstruction and serving others. @ 


Rev. Dr. Reneiro Arce Valentin is principal 
of the Evangelical Seminary of Theology 
in Matanzas, Cuba. He received an hon- 
orary Doctorate of Divinity in 2011 from 
Knox College, Toronto, and was the con- 
vocation’s guest speaker. This is a severely 
edited taste of his talk; the whole speech 
is available on presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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People 


To make People & Places submissions, email: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca 


Chalmers, Hamilton, Ont. 

In March Chalmers celebrated 110 
years of combined service by three of 
its elders: Ken Schweitzer has served 
for 40 years; Peter Corbett has served 
for 50 years; and Kathy Brown, Peter’s 
daughter (right), has served for 20. All 
three are still active and involved in the 
church and community. They are shown 
here with Rev. Victoria Eldridge. 


Gio MEH 
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St. Andrew’s, Nanaimo, B.C. 


In January Rev. Elizabeth Forrester (right) and Elaine 
Toole (left) visited PCC missionaries Glen and Linda Inglis 
in Malawi, bringing with them over $2, 000 raised by St. 
Andrew's. They also brought a suitcase full of deflated — 
soccer balls for children in orphan care programs. The 
soccer balls were purchased with $200 generously 
donated by the St. Andrew's Sunday school children. 
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People & Places BACK 


St. George’s, 

London, Ont. 

St. George's had a lot to celebrate in 
March. The church held a reception 
to mark both the church's 65th 
anniversary and the 90th birthday 
of Rev. Murdo Pollock. Pollock 
worked hard at his own party, 
preaching the sermon and then 
cutting the cake with his wife, Joyce. 
Rev. John Bannerman, Joyce Pollock, 
Rev. Murdo Pollock, Rev. Keith McKee, 
Dr. Dorcas Gordon. 


First, Stellarton, N.S. 


A willing team of congregants 
conducted the worship at First on 
Laity Sunday in February this year. 
Taking part were: 
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Front row: Cameron Holmes, Maia 
Green, Madison Holmes; middle 
row: Kate Halliday, Leslie Holmes, 
Evie Fraser, Jean MacKay-Baudoux; 
back row: Sarah Carrigan, Marleigh 
Rondelet, Margie Beck, Vanessa 
Campbell and Mike Arseneau. 


St. Andrew’s-Knox, Spencerville, Ont. 


Helmer Reddick has been treasurer at St. Andrew’'s- 
Knox for 55 of his 88 years—and he’s still serving. On 
March 4, Rev.lan MacLean (left) and clerk of session 
James Purcell (right), presented him with a token of 
thanks from a thankful congregation. 
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MH pack From the Moderator 


Beautiful Feet 


THE GOOD NEWS HAS DONE GREAT THINGS IN TAIWAN. 


The scripture says, “No one who 
believes in him will be put to shame.” 
For there is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of 
all and is generous to all who call on 
him. For, “Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” But 
how are they to call on one in whom 
they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in one of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they 
to hear without someone to proclaim 
him? And how are they to proclaim 
him unless they are sent? As it is writ- 
ten, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news!” 
—Romans 10: 11-15 


leatly, (‘the ~19theecentury 

Canadian Presbyterian  mis- 

sionary, Rev. Dr. George Leslie 
Mackay, must have had gorgeous feet 
(if you're inclined to take the text lit- 
erally!) For 10 days in March, six of us 
were the personal guests of the North 
Synod of the Presbyterian Church in 
Taiwan as they celebrated with great 
joy the 140th anniversary of the arrival 
of the pastor they lovingly call “the 
black bearded Bible man.” From March 
of 1872 until his untimely death from 
cancer in 1901, Mackay laid the foun- 
dation for Christian witness which 
remains a significant component of the 
overall life of the people of Taiwan, for- 
merly known as Formosa. Born in Zorra 
Township, Oxford County, near the 
city of Woodstock, Ont., the breadth of 
Mackay’s legacy in Taiwan is unimagi- 
nable until you see for yourself the pro- 
found influence of his tireless efforts in 
many avenues of human life. More than 
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just the remarkable feat of planting 60 
congregations, Mackay also saw to the 
establishment of schools and colleges, 
but is probably best known by all walks 
of Taiwanese people as the founder 
of the world-class Mackay Memorial 
Hospital, now located in Taipei. Because 


The Presbyterian Church 
in Taiwan is a growing 
denomination which 
is twice the size of our 

own membership 


of his commitment to improved dental 
care, he personally extracted more than 
21,000 teeth! As a Christian minister of 
the gospel, Dr. Mackay was simultane- 
ously a dentist, an educator, a botanist, 
an evangelist and a tireless advocate 
for public healthcare. He believed he 
was Called to minister to the whole per- 
son, not just to the spiritual being. In 
recognition, he was elected in 1894 as 
the moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
He used the bulk of his moderatorial 
year to travel the country, sharing the 


BY RICK HORST 


story of person-to-person mission in 
Formosa, and writing of his experience 
on that “beautiful isle” in his book, From 
Far Formosa. While in Canada he had a 
profound impact, encouraging many 
among his Canadian colleagues and 
friends to consider or prepare for over- 
seas mission work. 

Today, the Presbyterian Church 
in Taiwan is a growing denomination 
which is twice the size of our own mem- 
bership. As a church, it has a strong his- 
tory as a proponent for human rights 
and democracy, as well as an unwaver- 
ing commitment to the bolstering of 
aboriginal rights. Its efforts and success 
in the work of evangelism are evidence 
of the Spirit’s presence in its ministries 
and leaders. In all of these critical areas, 
our Canadian church could do well to 
learn from their passion and experience. 
The hospitality which our Canadian 
group received at every turn was incom- 
parable beyond measure, and a constant 
reminder of the biblical imperative to 
receive one another as from Christ. 

We are blessed to be in partner- 
ship with people of such fervent faith, 
whose emigrants to our own shores 
continue to proliferate the fire of Dr. 
Mackay. Both his work and the history 
of our relationship with Taiwan can be 
explored at our National Presbyterian 
Museum (presbyterianmuseum.ca). @ 


In the spirit of mission, 


(4 sam 


Rev. Dr. Rick Horst is minister at St. 
Andrew’s, Barrie, Ont. Follow him at 
presbyterian.ca/moderator. 
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Does your new employee read the 
Presbyterian Record? Find out! 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 
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find the perfect 
candidate fast. 
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WA ack Vacancies 


Ministry Opportunities 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Summerside, P.E.!., Summerside; Interim 
Moderators Rev. Mark Buell, RR 1, Belle 
River, PE COA 1B0; mwbuell@ihis.org 


and Rev. Andrew Hutchinson, 18 Edgehill 


Terrace, Stratford, PE C1B 2V4; 
atgh@bellaliant.net. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN 
ONTARIO 

Montreal, Cote des Neiges; Full-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Dan Shute, 
Presbyterian College, 3495 University St., 
Montreal, QC _H3A 1A8; 
dshute@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Montreal, The Church of St. Andrew and 
St. Paul; Associate Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 
University St., Montreal, QC 
H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256 extension 202; 
pastoralstudies@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Winchester, Ont., St. Paul’s; Chesterville, 
St. Andrew's; Morewood; Full-time; 


To feature your employment 
opportunity please contact Carol 
McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 
or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


Position available for a 


Director of Music 


at 
MacNeill Baptist Church, 


Hamilton, Ontario. 


For further information, 
please see 
www.macneillbaptist.ca 
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Interim Moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO 
Box 131, Maxville, ON KOC 1T0; 613-538- 
2582; jim_olga@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 
ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Brampton, St. Andrew’s; Senior Minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Harvey Self, PO 
Box 276, Orangeville, ON LOW 2Z7; 
519-941-1334; 
office@tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org. 

Cambridge, Knox’s Galt; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Angus Sutherland, 75 Grand Ave.N., 
Cambridge, ON N1S 2L1; 519-748-4540 
(office); ajmacbagpipe@yahoo.com. 

Colborne, Old St. Andrew’s; Half-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. David G. Cooper, 
67 Victoria Ave., Belleville, ON K8N 2A1; 
613-242-6927; 
revdavecooper@gmail.com. 

Etobicoke, Graceview; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Thomas Kim, c/o University 
Presbyterian Church, 1830 Finch Ave. W., 
Toronto, ON M3N 1M8; 416-663-3281; 
minister@universitychurch.ca. 

Gravenhurst, Knox; Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Courtney M. Crawford, 
28 Gray St., PO Box 821, Coldwater, ON 
LOK 1E0; 705-238-8648; 
revcmcrawford@gmail.com. 

Kingston, St. John’s and Seeley’s Bay, Sand 
Hill; Full-time; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Kate Jordan, 175 Stone St. S., Gananoque, 
ON K7G 2A2; 613-382-2315; 
kate-byron.jordan@bell.net. 

Markham, Markham Chinese; Full-time 
associate minister for English-speaking 
ministry, familiarity with Mandarin and 
Cantonese languages beneficial; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Sam Priestley, 19 Elm 
Lea St., Markham, ON L3P 3M8; 905-294- 
1633; sam.priestley@bell.net. 

Mississauga, Clarkson Road; Interim 
Moderator Pastor Howard Sullivan, 170 
Main St.E., Milton, ON L9T 1N8; 905-878- 
6060; pastor.howard92@gmail.com. 

Mississauga, Dixie; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, 83 Trafalgar 
Rd., PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0; 
519-855-6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

Nottawa, Emmanuel; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 206 


Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 705- 
424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oshawa, St. Luke’s and St. James (new two 
point charge); Joint Interim Moderators 
Rev. Dr. Lynda Reid, 
lyndareid@bellnet.ca and Rev. Dr. lan 
Clark, drianclark@gmail.com. 

Parry Sound, St. Andrew’s; Pastor of Word 
and Sacrament; Interim Moderator Rev. 
George Anderson, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 1 High St., 
Huntsville, ON P1H 2R3; 705-789-2122; 
george@standrewshuntsville.ca; 
standrewsparrysound.org. 

Pickering, Amberlea; Co-Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeremy Bellsmith, c/o Burns 
Presbyterian Church, 765 Myrtle Rd., 
Ashburn, ON LOB 1A0; 
jJeremy@burnschurch.org. 

Scarborough, Melville; Current minister 
retires June 1, 2012; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dennis Cook, c/o St. Timothy’s 
Presbyterian Church, 97 Burcher Rd., 
Ajax, ON L1S 2R3; 905-683-6122; 
dencook@rogers.com. 

Toronto, St. Giles Kingsway; Minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. John-Peter Smit, 
56 Thirty Third St., Toronto, ON M8W 
3H3; 647-348-0879; 
johnpetersmit@gmail.com. 

Trenton, St. Andrew’s; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Stephen Durkin; 
sdunkin@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Brussels, Melville; Part-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Don McCallum, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 220 Livingstone 
Ave.N., Listowel, ON N4W 1P9;519-291- 
4690; donpmccallum@wightman.ca. 

Burlington, Knox; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Thomas J. Kay, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 461 Elizabeth St., 
Burlington, ON L7R 4B1; 905-529-6896; 
rev.thomaskay@gmail.com. 

Dresden, St. Andrew's and Rutherford; 
Full-time minister for two-point charge; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Douglas 
Cameron, 251 Duncan St., Wallaceburg, 
ON N8A 5G5; 519-397-9132; 
pastordoug-im@thosecamerons.com. 

Ilderton, Bethel; Part-time; Carl Crossett, 


Convener of Search Committee, 
14846 Fifteen Mile Rd., RR 2, 
Denfield, ON NOM 1P0; 519-225-2733; 
ccrossett@quadro.net. 
Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Barry Van Dusen, 
770 Lakeshore Rd., Sarnia, ON N7T 275; 
519-542-2253; 
barry.peggy.vandusen@sympatico.ca. 
Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. John Hibbs; 
35 Giffin Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 7N5; 
905-627-9080; jayhibbs@cogeco.ca. 
Teeswater, Knox and Kinlough; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Michael Rundle, 
563 11th St., Hanover, ON N4N 114; 519- 
364-1622; michaelrundle_@hotmail.com. 
Wiarton, St. Paul’s; Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Terry Samuel, PO Box 931, 
Lion’s Head, ON NOH 1W0; 519-793-6265 
or 519-396-6082; tsamuel@bmts.com. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 
NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Greenstone, Ont., St. Andrew's; Half-time; 
Interim Moderator Bert Vancook, 207 S. 
Brodie St., Thunder Bay, ON P7E 1J6; 
807-622-4273; minister@saintapc.ca. 

Kenora, Ont., Anamiewigummig-Kenora 
Fellowship Centre; Executive Director; 
Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mymts.net. 

Winnipeg, First; Interim Moderator Peter 
Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, 
MB R3KOL1. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 
NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Grace; Associate Minister 
(Pastoral Care); Rev. Peter Coutts, 
Presbytery Representative, c/o 
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 
703 Heritage Dr. NW, Calgary, AB 
T2V 2W4; 403-255-0001; 
pcoutts@standrewscalgary.ca; 
gracecalgary.org. 

Calgary, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. Bob 
Smith, c/o Varsity Acres Presbyterian 


Church, 4612 Varsity Dr. NW, Calgary, 
AB T3A 1V7; 403-288-0544; 
bob.smith@vapc.ca. 

Red Deer, Alta., Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Annabelle Wallace, 13820-109A Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T5M 2K1; 403-505-9736; 
annabellew@shaw.ca. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Comox Valley; Interim Moderator Rev. John 
Green, 579 Grayson Rd., Campbell River, 
BC VOW 6K3; revjohngreen@gmail.com. 

Coquitlam; Full-time Director of Outreach 
& Discipleship Ministries; Gary Coukell, 
Convener of Search Committee, 948 
Como Lake Ave., Coquitlam, BC V3J 7P9; 
gcoukell@hiscpc.org; www.hiscpc.org. 

Vernon, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
David Heath; 250-860-6051; 
bntheredsh@gmail.com; 
pccweb.ca/Knox-Vernon. 

Victoria, Trinity; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Irwin Cunningham, c/o Saanich 
Peninsula Presbyterian Church, 
9296 East Saanich Rd., North Saanich, 
BC V8L 1H8; 250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. @ 


Obituaries 


Allum, Rev. Helen Ruth, (née Oliver) 
went home to be with her Lord 
and Saviour Tuesday, November 
8, 2011 in her 82nd year. Beloved 
wife of the Rev. Dr. Walter Allum of 
Waterloo and formerly of Dundas, 
Ont. Helen will be remembered and 
missed by Walter’s children and 
their families: John (Suzanne) of 


Obituaries Back i 


TO ANNOUNCE YOUR 
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY: 


Email: vacancies@presbyterianrecord.ca, 
phone: 1 800 619 7301 x308, 

or fax: 416 441 2825. 

All notices of pulpit vacancies will be char- 
ged to the congregation: $40 minimum for 
a one-time insertion or $25 per insertion 
for four or more. This charge applies to all 
congregations. Contact the Record office 
regarding items for this column. 


Dundas, Peter (Barbara) of Hamilton, 
Ont., Mary (Bill) Nunn of Waterloo, 
Nancy (Rich) Frost and James (Susan 
McMurrich) of Winnipeg. Dearly 
loved Aunt of Elizabeth (Jackie) 
Barnes of Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Pre-deceased by her parents Captains 
Miriam & Timothy Oliver (Salvation 
Army), her sister June George and 
brother Arthur Oliver. 

Always a woman of deep faith, 
Helen followed a call to service after 
a career with CP Rail and enrolled 
as a student at Ewart College. Desig- 
nated as a deaconess of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in Canada, she for many 
years served the people of the north 
end of Hamilton with love and devo- 
tion. When God’s call came again, 
this time to the ministry of Word 
and Sacraments, Helen once again 
responded with courage and commit- 
ment. Upon completion of her theo- 
logical studies, Helen along with Wal- 
ter ministered to the congregations of 
Arthur and Gordonville. Beyond her 
own ministry Helen was a loving wife 
and supportive partner to Walter in 
all of the work of the congregations 
to which they were called. She was a 
friend to all. 

In celebration of her life and 
ministry gifts may be made in Hel- 
en’s memory to Knox Presbyterian 
Church, Dundas, Ont., Presbyterian 
College, Montreal, or St. Mary’s Hos- 
pital, Kitchener, Ont. 

“In all thy ways acknowledge 
Him and He will direct thy paths.” 
(Proverbs 3:6) @ 
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Faithfully Servin 


Updates from the life & Mission Agence 


WWW. TE eEVIGHaT caine 
1-800-619-7301 5 


Employee Assistance 
Program Extended 


presbyterian.ca/eap 


In September 2010, the Life 
and Mission Agency created 
a pilot Employee Assistance 
Program (EAP) to offer 
ministers and their families 
access to confidential 
counselling, consultation and 
referral. 

Funded by bequests in the 
church's Sustaining Pastoral 
Excellence Fund, this pilot 
program was expected to 
last two years. Fortunately 
however, lower than 
expected costs mean that 
the pilot program will be 
extended for a third year until 
the end of August 2013. 


The EAP helps ministers to 
strengthen themselves for 
Christian service and gives 
the church 
another way to 
express its care for ‘| 
the community of “ 
people who lead 
it. 


- www.flickr.com/pcconnect 


May 2012 


lynford Drive, Toronto, Ontario 


§ Healing & Reconciliation 
# May 20 is Healing and Reconciliation 
m Sunday. June 17 is Aboriginal Day 

m Sunday. Do one thing every Sunday 

fm between these dates to support 

fm healing and reconciliation between 


Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people 
in Canada. 


Visit our Healing & Reconcilation 
page (presbyterian.ca/healing) for 
ideas or contact David Phillips, 
Healing & Reconciliation Program 
Animator (dphillips@presbyterian.ca 
or 1-800-619-7301 ext 283). 


New PCC Website! 


The new website for The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada is up and running. 
Beyond a new look and feel, the site 
has a completely new and easier to 

use online donation system as well as 
anew map-based “church-finder” 


s feature. As always, the best way to 

m@ find what you’re looking for on the 

m new site is to use the search function. 
i If you are having difficulties with the 


site, YoU are 
invited to use the 
web-chat feature 
to get help. 


® 


TRC Events 

PCC representatives have 
attended the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission’s 
national events in Winnipeg, 
Inuvik and Halifax. 

There was a regional event in 


= Victoria April 13-14, 2012 and 
= there will be a national event 
fin Saskatoon June 21-24, 2012. 


For more information, visit 
presbyterian.ca/healing 
or contact Dave Phillips: 
dphillips@presbyterian.ca 


Mission Blogs 


Each of our overseas mission 


§ staff now have a blog where 


you can follow along as they 
work to proclaim Christ as 
representatives of The 
Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. 
presbyterian.ca/missionstaff 


Canada Youth 2012 


The PCC’'s national youth 
conference takes place at 
Brock University from July 3-8, 
2012. Visit the website for 
details about the 
event. 
canadayouth.ca 
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Midianite people and livestock; with 
its massive professional army. Behind 
Gideon is the ragtag band of men he 
has managed to raise up from the tribes 
of Israel. They were 32,000 strong, 
untrained and outnumbered more 
than 40 to one. While he is looking 
down, God tells Gideon his army is too 
big; send home everyone who is afraid. 

Gideon sends home 22,000 men, 
perhaps the sanest ones. God tells Gideon 
his army is still too big, take them to a 
creek and watch them drink. Send home 
everyone except those who lap water like 
dogs. Gideon is left with 300 men who 
lap water like dogs and who, according 
to Josephus, were the least watchful of 
the lot. Well at least they are the elite 
and the best warriors. Actually they are 
all musicians. Well at least Gideon can 
arm them well, preferably with nuclear 
warheads or something. But God insists 
that they be armed with trumpets, torches 
and pitchers. Well at least Gideon can form 
them into some type of sleuthing guerilla 
group that could slink underground in 
small groups of two or three and begin to 
assassinate the Midianites one by one with 
shards of glass from their pitchers. But God 
has Gideon march them right out into the 
open in three military columns around 
the massive camp and basically has them 
declare to the Midianite encampment, 
“We've got you surrounded.” Well at least 
Gideon can attack at the end of the last 
watch when all the guards are tired and 
nearly asleep. But God has the attack 
staged at the beginning of the middle 
watch when all the guards are fresh and 
wide awake. 

Somehow the complete massive 
Midianite army is destroyed. We are 
told in Judges 8:10-12 that there were 
only 15,000 Midianites left and these, 
Gideon and his merry band of 300 
trumpeters routed out of the country, 
capturing the two kings of Midian in 
the process. And few in all of Israel who 
had not been directly involved could 
understand it or believe it. 

So what is going on in this story? Is it 
just an individual quirky miracle saga? It 
could be, except that this story is repeated 
over and over again in both Testaments 


of the Bible. It’s the story of God choosing 
to use the small, the insignificant, the 
week and the lowly to accomplish God's 
purposes in the world. 

It’s the story of the patriarchs. Look 
at Abraham and Sara. From out of a 
weak, very old man and a barren old 
woman God spawns a mighty nation. 
God insists that it be this way and we 
are warned against offering our own 


I can’t count the times 
that I have hesitated in 
doing a task precisely 
because I have felt 
inadequate, too small 
to carry it off 


Ephraim solutions. It’s the story of the 
prophets. Look at the call stories of 
Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Elijah. It’s 
the story of all the judges, including 
Gideon. It’s the story of the kings, at 
least those who were faithful. David 
versus Goliath is the best example that 
comes to mind. And It’s the story of the 
Christ: “Who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality 
with God as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of 
a slave, being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself and became obedient 
to the point of death—even death on a 
cross.” (Philippians 2:6-8) 

Somehow this is my story, too. I can’t 
count the times I have been on the cusp 
of doing something with my life and | 
have prayed: “O God, I am too weak, 
make me strong.” I can’t count the times 
that I have hesitated in doing a task 
precisely because I have felt inadequate, 
too small to carry it off. I can’t count 
the times that I have felt completely 
overwhelmed by the task, and overcome 
with defeat before I get started. I am 
ridiculously too small, embarrassingly 
insignificant, absolutely too weak. And 
God says to me in the Gideon story, in 
the biblical story, in the Christ story, 
the same thing he said to the apostle: 


For the Journey a 


“My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” 
(2 Corinthians 12:9) 

It seems to me this story also speaks 
volumes to us as communities of faith. 
We seek to build large and mighty 
congregations and God chooses to 
use the small and weak. We meet in 
our presbyteries and vote to close 
down small congregations and God 
elects to use the small communities 
of faith as agents in doing His work 
in the community. We call small 
congregations “unviable” and God 
calls them “my people.” 

This biblical precedent of God using 
the embarrassingly small as his agents in 
the world is precisely why a handful of 
God’s people meeting in the bush out at 
Canim Lake are extremely significant. 
And what has proven to be the case is that 
when a handful of faithful people begin 
to perceive that it’s out of their smallness 
and even their weakness that God will 
use them to perform His purposes in 
their community, that together with 
the likes of Moses trembling at the 
burning bush and Joshua anxiously 
pacing the desert at Jericho, we discover 
we are standing on holy ground. In my 
mind, there is no better place to be as a 
community of faith. 

It seems to me, as individual Christians 
and as a denomination, we have a lot to 
learn about the working of God. For the 
main part, we are a denomination of 
small congregations and yet we haven't 
learned the gift and the grace in being 
small. We haven’t learned how to stand 
on the holy ground created when a 
small group of believing people offer 
themselves in Gideon or Moses or Joshua 
or Jesus-like fashion for God to use. A 
local presbytery not long ago voted to 
close down a congregation because there 
were only 12 faithful people regularly 
participating. I expect they decided the 
work was no longer viable. Go figure: 
Jesus used 12 of the same kind of people 
to change the world. m 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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Standing on 


Holy Ground 


LIKE GIDEON'S ARMY, WE CAN BE SMALL BUT MIGHTY. 


BY DAVID WEBBER ILLUSTRATION 


in a house church once 
challenged me: “I have always wondered why you keep 
driving all the way out here every week for house church. 
We are such a small group and it takes you over three hours 
driving time to do it. Are you sure it is worth your while for 
such a small group?” 

I am not sure if it’s worth my while, but I am absolutely 
sure it is worth God’s while. The story of Gideon tells me so. 
(Judges 7:1-22) 


5 0 May 2012 Presbyterian Record 


Gideon is given the task of driving the Midianite invasion 
out of Israel in the period of the Judges. The Hebrew scripture 
is graphic in describing how huge a task it was. The Midianites 
had invaded the land of the 12 tribes of Israel with their whole 
nation; a whole people numbering more than the sands of 
the seashore were gobbling up the land like locusts. Their 
army alone numbered 135,000 sword-bearing soldiers. They 
were encamped in the valley below the hill of Moreh. 

Gideon looks down on the valley with its swarm of 


continued on page 49 . 
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Longing For Faith 


REIGNITING SPIRITUALITY IN THE WEST. BY CLARENCE MCMULLEN 


uring my 30 years 

as a missionary for 

the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada working in India, 
I met people of diverse religious and 
ideological persuasions. In remote 
Punjabi villages | met old Christians, 
many from untouchable castes or 
Dalits, who converted during the 
early decades of the last century. No 
one in their families could read or 
write; but they had Bibles. After a 
bath in a nearby pond they would 
sit around The Book and pray. They 
would touch the Bible and then put 
their hand on their forehead. They 
had nothing, just a one room shack, 
hardly any food. They were despised 
by the ‘higher’ castes. They had only 
one thing and that was their faith. I 
am almost 77 years old now and still 
long for that faith. It is the children 
and grandchildren of these people 
and people like them that Rev. Pe- 
ter Bush writes about in his article, 
Missionary Rebound. 

(And, I “suppose, .also of; me, 
since I am descended from those old 
villagers; as is the Record’s managing 
editor Andrew Faiz. We are, in our 
way, rebounding missionaries.) 

In one of the Upanishads the pupil 
asks the teacher what he should learn. 
The teacher replies, “Know That, 
by knowing which everything else 
becomes known.” 

Faith is not a matter of dogma, 
doctrine and reason. It is based on 
experience—the experience which 
touches the roots of our being and 
transforms us. Throughout India, 
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In order to be relevant 


and alive a religion must 

meet the needs of people. 
In our modern society 
people’s spiritual quests 
and needs are different 

from the olden days. 

They are not interested 
in sermons and lectures 


those old people I encountered came 
to Christianity because of illiterate 
men pulling rickshaws or on rickety 
bicycles. That is the power of the gifts 
given us through faith. 

We create dogmas and doctrines to 
communicate this experience and give 
it shape. We create them. But faith 
is the gift of God to all human be- 
ings—not just Presbyterians. Sermons, 


theology, Latin and Greek feed our 
mind; spiritual experience feeds our 
soul. Once we have that, the dogmas, 
doctrines, in fact everything else dis- 
solves. The presence of Christ illumi- 
nates our whole being. 

In May, Rev. Daniel Scott wrote 
about the changing dynamics of 
international ministries. His article 
was, to my mind, a_ wholesale 
reconsideration of the church in the 
Western world. The message of Christ is 
spreading throughout the developing 
world, in spite of suppression and 
persecution. Theology and sermons 
are for those already converted; not 
for those who are looking for answers 
to their spiritual needs. The basis of 
the church is spiritual. 

The church in the West needs to 
reacquaint itself with this spirituality. 
That, to my mind, is what Peter Bush 
is talking about in his article; about a 
radical infusion of spirituality into our 
church. This can only be good news. 

In order to be relevant and alive 
a religion must meet the needs of 
people. In our modern society people’s 
spiritual quests and needs are different 
from the olden days. They are not 
interested in sermons and lectures. 
They are looking for something 
tangible, something that can fill the 
void they find in their lives and mend 
their broken self. Something they can 
touch; something that can bless them. 
Jesus’ experience and innovations in 
worship can certainly achieve this. 


Clarence McMullen lives in 
Thornhill, Ont. 
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Informed to This World 
Re Sanctuary Off Limits, January 

The article did its best to explain 
why the Ottawa presbytery felt obliged 
to lock the doors of 83-year old St. Giles 
o “‘discipline’ the warring congrega- 
tion.” It noted how the “secular press 
jumped on the unique measure.” The 
Ottawa Citizen article to which Amy 
MacLachlan refers did portray the 
dispute with a certain amount of gusto 
dealing with things such as the actions 
of the interim moderator, the barring 
of a particular Bible study on church 
property and the congregation being 
required to worship in the basement. 
Presbyterians emerged looking a bit odd. 

The reaction of Citizen readers was 
equally vibrant with letters to the 
editor predicting the end of faith-based 
institutions and online comments 
such as, “a very unchristian demon- 
stration of ego,” “the church acting 
in a petty and heavy-handed manner” 
and two Ottawa students writing “this 
is why I am not a Christian.” 

While St. Paul tells us in Romans 
“not to be conformed to this world,” 
we cannot ignore it and should be 


Letters 


write to us 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. EMAIL US 
YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS ISSUE TO: 
LETTERS@PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


conscious of what the so-called secular 
world thinks of us as Christians. While 
disputes within the church are as old 
as his epistles, St. Paul did instruct us 
in the ministry of reconciliation (2 
Corinthians 5:16-21) where we are to 
be the “ambassadors for Christ.” One 
can hope that in the months that 
have passed since St. Giles closed its 
front doors both the presbytery and 
the congregation have had time to 
consider whether they have adopted 
the right course. They might well 
consider borrowing something that 
the secular world for decades has 
found effective for disputes between 
everything from married couples to 
nation states—an outside mediator to 
help find a solution. 

ROBERT HAGE, OTTAWA 


The Cost of War 

Iunderstand Canadian students were in 
Europe commemorating Canada’s war 
dead, including a massive ceremony on 
April 8 at Vimy Ridge. I would like to 
remind the students that Pierre Berton, 
a Canadian soldier, an officer, and also 
a renowned author, describes the > 
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battle of Vimy Ridge in gruesome 
detail in his book, Vimy. In conclusion 
he asks, “Was it worth it?” The battle 
had cost thousands of limbs, eyes and 
lives on both sides. Even relatives had 
been pitted against each other in this 
terrible slaughter. Long after the war, 
as an old German soldier and the son 
of a Canadian soldier talk about this, 
they agree that the war had been “a 
terrible waste of human life brought on 
by greedy people and tolerated for too 
long by silent majorities.” 

To the question, “Was it worth it?” 
the answer is very clear: “No.” This is 
a bitter lesson we should never forget. 

STAN PENNER, LANDMARK, MAN. 


A Joke in Poor Taste 
Re Kitsch Christmas, December 

Direction is given to a website 
where Jesus underwear can be ordered. 
Was this offered as a joke? If so it was 
a joke in very poor taste especially in 
a national church magazine. For those 
who looked up the site provided (it is 
a real online ordering site), what you 
discovered was an offer of “thongs” 
with pictures of Jesus on them and 
the inscription “Knees together for 
Jesus.” I won’t quote what was offered 
on the other thongs because it goes 
from bad to worse to vulgar! Why was 
this allowed in the Record? 

JOHN FRASER, BERMUDA 
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rian Record? — 


Editor replies: At first blush many of 
the items in The Other Six Days column 
seem in poor taste. But these are carefully 
chosen (and often hilarious) caution- 
ary tales. Where to begin with this one 
example? The image of Christ used on the 
underwear is an absurd though popular 
one dating back two centuries. It in itself 
is a mockery of Jesus, but we forget that 
since it has been used commonly over the 
years. In short, the whole thing is layered 
in absurdities. And would you believe the 
one sexually suggestive comment on the 
site is a variation of a virginity pledge 
movement that has become viral internet 
satire? Many silly things, often uninten- 
tionally, are done in the name of Jesus 
Christ daily. Some are funny, some are 
creepy and some are both. Don’t miss the 
boxer shorts with the PC(USA) logo. 


Notions of Faith 
Re Sola Fida, April 

Father Pope’s blog, which is quoted 
in Rev. Daniel Scott’s article, includes 
the concept of faithfulness into the 
meaning of faith. Unfortunately 
the meaning of faith to the average 
person is connected to mental assent 
to certain doctrines or interpretations. 
Both articles follow respective lines 
of theological correctness and claim 
accuracy and correct interpretation. 
Religious professionals nitpicking their 
way through the debris or baggage of 
a dispute of half a millennium ago do 
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little to inspire faithfulness to Jesus 
in the present. It seems to have been 
one of the main factors leading to our 
present diminished and often ideo- 
logical notions of faith. 

ANDREW MITCHELL, ONLINE COMMENT 


A Conversation in Heaven 
Re Tribute to John Moir, April 

John Moir was a great friend 
of my father, Rev. Dr. Mel Bailey. I 
spent some time visiting with him 
with my mom and dad. He was a 
very interesting man and loved 
history. That is why I found him 
interesting, as history is a big part 
of my life—having a father who 


Sola Fida, April 2012 


was a minister and historian. I was 
saddened to hear he passed but as 
Kim Arnold wrote to me today, “Mel 
Bailey, John Johnston and John 
Moir are having great ‘historical’ 
conversations in Heaven!” 
JANUARY BAILEY WILL, 
ONLINE COMMENT 
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Youth Ministry at 
Evangel Hall 


An important part of the ehm Youth 
Program is assisting students who are 
in danger of becoming homeless. 


Our Youth Coordinator, Erin Oke 
works in partnership with two Toronto 
high schools to assist students with 
their housing situation and needs, 
connecting them with appropriate, 
safe, and affordable housing. She 
also facilitates connections to shelters 
and youth-specific transitional 
housing like Covenant House, Eva's 
Phoenix or subsidized housing. 


Every year, dozens of students have 
been guided through the challenges 
of securing affordable housing. 
Some students even end up 
finding a safe place to live in the 
Evangel Hall Residence. 


Another important aspect of 
our Youth Ministry is connecting 
vulnerable students to social services 
and guiding them through a difficult 
and daunting process. Erin assists 
youth applying for Ontario Works, 
finding information about food 
banks, furniture banks, medical and 
dental clinics and other community 
supports. We also have the summer 
camps which help 
build self-esteem. 


Thanks to your support, the ehm 
Youth Ministry is available to students 
in our partner schools, young people 
who participate in our Youth Centre 
programming, as well as youth from 

the surrounding community. 
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Importing Confidence 


THE CHURCH NEEDS TO TAKE OFF ITS BLINDERS. 


morning newspaper 
announces Canada 
needs a million more 
immigrants. And then 
on the paper’s website, I see a video 
posted about Steinbach, Man., and 
I think: “They stole our lead story,” 
which is about how new immigrants in 
the prairies are changing our church. 

But, as I reflect on it I realize, no, 
there is a huge difference here. The 
church, particularly our church, is not 
as progressive—on a variety of issues— 
as society at large. If anything, we are 
far behind in our thinking; and, while 
it is true church used to lead society as 
an influence for good, for social justice, 
for moral consideration, it is equally 
true that in our time, society tends to 
lead church in the same things. (While 
mainline churches, including ours, love 
to praise themselves for their healing 
and reconciliation work, we were kicked 
by outside pressures until we made our 
apologies. Church response then on 
that issue, as it is now on other issues, 
was silence, then denial, then diversion, 
before finally responding to society’s 
moral call.) 

Our cover story this month introduces 
Presbyterians to a fascinating develop- 
ment in their own church which most 
don’t realize exists. But, let me pull back 
a little first: 

I spent a night at the CP hotel in 
Saskatoon a few years ago. In the 
hallways, from the women with carts 
and men with wrenches, I heard a wide 
variety of accents and languages. Given 
Saskatchewan’s recent successful efforts 
to woo immigrants this should not be 
surprising. Yet we don’t think of the 
prairies as the hotbed of multicultural- 
ism; the prairies are frozen in some cli- 
ché of rural Canada. All those service 
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workers in the hotel, in the restaurants 
nearby, in other corners of Saskatoon, 
are then hidden from our view and 
hence our thinking. Our romance of 
the prairies keeps us from seeing them. 


WE NEED AS AN 
INSTITUTION AND AS A 
CULTURE TO BE KICKED 
AGAIN AND AGAIN TILL 

WE SHED SOME ROUGH 
SKIN AND ARE ABLE TO 
BREATHE AGAIN 


One other word for that romance 
might be racism; other variations might 
include comfort zone, blind spot, and 
habit. To protect ourselves—you know, 
the classic church cycle of silence, deni- 
al, diversion—we hide behind statistics. 
For example, of Saskatoon’s near quarter 
million population, eight per cent are 
immigrants (as determined by Statistics 
Canada’s 2006 census); only one percent 
of the whole population are recent immi- 
grants. (These numbers are already six 
years old; I visited Saskatoon after 2006.) 

So, we feel justified in maintaining our 
romance of the prairies as free of multi- 
cultis. And yes that is a form of racism, 
one that is very popular in Canada, and 


BY ANDREW FAIZ 


deeply common in church. After all it 
was only recently, after 40 years of aggres- 
sive immigrations policies, that folks in 
the big cities realized the pigmented will 
soon outnumber the pigmentally-chal- 
lenged. While some of us swarthy souls 
have lived this reality for decades, most 
of the rest of the country didn’t notice us 
till we increased in numbers. 

And so it is in churches. We don’t 
have to change our culture and our 
habits because statistics tell us the 
times ain’t changed enough for us to 
care. But that’s a falsehood, as the lead 
story this month shows. 

Or to put it another way: Even at 
one per cent, that’s 2,300 people in 
Saskatoon, mostly under the age of 45, 
mostly better educated than the locals, 
unemployed or under employed more 
so than the locals. And most are from 
the developing world—some parts of 
which we know from other articles 
in this magazine (including one last 
month and on the cover this month) 
are sources of passionate Christianity. 

In other words, we too need a million 
immigrants—to revive us, to replace 
our smug and condescending habits 
with some Jesus passion. We need as an 
institution and as a culture to be kicked 
again and again till we shed some rough 
skin and are able to breathe again. Till 
we can stop denying Christ and regain 
some of our confidence. 

As a veteran immigrant let me tell 
you flatly: New immigrants need the 
stability of an established church. And 
we as the established church need to 
be reminded by society and its newest 
members what we actually profess and 
how it is we act on that. lm 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s 
managing editor. 
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‘Unfit Mother’ 
Speaks Up 
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CHURCH SHOULD BETTER UNDERSTAND THE PAIN OF ADOPTION, 


FORMER ARMAGH RESIDENT SAYS. BY CONNIE WARDLE 


UNWED MOTHERS WHO SURRENDERED 
their children for adoption should have 
their grief recognized by the church, a 
former resident of a Presbyterian-run 
maternity home has said. 

Karen Lynn was a 19-year-old univer- 
sity student when she became pregnant 
in 1963. In a situation she described 
as “typical,” her mother quietly made 
arrangements for her and her baby. 
Lynn was sent away to Armagh, a Pres- 
byterian-run home for unwed mothers 
in Clarkson, Ont. (now part of Missis- 
sauga) which she said was “physically a 
beautiful place.” Her mother and family 
doctor decided the child should be 
adopted by some of his married clients. 
And Lynn was told never to tell anyone 
that she had an illegitimate child. 

Today, Lynn is president of the 
Canadian Council of Natural Mothers, a 
support and advocacy group for women 
who have “surrendered” children for 
adoption. “We gave up,” she said. 
“Because it’s not that we wanted to do 
it—it’s just that there were no options.” 

Although Armagh’s policies allowed 
mothers to return with their babies, the 
vast majority of children went to the 
Children’s Aid Society to be adopted by 
married couples. According to a 1965 
General Assembly report, of 120 babies 
born to mothers admitted to Armagh the 
previous year, only 10 were kept. 

“The social workers were saying, my 
dear, you would be selfish if you kept 
your child,” Lynn said. “Your child 


could have a much better life, and 
you are an unfit mother. How could a 
16-year-old be a good mother? So that 
was the culture.” 

Lynn knew she was not in a position 
to keep her baby in 1963, but losing a 
child is “the most devastating thing that 
can happen to a woman,” she said. When 
a child dies, “there’s an outpouring of 
support from the community ... They 
take care of you. They take care of your 


‘We gave up. 
Because it’s not that 
we wanted to do it— 
it’s just that there 
were no options’ 


grief. But when you lose a child to adop- 
tion, you’re not even supposed to talk 
about it. The grief is never resolved. So 
you see, to me, the church should have 
figured that out. That’s what churches 
are supposed to do.” 

In response to a series of April 
National Post articles about coer- 
cive adoption practices in Canada, 
the Presbyterian Church agreed to 
compile a list of archival documents 
that relate to Armagh and programs 
for unwed mothers. 

“IT think revealing the truth of 
whatever we’ve got is what’s going to 
be important,” said Stephen Kendall, 


Karen Lynn 


principal clerk of the General Assembly. 
“Anyone is welcome to research [in the 
archives]. They’re not closed documents. 
We're doing our own due diligence to 
find for ourselves what we have.” 

Armagh was the only maternity 
home run exclusively by the PCC after 
the United Church was formed in 
1925. It opened in 1955 and effectively 
replaced the Presbyterian Home for 
Girls, a property in the Yorkville area of 
Toronto, which closed two years earlier. 
With an extension completed in 1957, 
the house could house up to 22 women. 

The role of Armagh has changed 
over the years, Kendall noted. “Early 
on it was a place of refuge for young 
mothers; and I know the church wanted 
to be involved in providing a place of 
refuge where there was need.” 

In the 1950s and 60s, the maternity 
home often kept a waiting list. By the 
1970s, fewer and fewer unwed mothers 
were sent to maternity homes. The 
house was renovated in 1980 to accom- 
modate a program for young women 
with “emotional-behavoural problems.” 

Today Armagh provides second-stage 
housing for women and children fleeing 
abusive relationships and is governed by 
an independent board. m 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s senior 
staff writer. 
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Record Garners Church Press Awards 


The Presbyterian Record took home 16 awards from the 
Canadian Church Press and Associated Church Press 
conventions in May, including the A.C. Forrest Memorial 
Award for excellence in religious journalism. 

Named in honour of a former editor of the United 
Church Observer, the annual award recognizes high qua- 
lity, socially conscious writing and comes with a $1,000 
cash prize. Staff writer Connie Wardle took the award 
this year for her April 2011 cover story about South 
Sudanese refugees living in Calgary. The judges called it 
“a powerful story very well told.” The piece also won first 
place in the in-depth treatment category. 

Art director Caroline Bishop won three first place 
awards for her designs: the November 2011 issue won 
best cover, the September 2011 cover story topped the 
best layout and design category, and Violet Lemay’s 
illustration for the January 2011 issue won best original 
artwork. 

Wardle took second place with her November 2011 
interview with Stuart Clark, senior policy analyst with the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Rev. Daniel Cho came in 
second in the opinion category for his article, Is Multicul- 
turalism Bad for the Church? And Joyce Engel took third 
in the theological reflection category for her May 2011 
article about motherhood. 

The Record placed third among the top denominational 
magazines in Canada. 


Best cover, best original 
illustration and best layout 
and design winners. 


the May 2011 issue, 
to Laurence DeWolfe 


Record readers also won two awards for their letters for his biblical inter- 
| to the editor: the CCP ranked them third and the ACP gave pretation in the June 
| them first place. 2011 Progressive Lec- 


tionary column, and 
to Caroline Bishop 
for her design of the 
October 2011 cover 
story. a —Record staff 


Other awards from the ACP were: awards of merit for in- 
depth coverage of the East Africa famine in the November 
2011 issue and for the Theology 101 department. Honou- 
| rable mentions went to Nancy Calvert-Koyzis for her the- 
ological or scholarly article about women theologians in 


Presbytery Urges Government 


to Change Policy on Torture 
THE PRESBYTERY OF KAMLOOPS has is- 
sued a letter to Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper challenging “the recent federal 
government’s decision to allow the use 
of information received by and through 
the use of torture.” 

Signed by the clerk of presbytery, 
Rev. Herb Hilder, the letter represents a 
voice of public dissent since the federal 
government seemingly reversed their 
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policy on information gathering. 

A 2010 directive recently obtained 
by the Canadian Press states in “excep- 
tional circumstances” the Canadian Se- 
curity Intelligence Service may use in- 
formation gained by means of torture. 

Critics have pointed out that this 
directive is in conflict with a 2009 
ministerial order that states intelli- 
gence officials must not knowingly use 
such information. 

The Kamloops presbytery echoes 


these criticisms, while aligning itself 
with Amnesty International: “As a 
presbytery, we are in full agreement 
with the statement of Amnesty In- 
ternational Canada that information 
obtained under torture ‘has no place 
in the justice system, full stop.’ It fur- 
ther agrees with Mr. Alex Neve, Secre- 
tary General of Amnesty International 
Canada, who said that there should 
be no exception to the use of torture.” 
mw —Seth Veenstra 


PHOTO BY JUN YONG SUH 


New Brunswick Educator 
Honoured 

IN JUNE, THE MIRAMICHI Literacy Coun- 
cil will host the third annual Dorothy 
Creighton Writing Award for adult stu- 
dents, honouring the living legacy of 
Creighton. 

Creighton has served nationally 
and locally for more than 30 years as 
a literacy advocate and educator. As a 
“writer-trainer” for Laubach Literacy of 
Canada, Creighton traveled through- 
out the country teaching volunteers to 
write easy to read materials for literacy 
students. Back home, she continued to 
work with the literacy council. 

“She is a deeply committed person,” 
said Rev. Wallace Whyte, who first met 
Creighton at Calvin, Miramichi, where 
she is a member. “She’s very community 
minded and also very ecumenical.” 

Creighton’s community involve- 
ment also includes the local Teddies 
for Tragedies group. Locally knitted 
and crocheted teddy bears are collected 
and distributed globally to communi- 
ties experiencing severe trauma. Though 
teddies are sent primarily to children 
overseas, the group also supplies local 
ambulance, fire departments, and nurs- 
ing homes with a steady supply. # —SV 


Ten Years of Lay Education 

IN TAEK CHANG AND DAVID PHILLIPS 
were both recognized for their various 
contributions to the church and their 
support of lay education at a Knox Col- 
lege event in May. 

The Ewart Centre for Lay Education 
at Knox has offered adult education 
courses since the fall of 2001. A first 
level certificate gives the participant a 
basic understanding of the Bible, his- 
tory, lay ministry and theology. A Ko- 
rean only program, which later evolved 
into the Korean Bible Academy at Knox 
College, began January 2002. Courses 
are now also offered online. The pro- 
gram has graduated nearly 300 people 
since its inception. 

Chang was amongst the first 
graduates of the program in 2005S. He 
has continued to take all the courses 
offered through the academy. His 


Community news 


Dr. Nam Soon Song, director of the Ewart Centre for Lay Education and director of the Asian- 
Canadian Centre for Theology and Ministry presents a lay ministry award to In Taek Chang. 


enthusiasm for further biblical and 
theological study has led him to write 
in several Korean language publica- 
tions, which led to a blog on what he 
has learned. He has also been an active 
fundraiser for the program. 

David Phillips currently serves the 
Presbyterian Church as healing and 
reconciliation program animator for 
Justice Ministries, a director on the 
McLean Estate Board, an elder and clerk 
of session at St. Andrew’s-Chalmers, 
Uxbridge, Ont., and was in the first lay 
education graduating class. 

He said he hopes “that the church 
and community will benefit as 
laity and clergy minister together in 
Christ’s name.” 

Non-certificate short courses on a 
variety of different subjects have also 
been offered, including the spirituali- 
ty of money taught by the late Rev. Dr. 
Art Van Seters and Stephen Allen, and 
the spirituality of sexuality by Rev. Dr. 
Harris Athanasiadis and Rev. Dr. Pam 
McCarroll. Teachers for all courses 
range from Knox College and Toron- 
to School of Theology faculty, plus 
members of the Presbyterian Church. 
w —Andrew Faiz 


Former Principal Clerk 

Passes Away 

REV. DR. THOMAS GEMMELL, the church 

administrator with a pastor’s heart, 

passed away May 13, in Richmond, Ont. 
Gemmell spent many years » 


Visiting Victoria? 
Join us at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
downtown at Douglas and 
Broughton Streets 


Worship Sundays 10:30 a.m. 


Wheelchair accessible 
Free public parking on Sundays 
in parkade behind church 


250-384-5734 
www.standrewsvictoria.ca 


Minister — Rev. Dr. lan Victor 
Assistant Minister — Rev. Jenn Geddes 
Pastoral Visitor — Rev. Dr. Arthur Currie 


Invite those visiting your area this summer 

to worship at your church by placing an 

announcement in our Summer Directory 
in the July/August issue. 


& Email Carol: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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Still standing after almost a century, this log church will begin to be restored in June. 
Located near Grande Prairie, Alta., Glen Leslie Church is “a source of community pride,” 
said Wanda Zenner, president of the Glen Leslie Preservation Group (pictured right with 
fellow member Irene Gitzel). Constructed in 1915, the church also served as a school 
from 1918 to 1928. 


in administrative ministry. He served 
as principal clerk of the General As- 
sembly from 1992 to 1998. Earlier, he 
was general secretary of the Board of 
Ministry, a precursor to the Ministry 
and Church Vocations office. Between 
these roles, Gemmell spent 15 years in 
the church’s national offices. In 1996, 
his ministry of administration was 
highlighted when he was awarded an 
honourary doctorate of divinity by 
Knox College, Toronto. 

After retiring, he became involved 
in interim ministry, serving congrega- 
tions in the Ottawa area. 

“His ministry encompassed the 
administrative, congregational and 
theological,” said Terrie-Lee Hamilton, 
who served with him in the General 
Assembly office. 

Gemmell’s love of theological edu- 
cation was another theme in his life. 
Besides serving as director of field ed- 
ucation at the Presbyterian College, 
Montreal, Gemmell was also a secretary 
of the theological education commit- 
tee and taught polity classes at Knox 
and St. Andrew’s Hall at the Vancouver 
School of Theology. 
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“He was always seeking the best for 
people,” said Rev. Dr. Tony Plomp, a 
close friend who worked with him at 
the General Assembly office. “He was 
an extremely kind and pastoral man. 
And he had a wicked sense of humour.” 

In an official minute of appreciation 
from the 1998 General Assembly, Gem- 
mell’s “delightful sense of humour” 
and “generousity of spirit” were lauded 
alongside his professional accomplish- 
ments and significant contributions to 
the church. # —SV 


Mackay Granddaughters 

Pass Away 

ANNA MACKAY AND HER SISTER Isabel 
Mackay, grandchildren of prominent 
missionary Rev. Dr. George Leslie Mack- 
ay, passed away within three weeks of 
each other. Anna died on March 27 and 
Isabel followed her on April 15. 

Their grandfather was the first Pres- 
byterian missionary to Taiwan and the 
founder of many schools and clinics. 
Their parents were also missionaries and 
the family grew up in Tamsui, Taiwan. 

After coming to Toronto, Anna 
helped found a nursery at Knox, 


Spadina, Toronto, where she taught 
and cared for the children of the 
church for 18 years. She often played 
piano, sang in the choir and assisted in 
the library. She was 99. 

Isabel (95) dreamed of becoming a 
nurse from a young age, gaining her 
certification from Toronto General 
Hospital. From there she returned to 
Taiwan with the World Health Or- 
ganization for four years. In Toronto 
she worked for Sick Kids and Toronto 
General hospitals. Following her retire- 
ment, Isabel threw herself into church 
involvement, recording and circulating 
sermons for Knox, Spadina, missionar- 
ies and beyond. = —Miriam Smit 


‘A Ministry to Ministers’ 

THE LENTEN SEASON renewed a 64-year- 
old tradition in Montreal. Rev. Dr. Rod 
Berlis launched the Ten Ministers Fund 
in 1948 to serve, he wrote, “as a token 
that the people of the Church of St. An- 
drew and St. Paul are concerned for the 
welfare of our ministers who are work- 
ing steadfastly and sacrificially for the 
cause of Christ and his Church.” 

Envelopes in the pews during Lent 
invite generosity toward ministers, es- 
pecially those struggling to support 
their own families. Recipients are sug- 
gested by Rev. Stephen Kendall, prin- 
cipal clerk of the General Assembly 
office, and remain unknown to St. An- 
drew and St. Paul until the thank you 
letters arrive. 

Kendall was himself a recipient early 
in his career. “I can’t tell you what that 
meant to us. It was a breath of fresh air 
and a source of heartfelt genuine sup- 
port,” he said. 

About 640 ministers have been 
startled by this unexpected gift—usu- 
ally amounting to half a month’s in- 
come—arriving in the mail from some 


distant church. It is, one wrote, “a 
ministry to ministers.” 
“This gesture touches  people’s 


lives,” remarked St. Andrew and St. 
Paul’s current minister, Rev. Jeff Veen- 
stra. “It’s a reminder that we’re not 
all alone on our little islands, but that 
we’re all connected in Christ’s church.” 
w —Keith Randall 


World News 
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New Protestant 

Denomination in France 

THE REFORMED CHURCH of France (ERF) 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of France (EELF) merged to form the 
United Protestant Church of France at 
a meeting in May. 

“We expect the new church to have 
higher visibility in today’s society to 
give witness to the Good News,” said 
Pastor Joel Dautheville, EELF president. 

The reason for the merger is not for 
“economies of scale” but to ensure a 
“better witnessing of the gospel,” said 
Pastor Laurent Schlumberger, president 
of the ERF’s national council. He ac- 
knowledged that the road to the new 
church has been a long one, and not 
without bumps. 

The merger was first proposed in 
the 1960s, Schlumberger said, but fears 
by Lutherans that they might be ab- 
sorbed resulted in failed talks. A new 
proposal was re-launched in 2001, and 
the decision to merge taken in 2007, 
“almost unanimously,” he said, despite 
scattered individual resistance. 

Since 2007, the Reformed and 
Lutheran denominations have been 
working on revisions and recommen- 
dations to achieve a final text that 
will govern the United Protestant 
Church’s doctrine. Church leaders 
have stressed that the merger will not 
suffocate “the legitimate diversity” of 
their traditions. 

The new church unites some 
272,000 parishioners, of whom 250,000 
are from the Reformed Church, and it 
comprises 456 pastors and 960 active 
places of worship. It brings together two 
different histories and styles. s —ENI 


WCRC Prepares to 

Leave Geneva 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE World 
Communion of Reformed Churches’ 
(WCRC) meeting in the Berastagi, 


Indonesia on May 16 were told by 
their newly-selected general treasurer, 
Johann Weusmann, that WCRC’s 
financial difficulties are due primarily 
to the high exchange rate between the 
Swiss franc and the euro. 

WCRC'’s offices are located in Ge- 
neva, Switzerland and the majority of 
membership contributions that sup- 
port the organization’s operating ex- 
penses are made in euros. The other 
matter of concern, the German lawyer 
and church executive said, is the lack of 
payment of membership dues by some 
member churches and underpayment 
by others. 

In measures to address these issues, 
the executive committee agreed to es- 
tablish a task group to prepare for a 
move from Geneva to a less expensive 
city. Funds are being sought to cover 
the costs of preparing for relocation. 

WCRC’s member churches represent 
80 million Christians in 108 countries. 
m —ENI 


Ugandan Faith Leaders 

Urge Transparency 

IN UGANDA, FAITH LEADERS are joining 
citizens in demanding openness in the 
handling of recently discovered crude oil. 

The leaders, who are uniting under 
the Inter-religious Council of Uganda, 
warn that laws governing the sector 
are too weak to guarantee transparency 
and accountability. 

On May 9, Roman Catholic, Angli- 
can, Orthodox, the Adventist Uganda 
Union and the Uganda Muslim Su- 
preme groups presented a memoran- 
dum detailing their concerns to legisla- 
tors in Parliament. 

During the meeting, the council’s 
chair, Roman Catholic Archbishop 
John Baptist Odama, urged a range of 
measures to assure the citizens of open- 
ness including regular updates. He also 
called for clear guidelines for adequate 


compensation for those displaced dur- 
ing exploration and extraction of the 
oil. Companies exploring for the oil 
must also implement appropriate rem- 
edies for environmental pollution, ac- 
cording to Odama. 

The group also wants protection and 
adequate remuneration for workers em- 
ployed in the sector, when the country 
starts commercial extraction in 2017. 

The oil is potentially worth US$13 
billion according to the Ugandan gov- 
ernment. It was discovered in the Al- 
bertine basin along the border with the 
Democratic Republic of Congo in 2006. 
Two ministers are facing investigations 
for allegedly receiving bribes to fix li- 
censing deals. si —ENI 


Elders’ Institute 
St. Andrew’s. Hall 


eldersinstitute 


LEADING 
WITH CARE 


Online Course 

This new online course will be 
interactive, looking initially at the 
details of the Leading with Care 
policy. Near the end of the course, we 
will investigate ways to implement 
Leading with Care and also explore 
what is missing in the current policy. 


Join other ruling elders online 
October 1 — November 9, 2012. 


Instructor: Mr. David Phillips 
Registration Fee: $100 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
1-866-794-8888 


Toll-Free: 
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AND OTHER FOOLISHNESS. BY BRAD CHILDS 


VIDEO 

I'll probably feel bad about pointing people to this clip in 
the future; but hey that’s what forgiveness is for, right? 
Now I’m sure these are wonderful devoted Christian 
people. However | have to say this video is hilarious. The 
reasons: 1) | have rarely seen such a lack of enthusiasm 
for such a happy song 2) Everything else about it! 
Search YouTube.com for: 

Henrietta and Merna Can’t Sing 


COMEDIAN 

John Branyan is a comedian. He is a Christian and he 
focuses largely on family-oriented material. He’s been 
nationally recognized and even participated in Jay Leno’s 
National Comedy Competition. He’s booked for about 100 
shows this year but does take inquiries if your church 
happens to seat over 2,000 people (which is his minimum 
booking size). Good news though: It’s not 1955 so you can 
basically get his whole routine online. Check out his page if 
you have the seats or search “Smoking in Church” online. 
johnbranyan.com 


IDEA 

While living in Montreal | had this idea for a goofy website. | 
never set it up but the idea is simple. Montreal is filled with 
churches but most of them aren’t functioning as places of 
worship any longer. Most of them are apartment buildings 
or restaurants. The site was just going to be pictures of 
churches with a question beneath each one asking you to 
guess if the building was a church or not. At the end of the 
quiz the correct answers would be revealed and you'd get 
your score. So there you have it. If you want it the idea is 
yours. Now go get some photos, get some guests and get 
some advertisers to pay you for it. Have fun. 


JESUS? 
For those of you that don’t know: “hipster” is a subculture 
of 20- to 30-somethings that value talking about progressive 


14 June 2012 Presbyterian Record 


UPLOAD A NEW 
HIPSTER JESUS 


€2] PRAISE Jesus 


Subway Jesus or just some blind hipster posing for an ironic photo he'll never 
see? 


politics at independent coffee shops and drinking 
Hefferveisen beer to “be different.” If you’ve ever seen a 
32-year-old man wearing a teenage girl's pair of jeans, a 
vintage T-shirt and scarf on a hot day, and holding a French 
press ... you've seen one. From all this comes a wonderful 
little piece of foolishness that is Hipster or Jesus. What is 
it? It’s basically seven pages of long-haired vegans who look 
suspiciously like the western images of Jesus. It’s not exactly 
genius but ... it’s good for a coffee break some time if you're 
bored. 

hipsterorjesus.com 


MOVIE 

For the first time, | am going to recommend a movie that 

| have not seen. Bully has gained a lot of support online 
through a petition asking for its “R” rating to be lowered to 
“PG-13.” While I’m sure media geniuses like those behind 


the Weinstein Company (the movie’s producer) have had a lot 


to do with this, | have to say | don’t mind the manipulation in 
this case because | agree with them. Bully is a documentary 
that follows five families of bullied children for one year. 
Among others, the film follows the lives of two suicides and 
a girl who brought a gun on the bus for self-defense. m 
Search YouTube.com for: Bully Official Trailer #1 


Rev. Brad Childs is minister at First, Regina. 
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Letter from... nEws 


Moving Radically 


LOOKING BACK ON TEN YEARS OF EASTERN HANCA PRESBY TERY BY IN KEE KIM 


Members of St. Timothy’s, Toronto, prepare a meal at Evangel Hall Mission. 


t has been 10 years since 

the HanCa presbyteries were 

officially established. Their 

creation was a bold step taken 
by the Presbyterian Church, which 
had the courage to think out of the 
box and change its traditional under- 
standing of presbytery. The Church 
was ready to make changes even 
though the change meant letting go 
of the old ways of doing church. 

Ther Sdecision *tom*createvesthe 
HanCa _ presbyteries was _ received 
with differing views and opinions 
and some consider that this deci- 
sion still has the possibility of alien- 
ating Korean sisters and brothers in 
their own small ‘ghetto’ and cutting 
them off from the rest of the Church. 
This is one of the reasons why some 
members of the church were opposed 
to the creation of the HanCa pres- 


byteries. I believe their concerns are 
valid. But let me share my own obser- 
vations of the Korean churches in 


RHRACWA I yHeaAHaAc rrNtAndwaIt 
MWPCNHVTCTIC' yy 


WiLLOUYCLOCLILO VVILLIWVUL 


the PCC by comparing the life of the 
Korean churches before and after the 
HanCa presbyteries. 

I can only speak for the Eastern 
HanCa presbytery since I do not have 
enough knowledge about the life of 


the Western HanCa presbytery. These 
are some questions I would like to 
reflect on: What were the Korean 
sisters and brothers like before this 
change in our Church? Were they 
well-adjusted and integrated into this 
Church? Were they very active in the 
life of the presbyteries? How has the 
Korean women leadership changed in 
the Korean churches? 

Before the creation of the HanCa 
presbyteries, the Korean churches 
were scattered into different 
presbyteries without knowing what 
was going on in those presbyteries, 
without a strong sense of belonging 
to this denomination. Most of them 
neither attended presbytery meetings 
nor paid any attention to the life of 
the presbyteries, especially the elders. 
Not only did they not have interest 
in other non-Korean churches but > 
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The staff, 

faculty and 
governors of 

the Presbyterian 
College, Montreal, 
join the church, 
family and friends 
in congratulating 


the Class of 2012 
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they were also not connected with 
other Korean churches. Many of the 
second generation English-speaking 
Korean-Canadian Christians were 
not aware of the denomination they 
belonged to. Lack of connection 
with the local presbyteries and 
the strong tendency of Korean 
Christians to focus exclusively on 
their own local congregations kept 
the Korean-Canadian Christians 
within the boundary of each local 
congregation. 

Most Korean congregations did 
not know the Book of Forms very well 
and each congregation took care of 
matters according to the rules and 
regulations made by that congre- 
gation. These rules and regulations 
reflected the policies of the Presby- 
terian Church in Korea more than 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
When there were conflicts, local 
presbyteries came in and applied 
the rules of the Book of Forms, 
creating tremendous confusion in 
the Korean churches. The structures 
of the Presbyterian Church were 
not equipped to deal with Korean 
church matters effectively because 
of the lack of a legal body that 
had both binding authority and a 
good understanding of the Korean 
congregations. 

How about women in leader- 
ship? In the old way, there were no 
Korean women elders nor ordained 
women ministers working in Korean 
churches. The local presbyteries did 
not pay much attention to the need 
of the Korean women leaders in 
the Korean churches. They did not 
challenge nor encourage Korean 
churches to produce more women 
leadership in the Korean churches. 

So the Church took the bold step 
of moving in a radically different 
way. Today, the attendance of 
Korean ministers and elders in the 
presbytery is more than 80 per cent 
even though they have to travel 
much further. The Eastern HanCa 
presbytery has doubled its member- 
ship. Every church is aware of the 


Book of Forms and the presbytery 
regularly teaches new elders and 
ministers this polity. 

With the encouragement and 
advocacy of many members of 
the Eastern HanCa presbytery, 
five women elders were elected 
and several women ministers were 
ordained and inducted into Korean 
churches. Currently, the moderator 
of the Presbytery of Eastern HanCa 
is a woman minister. Women elders 
and ministers and also the English- 
speaking second generation minis- 
ters regularly attend presbytery 
meetings and actively participate in 
the life of the presbytery. 

HanCa _ presbyteries are still 
young and they have many obsta- 
cles to overcome and many lessons 
still to learn. However, within the 
last 10 years, there has been much 
change in the attitude of the Korean 
sisters and brothers towards this 
denomination. Even a past moder- 
ator of General Assembly came 
from this presbytery. We pray that 
the Korean churches may actively 
participate in every aspect of this 
church, doing mission beyond the 
ministry of their local congregation. 

Korean congregations are still a 
minority in this denomination but 
the church always needs to listen 
carefully to the voice of the minority 
regardless of what group the voice 
comes from (that is, whether race, 
ethnicity, gender, disabilities or 
sexual orientation). That is what 
our Lord Jesus did. Jesus paid atten- 
tion to the poor, the sick, the pros- 
titutes and those who were margin- 
alized in the society. The church 
should never stop listening to those 
voices. Let us continuously explore 
and dialogue together so that our 
church may take a bold step each 
time it is faced with a challenge, 
so that our ministry may be effec- 
tive and relevant in this rapidly 
changing world. = 


Rev. In Kee Kim is minister at St. 
Timothy’s, Toronto. 
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Letter from Taiwan 


Free and Fair? 


AN INTERNATIONAL OBSERVER REFLECTS ON JANUARY ELECTIONS IN TAIWAN. BY TED SIVERNS 


aiwan is a young democ- 

racy with its first direct 

presidential elections in 

1996. The two major polit- 
ical parties have different under- 
standings of Taiwan’s relationship 
to China. The Kuomintang (KMT) 
or Chinese Nationalist Party has 
among its roots the retreat from 
China and “invasion” of Taiwan 
after Chiang Kai-shek lost the civil 
war to the forces of Mao Zedong and 
the Communist Party. The younger 
Democratic Progressive Party, which 
came into existence as an opposi- 
tion to KMT, has roots in Taiwanese 
history, language and culture, and 
promotes independence. 

Chiang brought with him not 
only two million people and much 
of the heritage and gold of China but 
an authoritarian legacy that has been 
hard to leave behind. 

China calls Taiwan a rogue prov- 
ince and China’s economic and polit- 
ical power has led to a lack of support 
for Taiwan among the world commu- 
nity, including Canada. 

The Jan. 14 election did not 
include the threat of rockets from 
China but more subtle economic 
and political pressure that indicated 
China’s preference for the KMT; there 
were warnings that electing the oppo- 
sition would spell economic hard- 
ship for the Taiwanese. The United 
States in the last days of the election 
also spoke ‘unofficially’ in support of 
the KMT and President Ying-jeou Ma. 

I was among 21 observers from 
eight countries operating under 
the auspices of the International 
Committee for Fair Elections in 


a 
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Supporters of Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) presidential candidate Tsai Ing-wen cheer 
at the party’s election headquarters in Penchiao district, New Taipei City on January 14. 


Taiwan. The team’s six Canadians 
included academics, politicians and 
church leaders. 

As international observers of the 
elections, our task was to maintain 


strict impartiality as to the parties 
and people running for office and 
to carefully observe and comment 
on the freedom and fairness of the 
elections. To do this we visited > 


Protecting those who enrich the lives of others 


Owned by a charitable trust, Ecclesiastical is a unique specialist insurance 
company. Working closely with independent brokers across Canada, we 
provide customized insurance solutions to faith organizations, retirement 
communities, educational institutions, unique properties, registered 
charities and non-profit organizations, and select commercial enterprises. 


Ecclesiastical is deeply committed to protecting those who enrich the 
F lives of others and to supporting local and global initiatives that help 
' eradicate poverty and improve the lives of people in need. 


ECCLESIASTICAL 
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Are you interested in personal 
spiritual growth ? 


Do your commitments make it 
difficult to attend onsite 
- programs? 


Certificate in 
Spirituality 


Distance education (online) 
f courses include: 


On the Road to Emmaus: Spirituality 
in the Christian Tradition (fall) 


An Interfaith Journey: Exploring 
Prayer and Spirituality (winter) 


A Theology of the Heart: The life & 
writings of Henri Nouwen (spring) 


Spirituality of Family and 
Relationships (fall) 


Spirituality and Healing: Nourishing 
the Soul of the Caregiver(winter) 


Each 10-week, online course 
| is offered individually and as a 
module in the certificate. 


St. FRANCIS XAVIER 


UNIVERSITY 


Continuing & 
Distance Education 


877-867-5561 


spiritualitycertificate@ 
stfx.ca 


www-sites.stfx.ca/continuin 
geducation/ministry/ 
certificate 
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campaign offices in five cities, 
observed candidates “sweeping” 
for votes..on the street,-and 
along with tens of thousands of 
Taiwanese, we attended the final 
presidential rallies. We observed 
the voting and counting processes 
and were present at the Central 
Election Commission headquar- 
ters as the vote totals arrived 
electronically from around the 
country. 

We saw no_ obvious vote 
buying, although some instances 
have since been reported to the 
judiciary. Perhaps significant was 
the role of Taiwanese workers 
flown from (and possibly subsi- 
dized by) China. And, in the last 
days of the campaign, Taiwanese 
industrialists with plants in China 
urged support for the KMT. 

As in Canada there are several 
ways in which the incumbent 
party has more power than its 
opponents. In Taiwan the media 
was employed extensively as 
government departments stated 
what the government had accom- 
plished. And timing for the elec- 
tion was also in the hands of the 
government. Still, almost 80 per 
cent of the eligible population 
cast their votes. 


A voter casts her ballot at a polling station in New Taipei City. 


While charges of fraud and 
corruption are often made, the 
judiciary itself is not altogether 


trusted; it has been regularly 
accused of being biased and 
corrupt, even insular and 
inscrutable. 


It is clear that the majority of 
people in the south were disap- 
pointed in the election results 
while those in the north—or at 
least in the economic capital 
Taipei—were optimistic about the 
return of the KMT and President 
Ma to a second term. 

As I questioned people after 
the election they indicated that 
the risk of China ‘buying Taiwan’ 
was minimal. Besides, they could 
always vote out the government. I 
silently wondered if the people of 
Tibet, the Uyghurs of Xinjiang or 
even the people of Hong Kong or 
the ‘mainland’ think it would be 
that easy. 

Although there has been 
improvement in the Taiwan elec- 
tions processes it appeared to 
those of us who were international 


observers that the elections were - 


mostly free but not entirely fair. = 


Rev. Ted Sivern’s travelogue of 
Taiwan appeared in January 2010. 
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the Presbyterian Church in Canada and 

a reliable guide to understanding the 

Christian faith. For as many months as 

it takes, Theology 101 will examine this 

subordinate standard, chapter by chapter. 
You can download it for free at 

presbyterian.ca. We suggest you seek out 

and read the passage being discussed each 

month. 
Additional reading: Theology 101’s 

2010 series, Where in the World is God? 

It can be found at presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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Subversive Imagination 


WHAT DOES IT REALLY MEAN TO BELIEVE IN GOD? BY JOHN VISSERS 


LIVING FAITH, CHAPTER ONE 
“I believe in God, and God ts God.”—Steve Earle 

Living Faith begins with God. But what does it 
mean to believe in God? Presbyterians teach that faith 
is a gift of God. Faith is trust in Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. Faith is assent to the truth of the gospel. 


We acknowledge that faith includes doubt; faith seeks 
understanding. We know that faith in God often 
sustains us in the struggles of life (see Chapter Six). 
But we can say even more about what it means to 
believe in God, and Living Faith creates the space > 
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The ultimate goal of faith as an act of holy imagination, 
however, is not subversion. It is to bear witness to God's saving 
and healing purposes for creation, the theatre of God's glory 


for us to do so. The first chapter begins 
by inviting us into the world of God: 
“There is one true God whom to know 
is life eternal, whom to serve is joy and 
peace.” Living Faith asks us to imagine 
that reality might be more than what 
we experience daily in our world. 

We are invited to look beyond 
the empirical to discern deeper truths 
about the world and imagine that there 
is a God (1.1), that this God has come 
to us in Jesus Christ, and that this God 
continues to come to us by the Holy 
Spirit (1.2). Living Faith asks us to 
imagine that the Bible bears witness to 
who this God is and what this God has 
done (1.3). It asks us to imagine that 
the creeds of the church help us under- 
stand the testimony of Holy Scripture 
(1.4). It asks us to imagine that this 
God is one and yet eternally three, the 
triune God of grace (1.5). And it invites 
us into the divine mystery through 
worship of this God (1.6). 

In this sense, faith is an audacious 
act of the imagination in which we 
speak about God as if God really exists. 
Please do not misunderstand me. 
Imagination is not a fanciful denial of 
reality. It is a “mental faculty forming 
images or concepts of external objects 
not present to the senses” according to 
the Oxford Concise Dictionary. It enables 
us to see beyond what most of us can 
or will see. 

If faith involves my ability to think 
(reason) and choose (will) and love 
(affection), it surely also involves my 
imagination. This does not mean that I 
am free to make it up as I go along. We’re 
talking about a converted and sanctified 
imagination, justified by God’s grace, in 
the process of being made holy by God’s 
Spirit. A holy imagination is disciplined 
by the revelation of God in Jesus Christ, 
the texts of Holy Scripture, and the 
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tradition of the church. 

A holy imagination allows me to 
be daring when I explore my faith. It 
sets me free to face the challenges of 
the world in which I live. It helps me 
confront the realities of daily life—trou- 
bled relationships, illnesses, financial 
struggles, injustice and suffering, with 
another reality: I can imagine that God 
is in the midst of it all; and that God is 
still God. 


As an act of imagination, faith 
often sets itself against the modern 
western world. We have all been 
taught to think along the lines of 
Cartesian logic: “I think, therefore I 
am.” I begin by assuming that I pre- 
exist. I set myself up as an autonomous 
authority. Reality is what I can taste 
and touch and smell and see and hear. 
And to be honest, this makes sense 
according to my experience. 

But now I am being asked to 
imagine that God is before I am; that 
God precedes my thinking about God; 
that God’s life makes my life possible; 
and that reality cannot be reduced to 
what I can experience with my five 
senses. I am being asked to imagine that 
the real world is the world of God. 


That’s what makes this kind of 
imagination so subversive. It calls into 
question other claims to reality and 
authority. It challenges our penchant 
for idolatry. To quote singer-songwriter 
Steve Earle, “I believe in God, and God 
ain’t us.” That, in short, is really what 
the Reformed doctrine of God’s sover- 
eignty is all about. That’s what Presby- 
terians mean by the Lordship of Christ. 

Imaginative faith resists absolute 
claims made by pretenders. It unmasks 
the principalities. It speaks truth to 
power. It affirms another reality. There 
is a God in whom we find life and joy. 
I am not God. We are not God. The 
state is not God (see The Declaration of 
Faith Concerning Church and Nation). 
The capitalist economic system is not 
God. Middle-class consumerism is not 
God. The media are not God. Educa- 
tion is not God. Sexual identity is not 
God. Religion is not God. The church 
is not God. The family is not God. God 
is God. That’s what Living Faith affirms. 
Chapter One reorients our perspective 
and everything that follows should be 
read in its light. 

The ultimate goal of faith as an 
act of holy imagination, however, is 
not subversion. It is to bear witness to 
God’s saving and healing purposes for 
creation, the theatre of God’s glory. 
Faith imagines a day when all will do 
justice, and love kindness, and walk 
humbly with God (Micah 6:8). Chris- 
tian imagination sees the end of the 
story. It knows that God’s “power at 
work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can 
ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20). In- 
short, a living faith is an imaginative 
faith, thanks be to God. @ 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is principal of 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
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Dangerous Worship 


NO SANCTUARY IN THE PLACE OF WORSHIP. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


June 3—First Sunday after n Teaching a Stone to Talk, wearing crash helmets. Ushers should issue 
Pentecost / Trinity Sunday Annie Dillard asks, “Does _ life preservers and signal flares; they should 


Isaiah 6:1-8 anyone have the foggiest lash us to our pews. For the sleeping god 
idea what sort of power we so. may wake someday and take offense, or the 
blithely invoke?” She’s talking waking god may draw us out to where we 

about worship. She doesn’t find contem- can never return.” 
porary Christians “sufficiently sensible of Isaiah testified, “In the year that King 
conditions.” In worship “we should all be _Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting ona »> 
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We can find God in holy places. 
We may meet God in dream and imagination 


throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 
his robe filled the temple.” 

The sleeping God woke and took 
offense at the corruption of the house 
that was God’s home on earth. At the 
sins of the people who were supposed 
to be God’s precious possession on 
earth. The waking God drew Isaiah in, 
then sent him out with words of power. 

Isaiah of Jerusalem, son of Amoz, 
son of a priest. The temple was his 
home. But priesthood wasn’t his true 
vocation. God had something else in 
mind. God made Isaiah a_ prophet. 
Gave him a vision of God’s purpose 
for that stumpy hill the people called 
a mountain. 

No more rote ritual. No more 
corrupt senior priests. No more weak 
rulers. 

God gave Isaiah a good look deep 
into God’s great purpose. God gave 
Isaiah eyes to see the painful reality. A 
voice to speak the hard truth of the day. 
What a burden! To discover what God 
wants for the world. To know what God 
must do to make things right. 

Our reading is the story of Isaiah’s 
promotion. From apprentice prophet 
to full-grown, full-blown _ prophet. 
It’s also a sound-and-light show, with 
performing creatures unlike anything 
Cirque du Soleil could ever dream up, 


to introduce an oracle of judgment on 
Judah and Jerusalem. God’s judgment 
is at hand. 

We read out of Isaiah 6 a pattern 
of encounter with God. Not just for 
prophets. For anyone called into God's 
presence. Anyone who hears a word from 
God. Anyone who has work to do for God 
in this world. That’s you and me. 

When we come to worship we 
approach God tentatively. We hope to 
wake God gently. We come from days 
as busy as we let them be. We know 
God is with us in those days. We want 
to know God is really with us in the 
place we call sanctuary. 

Do we realize how dangerous it is 
to call on God’s presence? There’s no 
sanctuary. We want to worship a safe 
and predictable God. If we dare to creep 
into the temple behind Isaiah we'll 
find a God beyond any prediction or 
control. We’ll find a God far too big to 
fit in our little temples. Too big for our 
desires and expectations. 

We can find God in holy places. We 
may meet God in dream and imagi- 
nation. We can reach God in prayer. 
Even describe God in doctrines like the 
Trinity. God is still far beyond any of 
the things we depend on to manage our 
uneasy relationship with God. 

There’s a problem with temples, 


" 
UO S Heo 


| NOVEMBER 21 - DECEMBER 3, 2012 


and all places we call sanctuary. Our 
safe holy places can lead us to believe 
the God we meet inside for an hour, 
or a few minutes at a time, is all of 
God there is. 

Isaiah’s temple was just big enough 
to hold God’s coattails. As if God had 
already stood up to walk away. But 
God didn’t leave. God didn’t demand 
destruction of the temple because it 
had ceased to be what God wanted it 
to be. God called for correction, for 
renewal. For worship that would truly 
be the work of all the people. Time for 
people to gather at the grave risk of 
encounter with God. @ 


Rey. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches at the 
Atlantic School of Theology. 


Are you (or somebody you know) attending 


Mount Allison Unwersity 
this Fall? 


St. Andrew's, Sackville 


invites you to make our church family 
part of your ‘home’ away from home. 


Join us for worship & more 


Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. 


Ei JOIN REV. ISSA AND ELEANORE SALIBA 

© Folks from St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Whitby, 
Ontario on a memorable, balanced in-depth journey to 

© Jordan and Israel. Visit Petra, Mount Nebo, Bethany beyond 
the Jordan, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Capernaum, 
i Tiberius, Lake of Galilee, Dead Sea and much more 


We would love to connect with you! 


WWW. SAPTES. CA 
36 Bridge Street, Sackville, NB 
506-536-1952 
sapres@bellalrant. net 
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_ EMAIL epgillies@rogers.com 
| Organized by Christian Journeys T.!.CO #4344123 
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A Persistent 
Little lap 


A RECENT GRAD SHARES HIS TORTUOUS ROAD TO MINISTRY. 
BY JOEL COPPIETERS 


have graduated this year from Presbyterian College, 
Montreal—ready to be a Presbyterian minister. 
Convocation in May was the culmination of a long 
and arduous road, which for me began with a crisis of 

faith and a difficult period in my marriage. 
My wife and I remain grateful for the strong personal 
commitments to Christ and to the scriptures we carried 


with us from the denomination in which we both grew 
up and where we still have many friends. But there were 
a few theological pieces I just couldn’t get to fit anymore. 
I had increasing difficulty reconciling the lens with which 
scripture was read with the world in which I strove to 
minister. The approach to church and ministry offered 
some freedom of action that has done much good in »> 
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the history of the movement, but it 
made my parents’ 35 years of church 
participation brutal and eventually 
complicated their lonely battle with 
the cancer that took Dad’s life. 

As I tried to plow through in 
spite of my private questions, the 
tough treatment I weathered in 
my own ministry—exacerbated by 
overcommitment and my failure to 
find a proper support base—finally 
hit home. As I spiralled out, with 
concerned colleagues and _ friends 
watching helpless from the sidelines, 
the final step to atheism was less of a 
precise intellectual calculation than an 
emotional preference for the safety of a 
God who didn’t exist over one who did 
but seemed to dislike me so strongly. 

While I couldn’t pray to a God 
I saw as the enemy, if He existed at 
all, ironically I continued to read 
scripture more voraciously than ever. 
I was drawn to the gospels, probably 
because I missed Jesus so deeply. I also 
knew my own wicked heart enough to 
realize that without redemption I was 
a hopeless case. Several Presbyterians 
I met—including a few who would 
later become mentors—were handling 
scriptures with a great deal of respect, 
but with their questioning minds fully 
engaged. They connected the gospel 
with a care for the whole person 
rather than just erring souls. Helping 
the needy and the weary was finally 
a central component of the gospel 
proclamation rather than a sometimes 
necessary interruption. 

As the darkness of depression slowly 
lifted through the support of friends, 
counselling and the patience of a wife 
more understanding than I deserve, 
God led me through reconciliation a 
step at a time, teaching me to extend 
to others the forgiveness I realized I so 
deeply needed. In the healing process, 
I was glad we had found a church—St. 
Andrew and St. Paul, Montreal—where 
I could quietly worship unnoticed at 
a safe distance from the pulpit I had 
left for secular employment after my 
difficult years in ministry; but as the 
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pieces came back together in the safety 
of a lively local congregation, there 
was a persistent little tap on my left 
shoulder that kept suggesting God 
wasn’t done with me yet. 

I gave in to a few theology courses 
at McGill University. Nothing about 
ordained ministry you understand; 
that wasn’t for me anymore. From the 


As the darkness of 
depression slowly 
lifted through the 
support of friends, 
counselling and the 
patience of a wife 
more understanding 
than I deserve, God 
led me through 
reconciliation a step at 
a time, teaching me 
to extend to others 
the forgiveness | 
realized I so 
deeply needed 


safety of a secular business I would 
simply be an engaged member of the 
congregation. 

But there it was again, that 
annoying tap on the shoulder. I tried to 
silence it with a few more courses and 
the occasional Christian article mixed 
in to my secular writing. But pulpit 
supply? No ... I probably shouldn’t ... 
heh, this worked okay. Let’s try that 
again. And then to my amazement, the 
session affirmed my sense of call and 
encouraged me to take the next steps. 

It’s hard to explain the solace I 
found in congregations like Ormstown, 


Que., that were willing to trust a 
second career minister—an unknown 
quantity—in their pulpit. Finding 
increasing opportunities for ministry 
as we dared to connect with people at 
our own points of vulnerability, God 
was Clearly blessing and leading. 

I made it through New Testament 
Greek by sheer force of will. Growing 
impatient with the part-time thing, I 
quickened the pace in my courses at 
McGill. The link between the material 
I studied and the people I wanted to 
help gradually became clearer. And 
when the academia felt a little sterile, 
lively discussions with co-suffering 
students and faculty kept me going. 
The dreaded guidance conference 
created some friendships, helped 
to crystallize my sense of call and 
confirmed that I could actually pass 
for a Presbyterian. 

The next few years were a blur, 
but a brightly coloured blur. Hues 
of unexpected financial support 
from faraway congregations. Bright 
glimpses of affirmation from serving 
on committees. Treasured days of 
respite along the way in the company 
of a wife and little ones, who have 
already done more than their share 
of doing without me. Then the gift 
of a placement at St. Andrew’s in 
St. Lambert, Que., which so quickly 
became home to our little clan, which 
regularly includes a few kids and 
grandchildren. 

On May 10, I felt a little selfish 
walking up those steps alone to be 
ceremonially hooded and certified; 
there are just far too many people in 
my back-up team who should have 
been acknowledged. As I figure out 
how to appropriately recognize the 
individuals and congregations who’ve 
lined the way, encouraging me along, I 
can’t help but wonder who is cheering 
on those other future candidates for 
ministry in your circle of influence. It 
takes so much more than a village to 
prepare somebody for ministry. @ 


Joel Coppieters lives in Montreal. 
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Interim Ministry 


CHALLENGE AND JOY. BY FRANK BREISCH 


nterim ministry is relatively new in the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. It is intentionally short-term, with 
a maximum of two years. It usually occurs either when 
a pastoral relationship has ended because of problems 
in the congregation or when a minister who has served a 
charge for a long time moves on, retires or dies. In those 


situations, the church is in a time of transition; and interim 
ministers help congregations deal with these changes. 

The Exodus story can be used to explain transitions. 
A transition involves an ending, a wilderness period and a 
beginning. In the Exodus story, Israel ended their time in 
Egypt by crossing the Red Sea. They spent 40 years in the > 
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In addition to leading the congregation through those tasks, 
the interim minister must provide a model for 
handling difficult situations 


wilderness being changed from a group 
of runaway slaves into God’s covenant 
nation. They began their new life when 
they entered the land of Canaan. 

A church in_ transition must 
consciously close the previous chapter 
in its life. It must engage in a process 
of self-examination and change—the 
wilderness period—so that it is ready to 
call a new minister. 

When the new minister is called and 
inducted, the new beginning starts. To 
attempt to begin anew before the old has 
truly been ended and the wilderness has 
been experienced can lead to tragedy. 
Ending and wilderness are essential 
preparations for a good new beginning. 
Leading a congregation through the 
ending and the wilderness is the task of 
an interim minister, a task that is both a 
challenge and a joy. 


TRB CHARRENGE 
It is always a challenge for a minister 
to enter a new congregation. But 
an interim minister faces the 
extra challenge of coming into a 
congregation that is under great stress 
and reducing their anxiety, coming 
to a congregation that feels adrift 
and providing stability, coming to a 
congregation that needs a new sense 
of mission and helping them to find it. 
A congregation in transition has 
some specific tasks it should face. It 
needs to be reminded of what it is. 
Many congregations give little thought 
to their histories, but those histories 
can affect them greatly. Two of the 
congregations I served as interim minister 
were started in 1925 by people whose 
former congregations had voted to join 
the United Church; the third was an 
extension congregation about 25 years 
old. Their histories were very different, 
but in each case the history had a strong 
impact on the congregation’s personality. 
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understand its setting. A congregation 
that is not part of its neighbourhood 
will eventually face survival problems. 
But neighbourhoods change and so do 
congregations; an up-to-date analysis 
of how a congregation can serve its 
neighbourhood is important. 

Congregations in transition often 
feel alone, unsupported by the rest of 
the denomination. One of the jobs of 
an interim minister is to re-establish or 
strengthen denominational ties. 

The congregation needs to know 
where it is going. What is its vision? 
If it has a vision statement, is that 
statement appropriate today? A 
congregation without a clear vision 
really has no idea of what kind of 
minister it should call. 

In addition to leading the 
congregation through those _ tasks, 
the interim minister must provide a 
model for handling difficult situations. 
By remaining calm when _ problems 
arise, the leader reduces anxiety; by 
communicating his or her intentions 


fully and clearly to the whole 
congregation, the leader reduces gossip; 
by encouraging people to voice their 
dissenting opinions openly and by not 
rejecting those who disagree, the leader 
discourages cliques. In my judgement, 
modelling acceptance of others while 
maintaining one’s own position is a 
major part of an interim minister’s 
job. An interim minister needs to 
demonstrate Christ-like love combined 
with commitment to Christ-like service. 


ce ICY 


Why would anyone want to take on a 
job like that? Because there is a lot of 
joy connected with it—joy that makes 
all the difficulties worthwhile. An 
interim minister is highly appreciated, 
for people in transition situations 
generally feel desperate and they are 
deeply grateful to the one who comes 
to help. 

An interim minister comes into a 
situation where leadership is needed 
and is able to take leadership quickly 
and easily. An interim minister can 
bring about needed change more 
quickly than is usually possible, 
because everyone realizes that his 
or her time is limited. And she or he 
doesn’t have to worry about whether 
people will still like them in five years. 
Consequently interim ministry is 
deeply satisfying. 

The time of transition can be a 
positive time for a congregation. 
Especially in difficult situations, an 
interim minister can help the process 
greatly. I’m glad we’ve begun interim 
ministry in the Presbyterian Church; I 
hope that there will be more ministers 
who see it as God’s call. @ 


A retired minister, Rev. Frank Breisch 
works as housing chaplain for Bethany 
Care Society in Calgary. 
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HE SAHEL REGION OF AFRICA HAS BEEN HIT HARD BY RECURRING 
drought, erratic rains, failed harvests and ongoing political instability. Over 
14 million people are now suffering the devastating effects of a deepening 
food crisis. 

Anestimated 1.5 million children are faced with acute malnutrition and are at risk of star- 
vation. Many of the people affected by the crisis in the impoverished region have already 
sold off their reserves to survive. They are now desperate for food and resources. 

The Sahel region forms a belt that stretches across sub-Sahara Africa from the Atlantic 
Ocean to the Red Sea. It marks a transition zone between the Sahara Desert in the north and 
the savannahs to the south, and covers an area over 3 million square kilometres. Now that 
extensive drought in the area has led to widespread food shortages, food prices have spiked. 

Harvests were particularly poor in Niger, where the government reported a food deficit 
of 629,501 tonnes. With 82% of the population surviving as small-scale farmers, depend- 
ant on their crops for all their food and nutrition, many farmers failed to produce enough 
food to feed their families. An estimated 6 million people are now at risk of severe hunger 
in Niger alone. Other countries in the area are also projecting significant decreases in ag- 
ricultural production. 

With political volatility in the Sahel region, international donors have been reluctant 
to contribute funds. On April 10, three senior United Nations officials warned that the 
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With many regions of the Sahel chronically 
food insecure, food production for survival 

is a growing concern. Food distributions and 
work to restore livelihoods will ensure people 
have food for today and in the future. 


coalition of 15 church-based agencies working 

together to end global hunger. To date, $5.5 mil- 
lion has been committed to countries in the Sa- 
hel, reaching 248,000 people. While additional 
projects are in the planning stages, the initial 
response focuses on alleviating hunger, improv- 
ing nutrition, restoring livelihoods and creating 
food security. Vulnerable households are now be- 
ing provided with food distributions, emergency 
» seed packages, tree saplings and training. Food- 
for-work programs are enabling affected families to 
contribute to the long-term development and food 
security of the region. 

For PWS&D and Canadian Foodgrains Bank, who 
continue to respond to the crisis in East Africa, the 
looming crisis in Sahel is an opportunity to be proac- 
tive in meeting food needs in those countries. 

“There was a general sense among the humani- 
tarian community that we could have responded 

more quickly in East Africa,” says Grant Hillier, 
who directs International Programs at Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank. “We are working with our mem- 
bers and partners to see how we can best respond in 
West Africa with timely and effective programs.” 


Sahel region risks being plunged into a dramatic humanitarian 
crisis unless aid for those affected by drought, conflict and pov- 
erty is scaled up soon. 

“We badly need to put this crisis on the map because its hu- 


Your financial support can help bring relief to people suffer- 
ing in the Sahel. You can make a donation to PWS&D through 
your church, mail a cheque to the office, donate online or call 
1-800-619-7301 ext. 291. Please mark all donations as “Sahel 


manitarian dimension is becoming extremely, extremely dra- _ Africa Relief.” 
matic,” said the UN’s High Commissioner for Refugees, Antonio 
Guterres. 

“Someday there will be no excuse for looking back and saying 
why didn’t we do more quickly,” said Anthony Lake, Executive 
Director of UNICEF. 

While many around the world are only stand- 
ing by and watching the tragic events unfold in 
the Sahel, we have an opportunity to reach out 
and help ensure aid is available by supporting re- 
lief efforts through PWS&D. 

PWS&D is responding to the Sahel crisis in 
partnership with Canadian Foodgrains Bank, a 


( Canadian 
Foodgrains 
Bank 


A Christian Response 
to Hunger 


Donations to this program are matched by 
the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA). 


LOOKING FOR RESOURCES? 


Photos, videos, bulletin inserts, PowerPoint slides, display 

items—PWS8&D has a wide variety of resources for you and your 
congregation to use, free of charge! Visit www.presbyterian.ca/ 
pwsd/resources for the full list, or call 1-800-619-7301 ext. 293. 
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PWS&D gratefully acknowledges all individuals and congregations who support 
the development and relief work of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
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resbyterian Theology 


A COLLECTION OF WILLIAM KLEMPA'S ESSAYS FROM A LIFETIME 
COMMITMENT TO THE SERVICE OF THE CHURCH. 


William J. Klempa, 
Exploring the Faith: 
Essays in the History 
and Theology of the 
Reformed Tradition 
(Toronto: Clements 
Academic, 2009) 


his splendid volume 

by principal emeritus 

of the Presbyterian 

College, Montreal, 
spans four decades, from 1972 to 
2008. I learned a great deal from 
this wide-ranging collection of 
discussions from the Reformed 
tradition. 

The style of the book 
is consistent: it is modest, 
even-handed, appreciative but non- 
doctrinaire throughout. The character 
of the essays, articles and sermons is 
cheerful and spiced with humour— 
reminding the reader that theology, 
as Karl Barth said, is a cheerful science. 
The material evinces a writer doing 
theology for the Reformed church in 
both its catholic and local expressions. 
Rev. Dr. John Vissers, editor of the 
volume, says, “[Klempa] is committed 
to doing theology in the service of the 
church.” 

Many themes draw the collection 
together. One is Klempa’s interest in 
the Reformed tradition in Canada. 
While he is astutely aware of the 
complex and multiple influences 


BY RICHARD R. TOPPING 


EXPLORING 
THE FAITH 


Essays in the History and Theology 


of the Reformed Tradition 
WILLIAM J. KLEMPA 


¢ 


McGill 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE STUDIES IN THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY: VOLUME 2 


that constitute the Reformed/ 
Presbyterian reality, he traces and 
interprets them as they get traction 
in the Canadian situation. In all but 
one of the essays in the first section 
he exposits aspects and trajectories of 
the Reformed tradition as they come 
to be transplanted into a Canadian 
situation from Scotland, England 
and the Continent. The import of 
democratic fervour, social radicalism 
and a great interest in education, 
evidenced in Thomas McCulloch at 
the Pictou Academy, are described. 
The Moderates of the Scottish 
Enlightenment came to dominate the 
church and universities of Scotland 
and so their tepid influence was also 


felt in the colonies. Klempa 
refers to Thomas Chalmers’ 
characterization of the 
Moderates: “Their sermons 
were ... compared to a winter’s 
day, ‘they were cold, clear and 
short,’ and it has been said 
that they ‘let sleeping dogmas 
lex mm: 

Klempa also offers a history 
of Presbyterian theology in 
Canada to 1875. He tests the 
contention that Canadian 
theology is characterized by 
a dependent spirit, which 
has looked only outside for 
leadership and _ ideas. He 
argues against this thesis for a 
vitality of Canadian thought. 
He introduces us to a series 
of important characters in 
Canadian theological thinking: 
Thomas McCulloch, Henry Esson, 
Michael Willis and John Watson are 
some of the most significant names. 
His conclusion is that while Canadian 
writers did not seek a specifically 
“Canadian” theology they did produce 
one with “a local habitation and a 
name” which is worthy of our respect 
and careful attention. 

The book also contains an essay to 
mark the SOth anniversary of the PCC’s 
Declaration of Faith Concerning Church 
and Nation. Dr. Klempa delivered this 
paper to the 2005 meeting of the 
Canadian Society of Presbyterian History. 
The Declaration has its immediate 
origins in two overtures to the 1942 > 
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General Assembly, which ultimately 
issued in the 1955 Declaration. 

However, Klempa traces the origin 
of the Declaration to the theology of 
Karth Barth as appropriated by W.W. 
Bryden and other authors writing in 
the short lived The Presbyterian Student. 
The rise of National Socialism and 
the co-opting of much of the German 
Church through the Nazi policy 
of coordination (Gleichschaltung), 
led to prophetic protest against the 
“Nazi deification of the state” (in the 
words of M.N. MacOdrum). Drawing 
on the resources of the theology 
of Karl Barth, people like Bryden, 
James D. Smart and Arthur Cochrane 
alerted the church in Canada to the 
dangers of unquestioning patriotism 
and unqualified loyalty to the state. 
“All things in the church’s life and 
message, Barth had insisted, needed 
to be brought to the touchstone 
of the Word of God, especially 
issues relating to church and state.” 
Both the origins of the PCC’s 
church doctrine committee and the 
Declaration, lay in the history of 
this theological appropriation for 
the Canadian context. Klempa’s 
attention to the dialogue and debate 
found in the pages of The Presbyterian 
Student bring needed attention to 
this important resource for those 
considering the history of Barth’s 
reception in Canada. 

Klempa concludes this essay with 
a word of warning given the current 
propensity of government toward “an 
omni-competent state.” He maintains 
that the church in Canada can expect 
tension and conflict in a time when 
the state does not respect its limits. In 
a note he makes explicit reference to 
the state’s redefining of marriage, “a 
religious concept.” 

Perhaps the most prominent 
feature of this collection is its glad 
recognition of indebtedness to 
others. Put another way, it is an 
exercise of the communion of the 
saints. In Geneva, at the celebrated 
Museum of the Reformation, one 


exhibit is particularly _ striking. 
Around a dining room table, there 
are a series of empty chairs. Each 
chair represents a luminary from the 
Reformed tradition. You can sit at the 
table and listen to distinct voices on 
the topic of predestination. You hear 
the words of Calvin, Turretin and 
Rousseau, among others. In any case, 
reading Klempa’s book is a lot like 
this Reformed conversation across 
the centuries. Common themes— 
the covenant, the Westminster 
Standards, war and peace and 
eldership—are taken up. And the 
voices are  Presbyterian/Reformed 
thinkers through the ages—Puritans, 
Barth, Calvin and Smart, McCulloch 
and many others. Klempa, of 
course, has his own voice—it comes 
through in his wise retrieval from 
the deep resources of Reformed 
thought and practice and from his 
listening to scripture. 

In the piece entitled, Faith, Courage 
and Ministry, an address given at a 
Presbyterian College convocation, 
which I was present to hear, Klempa 
draws on the catholic heritage of the 
church. He espouses courage as a 
crucial virtue for the church in a time 
like ours. His words give voice to the 
heart of his own theology. 

Finally, I want to say that when it 
comes to courage, here as elsewhere, 
Christ is our pattern. His was a perfect 
courage deeply rooted in a faith in 
God and a love for men and women. 
He had the courage to be perfectly 
obedient to God, the courage to 
speak the truth, to risk unpopularity, 
to stand utterly alone. He had the 
courage to set his face steadfastly, 
to go to Jerusalem knowing what 
awaited him there. Above all, he 
had the courage to bear- our shame 
and death, darkness and _ spiritual 
desolation in dying for our sins. 


Rev. Dr. Richard R. Topping is profes- 
sor of studies in the Reformed tradition 
at St. Andrew’s Hall and co-editor of 
Calvin: Theology, History Practice. 
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Prayer Action 


A DEVOTIONAL THAT WILL CHANGE YOU AND THE WORLD. 


30 Days of Prayer for the 
Voiceless 

(Addressing Global Issues of 
Gender-Based Injustice) 


his is not an easy 

book to read; the 

meditations are not 

easy either, but well 
worth the effort. The topics 
are heavy, difficult and clearly 
make you uncomfortable. | 
twice attempted to read it before 
I was able to finish. But what I 
experienced over 30 days was 
an incredible feeling of God’s 
presence in my life and repeated 
examples of God answering 
prayer. 

This is a devotional book— 
for each day you learn about issues 
that range from refugees and teenage 
mothers to rape and female genital 
mutilation. Then you read an account 
of how one of these abuses could play 
out in real life. Then scripture teaches 
about God’s goodness and adoration 
of His creation, or His fairness and 
redemption. Afterwards the reader is 
invited to pray over three thoughts 
and an action point. 

The editors acknowledge the reader 
may get upset and angry. They suggest 
God shares these emotions. The goal 
of the publication is to mobilize 
100,000 Christians to pray and take 
action over 30 days. They hope to 
create a powerful prayer movement. I 
find this very encouraging and 
empowering and believe our loving 


BY BRIAN MCCLURE 


a voile for the Voi(eless 


*°Days of Prayer 
for the Voiceless 


addressing global issues of gender-based injustice 


Foreword by Loren Cunningham 


God will honour these prayers. 

I love to read the paper with my 
morning coffee; and as I read this book 
I was amazed at what started to happen. 
The first topic was on child prostitution. 
One of the prayer points was that God 


would arise and defend the little ones. 


Three days later an international child 
prostitution ring was busted. The topic 
for day two was AIDS and that very day 
in the newspaper was an editorial letter 
calling on governments to intervene 
more swiftly against this epidemic. 
Then there was the Shafia family 
honour killings horror; the issue was 
in the devotional. It seemed to me that 
almost every day God was responding 
to the prayers associated with this text. 
Was this just coincidence? I don’t think 
so. I believe God was acting justly on a 


global scale and with the power 
of prayer I was a participant in 
God’s plan. 

Going through the exercise 
of the book a second time, I 
found my awakenings deepen. 
For example, there is a chapter 
on purdah, which is the practice 
of secluding women from 
public observation by covering 
their bodies from head to toe. It 
also can include social isolation 
by keeping women confined to 
their homes. The action point 
was to create a log for 48 hours, 
recording every time you left 
home and what you did. Reflect 
on how different your life 
would be if you were confined 
to your home. I was sitting 
in a lodge surrounded by the 
majestic Rocky Mountains on 
summer vacation, after spending the 
day in Banff and going out for dinner. 
I thanked God for the freedom I enjoy 
on a daily basis and asked Him to break 
the bonds of segregation that still exist 
in our society. 

Psalm 12:5 says, “‘Because of 
the oppression of the weak and the 
groaning of the needy, I will now arise,’ 
says the Lord.” I feel strongly that I 
witnessed God’s active presence in my 
life through action and awareness over 
the last two summers. I challenge you 
to become aware of these unjust issues 
and pray about them. @ 


Brian McClure is an elder at Morningside- 
High Park, Toronto. The book can be 
purchased at avoiceforthevoiceless. 
co.zapublications.html. 
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 reatures Golf 


No Worship 
on the Golf Course 


YOU CAN'T ESCAPE GOD. KEITH RANDALL 


he returning sun has once again refreshed the 
air, renewed the grass and summoned golfers 
from their long winter hibernation. For those of 
us of the Christian persuasion, this rekindles the 
profound theological struggle not just about golf on Sundays 
but about exactly how, where and why we worship God. 

Several years ago, the tournament committee at my local club 
seemed dedicated to the idea that I must tee off just about the 
time the choir was singing 
the introit. That led to some 
serious discussion with then 
assistant minister Rev. Ruth 
Draffin at St. Andrew and St. 
Paul, Montreal, about exactly 
what I was worshipping 
on those Sundays when 
my customary pew was 
vacant. I think she won 
the argument and as the 
deepening wisdom of age 
paralleled a significant rise in 
my handicap, so the Sunday 
comfort of the sanctuary 
seemed, on balance, more 
attractive than chasing a 
silly white ball. 

Many have _ claimed 
that you cannot worship 
God on a golf course or, in 
fact, anywhere but within 
the walls of a church or a mosque or a synagogue. That may 
go a long way to explaining the state of our world, but that’s 
another story for another day. 

While the Sunday intersection of friendship, hospitality 
and inspiration provide a much needed transfusion for 
the hungry soul, I often find that I meet God elsewhere, 
usually in silence and usually alone. Perhaps those who 
like camping or fishing or hiking mountain trails find the 
same sense of solitude I find on a golf course. The best 
golf courses (although we know that they were designed) 
always feel natural—as if someone just cut the grass and 
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there they were. They are usually quite beautiful and it is 
hard not to sense God’s hand of creation in rolling fields of 
grass, the warming sun, the fluffy cumulus across the blue 
sky and the bushes and trees where I spend an unfortunate 
amount of time. I don’t think that’s worshipping; I think 
that’s opening my heart and making room to sense God’s 
goodness and generosity. 

That sense of God’s presence in all we do is difficult to find 
on crowded expressways, 
in busy offices and daily 
toil in a noisy world. I 
find it, unfortunately only 
sometimes, on a golf course. 

I found it one day 
several years ago after 
falling asleep the previous 
evening while reading 
the mythical golf tale, The 
Legend of Bagger Vance. 
Bagger, the mysterious 
caddy who might be an 
angel, magically appears to 
nurture a nervous young 
man in a match against 
the greatest golfers of the 
age. At one point he says 
that play is activity most 
pleasing to God because 
it is authentic. In the 
same way, I suppose, that 
puppies playing is authentic. With that thought in my mind, I 
joined my wife and another couple at a Laurentian course the 
next day and played one of the best rounds of my life. With a 
smile on my face. ; 

Rev. Jeff Veenstra has pointed out that you can’t escape 
God even in the belly of a great fish in the deepest ocean. You 
can’t escape Him on a golf course, that’s for sure. Of course, 
I had to go to church to learn that. @ 


Keith Randall is a freelance writer and a member of the Church 
of St. Andrew and St. Paul, Montreal. 
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Graduates SPECIAL 


2 


Knox College, loronto 


Master of Divinity 


DIPLOMA OF THE 
COLLEGE 


Sean Daniel Astop Joseph Chae Hansel I-Ching Chen 
St. John’s, Grimsby Toronto Evangelical Trinity Mandarin, Toronto 
Church of the Word 


DIPLOMA OF THE DIPLOMA OF THE DIPLOMA OF THE 
COLLEGE COLLEGE COLLEGE 


Kathryn Firth 
St.John’s, Cresswell 


Patrick Gushue 
Trafalgar, Oakville 


Scott Flemming 
Knox Spadina, Toronto 


DIPLOMA OF THE DIPLOMA OF THE 
COLLEGE COLLEGE 


DIPLOMA OF T 


COLLEGE 
David Chung Kay Diviney 
Toronto Korean St.James, Charlottetown 


DIPLOMA OF THE 
COLLEGE 


Cherie Inksetter 
St. Paul's, Carluke 


Dale Henry 
Erindale, Mississauga 


DIPLOMA OF THE DIPLOMA OF THE 


Deborah Loo 
St. Andrew's, Toronto 


Hoon Kang Joo An Lee 
Mokmin, North York Galilee, Toronto 


DIPLOMA OF THE 
COLLEGE COLLEGE COLLEGE 


DIPLOMA OF THE DIPLOMA OF THE 


Ellen Murray 
Paulin Memorial, Windsor 


Karen Pozios Marian Raynard 
Trafalgar, Oakville Lucknow 


COLLEGE COLLEGE 
Gale Macdonald Bethany McCaffrey 
Oakridge, London Calvin, North Bay 


DIPLOMA OF THE 
"COLLEGE 


Mark Jang-Youl Rhee Matthew Sams 


Toronto Evangelical Thornhill 
Church of the Word 
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SPECIAL Graduates 


Honours Master 
Master of Divinity of Divinity General Assembly Certificate 


Youngme Yi Won Mo You Jacob Lee Samuel Badu Richard Warne 
Vaughan Community, Thornhill East Faith, Oakville St. Mark’s, Toronto Ghanaian, Toronto St. Andrew's Hespeler, Cambridge 


Master of Theological Studies 


Samuel Badu Diane Eaton Yeuk-Yu Theresa Lai Gordon Leek 
Ghanaian, Toronto Knox, Kincardine Scarborough Chinese Baptist — St.Andrew’s, Bowmanville 
Denominational Requirements Master of Theology 


Dana Benson David Berkers Suyeon Jin Kun Young Lee 
Claude, Caledon St. Andrew's, Belleville Yaedalm, Toronto Alpha Korean United, Toronto 


Doctor of Theology 


N.William Khalil Eun Ho Owen Kim Richard Manafo Hoi Yan Janet Chan Sarah Travis 
Almanarah, London Galilee, Toronto Cornerstone, Kleinburg C.E.Z.C. Wah Kay, Hong Kong Knox, Oakville 


34 June 2012 Presbyterian Record 


Graduates SPECIAL 


Vancouver School of Theology 


Diploma in Denominational Studies 


Yongwan Cho 


Susan Simone Mattinson Marlene Wilma Peck John Jungwoo Paeng Wayne Osborn Reid 
Brookfield Pastoral Charge, | Chetwynd Shared Ministry Langley Zorn Moravian Church, Grace Cowichan 
Hunter River Manchester, Jamaica Fellowship, Duncan 


Master of Theology Master of Divinity 


Ri Ah (Leah) Yoo 
Brentwood, Burnaby 


Ming Yung Chuan 
Vancouver Taiwanese 


The Presbyterian College, Montreal 


Diploma in Ministry 


Master of Divinity 


x N ., 5 < a 


GENERAL | i p _ GEN 
COLLEGE CERTIFICATE COLLEGE COLLEGE CERTIFICATE 
Katherine Bretzlaff Arie J.Van Den Berg Joel Albert Coppieters N. Douglas Paterson Amanda Henderson 
St.Paul’, Ingersol St. Andrew and St.Paul, Montreal Grace, West Hill St. David's, River John 


Knox, Winnipegosis 


iW 


GENERAL 


ASSEMBLY DIPLOMA OF THE 
CERTIFICATE COLLEGE CERTIFICATE 
Jinping Ma Brian Darryl MacLeod Michael Glen Sampson Joyce DeGier VanderSpek 
Innerkip, 


Montreal Chinese Alliance St.Mark’s, Charlottetown St. James, Truro 
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cover story 


MISSIONARY 
RE BOUIN 


First generation immigrant cleray are 
bringing new life and new ideas 
to Canada’s prairie churches. 


BY PETER BUSH @ ILLUSTRATION BY MARTA ANTELO 


umping in the PT Cruiser, I 
headed west from Winnipeg in search of Pres- 
byterian congregations for a pastoral study 
project. An interesting pattern emerged as I 
drove the Trans-Canada Highway. 

In Carberry, Man., (population 1,502) | 
found Knox-Zion on the main street, and 
behind it the manse where I met Rev. Minho 
Yoo. The joke in town is when Minho and 
his family arrived, they doubled the number 
of Koreans in the community. A little further 
west is First, Brandon, where Rev. Dong-Ha 
Kim is the minister. 

Crossing into Saskatchewan, I stopped 
for lunch in Grenfell (population 947) and 
ate at the local Chinese restaurant (obviously 
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a popular place for lunch). At Trinity, I met 
three members of the congregation who 
described all that Rev. Jonathan Kwon did 
there before moving to Swift Current. Then 
it was off again because I had a coffee break 
scheduled in Moose Jaw, where I heard about 
Rev. Apack Song’s ministry at St. Mark’s in the 
late 1990s and early 2000s. I stopped for gas 
in Swift Current but, finding St. Andrew’s and 
Jonathan would have to wait for my trip back, 
I pushed on to Medicine Hat. 

Settling into the motel room, I thought 
of other Presbyterian congregations on the 
prairies that are being served—or had recently 
been served—by first generation immigrant 
clergy from Asia or Africa. In Alberta there > 


COVER STORY 


I) cover story 


There are numerous challenges and opportunities 
oresented to Caucasian congregations calling non- 
Caucasian pastors. It would be naive to assume SUCN 
calls are without risks and always have a positive outcome 


was: Fort St. John in the Peace River 
Country; Knox, Bassano and Gem; and 
Memorial, Sylvan Lake. In Manitoba: 
St. Andrew’s, Flin Flon; St. Andrew’s, 
Thompson; Knox, Neepawa; Lockport 
Community; and Knox, Stonewall. 

These churches are blessed with 
immigrant ministers whose own 
Christian story goes back to North 
American or European missionaries. It is 
what I call a “missionary rebound;” we 
too are in need of missionary efforts. (I 
have intentionally not included white 
South Africans since their church did 
not arise from Western mission efforts.) 

Clichéd expectations might sug- 
gest that small town congregregations 
would not be open to immigrant clergy. And quite often 
people are surprised this is the case. But these congregations 
did just that, and they did it on the merit of the candidates. 
As a former search committee member said about the first 
generation immigrant minister their congregation called, 
“There were other candidates, including Caucasians. We 
called him because he had the most passion and ability.” 
Congregations call the person they believe will best serve 
them. While congregations in small prairie communities do 
not see large numbers of applications when looking for a 
minister, rarely do congregations have only one applicant 
seeking a call. 

(In only one case, Knox, Neepawa, did the congregation 
decide to call an immigrant minister because of the chang- 
ing demographics of their community. In Neepawa, the 
expansion of the hog processing plant has brought signifi- 
cant numbers of immigrants, including Koreans, into the 
community. Knox called a bilingual (Korean and English) 
minister to reach the new arrivals.) 

These congregations are becoming multicultural, with 
the minister and family from one cultural background (a 
minority culture in the community) and the rest of the con- 
gregation from other cultures (the majority cultures in the 
community). This contextual shift is not easy for the minis- 
ter (and their family) or for the congregations. 
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One of the most obvious issues, 
and the one I hear raised most often, 
is that of language skills and accents. 
At a gathering of Korean Presbyterian 
clergy serving Caucasian congrega- 
tions, I heard a good response to this. 
“When Canadian missionaries came 
to Korea, they preached the gospel 
in Korean. Their grammar was not 
perfect, their accents were hard to 
understand, but our ancestors heard 
the gospel and believed. Our English 
is better than the Korean spoken by 
the missionaries. People will hear the 
good news of the gospel and believe 
when we preach.” 

A further question deserves to 
be asked: why would non-Caucasians go to serve these 
churches? Two factors are at play. 

First, just as there are doctors and engineers coming to 
Canada as refugees and immigrants looking for work in 
their occupational fields, there are Presbyterian clergy in 
the same situation. For whatever reason, no congregations 
within their language or ethnic group are looking for clergy, 
so the ministers seek calls in Caucasian churches. In eco- 
nomic terms it is an issue of supply and demand. 

A second, deeper reality is also at play. Many non-Cau- 
casian Christians, Koreans and Taiwanese in particular, feel 
indebted to European and North American churches for 
sending missionaries to their ancestors to proclaim the gos- 
pel. To repay the debt they become missionaries to parts 
of the world where the church is not doing well—Europe 
and North America. Canada is seen as a mission field to be 
reached with the good news of Jesus. Missionary outreach 
is deeply embedded in the DNA of the Korean church and 
Presbyterian congregations on the Canadian prairies are 
benefiting from that commitment to mission. 

Whether the migrations of people are caused by political, 
social and economic transitions, or through missionaries 
intentionally coming to Canada, the missionary rebound 
is having an impact. The rebound is evident in Anglican, 
Lutheran and United churches as well, but nowhere is 


St. Andrew’s, Swift Current, Sask.: 


Top: Rev. Jonathan Kwon and elders 
welcome new members; teachers 
help students with crafts at 
Vacation Bible School. 


Bottom: Two of the church’s 
members; Rev. Kwon and two 
members enjoy fellowship time 
after a worship service. 


it more obvious than in Roman Catholic parishes. For 
example, in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg about a third of 
parish priests are first generation arrivals to Canada. 

There are numerous challenges and opportunities pre- 
sented to Caucasian congregations calling non-Caucasian 
pastors. It would be naive to assume such calls are with- 
out risks and always have a positive outcome. Sometimes 
congregations do not thrive with a first generation immi- 
grant minister leading them. But the same can be said about 
Caucasian clergy leading Caucasian congregations—not all 
congregations thrive. Yet, when lay people in these con- 
gregations were asked if they would have concerns about 
calling another non-Caucasian minister in the future, the 
vast majority said they would have no such hesitation if the 
opportunity presented itself. 


COVER STORY 


Congregational life and ministry were described as being 
enhanced. Congregation members talked about how hard 
their ministers worked: launching new initiatives, working 
with groups in the church, reaching out to the community, 
and visiting in people’s homes. While not always explicitly 
stated, the clear implication was that first generation clergy 
worked harder than Caucasian clergy. Such a finding is not 
surprising since first generation immigrants, regardless of 
their occupation, are recognized as being hardworking. 
Moving to a new country requires significant personal ini- 
tiative; therefore many immigrants are high drive people. 
That drive shows up in the plans and projects the first gen- 
eration immigrant minister undertakes. 

Other hard work is less obvious. When they first arrive 
in their congregation, ministers often write sermons in > 
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COVER STORY 


Top: Rev. Dr. Dong-Ha Kim baptizes Drew 
Arthur Edward Kostomacha at First, 
Brandon, Man.; VBS participants with 
youth pastor David Chang (left) and 

Rev. Minho Yoo (far right) at Knox-Zion, 
Carberry, Man.; Bottom right: Friendship 
Sunday at St. Andrew’s, Thompson, Man. 
(Rev. Sean Kim sits in the centre.) 


their first language then translate them 

into English, adding substantial time to 
their sermon preparation. Sometimes these ministers give 
their English sermon text to a native English speaker to read 
and correct. During some of my conversations with clergy, I 
was asked to explain some English idiom I had used. At first 
I thought the requests were so my hearer could understand 
what I had said; I came to realize often the ministers were 
seeking to improve their grasp of English by learning 
idioms, not just vocabulary and grammar. Lay leaders 
recognized the work the ministers put into understanding 
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their new context. Living cross-culturally takes energy and 
commitment. 

Having a non-Caucasian minister makes congregations 
confront the reality of world Christianity. This challenge 
enhances the life of the congregation in a number of ways. 

First, it pushes the congregation to think in multi-eth- 
nic terms. One layperson described how having a Korean 
minister opened her eyes to recognize brothers in Christ 
among the temporary agricultural workers from Central 
America in her community. While she knew intellectually 
the church was strong in Central America, it took a non- 


COVER STORY [i 


Having a non-Caucasian minister makes 
congregations confront the reality of world Christianity. 
This challenge enhances the life of the 
congregation in a number of ways 


Caucasian presence in her church to 
move that knowledge to a lived aware- 
ness of the multi-ethnic nature of the 
local Christian church. 

Second, an immigrant minister 
has connections with the needs of 
the church in their birth country 
and is able to describe opportunities 
to authentically care for a Christian 
community far away. The Canadian 
church with an African minister has 
a direct conduit to support people 
in need, developing a relationship 
with another part of the worldwide 
Christian community. 

Third, congregations with non- 
Caucasian clergy learn quickly that 
the Canadian church is bound by its 
culture. In conversations between lay 
leaders and non-Caucasian ministers, 
the lay leaders begin to see there are a 
variety of ways for a congregation to 
do what it does. The immigrant clergy 
have a toolkit of responses to use as 
pastoral and leadership situations 
arise, but their toolkit was not put 
together in Canada. As the ministers 
use their toolkit, they bring patterns 
and approaches which are different 
than the ways ‘we have always done 
things.’ This discovery is unsettling but 
it opens the congregations they serve 
to Christian practices found in other 
parts of the world. 

Non-Caucasian clergy, generally, are 
deeply committed to evangelism, and 
are far more willing to use the language 
of evangelism than their Caucasian 
counterparts. Over the course of this 
project, I learned a great deal about the 
conversion experiences of the ministers 


involved. I did not ask them for their 
testimonies; the stories came out natu- 
rally in conversations I had with minis- 
ters and lay people who recounted their 
minister’s stories. The natural ways the 
ministers told their stories provided 
their parishioners with helpful models 
for the telling of their own stories. As 
the language of conversion becomes 
part of a congregation’s life there is a 
growing openness to—and even expec- 
tation of—conversion as part of the 
Christian walk. The language of con- 
version has become muted in many 
Presbyterian congregations, and the 
openness of these non-Caucasian min- 
isters to speak of conversion and to 
expect conversions is noteworthy. 

The evangelistic drive can be seen 
in the variety of outreach ministries 
undertaken through the leadership 
of the non-Caucasian clergy. Jona- 
than Kwon teaches taekwondo not 
just as a physical outlet for children 
and young people, but as a means to 
reach people who would never come 
to the church. Another member of the 


Swift Current, Sask., congregation has 
started an aerobics class with the same 
purpose. St. Andrew’s, Thompson, 
Man., held a Friendship Sunday and 
banquet; the congregants invited their 
friends, neighbours and co-workers to 
attend church, doubling the congre- 
gation’s size that Sunday. While none 
of these initiatives are unique, what 
is significant is that these initiatives 
took place in congregations where 
hope had all but died and energy was 
at a low ebb. That these congregations 
launched such projects is a testimony 
to the evangelistic vision and commit- 
ment of the first generation immigrant 
clergy involved. 

While this project focused on con- 
gregations in smaller communities on 
the prairies, the missionary rebound is 
not limited to those communities. A 
number of rural and small town con- 
gregations in southern Ontario have 
recently called first generation immi- 
grant clergy. All indications are the mis- 
sionary rebound is here to stay. While 
the impact of the rebound has yet to 
be fully seen, it will change the face of 
the church. If the rebound is bringing 
hope and energy to a number of con- 
gregations, might the rebound bring 
renewed hope and energy to the Presby- 
terian Church in Canada as a whole? @ 


Rev. Peter Bush is minister at Westwood, 
Winnipeg. He gratefully acknowledges 
the support of the Louisville Institute for 
funding his pastoral studies project. He 
also thanks Westwood for generously 
providing the time to travel and meet 
people, to read and reflect. 
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To make People & Places submissions, email: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca 


cultural notteges Mei 
hosted their fifth anr 
International Sunda 
Representing 30 countries 
the 150 attendees joined — 
together for enthusiastic 
worship; it included A rican. 
drumming, S Scottish | piping, 
andalively rendition __ 
of Jesus Loves the Little Bae 
Children. After the se vice, ae 
they enjoyed a potl 
world cuisine. 


St. Paul’s, Peterborough, Ont. 


Rev. George Turner shares a dance with his 
wife Evelyn. This photograph was featured 
at the couple's retirement party. After 

more than 25 years of service, Rev. Turner 
retired in February. Evelyn retired as church 
administrator in the summer of 2011 after 
more than 18 years of service. The Turners 
have decided to stay in Peterborough 

and will continue to be active in St. Paul's 
congregational life. 


St. Andrew’s, Wingham, Ont. 
A Presbyterian congregation was founded in Wingham 150 years agoon 
the anniversary celebration was guest preacher and returning “son,” Rev. Dr. 
John Congram; his family moved to Wingham when he was ee and he has. 
maintained a close bond with St. Andrew's ever since. Soa 
Pictured: Bob Campbell (retired elder), Congram, Hugh Clugston (clerk aie session 
and Lorraine Clugston (coordinator of the anniversary committee) a 
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Clarkson Road, 
Mississauga, Ont. 

Clarkson Road's youngest 
missionaries are all smiles after raising 
enough money to purchase 57 bed 
kits for children in Africa and India. 
Through weekly offerings, a Buck-a- 
Book Bonanza, a bake sale and spare 
change Sundays they raised close 

to $2,000 for the charity Sleeping 
Children Around the World. 


People & Places BACK 


Lakeview, Thunder Bay, Ont. 
How did Lakeview celebrate the 
extraordinary achievements of two 

of its members? With cake, naturally. 
Catherine Colquhoun (left) was 
congratulated on her appointment to 
the Order of Ontario; Dr. Jim Colquhoun 
(middle) was honoured for 50 years of 
dedicated and continuous service as an 
elder. Rev. Harold Hunt (right) presides 
as the Colquhouns cut the special cake. 


Chetwynd Shared Ministry, 
Chetwynd, B.C. 


To celebrate 25 years of shared ministry, 
Chetwynd held a tree planting ceremony last 
August. The original seed was planted when 
three struggling congregations of different 
denominations began to discuss uniting 

their churches. A year later, Chetwynd Shared 
Ministry was formed. Throughout its history, 
Chetwynd’s leaders have been Anglican, Lutheran, 
Presbyterian and United. This March, the church 
celebrated the ordination of their pastor, Rev. 
Marlene Peck, who has served the congregation 
as a lay missionary since 2008. Peck is also a 2012 
graduate—see her picture on page 35. 
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WH sack From the Moderator 


Don't Worry 


GELEBRATET TEEOVEOE-ChRIsis 


The Lord is near. Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which sur- 
passes all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is 
true, whatever is honourable, what- 
ever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, 
if there is any excellence and if there 

is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. 

—Philippians 4:5b-8 


‘ henever I read the first 
line of this encouraging 
passage I must admit that 
my imagination hears the words and 
whistles the tune of Bobby McFerrin’s 
1988 Grammy Award-winning song: 
“Don’t worry, be happy!” As four words 
of philosophy go, I suppose it’s a pretty 
good message, if a little simplistic, but 
the scripture text is a good deal more 
insightful than McFerrin could have 
ever intended. As I come to the end 
of a wonderfully rich, engaging and 
privileged year as Moderator of General 
Assembly, I can’t help thinking that so 
much of what I have seen and experi- 
enced in my travels throughout our 
church speaks volumes of the hope of 
our congregations and their people. 

I will always rejoice, for example, 
at my memory of the sheer joy in wor- 
ship and fellowship with a congrega- 
tional family that was celebrating 225 
years of ministry, and experiencing 
steady growth in their congregation 
and among their community minis- 
tries. At the “official” or political levels 
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BY RICK HORST 


of our church, far too often the mes- 
sage seems to be McFerrin in reverse: 
“Don’t happy, be worry.” But in spite of 
places and ministries in decline in cer- 
tain quarters, the joyful gospel of Jesus 
Christ continues to ring forth from our 
faith families in different settings across 


There is tremendous 
room for growth and 
acceptance among those 
who are sharing their life 
journeys together 


the country. As I see it, the common 
denominator in all of these places of 
joy and growth is the emphasis upon 
prayerful thanksgiving for all of God’s 
sustaining care, and a desire to live out 
a faith which honours truth, purity, 
and justice in human affairs. 

Hopeful congregations all across our 
country are living out a culture of grace 
and encouragement, seeking new and 
fresh ways to be the genuine expression 
of Christ’s love in the world. They are 
not transfixed upon elements of tradi- 
tional institutional behaviours of the 
past, but rather are taking courageous 


steps every day to be a witnessing com- 
munity which is open to the realities of 
a rapidly changing nation. Most of all, 
they treat each other within their con- 
gregational families with tenderness 
and love, turning their backs on behav- 
iours which were formerly hierarchi- 
cal or promoted division and disunity. 
In other words, they have taken our 
Saviour at his word, seeking in every 
relationship to “love one another as | 
have loved you.” 

In faith communities such as these, 
there is tremendous room for growth 
and acceptance among those who are 
sharing their life journeys together. In 
whatever struggling context they may 
find themselves, they have discovered 
that loving relationships of trust and 
compassion will see them through to 
a hopeful way forward. This commit- 
ment to true “gospel living” empowers 
a church to be effective far beyond the 
sum of its parts, drawing others into the 
circle of human caring that the world 
can never match. 

I am glad to report that congrega- 
tions like these within our Presbyterian 
family are changing the face of our 
church into vibrant communities of 
genuine welcome, hope and health. 
My prayer is that all of our people will 
long to be active partners with Jesus 
Christ in this kind of life-blessing mis- 
sion to their world! 

Grace and peace, 


(4 sae 


Rev. Dr. Rick Horst is minister at St. 
Andrew’s, Barrie, Ont. Rev. Dr. John 
Vissers takes over this column next month. 
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Ministry Opportunities 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 
ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Brampton, St. Andrew’s; Senior Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Harvey Self, PO Box 276, 
Orangeville, ON LOW 227; 519-941-1334; 
office@tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org. 

Colborne, Old St. Andrew’s; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. David G. Cooper, 67 
Victoria Ave., Belleville, ON K8N 2A1;613-242- 
6927; revdavecooper@gmail.com. 

Etobicoke, Graceview; Interim Moderator Rev. 


H3A 1A8; dshute@presbyteriancollege.ca. 
Montreal, The Church of St. Andrew and 
St. Paul; Associate minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 
University St., Montreal, QC H3A 2A8; 
514-288-5256ext. 202; 
pastoralstudies@presbyteriancollege.ca. 
Winchester, Ont., St. Paul's; Chesterville, St. 
Andrew’s; Morewoogd; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO Box 
131, Maxville, ON KOC 1T0; 613-538-2582; 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 
Summerside, P.E.I., Summerside; Interim 
Moderators Rev. Mark Buell, RR 1, Belle River, 
PE COA 1B0; mwbuell@ihis.org 
and Rev. Andrew Hutchinson, 
18 Edgehill Terrace, Stratford, PE C1B 2V4; 
atgh@bellaliant.net. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN ONTARIO 
Montreal, Cote des Neiges; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Dan Shute, Presbyterian 


College, 3495 University St., Montreal, QC jim_olga@sympatico.ca. 


a Knox Milton is seeking an innovative Christian Music 
_ Minister to collaborate with the worship team and 
provide musical and choral leadership. 


Our congregation consists of 
long-time members and a 
growing number of young 
families, creating a need for both 
traditional and contemporary 
music. The successful candidate 
will demonstrate advanced piano 
skills and be able to play our 1905 
Karn pipe organ. The position also 
involves the development of our 
youth music program. 


This position will require 10-15 hours per week. Salary will follow RCCO guidelines. 
Applications will be accepted until June 30, 2012. Please send your resume to 
Beth Gunding, Music Director Search Team, Knox Presbyterian Church, 
170 Main Street East, Milton, ON, L9T 1N8 or by email to bgunding @hotmail.com. 


The Church of 
eee St. Andrew and St. Paul 


...1S Seeking a lead minister 


We are a vibrant, growing congregation with members from a range of backgrounds and 
cultural communities. We worship in a historic downtown Montreal church located close 


to universities and museums. 


We emphasize biblical preaching which relates the gospel of Christ to contemporary 


life. Our service is traditional and is supported by a ministry of music which is known 
throughout the city for the excellence of the choir and organ performance. 


We have a Christian Education specialist and a full program of activities, both within 


the congregation and in outreach. We are also served by a very capable and dedicated 
lay leadership. As a congregation of over 700 members and adherents, we are seeking a 


minister gifted in the areas of leading worship, preaching and teaching, with strong pastoral 


and relational skills. A copy of our profile can be found at www.standrewstpaul.com. 


Interim Moderator The Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 University Street, Montreal, H3A 2A8 


Tel: 514-288-5256 ext 202 Email: pastoralstudies@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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Thomas Kim, c/o University Presbyterian 
Church, 1830 Finch Ave. W., Toronto, ON 
M3N 1M8; 416-663-3281; minister@ 
universitychurch.ca. 

Markham, Markham Chinese; Full-time associate 
minister for English-speaking ministry, familiarity 
with Mandarin and Cantonese languages 
beneficial; Interim Moderator Rev. Sam Priestley, 
19 Elm Lea St., Markham,ON L3P 3M8; 
905-294-1633; sam.priestley@bell.net. 

Mississauga, Clarkson Road; Interim Moderator 
Pastor Howard Sullivan, 170 Main St. E., Milton, 
ON L9T 1N8; 905-878-6060; 
pastor.howard92@gmail.com. 

Mississauga, Dixie; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, 83 Trafalgar Rd., 
PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0; 
519-855-6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

Nottawa, Emmanuel; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 206 Murphy 
Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 705-424-0779; 
livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oshawa, St. Luke's and St. James (new two point 
charge); Joint Interim Moderators Rev. Dr.Lynda 
Reid, lyndareid@bellnet.ca and Rev. Dr. lan Clark, 
drianclark@gmail.com. 

Parry Sound, St. Andrew’s; Pastor of Word and 
Sacrament; Interim Moderator Rev. George 
Anderson, c/o St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church, 1 High St., Huntsville, ON P1H 2R3; 
705-789-2122; george@standrewshuntsville.ca; 
standrewsparrysound.org. 

Pickering, Amberlea; Co-Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeremy Bellsmith, c/o Burns Presbyterian 
Church, 765 Myrtle Rd., Ashburn,ON LOB 1A0; 
jeremy@burnschurch.org. 

Scarborough, Melville; Current minister retires 
June 1,2012;|Interim Moderator Rev. Dennis 
Cook, c/o St. Timothy's Presbyterian Church, 97 
Burcher Rd., Ajax, ON L1S 2R3; 905-683-6122; 
dencook@rogers.com. 

Toronto, St. Giles Kingsway; Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. John-Peter Smit, 56 Thirty Third 
St., Toronto, ON M8W 3H3; 647-348-0879; 
johnpetersmit@gmail.com. 

Trenton, St. Andrew’s; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Stephen Durkin; 
sdunkin@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Brussels, Melville; Part-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Don McCallum, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 220 Livingstone Ave. 

N., Listowel, ON N4W 1P9; 519-291-4690; 
donpmccallum@wightman.ca. 

Burlington, Knox; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Robert Docherty, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 461 Elizabeth Street 
Burlington, ON L73 4B1; Tel: 905-333-3013; 
revbob.docherty@gmail.com. 

Dresden, St. Andrew's and Rutherford; 
Full-time minister for two point charge; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Douglas Cameron, 
251 Duncan St., Wallaceburg, ON N8A 5G5; 
519-397-9132; pastordoug-im@ 
thosecamerons.com. 

\Iderton, Bethel; Part-time minister; Carl Crossett, 
Convener of Search Committee, 14846 Fifteen 
Mile Rd., RR 2, Denfield, ON NOM 1P0; 
519-225-2733; ccrossett@quadro.net. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Barry Van Dusen, 770 Lakeshore Rad., Sarnia, 
ON N7T 215;519-542-2253; 
barry.peggy.vandusen@sympatico.ca. 

Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. John Hibbs; 35 Giffin 
Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 7N5; 905-627-9080; 
jayhibbs@cogeco.ca. 

Teeswater, Knox and Kinlough; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Michael Rundle, 563 11th St., Hanover, ON 
NAN 174; 519-364-1622; 
michaelrundle_@hotmail.com. 

Wiarton, St. Paul's; Minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Terry Samuel, PO Box 931, Lion’s Head, ON 
NOH 1W0; 519-793-6265 or 519-396-6082; 
tsamuel@bmts.com. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND NORTHWESTERN 
ONTARIO 

Kenora, Ont., Anamiewigummig-Kenora 
Fellowship Center; Executive Director; Peter 
Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3K 
0L1; 204-837-5706; peterwwpres@mymts.net. 

Winnipeg, First; Interim Moderator Peter Bush, 
197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE NORTHWEST 
Calgary, Alta., Grace; Associate Minister 
(Pastoral Care); Rev. Peter Coutts, Presbytery 
Representative, c/o St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church, 703 Heritage Dr. NW, Calgary, 
AB T2V 2W4; 403-255-0001; pcoutts@ 
standrewscalgary.ca; www.gracecalgary.org. 
Red Deer, Alta., Knox; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Annabelle Wallace, 13820-109A Ave., 
Edmonton, AB T5M 2K1; 403-505-9736; 
annabellew@shaw.ca. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Comox Valley, Comox Valley; Interim Moderator 
Rev. John Green, 579 Grayson Rd., Campbell 
River, BC VOW 6K3; revjohngreen@gmail.com. 

Vancouver, Vancouver Taiwanese; Interim 
Moderator Dr. Ted Siverns; 604-530-2401; 
tsiverns@lightspeed.ca. 

Victoria, Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Irwin Cunningham, c/o Saanich Peninsula 
Presbyterian Church, 9296 East Saanich Rd., 
North Saanich, BC V8L 1H8; 250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. 


Obituaries 


Wilkinson, Donald Grant. I, Rev. William 
Scott, came to know Donald because while I 
lived in Scotland I had been friendly with his 
in-laws (Rev. Matthew Todd, his wife Isabel 
and their daughter Joy). We visited Donald 
and Joy after their marriage in Dunfermline, 
Scotland, in 1979 where Donald was a 
minister of the United Free (Presbyterian) 
congregation. This was his first charge on 
graduating from Trinity College, the Faculty 
of Divinity at Glasgow University. The next 
year they came to Canada on vacation and 
Donald expressed an interest in moving 
to Canada. After the usual negotiations, 
with my encouragement, he arrived to be 
the minister of the Mount Bridges charge 
in the Presbytery of London. He served 
four charges there for five years and then 
accepted a call to St. Mark’s, Marshfield, 
P.E.I. and was there for eight years. During 
that time he was very active in presbytery as 
deputy clerk and was very involved in the 
work of Camp Keir. He then received a call 
to Calgary and after three years there moved 
to Saint John, N.B., for another three years. 
His ministry in Canada lasted almost 20 
years and those who knew him will know 
how courageously he exercised his calling. 
As a small boy (aged two to six) 
Donald was in the hospital encased in a 
body cast because of spinal tuberculosis. 
Despite his disability he was active in the 
church organization, the Boys Brigade, and 
also travelled twice to the U.S.A. to work 
with the Salvation Army in youth camps 
before entering university. While he was 
ministering on the Island he often visited 
Point Rim and became very interested in the 
history of the Belfast area. On retiring, he 
bought a home there and was very involved 
in the local historical society, McPhail 
House, the Lions Club and the Caledonian 
Society. He was very knowledgeable on bird 
life and possessed an extensive library on 
bird culture and kept a great interest in the 
Island Nature Trust. As a sedentary interest 
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he worked at cross-stitch embroidery and 
last year won a first prize ribbon at Old 
Home Week. 

I believe, like St. Paul, Donald kept the 
faith and ran a good race—even with his dis- 
ability—and will receive his reward. Not just 
a crown but the crown that has been person- 
alized for him. It would be appropriate if a 
little bit of tartan was included. We enjoyed 
discussions and arguments on Celtic culture 
and the languages of Scotland (Gaelic and 
Lowland Scots). So Beannachd Leibh—airson 
nis, mo caraid, which means, Blessing and 
farewell for now, my friend. 


Wotherspoon, Caroline 
(Carol) Margaret, 
peacefully in Ottawa on 
December 13, 2011 at the 
age of 91. Carol was born 

as in Calgary, in 1920. She 
was predeceased by her husband, Rev. Dr. 
Peter C. Wotherspoon, her brother William 
Harte and her sister Ruby (Harte) Gore. She 
is survived by her brother James Harte and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Carol attended high school in Three 
Hills, Alta, and the Calgary Norman 
School. Upon graduation she taught school 
in Three Hills. Carol met Peter Wother- 
spoon and married him in July 1942 before 
he went overseas with the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. On his return they resided in Ed- 
monton, Toronto, and Red Deer while Peter 
completed his education. For two years Car- 
ol and Peter lived in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
while Peter worked on and received his 
Ph.D. In January 1957 Peter received a call 
from St. Martin’s Church, Ottawa, which he 
accepted and he and Carol began a new ex- 
tension church in the Ottawa suburbs. Later 
St. David’s Church joined with St. Martin’s. 
In Toronto, Edinburgh and Ottawa Carol 
worked as a bank teller. Once her Alberta 
credentials were accepted in Ontario Carol 
taught for the Ottawa school board. 

Carol supported her husband in all 
aspects of his work. She enjoyed being in- 
volved in the church school program both 
as a teacher and as a pianist. Carol’s knit- 
ting, sewing, cooking and baking skills 
were unparalleled. Many were recipients of 
Carol's hospitality and generosity. On retire- 
ment Carol continued to support St. David 
& St. Martin Presbyterian Church. She en- 
joyed travelling to various ports of call and 
entertaining her many friends. 

According to her wishes, Carol Woth- 
erspoon was laid to rest beside her beloved 
husband Peter on December 20, 2011. A 
memorial service in celebration of Carol’s 
life was held on January 12, 2012. @ 
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Faithfully Serving 


Updates from the Life & Mission Agency 


www. presbyterian. ca/ima_ 


Stewards By Design 


Date: Thursday May 2, to 
Sunday May 5, 2013 


The LMA will hold Stewards 
by Design at Geneva Park 
Conference Centre in Orillia 
from 5 pm on Thursday May 
2, 2013 to 1 pm on Sunday 
May 5, 2013. This conference 
not only helps congregations 
discover how to nurture 
generous giving, it helps 
them look at all aspects of 
their ministry and discover 
| new ways they can reach 


mm out and new ways they can 


invite people in. Find more 
information and an online 
application at 
presbyterian.ca/ 
stewardsbydesign 


| Canada Youth 2012 


This exciting five-day (July 3- 
m@ 8) gathering and celebration 
F will bring hundreds of youth, 
youth leaders, and gifted 

| preachers together to grow, 
worship, pray, 

and play at 

| Brock 

University in 

St. Catharines 

Ontario. 

There 


www. flickr.com/pcconnect 


oe 7 _ June 2012, 
1- 800- 619- 7 50 Wynford Drive, Toronto. Ontario M3C 7 


will be a wide variety of helpful 
workshops that will enrich new or 
existing youth ministry programmes. 


The theme for the conference is On 
Fire: "Didn't we feel on fire as he 
conversed with us...". 


For more information 
canadayouth.ca 


Food Crisis in Sahel, 
Africa — Urgent Appeal 


A growing food crisis in the Sahel 
region of Africa is impacting 15 
million people who are now 
suffering from severe food 


shortages, drought and failed crops. 


One million children are at risk of 
dying from malnutrition. 


PWS&D is working in the Sahel to 
overcome hunger and help restore 
livelihoods. You can help ensure this 
important work continues through 
your financial gifts and prayers 
today. Call 1-800-619-7301 ext. 291, 
mail a cheque to the office, donate 
online or give through your church 
offering. Please mark all donations 
"Sahel Africa Relief." 


» To learn more, visit 
_ presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


| National Native 
| Ministries Council 


From March 27-30 Canadian 
Ministries hosted the National 
Native Ministries Council at a 
conference in Saskatchewan. 
The meetings provided an 
opportunity to share mutual 
concerns, engage in 
continuing education, and 
further the work of the 
Council. 


New Church 
Development 
Conference 


In May, Canadian Ministries 
co-hosted with Presbyterian 
College a leadership 
conference for ministers in 
new church and future new 
church development 
projects. In addition to 
leadership provided by 
Presbyterian College, Craig 
Williams of the PCUSA was 
the main speaker and leader. 
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Certainly there are consequences to poor choices and rewards 
that flow out of good choices and some choices seem to 
be ineffective in spite of our best intentions 


continued from page 50 


jail if I had pulled the trigger on that 
farmer’s horse when you told me to. 
It’s a good thing I am slow on the 
draw.” 

Fast-forward a couple of years. 
Linda and I are cuddling in the front 
seat of Dad’s ‘68 Volkswagen Beetle 
parked overlooking Bummer'’s Flats. 
The moon is out and it is wonderfully 
romantic as we drink in the moonlight 
and one another’s company. We 
are teenagers, newly engaged, and 
thankfully, deeply in love. 

“Oh how I love this spot,” I say. 
“Me and my dad always used to hunt 
deer on these flats.” 

“No kidding,” says Linda. “Our 
horses used to be pastured on these flats.” 

“Oh? What colour were they?” 

“Well mine was a sorrel mare, 
about the same color as a cow elk, 
and Dad’s was a big white Tennessee 
walking horse. I used to worry all 
the time mine would get shot during 
the hunting season, but Dad always 
insisted that only an absolute moron 
would make a mistake like that.” 

“Interesting,” I say. “I think we 
better go on home, | feel a little weak 
in the knees.” 

“My mom says love will do that to 
you,” Linda says. 

“Ya, that must be it,” I say, as my 
face began to twitch. 

That knee-shaking, face-twitching 
disclosure happened more than 44 
years ago. My knees are shaking again 
today as I write this confession. Can you 
imagine what would have happened 
had I pulled the trigger when my 
dad said shoot? I am sure Linda’s dad 
would have had me prosecuted to the 
full extent of the law, and that would 
have been extremely hard to take as a 
16-year-old boy. Iam sure I would have 
never hunted again in my whole life, 


and that would have been a shame. 
And I am absolutely sure Linda would 
never have entertained the idea of a 
single date, let alone a lifetime saddled 
with the likes of me in marriage. 

Besides a bad case of Saint Vitus’ 
Dance, the above story causes me to 
ponder a whole bunch of questions not 
the the least of which is: Does God havea 
plan for my life or is my life orchestrated 
by a whole variety of circumstances 
including my own inept choices? As I 
reflect on my 62 years, including the 
discovery of and commitment to an 
enchanting, magnificent and amazing 
spouse (who often reads over my 
shoulder as she passes behind me and 
who has mastered the head slap to an 
art form) it seems to me there is a divine 
plan that will not be frustrated by my 
good or bad choices. Maybe this plan 
even includes influencing apparent 
off-the-cuff decisions that could have 
consequences far beyond my ability to 
predict. 

I realize that my question risks 
kicking off the age-old “sovereignty of 
God—freedom of choice” debate and | 
really am not at all interested in going 
there. My mental acumen is such that 
anything along those lines makes 
my head hurt. Reflecting on my own 
past experiences in the dim light of 
my adult children and the lame-brain 
choices they sometimes make causes 
me to wonder and ponder. I often 
truly worry about my wonderful adult 
children and their choices. No, that 
is not quite correct; they often drive 
me absolutely nuts with the choices 
they make. Frequently I feel like the 
mother robin who hatched a brood in 
our spruce tree last summer; she nearly 
drove herself mad trying to stuff them 
back in their nest when they all chose 
to fly at once before any of them 


had the foggiest idea about flight or 
the intentions of the neighbor’s fat 
flatulent feline. I tried to help out 
mother robin by stuffing baby robins 
back in the nest, and though | think 
she truly appreciated my efforts, I had 
to quit. I couldn’t risk another nervous 
breakdown. But honestly, how are my 
children ever going to survive some of 
the choices they make? 

Well, I never shot my wife’s horse, 
which I think is to say that my life 
turned out fine—usually in spite of 
me. George Santayana put it much 
more eloquently in Dialogues in Limbo: 
“Religion in its humility restores 
man to his only dignity, the courage 
to live by grace.” The Apostle Paul 
insisted that we not only are saved by 
grace but that we live by grace as well 
(Romans 5:1-2 and 7). What I think 
this all boils down to, as far as my kids 
are concerned, is that they make their 
lame-brain choices, and their good 
ones too, within the brackets of God’s 
grace. Certainly there are consequences 
to poor choices and rewards that flow 
out of good choices and some choices 
that seem to be ineffective in spite of 
our best intentions. But when all is said 
and done, I am with Santayana. My 
faith points me towards the dignity to 
have the courage to live by grace. And 
the faith of my kids should give them 
the same dignity. 

And so I have resolved to live by 
grace, and to let my kids live by grace 
too. I have resolved to recognize that the 
foolishness that I sometimes see going 
on in their lives is really God at work, 
and that He will work it all out in their 
lives, just as He has done in mine. @ 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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I Never Shot 
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said Dad. 
“No wait, I can’t be sure. Yep, it’s an elk all right. Dang, 
hold fire, I don’t think it is.” Just then the brown beast that 
looked exactly the colour of a cow elk walked out fully into 
the open meadow followed by a big white horse. 

Dad and I had been hunting deer out on Bummer’s 
Flats when the pseudo-elk showed up. We were both on 
our bellies behind a log, me with my rifle poised for a shot, 
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IN SPITE OF US. 


Dad with his field glasses scanning the fringe of the forest 
and the huge natural meadow that was Bummer’s Flats. We 
both had elk tags in our pockets so that when the brown 
beast wandered into the forest fringe at last light, we were 
both more than willing to convert our deer hunt into an 
elk hunt. 

“Bummer!” said Dad. “We almost shot a horse.” 

“You mean, I almost shot a horse,” I said. “Thanks Dad. 
No telling how much time I would have had to serve in 
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continued on page 49 
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Possibilities Lie Before Us 


SOMETHING HAPPENED AT THIS YEAR’S ASSEMBLY. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


ev. Ruth Houtby writing 

in the Record two years 

ago shared her impres- 
sions of the 136th General Assembly 
in Sydney, N.S.: “Is our vision so lim- 
ited? Are we so fraught with worry and 
control that we are unable to act? What 
are we trying to preserve? When do we 
let the Holy Spirit set a new course? Do 
we allow the movement of the Spirit 
among us at assembly?” 

After last year’s assembly in London, 
Ont., Rev. Glen Davis expressed these 
thoughts in the Record: “If there was 
one issue at this assembly that defined 
the struggle that we find ourselves in 
as a denomination, it was the lack of a 
comprehensive vision for the church, 
which prevents us from setting clear 
priorities and leaves us stuck with a 
national structure that claims to give 
priority to the needs of congregations 
but is built on an anachronistic 
Christendom model that is no longer 
suitable in a post-Christendom era.” 

These are identity crisis statements, 
and there are many others just like 
them across the pages of this magazine 
from over the years, capturing an 
institution in flux. We are not the 
church we once were, for a myriad of 
reasons, the greatest of which is simply 
that the Spirit is not static. For many 
years now we have been poking away 
at this change. Four years ago we re- 
affirmed the uniqueness of Christ; to 
Say, we're not sure where we’re headed 
but let us not forget our roots. Three 
years ago we began conversation 
around the role of laity in the church. 
Last year we asked for a renewed vision 
statement. All dramatic attempts to 
address a growing anxiety. 


4 July/August 2012 Presbyterian Record 


49 


We are not the church 
we once were, for 
a myriad of reasons, 
the greatest of which 
is simply that the 
Spirit is not static 


But something happened this 
year that gives me hope. I can’t put 
my finger on what it was, but there 
were two moments that capture that 
sensibility. Both of these moments 
were organic, bubbling from the 
assembly floor; neither was planned 
ahead of time. One involved taking 
time during a business meeting to 
reflect on the message that was coming 
through the pre-business worship. 

Worship at General Assembly 
is always powerful, but for some 
mysterious reason what commissioners 
were experiencing in worship this 
year—around the assembly theme of 
On the Edge, based on Joshua 3:1-17— 
was intersecting with what they were 


doing the rest of the day. (You can 
read Rev. Dr. Emily Bisset’s inaugural 
sermon on the theme at presbyterian. 
ca/webfm_send/7063. The others were 
also fantastic; hers is the only one 
available to read.) 

Bisset captured the anxiety of 
the church and its longing: “As a 
denomination, we are on the edge. 
God is on the move. The burning 
question for us as we go about our 
business ... is what ... possibilities lie 
before us, if we were willing to get 
our feet wet, and take that first step?” 

The other moment perhaps responds 
to Bisset’s question, and also echoes 
Houtby’s and Davis’s concerns from 
previous years. Rev. Dr. Clyde Ervine 
received an ovation from the assembled 
for making a motion for the church 
to give “priority to the reimagining 
and renewal of congregations.” (His 
preamble can be found in the minutes 
at presbyterian.ca/webfm_send/7076.) 

Stopping to pray, to worship, 
to reflect, and then to affirm the 
importance of congregational deve- 
lopment for the future of the church, 
is a turning away from anxiety to an 
affirmation of basic principles. It is 
not mired in ideological warfare. 
Ervine calls it “a radical reorientation 
of our priorities.” But, I think of it 
as a bold step towards the vision we 
have been seeking. We are in Christ; 
sisters and brothers who gather to 
praise. Everything else—community, 
justice, theology, mission, money— 
flows from what teaching elders, like 
Bisset and Ervine, ruling elders, like 
half the commissioners at assembly, 
and other laity, like me, do every 
day, especially on Sundays. @ 
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A Biased Article 
Re Life on the Farm, April 

I was quite dismayed to read the 
very biased article regarding migrant 
workers in Ontario. 

I doubt anyone would deny that 
there are problems within the program. 
Your article cites some specifics. What 
your article does not mention is the 
fact that most farmers have never asked 
their workers to do what they have not 
done themselves around the farm. It 
also ignores the numerous cases where 
farmers have gone far beyond what is 
expected in order to make life better 
for their workers. 

The congregation of St. Andrew’s, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ont., has part- 
nered with a United Church in Jamaica 
to provide ministry to children in a 
very poor part of the island. This began 
as a result of our connections with the 
migrant workers program. 

Those Christian farmers who 
quietly serve the Lord by making life 
as fair and rewarding as possible for 
the migrant workers have heard their 
church imply that they simply don’t 
measure up. I believe the Lord would 
disagree. 

BARB MCGALE, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ONT. 


Letters — 


write to us 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. EMAIL US 
YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS ISSUE TO: 
LETTERS@PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


Deconstructing the Foundation 
Re A Dialogue of Love, May 

Thank you for this needed and 
courageous editorial. The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada needs to have this 
conversation. 

Preaching should help _ people 
interpret and apply the Bible’s teach- 
ing to modern everyday life. Doctrinal 
harangues will not reach today’s 
people. The demographics of many 
Presbyterian churches indicate that we 
have not been communicating with 
the last three generations. We have 
deconstructed the foundation and 
inevitable collapse is in the near future. 
It is easy to point to secular society on 
the outside as the cause. However, the 
institutional baggage of the church is 
perhaps a greater factor. 

ANDREW MITCHELL, ONLINE COMMENT 


Men Suffer and are Victimized 
Re The Steel Shell of Silence and 
Supporting Survivors, May 
Having lost two friends, as well as 
co-workers in both the U.S. and Canada 
to suicide, I found the articles on the 
subject by Elizabeth Slump and Rev. Alan 
Stewart provided important insights. 
The overwhelming majority of > 
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the Condition 


suicides are by men, as Stewart points 
out, but too often this fact is unknown 
or ignored. “We live in a society that 
refuses to see that men suffer or could 
be victimized,” he says, and he is abso- 
lutely right. 

In a July 2009 Associated Press 
article, Guy Namie, director of the 
Workplace Bullying Institute, said that 
in our unfriendly economy, workers 
believe they have no choice but to put 
up with workplace harassment and 
to continue to endure verbal abuse, 
humiliation, career sabotage, intimida- 
tion, and out-and-out bullying. 

Politicians condemn the post-war 
generation and seniors as a drain on 


the nation’s resources, erroneously 
believing that the categories of 
‘taxpayers’ and ‘seniors’ are mutually 
exclusive. The community begins 
to regard those pushed into early 
retirement with contempt, and the 
resulting decline in self-image among 
many is precipitous, contributing to 
depression among the elderly. 

PAUL STRICKLAND, PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


Christian Acts of Kindness 

The many acts of kindness I felt 
during my graduation from the Ewart 
Centre for Lay Education at Knox 
College are a wellspring of Christian 
love. This love was manifested to 
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me—a 77-year-old now walking witha 
cane—from the warm smiles and hugs 
I received upon arrival from co-coor- 
dinator Susan Sheridan, to chairs 
offered to me in lines for pictures and 
our entrance to Convocation Hall. 
Principal Dorcas Gordon brought 
the certificate presentation group 
down the platform stairs to present 
certificates to lay education graduates 
in the aisle because I had stumbled 
and almost crashed coming down 
the stairs with my cane at the after- 
noon rehearsal. Christian love was 
everywhere. An arm was offered as 
I climbed the stairs. A South Korean 
family member of a graduate gave me 
a bouquet of flowers. A young South 
Korean appeared out of nowhere 
holding an umbrella over my head as 
I walked to convocation rehearsal in 
the pouring rain. A colleague and her 
teenage daughter travelled to convo- 
cation to help me celebrate. 

We hear so much about declining 
attendance of the church these days. 
May 9 at Knox Convocation was filled 
with the unconditional love of Christ. 
It’s bursting the walls and pouring out 
into Canada and the world through 
these graduates. Just think, this whole 
story started 2012 years ago with God 
in Jesus and 12 disciples. Just think 
what these 45 graduates can do in the 
next century. 

CATHERINE WALTON, ST. CATHARINES, ONT. 


A Serious Spiritual Problem 
Re Notions of Faith, Letters, June 

Mr. Mitchell states that Dr. Scott’s 
April article, Sola Fide, carries on an 
overly __intellectualized _nitpicking 
about outdated theological differences. 
Unfortunately, he does not offer any 
evidence that these debates are no 
longer relevant. It seems hard to believe 
that people today do not struggle with 
guilt over their own wrongdoings. This 
is part of the universal human condi- 
tion and it requires an answer. 

The theological nitpicking that Sola 
Fide is all about is really not nitpicking 
at all. It’s trying to summarize a real 
answer to a very serious spiritual and 


psychological problem. And it is a 
problem that all human beings must 
come to terms with in their lives. One 
would hope that those within the 
church, those with God’s answer to 
this problem, could acknowledge it. 
ANDREW FULFORD, VIA EMAIL 


Grief, Shame but Not Guilt 
Re ‘Unfit Mother’ Speaks Up, June 

The true horror is that society 
and good church people didn’t want 
to accept us unless we presented 
ourselves as they found acceptable, 
without child. 

I don’t have guilt—it is society and 
the good churchgoing people who 
should have guilt for not supporting 
us. I have shame—because that is what 
a good churchgoing social worker 
placed on me. She was a founding 
member of an Anglican church and a 
Stephen Ministries councillor. I have 
grief because I lost my children to 
adoption. We were not supported and 
social workers and churches aided 
and abetted in the crime of separat- 
ing us from our children. 

‘Don’t you want the best for your 
child?’ We were told. ‘Well that’s two 
parents.’ 

I said no. Instead I was told, ‘No, 
you can’t keep your children—they 
will be called bastards.’ Isn’t that 
wrong? Why didn’t they know it was 
wrong 40 years ago? 

WENDY CRUMLEY, ONLINE FROM 
SASKATCHEWAN 


As a single mother, member of Knox, 
Toronto, and returning seminarian 
at Knox College, it is one of my 
greatest hopes that we as a church can 
begin developing a system/process 
to provide (most importantly) 
spiritual and congregational support 
to all families who are experiencing 
family trauma; and, also to develop 
tangible programs which will help 
them process their guilt and grief— 
and assist them in dealing with the 
dark corridors of the family legal 
courts. We are called to walk with 
widows and orphans. And, in our 
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society, most of these ones are those 
who have experienced the horrific 
devastation of family brokenness. | 
would love to be a part of building 
a resource/support network — for 
the mothers (and fathers) who 
struggle to raise their children in 
our faith, while dealing with the 
soul-stealing personal, financial, 
legal catastrophes caused by the 
breakdown of our families. 

KANDACE KEITHLEY, ONLINE COMMENT 


Africa Needs Educated Clergy 
Re International Ministries 
Reconsidered, May 

My recent experience visiting our 
mission partners in Malawi tells me 
that one of the greatest needs in the 
global church is educated clergy. My 
visit to Zomba Theological College, 
where pastors of the Church of Central 
Africa Presbyterian are trained, was 
enlightening. The phrase used by one 
of the Malawian professors there was 
that the CCAP clergy presence was a 
mile wide and an inch deep, mean- 
ing that while there are many, many 
CCAP congregations in Malawi, there 
is a lack of properly trained clergy to 
lead them. 

The PCC is helping with the 
appointment last year of Rev. Dr. Todd 
Statham as a lecturer at ZTC. Todd is 
now one of only two lecturers at ZTC 
with doctoral training, and the other 
is leaving soon for another posting. 

ZTC_ does struggle financially, 
as do our own theological colleges 
from time to time, but the absence 
of a highly educated professorial staff 
to develop an educated clergy is the 
greater Crisis. 

COLIN CARMICHAEL, ONLINE COMMENT 


online extra 


LETTERS HAVE BEEN EDITED 
to allow more voices to be shared. 
The full text is on our website. 

Let the conversation continue. 
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Evangel Hall Mission 


Urgently needed 
items for summer 


Please help us as we are in most 
urgent need of the following items 
to serve our participants at ehm. 


Over the summer, our canned food 
donations start to diminish as the 
need for food items and sundries 

continues to grow. 


Due to the increase in people who 
need our services, we are in urgent 
need of the following items so we 
can meet the Sa 


Food 
Canned vegetables 
Canned fruits 
Canned Baked Beans 
Kraft Dinner 
Dried Pasta 
Pasta Sauce 
Rice 
Peanut Butter 
Coffee 


Personal Necessities 
Shampoo and Conditioner 


Disposable Razors, Deodorant 
Sunscreen 


Feminine Products, Lip Balms 
Toothpaste and Toothbrushes 
Individual packages of Tissues 


Thank you so much for your support. 
You have helped to bring hope into 
many people’s lives. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 


552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR-0001 
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A Word of Hope 


REF ee MONS ONS OSHUARS ae} 


n the last day of 
General Assembly, 
five people from 
across the coun- 
try shared their reflections on two 
questions: What does it look like for 
the church to be on the edge of new 
possibilities? And, what does it look 
like for church to take those first steps 
into the crossing? 
Here are a few excerpts from those 
presentations: 


Corrie Stewart, elder, 
St. Andrew’s, Sydney Mines, N.S.: 

[To many] elders, being on the edge 
means looking for sustainability ... 
keeping the church building open 
in the face of declining attendance, 
significantly aging congregations 
and financial pressures. I think first 
of all, that is the challenge. How do 
we change minds to understand that 
being on the edge is not about fear 
and looking for ways to survive? It is 
about defining possibilities to engage 
God’s mission—not our mission—and 
participate in God’s mission in the 
world in the places and times that we 
find ourselves. 


Ivan MacLean, young adult 
representative from Tyne Valley, P.E.L.: 

I came to Christ when someone 
showed me a real, living example of 
what it means to live for Christ. This 
individual let down the walls, 
revealed their imperfections and 
showed me how Christ made them 
whole. ... I think we need to have the 
same levels of transparency in our con- 
gregations. ... How are we supposed 
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to be able to pray for each other as a 
church when nobody knows what 
anyone is struggling with? How can 
we build a strong community that will 
make other people want to be a part of 
it? I think at the heart of it is love. 


In order to recognize 
that we are on the 
edge, we have to 
recognize that there 
IS -Pesome eared Of 
opportunity just 
outside our usual 
experience and our 
comfort zone 


Rev. Karen Dimock, 
Morningside-High Park, Toronto: 

In scripture, God has given us a 
word of hope over and over again. 

... When they stand on the edge of 
the Jordan, there are only two things 
between the Israelites and the Promised 
Land. There’s the river and there’s fear. 
Because stepping into the river is to 
step into difficult places. It’s to begin 
to have difficult conversations. It’s to 
begin to surrender ourselves to be chal- 
lenged, to be disturbed, to really listen 
to one another. And it’s to accept that 
we are going to be changed. 


Susan Mattinson, student representative, 
Vancouver School of Theology: 
In order to recognize that we are on 


the edge, we have to recognize that 
there is ... some area or opportunity 
just outside our usual experience and 
our comfort zone. We can make a 
choice and leave our comfort zone and 
enter the comfort zone of another. We 
can invite the other into our comfort 
zone, Or we can meet them somewhere 
in the middle. ... A church on the edge 
of new possibilities looks like a church 
that is intrigued by the other rather 
than fearful of the other. A genuine 
and deliberate desire to know people, 
particularly people who are different 
from ourselves, opens the doors to a 
rich and varied church community. 


Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 
Presbyterian College, Montreal: 

I don’t think we should underes- 
timate that when we’re going to do 
something new—when we're going 
take steps into the future in a new 
way—anxiety is going to be part of 
that experience. 

It does something important for us. 
It draws us into dependence on God. ... 
If we want to learn what it means to be 
a church on the edge, we have to learn 
what it means to be a church that’s 
dependent on God. Because we're 
going to be fearful. Believe me. ... And 
we see it in the scriptures. How many 
times do we hear that phrase: “Do not 
be afraid”? Why does God keep say- 
ing that? I think it’s because they’re 
afraid. | don’t know if that’s good bibli- 
cal scholarship or not, but that’s how I 
read it. And the answer is to draw back 
into relationship with God. & 


The full transcripts of these reflections 
can be found on presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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Prince Charles learns how to use a turntable at UforChange, a six-month arts program for new Canadians and low-income youth. 


He visited Evergreen Youth Centre and Yonge Street Mission in May during his royal tour. 


Walter McLean Honoured 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER AND RETIRED MP CALLED A‘SHINING MODEL. BY SETH VEENSTRA 


PRESBYTERIAN minister and former MP, 
Rev. Walter McLean was presented the 
Distinguished Service Award by the 
Canadian Association of Former Parlia- 
mentarians on June 4. 

The peer-nominated award 
recognized McLean’s contributions to 
parliament and his continued work in 
the “promotion of education, human 
rights and parliamentary democracy in 
Canada and abroad.” 

“Walter is a shining model for 
people who enter public life and 
continue to serve well after their term,” 
said Leo Duguay, president of the CAFP. 

McLean served for 14 years as a 


Progressive Conservative MP, repre- 
senting Waterloo, Ont. Prior to his 
career in politics, McLean was the 
minister of Knox, Waterloo. 

“T never left the ministry. I had a 
ministry in parliament,” McLean told 
the Record. 

He served as Minister of Immigra- 
tion, Secretary of State for Canada and 
a member of Canada’s delegation to 
the United Nations. He also served on 
many foreign policy committees, often 
focusing on human rights in Africa. 

After retiring in 1993, his passion 
for African affairs, ministry and _ poli- 
tics continued. He serves as Honourary 


Consul in Canada for Namibia, minister 
in association at Knox, Waterloo, and 
remains engaged in political life. 

In his acceptance speech McLean 
said he envisions “former parliamen- 
tarians coming in beside those who are 
nurturing ... qualities [of faith, love, 
compassion, human understanding 
and sympathy] ... and will continue to 
do my part. 

“It is these qualities of the human 
spirit that always have, and always will, 
make the difference. They determine 
the outcome.” & 


Seth Veenstra is the Record’s staff writer. 
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Community News 


Elders of Montreal Chinese pose with a newly dedicated communion table. It was purchased with funds given to the late James Wing 
by the Canadian government as part of a formal apology. Wing’s father was forced to pay a head tax to bring him to Canada as a boy. 


Communion Table 
Memorializes Chinese 
immigrants 

MONTREAL CHINESE PRESBYTERIAN 
dedicated a communion table on June 3 
in memory of Chinese immigrants who 
paid head taxes to the government in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

The table, crafted from black wal- 
nut and Quebec cherry wood, was 
commissioned by Dr. Simon Wing us- 
ing funds from the estate of his late fa- 
ther, James Wing. 

In 1923, Simon Wing’s grandfather 
paid a $500 head tax to bring a young 
James to Canada. Taxing Chinese im- 
migrants earned the government $23 
million from 1885 to 1923, when it 
passed the Chinese Immigration Act 
(also called the Chinese Exclusion Act) 
and restricted Chinese immigration. 
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“Most of the estate came from the 
symbolic government payment,” said 
Wing, referring to the $20,000 his fa- 
ther received along with an official 
apology. “I wanted do something that 
was long lasting and would symbolize 
my father.” 

As a church member, his father 
served as an elder for over 40 years 
and taught English classes to newcom- 
ers. AS a spokesperson, he called the 
government to account for its unjust 
policies and reminded Canadians of a 
darker time in their history. 

“The communion table links to 
both these things,” said Wing. “The 
table reminds people of our long his- 
tory. Our ups and downs. It reminds 
people God has been faithful to us. He 
has kept us going. He is with us.” 

This year marks the 65th anniversary 


of the Chinese Immigration Act being 
repealed. It also marks the fifth anniver- 
sary of the apology issued by the gov- 
ernment. # —SV 


2011 Moderator Chairs 
Hospital Board 

REV. DR. RICK HORST, moderator of 
the 137th General Assembly, has be- 
come chair of the board of directors 
at the Royal Regional Health Centre 
in Barrie, Ont. 

Horst, who completed his year as 
moderator on June 3, took on the posi- 
tion June 19. He previously served the 
board as treasurer and then vice chair. 

“T believe clergy should have strong 
community partnerships outside the 
church,” said Horst. His congregation 
at St. Andrew’s, Barrie, has given their 
pastor their full support. # —SV 
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Prayer Breakfast Supports 
Government Officials 

ON MAY 31, the Fairmont Royal York 
Hotel in Toronto hosted the Ontario 
Prayer Breakfast, an event to support lo- 
cal and provincial government officials. 

In attendance was Rev. Will In- 
gram, a longtime planning team mem- 
ber and minister at St. Andrew’s King 
Street, Toronto. 

Chad Bark, an elder from Glen- 
view, Toronto, also attended with 
Rev. Derek Macleod. He has attended 
nearly all of the 44 previous prayer 
breakfasts, initially with his father 
and then with his pastor following 
his dad’s death 10 years ago. 

Speaking at the event was Dr. Jane 
Philpott, daughter of Presbyterians 
Wally and Audrey Little. She spoke 
about suffering, both personal and 
worldwide, indicating a need for care 
and response in the face of increas- 
ing apathy. # —Miriam Smit 


Elders’ Institute 


St. Andrew’s Hall 


O 


O 


eldersinstitute 


TABLE MANNERS: 
PRESIDING AT 


Hoty COMMUNION 
Online Course 
The 138th General Assembly 
approved presbyteries commission- 
ing ruling elders or members of the 
Order of Diaconal Ministries to 
administer the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion under certain terms. 
This 3-week online course provides 
the required theological and practical 
training. 
November 12 — 30, 2012 
Instructor: Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris 
Registration Fee: only $50 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
1-866-794-8888 


Toll-Free: 


Presbytery Talks Theology 
IN A MOVE THAT HAS REFRAMED the 
business of their monthly meetings, 
the Presbytery of Westminster has 
made theological education an inte- 
gral part of their time together. 

In each meeting, a speaker presents 
a theological idea that informs the eve- 
ning’s discussions and the ministries 
of the churches represented. Speakers 
include members of the presbytery or 
leading theological experts who often 
address the group via Skype, a popular 
internet conferencing program. 

“Skyping” in speakers “makes great 


Community news (0 


resources available to us at a low rate,” 
said Rev. Dr. Richard Topping, a presby- 
ter and professor of studies in the Re- 
formed tradition at St. Andrew’s Hall. 
“We don’t have to fly somebody here.” 

According to Topping, the addition 
of theological education has “changed 
the nature of our discussions. It gives 
the meeting of presbytery a kind of 
theological context.” 

In June, Rev. Dr. Will Willimon, 
bishop of the United Methodist 
Church, spoke on how theology in- 
forms his work in rejuvenating the 
church in North Alabama. & —SV 


Summer Directory 


Visiting Victoria? 
Join us at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
downtown at Douglas and 
Broughton Streets 


Worship Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Wheelchair accessible 


Free public parking on Sundays 
in parkade behind church 


250-384-5734 
www.standrewsvictoria.ca 


Minister — Rev. Dr. lan Victor 
Assistant Minister — Rev. Jenn Geddes 
Pastoral Visitor — Rev. Dr. Arthur Currie 


Visiting the Lake Country in 
Saskatchewan? 


Join us at St. Paul's Presbyterian 
downtown Prince Albert 
60- 12th St. East 


Worship Sundays 11 a.m. 


Elevator access 
Free parking on Sundays 
Child care during service 
306-764-4771 
www.saintpaulspa.org 
Ainister - Rev. Dr. Sandy Scott — 


$¥. 


those visiting your area next summer 
at your church by placing an 
ir mmer Directory in 
g st issues. 


Visiting the Peace River Region? 


For those visiting the Peace River Region 
and the area surrounding the town of 
Chetwynd, B.C. this summer, we invite you to 
join us for regular Sunday worship and Sunday 
School at 10:00 a.m. Communion services are 
held the second Sunday of each month. 


Chetwynd Shared Ministry 
5200 Hillside Crescent 
Chetwynd, BC 
VOC 1J0 
250-788-9530 
chetshared.ministry@gmail.com 
Pastor: Rev. Marlene Peck 


Vacationing in Collingwood? 


First Presbyterian Church 
200 Maple Street 
Collingwood, ON L9Y 2R2 
705-445-4651 


Join us at First Presbyterian Church 
Third & Maple Streets 


Summer worship services - 10 a.m. 
Wheelchair accessible 
Children’s programs 
Friendly people 
VBC 


t our new website a 
escolli od 
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Our Daily Lay Ministry 


HOW ONE PRESBYTERIAN COUPLE REACHES THOUSANDS EVERY DAY. BY MIRIAM SMIT 


I walked through 
suburban St. Catha- 
S rines, Ont.,. it was 
strange to think that 


behind one of those doors lives a 
couple whose work reaches over 5,000 
Christians every day. 

Jung-Sook Song and Dr. Seh-Hoon 
met at elementary school in Seoul, 
South Korea. After getting married they 
immigrated to Buffalo in 1969, eventu- 
ally settling in London, Ont., with their 
four children. As a dietician and doc- 
tor respectively, both were eventually 
employed at Victoria Hospital. It was 
through the hospital that Jung-Sook 
Song discovered Our Daily Bread. 


All of us, together, can 
create a world 
filled with COMPASSION. 


bringing faith to life 


ay 


easons 


LECTIONARY RESOURCES 


for worship, faith formation, and service 


seasonsonline.ca 


Seasons Tie Spirit 
by WOOD LAKE PUBLISHING INC. 
1.800.663.2775 
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Our Daily Bread has become a staple 
devotional since its inception in 1956. 
It is distributed to churches, hospitals 
and care facilities worldwide. To ac- 
complish this it is translated into over 
40 languages by a series of volunteers 
throughout the United States and Can- 
ada. Placed in healthy piles throughout 
waiting rooms and lounges in Victoria 
Hospital, copies were available to pa- 
tients and visitors alike. 


What started with three 
elders and a 200-person 
distribution has grown 
to include nearly 5,500 
regular subscriptions 
worldwide 


Mrs. Song found that those patients 
who read the devotional regularly 
were getting better faster. Intrigued she 
picked up a copy for herself. Despite en- 
joying the text for its content, the two 
faced difficulty because English is their 
second language. Realizing this prob- 
lem would exist for many other im- 
migrants, especially in an increasingly 
Korean church, the two sought out a 
solution to this problem. 

Teaming up with a third elder from 
their church, they attended in 1983 
the regular convention of RBC Minis- 
tries, which publishes the devotional. 
There they asked to translate the text 
into Korean. 

A slight hitch came with the presen- 
tation of this document. RBC Ministries 
had initially wanted them to create an 
exclusively Korean version of each text 
to be distributed among Korean speak- 
ers. However, the Songs wanted each 
text to be presented in both Korean and 


English. As it would be distributed pri- 
marily in Canada, the two believed the 
majority of their readership would be 
immigrants like themselves. The use of 
both languages would allow those read- 
ers to not only access the devotions, 
but also practice English, especially the 
English of worship at the same time. 
This was eventually accepted and the 
group began their translation. 

What started with three elders 
and a 200-person distribution has 
grown to include nearly 5,500 regular 
subscriptions worldwide. Today the 
translations are handled by a church 
in the United States, however the dis- 
tribution is still handled by many of 
the original founders—a group that 
has grown to nine members. Meeting 
every three months to repackage cases 
of devotionals for redistribution, the 
group sings hymns and tells stories 
among themselves. 

In addition, meetings are also of- 
ten held to host missionaries and 
speakers, as well as additional mis- 
sion projects of their own. These can 
include shipping commentaries and 
Bibles abroad, or even shipping the 
printing press itself. Additionally, 
Jung-Sook Song now writes her own 
devotions and faith reflections, both 
in Korean and English. 

Despite the contribution of this lay 
ministry, the two remain extremely 
humble about their part in it. They re- 
mained quick to thank those elders and 
translators who helped, as well as RBC 
Publishing itself. All the while they re- 
galed me with stories of their children 
and grandchildren’s accomplishments. 

In their perspective, this act of min- 
istry and care was self-evident and its 
continuation equally so. @ 


Miriam Smit is the Record’s 
summer intern. 
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Letter from CANHAVE 


Letter from... news 


Supporting Education in Uganda 


A SMALL CHARITY FOR AIDS ORPHANS HAS GROWN IN SIZE AND SCOPE. BY JAN SHERIDAN 


hoever welcomes a little 
child like this in my 
name welcomes me. 
(Matthew 18:5) 

What began as a small registered 
charity—initiated by Caroline Nakay- 
enga at Parkwood, Ottawa—to help a 
few AIDS orphans in Uganda is now 
sponsoring 60 school-aged children. 

Canadians Helping AIDS Victims 
with Education has built a vocational 
school, offers scholarship support to 
promising graduates and has become a 
beacon of hope for children who have 
lost parents to this devastating disease. 

The charity is expanding thanks 
solely to dedicated volunteers: both 
the fundraising group in Canada and 
an increasingly involved group of 
volunteers in Uganda. 

They work together to select and 
support children who have either been 
left to fend for themselves in child- 
headed households or share homes 
with relatives or friends. 

In response to a heartfelt plea 
from Peter Kafeero, one of our first 
graduates who desperately wanted to 
learn a skill so he could become self- 
supporting, CANHAVE raised funds to 
build a vocational training school on 
land donated by Ugandans. The seven- 
acre property in Kisubi, a community 
about 30 km south of Kampala, was 
officially opened in February 2008. 

Since then, with the assistance of 
the Brothers of Christian Instruction 
(a nearby Catholic group started by a 
Canadian), the vocational school has 
developed courses in catering, sewing 
and tailoring, carpentry and joinery, 
computer skills and hairstyling. Soon 
courses in agricultural and fish farming 
will be offered. Thanks to generous 
donors, a well has been built to serve 
the village and school, and a dormi- 
tory for girls is under construction. 
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Isaac Jjingo, a CANHAVE-supported student, with Joseph Kabali, CANHAVE’s Ugandan 
coordinator. Isaac hopes to take science at university. 


Once more tuition-paying students 
can be accommodated the school will 
be able to support itself. 

After 18 years, CANHAVE has 
many graduates, providing wonderful 
role models for the younger children. 
The “pioneers” (or first graduates) are 
all using their special talents to give 
back to the CANHAVE community. 

Catherine Namazzi, who became 
head of her family while she was 
still in primary school, assisted in 
the school’s office and now teaches 
computer basics, while taking business 
administration courses at university. 

Joseph Mawanda, who discovered 
artistic talents after CANHAVE gave 
him coloured pencils one Christmas, 
provides increasingly sophisticated 
drawings that are reproduced and sold 
to raise money. He now has a govern- 
ment scholarship for a_ three-year 


course in arts and industrial design. 

Robert Kiyaga, who signed his many 
letters of thanks as “future doctor,” 
unfortunately contracted malaria 
during his final year of school and was 
unable to gain an entrance scholarship 
to study medicine at Makarera Univer- 
sity. He has enrolled in a medical tech- 
nician’s course instead. He is already 
using his newly acquired knowledge 
to serve the community during the 
summer months. 

And Peter Kafeero has taught 
carpentry and joinery classes at the 
vocational school and is now working 
toward a civil engineering diploma at 
St. Joseph’s Technical Institute. 

All their letters are overflowing with 
gratitude and praise to the Lord. & 


Jan Sheridan is a CANHAVE volunteer 
and an elder at Parkwood, Ottawa. 
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™) news The Other Six Days 


We Need 
to Repent 


KITSCH 

Teen Rebecca Black’s YouTube sensation “Friday” had 
167 million hits and was widely dubbed “the worst song 
ever made.” It contains such clever lyrics as “Yesterday 
was Thursday. Today is Friday. We-we-we so excited.” And 
“Tomorrow is Saturday and Sunday comes afterwards.” So 
it was only a matter of time before some church thought it 
could be “relevant” by creating its own knock-off version of 
the song. So if like everyone else you thought Friday was 

| the worst song to ever exist, get ready for “Sunday.” 

| [ENW@ Search youtube.com for “worst religious song 

| ever” 


CLOTHES 

ChurchGurl apparel is an interesting little company created 
by a Christian singer and former backup vocalist for early 
90s rapper MC Hammer. On the website, founder Michelle 
Peters writes, “l am a firm believer that it is imperative 

for ChurchGurls to be sassy, savvy and saved.” In addition 
to her music career and clothing line, Peters is also the 
music director at Victory Baptist in Oakland, California. 
The clothes are simple; each shirt comes with ChurchGur| 
printed on it. Strangely, you can also buy a belly shirt and 
undies. Hey I’m not judging ... Christians need underpants 
| too. WWJD shirts sold ... why not ChurchGurl? 


churchgurl.com 


FOOD 

Food For Life has a goal to sell healthy, natural food to 
consumers, inspired by the scriptures. They make pasta, 
| breads of all kinds (including yeast free and gluten 

| free) and even a new selection of “vegan meats” like 
Cluckphrey. Products are stamped with Ezekiel 4:9 which 
reads “Take also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, 
and lentils, and millet, and spelt, and put them in one 
vessel, and make bread of it.” 

foodforlife.com 
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MUSIC 

Brian “Head” Welch is co-founder of the infamously hard 
nu-Metal pioneer band Korn. He is an accomplished 
musician and was even ranked #26 on Guitar World’s list 
of metal guitarists. Like him or hate him, Head has a very 
unique sound. That’s exactly what | expect from his new 
solo album being released later this year. And if his teaser 
song “Chemicals” (released last month) is any indication 
it’s going to be pretty good. But why the solo career when 
Korn rakes in the big bucks? Well ... fed up with drugs and 
alcohol and determined to raise his daughter in a drug-free 
environment Brian, desperate and suicidal, turned to Christ 
instead. After becoming a Christian, Brain left Korn, got 
clean, wrote a book and went out on his own. 

Video: Search youtube.com for “Brian Welch 
Chemicals” 

Book: Search Amazon.com for “Save Me from Myself” 


THE LORD’S SUPPER? 

In the past few years some new ‘versions’ of the Eucharist 
have been popping up. First there was the U2carist where 
the entire liturgy of the Eucharist revolved around songs 

by the band U2. Later there was the very odd Pirate- 
Eucharist. And now ... it’s Dr. Seuss’ turn! You heard 

right! Seusscharist is the official Eucharist celebration for 
Episcopal churches in the United States transposed into 
“Seuss Speak.” The service was developed in the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Here’s a little piece taken from 
the Confession portion: 

“God, we have wronged you 

And we need to say boo-hoo 

For the things we did and didn’t do 

We are not content, we want to repent 

One hundred per cent.” 
episcopalpgh.org/seusscharist-at-calvary 


Rev. Brad Childs is minister at First, Regina. 
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Barb Summers and Glenn Inglis 


PWS&D Staffer Moves to 
Communications 
THE LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY 


announced Barb Summers will become 
its associate secretary of Communi- 
cations. She is currently communica- 
tions co-ordinator with Presbyterian 
World Service and Development and 
will transition into her new contract 
position on Sept. 4. 

“Barb consistently strives to craft 
innovative communications _ that 
convey solid, engaging information 
as effectively as possible,” the LMA 
said in a press release. “She strives to 
build relationships with all whom she 
encounters and speaks with passion 
and conviction. She is a skilled com- 
municator—hard working, driven and 
energetic with an unquenchable sense 


of optimism.” 

Summers has experience writing, 
editing and producing materials for 
print, web and video, managing social 
media accounts and speaking at chur- 
ches, workshops and special events. 

In her new role, she said she hopes 
to share the story of the church as 
widely as possible. 

“There are so many reasons why 
I am proud to be a Presbyterian in 
Canada,” she said. “I am thrilled to 
have the opportunity to serve the 
church in the role of associate secre- 
tary, Communications.” 

Summers replaces former associate 
secretary Colin Carmichael, who left the 
position on June 1. ® —Connie Wardle 


they prefer the printed version. 


either version of the magazine. 


And have a wonderful summer! 


Yours sincerely, 


Publisher’s Note 


In my spring appeal letter to readers last month, | mentioned the Record’s 
plans to launch a digital version of the magazine in the coming months. 
| want to assure you that the digital magazine will be offered in 
addition to the print version of the publication. 

Many readers have said they would prefer to receive a digital 
magazine. Others have reminded me that they do not own a computer or 


With the Record, you can have your cake and eat it too! You will be 
able to subscribe to either the print or the digital magazine—or both. And 


we will continue to publish material on our website that you won't find in 


In the meantime, | hope you will continue to be part of the 
conversation in the Presbyterian Church found in the pages of the Record. 


David Harris, Publisher & Editor 
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Thank you for your 
love expressed in your 
prayers and in your 
donations. 
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The Future of a. 
International Ministries 


REV. DR. RON WALLACE ON THE CHANGING FACE OF WORLDWIDE MISSIONS. 


BY CONNIE WARDLE 


Rev. Dr. Ron Wallace (right) poses with Mary Beth McLean, Rev. Dr. Paul McLean and Rev. Te-Chien (Andrew) Chang, general 
secretary of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, as they celebrate the publication of the complete Bible in Hakka. 


ev. Dr. Ron Wallace has 
been a missionary, a pastor 
and an associate secretary 
of the national church. 
He spent six years working with the 
Korean Church in Japan, two decades 
with congregations in Ontario, and 
nine years at the helm of Interna- 
tional Ministries. He retired from that 
position in June. 
The Record sat down with Wallace 
to discuss international missions today, 
tomorrow and in the future. 
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ON MISSION IN THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN CANADA TODAY: 

There’s been an attrition, of course, 
in membership in mainline churches in 
North America over the past 50 years, 
including the PCC, and that’s had 
an impact on the bottom line at the 
national level. 

In the 1960s we probably would 
have had 60 [missionary] units in the 
field; now we’re lucky to have 10 or 12 
units of missionaries in the field. Then 
we have part-timers or missionaries 


who are supported by our partners 
rather than supported by us. So the 
number we actually support full-time 
has dropped very significantly. 

And the other demographic—in 
the West, at least—has been short-term 
missions and the explosion of mission 
at the congregational level through 
mission trips and so on. ... | think that’s 
part of the success of mission, in a way, 
in the Presbyterian Church. At one 
time almost all mission was done at the 
national level. ... In the modern world 
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we have modern communications and 
modern travel. And it’s inevitable—if 
you really interest people in mission, 
they're going to want to do more than 
just send the money. They’re going to 
want to get personally engaged. 

We have a church that is much 
more engaged as a whole church with 
ongoing mission work than it was in 
the past. I think that’s a good thing. 
The church in the future, I think, will 
be more engaged in facilitating that. 

There are problems with it, of 
course, but there were problems with 
the old model, too. There are problems 
with every model of mission and I don’t 
like to criticize the way other people do 
mission. ... We need to be flexible and 
open and realize that we live in very 
quickly changing times. 


ON THE FUTURE OF MISSIONARIES: 

In 1900, four of every five Christians 
were Europeans or of European decent. 
By the time we get to 2050, over half of 
all the Christians in the world will be in 
the Global South and East. 

You have a situation now where 
there are twice as many Presbyterians in 
Korea alone than there are in the whole 
of North America. This tremendous dif- 
ference in the church is part of the suc- 
cess of missions. 

But although missions have been a 
great success overseas, we have this phe- 
nomenon of secularization in the West. 
You have countries like Sweden where 
only four per cent of the population at- 
tend church on a Sunday morning. If 
you go to Copenhagen or London on a 
Sunday morning, over half of the peo- 
ple who are in church are migrants from 
other countries who are working there. 

The same thing is happening in 
Canada. There’s a decline in mainline 
churches’ membership. But at the same 
time, I understand in the last census it 
was the first time in many decades that 
there has been an increase in the number 
of people going to church in Toronto; al- 
most all of that has to do with the fact 
that Toronto has a lot of people coming 
in from the Global South and East. It’s 
not that people who are of European > 
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and Service | 


For 65 years, our church has been actively working to support the world’s most 
vulnerable and marginalized people through PWS&D’s development and relief 
projects. 


Thanks to your generous prayers and gifts, we’ve helped people like Wukji from 
Pakistan. When a severe food crisis hit Wukji’s rural village, rising food prices and 
water shortages made it extremely difficult for him to feed his family, even despite 
pulling his son from school to save money. 


“We have seen a change in our lives!” 


Wukiji received high quality, drought-resistant seeds and training on how to use 
organic fertilizer to grow more food as part of a PWS&D-supported program in his 
area. “Farmers in my village have increased their yields,” he explains. “Prices are 
indeed rising but we are saving more money now.” 


Wukji’s family now has enough food to eat. He purchased two goats to increase his 
income and happily enrolled his son back in school. Wukji and many other families 
in the community have significantly improved their ability to overcome food 
shortages and rising costs. 


Thank you for your faithful support of PWS&D! Together we continue to build 
brighter futures of hope and opportunity for our brothers and sisters around the 


50 Wynford Dr., Toronto ON M3C 1)7 
1-800-619-7301, ext. 291 
www. presbyterian.ca/pwsd 


Presbyterian World Service 
65 & Development 
years 


vj Yes! | want to help continue this important work! 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 
Name: 
Address: 
Email: 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 
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With the growth of churches in the South and East, they’re beginning to do their 
own theologizing. In the 21st and 22nd centuries, probably some of the greatest 
theologians in the church will be Africans and Asians 


origin have gone back to church—so 
many dropped away during the 60s and 
after—it’s because of immigration. 

And when I travel I see that change. 
I was in Young Nak Presbyterian 
Church in Seoul, for example. It was 
a church that I was at in 1979, when 
I was a missionary—lI was sent there to 
learn some Korean. And I taught Eng- 
lish Bible classes there for nine months. 
It was founded in 1945 by refugees 
from North Korea—25 people meeting 
in a tent. Now that church has about 
60,000 members today. ... | went back 
and saw a Sunday school class; at 3:00 
on a Sunday afternoon, there was a 
boy’s class of 1,300 teenagers. ... 

It’s exciting to see this kind of thing. 
To see how the church is thriving in 
some parts of the world and to see how 
it’s struggling in other parts where it’s 
persecuted—because there are a lot of 
places where we have mission where 
the church is persecuted. 


ON THE FUTURE OF INTERNATIONAL 
MINISTRIES: 

It depends on the future of the 
PCC, because you can’t have a strong 
and vibrant and exciting mission pro- 
gram overseas unless you have a strong 
and vibrant and exciting church at 
home. They go together. It’s because 
we haven’t had that at home that 
we've had the attrition of our mission 
work overseas. 

When I look at International Min- 
istries, for example, my budget for this 
year is $100,000 a year less than it was 
when | started. That was almost a de- 
cade ago. There’s also been 20-25 per 
cent inflation over the years so costs 
have gone up. That contributes to at- 
trition. Going forward, if we continue 
to lose membership as a church at the 
present rate—and every sign is saying 
we will—we’ll probably have less than 
70,000 members in 10 years. I don’t 
think we'll be able to keep the same 
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superstructure we have now; we'll have 
to adjust to these realities. And that’s 
going to be a hard process for the PCC 
because we don’t adjust to change too 
easily. It’s going to be a struggle, and 
we will do it with a certain amount of 
angst. It will mean in 10 years Interna- 
tional Ministries will look considerably 
different than it does now. 

It will probably be smaller in some 
ways. And I suspect down the road all 
our mission offices may be combined 
into one. We have three mission offices 
at the present time; I’m not sure that 
model will continue more than a de- 
cade into the future. 

It may be that in the future, we have 
fewer missionaries in the field and more 
involved in facilitating the mission of 
congregations. However, in order to 
facilitate the mission of congregations 
and the mission trips and internships 
and things we’re doing now, it is help- 
ful to have some people in the field ... 
Without long-term missionaries who 
know the culture and the language and 
the history and the background of the 
church and have the personal context 
and friendships, it’s harder to do those 
other things. 


ON THE FUTURE OF PARTNERSHIPS: 
Partnership is the model we try to 
work under. It’s hard to have partner- 
ship when you have disparities of pow- 
er, particularly when you have dispari- 
ties of financial power. It’s much easier 
to have a partnership among equals. So 
when you try to work in partnership, 
the churches in the Global South may 
have the numbers of believers, but the 
churches in the Global North still have 
the money. They still have the theolog- 
ical institutions. So people in the Glob- 
al South who want to do doctoral work 
want to go to the North to study. Even 
if there’s a university in Africa where 
they can go and get a PhD, if they can 
get it from Scotland or London or Can- 


ada or the United States they want to 
go there because there’s more prestige 
attached. ... 

With the growth of churches in the 
South and East, they’re beginning to 
do their own theologizing. In the 21st 
and 22nd centuries, probably some of 
the greatest theologians in the church 
will be Africans and Asians, and people 
from North America will want to go to 
universities in the Global South and 
East because that’s where the action is 
going to be theologically. 

Going forward this change is going 
to make an incredible difference. 

I’m optimistic about the future. I’m 
not completely optimistic about the 
present of the PCC. We have lots of 
problems and we’re not dealing with 
them really well; I think we have our 
heads in the sand a little bit about our 
problems. But we don’t know what to 
do. We don’t know how to proclaim 
the gospel in a credible way, a believ- 
able way, to a post-Christian genera- 
tion and the society we’re in. If we 
can’t do that, we can’t blame people 
for not responding. 

And again, there are a large num- 
ber of people coming from the Glob- 
al South to live in the Global North. 
They’re bringing their Christianity 
with them—which they got from our 
missionaries. They’re maybe now the 
third or fourth generation. They’re 
bringing it back, and they’re going to 
make an impact on our society, too. So 
maybe in the long term, this will be 
a means of re-Christianizing Canada. 
It won’t be because we in the Presby- 
terian Church have suddenly learned 
how to do it. But maybe those who 
had the privilege of being part of the 
chain of missionary work and faith 
and church-building will come back 
and return the favour. & 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s senior 
staff writer. 
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Credo—lI | be lieve. Our official statement of 


belief begins boldly with a chapter on its basic premise, the 
doctrine of God (theos-logos or theology). Because they are 
rooted in historical events, the three Abrahamic religions 
developed such creeds—Judaism’s Shema (Deuteronomy 
6:4; Jesus’ own creed, Mark 12:29-30), Christianity’s Apos- 
tles’ Creed, Islam’s Shahada, its first pillar of faith. 

Living Faith, our official subordinate standard (after 
scripture), jumps into a series of difficult points of doctrine, 
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The Weight of Belief 


SUMMING UP THE DIVINE WORKS OF CREATION AND RULE. 


BY JOSEPH MCLELLAND 


summing up the divine works of creation and rule. The 
opening sections (2.1.1 and 2.1.2) constitute natural 
theology—not a convincing argument for scholars but the 
most popular way that most people enter into knowledge 
of God. “All events of this world” show divine handiwork, 
making the universe a “theatre of God’s glory.” (Quoting 
John Calvin.) Yet such sovereign oversight does not rob us 
of freedom; there is co-operation or co-creation. 

The next section (2.1.3) moves us into a darker place: > 
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Such traditional theology described a Supreme Being as 
an absolute Ruler, controlling all events in human history 


how can evil exist in a good creation? 
The question will reappear (for example 
in 3.4.3 and 3.5.3) in relation to Christ’s 
work; here it remains a “mystery of 
iniquity” (2 Thessalonians 2:7), a 
paradox or surd that seems to deny our 
faith in a sovereign deity. Only in Christ’s 
suffering will an answer take shape. 

And so we have a fitting conclu- 
sion to this vast topic (2.1.4); we can’t 
comprehend the subject, saying only 
that we believe the divine will is bound 
to overcome at last. The ancient theo- 
logian Origen thought there would be 
many eons in which more and more 
evil will be conquered, until at last even 
the Satan will convert! 

Meanwhile, we are called to a 
modest theology, refusing “to justify 
God’s rule of the world.” There is 
personal assurance in the gospel— 
Christ’s resurrection and gift of new 
life—but also an inability to spell out 
the larger picture of things in a marred 
creation, a “reverent agnosticism.” 

All this appears tentative and far 
from satisfying as a credal introduc- 
tion should. Unfortunately, beginning 
with God alone, high-and-mighty, is 
a kind of unitarian theology; even the 
Westminster Confession doesn’t intro- 
duce Christ until Chapter 7. First, God 
alone (de Deo uno) and only then a 
Trinity (de Deo trino). Such traditional 
theology described a Supreme Being 
as an absolute Ruler, controlling all 
events in human history. This borders 
on fatalism, always a temptation for 
Calvinist theologians. In part this is 
because it leans too heavily on the Old 
Testament narrative of ‘the God who 
acts.’ Such divine acts are usually mira- 
cles by which God intervenes when 
people are in dire necessity. (In classical 
Greek tragedy the plot became so thick 
that a god was lowered by a machine 
(deus ex machina) to put everything 
back together.) 
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But suppose we exchange this top- 
down theology for a different starting- 
point, Jesus the Christ? If he is to be our 
model for describing God, we must reject 
this ‘triumphalism’ in which God is more 
like a tyrant, and the ‘church triumphant’ 
conquers all. Rather, we should view the 
divine activity as a kind of process in 
which God participates in the human 
drama, not as Lord but as Partner, the role 
which Christ assumed (see the ancient 
hymn, Philippians 2:6-11). 

The contrast is between a ‘theology 
of glory’ and a ‘theology of the cross.’ 
We are conditioned to the former, in 
our creeds and choice of scripture read- 
ings and too many of our hymns. So 
much about the divine glory and power 
and All That. It’s hard to see that abso- 
lute is not a good metaphor for God; it’s 
borrowed from Greek philosophy and 
implies a Being who has all the power 
in the world. So our theology struggles 
to make room for human free will. 

A theology of glory exalts the Christ 
as Lord of all, but since obviously he 
isn’t really in control of daily events 
(calamity and evil) we project his reign 
to private piety or an otherworldly plane, 
or Christ glorified in ‘heaven,’ the Lord 
who is to come. By failing to make the 


Crucified the centre of our belief we 
deny the New Testament message, the 
Christ present with us through the Holy 
Spirit. Here is the dynamic of the gospel, 
its call to discipleship, bidding us follow 
the example of Jesus of Nazareth in the 
everyday world, “mending the world,” as 
the Jewish saying goes, through deeds of 
justice and love, of peacemaking. 

As this series on Living Faith progresses 
we will need to cast a sharp and critical 
eye on this tendency to substitute glory 
for suffering. And to ask how the choice 
of creed affects not only our thinking 
about God but also our active following 
in his steps, the kind of discipleship to 
which we are called. For instance, is our 
belief the kind that gives us a superior 
stance, judging outsiders as inferior? And 
if so, how can we treat them as equals 
before God, worthy of God’s love and 
forgiveness, and therefore those to whom 
we owe justice and service, and even 
love? Calvin was strong on the fact that 
every human is made “in God’s image” 
and therefore is a kind of representative 
or substitute for God, to whom we should 
render service through them. In these 
days of pluralism and secularism we need 
to honour this insight. Such basic ques- 
tions are the measure of our beliefs. 

To witness to the One God means not 
to believe more strongly (mere credu- 
lity) but to think more deeply about 
our beliefs. The early church provided 
a more believable option than its rival 
religions, especially the Mysteries and 
Mithraism. Today’s rivals are many, 
and it’s now a case of sharing the same 
religious space, and having to compare 
doctrines of God. All the more reason to 
ponder the weight of the beliefs handed 
down to us by faithful generations. @ 


Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland is professor 
emeritus at McGill University and 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. See also 
the moderator’s column in this issue. 
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Telling the Truth 


LYING IN CHURCH? NEVER! 


August 12, 2012— 


Ephesians 4:25-5:2 


he only sports-related award 
I’ve ever won was a trophy 
for “most honest golfer.” 
That’s such a nice way 
to recognize the highest 
score in a game where the lowest score 
wins! Golfers refer to the clubhouse as 
the “Liar’s Club.” Drives get longer and 


BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


strokes slip off the scorecard as stories are 
told among friends—not competitors, 
friends. 

More than one minister has called the 
monthly ministerial meeting the “Liar’s 
Club.” Clergy get together to talk and 
congregations grow. Sermons become 
more effective. Love of parish for >» 
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Because we know 
how challenging 
and lonely 
the first years of ministry 
can be, 
above and beyond 
continuing education, 
our follow up program 
offers our graduates 
ongoing links 
with mentors 
and fellow ministers. 


Graduation 
and ordination 
are just 
the beginning. 
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Do away with gossip, and slanging others. 
Criticize to build up, not to tear down 


pastor blossoms. Lay leaders are 
always to blame for church prob- 
lems. When stories are told among 
friends—not competitors, friends. 

Lying in the church? Exaggera- 
tion is a kind of lying. Blaming is 
usually at least half lying. It was 
enough of a problem to merit more 
than one mention in the letter 
to the Ephesians. The letter was 
written in Paul’s name to be circu- 
lated among a whole presbytery. So 
the problem wasn’t just in the First 
Church of Ephesus. 

We lie in church in what we 
don’t say. When we avoid hard 
truth. Deny the dark stuff that is 
obvious to others. Abuse, misman- 
agement, bad leadership, destruc- 
tive behaviours. Things we hope 
will just disappear if we don’t name 
them out loud. 

We lie in church in what we say. 
When we exaggerate (see above!). 
When we make promises we know 
we don’t want to keep. When we 
make claims to faith and certainty 
even God won’t support. When 
we throw faith clichés and magical 
theology at complex problems. 

We lie in church when we say 
we will when we really won't. We 
want to when we don’t. We’re well 
when we’re not. When we say we’re 
happy when we’re miserable. When 
asked about our families, we say 
everything’s wonderful at home, 
when even the one who asks knows 
it’s a lie. We lie in church when we 
say newcomers are welcome when 
they’re really not. When we have 
the money but say we don’t. When 
we say all is forgiven when most of it 
isn’t. What’s past is past when it’s just 
stored away for future strategic use. 

A recovering alcoholic once said 
that the difference between his AA 
meeting and his church is that he 
can say what is in AA. At church, 


he can only say what people think 
should be. 

Our reading today shouts at us, 
“Away with falsehood and decep- 
tion!” Last Sunday we _ heard, 
“Speaking the truth in love, we must 
grow up.” Put away childish things, 
selfish things, things we do for self- 
protection and self-promotion. 

Throw the little lies, exaggera- 
tions, denials and self-deceptions that 
can fill daily living into the rag bag. 
Do away with gossip, and slanging 
others. Criticize to build up, not to 
tear down. 

People who lived by stealing from 
others must find honest work, so they 
will have a steady living, so they can 
share with others. Turn from getting 
by any means to giving at any cost. 
Thieves in church? How many ways 
do we take from others what isn’t our 
own? Even in church. 

“In your anger, don’t sin.” Be 
angry, but for good reason. Don’t 
lie by hiding anger when you have 
a right to be angry. When you're 
truly offended, when you see an 
injustice done, when God’s truth is 
denied, when someone close to us 
betrays you. Admit it, saying, “I am 
angry, because ...” Then deal with it 
before the sun sets and you won't 
be tempted to store it up for a future 
defensive attack. 

The summing up of  Paul’s 
teaching is always: Look to Jesus. Let 
the Spirit work in you, and through 
you, to make you more like Jesus each 
step of the way. 

God’s nature, we know from scrip- 
ture and experience, is love. “Live 
in love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God.” 

That’s the truth. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches at 
the Atlantic School of Theology. 
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Presbyfest 


THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY THROWS A PARTY. BY KATIE MUNNIK 


You could have called it Presbyfest. 


Music, food, face-painting, balloons and bubbles floating on 
the breeze, tents and stalls along the pathways, crowds of 
people glad to be together in the sunshine. 

It didn’t feel like General Assembly at all. 

The Church of Scotland General Assembly had opened 
the day before on a Saturday. Sunday being Sunday, the 
work of the church was put on hold. Traditionally, Sunday 
afternoon had been reserved for a garden party for the 
invited few. Last year, the church decided to try something 
different—something more inclusive and more in line 
with how the church wanted to represent itself in today’s 
Scotland. 

They decided to throw a free festival. One afternoon 
in the park—a time to play and pray together in an open 
public space. Everyone was invited. And it was a hit. 

So they decided to do it again with double the space. 
This year, the festival was themed Heart and Soul: A 


Celebration for the Whole Church, and it really was. 
Wonderfully, the weather co-operated. It was gloriously 
warm and the sky was as blue as any Presbyterian could 
desire. Just gorgeous. 

Which meant that the park was full of people. I found 
it amazing to watch the church being the church in such 
a public space. Everyone who came through the gates of 
the park was welcomed and invited to join in however 
they liked. Some lounged on the grass and enjoyed the 
music. Families with children soon discovered the face- 
painting stall and took their place in line. Others had a 
look at the stalls and exhibitions, run by a whole variety of 
congregations, committees and projects, and para-church 
groups and missions, too. Some groups ran workshops— 
everything from discussions about right relationships 
with money to a presentation about twinning churches 
around the world. Others served tea and scones. A massed 
choir rehearsed. By the closing worship service at the > 
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end of the afternoon, there seemed to 
be dancing everywhere. 

I had volunteered to help with the 
children’s events and was scheduled 
to divide my time among the various 
tents and workshop spaces _ for 
families. The first session was a drama 
workshop in participatory storytelling. 
The Spouse was there with our kids so, 
as I did the adult chitchat and sorted 
out my responsibilities, I watched 
my family in the background finding 
their feet with the drama games. They 
lived the story of the Good Samaritan. 
My three-year-old Blue loved acting 
out first his I’m-very-terribly-afraid- 
of-robbers face and then his scariest 
I-am-a-robber one. Horrifying. I love 
watching him imagining. And | 
love that this was how our General 
Assembly afternoon began. 

I spent much of my afternoon in 
the Children’s Marquee where the 
Messy Church was encamped. In the 
middle of the space, there were tables 
stacked with craft supplies—sufficient 
pipe cleaners and glitter to sink Italy. 
The storytelling space sat at one end 
of the marquee with a simple puppet 
theatre and a large ground-sheeted 
space on the grass for the audience. 


CANADA 


Nicaragua Fair Trade Tour 
February 4-13, 2013 


cost: $2500 


e Learn how Fair Trade impacts 
communities 


e See how coffee is processed 


and Presbyterians Sharing is 
helping improve peoples’ lives 


e Grow your faith and experience 
worship in a new setting 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY: 


APPLICATION DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 1, 2012 


e Discover how the work of PWS&D 


A very enthusiastic group of young 
teenagers led the songs and puppet 
skits and everyone had a ball. A full 
volume, big grins, bouncing toddlers 
and crazy kids kind of party—exactly 
what the space had been designed for. 

But in the midst of all this, one far 
corner of the marquee was set-aside as 
the quiet space. There, a loving prayer 
tree sprouted with paper heart-shaped 
leaves inscribed with prayers. From 
time to time, I watched as people went 
over and quietly took their time to add 
their prayers. I’m always amazed at how 
open people can be when writing prayer 
requests for this kind of public project. 
I suppose that when they walk away, 
their prayers are anonymous so some 
people feel ready to leave amazingly 
private and vulnerable prayers—prayers 
for a baby, for more patience with the 
children, for specific healing, for real 
forgiveness—posted boldly among the 
big-lettered children’s prayers for more 
fun and the grandparent’s prayers of 
thanksgiving for family. 

This was the church providing 
space where we could all stretch a 
little, and where we might take a 
chance and mirror the Creator’s own 
bold and vulnerable creative love. 


For more information: 
Matt Foxall 

Mission Trip Coordinator 
mfoxall@presbyterian.ca 
1-800-619-7301 X259 
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Throughout the park, there were 
four stages showcasing jazz bands, 
gospel choirs, pipe bands, wedding 
music organ recitals, and a teenaged 
Battle of the Bands. The assembly’s 
moderator was interviewed on stage, as 
were various other Church of Scotland 
leaders. Behind the youth stage, there 
was a soccer pitch with games all 
afternoon for those keen to play. At the 
other end of the park, there was a heart- 
shaped labyrinth lined with stones 
from congregations around Scotland. 
Storytellers popped up everywhere with 
old and new stories. Some were told 
simply, just spoken into a microphone, 
creating quiet pools where people stood 
still and listened together. Other stories 
were absolutely physically involving, 
like the storyteller dramatizing Jonah. 
She had a vast group of children making 
“socktopuses” and garbage bag seaweed, 
which ended up underneath a parachute 
in the belly of the whale—along with 
the storyteller and all the children! For 
a moment or two, there was quiet. Then 
one child bellowed to all outside the 
“whale” that there were bubbles in the 
belly! Of course there were! How else 
would Jonah reappear? 

That afternoon at Heart and Soul in 
Edinburgh felt full of wonderful creative 
witness, and the vibrant, diverse gifts 
God gives the church were on parade. 
When my kids think about church 
writ large and about denominations, 
I want them to remember these 
moments. Sure, we Presbyterians are 
an institution, but that doesn’t have to 
mean there isn’t space for play. I want 
my kids to think of the church as a 
family of congregations who can gather 
together to play faithfully. | want them 
to think about the beautiful chaos this 
can bring. I want them to be amazed 
and joyful at the differences among 
us and ready to take chances, moving 
outside themselves, to meet others. 


Katie Munnik is the author of the Messy 
Table, a blog for the Record. You can 
watch a video of the day’s highlights at 
heartandsoul2012.org.uk/about/video 
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Church As We Dream It 


DIANA BUTLER BASS SEES A FUTURE. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


Christianity After 
Religion: The End of 
the Church and the 
Birth of a New Spiritual 
Awakening 

by Diana Butler Bass 


Diana Butler Bass is a 
church historian and a keen 
observer of contemporary reli- 
gious phenomena in North 
America. In Christianity for the 
Rest of Us: How the Neighbor- 
hood Church is Transforming the 
Faith (2006), Bass writes about 
mainline congregations that defy 
the prevailing narrative of demise, 
finding renewal and growth through 
the recovery of traditional Christian 
practices. In her concise A People’s 


History of Christianity: The Other 


Side of the Story (2009) Bass violates 
the orthodoxies of historians. She 
aims to recover a Christian memory 
that has room for the forgotten and 
excluded voices. 

In Christianity After Religion Bass 
continues to violate the prevailing 
narrative and challenge orthodoxies. 
The church as we have known it is 


CHRISTIANIT 
AFTER ne 
RELIGION ==. 


probably on the way out but, Bass 
suggests, all is not lost. Bass sees 
a future for an awakened church. 
What we grieve as change and decay 
all around she sees as proof a great 
awakening is upon us. A Fourth Great 
Awakening, like and unlike past 
awakenings that have transformed 
both church and faith. She also 
believes it’s possible to be both 
spiritual and religious. 

“Y’m spiritual, but not religious” 
is a phrase perhaps more spoken of 
than spoken. It may be offered with 
more detail: “I don’t go to church 


) 


y 
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(anymore) but I still think 
of myself as a_ spiritual 
person.” “I believe in God 
in my own way.” “I have my 
own Spirituality that doesn’t 
need church.” Bass writes 
of her — spiritual-but-not- 
religious respondents across 
North America, the U.K 
and Australia, “No matter 
how hard they tried, most 
found it difficult to get very 
excited about religion. They 
have essentially substituted 
‘religion’ for institutional 
religion and ‘spirituality’ for 
lively faith.” 

Bass quotes religion scholar 
Cantwell Smith on the Latin root of 
‘religion.’ Smith draws from religio, “a 
warm, reverberating, and sustained 
affirmation of a personal relation to 
[a] transcendent God.” Religion, thus 
defined, “enlivens the heart, opening 
the soul to others and to creation.” 
My spiritual-but-not-religious friend 
might say, “Amen.” I doubt he would 
consider going to find religio. 

A congregation can recognize and 
turn from what religion has come 
to mean, toward the awakening 
spirituality Bass suggests now » 
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Belonging means finding a place in a community where the welcome 
is unconditional, a safe place to bring questions and longings, a place of 
visible diversity and commitment to making a difference in the world 


energizes the world around it. 
Bass doesn’t say the church must 
jettison its beliefs or practices. 
She offers new (old) definitions of 
“faith,” “belief,” even “doctrine” 
to replace meanings that represent 
religion as we have known it and 
others. seeut. 

Bass says the spiritual-but-not- 
religious are asking three questions: 
The first is: “Who am I?” Bass hears 
this as a question of connection and 
place: “Who do I belong to? Where 
and with whom do | fit?” 

The second question Bass frames 
is: “How should I act?” When a 
seeker finds an answer to “Who am 
1?” he or she then asks how to live 
a life that expresses who he or she 
really is. 

Then, Bass says, the third is: 
“What do I believe?” The question 
about belief arises from experience. 
Bass presents these three questions 
under the headings Belonging, 
Behaving and Believing. 

Churchgoers may identify with 
the three: Bs) Isn‘tethe#churchieal 
about community, ethics and faith? 

The church, Bass says, usually 
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puts believing first. Don’t people 
who go to church believe, or at least 
acknowledge, what the church says 
must be believed? Presbyterians 
may assume any newcomer to 
church already sees, or will soon 
pick up, what it means to see the 
world through Presbyterian eyes. 
We still put a formal test of belief 
before admission to membership. 

We also watch to see if 
repeat visitors or candidates for 
confirmation know how to behave 
in church. Do they really want to 
take part in congregational life? 
Most denominations maintain 
standards of relationship and 
sexual behaviour that don’t match 
the majority view in society. We 
may show we are Christians by our 
love—within prescribed limits. 

Belonging, at least in widespread 
perception, means membership. 
Membership is a privilege granted 
by those on the inside to those who 
have been kept outside, pending 
observation of belief and behaviour. 

Even as you and I may protest 
this characterization, we know 
it’s still alive and well within our 
Presbyterian Church. 

Bass sees a shift in the order of 
these values among many of the 
spiritual-but-not-religious. She 
includes those who give the church 
a first or second chance. Belonging 
comes first. Then behaving. Then, 
finally, believing. Each word has 
meaning church folk may not 
recognize right away. 

Belonging means finding a place 
in a community where the welcome 
is unconditional, a safe place to bring 
questions and longings, a place of 
visible diversity and commitment to 
making a difference in the world. 


Experience of such a community 
leads to the question, “What do 
I do now that I’m at home here?” 
This isn’t a question of personal 
morality—at least not at first. It is a 
question of ethics, and it’s answered 
by what we call mission. 

The question of belief emerges 
from the experience of belonging 
and engagement with the world in 
community. Believing doesn’t mean 
assent to creed or acceptance of doc- 
trine. Both will be helpful, though 
always open to examination. Believing 
means seeking answers to questions 
that emerge from life and testing ways 
to describe experiences of meaning, 
community, and God. Faith doesn’t 
begin with “I believe” any more than 
belonging begins with “I do.” 

Much more could be written 
about this book. Bass’s historical 
analysis deserves another article. 
Canadian readers may not see the 
relevance of Bass’s exploration of 
awakenings. Yet church and society 
as we know both are rooted in the 
period of what she calls the Third 
Great Awakening. Bass’s approach 
and the way she expresses what 
she has concluded from all her 
observations are refreshing. She 
offers an accessible review of 
what she, with many others, has 
observed. Her analysis is grounded 
in a lively reading of history. Her 
conclusions suggest there’s hope 
for Christianity, and even for 
the church as we dream it, after 
the demise of religion as we have 
known it. @ 


Several articles about Butler Bass can 
be found on presbyterianrecord.ca. 
Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches at 
the Atlantic School of Theology. 


Basics for a 
Changing Wor 


THE PRE-ASSEMBLY WORKSHOPS COMBINE WORSHIP 
AND LEARNING. BY SETH VEENSTRA 


f the Pre-Assembly Workshop are 
like squares on a quilt, worship 
is the thread holding the fabric 
in place, connecting square to 
square and filling the spaces between. 

PAW has been a General Assembly 
tradition since 2005. Organized by 
the Elders Institute, St. Andrew’s Hall, 
Vancouver, and held on the Saturday 
before assembly, it gives an opportunity 
for elders and lay leaders to develop 
their ministerial skills and strategies with 
learning, worship and fellowship. 

This year, St. Andrew’s, Scarborough 
hosted Basics for a Changing World. 
“We made a point of having PAW in 
local churches,” said Rev. Dr. Roberta 
Clare, director of the Elders’ Institute. 

“People in the area are much more 
likely to go to a neighbouring church 
than they are to a university building 
that’s a little impersonal.” 

In contrast to a more institutional 
learning approach, PAW’s facilitators 
create a more relaxed and _ personal 
learning environment, drawing on a 
variety of teaching styles. 

In a crowded basement Sunday 
school room, Rev. Keith Boyer led 
a workshop entitled, the Missional 
Church. It was clear from the outset this 
was a space for skill sharing. 

“We are on the growing edge 
together,” said Boyer. 

Relying heavily on Lesslie Newbigin, 
Boyer framed discussion by contrasting 
two ideas of how churches can reach 
their communities: Do we attract 
community members to our church (for 
example with new programs, new praise 


bands, etc.), or do we seek to build 
relationships with our neighbours 
in their own spaces? In other 
words, do we emphasize, “come 
and see,” or “go and be”? 

The consensus of the group 
seemed to be that while we need 
both models, a greater emphasis 
on the missional church fosters 
healthier communities and spirit- 
filled congregations. 


In Worship: Welcoming, 
Worthy and Wise, Rev. Dr. 
Christine O’Reilly challenged 


participants to view welcoming visitors 
as part of worship. Small group and large 
group discussions then prompted the 
class to re-examine how we frame our 
Sunday worship. 

“We need to ... get behind the eyes of 
the person who has not been to worship 
in a long time,” said O’Reilly. “We need 
to recognize it takes great courage to walk 
into a church, especially if it’s been some 
time since they’ve worshipped. People 
decide within the first five minutes if 
they will return to your church.” 

With this in mind, she challenged 
the class to adopt the maxim, “Greet 
your friends and visit with new people,” 
acknowledging we are quite often prone 
to do the reverse. 

While highlighting these and other 
areas of growth, O’Reilly consistently 
emphasized the etymology of “worship,” 
saying, it “comes from the Old English 
word, ‘worthscipe.’ Whatever we do in 
worship, it is to express how worth it 
God is—how worthy God is.” 

Such emphasis on worship was not 
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From top: 
Kathleen Bolton, 
PAW participants 
and Rev. Christine 
O'Reilly 


limited to O’Reilly’s workshop. 

The day began and ended with lively 
worship services. Full of dance, song, 
prayer and preaching, the services gave 
participants time to anticipate what 
they hoped to encounter and space 
to reflect on what they had learned. 
At the end of the day it was clear that 
PAW is more than workshops; it is a 
joyous buzz permeating each of the 
day’s activities. 

“PAW has been a really positive 
experience for everyone,” said Clare. 
“We've been able to change it every 
year because General Assembly moves 
around. Our leadership every year is 
different. Our themes are different. Our 
worship is different.” 

However, Clare adds, “If General 
Assembly does adopt a new format in 
the future, there will be openings and 
opportunities. 

“It’s not about PAW, it’s about what’s 
best for the church.” @ 


Seth Veenstra is the Record’s staff writer. 
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oy, joy, joy,” I wrote across the top of 
the page. It was almost intermission at 
the Broadway staging of Godspell and my 
notebook was still empty. “Too enchanted 
to take notes,” I wrote next. 

I came to Godspell as an unbeliever. In 

# my first 20 years of life I divided much of 
my time between the theatre and the church, yet I somehow 
never encountered the show, which translates Jesus’ teachings 
in the Gospel of Matthew directly onto the stage complete 
with parables, archaic language, lots of symbolism and hippie 
disciples with a level of enthusiasm to rival children’s TV hosts. 
When I did see the 1973 David Greene movie at age 21, | 
thought, “Wow, the ‘70s were weird,” and left it at that. 

So when I was asked to write an article about Godspell I felt 
pretty bemused. Was the show even relevant anymore? Sure, 
a Broadway revival had begun in fall 2011, but what could 
its audience be? Surely not secular society. And I doubted the 
church still needed to hear the message of a flower child Jesus— 
that controversy has long since faded into familiarity. And yet 
plenty of people were going to see the show. So I went, too. 

The Circle in the Square is an aptly named theatre, 
consisting of a round stage surrounded by seats in a small, 
square room. The setup allows you to watch the faces of the 
audience members opposite you, and I took full advantage. 
“Do they get it?” I asked myself. “Does this show make any 
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A BIG CHEESY CHEER FOR GODSPELL. BY ERINWOODS 


sense if you don’t already know the gospel back to front?” But 
either the audience was filled with Bible study members or the 
show was doing its job. Every face looked—well—joyful. 

I’m sure mine did, too. I don’t think I stopped smiling from 
the time John the Baptist’s hand hit the stream of water that 
poured from the ceiling during the first song until the audience 
started shuffling to the stage for communion-like cups of grape 
juice at intermission. When I had watched the movie version, 
I felt like I was encountering the disjointed, context-deprived, 
2,000-year-old New Testament for the first time with no one 
to explain it to me. This time, sitting in an intimate theatre 
watching real people act and sing those same parables and lyrics 
(though updated harmonies make the songs sound more like 
Glee), it made sense. It wasn’t about the archaic language, or St. 
Matthew’s unlikely chronology. It was about the intimacy, and 
the audience participation, and the community, and the joy. 

Does the church still need Godspell? Absolutely. We try 
and try to communicate the joy of the gospel in our own 
worship services, but we don’t always succeed. Godspell, in 
its overly-cheery, wide-eyed way, shouts and laughs and 
sings again and again that we have been given grace, and 
isn’t that wonderful? 

So let’s all give a big, cheesy Godspell cheer: Be joyful. 
God loves us. @ 


Erin Woods is a freelance writer. 
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A first time commissioner at General ASSEMDIY. sy crant cunnink 


ince this was my first time as a commis- 

sioner, I wasn’t quite sure what to expect. 

But as it turns out, the experience was 

much like a presbytery meeting but on 
a much larger scale, with more attention given to the for- 
malities of the court and significantly more food. 

I have to admit I enjoyed it far more than I expected 
to and I was encouraged by what I saw and experienced. 

There were a number of highlights for me. 

First, celebrating Dr. Paul McLean’s translation of the 
Bible into Hakka, a dialect of Chinese spoken in Taiwan. 
McLean and his team of translators have been working on 
this for 26 years, and I’m encouraged to see the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada is a part of such evangelistic endeavors. 

Second, learning more about the Presbyterian Reformed 
Church in Cuba from the moderator Rev. Daniel Izquierdo 
Hernandez and discovering that the Cuban Church is thriv- 
ing in spite of many challenges. 

And finally, hearing about the commitment and con- 
viction which the Rt. Rev. Mark MacDonald, Canada’s first 
indigenous bishop in the Anglican Church, has for integrat- 
ing the gospel of Christ into First Nation cultures in a sensi- 
tive, respectful and redemptive manner. 

General Assembly was also a wonderful opportunity to 
reconnect with colleagues and people I hadn’t seen for years 
and share with them the joys and challenges of ministry. 

It was inspiring to meet new people from across the coun- 
try and discover what Christ is doing in their ministry. It was 
particularly enjoyable to be geographically close enough to 
participate in some of the Renewal Fellowship’s activities. 

Another encouraging experience was being lead in wort- 
ship by some really good praise bands. Who knew that Pres- 
byterians could rock out for Christ?! It was nice to discover 
there are more and more churches ministering in this way 
and reaching out to their communities. 

I found Rev. Dr. Clyde Ervine’s call for a focus on 
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congregations to be a validation of sentiments of a similar 
nature expressed by Bill Easum, the featured speaker at the 
Emmaus Project in 2010. 

It’s been my experience that in the PCC we’ve tradition- 
ally viewed our church courts—at all levels—to be the cen- 
tral focus. We expect our congregations to orient themselves 
towards them and identify with them. 

Instead I believe our courts need to orient themselves 
toward our congregations and become the means by which 
our local churches can be given the supportive oversight 
and encouragement they need to become healthy and thriv- 
ing missional congregations. 

In other words, I’m convinced that the heart of our 
national church needs to be about what’s occurring in our 
local congregations as they share the gospel of Jesus Christ 
with their neighbours in words and actions. 

I’m hopeful the committee that has been given the task 
of distilling a slogan for our church from the massive vision 
statement presented at this year’s assembly might see this as 
a means to help narrow it down. 

I also found this General Assembly gave me a good deal 
of reassurance that in spite of the wide spectrum of theo- 
logical positions represented among us, it seems that we are 
committed to remain an orthodox—in the most generous 
sense of the word—Christ-centred denomination in the 
Reformed tradition. 

However, even though my experience of General Assem- 
bly was better than I expected it to be, I do have a sugges- 
tion I think could help strengthen General Assembly and 
assist commissioners to make more informed decisions in 
the future. 

This comes because I was struck by the fact that the 
issues which generated the most conversation and debate 
were issues that we as commissioners were the least quali- 
fied to deal with—for example, environmental issues and 
pension plans. 
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I have a hunch that in the future commissioners will 
be called upon more and more to make decisions regard- 
ing issues for which they have no formal training and 
no experience in scripturally and theologically evaluat- 
ing information about these issues. 

I would be interested to know what Christian economic 
theorists think about our pension situation and what our 
response should be? What do Christian biologists and ecolo- 
gists think about-climate change and the science being used 
to support or deny it? What do Christian political scientists 
think about the situation in Israel and the Middle East and 
how it could be addressed? 

Perhaps future guest speakers at our assemblies might 
include some excellent scholars from Reformed institu- 
tions. Three who come to mind, all from Redeemer Col- 
lege University, are political scientist Dr. David Koyzis, 


| have to admit that | enjoyed 
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biologist Dr. Gary Chiang or business professor Susan Van 
Weelden. I’m sure there are many others. 

I know that I would certainly benefit as a commissioner 
from being advised by Christian scholars whose expertise 
and commitment to integrating the Christian faith into 
their respective disciplines can help us determine how we 
can respond with an intentionally Christian and biblical 
worldview to the increasingly complex issues in our world. 

So, General Assembly ... how would I summarize my 
first time experience? I went there somewhat hesitant, 
standing on the edge, observing ... and what I saw God 
doing among us has convinced me that it’s a good thing to 
take a step forward and get my feet wet. 


Rev. Grant Gunnink is minister at Valleyview, Calgary. 
Visit ValleyviewPC Facebook page for more information. 


it far more than | expected to 


and | was encouraged by what | saw and experienced 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


with how to fill a $34- 
million shortfall in the church’s pension plan. 

In its report, the Pension and Benefits Board asked for 
permission to turn the current single-employer plan into a 
multi-employer plan—a move that would exempt the plan 
from solvency funding requirements, and would make it 
unnecessary for the church to fill the $34-million deficit. 

To eliminate the deficit, according to the report, the plan 
requires an additional $257,000 each month for a decade. 

The change would also, however, allow the governing 
body to reduce members’ benefits retroactively. Under the 
current single-employer plan, only future benefits can be 
reduced. 

On the floor of assembly, Rev. Peter Bush proposed a six- 
part plan he said would fill the shortfall through increases 
in contributions from members, employers and churches. 
“Further,” his recommendation concluded, “the Presbyte- 
rian Church in Canada affirms its commitment to not roll 
back the pensions of any present pensioners.” 

The assembly decided to refer both Bush’s plan and the 
original recommendation to Assembly Council, the body 
that does the work of the assembly throughout the year, 
and the Pension and Benefits Board. These groups were 
granted “power to issue” to allow them to make changes 
to the plan. 


3 ey, July/August 2012 Presbyterian Record 
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:, the assembly endorsed a state- 
ment about Christian Zionism: 

“That with an acknowledgement of the complexity 
of issues faced by the people of the Middle East and, in 
particular, by the people of Israel and the Palestinian 
territories, we, the 138th General Assembly affirm the 
right of the State of Israel and the people of Palestine 
to exist in peace and security while we reject Christian 
Zionism as a doctrinal stance inconsistent with Reformed 
doctrine and its emphasis on one covenant of grace for 
all peoples, and that we acknowledge the message of 
Palestinian sisters and brothers in Christ that Christian 
Zionism poses a significant obstacle to a just peace 
between Israelis and Palestinians.” 


, the assembly approved a set of guidelines 
to permit technology—such as web-conferencing software 
or television—to be used to administer communion. 


required to approve a church law, the 
assembly voted in favour of a policy that allows presbyter- 
ies to commission ruling elders or diaconal ministers to 
administer the sacrament of communion. 
The policy will be added as a new section (201.4) in the 
Book of Forms, the PCC’s book of church polity. 


THE ASSEMBLY DEFEATED a_ proposed 
church law that would have allowed 
the presiding minister and the meeting 
secretary to be the sole signatories on 
a document required to confirm a 
minister’s call to a congregation. 

Currently, once a congregation has 
met and agreed to call a minister, “call 
forms” are circulated and signed by 
members who were unable to attend the 
congregational meeting. The change was 
intended to streamline that process. 

Rev. James Hurd spoke “in the stron- 
gest possible terms” against the remit on 
the floor of assembly. “A fundamental 
principle of our polity is that congrega- 
tions should call ministers and signify a 
clear majority consent,” he said. 

Five additional remits passed into 
church law without debate. These inclu- 
ded: The term “elder emeritus” can now 
be given to elders who retire or resign 
from sessions. It should only be applied 
to an elder who will not be re-elected. 

And sessions in multiple-point char- 
ges can now meet together and conduct 
business, so long as each session keeps its 
own record of the proceedings. 


ALTHOUGH A VISION and mission state- 
ment were presented as part of the 
Assembly Council’s report, the Gen- 
eral Assembly referred them back to 
the council for more work. 

“I’m worried this statement will 
not bring the clarity we’re looking for,” 
said Rev. Douglas Schonberg. He noted 
the statements were intended to guide 
decisions about national restructuring. 

Rev. Ian Shaw also asked the 
Assembly Council to respond directly 
to requests for restructuring “without 
waiting for final responses to a new 
vision and mission statement.” 


THE ASSEMBLY LIFTED A BAN that 
prevented Rev. Darryl Macdonald, a 
United Church minister, from preach- 
ing as a guest in Presbyterian churches. 

Macdonald originally sought ordi- 
nation in the Presbyterian Church, but 
was barred from ministry by the 1998 
General Assembly because he was in a 
homosexual relationship. 


“It now seems that a restriction 
is placed upon Mr. Macdonald that 
does not exist for any other practicing 
homosexual minister of the United 
Church,” the session of St. Columba 
by-the-Lake, Pointe Claire, Que., 
pointed out in a petition to this year’s 
General Assembly. 

A special committee of assembly 
agreed. Among its reasons, the com- 
mittee said “accepting the petition 
removes an anomaly” and “does not 
question or reverse any decision of 
previous assemblies.” 


Forty-six ministers 
and their families 
received gifts during 
the final quarter last 
year. This figure Is 
slightly higher than 
orevious penods 


THE ECUMENICAL AND_ INTERFAITH 
RELATIONS committee suggested “it 
would be improper” to include addi- 
tional denominations in the Ecumeni- 
cal Shared Ministries Handbook if they 
were not involved in reaching a con- 
sensus about the policies it contains. 
The book was created by representa- 
tives of the Presbyterian, United, Evan- 
gelical Lutheran and Anglican churches. 
By a slim majority, the assembly 
voted to refer the issue back to the 
committee for reconsideration. 


REV. DR. ANDREW JOHNSTON, convener 
of the Norman M. Paterson Fund for 
Ministerial Assistance, called atten- 
tion to an “urgent need for new infu- 
sions of capital” into the fund, which 
provides money to ministers who are 
struggling to provide for their families. 

Forty-six ministers and their fami- 
lies received gifts during the final 
quarter last year. This figure is slightly 
higher than previous periods. 
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THE CREATION of non-geographic 
HanCa presbyteries has led to improve- 
ment among Korean congregations, a 
special committee reported. 

It admitted many unique challenges 
persist, yet overall it stressed that there 
have been many changes for the bet- 
ter since the Korean presbyteries were 
established in 1996. 

On the floor of assembly, some con- 
cerns emerged including worries that 
the HanCa presbyteries could be iso- 
lated from the rest of the church. 

The report included a set of guide- 
lines for congregations to follow if they 
choose to move between HanCa and 
non-HanCa presbyteries. 


THE INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS commit- 
tee asked that letters be sent to Cana- 
dian-based mining companies about 
the impact their operations have on 
local economies and communities. 

The Trustee Board will obtain a 
list of all mining companies whose 
shares the PCC holds and will, with 
Justice Ministries, discover whether 
the companies are compliant with 
a transparency initiative. The board 
will write to compliant companies to 
affirm support for the initiative, and to 
non-complaint companies to request 
an explanation. 

The Moderator will also write to 
the ministers of International Trade, 
Industry and Health asking for the gov- 
ernment to list chrysotile asbestos, a 
carcinogen banned in many countries, 
on its export control list, and to the 
Minister of International Trade recom- 
mending that asbestos be included in 
“the environmental assessment of any 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement negotiated with India.” 


THE ASSEMBLY AGREED the Modera- 
tor should write to the government to 
“express General Assembly’s encour- 
agement to continue to develop poli- 
cies and initiatives to promote more 
responsible stewardship and care for 
the resources of the earth.” And also 
to “maintain or increase funding of 
scientific projects which enable » 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


‘(Church decline] casts a shadow over the work of the 
denomination and of this assembly. This has not yet moved us 
seriously to give a nationally sustained focus to congregations 


Canadians and others to understand 
the realities of climate change, such 
as is happening in the Canadian high 
arctic, species loss or endangerment in 
our waterways an oceans, and other 
environmental concerns.” 

The Moderator will also “write 
to the 49 companies that responded 
to the Carbon Disclosure Project’s 
questionnaire expressing the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s support and to the 
17 companies that did not answer 

urging these companies to par- 
ticipate in the Carbon Disclosure 
Project’s survey.” 


: ITH MARSH, an 
insurance provider, to create a sepa- 
rate property and boiler and machin- 
ery self-insurance program for claims 
between $1,000 and $50,000. The 
required reserve will be built up to 
$350,000 through existing premiums 
and this limited self-insurance pro- 
gram should begin Jan. 1. Congrega- 
tions that are not currently members 
of the program are encouraged to join. 


gained permission to ask churches to 
include a $50 donation to the museum 
as part of their 2013 budgets. 

Clerks of synods and presbyteries 
are encouraged to provide the History 
committee with names and biographi- 
cal information about retiring minis- 
ters and church workers so the General 
Assembly can celebrate them. 

Congregations are encouraged to 
contact the archives to microfilm their 
church documents, preserving them 
in case the originals are ever destroyed. 


THE ASSEMBLY ALSO REC IZED the 
winners of the 2012 history prizes: 
First, New Glasgow, N.S., and its min- 
ister Rev. Dr. Glen Matheson won the 
prize for congregational history for its 
book, Far From Ordinary; Rev. Hugh 
Appel took the clergy memoir prize for 
From Pulp to Pulpit. 


\ -COMMITTEE HISTORY has 
been charged with five events to focus 
on the five “solas” or statements of 


Reformed belief, to occur yearly from 
2013 to 2017. These are to mark the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation. 


REV. DON HAYNES, former associ- 
ate secretary of the former Canada 
Ministries department was recognized 
by the Life and Mission Agency. 

“Wherever he has served, Gordon 
has cheerfully accepted positions of 
leadership where he always empha- 
sized the dignity of each church 
court,” said Rev. Helen Smith, conve- 
ner. (An interview with Haynes will 
appear next month.) 


REV. DR. R VALLACE served as asso- 
ciate secretary for International Minis- 
tries since 2003. He retired in June. 

The minute of appreciation noted 
Wallace’s “vocational journey to this 
position had included a wide variety 
of ministerial positions.” In 1976, the 
same year he graduated from Knox 
College, Wallace served in as a mis- 
sionary in Japan. 


— , 


| 


Rt. Rev. Mark MacDonald 


Glynis Williams will fill the role of 
associate secretary; she begins work in 
October. (An interview with Wallace 
appears on page 16.) 


was recognized 
by the Presbyterian College with its 
“heartfelt appreciation for the inspired 
and dedicated service in leadership, 
teaching, ministry and administra- 
tion,” wrote Ralph Loader, chair of the 
college’s board of governors. 

Vissers will move to Toronto in 
January for his new job as director of 
academic programs and professor of 
historical theology at Knox College. 


were 
honoured for their many years of ser- 
vice in Malawi. 

Between 1980 and 2012 the Ing- 
lises served three postings in Malawi 
and one in Lesotho. They plan to retire 
in December 2012. Most of their time 
in Africa was spent in Malawi, where 
Glenn worked closely with the Blan- 
tyre Synod. In 1997, he served as co- 
ordinator of the Church and Society 
Program, then as ecumenical officer in 
the General Assembly office of Blan- 
tyre Synod. In 2007, he was asked to 
return as executive director of the syn- 
od’s development commission. Linda 
volunteered extensively and acted as 
guide to ecumenical visitors. 

“All I have to say is ‘Wow!’ What an 


amazing life’s journey. What an amaz- 
ing way in which to serve the gospel. 
And what a deep commitment it repre- 
sents,” said Rev. Dr. John Vissers. 


Rev. Dr. 
Paul McLean as he held a copy of the 
Hakka Bible he spent 26 years helping 
to translate. 

“When you see a Bible like this you 
know that many people were involved, 
and God gave the commitment and 
dedication to go forward in that task,” 
McLean said. 

He read in Hakka from Isaiah 55 
and concluded by leading the assem- 
bly in a simple call and response hymn 
called Lord Jesus. 


the assem- 
bly to “go on record as giving priority to 
the reimaging and renewal of congrega- 
tions and that it ask the Life and Mission 
Agency to consider how new energy and 
resources may be focused on congrega- 
tional vitality, and that the Life and Mis- 
sion Agency share the mind of assembly 
on this matter with the Assembly Coun- 
cil as it further develops a national mis- 
sion and vision statement.” 
“Congregations constitute the basic, 
fundamental fabric of our denomina- 
tion. But we too often assume they will 
always be there,” Ervine said in a pre- 
pared statement. The reality of church 
decline, he continued, “casts a shadow 


over the work of the denomination and 
of this assembly. But it seems to me this 
has not yet moved us seriously to give a 
nationally sustained focus to congrega- 
tions as congregations.” 

The recommendation passed with an 
ovation, and commissioners asked that 
Ervine’s full statement be inserted into 
the minutes. (They can be found online: 
presbyterian.ca/webfm_send/7076). 


(gale lena: 
day asked that “notwithstanding the 
138th General Assembly’s approval of 
Dr. Ervine’s motion ... this assembly 
express to the members and staff of the 
Life and Mission Agency its apprecia- 
tion for their commitment, energy and 
faithfulness carrying out the mandates 
set for them by the General Assembly.” 


available, 
the church eae to hold the 2013 
General Assembly from Friday, May 
31 until Monday, June 3. It will be 
held in the Greater Toronto Area and 
co-hosted by the presbyteries of Oak 
Ridges and HanCa East. 

An additional motion put forward 
by Rev. Steve Filyk asked that Assem- 
bly Council, in planning the assembly, 
“be encouraged to recruit a speaker to 
address the renewal of the church.” 


Longer reports and hundreds of photos are 
available on presbyterianrecord.ca. 
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The clin levi Ces Chusech. 


General Assembly Voices 


Rev. Dr. Rick Horst 


MODERATOR OF THE 137TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


I’ve been hearing a lot of questions these days ... endeavoring 
to wrestle with the realities of church decline in our day ... 

But I ... think they’re not the best questions to ask at 
this time in our life, at this time in our history, because 
they are so institutionally focused and framed. Instead 
I think our pointed, perhaps searing question should be 
something more like this: Who are we helping in the 
name of Jesus Christ? That is to say, a missionally focused 
church is called to care far more about persons than about 
maintenance and survival. 

The loving, living, growing church of Jesus Christ is a 
church with the mission of caring at its heart. [It means] 
addressing real, human hurts and hopes through the gifts 
God has given you and me to share in Christ’s name every 
day. It’s not easy. But it’s clear. If you want to see Jesus, then 
serve like Jesus. 


Rev. Daniel Izquierdo Hernandez 
MODERATOR, 
PRESBYTERIAN REFORMED CHURCH IN CUBA 


We need to check what we have. Not what we don’t have ... 
God asks Moses, “What do you have in your hand?” 

[lesa sticks. 

Just a stick. We need to use our stick—whatever it is. 


Rt. Rev. Mark MacDonald 
NATIONAL INDIGENOUS BISHOP, 
ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA 


It is our goal to create a community of at least two or three 
people every place where there are indigenous people across 
Canada—a community that can help people see spiritual 
worth and rebirth. This is so important to us ... we have 
communities all over Canada saying, help us build a church. 
Historically we’ve had to say, we don’t have the money, or 
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we don’t have the capability. Now we can say if you have 
two or three people who will meet together to engage the 
gospel, then we can build the church. 


Imam Michael Taylor 
MEMBER OF THE CANADIAN COUNCIL OF IMAMS 


True dialogue lies in opportunities Muslims and Christians 
co-create with shared values, like love, like family, like 
empathy, like faithfulness. 

Muslims ... want to engage in dialogue that is active, 
that is real, that is meaningful. Someone has to take those 
first steps. I would like to take those first steps. 


Rev. Te-Chien (Andrew) Chang 
GENERAL SECRETARY, 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN TAIWAN 


This year we witnessed a very special milestone in Taiwan. 
During the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan’s General 
Assembly in April, we had the privilege of dedicating the 
first edition of the complete Bible in the Hakka language. 
Following 26 years of diligent labour the word of God is 
finally available for the Hakka people—in Taiwan and 
beyond—to read in their mother tongue. We praise God for 
His faithfulness. It is not necessary for me to remind you of 
the valuable role of the PCC in this venture and of Rev. Dr. 
Paul McLean in particular, who was a crucial member of the 
translation team. 


Sister Eun Sook Han 
RECIPIENT OF THE E.H. JOHNSON AWARD 
FOUNDER OF THE DIAKONIA SISTERHOOD IN KOREA 


I have lived the life of servanthood for 35 years. I have 
learned an important truth as I serve my neighbours. The 
truth is that it is not I who give them life by my sacrifice 
and support. Rather, it is they who give me life. I owe them 
my life because they have given me opportunities to love 
and serve. 


Amanda Henderson 


Loving and serving neighbours 
is not just giving them something 
to eat. Rather, it is to share joy and 
pain, to give hope and courage by 
taking responsibility over those who 
would be hopeless unless you took 
care of them. Our neighbours are the 
sick, the helpless, the imprisoned, the 
social outcast, the oppressed, the poor, 
the disabled and the weak. If I ignore 
them, I am sinning against my Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
REPRESENTATIVE 

During the past week of assembly I have 
heard words of concern and anxiety 
around questions of the church and 
the future—areas where we may not 
always agree, or the way forward is not 
yet clear. We stand on the riverbank. 
Yet at the same time we stop our 
business meetings for prayer. We pray 
for those among us who are struggling 
and we share concern for others 
around the world. We care deeply. The 
things I learned at school I have found 


embodied here in all of you. We are in 
fact standing in the river. 


KNOX COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVE 


Two weeks ago | was trying to drill a 
hole through a steel door frame. And 
after 20 seconds I realized the drill bit 
was no good. It wasn’t cutting. So I 
went and got a different drill bit and 
I got through. It reminded me ... the 
only way we can be on the cutting 
edge—for mission to have any real 
effect—is if the tool is sharp, if the tool 
has been honed by God himself ... it 
falls on us to come back to God and 
say, “God, I submit myself to what you 
would have me do.” 


GUEST BLOGGER FOR THE RECORD 


What I’m hearing from the assembly 
is a spirit driven to see what this 
theme [On the Edge] looks like on 
the ground. As we get ready to leave 
this place and return to all our various 
ministries in the wider church, we’re 
not only ready to dip our toes in the 
river, we’re ready to step off the edge 
and start crossing, start wading into 
new possibilities. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


‘Rev. Dr. Andrew Johns 


Rev. Janet Ryu Chan 
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MA cover story 


‘|b Ctads Wilk bi Susiestion 


Young adults blogging at assembly. 


Can | just say, this has been a 
very enlightening week. There 
are so many things that go on 
during General Assembly. Until 
you actually experience one, 
you may never know about tt. 


As a Young Adult Representative, I’ve now seen a lot of 
these things. For one thing, who knew there were so many 
committees? I sure didn’t. 

It’s been a wonderful learning experience to see just how 
the church’s decisions are made. On our very first night, 
they sat us down and explained exactly how to make a 
motion, vote on an amendment, and defer a conversation 
to a later time. In simple terms (which is what we needed 
to begin with): It starts with a suggestion. From there, you 
can suggest a change to the original suggestion, then even 
make a suggestion to that suggestion. Then if there are 
things that need to be thought about more, it can be sent to 
a committee or moved to another meeting. Then they went 
and threw the word “sederunt” at us. Want to know how 
to stump 12 young adults? Ask them to tell you what that 
is. For the YARs of 2012 it means sitting in uncomfortable 
chairs, listening to the commissioners all around us debating 
the issues we only get an advisory vote on. 

—Kaitlyn Lamont, Presbytery of Ottawa 


When I was first asked to be one of the Young Adult 
Representatives at the General Assembly, I wasn’t sure 
what I was suppose to expect and was concerned about 
my responsibilities as a YAR. However, it was a great 
opportunity for me to interact with Presbyterians from all 
over Canada, learning from one another through sharing 
experiences. | made many new friends and had such an 
amazing time. Everyone was extremely encouraging and 
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welcoming, thanking us for raising our voices as YARs 
and giving us the opportunity to express our opinions as 
the “present” of the church. Furthermore, this assembly 
educated and informed me about my church and how the 
PCC works as a whole. I was grateful to be here! Thank you. 
(P.S. The food was great, too!) 

—Michelle Hwang, Presbytery of HanCa West 


I think it’s amazing that we can have such a diverse 
representation of our church in one place to discuss 
important issues. I arrived with the expectation that a 
meeting of this size would be burdened with procedure; 
however the business of the church was carried out with 
reasonable discussion and efficiency. Upon leaving, | am 
encouraged by how valued my opinion as a YAR was at 
this assembly, and that the renewal of our church has been 
recognized by many of the leaders as a current issue. 

—Ivan MacLean, Presbytery of Prince Edward Island 


I have appreciated being able to give an advisory vote 
on issues that I feel strongly about. The support of 
commissioners and others in attendance has been 
overwhelming and I have been glad to receive it. I have also 
enjoyed hearing from ecumenical and international visitors 
and to see how our church is involved in many different 
areas around the world. 

—Sarah Gletnak, Presbytery of West Toronto 


It has been an amazing experience so far! all the YARs are 
kinda almost like family already (well, that’s what I think 
at least) and the fellowship is amazing not only between 
our group of YARs, but also between everybody else at the 
assembly which is quite an amazing thing to see: people 
from all over the country coming together to worship. 
Overall, it has been a very interesting and fun experience! @ 
—Giles Alexander Meloche, Presbytery of Essex-Kent 


COVER STORY 


Ivan MacLean 


The fellowship is amazing not only between our group of 
YARS, but also between everybody else at the assembly 
which Is quite an amazing thing to see: people from all 


over the country coming together to worship 
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Reflections on GA 188. syerep stewart 


| Nn ave EXD (| S a ced General Assembly 


as a student representative, twice as a commissioner, 
twice as a one-day visitor and this year as part of the 
local arrangements committee. Each gives you a unique 
perspective. Each has its advantages. 

Because my responsibilities included staying close to 
our local arrangements table for most of assembly, rather 
than experiencing the sederunts myself, I got more of a 
feel of how commissioners were responding. It seemed 
they began the week on somewhat of a high after the 
opening worship and the banquet. 
This continued into morning 
worship. (The text of Rev. Dr. Emily 
Bisset’s message can be found at 
presbyterian.ca/ webfm_send/7063.) 

There seemed, however, lower 
expectations going into the weekday 


sederunts. I saw _ experienced 
commissioners attempting to 
temper first-timers’ expectations. 


Monday and Tuesday there were certainly mixed responses 
to the business conducted. Some seemed disappointed by 
the debate and others by some of the decisions. There was 
however an overall quiet expectation—a modest hope that 
something would yet be accomplished of a significant nature. 
On Wednesday afternoon, just as the Life and Mission 
Agency’s report was coming to a close, Rev. Dr. Clyde Ervine 
rose to make an additional motion. He gave a stirring and 
passionate preamble and then presented his motion (you can 
read it in the minutes of assembly: presbyterian.ca/webfm_ 
send/7076). It is important to note that Ervine did not speak 
in criticism of the LMA and its report. Rather, he expressed a 
desire for there to be a radical focus shift towards congregations 
that are the actual life and heart of Canadian Presbyterianism. 
There was an immediate response. First, there was no dissent 
observed to the motion. Second, there was a buzz and an 
energy created that has lasted beyond General Assembly. I have 
personally experienced widespread discussion and an almost 
viral spreading of the message of the preamble and motion. 
Here is the problem: It is just too easy for a motion like 
this to have no greater life than its place in the Acts and 
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Let’s pray and work 
for congregational 
revitalization and renewal 
all across this land 


Proceedings of the General Assembly (also known as “the 
Blue Book”). My hope and prayer is much greater than this. 
Could we begin an era dedicated to the encouragement 
and renewal of our congregations? Could our energy and 
resources be partially redirected to rebuilding the backbone 
of our denomination—the local church? 

While we continue to struggle for a vision and mission 
statement for the Church, can we have a strategy for 
the turnaround needed locally? Our work outside our 
congregations is important. Our call in Micah 6:8 continues 
to inform us: “He has shown you, 
O mortal, what is good. And what 
does the Lord require of you? To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” 

The call, I believe, is*negeto 
criticize or regret what we have been 
doing, but rather to look forward, and 
strategize and prioritize for a vibrant 
future. This gives me great hope and 
Iam not alone. One of the benefits I experience through the 
Renewal Fellowship is meeting and communicating with 
congregations, through ministers and laity across the country. 
I want all of you to know that it would be hard to overstate 
the amount of dialogue and excitement I am hearing. 

I am sure that there will be a variety of ideas about 
what should happen next. Some will believe that nothing 
should be changed. That option is not possible as General 
Assembly has spoken. Some would call for study and report 
and committees and more reports. 

This is a call to action. One of the first actions is to 
call together a national summit of congregational leaders, 
both ministers and laity, and to hear from them how we as 
the church can work together and give congregations the 
assistance and encouragement they identify as needed. 

Let’s pray for and work for congregational revitalization 
and renewal all across this land. And let’s not be distracted 
or diverted away from this call. & 


Rev. Fred Stewart is executive director of Renewal Fellowship 
within the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


=> MEET OUR NEW MODERATOR, JOHN VISSERS 


Christ the Centre 


THE ONLY VISION THERE IS FOR OUR CHURCH. BY JOHN VISSERS 


few months ago a friend 
described’ Jesus . Christ 
A i with these words, “His 
centre is everywhere, his circum- 
ference nowhere.” It wasn’t an 
entirely original thought, and she 
probably got it from Augustine or 
Gis ehesterton But at the time it 
grabbed my attention. 

Christians believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, the beginning 
and the end (Revelation” 22:13). 
Scripture declares he is _ before 
all things and in him all things 
hold together (Colossians 1:17). 
Christian faith is Christ-centred 
because it affirms that in the life, 
teachings, suffering, death, resur- 
rection and ascension of Jesus we 
meet the creator, sustainer and 
redeemer of all things. 

It’s true that some Christians 
feel the need to proclaim Christ in 
ways that seem narrow and exclu- 
sive and judgmental. But the Jesus 
of the gospels does not exclude; he 
embraces. God’s great love for the 
world is given supremely in out- 
stretched arms on a cross. The good 
news is that the ascended Christ is 
present everywhere; his reach knows 
no boundaries. 

Atmits *best,= the - Presbytetian 
Church in Canada bears witness to 
a Christ-centred faith that is both 
robust and inclusive. We believe 
that Jesus Christ is the only king 
and head of the church and that we 
are called to participate in Christ’s 


If we try to save Our 
life as a church, 
we'll probably lose it. 
But if we are willing 
to lose our life as a 
church for the sake of 
Christ and his gospel, 
we may just find it 


ministry in the world. We know this 
means bearing witness to Christ by 
what we say and what we do. We 
know it means listening to every- 
one’s voice, especially the betrayed 
and suffering people of our world, 
where Christ is already present and 
at work. We know it means being 
unashamed of the gospel and confi- 
dent in its saving power. 

We also know it takes great 
wisdom and sensitivity and humility 
to be a faithful follower of Jesus 


From the Moderator Back Se 


today. We live among Christians 
with different traditions and 
practices, people of other religious 
faiths and increasingly people of no 
religious faith at all. We live in a vast 
land among people of First Nations, 
English and French, and diverse 
immigrant populations. We are part 
of a global community. 

The great challenge before us as 
Presbyterians may not be our institu- 
tional future as a church: it may be 
whether we can faithfully and sensi- 
tively bear witness to Jesus Christ in 
our time. If we try to save our life as 
a church, we’ll probably lose it. But 
if we are willing to lose our life as a 
church for the sake of Christ and his 
gospel, we may just find it. 

The 138th General Assembly 
sought to bear witness to Jesus 
Christ with courage and faith. It was 
a privilege to sit in the moderator’s 
chair and listen to the voices of our 
church, young and old, ministers 
and elders, women and men, increas- 
ingly diverse ethnic and linguistic 
groups, all speak with passion and 
conviction about the Jesus they fol- 
low and the vision they have for this 
church—Christ’s church. 

In the year ahead, I ask you to 
pray that I will be given grace to bear 
witness to Jesus Christ, the centre of 
our faith, our hope and our love. 

In Christ, 

John Vissers @ 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is principal of 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
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Petawawa, Ont. 


St. Andrew’s, Whycocomagh, 
and Little Narrows, N.S. 


It's tradition for a lady to wear her best bonnet on Easter Sunday. This year, To mark the 100th anniversary of the 
a member graciously shared one of her hats with Rev. Seung Kim. The other sinking of the Titanic, Rev. Andrew 


women didn’t seem to mind. 
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MacDonald held an outdoor memorial 
service.“| wanted to do something 
worthy of the victims and survivors,” 

he said. During the service on April 15, 
stories were shared, a bell was tolled and 
flowers were scattered in Whycocomagh 
Bay in memory of those who lost their 
lives in the disaster. 


St. James, Oxford, and St. Andrew’s, 
Riverview, N.S. 

The Mattinson family celebrated one confirmation and four 
baptisms on May 13. After twins Taylor and Mackenzie asked if 
they could be baptized, the whole family decided to join them 
in publicly expressing their faith. And since the Mattinsons 
attend both St. James and St. Andrew’s, the two churches joined 
together for this unique event. Rev. Gregory Dickson (left) 
confirmed Christopher as a member of St. James and baptized 
MacKenzie, Kendel, Emma and Taylor. 


People & Places BACK 


St. Andrew’s, 

Brampton, Ont. 

After 66 years of combined 
service, elders Farquhar and Mae 
MacDonald decided to retire and 
“make way for younger blood on 
session.” They continue to be active 
in the life of the church: Farquhar 
as usher and trustee, Mae as choir 
member and pianist for nursing 
home services. Here, Rev. Rebekah 
Mitchell and clerk of session, Molly 
Harvey (far right), present the 
couple with a gift of appreciation. 


Memorial, Rocky 
Mountain House, Alta. 
Sunday school students present 
handcrafted signs which teach of 
ways to support farmers in Pakistan. 
The students raised $750 in four 
months by selling cookies, donating 
their Sunday school offerings and 
organizing a carnival and walk-a- 
thon. Their work was part of a larger 
project called the Sunday School 
Challenge, initiated by Presbyterian 
World Service and Development 
and the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 


St. David and St. Martin, 
Ottawa 

Ninety-six-year-old May Jones 
became St. David and St. Martin's 
“newest saint” in April. For the 

last 12 years May has been a well 
loved regular; it was a joy for the ON OUR WEBSITE: 
congregation to welcome her as a 
full member. 


An Easter pulpit fall from 
Southampton, Ont. 
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Updates from the Life & Mission Agency — 


www.presbyterian.ca/Ima | 
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1-800- 619- 7301 50 ons Drive, Toronto, Ontano MSC 


65 Years of -PWS&D! 


For 65 years, our church has 
been actively supporting 
oeople in need through 
Presbyterian World Service & 
Development. While the 


# global context has evolved 


mm since 1947, what has not 

# changed is a commitment to 
@ Christ's message of love 

f through justice, poverty 
reduction and support in 


Mm times of disaster. Through 


PWS&D, we reveal our faith 

fm and demonstrate our belief 

fy that even amidst the 

| bleakest moments, life 
prevails over death and 

§ hope is stronger than despair. 
m Thank you for 65 years of your 
prayers and support! 


Congregations 

# supported by 

# Canadian Ministries’ 
| fund 


Burns Presbyterian Church in 
Ashburn, Ontario, 
recently renovated 


www.flickr.com/pcconnect 


and upgraded its building to better 
serve the people of their 
community. The congregation 
began with a well crafted plan, 
sought advice from appropriate 
groups, and obtained support from 
both within and beyond the 
congregation. The project, 
supported by the McBain/ Barker 
Small Community Capital Fund 
through Canadian Ministries, helped 
improve washroom facilities, 
increased accessibility, and assisted 
the congregation meet current 
municipal and provincial standards. 
Other congregations have been 
supported by grants from this fund in 
their efforts to become more energy 
efficient, safer, and better able to 
serve the needs of the worshipping 
community and community groups. 


Retirement Celebrations 


On Wednesday, June 13th the 
national office staff, family, friends 
and invited guests celebrated with 
the Rev. Gordon Haynes and The 
Rev. Dr. Ron Wallace their upcoming 
retirements. Friends and former 
colleagues 
shared 
memories of 


working with these two 
gentlemen over the many 
years of their ministry in The 
Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. Best wishes were 


F) also extended by the former 
— Moderator, the Rev. Dr. Rick 


Horst and the Moderator of 
the 138'» General Assembly, 
the Rev. Dr. John Vissers. 


Gordon served in 
congregational ministry for 
many years and at the 
national office (Canada 
Ministries) since 1997. For the 
oast 10 months he was 
engaged in a research 
oroject, the results of which 
will be presented to the Life 
and Mission Agency 
Committee in the fall. 


During his ministry Ron served as 
a missionary, a congregational 
minister and since 2003, as 
the Associate Secretary for 
International Ministries. 
Current and former overseas 
staff were also in attendance 


| to honour Ron on this 


occasion. 


Market Place sack ee 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. classifieds 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 


: , ; : Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 


519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


CROWNEX LTD. WINTER ON VANCOUVER IS., DUNCAN, B.C. 


Robemakers and Tailors ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN Cozy, country, 1800 sq. ft. rancher on 3 acres. 
Custom tailored clergy robes, IN STAINED GLASS 5 minutes to town. Piano available. 
Choir gowns, vestments, academic robes (905) 669-4244 Nov.15 2012 - Mar. 30 2013 
1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET Email hal1150@telus.net 
Tel: 416-503-1288 www.crownex.com CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 127 or phone 1-250-746-5288. Reasonable Rent! 


eK EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


RML e custom designed memorial windows 
© traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ° storm glazing 
oad e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 
Robert McC ausland _ 471 Newbold Street, 
Limited London, Ont. N6E 1K4 


519) 649-7225 PROTECTIVE 
Artists & Craftsmen eo 649-7226 GLAZING 


of Stained Glass since 1856 Tm edwardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
30 Chauncey Avenue 1920 www.edwardsglass.net 97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. London, Ont. N6J 2K2 


Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 fy Toll Free 877-575-2321 
? oy THEN 5 - 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 BEER, Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society www.sunrisestainedglass.com 


Does your new employee read the Place your employment ad 
MACAU RM RM in our next issue and find 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 th e D & rfe ct can d i d ate fa st. 


or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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WOH sack Ministry Opportunities 


Ministry Opportunities 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Summerside, P.E.I., Summerside; Interim 
Moderators Rev. Mark Buell, RR 1, Belle River, 
PE COA 1B0; mwbuell@ihis.org and Rev. 
Andrew Hutchinson, 18 Edgehill Terrace, 
Stratford, PE C1B 2V4; atgh@bellaliant.net. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN 
ONTARIO 

Montreal, Cote des Neiges; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Dan Shute, Presbyterian 
College, 3495 University St., Montreal, QC 
H3A 1A8; dshute@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Montreal, The Church of St. Andrew and St. 
Paul; Associate minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 University St., 
Montreal, QC _H3A 2A8; 514-288-5256 
extension 202; 
pastoralstudies@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Winchester, Ont., St. Paul's; Chesterville, St. 


Andrew’s; Morewood; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO Box 131, 
Maxville, ON KOC 1T0; 613-538-2582; 
jim_olga@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 
ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Brampton, St. Andrew’s; Senior minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Harvey Self, PO Box 
276, Orangeville, ON LOW 2Z7;519-941- 
1334; office@tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org. 

Markham, Markham Chinese; Full-time 
associate minister for English-speaking 
ministry, familiarity with Mandarin and 
Cantonese languages beneficial; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Sam Priestley, 19 Elm Lea St., 
Markham, ON L3P 3M8; 905-294-1633; 
sam.priestley@bell.net. 

Mississauga, Clarkson Road; Interim 
Moderator Pastor Howard Sullivan, 


To feature your employment opportunity please contact Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


The Church of 


i St. Andrew and St. Paul 


...iS Seeking an associate minister 


We are a vibrant, growing congregation with members from a range of backgrounds 
and cultural communities. We worship in an historic Montreal church located close to 
several universities within a culturally rich city center. 

We offer traditional worship characterized by excellence in preaching and music. As 
a congregation of over 700 members and adherents, we are served by a very capable and 


dedicated lay leadership and lead minister. 


Having strengths in several areas of ministry, we desire to grow these strengths in new 
directions. Therefore, we are seeking an associate minister whose primary gifts are in 
leadership development, building community and strengthening outreach. The associate 
minister will also help to lead worship and preach occasionally throughout the year. 

A working knowledge of French, or a willingness to learn, would be an advantage 
for living and working in Montreal. A copy of our profile with a complete ministry 
description can be found at www.standrewstpaul.com. 


Interim Moderator: Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 University St. Montreal, H3A 2A8 
Tel. 514-288-5256 ext 202 Email: pastoralstudies@presbyteriancollege.ca 
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170 Main St.E., Milton, ON LOT 1N8;905- 
878-6060; pastor.howard92@gmail.com. 
Mississauga, Dixie; Full-time minister, Interim 
Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, 83 Trafalgar 
Rd., PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0; 

519-855-6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

Nottawa, Emmanuel; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 
206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 
705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oro, Trinity Community; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Jim Sitler, 1003 Cherish Creek Lane, 
RR 3, Bracebridge, ON P1L 1X1; 705-645- 
5650; cherishcreek@sympatico.ca. 

Oshawa, St. Luke’s and St. James (new two- 
point charge); Joint Interim Moderators Rev. 
Dr. Lynda Reid, lyndareid@bellnet.ca and 
Rev. Dr. lan Clark, drianclark@gmail.com. 

Parry Sound, St. Andrew’s; Pastor of Word 
and Sacraments; Interim Moderator 
Rev. George Anderson, c/o St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, 1 High St., 
Huntsville, ON P1H 2R3; 705-789- 

2122; george@standrewshuntsville.ca; 
standrewsparrysound.org. 

Pickering, Amberlea; Co-Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeremy Bellsmith, c/o Burns 
Presbyterian Church, 765 Myrtle Rd., 
Ashburn, ON LOB 1A0; 
jeremy@burnschurch.org. 

Scarborough, Melville; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Dennis Cook, c/o St. Timothy’s Presbyterian 
Church, 97 Burcher Rd., Ajax, ON L1S 2R3; 
905-683-6122; dencook@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Brussels, Melville; Part-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Don McCallum, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 220 Livingstone Ave. 
N., Listowel, ON N4W 1P9; 519-291-4690; 
donpmccallum@wightman.ca. 

Burlington, Knox; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Robert Docherty, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 461 Elizabeth St., 
Burlington, ON L7R 4B1; 905-333-3013; 
revbob.docherty@gmail.com. 

Dresden, St. Andrew’s and Rutherford; Full- 
time minister for two-point charge; current 
video of you preaching/leading worship 
would be an asset; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Douglas Cameron, 251 Duncan St., 
Wallaceburg, ON N8A 5G5; 519-397-9132; 


pastordoug-im@thosecamerons.com. 

\Iderton, Bethel; Part-time; Carl Crossett, 
Convener of Search Committee, 14846 
Fifteen Mile Rd.,RR 2, enfield, ON NOM 
1P0; 519-225-2733; ccrossett@quadro.net. 

Jarvis, Knox and Walpole, Chalmer’s; Full-time 
minister for two-point charge; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Cathy Kay, 101 Chapman St. 
W., Port Dover,ON NOA 1NO; 519-583-2344; 
kay.clanS@gmail.com. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Barry Van Dusen, 770 Lakeshore Rd., 
Sarnia, ON N7T 2715;519-542-2253; 
barry.peggy.vandusen@sympatico.ca. 

Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. John Hibbs; 35 
Giffin Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 7N5; 905-627- 
9080; jayhibbs@cogeco.ca. 

Wiarton, St. Paul’s; Minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Terry Samuel, PO Box 931, Lion’s Head, 
ON NOH 1W0; 519-793-6265 or 519-396- 
6082; tsamuel@bmts.com. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 
NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Kenora, Ont., Anamiewigummig-Kenora 
Fellowship Centre; Executive Director; 
Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, 
MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mymts.net. 

Winnipeg, Man., First; Interim Moderator 
Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, 
MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mymts.net. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 
NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Grace; Associate minister (Pastoral 
Care); Rev. Peter Coutts, Presbytery 
Representative, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 703 Heritage Dr. 
NW, Calgary, AB T2V 2W4; 403-255-0001; 
pcoutts@standrewscalgary.ca; 
gracecalgary.org. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Comox Valley; Interim Moderator Rev. John 
Green, 579 Grayson Rd., Campbell River, BC 
VOW 6K3; revjohngreen@gmail.com. 


Vancouver, Vancouver Taiwanese; Interim 
Moderator Dr. Ted Siverns; 604-530-2401; 
tsiverns@lightspeed.ca. 

Victoria, Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. 

Irwin Cunningham, c/o Saanich Peninsula 
Presbyterian Church, 9296 East Saanich Rd., 
North Saanich, BC V8L 1H8; 250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. 


Obituaries 


Caldwell, Rev. Dr. Malcolm Archibald: 
The Lord called Malcolm to his heavenly 
home on March 1, 2012. He was a 
graduate of Sydney Mines High School, 
N.S., earned his Bachelor of Arts degree 
at Gordon College and Master of Divinity 
degree from Gordon-Conwell Seminary, 
Mass., USA. In 1990, Gordon-Conwell 
conferred on Malcolm the Honorary 
Doctorate of Divinity degree. 

Malcolm served the Lord in the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada in the 
presbyteries of Miramichi, Ottawa, 
Saint John and Cape Breton. He was a 
padre at St. Margaret’s Radar Base, N.B., 
and Legion padre in Sydney, N.S., and 
Merrickville, Ont. 

A service of remembrance 
thanksgiving for Malcolm’s life was held on 
March 5 in St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church 
Ottawa. Rev. James Hurd conducted the 


and 


service, Rev. Clarence Witten gave the 
meditation, his sons Donald A., Malcolm 
P. and daughter Mary Ferguson expressed 
thanks for their father’s love, wise counsel, 
humour and teaching over the years. They 
appreciated his expository preaching of 
God’s word with its saving power of the 
gospel to his congregations. 

Malcolm is survived by his beloved wife 
Lois (MacQueen) of 59 years, his children’s 
spouses, seven grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. He was predeceased 
by his parents Major Archibald Caldwell 
and Marguerite (MacLeod) Caldwell; 
brothers Lloyd, James, George and Quincy, 
and sister Georgia in infancy. 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of His saints”. (Psalm 116:15) 


Obituaries Back 


Duncan, Joyce Eleanor (nee Cairns), wife 
of the Rev. Dr. Allan M. Duncan, passed 
away on May 4, 2012 (their SSth wedding 
anniversary) after a 16-and-a-half-year 
struggle with Parkinson’s. Eleanor was 
born in Montreal, the daughter of David 
Cairns and Elsie Brereton. Her early youth 
was lived in N.D.G. until high school 
when her family moved to St. Laurent. 
They were among the founding members 
of St. Laurent Presbyterian Church. 

Throughout her life Eleanor was 
active in church work. She taught in 
church schools for 47 years and was ac- 
tive in the WMS serving as president 
and secretary of the evening auxiliary 
of First Church, Brockville, Ont., and 
as secretary of the Brockville presbyte- 
rial. She was honoured by being made a 
“life member.” For several years she was 
a leader of C.O.C., Explorers and C.G.LT. 
groups. She was involved in Group 4 of 
Presbyterian Women at First Church. She 
participated in the work of Amnesty In- 
ternational, being a founding member of 
the Brockville chapter. 

Eleanor is sadly missed by her hus- 
band and by their two sons, David 
(Chris) and Terry (Laura); four grandchil- 
dren, Elizabeth, Andrew, Thomas and 
Katie; two great-grandchildren, Lillian- 
Grace and Abigail Eleanor; and a brother, 
Lorne (Jennie) of Two Mountains, Que. 
She was predeceased by her parents and 
one brother, Robert. The funeral service 
conducted by the Rev. Doug Johns was 
held at First Church on May 9. Assisting 
in the service were Sister Mary Ruddy, a 
friend for over 70 years and also Terry 
and Laura who sang On Eagles’ Wings. 
Terry also sang A Woodland Revelation, 
a poem Eleanor had composed for her 
mother when she was 16 and which he 
had set to music. 

We give thanks for her life, for all that 
she was by nature and by grace, rejoicing 
in the promise of the gospel that “death 
is swallowed by victory ... thanks be to 
God who gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore be stead- 
fast ... always abounding in the work of 
the Lord.” @ 
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It’s Sunday morming and the women’s choir 


is belting out, “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound/ 


Which saved a child like me ...” And somehow that 
doesn’t ring quite right. Wasn’t the word “wretch” in the 
old days? Then I remember all the times when people have 
objected to that word. After all, wretch sounds like you’re 
a real down-and-outer, just like those street people that we 
always try to avoid. So maybe the choir refused to sing it 
that way. But probably the sheet music just read “child.” 
I haven’t looked very much at the hymn book lately, but 
maybe it’s child there too, at least as a footnote. 

And then it hits me: “If I’m a child now, and not a 
wretch like I used to be, maybe that changes things.” So 
I think, “Well, if I’m really a child, maybe I don’t need 
‘amazing’ grace anymore; ‘pretty good’ grace would 
probably do.” 

But then I think, “Well, maybe child isn’t quite the 
right word either. I like to think of myself as an ‘okay 
guy.’” So put it all together and we have something like, 
“Pretty good grace, how sweet the sound/ Which saved an 
okay guy like me ...” Of course, somebody else will have 
to finesse the words. I’m basically an idea guy. 

But then | think, “If I’m really an okay guy, and I’m 
pretty sure that I am, do I really need grace at all?” That’s 
a tough one. Maybe I need just a tiny bit of grace—sort of 
a hand up to heaven. So then it would be, “O teeny-weeny 
grace, how glad I am/ That you are all I need ...” But I’m not 
so sure that this new improved version goes so well with the 
rest of the hymn. So maybe I need to pull back a little. 
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Come to think of it, I never much liked the word 
‘sweet.’ It’s just too .... sweet. To me it’s not a really nice 
word. Hey, how about ‘nice.’ No one can object to that. So 
now we're at, “O teeny-weeny grace, how nice the sound/ 
Which gave a little help to a super-nice guy like me ...” I 
know that doesn’t sound quite right, but the church has 
committees which look into fixing up hymns for use in 
church. They should be able to run with this. 

Anyway the idea is that grace is important, even if we 
don’t really need it. But you can’t go back to saying that 
people are wretches nowadays. That’s just not going to 
fly. Why do you think that people are leaving the church? 

Problem is, some people may not even know what grace 
means. So maybe we need to find another word that’s a 
little more neutral. Nowadays people think that business 
is the thing. Hey, they’ll never know it if you sneak a bit of 
Adam Smith in there. How about, “O invisible hand, how 
nice you are/ To help us okay guys...” 

Hm ... Maybe that too is getting a little off track. Let’s just 
go back to my favorite version. But I’m rather uncomfortable 
with the ‘good’ in pretty good grace. Some people may take 
it as too moralistic a word. How about ‘nice’ instead of good. 
Although I think that I’ve got one too many nices in there. 
I'll just replace one nice with a ‘neat.’ So now the whole 
thing reads, “Pretty nice grace, how neat the sound/ Which 
helps out okay guys like me ...” There! I’d like to see anyone 
improve on that! “Pretty nice grace.” | like it. 


Kevin McCabe is a freelance writer. 


For the Journey gy 


He ts both the media and the message. 
It is Christ in me, communicating through me 


continued from page 50 


see the fella catch fish after fish, all of 
them large. We were lucky to catch a 
couple of small ones. The next day it 
was a repeat performance. By day three 
I couldn’t contain myself any longer. I 
waddled over the few feet between our 
digs and nonchalantly asked him how 
they were making out. 

“Oh, today I caught 10 Rainbow 
and two Brookies, five of ‘em over 
19 inches. The wife caught about the 
same. It’s been like that every day,” he 
said. “How did you do?” 

I didn’t answer his nosey question. 
“Can I see ‘em?” I said, trying hard not 
to disguise the disdain in my voice. 

“Oh no, we do nothing but catch 
and release,” he said. “Do you keep 
everything you catch?” 

Again I didn’t answer his nosey 
question. “What are you using?” I 
asked, trying to sound as uninterested 
as I could. 

POU usta tiissones tly, ele said. 
“Both me and the wife, we’re just using 
this one fly. But you have to present it 
to the fish in just the right way, real 
deep and dead slow on the troll. What 
are you using?” 

“Grummmphhh!” I said, as I 
stomped back to the trailer. I didn’t 
want to have to tell the guy that 
Linda and | had been using just about 
every fly in a box full of flies that I had 
artfully hand tied. In fact, my fingers 
were sore and raw from changing 
flies so many times. And we had tried 
just about every kind of presentation 
of each fly we could come up with. I 
was disgusted. Linda and I were lucky 
to catch a couple of small fish a day 
between us, using every fly in my 
arsenal, fished every way possible. 
This guy and his wife were daily 
catching a couple of dozen really big 
fish between them, using only one fly, 
fished in one “right way.” And they 
were throwing them all back? But I 
had his number; I saw his fly. In fact 


I even photographed it and through 
good fly-fisherman intelligence (oops, 
I oxymoroned) I know the one “right 
way” to present it. 

It is winter as I write this. I have 
tied a box full of my nemesis’ “one 
fly” and even now I am plotting my 
return to Raven Lake to redeem my 
fly-fishing reputation. I will present it 
just the way he told me to. But in the 
process, the whole experience has been 
dragged through the scriptures and it 
has set me to pondering. One scripture 
in particular has kept rising to the 
surface; Paul says to the Corinthians: 
“For I decided to know nothing among 
you except Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:2) 

Paul had been evangelizing the 
Corinthians but it had gotten really 
competitive and confusing. Several 
others had come in after him with all 
kinds of glitz and glitter, with all kinds of 
boasts and credentials, adding all kinds 
of attractive claims. The temptation 
must have been intense; the temptation 
to add the glitz and glitter, to make all 
kinds of boasts and claims, too. But Paul 
decides to stick with one fly, with one 
attractant, with Jesus Christ and him 
crucified presented in just the right 
way. The right way, according to Paul, 
was in a very fleshy, unostentatious, 
imperfect, perhaps even weak but very 
authentically human way. It’s something 
Paul learned from the Master. 

When I read 1 Corinthians 2:2 
and think about my own attempts to 
attract people to the church—and the 
church’s attempts to attract people 
to itself—and when I examine it all 
through the lens of my summer’s fly 
fishing experience, I have to confess 
to feeling a tad embarrassed. It seems 
like I have been going about the 
whole evangelization thing the way 
I fly fish, frantically casting about 
with everything in my box of church 
tricks, whipping the waters into a 


froth and catching very little. Where 
is the one thing? Where is Jesus Christ 
crucified, authentically and humanly 
presented? 

Will I never learn? Evangelization 
is about the one thing, Jesus Christ 
and him crucified. He is both the 
media and the message. It is Christ in 
me, communicating through me—as 
human and imperfect as I am—the 
gospel truth that there is a living God 
who loves the world and everyone 
in the world so unconditionally that 
He has sent his own Son to become 
flesh, to teach the world, to take on 
the sin of the world, to pay sin’s price 
by his death on a cross and through 
his resurrection to offer new life to all 
who receive him. That is the message 
of the one thing. And this one thing 
needs be presented in just the right 
way, flesh to flesh, mano a mano, 
authentically humanly proclaimed. 
We can fuss over all kinds of other 
attractants but it is the saving grace 
of God through the message of Jesus 
Christ crucified (and risen) that 
catches and saves women and men. 
The other attractants amount to 
style not substance. We can fuss with 
changing church services to be more 
“seeker friendly,” we can mess with 
the music to make it more professional 
or perhaps even more upbeat, we can 
build a new more attractive building 
with padded pews, or we can do the 
very Presbyterian thing and mount 
another General Assembly survival 
initiative; we can fuss with all that 
stuff and it won’t make us more 
effective fishers of women and men. 
The Master “fisher of men,” the best 
the world ever knew, calls and teaches 
his disciples that its “one thing” 
presented the right way. @ 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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Be For the Journey 


EE LER oT aT aS ES 
ES 


The One Thing 


LESSONS FROM A FISHERMAN. sy DAVID WEBBER 


ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


* hat on earth is that guy doing?” 
' Linda asked. 

“Whaaa!” I said as I awoke with a 
: loud choke and a snort. 

It was midday nap time and Linda was kneeling on 
the trailer bed and looking out the window. Just outside 
was another camper mounted on a Ford 4x4 diesel pickup 
truck, roaring its engine and trying to wallow through the 
mud and wedge itself between our trailer and a pine tree. 
I stabbed my fists in my eyes, rolled over and got on my 
knees to join Linda who was administering dark menacing 
looks out our trailer window. 

“Why on earth would anyone try to park so close to 
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us in a remote campsite like this?” said Linda. “Don’t they 
get it? We braved the Chilcotin mud and rain to get here 
precisely to be away from people.” 

I didn’t say much but watched as the young couple, 
both in their early 50s, negotiated with one another as they 
attempted to negotiate the camper past our travel trailer 
towards a muddy bit of ground about six metres from us. 
Eventually they somehow managed it and proceeded to set 
up camp on our doorstep. We proceeded to enthusiastically 
ignore them. They proceeded to get all their fly-fishing gear 
out and fish the pants off of us for the entire week that we 
shared the site and the lake with them. 

The next day I spied on them from our canoe and I could 

continued on page 49 
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Tt ICTO ATION RY PADDY FAI C/IE AR>-AGENGY, 


“This story is about being on the edge of possibility, 
It is about being on the brink of newness. 
This story is a culmination story—the end of a long, complex journey, 
which is also about the beginning of a whole new complicated adventure.” 


—Rev. Emily Bisset, sermon. on Joshua 3:1-17. Delivered June 4 at General Assembly. 
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ttle things 
make a big 
difference 


That’s why, at Johnson Inc., we pay attention to the details. Above 
and beyond extensive coverage, here are a few of the other ways 
we'll take care of subscribers to the Presbyterian Record: 


MEDOCi Travel Insurance: 
1-866-606-3362 


= Emergency Medical Coverage 
® Choice of two Annual Plans 
® Trip Cancellation, Interruption & Delay Insurance 


| Home and Auto Insurance: 
1-800-563-0677 


# Special Discounts 
@ 24-hour Service 
w Earn AIR MILES® reward miles 


Long Term Care Insurance: 
1-877-582-7526 


m Protect your retirement income 
@ Reduce the burden of caregiving 
= Choose the plan to meet your needs 


Seay Shaeeneey ee J O H N SO N o 


Home and auto insurance is available through Johnson Inc,, a licensed intermediary, Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company (Unifund). Unifund and Johnson Inc, share common ownership. Only home insurance is available in BC, SK and MB. 
An alternate plan is available in QC. Eligibility requirements, limitations and exclusions may apply. AIR MILES® reward miles awarded on regular home and auto insurance policies underwritten by Unifund. At the time premium is paid, one AIR MILES reward mile is 
awarded for each $20 in premium (including taxes). AIR MILES reward miles not available in SK, MB or QC. ®™ Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V, used under license by LoyaltyOne.Inc. and Johnson Inc. (for Unifund). MEDOC" is a Registered Trademark 
of Johnson Inc. MEDOC is underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada and administered by Johnson Inc. johnson Inc. and Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada share common ownership, A 90-day Health Stability Clause applies 
to pre-existing medical conditions, For a trip to be covered for Trip Cancellation, MEDOC coverage must be in effect on the day of booking your trip or purchased a) within 5 business days of booking your trip or b) prior to any cancellation penalties being charged 
for that trip. A complete summary of conditions, limitations and exclusions is available from Johnson Inc. and is outlined in your MEDOC Travel Insurance Policy. Long Term Care Insurance is underwritten by The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company (Manulife 
Financial) and is administered through Johnson Inc. In all instances official policy wording will prevail. As with all advertising carried in the record, no endorsement by the magazine or the board is implied nor is there partnership with the advertiser. CAT_07.2012 
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FOR THE RECORD 


Facing the Void 


MILLENNIALS KEEP DROPPING OUT OF CHURCH. BY MIRIAM SMIT 


4d are career 
starters, we 
are young 


adults, we are university graduates, 
newly married couples and future- 
oriented individuals. We are moti- 
vated, dedicated and passionate. And 
there does not seem to be a place for 
us in our churches ... Young adults 
often feel dismissed—whether that 
be the intention or not—at least for 
a few years, until we have aged suf- 
ficiently to be taken seriously, or un- 
til we have children in the Sunday 
school and have a ‘right’ to speak to 
church issues. We find ourselves feel- 
ing frustrated, voiceless and often- 
times ignored.” 

Four years ago Patricia and Ryan 
Browne contributed these words 
to the Presbyterian Record. Three 
years ago I personally approached 
this void. Leaving high school and 
entering university, I faced a gap in 
my church and the slow loss of many 
of my friends from Sunday morning. 

Without my parents to drive me, 
I quickly lost interest in getting up 
to attend morning services. I was too 
busy with school or too behind on 
sleep to make the time. 

I was also faced with feelings of 
great doubt, not necessarily in my 
faith but in a church where my social 
values did not seem in line with the 
church’s practices. If | am willing to 
criticize companies for their choices, 
why was | happy to accept things that 
are supposed to be more important 
and provide me with much more than 
a chicken burger? 

Yet at the same time my faith in the 
system was bolstered by those around 
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me: ministers, elders and_ friends 
fighting for change in the church and 
the world. Although my doubts were 
far from dispelled, I was given the 
opportunity to fight for myself. 

Attending General Assembly as a 
Young Adult Representative in 2011, 
I met young people with thoughts 
and hopes like mine. I even had the 
chance to share these thoughts with 
others through this magazine. 


‘What has pulled me 
away from Christianity 
is the confusion of 
knowing which religion 
is ‘right’ and which 
religion is ‘wrong ... In 
order to believe you had 
to begin from a point 
of believing 


Through the actions of those 
fighters inthe church Ismaderit 
through the void. I may not be 
unscathed and I may not always 
wake up for Sunday worship, but I 
see a future for myself and my own 
seat in the pews. 

However, this is not true of all 
millennials in today’s church. Many 
of the friends I made at church and 
at church camp no longer attend 
church in any of its forms. 

Knowing I came into the game 
with better resources and connections 
than many, I decided to ask some 
of these friends why they chose to 


leave. Here are some of their stories: 

“I define myself as more of a 
spiritual person now. I’ve studied 
the church in many different eras 
and I see corruption, even today. I 
believe in God and Jesus ... I couldn’t 
feel them in my soul when I was at 
church. I had to leave the building to 
be able to feel their presence. To me, 
that meant something was terribly 
wrong at the church. | felt like 
screaming out and telling them that 
they were choking my faith. | tried, 
and when I realized that the words 
I was saying were bouncing off, I 
decided to leave.” 

“When I was younger, the only 
religion I knew about was Christianity 
because that was how I was raised. 
Since then, I have taken an interest 
in learning about other religions ... 
What I truly find fascinating is the 
connection that so many religions 
have. And that is love. What has 
pulled me away from Christianity 
is the confusion of knowing which 
religion is ‘right’ and which religion 
is ‘wrong’ ... In order to believe 
you had to begin from a point of 
believing. So, for someone such as 
myself whose faith was faltering, 
what did I have to fall back on?” 

Three years ago I approached the 
void. Though I made it through, I’ve 
lost many friends along the way. 

At this year’s Canada Youth 
approximately 500 young people met 
to worship, play and grow in faith. I 
wonder how many of them will still 
be there in three more years. @ 


Miriam Smit is the Record’s 
summer intern. 
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YING IN CHURCH + GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN SCOTLAND + GODSPEI 


PRESBYTERIAN 


JULY/AUGUST 2012 


Time Out 
Re General Assembly Coverage, 
July/August 

General Assembly agreed with a 
petition to lift a ban placed upon Rev. 
Darryl Macdonald that does not exist 
for any other homosexual minister of 
the United Church. The committee 
said, “accepting the petition removes 
an anomaly.” 

The anomaly, in my view, is not 
that Macdonald is treated differently 
than other homosexual ministers of 
the United Church, but that other 
homosexual ministers of the United 
Church are treated differently than 
Macdonald. The reason for the ban 
was not personal; it was imposed 
because of conduct unacceptable by 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada’s 
standards. 

GA’s decision indicates that we are 
on a slippery slope. We must be vigi- 
lant because our adversary the devil 
walks about like a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8). 

RICHARD LANCING, PIERREFONDS, QUE. 


Re Word to Word, Letters, April 

Perhaps Rev. John Fraser would 
be kind enough to enlighten me and 
others of the precise areas in the 


write to us 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. EMAIL US 
YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS ISSUE TO: 
LETTERS@PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


Bible where God has spoken His word 
regarding homosexuality, and then to 
explain how those words can be rele- 
vant to us in the 21st-century when 
psychiatrists and psychologists assert 
that a person does not choose to be 
either homosexual or heterosexual. 
We are born female or male, homo- 
sexual or heterosexual. 

It is time for our faith community 
to open the dialogue further and to 
have articles written by our learned 
theologians in our national maga- 
zine would seem to me to be a helpful 
beginning, just as debates at General 
Assembly would be. 

Andrew Faiz, in his article 
Advocating for Advocacy, in the 
same issue comments about how 
change takes place in small, teensy 
tiny ways and that it takes effort and 
work, debate and discussion. Let us 
continue to discuss this matter by 
understanding God’s spoken word in 
the context of the times in which the 
Bible was written. 

SUSAN MACRAE, GLEN HAVEN, N.S. > 
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A note from the managing editor: 
Our editorial mantra is to create a 

space within the magazine for ongo- 

ing conversation. While we may edit 
letters we rarely refuse them publica- 
tion. Conversation isn’t easy; it requires 
openness. We do our part by publishing 
thoughts, ideas and opinions of members 
of this denomination. 

Yet, when it comes to homosexuality, 
it seems to me conversation is not happen- 
ing. We are not talking to each other but 
at each other. I don’t mean to pick on the 
two passionate letters above, but they do 
illustrate the point. Both express equally 
popular, if polar opposite, theological posi- 
tions, held by many and repeated in these 


pages many times. 

I’m no theologian but I understand there 
is no hierarchy of sins. Sin is separation from 
God; Jesus the shepherd seeks out the lost. 

There has been a simmering snip- 
ing on the issue of homosexuality in this 
section of the Record for quite a while. It 
is not our intention to be censors. But it is 
nigh past time for us to be more judicious 
in choosing letters for publication. 

Various reports and papers on homo- 
sexuality within the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada take pains to speak of the issue 
in terms of morality. That covers a wide 
array of human activity, not just sex. 

As our Living Faith series illustrates 
every month, there are shadings and 


November 2012 issue — by September 15,2012 | 


(Annual Education Section) 


December 2012 issue — October 15, 2012 
January 2013 issue — by November 15, 2012 


Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 

fax: 905-833-2116 

email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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Please note our advertising 
deadlines for upcoming issues 


()Susan Mattinson 


subtleties in understanding our relation- 
ship with God. Grace is the gift that 
makes it easier. May I humbly suggest our 
future conversations on sexuality begin 
with grace? 


Process of Forgiveness 
Re A Persistent Little Tap, June 

Thank you Joel Coppieters for 
sharing your story. “As the darkness of 
depression slowly lifted through the 
support of friends, counselling and the 
patience of a wife more understanding 
than I deserve, God led me through 
reconciliation a step at a time, teach- 
ing me to extend to others the forgive- 
ness I realized I so deeply needed. In 
the healing process, I was glad we had 
found a church.” 

I’ve gone though the darkness also 
many years ago; | too am proud that 
I’ve reconciled with God, and went 
through the process of forgiveness and 
sought professional help. My relation- 
ship with God is much closer and my 
faith much deeper. 

PATRICIA ANN, ONLINE COMMENT 


Get Our Feet Wet 

I picked up the summer issue with 
some anticipation because there on 
the cover I read Full Report of the 
138th General Assembly, Something 
Happened. But inside, when I read 
the piece entitled The Business of the 
Assembly, it seemed as if nothing had 


happened at all; it was the same old 
same old. There were a few decisions 
that broke new ground, in a sense, but 
they were long overdue. We should 
have commissioned ruling elders 
and diaconal ministers to administer 
the Lord’s Supper long ago, and 
without being there, it is difficult to 
understand why it took a long debate 
to distance ourselves from Christian 
Zionism. 

The theme of assembly worship 
seems to have been Joshua 3:1-17, the 
story of the crossing of the Jordan as 
a first step in taking possession of the 
Promised Land. According to Andrew 
Faiz, Rev. Dr. Emily Bisset asked if 
we were prepared to get our feet 
wet. Judging from the report of the 
International Affairs Committee, the 
answer is no. 

I served on the International Affairs 
Committee for two terms of six years. 
I said repeatedly during my last term 
that the committee had become very 
cautious, but nothing came of my 
intervention because at the time I had 
no better ideas. But times have changed 
since | was superannuated some 20 
years ago. The situation is much more 
serious than it was in the ‘90s. 

I am thinking of the commit- 
tee’s recommendations about climate 
change. As usual the moderator is 
instructed to write letters, the most 
innocuous form of pressure, to the 
government and the companies which 
have not responded to something 
called the Carbon Disclosure Project. 
There is not much we can do about 
corporations except boycott, but if 
their products do not appear on retail 
shelves we are left with disinvestment, 
a rather blunt instrument. But we can 
do something about governments. 

A year and a half ago we elected 
a government that is stuck in the 
‘50s. Their minds work in an era 
before anyone had thought of climate 
change or limits to growth, even 
before the slogan “the solution to 
pollution is dilution.” Thus they 
would have us believe that Canada 
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can be an energy superpower when 
the kind of energy they support is the 
kind that will lead us all to rack and 
ruin. To be fair, the difference between 
this government and previous ones is 
that this lot is more single-minded. In 
the face of this oblivious juggernaut 
the International Affairs Committee 
recommends that we write letters. 
Politicians don’t listen to letters, they 
listen to votes. 

People get the government they 
deserve. We voted for these guys; 
we are responsible for their folly. 
Presbyterians are not numerous 
enough to scare anybody but at least 
we can do the right thing. There are 
a couple of provincial elections in 
the offing; we can get our feet wet by 
voting for candidates who are on the 
side of the angels. 

GEOFF JOHNSTON, DUNNVILLE, ONT. 


Re The Chronophage and the Fullness of 
Time, The Messy Table blog 
This is wonderful. I feel certain 
that, “This week’s lectionary flings 
open the door to a new perspective 
on time” will appear in my sermon on 
Sunday. Peace to you. 
JULIE WINKLEPLECK, ONLINE COMMENT 


Re Subversive Imagination, June 
When Theology 101 examines 
Living Faith in the next few months, it 
should attempt to reach a wider audi- 
ence by making some effort to avoid 
institutional church terminology and 
explain the concepts in terms that a 
non-church person can understand. 
Well-organized articles with a down to 
earth approach are needed. 
ANDREW MITCHELL, ONLINE COMMENT 
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LETTERS HAVE BEEN EDITED 
to allow more voices to be shared. 
The full text is on our website. 
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Evangel Hall Mission 


Do you have a story 
to share about 


Evangel Hall? 


In 2013, Evangel Hall Mission 
(ehm) will celebrate its 
Centennial year. For nearly 


100 years, ehm has provided 
services to apoyerenes and 
homeless people 
in our community. 


We have made a difference 
fo tens of thousands of people 
over the years by sharing God's 
love. Thanks to our dedicated 
supporters, we provide food and 
shelter, youth programs, medical 
and dental care, as well as 
long-term housing. 


Do you or someone you 
know have a story about 
Evangel Hall Mission? 


We are interested in learning more 
about our history so we can include 
it in a celebratory publication. 


If you have a story, anecdote, old 
picture, etc. to share please call 
Ann Marie Morris at 


416-504-3563 x 221. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 


552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR-0001 
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> Front Pop Christianity 


Conduit to Conversation 


LET US TALK AND THEN BREAK BREAD. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


th ndrew Faiz and oth- 
ers who write such 
blasphemous _ arti- 
cles are the reason 
why I left the Presbyterian Church. I will 
go elsewhere, where the word of God is 
preached, not some half-baked nonsense 
about the Virgin Birth being a fantasy or 
that Jesus meeting John the Baptist is a 
lie. God doesn’t lie.” 
—Cher, in an online response to Pop 
Christianity’s March column, Extremist 
in Love. 


For me having a monthly column is 
a trust, to which I have many respon- 
sibilities. I hope it reflects my matur- 
ing faith; I know it reflects my com- 
plicated relationship with the church. 
My journalistic mantra is pulled from 
Matthew 22:37-40 and I have sought 
to follow it faithfully. 

I have never consciously tried to be 
controversial; that’s a trap anyway. I 
am a privileged professional and I can 
take it as well as I can dish it. I geta 
lot of affirmation from this job, plus 
a paycheque, and I also get criticism. 
It doesn’t bother me; it’s part of the 
job. I don’t expect everyone to agree 
with everything I write. That would 
make for a boring society and a very 
uninteresting church. I hope always 
to be a conduit to conversation. 

My colleagues on the editorial staff 
think of their calling at the magazine 
in similar terms; to give equal and 
constant voice to the offices, courts, 
schools, pulpits, pews and missions of 
the church. Sometimes one part will 
differ in opinion from another; that’s 
okay. Families don’t agree; they talk 
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We also need to go 
to darker corners 
sometimes because as 
Christians, and also as 
journalists, that’s our 
responsibility 


and then they break bread. We must 
do the same. 

But every now and then comes a 
jab that is a conversation-ender and 
just plain stupid. The letter at top is 
an example. 

In the letter I am being accused 
of blasphemy for misread opinions 
under my byline. They were within a 
quotation by Martin Luther King Jr., 
who was being critical of those who 
opine on “half-baked nonsense.” But 
the single-named letter writer from 
cyberspace completely missed the 
point of the quotation and the article 
and charged ahead to curse me, King 


and the Presbyterian Church. 

But there’s more to this: What the 
letter writer is saying most of all is 
that any mention of any idea with 
which the writer disagrees is perforce 
blasphemous. That is anathema to 
conversation. You can’t talk with hate. 

This is not unprecedented. In 
2005 the Record published a news 
story of a presbytery where a gay 
couple wanting to get married had 
approached a minister. That brief 
article cost this magazine many 
subscriptions. The same year we had 
a news story of a minister charged 
with sexual assault. Also the source 
of lost subscriptions. There are 
other examples. 

In these cases I assume the maga- 
zine was being punished for telling 
unpleasant stories. There are many 
pleasant stories to tell and we tell 
them in every issue. We also need 
to go to darker corners sometimes 
because as Christians, and also as 
journalists, that’s our responsibility. 
Still we understand the discomfort 
many feel. We’re sorry we have to go 
there but we have to because that too 
is part of the story of the Church. 

Still, the egregious letter at top is 
hard to take. It begins with a closed 
mind, which leads to misreading, 
which leads to wild accusations. 

But let us suppose for just a fleet- 
ing moment that I am as accused. Is 
my presence really a reason to leave a 
whole denomination? That is a respon- 
sibility I do not want. @ 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s 
managing editor. 


Two chiefs chat during the opening ceremonies of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s national event in Saskatoon. 


Strength in Tears 


THE HEALING JOURNEY OF SURVIVORS. BY SETH VEENSTRA 


PHOFO-BY-SFEPHEN-KENBDAEL 


| BEGAN EACH DAY of the Truth and Rec- 
onciliation Commission event by visit- 
ing the sacred fire. 

I’d sit on a dew-covered bleacher, 
fingers wrapped tightly around my 
first cup of coffee, watching the 
fire and the young men tasked with 
keeping it burning 24 hours a day for 
four days straight. 

Each morning the elders arrived to 
visit the fire keepers, pass around trays 
from Tim Hortons and share a few 
laughs. Then the elders would enter 
their teepee and a quietness would fall 
over those of us present. 

On the first day, after the sacred 
fire was lit and the elders had emerged 
from their teepee, we were invited to 
come forward and offer our prayers. 


One by one we approached the fire 
with a pinch of sacred tobacco in our 
hands. One by one we scattered it over 
the flames and prayed, each in our own 
way, then circled the pit clockwise and 
returned to our seats. 

As I moved near the fire, I placed 
one hand over the other, guarding the 
dry tobacco flakes from the morning 
wind. As I bent over the fire the words 
of my prayer still hadn’t fully formed 
in my mind. | watched the fire pop as it 
inhaled my offering. All I could think to 
say was, “Lord, help me listen.” 

And so began my time at the Truth 
and__ Reconciliation © Commission’s 
national event in Saskatoon in June. 

The TRC was formed in 2008 as 
part of the Indian Residential Schools 


Settlement Agreement, the culmination 
of a lawsuit filed against the federal 
government and churches involved 
in running residential schools. Since 
the lawsuit was settled out of court, 
survivors were denied the chance to 
testify. As Justice Murray Sinclair, chair 
of the TRC, explained, the TRC provides 
survivors with an “opportunity to come 
forward in a public and private way if 
they choose, to tell their experiences, to 
share their stories with each other, with 
the public and with their families about 
what occurred to them in the schools.” 

Pierre Papatie was the first survivor 
who shared his experience with me. We 
sat together the morning the sacred fire 
was lit. An elderly man from Quebec, 
he works to bring First Nations > 
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news Truth and Reconciliation 


Dr. Rick Fee talks wi ® e 


The Healing Power 
of Photographs 


CHURCH ARCHIVES AT THE TRC. BY KIM ARNOLD 


IT WASN'T UNTIL | BROUGHT pictures from Presbyterian-run residential 
schools to Truth and Reconciliation Commission events that I realized 
photos are the most amazing resource we hold in the Archives. 

Photos evoke spirit, emotion and memory. Imagine the expression on 
a daughter’s face when, for the first time, she sees her mother as a child in 
a residential school class photo; or an elderly man when he sees himself 
as a child for the first time—having never had a photo of his younger self. 
These are incredibly moving moments to witness and are beyond words. 

Those of us invited to a sharing circle at St. Andrew’s, Saskatoon, were 
asked to speak about our experiences at the TRC. As I listened to survivors’ 
stories, it became increasingly apparent to me that records are not just flat 
inanimate objects—albeit packed with information. Rather, records have 
life; they are there to speak for and animate those they represent. 

While researching the residential schools for the past 14 years, I have 
studied many children’s faces in our photos; their expressions are captured 
in the moment. I study the eyes, trying to determine their true emotional 
state in each instance. Our photos are a treasure, but they are also an 
important link to those who need their healing power at this time. # 


Kim Arnold is the PCC’s archivist/records administrator. Visit 
presbyterianrecord.ca to read more about Kim Arnold’s experiences at the TRC. 
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spiritual practices to prison inmates, 
promoting participation in sweat 
lodges, smudging and pipe ceremonies. 
The smoke of sacred medicine—sweet- 
grass, cedar, tobacco, or sage—is used 
to cleanse participants and prepare 
them for healing and sharing. During 
smudging, smoke is waved over parts 
of the body; during a pipe ceremony, a 
sacred pipe is passed in a circle, uniting 
participants in a time of prayer and 
preparing them to listen respectfully to 
what is shared. Papatie’s deep respect 
for the traditional ways is evident as he 
speaks about his work and the healing 
it brings. He has a quiet and assuring 
presence, his solid frame unmoving. 
His words are carefully selected. 

“IT have learned to accept. Recon- 
ciliation? I don’t know what that is. I 
accept what happened. I accept the 
people who did those things to us. That 
is the healing I know.” 

The Presbyterian Church operated 
two residential schools, one in Kenora, 
Ont., and another in Birtle, Man. The 
PCC, as one of the defendants, signed 
the Indian Residential Schools Settle- 
ment Agreement. 

“The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
is striving to acknowledge our role and 
our responsibility in running residential 
schools,” said General Assembly Moder- 
ator Rev. Dr. John Vissers in the Circle of 
Reconciliation, which included repre- 
sentatives of the Anglican, Catholic, 
and United churches. 

The moderator referenced the PCC’s 
official apology, given in 1994: “[We 
have] confessed to God our denomina- 
tion’s complicity with the Government 
of Canada’s assimilation policy; and 
confessed the cultural arrogance that 
underscored the terrible legacy of the 
Indian Residential School system.” 

To more intimately acknowledge 
and honour the stories of survivors, 
St. Andrew’s, Saskatoon, hosted a 
luncheon and sharing circle. Local and 
national representatives of the church 
shared a meal with survivors, a number 
of whom went to the Presbyterian-run 
school in Birtle. After lunch we moved 
the tables aside and created a large 


VLLINVI 


circle of chairs. We sat in the circle for 
three hours, listening to each other’s 
stories and reflections. 

“IT was taken away to residential 
school when I was just six years old,” 
said Helen Isbister, an elderly Cree 
woman from Mistawasis, Sask. 

“We were taken in a one-ton farm- 
er’s truck. We were in the back of the 
truck. They loaded us up. We were so 
innocent; we thought we were just 
going for a ride. We got in this truck 
with just the clothes we had on our 
backs. No luggage, no nothing, not 
realizing we would be driving in this 
truck for many miles.” They drove 
from Mistawasis to Birtle, the nearest 
Presbyterian school. 

“I asked my little sisters one time, 
‘What did they do when we wanted to 
go to the bathroom and we knocked on 
the window? When we were needing to 
go real bad?’ I can’t remember. 

“We have all those memories and 
they’re locked in this big book and it’s so 
hard to open it. We want to forget them, 
but the book is starting to open. For me 
opening that book will help us in our 
healing journey. 

“In the residential schools we had 
a minister. I couldn’t understand how 
this minister could preach to us all day 
Sunday and talk about how Jesus loves 
you. And then when Monday came 
around we got the strap. I couldn’t 
understand how he could beat me up 
so much and then say he loved me on 
Sunday. I couldn’t get over that. I hated 
that. I hated that minister. 

“It reminded me of being in jail. 
We always stood in a line. We always 
marched. They always carried a stick or 
a ruler or something. They built fear in 
your system. The fear stayed there. It’s 
hard to get rid of that fear. 

“T was in residential school for 12 
years. I only got to see my parents 
for two months of only one of those 
years. You can lose your childhood 
overnight when they take you to 
residential schools. 

“Healing is a nice magic word. But to 
do it from your heart—from your spirit— 
it’s not so magic and it’s not so easy.” 


Truth and Reconciliation news 


Moderator Rev. Dr. John Vissers (centre) presents the video Why Reconciliation Matters 
to Me to Eugene Arcand (left) and Madeleine Basile (right), members of the TRC Indian 
Residential School Survivor Committee. 


As painful as it was to listen to Isbis- 
ter’s story, acknowledging the truth of 
her experience opened our hearts to her 
and each other. 

“Reconciliation is not possible 
without knowing the truth,” said 
Commissioner Sinclair on the first day. 
“Truth will lead to a greater opportunity 
to come to terms with the facts.” 

“T have always been a head person,” 
said Vissers at the luncheon. “But my 
experience here has challenged me to 
know with my heart.” 

“What does truth and reconciliation 
really mean?” asked Delores Werchola, 
an outreach worker for the church, a 
survivor and one of the facilitators of 
the circle. 

“The way I look at it, it’s building 
relationships. Being truthful. Sharing 
the truth. Not only for us First Nations 
people, but for non-First Nations 
people as well. I believe we need to all 
open our hearts and share with one 
another and take time to understand 
each other and forgive.” 

“We are all treaty people,” said 
Rev. Sandy Scott, minister at St. Paul’s, 


Prince Albert, Sask. We are all affected by 
Canada’s colonial history; by the agree- 
ments our government signed with First 
Nations peoples, he said. 

Like Isbister’s memories, our collec- 
tive history is written in a book that is 
difficult to open. Hearing our history 
read to us brings tears to our eyes. 

But we were reminded throughout 
the TRC that tears bring strength and 
healing. Tears are precious. There was 
always a TRC volunteer around to care- 
fully give and gather tissues to a person 
who was crying. 

“We want your tears,” they would 
Say. 

Every day the tear-soaked tissues 
were burned in the sacred fire as a prayer 
offering to the Creator and a memorial 
to survivors who had passed away before 
they could tell their stories. 

After Isbister finished telling her 
story she handed her tissues to a 
volunteer. 

“Thank you for honouring us survi- 
vors. Our tears are not wasted here.” @ 


Seth Veenstra is the Record’s staff writer. 
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Sharply Divided but Civil 


A LETTER FROM THE PC(USA) GENERAL ASSEMBLY. BY DONALD MACLEOD 


iturgical dancers waving long 

rainbow streamers welcomed 

commissioners to the 220th 

General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church (USA) in Pittsburgh. 
Their carefully choreographed cele- 
bration at opening worship on June 
30 concluded with the banners being 
placed over a large white cross. It was a 
symbolic reminder of what has roiled 
our sister denomination since enough 
presbyteries endorsed last year’s 
Amendment 10A to open ordained 
ministry to non-celibate gays and 
lesbians. Waving rainbow banners 
and placing them on the communion 
table and the cross was seen by some 
as deeply provocative and offensive, 
but to others it was a joyful vindica- 
tion of a 35-year struggle for their full 
inclusion in the life and witness of 
the denomination. 

The American assembly begins with 
the election of a moderator and this 
year there were four candidates. To a 
Canadian observer, the campaigning 
seemed to echo American political life 
but fortunately without the rancor. 
Each candidate was anxious to demon- 
strate commitment to unity and mutu- 
al forbearance. In speeches, two spoke 
of their pain as congregations left their 
presbyteries with “gracious dismissal.” 
Nominee Robert Austell spoke of the 
prospect of 12 churches leaving his 
Charlotte presbytery, the third largest 
in the denomination. That presbytery’s 
staff has been reduced from 10 to two, 
with the possibility of costly litigation 
and wrenching separations. 

The final choice for moderator (af- 
ter four ballots) was Neal Presa, a man 
of Filipino descent, born in Guam and 
a pastor in New Jersey. He has an up- 
beat personality, a radiant smile, and 
provides (as he said in his speech) “a 
non-anxious presence.” 
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His choice as vice-moderator was 
Tara Spuhler McCabe, who dramatically 
resigned two days later, citing contro- 
versy over revelations that she had per- 
formed a same-sex ceremony in April. 
A replacement was chosen by Presa but 
McCabe’s announcement was a mo- 
ment of high drama. 


To a Canadian observer, 
the campaigning 
seemed to echo 
American political 
life but fortunately 
without the rancor 


Two main issues dominated this 
assembly. The first was the definition 
of marriage which determined whether 
clergy could legally solemnize same- 
sex unions. By a vote of 28 to 24, 
the Civil Union and Marriage Issues 
Committee recommended a change in 
the definition of marriage in the Book 
of Order from “between a man and a 
woman” to “between two people.” 
There was a challenge as to whether 
a change could be made in the Book 
of Order if it was at odds with the 
Book of Confessions. A constitutional 
adviser ruled that, “The confessions are 
deliberately broad and allow us to draw 
different ecclesiological conclusions on 
the basis of our theology.” 

All through the final afternoon 
the debate went on. An impassioned 
speech from the Guatemalan delegate 
reminded the commissioners of the 
serious implications for the Church’s 
relationships with overseas partners 
should the recommendation pass. There 
are, it is estimated, 92 million Christians 
globally as a result of the denomination’s 


“foreign” missionary enterprise since 
1837. Already the Mexican Presbyterian 
Church, now larger numerically than 
its parent, has severed all links as a 
result of Amendment 10A. So have the 
Ghanaian and Mezo (North East India) 
Presbyterian churches. 

At 5:20 the question was called. As is 
customary, the advisory delegates voted 
first: 80 per cent of theological student 
advisory delegates voted in favour, as 
did 75 per cent of the youth advisory 
delegates. The ecumenical visitors were 
split down the middle. The missionary 
advisory delegates were overwhelm- 
ingly opposed. 

When the final vote of commission- 
ers was announced, 52 per cent voted 
against changing the definition of 
marriage with 48 per cent in favour. It 
would appear that many commission- 
ers had looked into the abyss (it was es- 
timated that as many as 350,000 mem- 
bers might leave the denomination) 
and decided not to jump. It had been 
a searing moment for everyone. One 
teaching elder, as he had told assembly 
earlier, will not be able to perform a cer- 
emony for his son and his partner. Pain 
was everywhere. 

The Covenant Network of Presby- 
terians, having won the battle for gay 
ordination, lost the struggle for “mar- 
riage equality.” 

The executive director of the Cove- 
nant Network, Brian Ellison, also heads 
up the Mission Responsibility Through 
Investment Committee. 

“The church should not profit from 
investing in companies whose actions 
conflict with church values,” Ellison 
stated. Divestment of the church’s stock 
holdings in companies implicated in Is- 
raeli repression of Palestinians has been 
a controversial topic among Ameri- 
can Presbyterians for more than a de- 
cade. Three companies were targeted: 


Presbyterian Church (USA) news 


Last year membership in the Presbyterian Church (USA) dipped below two 
million. Fifty years ago its two constituent denominations totalled 4.3 million 


Hewlett-Packard, Motorola and Cater- 
pillar. A 38-year Caterpillar employee 
and Peoria, Illinois, ruling elder, spoke 
passionately against the recommenda- 
tion. As a Canadian recalling the recent 
shut down of Electro-Motive Co. in Lon- 
don, Ont., I had some sympathy when 
Caterpillar’s ethics were questioned. 

This second major issue before the as- 
sembly dominated the front page of the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette for two mornings. 
A rabbi, bringing “ecumenical” greet- 
ings the morning the divestment debate 
was scheduled, caused howls of protest 
when he used the occasion to denounce 
the divestment recommendation. Com- 
missioners worried about Jewish-Presby- 
terian relations. Others sought justice 
for Palestinians. The final vote was 333 
to 331 against divestment with two ab- 
stentions. There was an audible gasp as 
the numbers were announced. 

The two votes on marriage and di- 
vestment showed a church deeply di- 
vided. Two overtures asked that the 
“property clause” of the Book of Order 
be amended to place property in the 
hands of the congregation. The Policy 


Commission’s recommendation to turn 
it down was affirmed. In that debate, a 
minister from Michigan cited Canada’s 
1925 Church Union—the only mention 
of Canada the entire 10 days—as a warn- 
ing about what he described as resulting 
litigation and ill-will that had lasted for 
generations. A ruling elder from Tampa 
presbytery referred to a congregation 
that was decimated by “an egregious act 
of unfaithfulness.” 

In contrast, the assembly asked 
the Board of Pensions to determine 
whether there could be a shared bene- 
fits program with two seceding groups: 
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
and the Covenant Order of Evangeli- 
cal Presbyterians. Again, the vote was 
close (319-311 with 8 abstentions) 
but it was gratifying to see that com- 
missioners realized the importance of 
grace to pastors and churches leaving 
the denomination. 

At the conclusion of the debate on 
divestment, Moderator Presa held a 
press conference and was quoted posi- 
tively as stating the often bitter debate 
was conducted “with civility.” Much of 
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McCarten at knox.registrar@utoronto.ca 
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this had to do with his gracious chair- 
ing of the meetings. But it has also to 
do with a recognition that the mainline 
churches in the United States, once so 
powerful, have had to learn humility. 
Last year membership in the PC(USA) 
dipped below two million. Fifty years 
ago its two constituent denominations 
totalled 4.3 million. In spite of efforts 
announced to found 1,000 new con- 
gregations, the future is not promising. 
Commissioners left aware of great chal- 
lenges ahead in a sharply divided and 
deeply dissatisfied church. & 


Rev. A. Donald MacLeod is research 
professor of church history at Tyndale 
Theological Seminary, Toronto. You can 
follow him at adonaldmacleod.com. 
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Runners Raise Money 

for PWS&D 

A TEAM OF RUNNERS has announced 
they will participate in the Scotiabank 


Toronto Waterfront Marathon on 
behalf of Presbyterian World Service 
and Development. 

The team aims to raise $10,000 in 
support of the church’s relief and de- 
velopment work around the world. 

Barb Summers, one of the team’s 
members, sees the Oct. 14 marathon 
as a way to say “farewell and thank 
you to PWS&D.” 
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Until recently, Summers served as 
PWS&D’s communications coordina- 
tor. As of this month she is associate 
secretary of Communications. 

To honour “the many people I’ve 
been blessed to meet in my five years 
with PWS&D ... I wanted to do some- 
thing meaningful to wrap up,” said 
Summers. 

“The money raised through the 
marathon will be undesignated, mean- 
ing the funds will be used where the 
need is greatest.” 

Team PWS&D has invited church 


members across Canada to sponsor 
individual runners, donate to the team 
or join the marathon. 

More information is available on 
presbyterian.ca/pwsd. = —Seth Veenstra 


HIV Activist Passes Away 
HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCATE John Plater, 
45, passed away July 28 due to compli- 
cations caused by HIV and Hepatitis C. 
Plater’s health struggles shaped his 
work: he was determined to make the 
health system safer for others. 
Diagnosed with severe Hemophil- 


ia A at the age of one, he was later 
infected with HIV and Hepatitis C 
through a tainted blood transfusion. 

“He was the driving force of our or- 
ganization for the last 20 years,” said 
David Page, executive director of the 
Canadian Hemophilia Society. 

Plater also helped lead the call for 
the Inquiry on the Blood System in 
Canada and worked to attain compen- 
sation for those who received contam- 
inated blood. 

Professionally, he worked as a lawyer, 
practicing with ARCH: A Legal Resource 
Centre for People with Disabilities be- 
fore starting his own practice in 2000. 

“The word that comes to mind 
when | think of John is ‘giant’,” said 
Page. “He had a giant intellect and a 
giant character. With his booming 
voice and bright red hair, he was larger 
than life. 

“He treated everyone fairly. He was 
compassionate towards everyone he 
met. And I believe that stemmed from 
his faith.” 

Plater is survived by his wife Karen, 
the Presbyterian Church’s associate 
secretary for Stewardship. 

“John always put other people 
before himself,” she told CBC Radio 
on Aug. 1. “He was driven to care for 
people and to live life to the fullest no 
matter what he was doing, no matter 
what was going on. ... We always said 
we needed to love hard, to play hard 
and to work hard and we tried to do 
them in that order.” 

In an statement, the PCC expressed 
its sadness at Plater’s passing as well as 
gratitude for his “tireless support for Kar- 
en in her work.”  —SV 


PCC Supports Internship 
BROCKENSHIRE LEMISKI is the most 
recent intern hired by Project Plough- 
shares through its partnership pro- 
gram with the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. 

The Christian social justice or- 
ganization based in Waterloo, Ont., 
works with churches and govern- 
ments worldwide to create peace by 
developing policies with partners in 


| 
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conflict zones. 


Lemiski recently completed a di- | 


ploma in international development 
at Humber College, Toronto. 


“T was attracted to Project Plough- | 


shares because of their focus on the 
critical links between conflict and 
development,” said Lemiski. 

The internship program, founded 
in 2007 by the church, “gives young 
Presbyterians an opportunity to par- 
ticipate in an ecumenical agency we 
support and to learn about global is- 
sues,” said Stephen Allen, associate 
secretary of Justice Ministries. 

While Ploughshares provides the 
bulk of the training, the church, us- 
ing undesignated bequests, covers 
the salary and administrative costs 
associated with the internship. 

“Tt’s about building future leadership 
in the church,” said Allen. m—SV 


Microcredit Helps Build 
a Better World 
HER ORGANIZATION IS MAKING people 
“bankable,” Nandy Heule, director of 
investor relations at Oikocredit, told 
staff during a presentation at the Pres- 
byterian Church’s national offices. 

“There are millions who are un- 
bankable—who cannot gain access 
to financial services,” she said. “This 
means they cannot have a loan or in- 
surance or a mortgage. That is a huge 
impediment to growth—economic 
growth, community development.” 

Oikocredit provides private fund- 
ing to microfinance institutions. 
These, in turn, offer loans for indi- 
viduals, businesses and co-operatives 
to invest in their local communities. 
The ecumenical organization specifi- 
cally lends capital to organizations 
that provide sustainable opportuni- 
ties for people living in poverty, such 
as credit and savings co-operatives 
and fair trade organizations. 

The Presbyterian Church has been 
investing in the work of Oikocredit 


since 1987, when the organization | 


opened its first Canadian office. The 
Women’s Missionary Society is also 
among its investors. a —SV 


The First Steps 


to employ- 
ment project 
at Anishinabe 
Place of Hope 
includes an 
emphasis on 
family reunification. 
Mark's girls are getting to 
know their Dad again. 
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Worship Between Canadian 
and Syrian Congregations 

A MONTH AFTER Homs, Syria, was heav- 
ily bombed by government forces, a 
Presbyterian church in Homs and one 
in Ottawa held a joint service over 
speaker phone. 

On July 15, the churches shared 
prayers and testimonies through a 
translator and sang hymns in Arabic 
and English. 

“What we heard was an amazing 
spirit of strength and trust in God in 
the midst of so much desolation and 
destruction,” said Rev. Andrew John- 
ston, minister at St. Andrew’s, Ottawa. 

“It was very emotional and mov- 


ing. I think everyone was touched 
to hear their story and to be able 
to speak to them,” said Huda Kan- 
dalaft, director of Christian develop- 
ment at St. Andrew’s and a former 
member of Homs Presbyterian. She 
joined the Ottawa congregation in 
October 2011. 

“It was like speaking to the early 
church when the early Christian be- 
lievers worshipped, believed and lived 
out their call even though they were 
surrounded by death and despair,” 
she said. 

St. Andrew’s has also been run- 
ning a financial campaign to help 
families displaced by the bombing. 
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The church sends money to the Na- 
tional Evangelical Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon, which in turn distributes it 
to families and to an elder care cen- 
tre in Homs. 

During the service “their prayers 
were for all Syrians,” Johnston said of 
the Homs church. “They didn’t ask for 
prayers for their congregation. They 
didn’t ask for prayers for Christians. 
They said, ‘Pray for us all.’” = —SV 


Church Anniversary 

an Opportunity 

Victoria Chinese celebrated its 120th 
anniversary by renewing its commit- 
ment to evangelism and outreach. 

“We are praying for a vision for 
our near future,” said Rev. Gwendo- 
lin Lam. “There are and will be a lot 
of questions and challenges laid before 
us, but we trust God. 

“We are close to downtown, which 
has more social issues. It’s a challenge, 
but also an opportunity to serve.” 

Lam is adamant that no matter 
what happens they plan to continue 
ministering to Victoria. 

“Our goal is to bring people to God— 
to build them up by instruction and fel- 
lowship for ministry in the church in 
order to magnify God.” m —SV 
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If We Give Ourselves the Freedom 


THE CHURCH MUST BECOME FLEXIBLE SAYS FORMER ASSOCIATE SECRETARY. BY CONNIE WARDLE 


hen the Life and 
Mission Agency 
amalgamated 
Canada Ministries 
with another department last year, 
Rev. Gordon Haynes stepped out of 
the position he’d held for 14 years 
and plunged into a new one. As the 
former associate secretary of Canada 
Ministries, he was tasked with 
examining what has happened in the 
church over the last 50 years, what it 
might look like in 10 years and how 
the LMA should respond in the midst 
of a changing church. He submitted 
his research report to the LMA in 
mid-June and retired on July 1. 

The Record sat down with Haynes 
at the end of May. 

On the future of ministries in Canada: 

I see the mission field becoming 
more diverse. The idea that we build 
the same model in various places is 
long gone. We need to find new ways 
of doing ministry. 

I think we’re going to see less 
church building-centred worshipping 
communities and more house churches 
and churches in other settings. 

I went down to the United States 
for new church development stuff 
for a couple of years and | talked to 
people who had started ministries. 
Some were baristas in a Starbucks and 
they had started a little worshipping 
community. They started off by 
meeting together in one far corner in a 
coffee shop. To me that’s great. That’s 
a different style of ministry. I think 
that might happen more often if we 
allow ourselves to be free to do it, or if 
we give ourselves the freedom to allow 
that to happen. 

Maybe [there will be more] lay 
ministry and lay ministers. I think in 
a lot of smaller rural settings, that’s 


the only way they [the churches] can 
survive. But also, I think in some cases, 
lay ministry may be the ministry that 
has to happen. 


On changes in the Canadian mission field: 

In the last two or three years, I’ve 
noticed more unwillingness to take 
the risk of doing mission. Presbyteries 
weren't willing to start new churches. 
Some presbyteries and synods seemed 
to give up having mission committees. 

I don’t think it was a lack of desire 
to do anything. I’m not sure how to 
put it; at one point I said “despondent” 
but I think that’s overreaching it. They 
lost a certain amount of hope of doing 
the work—of taking the chance to do 
it. They were too busy. 

There were presbyteries that tried 
starting something and it hadn’t 
worked out; they were hesitant to try 
it again. 

On what is holding us back: — 

We have to be more flexible in the 
way we do things. When I was talking 
to presbyteries for this report I’ve 
been writing [about the future of the 
Life and Mission Agency], they kept 
saying, ‘Well, we can’t do it that way. 


There’s a rule against that.’ 

And I’d challenge them. I’d say, 
‘Where’s the rule?’ There is no rule. 
But they’ve got this perception that 
someone is going to say, ‘That’s the 
wrong way of doing it.’ 

To acertain extent, they self-censor. 
They never try to find out if someone 
is going to say no. They just don’t do 
it. And if you don’t allow yourself to 
think about trying something, it’s not 
going to happen. 

Some places are going to fail. 
And sometimes a glorious failure is a 
good thing. If we try hard, if we try 
everything we can and it still doesn’t 
go... Well at least you gave it a good 
try and you learned a whole bunch 
of things about what you should and 
shouldn’t do for a future try. 

I think we’ve become afraid of 
failure. Unless we’ve got an absolute, 
100 per cent guarantee that this is 
going to work, we’re not going to do it. 

Eventually you just sit there 
waiting for that 100 per cent. And 
I don’t remember anything else in 
life ever coming with a 100 per cent 
guarantee that it was going to succeed. 


The problem with all structures 
is they were set up during ‘the 
good times’ or the ‘golden age’ 
(which wasn’t golden, believe me). 
They’ve been tweaked since then, 
but basically they’re all still [based 
on] the assumptions of the 1960s. I 
know we’ve been through a [national] 
restructuring but we’ve changed the 
chairs and the names; basically we’re 
still [based on] the same assumptions. 
We’re not going to be able to pay for it. 
And even if we could pay for it, it may 
not be the structure we need to be able 
to care for this new church. 

If people start churches that » 
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are meeting in houses and have lay 
people leading them, all of a sudden 
our presbyteries need to say: How do 
we have any kind of oversight over 
these? Are they really ours? How do we 
make sure that what’s being preached 
is what’s supposed to be preached? 
And my goodness, how do we get a 
congregational number for statistical 
returns? And so a lot of the structural 
things are on shaky ground. 

Just in terms of size, as we get 
smaller can we continue to function? 
The last time we did _ [national] 
restructuring was 1991. It was 21 years 
ago. We have incredibly fewer people 
now than we had at that time. 

If you’re on a diet and you get 

smaller, at some point you're going 
to have to buy smaller clothes, or else 
you're going to look like a clown. So 
you take in your clothes to fit you as 
you are now rather than what you 
were in the past or what you hope to 
be in the future. 
51 grants support church partners in 28 countries in: The church I think, in many ways, 
is going to have to do that same thing. 
That means yes, at some point we’re 
Evangelism @ Bible Translation ® Theological Education going to-havetolookiet Ge ae 
and say: ‘Do these really serve us?’ 

Think about what the church 
would be like if there hadn’t been a 


This is our ministry around the world 


22 mission staff work closely with international 


mission partners to share the good news of the gospel. 


Leadership Development ® Christian Education ® 


Together, we are making mission 


and ministry ha ppen Reformation. For the people who went 

through that, terrible things were 

Four easy ways to give: happening. But out of it comes a much 

Donate through your local congregation stronger church and I can see a certain 
Give online at www.presbyterian.ca/donate/sharing/ beauty in that. 


I don’t see the changes going on 
in the church as negatives. They are 
positives. But they are changes. There 
oe | are some people that are caught looking 
at the old ways and saying, ‘why can’t 
we go back’ rather than enjoying the 
Name: new church that’s developing. I think 
it could be a very exciting church. 


Call to sign up for monthly giving or donate by credit card 
Send in the following coupon with a cheque payable to The PCC 


Enclosed is my donation to Presbyterians Sharing of: $ 


ASHE I think the church in the future 
Email/Phone: is not going to be the church in the 
past. I think we have to celebrate what 

Presbyterians Sharing we’ve done, but we have to say, ‘Where 


is God leading us now?’ & 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada 


50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON M3C 1J7, 1-800-619-7301 Connie Wardle is the Record’s senior 
staff writer. 
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OUR FEATURE ON 
LIVING FAITH 


Living Faith is a declaration 
of faith of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. 2 
You can download it for 
free at presbyterian.ca. We 
suggest you seek out and 
read the passage being 
discussed each month. 


ADDITIONAL READING: 
The Wonder of it All July/ 
August 2010), Soil, Food 
and Faith and Walking 
Gently (April 2008). 


These articles can be found 
at presbyterianrecord.ca. 


Creation Fully Alive 


THE NEWS IS GOOD AND FAMILIAR. BY RICHARD TOPPING 


We are Created 

Human beings are not an accident of time and chance 
and energy. We do not create ourselves by intelligent 
career choices, padding our resumés or consuming and 
accumulating stuff. There are no self-made men or women. 
The more fundamental truth about us is that we are God’s 
creatures. As the psalmist says, “It is God that has made us 
and not we ourselves” (100:3). What’s more, the life that 
God gives us is for the sake of fellowship with God. Our 
creation says that for love’s sake God has decided not to be 


God without us. In an act of sheer love, God makes what is 
not God for the sake of a relationship of love. 

Living Faith encourages us to think about our creation 
“in the divine image.” This phrase found in the book of 
Genesis has inspired a great deal of reflection in the history 
of Christian thought. 

The majority view on the meaning of this phrase is that 
the image of God resides in our rational nature. While there 
is truth to this proposal, I think it has often led us to overem- 
phasize the intellect at the expense of emotional, imaginative 
and physical dimensions of life. 

God's image may also have to do with our domination 
over the earth. God rules over human beings and human » 
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beings rule over other creatures. When 
this way of understanding the image of 
God in us is predominant, it has been 
used to sponsor the exploitation of the 
world and its resources. If human domi- 
nation is like God’s dominion, rightly 
understood, this will involve respect and 
care and service to other creatures rather 
than exploitation and mastery over 
them (2.4.1). 

Human beings also reflect God's 
image in our free creative activity. The 
fine arts and human inventiveness 
show our abilities to form and arrange 
resources with novelty and delight. 
Here we need to remember that God’s 
creative freedom is always for the good 
of the other and not just in the service 
of self-satisfaction and ambition. 
Our tendency toward idolatry some- 
times comes out in our creativity too: 
Voltaire said, “God made us in God’s 
image and we’ve returned the favour!” 

I find the major difficulty with all 
these ways of speaking of our creation 
in God's image is, however, that they 
focus on a single human being. Each 
one of them seems to suppose that our 
creation in God’s image has to do with 
endowments, abilities and _ faculties 
that each lone-ranger human being has 
in isolation from other human beings. 


We are Called 

My attention in recent years has gone 
to the last half of Genesis 1:27: “God 
created humankind in His image ... 
male and female He created them.” 
Image of God here leads us to reflect 
on our co-humanity. God’s image 


isn’t an isolated feature of a solitary 
human life; but rather human life 
in loving relationship with God and 
other people. It is not good that a 
human should be alone and so God 
creates male and female coexistence. 
In loving relationship, the image of 
God is reflected in humans. We might 
even go so far as to call this the image 
of Christ and an image of the Trinity. 
Just like Jesus lived alongside and for 
others, and just like God lives in a 
triune fellowship of mutual unending 
love, so we live in giving and receiving 
from God and others. We’re designed 
to revel in community, to live for the 
love of God and our neighbour. 

Living Faith identifies living in 
relationship as our calling. We find 
ourselves, the meaning of our exis- 
tence as creatures, when we live as 
friends of God and our neighbours 
in our work and play and family life. 
Selfish ambition and desire need to 
die if we are going to inhabit our full 
humanity; that will take the cross 
and resurrection, the gift of the Spirit 
and a community of the baptised. 
God’s intention from the beginning 
and His renewed intention in Christ 
is for us to live in loving communion 
and community. 

Interestingly, Martin Nowak, a 
biology professor at Harvard, has 
proposed that human _ beings are 
hard-wired not just for competition 
but co-operation. As an evolutionary 
scientist, he maintains that ours is 
not just a “struggle for survival” but a 
“snuggle for survival.” 


Protecting those who enrich the lives of others 


Owned by a charitable trust, Ecclesiastical is a unique specialist insurance 
company. Working closely with independent brokers across Canada, we 
provide customized insurance solutions to faith organizations, retirement 
communities, educational institutions, unique properties, registered 
charities and non-profit organizations, and select commercial enterprises. 


Ecclesiastical is deeply committed to protecting those who enrich the 
lives of others and to supporting local and global initiatives that help 
eradicate poverty and improve the lives of people in need. 
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We Care for the World 


God created us for fellowship with 
God and other people. We also live in 
dependence upon and in relationship 
to other non-human creatures and the 
earth, our home. Living Faith is atten- 
tive to our stewardship of God’s good 
earth and all living things in it. We are 
encouraged to borrow from all human 
skill and science to carry out the 
mandate of responsible and respectful 
living in our warming world. 

The creation account in the second 
chapter of Genesis offers the context for 
our creation: “And there was no one to 
till the ground” (2:5). God makes the 
human (Adam) from humus (adamah) 
to till and keep the land. I think the 
connection here is important. Earthlings 
and earth belong together. We ground- 
lings have an attachment at a basic level 
to the dirt from which we came. Our 
biological life is rooted in the land. God 
takes the earth, fashions human beings 
and breathes life into them. We come 
from the earth and to it we return (3:19). 

In the creation story of Genesis 2, 
human beings are significant by their 
vocation: tilling the earth and caring 
for God’s garden. I think this section of 
Living Faith and Genesis call us to renew 
our connection to the soil. Too often 
we are estranged from the earth by our 
highly mobile lives and our lack of 
connection to place—any place. When 
this happens we tend to treat the earth 
like weekend campers rather than resi- 
dents who have a stake in the neigh- 
bourhood. Friends of mine have taken 
up gardening and buy local produce as 
ways of renewing their connection to 
the soil from which we’ve come. 

In this section of Living Faith, the 
news is good and familiar. We are made 
for the love of God, of one another and 
the good world God has made. As my 
colleague, theologian Sallie McFague 
likes to say, “The glory of God is the 
whole of creation fully alive.” @ 


Rev. Dr. Richard Topping is professor of 
studies in the Reformed tradition at St. 

Andrew’s Hall and co-editor of Calvin: 

Theology, History and Practice. 
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Progressive Lectionary FEATURES 


Wisdom Ca 


IF WE'RE SO DARN SMART, WHY AREN'T WE RIGHTEOUS? 


September 16 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 1:20-33 


Wisdom of Solomon 7:26-8:1 
Mark 8:27-38 


BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


One day I saw an 
in downtown Halif 
license plate on th 
red letters demand 
darn smart, why a 

Well, why ai 
after all. I have 
all and seyvet 


illegally parked 
ere was a novelty 
bumper. Bright 
o know: If yer so 
ya rich? 

‘ich? I’m pretty smart 
e degrees on my Office 
certificates in my files. 


And books! Books on shelves, in piles, 
heaped on my desk. I preach and | teach 
preachers to preach. Yes, indeed, I’m darn 
smart! So, why ain’t I rich? 

The church, my family and I spent 
thousands of dollars on my education. 
My doctoral parchment and a toonie 
will get me a cup of coffee. Shouldn’t > 
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I get some reward for all my hard 
work and learnin’? 

The Book of Proverbs has lots to say 
about doing well by learning what’s 
right and following it. Wisdom brings 
divine approval and human praise. So, 
just get smart and we'll be on the right 
path for sure. There’s a good chance 
we'll be rich, too. Or at least successful 
in our neighbours’ estimation. 

Our reading today demands a 
closer look at the wisdom tradition 
of the Old Testament. We meet Lady 
Wisdom. She’s more than wisdom 
personified. She’s God’s frustration 
with human foolishness. She’s one 
of the masks God wears when God 
reveals something of God’s self. Prov- 
erbs 1:7 says the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom. That’s more 
than an attitude. It’s a relationship. 

The purpose of this relationship 
ain’t to get so darn smart we'll get 
rich. We still equate knowledge with 
reward. As an educator I’m painfully 
aware of the way post-secondary 
programs are now being evaluated 
not for the way they may build wiser 
people but for the paths they may 
provide to better-paying jobs. 

Lady Wisdom walks through town 
and her call is seductive. She says, 
“Know me and I will tell you what you 
need to know.” This means that, on 
our Own, we don’t know, can’t know 
everything we need to know. 

The “simple ones” are not unbe- 
lievers. They’re the people who claim 
God’s name but still think they can 
find God’s wisdom all on their own. 
Without being distracted by revela- 
tion or annoyed by community. 

We might be quick to see our spiritual- 
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but-not-religious neighbours here, or our 
children who have given up on church. 
But these are Sabbath believers, weekday 
freelancers, who don’t see the shadow 
Sunday casts on Monday and the rest of 
the week. Wisdom calls to us when we 
leave the safe confines of church and go 
out to walk the streets of everyday life. 

We Presbyterians are quick to criti- 
cize religion we say is all heart and no 
head. We’re people of the book and the 
sermon! But don’t we live, sometimes, 
as if we check our brains at the door 
when we come to church? 

We listen as we worship and stuff 
seeps into our heads. Then as we go 
back out into what we call the real 
world, we put our brains back in place, 
filled with what we really rely on to 
live our weekday lives. God’s wisdom 
gets squashed down somewhere inside 
us. Maybe it squirts out our ears from 
the pressure of our own wisdom. 

If we’re so darn smart, why ain’t 
we righteous? That’s the real question 
today. 

What we can pick up on our own 
might just make us rich. But it won’t 
bring us into that harmony with God 
that is our souls’ aching hunger and 
burning thirst. 

I still wonder sometimes why I ain’t 
rich since I am so darn smart. Jesus 
puts me in my place with two ques- 
tions: “What will it profit you to gain 
the whole world and forfeit your life? 
Indeed, what can you give in return for 
yout life?” (Mark 8:36-37) 

This wisdom is more than just a way 
to live. It’s the way to life. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches at 
the Atlantic School of Theology. 
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Rayner Prize FEATURES 


A Depth of Talent 


RAYNER PRIZE 2012 


f e changed the process of the Rayner Award 
this year. In past years, I have chosen a 
theme on which the participants have to 
write. This year, we asked the participants to 
convert one of their academic essays into an article. 

There is a trick in there, of course. A sermon is not an 
essay; in the same way, an essay is not a magazine article. 
The tones and the structure are different. 

The Rayner Award is open to all students at the 
Presbyterian Church’s three theological colleges. It is 
named for the legendary Rev. DeCourcy Rayner, editor of 
this publication during the raucous 1960s. The mission- 
minded Armour Heights, Toronto, sponsors the award and 
offers cash awards. 

We received five submissions this year. Amanda 
Henderson’s (Presbyterian College) winning submission 


echoes themes arising from Canada Youth 2012. This is 
fortuitous from the perspective of an editor, of course, but 
it’s not the reason for her citation. 

I highly recommend you read the other four online at 
presbyterianrecord.ca. You’ll note how difficult it was to 
choose amongst them; we had to choose one. Joel Coppieters 
tells the story of William Proudfoot and the birth of both 
Knox and Presbyterian Colleges. Dale Henry meditates on 
Paul’s illness. Lisa Wittman explores Calvin’s spirituality for 
ordinary life. And Reuben St. Louis takes on sex and polity. 

All are well written, interesting and smart. They are a 
snapshot of the depth of talent in our significant if small 
denomination. Mostly though they are testimony to this 
award in Rayner’s name, encouraged by Armour Heights 
and the Record, to build a culture of communication in our 
church. —Andrew Faiz > 
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A Ministry of Presence 


JESUS FORMED HIS DISCIPLES BY WALKING WITH THEM. BY AMANDA HENDERSON 


t is often absolute chaos. There is 
a din in the background; bowls of 
food are going out left and right 
to all the tables. Over a hundred 
a voices are singing grace on the 
aene and suddenly we are all crowding 
into the dining hall. At camp we share 
our meals family style, gathered around 
tables and serving each other. There is 
something profoundly special about 
sharing a meal with others. It is about 
community—about gathered presence. 
Throughout my time in camp and youth 
ministry, I cannot help but look back 
and marvel that sometimes the simplest 
of actions are the most profound. 

While in camp ministry I became 
intrigued by a number of trends I was 
noticing and decided to do some research 
into youth culture and outreach. With 
increasingly technological and mobile 
youth, I wondered what the implications 
for youth ministry were going to be. I 
was surprised by what I found. 

Sociologist Reginald Bibby conducted 
several comprehensive examinations of 
Canadian youth culture. He compared 
the results of his 1984 survey with those 
of his 2000 survey and found that the 
three qualities that teens valued the 
most had not changed. They were and 
remain: friendship, freedom and being 
loved. In a world of technology, reality 
television and the ability to always be 
plugged in, youth are still looking for a 
place of authenticity and belonging. 

Somewhere along the lines, I think I 
bought into the myth that youth would 
want a youth group that could compete 
for their attention—something flashy 
and over the top. It turns out many 
youth are longing for experiences that 
shape their lives and offer something 
that the world does not—authentic 
community. Sometimes I wonder if we 
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waste sacred moments in youth ministry 
because we want so badly for our youth 
to have fun that we lose sight of the fact 
that they are also looking for substance. 
Author Kenda Creasy Dean offers 
a thought-provoking statement about 
teens and theology when she says: 
“Adolescents traffic in theology every 
day.” This theology may not be Christian 
and may not be conscious; in fact it may 
go “unheard, unnamed and unclaimed,” 
but the reality is they are making 
theological decisions daily. When they 


Sometimes the best 
conversations and 
questions about 
faith happen over 
pizza dough 


make these decisions “adolescents look 
to the church for a story of somebody 
who will save them, who will keep them 
from going under in the adolescent 
search for self—a story about who they 
belong to, where they come from, and 
what they are doing on the planet.” 

It is all well and good to say these 
things about youth and theology but 
how does it work out practically? I am 
sure many of us have sat through those 
youth group nights where it is a small 
victory to keep people from swinging off 
the light fixtures, let alone have any sort 
of theological discussion. 

I believe we sometimes undervalue 
the importance of a ministry of presence. 
If youth value friendship, freedom 
and being loved, often these needs are 
met when they know that week after 
week, they can come and be part of 
a community that welcomes them. 


Through these relationships we offer a 
way of showing them the love and grace 
of God as we live out the gospel together. 

Talking about faith is one thing 
and living it together as a community 
is another. When we offer a safe place 
for youth to come and ask questions, 
a place where they can be themselves 
without the pressure of the world and 
be part of genuine community, it can be 
a transformative experience. 

During my first few years of camp 
ministry I really thought that if I 
programmed everything right and 
had lots of excellent resources then 
the youth would grow spiritually and 
our discussions would be deep and life 
changing. Do not get me wrong, these 
things are important; but often our 
deepest theological discussions and 
questions would happen while we were 
making pizza for supper or roasting 
marshmallows over a campfire. 

Do not doubt your ability to lead 
youth just because you do not have 
the largest group or most outrageous 
activities. We should not underestimate 
the power of authentic relationships in 
a welcoming community. Jesus formed 
his disciples while walking with them 
through towns, through the countryside 
and sometimes even on boats—the key 
was that he walked with them. Jesus was 
present, answered their questions, was 
patient when they were difficult and 
loved them for who they were. It was 
both simple and life changing for them. 
Sometimes the best conversations and 
questions about faith happen over pizza 
dough without any glitz or glamour— 
just a gathered community that cares 
about each other. 


Amanda Henderson was a student at 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
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Caring for the Caregivers 


HOW A 16TH CENTURY GENEVAN SYSTEM CAN HELP THE CHURCH TODAY. 
BY JEFF LOACH 


J Li UCU UL UN | LS of 
church life is that clergy leave ministry every year. Most are 
badly wounded—broken from years of functioning poorly 
in the vocation given to them by the Lord. Why does this 
happen? Did not these clergy receive good training for 
what they thought was their life’s work? 

It’s fair to say that no one enters ministry with an intent 
or desire to flame out, or to be miserable. It’s also fair to say 
three years of seminary training can’t cover every issue that 
a minister may face. But it is important to make sure that 
men and women are formed in their relationship with God 
so that they are able to be informed. 

For those in the field doing God’s work, what can be 
done to care for them and to help them care for each other? 
We need only look back in Reformed Protestant history to 
find a model that can be adapted for the encouragement and 
edification of clergy. 

When the citizens of Geneva decided to embrace the 
Protestant Reformation, civic leaders invited John Calvin 


to give leadership to the church. Aside from a three-year 
period of exile, Calvin remained in Geneva for the rest of 
his life. Along with the city magistrates, he developed a 
system of church government that would work, culturally 
and theologically, for the young church. This polity has, to 
a greater or lesser extent, survived to this day in one branch 
or another of the Reformed tradition. There is one element, 
however, which is glaringly missing and it is costing the 
church of our own day dearly. 

Calvin’s Geneva, as a Christian city-state, was governed 
principally by a consistory, along with three magisterial 
councils. The consistory was composed of all the elders and 
clergy of the city; it met weekly to oversee the civil and spiritual 
lives of the people of Geneva. A key subset was the company 
of pastors, instituted by and moderated by Calvin from its first 
days in the early 1540s until shortly before his death in 1564. 

The company of pastors was crafted by Calvin to 
accomplish four purposes for the church in Geneva. The 
first three—ordination, education and missionary »> 
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work—are easily seen to be carried out 
by presbyteries today, with the help 
of the national church. The fourth, 
however, is noticeably absent: mutual 
and self criticism. 

One of Calvin’s goals was that the 
pastors be open and honest enough 
with each other to allow them to 
offer criticism to each other and to 
themselves. This meant they had 
to be willing to be vulnerable and 
accountable to their colleagues. In 
Calvin’s day, the company never 
numbered more than 22 men (and they 
were all men, in those days). Often the 
group was smaller, creating a greater 
possibility for intimate friendship. 
(Contrary to popular belief, Calvin had 
close friends among the pastors with 
whom he served and the account of the 
last gathering Calvin shared with the 
company suggests he and his colleagues 
showed great emotion as they prepared 
to say goodbye.) 

If you attend a meeting of a 
presbytery today it is unlikely you 
will find a forum for mutual and self 
criticism as Calvin envisioned. Why 
did this obviously important function 
of Reformed polity fall out of use? For 
North American Presbyterians, the 
most obvious answer is that this part of 


Calvin’s government did not translate 
into the political milieu of John Knox’s 
Scotland and was not handed down to 
us. Further, because we live in a highly 
litigious society, it would be very 
difficult to have mandated mutual and 
self criticism as part of an ecclesiastical 
judicatory without some sort of signed, 
formal covenant. 

Yet the need remains. Pastors, 
as Caregivers, need care. Many are 
uncomfortable receiving that care from 
the very people for whom they care 
and this is understandable; the vast 
majority of us are not able to separate 
what we know about an individual 
from his or her proclamation. (This 
is often why clergy spouses feel the 
need to have someone other than 
their spouses to whom they can turn 
for pastoral care.) While it is possible 
that denominational initiatives such 
as the Employee Assistance Program 
can provide a significant amount of 
professional care for clergy, Calvin’s 
idea remains attractive simply because 
pastors understand the kind of care 
that their colleagues need. 

A company of pastors can exist 
within a presbytery today, and they do 
in a few places. (Some choose to make 
the gathering ecumenical, as the Geneva 
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company of pastors is today, though 
doing so loses Calvin’s desire that 
doctrine be held in common among 
those who gather.) Those participating 
would need to choose a competent 
leader and would need to decide whether 
to divide their company into smaller 
groups, either based on the size of the 
group or gender demographics (since 
some pastors may not be comfortable 
talking about certain issues with people 
of the opposite sex). 

Whichever way the company is 
divided, if at all, its common goal 
should be to provide excellent care 
for one another in a safe environment 
where the truth can be spoken in love, 
preferably under a signed covenant. 
What it should not be is just another 
meeting. This gathering should be 
something for which pastors willingly 
set aside time because they make a 
difference in each other’s lives. Engaging 
in mutually caring clergy relationships 
can only help the church be what God 
has called it to be. 

Some exercises in which a company 
of pastors could engage are: creating 
a rule of life for the pastor; practising 
spiritual disciplines such as journaling, 
silence and lectio divina; cultivating 
emotional and _— spiritual health 
(and referring members to qualified 
counsellors when necessary); studying 
scripture together; praying for and with 
each other; studying classic Christian 
literature; engaging in culturally 
relevant issues in light of scripture; 
examining issues before the General 
Assembly in light of scripture and the 
historic Reformed tradition; and holding 
one another accountable for deepening 
Christian faith, improving ministry 
skills and responding to sins with which 
individual pastors may struggle. m 


Rev. Dr. Jeff Loach is pastor of St. Paul's, 
Nobleton, Ont., and an adjunct instructor 
at Tyndale Seminary, Toronto. He is 
grateful to Dr. Richard Topping, whose 
January 2011 Record article prompted 
him to study the company of pastors. 

You can follow him on his blog at 
passionatelyhis.wordpress.com 
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etty Howa was initially resistant to flatten 
the ridges of her field, a traditional farming 
practice in Malawi. But when faced with 
poor rainfalls and the resulting food short- 
ages, she decided to stop tilling her land and test 
new conservation farming techniques she learned 
through a PWS&D-supported agriculture program. 

Betty planted corn on half an acre of untilled land 
and soybeans on the other half, both of which she re- 
ceived as part of the program. She also fertilized her 
land with manure and spread moisture-preserving 
mulch, as she had been taught. Her experiment was a 
success! Betty harvested 250 kg of corn from the first 
half acre and 150 kg of soybeans from the other, while 
her neighbour’s corn crop failed. 

“Tam planning to double the size of my field next 
growing season,” said Betty proudly. “This type of 
farming is best!” be 
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Best Practices for Farmers 

In Malawi, PWS&D’s partners are working to improve food security and boost nutri- 
tion by training vulnerable farmers in farming best practices such as conservation 
agriculture, using manure instead of expensive fertilizers and water preservation. 
Farmers are also provided with seeds to diversify crops and introduce vegetables 
and legumes such as cassava, sweet potato and soybeans to family diets. 

With an estimated 925 million hungry peo- 
ple in the world, food production for survival 
is a growing concern. Food distributions 

and work to restore livelihoods will ensure 
people have food for today and in the future. 


$ 10 trains a farmer in soil and water 
conservation 


$30 provides a family with seeds and 
training on how to grow more food 


$2.00 provides a farmer with an 
“agricultural package” of fruit tree 
saplings, vegetables and tools 
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Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


Ever wandered how your gifts to PWS&D 
are shared? Looking for stories from PWS&D _ 
programs around the world? : 

The new 2011 Annual Report is a yea” 
overview of PWS&D’s work last year. With 
a map highlighting specific projects, stories 
from the field, descriptions of new initiatives 
plus valuable information about PWS&D, 
this handy, bulletin-insert sized document 
provides plenty of information! 

“We will never forget the help that we 
got from Canada,” said Tobiko Taga after 
receiving a food ration from a PWS&D- 
supported program in Kenya following a 
severe drought. 

“God bless you for helping us,” said 
Kilokunye Ngiyo, a mother of six. “We are 
so thankful!” SL hee 

You can G5 Dicer 
download the sg Years ! 

Annual Report 
from the web- 
site or call 
1-800-619- 
7301 ext. 293 
to order cop- 
ies for your 
whole con- 
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‘ NAME: 
Prespyterian VWOrid 
service & Development APE Rees 
50 Wyntora Drive, 
Toronto, Ont. MSC 157 EME 


1 a Please contact me about 


GOMMUNICAUOMS GOOTaInator 


becoming a monthly supporter 


| would like subscribe to 
the monthly e-newsletter FREE 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D or make an online donation at 
WeRespond.ca 


Editor: Barb Summers, PWS8&D gratefully acknowledges all individuals and congregations who support 
the development and relief work of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


I'm learning how to feed the fire, to live for Christ and 
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Know more about my calling and what my purpose Is. 


—Jeremian Ho, Montreal 


Canada Youth is held every three years at Brock University, 

St. Catharines, Ont. It brings together young people from across 
Canada and abroad to worship, play and grow in a Presbyterian 

environment. Programming includes three tracks for participants: 
the conference track for teenagers, mission track for youth aged 
18 and above, and the youth ministry training track for adults. 


There were nearly 500 participants this year, making it the largest 
gathering of Presbyterians in 2012. 


EDITED BY MIRIAM SMIT 
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LIVING 
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Canada Youth challenged 
Us to be disciples —and 
to be transformed. 


BY ADELE HALLIDAY 


AVA eh does it mean to be “on fire”? 


This was a question I heard often prior to Canada Youth. 
Since I was invited to lead four days of keynote addresses, 
people in my community wanted to know what the theme 
actually meant. 

The theme verse was Luke 24:32—part of the story of 
the disciples’ encounter with Jesus on the road to Emmaus. 
It is a story about God’s relationship with us. 

We considered how we are children of God, called and 
chosen and gifted by God for ministry. 

Then we reflected on the notion of discipleship. There 
are a multitude of choices people need to make each day 
and continuing to choose Christ can be a challenge. I spoke 
about injustice on a local and global scale. We talked about 
the importance of standing for something. 

We reflected on the challenge of feeling alone. Leading a 
lite of discipleship can be a hard thing to do. There are times 
when we wonder if God is there and if God is really listen- 
ing to us. Particularly in our most difficult moments, how 
do we understand if God is present and how God works in 
our most desperate times? This was the day we raised up 
issues such as disease, grief, death, bullying, peer pressure, 
living in a new context and crying out for God’s guidance. 

It was a difficult day and an honest day. We dealt with 
some very challenging issues; some of us even cried. But 
this was balanced out by clear affirmations of God’s con- 
tinual presence with us. Sometimes we don’t recognize the 
powerful movements of God’s Spirit in our time because it 
comes to us in ways we do not expect. Still, God is there; 
we are never alone. 

The final day of keynote addresses focused on 
transformation. With all that we had explored in the days 
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before, what do we do now? Perhaps we live as people 
called by God, living lives of discipleship, knowing that 
God goes with us in our most difficult times. We live as 
transformed people. 

This was the day we spoke about change. We spoke about 
speaking truth to power. We know that God loves us exactly 
as we are, but we also know that God loves us enough to 
change us into something even more precious. God loves 
us so much that God wants us to be even better people 
than we are now and God will work with us to bring about 
transformation in our lives and in the world around us. 

We explored some challenging concepts, yet we did so 
in humble faith and in ways that made sense. 

And I was never really alone. I was able to gather an amaz- 
ing team of youth. I wrote a series of dramas to animate the 
scriptures at Canada Youth; drama team members Jemima 
Amoabeng (Ghanaian Presbyterian), Vanessa Cordova (North 
Park) and Eric Oh (Toronto Myung-Sung Presbyterian) shared 
their gifts for acting on stage. 

I really appreciated some of the one-on-one conversa- 
tions I had with young people. Some came and shared how 
a story or a video had really spoken to them; they wanted 
to delve a bit deeper into their own faith journey. Earnest 
and sincere, sometimes we sat together and reflected and 
talked about how to carry the ideas from this conference 
forward into their everyday lives. 

It was an honour to be part of this gathering. I am grate- 
ful for the Spirit’s presence, which I felt so tangibly during 
that time. This was a gift of God. Thanks be to God. @ 


Adele Halliday is a member of St. Andrew’s Humber Heights, 
Toronto. She works full-time for the United Church of Canada 
in the Communities in Ministry Unit as the team leader for 
Transformational Ministries 
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| | | not one who is big on change. I strug- 


gle with go-with-the-flow type plans and find sudden 
changes uncomfortable at best. So as God would have it, 
I found myself on a Canada Youth planning team that 
had to work through some major changes in leadership 
and structure. 

The funny and wonderful thing 
about change is that it has a way of 


It’s as if someone knew 


Rms 
LET GOD 


Somewnere in the CY planning 
process, | learned now to change. 


BY HEATHER GERRITS 


knew that, when things changed for the conference, I 
would learn valuable lessons like “let go and let God” 
so that I could later apply those lessons to my life when 
everything changed for me. 

So for the third time, Canada Youth has helped me 
grow in my faith and left a lasting 
impression on my life. 

My earlier times at Canada Youth 


bringing people closer together. What h I [ d f inspired me to reach out further and 
seemed at first to be a random assort- that 1 wouid soon face deeper into the church—to use my 
ment of individuals soon became a faith more actively and not wait for 
hth ree Olle of the largests aera ree 
tightly knit family. it to hit me in the face on a Sunday 
Since joining the team several 7 morning. I participated in Youth in 
years ago, my life has also undergone challenges of My life Mission trips to Guyana and Nica- 
many monumental changes—the and. | would need ragua. I attended General Assem- 
most significant being my move from bly as a young adult representative. 
Vancouver to Saskatoon. at larger church family I was driven to seek out new ways 


For me, this meant finding a new 
house, a new church, a new job, a 
new life. Terrifying though it was, one 
of the things that helped me through 
it was the knowledge that I had my CY family supporting 
me from across the country. This family would not have 
grown so close had we not been fused together by the 
challenges we faced. 

When reflecting on the past couple of years, I find 
it surprising (although I shouldn’t) how things worked 
out. It’s as if someone knew that I would soon face one of 
the largest challenges of my life and—since I would have 
to leave my local church family behind—I would need 
a larger church family to hold me up. It’s as if someone 
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to hold me up 


to grow and expand in my faith. I 
came to understand and experience 
the word faith as a verb, not just as 
a noun. 

For me, this process has been a long, tiring, some- 
times painful, but inspiring and beautiful reminder of 
how God doesn’t always give,you what you think you 
want, but instead will always give you what you need. @ 


Heather Gerrits was an adult participant in the planning 
and administration process. She works as the learning 
communities and first year programs co-ordinator at the 
University of Saskatchewan. 
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How Canada Youth 
changed my faith in 
the Presbyterian Church. 


BY LIZZIE SONG 


' 
KB eS | | | O a pastor’s kid always has its ups 
n 


and downs: I have surrounded by the love of my 
church family and my own family, but have often encoun- 
tered negative stereotypes of PKs and the image of the 
goody two-shoes. From the day I was born, I’ve grown up 
in a traditional Presbyterian church and I’ve got to say it’s 
never been... entertaining to me. To be honest, I always pic- 
tured myself moving to a different denomination when I 
grew up because I felt like I was called to another place. 

But as soon as I entered Canada Youth, I saw all these 
other Presbyterians and how much fun we can have. I found 
it hilarious to rock out, dance as much as I could to these 
great gospel songs and then go completely seriously into a 
call to worship like a good old Presbyterian. My faith grew 
as tall as the mountain we seemed to climb that week—with 
my amazing, new, lifelong friends, the leaders I’ve met, the 
amazing speakers and pastors. And my faith grew not only 
in God but in the Presbyterian Church. 

I can’t count how many great people I met. I went into 
CY with only my best friend, thinking we were just there 
to get out of our boring little town. We did so much more 
than that. These people I met changed me. Their spirits 
have inspired me entirely. 

Adele Halliday taught us about our calling. We were all 
called by God to come together to rekindle our spirits. 

On our last night together, a big group of us were all 
holding hands in a circle and we prayed for at least 10 min- 
utes. We were all crying because we didn’t want to leave. | 
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knew from experience and from a former youth leader that 
we cry because God has completed His job in us and we are 
sad that it has to end. 

The last morning, we got together to do our final devo- 
tionals, to say our last prayers, to sign each other’s shirts 
and say our final goodbyes... 

Then I finally could say I knew God called us all to Can- 
ada Youth 2012. And for that I’m grateful. 

For 15 years, I’ve been a PK and, for most of that time, 
I’ve wanted to worship somewhere else. God called me to 
Canada Youth to help me realize I’ve been in the right place 
all this time. I just needed a different perspective on wor- 
ship and I needed to know that the church isn’t dying; it’s 
just getting started. 

And to my brand new best friends, I love you all. We 
may be on opposite sides of the country, but we’re never 
too far apart. We’re never alone. And one day, we'll be back 
together. I promise. 

We've climbed down the mountain, we’ve gone back to 
normalcy, but we still have the fire kindling in us. Thank 
you Canada Youth. See you in three years! 

“Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it 
happened.”—Dr. Seuss. @ 


Lizzie Song is a pastor’s kid from Elora, Ont. She was a 
conference track participant. 
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CANADA YOUTH 2012 


The mission track program within Canada Youth teaches participants about local 
and international missions from those involved in them. It gives young people an 


opportunity to do some local mission work—this year in St. Catharines and at Crieff 


s Retreat and Conference Centre. By leaving the campus, participants quickly 
discovered the hope that even a few more helping hands can create. 


Whoa; from, I'm always thé-odd one 

out. Here, everyone’s on the same page. 

It reminds you that there are people like 
‘you everywhere. —Katie Blaikie, Halifax 
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faith. It’s not every day-you talk to people : about what you believe. 
——Belinda Boonstra, Barrie, Ont: 


The mission tra a an me tobe more open a 
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CANADA YOUTH 2012 


The conference track focused on the theme “On Fire” with plenary speaker Adele 
Halliday. It included workshops about church and worship. 


Youth ministry training track participants explored the future of their ministries. 
Speakers included Rev. Dr. John Vissers, this year’s moderator of the General 
Assembly, and Rev. Blair Bertrand. Their workshops related to subjects like risk 
management and inspiring lasting faith in the lives of young people. 
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CY gave me time tor 
on my faith; on what t 
believe, on what! thin 
—Caleb McCarrdlleButle 
Toronto 
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Shop at Christianbook.com 
and receive an additional 
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your purchase of $35 or more on your 
favorite Christian products...in addition to 
great everyday prices that are consistently 
lower than other online stores. 
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TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL DISCOUNT OFFER ONLINE OR BY PHONE, 
PLEASE USE PROMOTION CODE 375767PR. OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 23, 2012. 


Compare prices and you'll see—Christianbook.com delivers the best value. 
Our huge selection of Christian books, Bibles, music and gifts is always up to 50% or more 
off the retail price. Simply because we are committed to the Christian community. 
We are champions of your values. We are you. 


AAR Christianbook.com 


LESS 1-800-CHRISTIAN 


everything CHRISTIAN for less! 
y : 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS: This offer can be used only once per customer. This coupon is not redeemable for cash and cannot be used on orders already placed, 
including backorders. It applies to totals for merchandise only, prior to adding shipping, handling, or taxes. Coupon cannot be combined with any other offer. This offer 
does not apply to products from certain vendors that do not allow for further discounts. Fora complete list please visit www.christianbook.com/minimumprice. 
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From the Moderator Back fi 


Christ In All Generations 


CANADA YOUTH SHOWS GOD |S NOT FINISHED WITH US YET. BY JOHN VISSERS 


am a follower of Jesus for 
many reasons. One of them is 
. that I was raised in a congre- 
gation that cared deeply about young 
people. The minister, the elders and 
the youth leaders in my church 
believed that young people are not 
the church of tomorrow; they are the 
church of today. 

I was reminded of this when I 
attended Canada Youth 2012. The 
energy and enthusiasm of over 500 
young people and youth leaders gath- 
ered for worship, study, conversation 
and a lot of fun was inspiring. It was 
a great moment for the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada and I was delighted 
to be there. It renewed my faith that 
God is not finished with us yet. 

Kenda Creasy Dean of Princeton 
Theological Seminary says that youth 
ministry is about ministry before it’s 
about youth. I think she’s right. For 
too long, and for too many, youth 
ministry has been about entertain- 
ing young people with the hope 
that they’ll stay in the church. But 
there’s a new generation of youth 
leaders who understand that min- 
istry with youth means involving 
them in God’s work in the world. It 
means seeing young people as loved 
by God, called by Christ and empow- 
ered by the Holy Spirit to participate 
in God’s mission. Young people are 
not the objects of ministry—they 
have a ministry. 

Let me put it this way. The 
Presbyterian Church does not have 
a ministry to youth. But God does. 


Let’s have every 
congregation set up 
a Facebook page for 

young people. 
Let's give our young 
people the freedom to 
do ministry in 
their own way 


The church of God does not have a 
mission with young people. But the 
God of mission has a church in which 
young people have a vital place. God 
cares deeply about young people 
and so should we. Our ministry with 
youth is nothing more and nothing 
less than a participation with them in 
what the triune God is doing, across 
cultures, across social and economic 
groups and across generations. It 
involves everyone, from the front- 


line youth leader to the retired 
grandparents who spend time with 
their grandchildren. 

Let me return to my own story. At 
the opening of the General Assembly 
I spoke about the debt of gratitude I 
owe to the Presbyterian Church. I am 
not a cradle Presbyterian but I was 
embraced as a child and a young per- 
son by this denomination. Through 
the ministry of a local congregation 
and a church camp, as well as pres- 
bytery, synod, ecumenical and para- 
church youth programs, my identity 
as a follower of Jesus was formed and 
my call to ministry was nurtured. 

So here’s the challenge. Let's 
make ministry among youth and 
young adults and families one of 
our priorities going forward. Let’s 
make it inter-cultural and _ inter- 
generational. Let’s have every con- 
gregation set up a Facebook page for 
young people. Let’s give our young 
people the freedom to do ministry in 
their own way. And let’s have every 
congregation send at least one more 
young person to the next Canada 
Youth than they did in 2012. (Why 
can’t we have 1,000 young people 
and leaders there?) 

But most of all, let’s keep show- 
ing young people that God loves 
them and that Jesus invites them on 
this journey with us. Who knows, 
perhaps they’ll end up leading us. & 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is principal of 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
jvissers@presbyterian.ca 
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People 


To make People & Places submissions, email: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca 


Toronto 
The Get It Dunn team, led by Marc Dunn of Morningside-High Park (second 
from the left), raised $46,816 for the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer. They 
cycled 200 km from Toronto to Niagara Falls. Here the team of seven PCC 
members plus their friends and family take a break just outside Niagara Falls 
before finishing the last leg of the race together. 

From left: Fred Cassano, Marc Dunn, Scott Dunn, Rev. Zander Dunn, Kirk Dunn, 
Karen Ingram, Janice Craig, Allen Stuart, Brian McClure, Peter Forrest and Matthias 
Bolsinger. In front: Stacey Noble. 
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First, Regina 

Sixty years and a day after his ordination, Rev. 
Doug Garner was honoured for his dedicated 
service. Garner, who retired as a United Church 
minister before joining the PCC, used the 
celebration as an opportunity to fundraise— 
all contributions toward cake and ice cream 
were redirected toward Presbyterian World 
Service and Development's work in Malawi. 


St. Andrew’s, Moncton, N.B. 


After more than 25 years of planning, special guests and 
representatives of St. Andrew’s finally cut the ribbon outside 
their new church building. The congregation wanted to 
provide a place that is more accessible to the community. 
The new building is a multi-functional and accessible space 
where they can host a wide range of events and activities. 


From left: Steve Despres, John Rice, Blake Sherrard, Rev. Dr. 
Martin Kreplin, John Betts and Rev. Charles Cook. 


People & Places BACK 


First, Stellarton, N.S. 


Father's Day—what a great day to welcome alittle 
one into God's family! Here’s Lauren Grace Stewart 
with Rev. Charles McPherson and her parents, Jason 
and Stephanie, on the morning of her baptism. 


West Point Grey, Vancouver, B.C. 
“Celebrating a Century in our Community” is 
more than just icing on this cake. The night 
before their 100th anniversary service, they 
threw a ceilidh. And the anniversary festivities 
will continue all year; special events are planned 
to celebrate those who made professions of 
faith, were baptized or married by a WPG pastor 
... and the list goes on. 

Shown here are clergy with past or present 
connections to the church. From left: Rev. Connie 
Lee, Rev. Wendy Adams, Rev. Dr. Sylvia Cleland, Rev. 
David Smith and Rev. Heetae Park. 


St. Andrew’s-Chalmers, Uxbridge, Ont. 


Longtime member Lola Kennedy celebrated her 100th 
birthday this past May. Since attending her home 
church has been more difficult lately, Lola’s friends 
visited her. They gave her a special prayer shawl 

and basket of goodies. Lola, who served the Ladies 
Association and Women’s Missionary Society, is an 
absolute delight to those who know her. 


ON OUR WEBSITE: 
Stellarton, N.S., prepares to launch a 
church radio station. 
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WH pack Market Place 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


CROWNEA so 


Robemakers and Tailors 
Custom tailored clergy robes, 
Choir gowns, vestments, academic robes 


1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel: 416-503-1288 www.crownex.com 
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Robert McCausland 
Limited 


Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 
30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


Does your new employee read the 


Presbyterian Record? Find out! 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 


or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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BULL AS since 1904 
GLASS ito 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


NM 7-579-658-0724 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
¢ traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED @Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920: www.edwardsglass.net 


Modi ad Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 

Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


CHURCH CUSHIONS 


Fine quality pew or kneeling cushions. 
On your next seating project, contact 
Waggoners, the cushion specialists! 


TOLL FREE 1-800-396-7555 
Waggoners, Inc 


Wwww.pewcushions.com 


MILLWORK 


PROTECTIVE 

GLAZING RESTORATION 

SINCE 1979 

97 Wharncliffe Rd, S. London, Ont, N6J 2K2 
Toll Free 877-575-2321 


www.sunrisestainedglass.com 


Place your employment ad 
in our next issue and find 
the perfect candidate fast. 


Ministry Opportunities BACK ae 


Ministry Opportunities 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 
No ministry opportunities at this time. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 

EASTERN ONTARIO 

Montreal, Cote des Neiges; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Dan Shute, Presbyterian 
College, 3495 University St., Montreal, QC 
H3A 1A8; 
dshute@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Montreal, The Church of St. Andrew and St. 
Paul; Associate Minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 University 
St., Montreal, QC _H3A 2A8; 514-288- 

5256 extension 202; pastoralstudies@ 
presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Richmond, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Full-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Kelly Graham, 5533 
Dickinson St., Manotick, ON 
K4M 1A6; 613-692-4228; 
revkgraham@gmail.com. 

Winchester, Ont., St. Paul's; Chesterville, St. 
Andrew's; Morewood; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO Box 131, 
Maxville, ON KOC 1T0; 613-538-2582; 
jim_olga@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 
ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 
Brampton, St. Andrew's; Senior 
Minister; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Harvey Self, PO Box 276, Orangeville, ON 
LOW 227; 519-941-1334; 
office@tweedsmuirpresbyterian.org. 
Markham, Markham Chinese; Full-time 
associate minister for English-speaking 
ministry; Interim Moderator Rev. Sam 
Priestley, 19 Elm Lea St., Markham, 
ON L3P 3M8; 905-294-1633; 
sam.priestley@bell.net. 
Mississauga, Clarkson Road; Interim 
Moderator Pastor Howard Sullivan, 
170 Main St.E., Milton, ON LOT 1N8;905- 
878-6060; pastor.howard92@gmail.com. 
Mississauga, Dixie; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, 
83 Trafalgar Rd., PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON 
NOB 1Z0; 519-855-6216; 
r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 
Nottawa, Emmanuel; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 


206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 705- 
424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oro, Trinity Community; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Jim Sitler, 1003 Cherish Creek Lane, 
RR 3, Bracebridge, ON P1L 1X1; 
705-645-5650; cherishcreek@sympatico.ca. 

Oshawa, St. Luke's and St. James (new two 
point charge); Joint Interim Moderators 
Rev. Dr. Lynda Reid, lyndareid@bellnet.ca 
and Rev. Dr. lan Clark, 
drianclark@gmail.com. 

Parry Sound, St. Andrew’s; Pastor of Word 
and Sacrament; Interim Moderator Rev. 
George Anderson, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 1 High St., Huntsville, 
ON P1H 2R3; 705-789-2122; george@ 
standrewshuntsville.ca; 
www.standrewsparrysound.org. 

Pickering, Amberlea; Co-Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeremy Bellsmith, c/o Burns 
Presbyterian Church, 765 Myrtle Rd., 
Ashburn, ON LOB 1A0; 
jeremy@burnschurch.org. 

Scarborough, Melville; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dennis Cook, c/o St. Timothy's 
Presbyterian Church, 97 Burcher Rd., Ajax, 
ON L158 2R3; 905-683-6122; 
dencook@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Brussels, Melville; Part-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Don McCallum, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 220 Livingstone Ave. 
N., Listowel, ON N4W 1P9;519-291-4690; 
donpmccallum@wightman.ca. 

Burlington, Knox; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Robert Docherty, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 461 Elizabeth St., 
Burlington, ON L7R 4B1; 905-333-3013; 
revbob.docherty@gmail.com. 

Dresden, St. Andrew’s and Rutherford; Full- 
time minister for two-point charge; Current 
video of you preaching/leading a worship 
would be an asset; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Douglas Cameron, 251 Duncan St., 
Wallaceburg,ON N8A 5G5; 519-397-9132; 
pastordoug-im@thosecamerons.com. 

Ilderton, Bethel; Part-time; Carl Crossett, 
Convener of Search Committee, 14846 
Fifteen Mile Rd., RR 2, Denfield, ON NOM 
1P0; 519-225-2733; ccrossett@quadro.net. 


Jarvis, Knox; Walpole, Chalmer’s; Full-time 
minister for two-point charge; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Cathy Kay, 101 Chapman St. 
W., Port Dover, ON NOA 1NO; 
519-583-2344; kay.clan5@gmail.com. 

Sarnia, Paterson Memorial; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Barry Van Dusen, 770 Lakeshore Rd., 
Sarnia, ON N7T 215; 519-542-2253; 
barry.peggy.vandusen@sympatico.ca. 

Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. John Hibbs, 

35 Giffin Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 7NS5; 
905-627-9080; jayhibbs@cogeco.ca. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Kenora, Ont., Anamiewigummig-Kenora 
Fellowship Centre; Executive Director; Peter 
Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, MB 
R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mymts.net. 

Winnipeg, First; Interim Moderator Peter 
Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, 
MB R3K OL1. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No ministry opportunities at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND 

THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Grace; Associate Minister (Pastoral 
Care); Rev. Peter Coutts, Presbytery 
Representative, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 703 Heritage Dr. 
NW, Calgary, AB T2V 2W4; 403-255- 
0001; pcoutts@standrewscalgary.ca; 
gracecalgary.org. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Comox Valley, Comox Valley; Interim 
Moderator Rev. John Green, 579 Grayson 
Rd., Campbell River, BC VOW 6K3; 
revjohngreen@gmail.com. 

Vancouver, Vancouver Taiwanese; Interim 
Moderator Dr. Ted Siverns; 604-530-2401; 
tsiverns@lightspeed.ca. 

Victoria, Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. 

Irwin Cunningham, c/o Saanich Peninsula 
Presbyterian Church, 9296 East Saanich Rd., 
North Saanich, BC V8L 1H8; 250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. 
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WP ack Obituaries 


retired elder 
Church, 


Deeks, Rowat, 89, 
Parkwood Presbyterian 
Ottawa, Ont. May 28, 2012. 


Gemmell, Dr. Thomas, 73, retired 
minister, Presbytery of Ottawa, May 


Obituaries 


13, 2012. Formerly ministers inst 
Church, Whitehorse, (1963-66); St. 
Luke’s Church, Oshawa, Ont., (1967- 
1971); St. Laurent, Ouey 1 o7121079)): 
Director of Studies, Presbyterian 
College, Montreal, (1979-1983); 


The Church of 


Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 
or email: cmcecormick@canadads.com 


St. Andrew and St. Paul 


...1S Seeking an associate minister 


We are a vibrant, growing congregation with members from a range of backgrounds 
and cultural communities. We worship in an historic Montreal church located close to 
several universities within a culturally rich city center. 

We offer traditional worship characterized by excellence in preaching and music. As 
a congregation of over 700 members and adherents, we are served by a very capable and 


dedicated lay leadership and lead minister. 


Having strengths in several areas of ministry, we desire to grow these strengths in new 
directions. Therefore, we are seeking an associate minister whose primary gifts are in 
leadership development, building community and strengthening outreach. The associate 
minister will also help to lead worship and preach occasionally throughout the year. 

A working knowledge of French, or a willingness to learn, would be an advantage 
for living and working in Montreal. A copy of our profile with a complete ministry 
description can be found at www.standrewstpaul.com. 


Interim Moderator: Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495. University St. Montreal, H3A 2A8 
Tel. 514-288-5256 ext 202 Email: pastoralstudies@presbyteriancollege.ca 


See www.fourthchurch.org/pnc/job-description.html for details 
or email pnc@fourthchurch.org (312.981.3599) 
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Secretary, Board of Ministry (1983- 
1992); Principal Clerk of the General 
Assembly (1992-1998). 


Parry, Donald James, passed away on 
February 28, 2012 in Black Diamond, 
Alta., surrounded by his beloved 
daughters Brenda Shorey (Mike), 
Betty Mortier (Doug), Bonnie Wilkie 
(Frank) and Bev Livingstone (Dan) 
and their families. Predeceased by 
his wife Marie Reaume and daughter 
Barbara. 

Don was a longtime member 
of New St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, Dover, near Chatham, Ont., 
where he was active in the choir, 
Sunday school and as an elder and 
clerk of session for many years. He 
was an enthusiastic farmer, lover 
of animals and served actively in 
many agricultural and community 
organizations. Don embraced life 
with a positive attitude and kind 
heart and will be missed by his 
family, many friends, neighbours 
and especially his church 
family. A memorial service was held 
on August 18, 2012 at St. Thomas 
Church, Chatham. @ 
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Faithfully Serving : 


Updates from the Life & Mission Agency 


www.presbyterian.ca/ima 


Presbyterians 
Sharing Sunday 
resources now 
available! 


Presbyterians Sharing Sunday 
falls on September 30, 2012. 
This year’s worship resource 
contains scripture readings, 
prayers, music suggestions, a 
complete sermon and a 
children’s story, making It 
easy for lay leaders in your 
congregation to lead the 
service. A package that 
includes the 2012 worship 
resource, brochure, bulletin 
inserts, and Stories of Mission 
resource has been sent to alll 
congregations. Let's 
celebrate the work we do 
together through 
Presbyterians Sharing! 


Equipping for... 
Current and past editions of 
Equipping for... , featuring 

| congregational support 
resources are available 
online at equippingfor.ca 


THE PRESBYTERI 
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Se ee september 2012 
1-800-619-7301 50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, Ontario N 


Invitation to see 
Peter Steinke 


On November 28 Peter Steinke, 
author of A Door Set Open: 
Grounding Change in Mission and 
Hope, will be speaking at 50 
Wynford Dr. from 10am - 4pm. The 
registration cost is $10.00 and 
includes lunch. Please contact 
canadianministries@presbyterian.ca 
or call 1-800-619-7301 ext. 298 for 
more information or to register. Peter 
Steinke's work helps congregational 
leaders foster healthy and vital 
communities. 


Justice News 


The application deadline for funding 
from the Healing and Reconciliation 
Program is October 31. Need ideas 
to get going? David Phillips at 
dphillips@presbyterian.ca, Healing 
and Reconciliation Animator, can 
help! 


One in 10 Canadians lives in 
poverty. October 17 is the 
International Day for the Eradication 
of Poverty. Justice Ministries has 
worship resources fo mark this day. 
How is your church reaching out to 
low-income neighbours? Share your 
story! Contact Katharine Masterton 
at kmasterton@presbyterian.ca, 
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AN’ CHURCH IN CANADA 


|New PWS&D 


Resources 


PWS&D now has new 
materials ready for order, 


mB including liturgies for Advent 
fm and Lent, a new children's 
m resource, the annual report of 


PWS&D activities around the 


m world, and much more. These 
m resources will help you bring 
| PWS&D to your congregation! 


i Bulletin Bits 


are Back! 


B After a brief summer hiatus, 
s PWS&D Bulletin Bits are back 


and available for all 


B congregations. These snappy 
m tidbits of information can be 
m@ easily inserted into your 

= weekly church bulletin to 

Bm provide a quick update on 

Bm programs working to help 
B vulnerable people around the @ 
B world. To subscribe, email 
® Emily Vandermeer at : 
B evondermeer@presbyterian.ca & 


WH Back Christian Education 


Lead On 
Soft 


A PLEA FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS. 
BY LD MCKENZIE 


{je ¥ 

Rea dit 19 t} 1€ Rec O} a earlier this year, 
I had a flashback to the sand and surf at Huron Feathers, the 
summer day camp at Sauble Beach on Lake Huron. My kids 
attended there for years and loved the games, crafts, water- 
front time and field trips. I had the utmost confidence in my 
kids’ well-being, thanks to the well-trained student counsel- 
lors, many from Redeemer University. Some leaders were 
specifically trained as lifeguards or in working with special 
needs kids. An idyllic moment from bygone days. 

Or is it? The time is upon us when we must consider 
recreating this safe, secure, still fun setting in our weekly 
children’s Christian education (Sunday school) programs— 
and in churches at large. We can do this our way, or wait for 
insurance companies to set the terms. 

For instance, in reporting on a conference this spring at 
Mount Allison University on student mental health, CBC 
News noted 15 per cent of students have some sort of anxiety 
or mental health condition requiring outside help. Seventeen 
per cent of adults with a mental illness had first onset signs 
under age 20. Well, college students and adults were children 
once, and some of our Sunday school kids need help. 

We've all had a disruptive kid in our Sunday school 
classrooms and sanctuaries. Sometimes kids have special 
needs as well. And we as parents and volunteers have all felt 
the guilt of not knowing how to provide a nice experience 
for these kids who really need it while preserving a calm safe 
experience for those who aren’t carrying the same heavy load. 
Sunday schools have been run by well-meaning volunteers 
ever since Moses rocked in a rush basket and the impulse to 
help is good one. But we must ask ourselves honestly, can we 
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properly offer programming for these groups of kids if we 
have no one on the ground trained in special needs? 

Churches should seriously consider dedicating a portion of 
their budgets to retaining, at least part-time, a CE coordinator 
or resource person who is trained to work with special needs 
kids. Let’s face it, curricula is readily available for free on 
the web. Yet it would make a world of difference to Sunday 
school kids, parents, volunteer leaders and church vitality as 
a whole to have someone in place who can manage the crazy 
joyful mixture of kids that bless us with their presence for an 
hour a week, keeping things fun and safe for all. 

I think it’s a calling churches should enthusiastically 
adopt. We’ve done Sunday school for years, taught Bible 
stories and provided breaks for ‘mainstream’ parents. By 
integrating trained staff into church life, we take it to the next 
level—providing healing and fortifying an intergenerational 
environment. Nobody should do intergenerational better 
than churches. 

Picture this: your church becomes a fun, safe place where 
families race in the door, rather than rush for the exit due to 
an unstable program run by overwhelmed volunteers. 

One of my favourite Bible stories is Jacob’s reunion with 
Esau. After the two brothers have made peace, Jacob tells 
Esau he’ll be along soon; he wants to “lead on softly” at 
a pace the children can endure. I had always thought the 
operative word here was “softly.” Now I think it is “lead.” 
Let’s take up this challenge and make every Sunday school 
like a day at the beach. @ 


LD McKenzie is a busy mom and a freelance writer. 
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continued from page 50 


exercise anyway. And if we take Addy 
along we had better take the shotgun, 
too. It was grouse season after all and 
one did not want to taint keeping the 
Sabbath by choosing to be unprepared 
for divine providence. 

It was all going along champion 
until we drove through a grove 
of giant fir trees on to a long ago 
decommissioned landing. There, 
right in the middle of the old grassed- 
over landing was the butt log from a 
giant fir tree. It was about three feet 
in diameter, bone dry and exactly two 
stove lengths long. 

“What ya going to do, Grandpa?” 
asked Jacob as I tumbled out the 
driver’s door. Seconds later I was 
attached to one end of the log 
grunting like an old bear. Not able 
to budge it, I flung open the tailgate 
of the pickup truck, grabbed my axe 
and began to bang away at the end of 
the log like a madman. After a dozen 
or so Herculean axe swings all I had 
accomplished was sinking the axe 
head into the end of the log so deep 
that I couldn’t budge it. I was panting 
and covered with sweat, stooped 
over with my elbows propping me 
up against my knees, when She Who 
Must Be Obeyed came around the 
truck with Jacob. 

“Is this what you call Sabbath 
rest?” she asked. “You know we don’t 
need the extra firewood.” 

“But it’s Douglas fir, love, the best 
kind of firewood,” I panted. 

“If you grab that big branch and 
bash the axe head with it you might 
be able to wedge the axe in enough 
to split the log, Grandpa,” Jacob said, 
deftly changing sides in the Sabbath- 
keeping discussion. 

I leapt for the big piece of fir branch 
and maniacally went after the axe 
head. Jacob grabbed another chunk 
of branch and provided syncopating 
blows. Soon we had beat the branches 
and ourselves to splinters. 

“Get that big rock, Grandpa,” said 
Jacob. 


I was raised in a way 
that instilled in my gut 
that resting my whole 
being in the way the 
Bible seems to teach me 
was sheer laziness 


“Get that bigger rock, Grandpa,” 
said Jacob, after I had shattered the 
first one against the axe head. 

“Need gloves!” I panted, holding 
up my bruised hands. 

Three hours later, we drove down 
our road with a nice little jag of 
firewood in the back of the pickup 
truck. “Nice little jag of firewood and 
I didn’t even have to work my power 
saw,” I said. “See how God blesses you 
when you keep His Sabbath.” 

“Some Sabbath rest,” said Linda. “I 
don’t think you could rest if your life 
depended upon it.” 

The kicker is, she is absolutely 
right and my life probably does 
depend upon it. Nearing the end of 
middle age, I know it’s a serious issue 
for me. My whole being is beginning 
to insist that it is. 

From the Bible’s perspective we 
were created for work. This is at least 


For the Journey 


partially the point of being created 
in the image of a labouring God. 
But the other part of the same point 
is that being created in the image of 
God means we were created for rest, 
too. And the biblical idea of Sabbath 
rest is not one of stopping the work 
you get paid for so that you can work 
yourself to the bone at something you 
don’t get paid for. According to my 
rudimentary understanding of the 
biblical Hebrew root word for Sabbath, 
(shabat), it actually means to stop, to 
cease, to be'still, to be quiet. 

Consequently, I think I hear 
more than mere religious observance 
in Sabbath. I hear more than mere 
physical rest in this word, too. I hear 
an organic kind of rest that engages 
and nurtures the whole being; the 
body, mind and soul. And the biblical 
imperative is one day in seven. 

It seems to me that this lines up 
with what Jesus taught concerning 
Sabbath; that it was not a matter of 
religious observance so much as it 
was a matter of grace. He insisted that 
the biblical Sabbath rest was made for 
humanity not the other way around 
(Mark 2:27). But what do you do when 
this concept is foreign to the way you 
were raised? To put it very simply, I 
was raised in a way that instilled in 
my gut that resting my whole being in 
the way the Bible seems to teach me 
was Sheer laziness. This is reinforced 
in my culture and its institutions, too, 
including the church that tends to 
love a working fool. 

So I’m working at learning how 
to rest. Honestly, that’s how I have 
to approach it. I have to confess I am 
a slow learner. It’s one step forward 
and one step sideways for me. But 
I am working on it and today has 
been a pretty good day. This morning 
I stopped for almost two hours. An 
otter on the lake helped me to doit. 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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BF For the Journey 


One Sabbath in September 


WORKING ON LEARNING TO REST. sy pavip WEBBER 


ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


yy t all started out innocently enough. Linda and I had 
decided that our lives were completely out of control. 
All we seemed to do was work. It felt like work was 
slowly killing us. We were going to make some 
changes. In true Webber fashion (which either cannonballs 
into the deep end forthwith or procrastinates until the pool 
has dried up by evaporation) we cannonballed right in—or 
at least I did. From now on we were going to be Sabbath 
keepers. If it was good enough for Jesus it was good enough 
for the Webbers. 

We started one Saturday in September. We were going to 
stop, rest, do absolutely nothing and dedicate it to God. We 
made our extensive preparations: I preached a sermon on 
Sabbath the week before so that I thought I was an expert on 
Sabbath rest. Linda precooked meals. We decommissioned 


ie 
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the TV and the phone. We even sanctimoniously roped our 
grandson Jacob into doing it with us. We knew that Jacob 
would make it more difficult for us. Ten-year-olds get bored 
awfully quick with doing nothing. 

“Tam bored,” I whined. 

“It’s only nine in the morning, Grandpa,” said Jacob. 

“I know, but maybe going for a little drive into the bush 
doesn’t qualify as work,” I said. 

“Ya better ask God, Grandpa,” Jacob said. 

“Right. I'll check with Grandma,” I said. 

God was doubtful and said it was probably not going 
to work. I, however, convinced His prophet that the only 
thing I would do was steer the truck and that she could 
come along just to make sure. Then I made a case for taking 
along Adelaide, our hunting dog, who could really use some 

continued on page 49 
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Benediction Back i 


“He stilled the storm toa whisper; the waves of the sea were hushed. 
They were glad when it grew calm, and He guided them o their desired ‘haven. 
| ~~ Let them give thanks to the Lord’for His unfailing love 
~ and His wonderful deeds for humankind,” 
—Psalm 107:29-31 
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ttle things 
make a big 
difference 


That's why, at Johnson Inc., we pay attention to the details. Above 
and beyond extensive coverage, here are a few of the other ways 
we take care of subscribers to the Presbyterian Record: 


= Savings and discounts = 24/7 live customer support 
# AIR MILES® reward miles = Dedicated service representative 


Contact us today for a quote, and to learn more! 


| -800-563-0677 | www.johnson.ca/presbyterian 
Group ID code: PX 


JOHNSON 


Johnson will donate $20 to student grants at the Prebyterian Church in Canada’s theological 
colleges for each qualifying subscriber not already insured with Johnson Inc. who receives a quote, 


Home and auto insurance is available through Johnson Inc,, a licensed insurance intermediary, also operating as “Johnson Insurance” in Ontario/Atlantic Region (NB, NL, NS, ON, PE). Policies are primarily 
underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company (Unifund). Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Only home insurance is available in BC, SK and MB. An alternate plan is available in QC. Eligibility 
requirements, limitations and exclusions may apply. AIR MILES® reward miles awarded on regular home and auto insurance policies underwritten by Unifund. At the time the premium is paid, one AIR MILES reward 
mile is awarded for each $20 in premium (including taxes).AIR MILES reward miles not available in SK, MB or QC, @™ Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Inc. 
and Johnson Inc. (for Unifund).As with all advertising carried in the record, no endorsement by the magazine or the board is implied nor is there partnership with the advertiser. CAT.08.2012 
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Media Need Religion 


LET'S SHARE OUR STORIES. BY MICHAEL MUNNIK 


a proper Calvinist, I 

have always viewed my 

work as a journalist as 
a calling—I felt that a newsroom was 
“the right place” for me to be. But we 
don’t often think of religion and the 
mainstream media as natural compan- 
ions. The six years, then, which I have 
served with the board of directors for 
the Presbyterian Record—three of them 
as convener—spanned a time and 
space where the fusion of my faith and 
my journalism was most pronounced. 

Or so I imagined. But those who 
read the magazine also consume other 
media, and at coffee hour on a Sunday, 
I would more often hear about my 
latest report on CBC than my name 
on the Record’s masthead. 

Many of the stories in the 
magazine could easily land on the 
line-up for one of the radio programs 
I worked on. My producers were as 
open to stories about religion as about 
business or education, so long as they 
were interesting and had resonance 
for a wider audience. 

So the divide between communities 
of faith such as the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada and the secular, 
pluralistic mainstream press is not as 
sharp and wide as I imagined it. 

Others are catching on, too. 
For more than two years, I’ve been 
studying religion and media in the 
U.K., and it’s getting easier to find 
places to do this kind of research. But 
it wasn’t always this way. 

This summer, I took part in a 
conference in Turkey on media, religion 
and culture. This conference has been 
held every two years (the previous one 
was in Toronto in 2010), but it began 
as almost a self-defence mechanism 
for scholars. In their various university 
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departments, academics had to fight 
for their corner, justifying an area of 
study deemed irrelevant by their peers. 
They reached out across great distances 
to find people they could talk with— 
from Boulder, Colorado, to Uppsala, 
Sweden. 


Technology is changing: 
our voice can be heard 
amidst a great mix of 
media outlets discussing 
religion—CNN'Ss religion 
blog, the Huffington 
Post, the Daily Show 
with Jon Stewart, or even 
the Globe and Mail 


In the past decade, however, 
relevance and interest have grown: 
attendance at the conferences has 
swelled and we have just created 
the International Society for Media, 
Religion, and Culture (or, charmingly, 
ISMRC). It’s not hard to figure out 
why: September 11. 

My professional life as a journalist 
was contoured by the attacks of 2001: 
I was beginning my fourth year at 
Carleton University’s journalism school, 
preparing a freelance radio documentary 
on jazz festivals. Suddenly, terms such 
as “God” and “fundamentalism” were 
a going concern and questions about 
living an authentic religious life in 
public were openly discussed. 

One of my tasks during my time 
with CBC was to build contacts with 
Muslims. This was partly because Arabic 
was the third most widely spoken 


language in Ottawa, but also because 
Islam had become a big story—it made 
sense to know people in our community 
who could talk about it. That work has 
informed the research I’m doing now. 
Closing the circle, I give occasional 
workshops on Islam and the media to 
Scottish journalism students. 

My former colleagues showed 
openness, interest and a high degree of 
proactive community work. But there 
is more yet to be done. Journalists tend 
to be good at asking questions but bad 
at publishing the fact that they don’t 
know something. One of the consistent 
refrains I heard in Turkey was a thirst for 
more religiously literate journalists— 
not that they need to believe but that 
they need to understand the subject 
they’re reporting on. 

The Presbyterian Record has an 
advantage in that regard. Housed as 
we are within a religious environment, 
we have that religious literacy. Our 
audience may be smaller than that of 
the CBC, but that shouldn’t make us 
timid. Technology is changing: our 
voice can be heard amidst a great mix 
of media outlets discussing religion— 
CNN’s religion blog, the Huffington 
Post, the Daily Show with Jon Stewart, or 
even the Globe and Mail. 

A well-timed post that gets tweeted 
or shared on Facebook can quickly reach 
a massive audience and in this we have 
a bit of an edge because our religious 
literacy affords us some authority. The 
audience is there and we have stories 
they want to hear. So let’s share. 


Michael Munnik is the outgoing 
convener of the board of directors for 
the Record. He is a member of Knox, 
Ottawa, and is studying for his PhD in 
Scotland at the University of Edinburgh. 
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Letters 


Thanks from the “Wretches” 
Re Pretty Nice Grace, July/August 

I just read Kevin McCabe’s very 
funny take on hymns that have been 
“cleaned up” to protect our tender 
egos from offensive suggestions about 
sin. As one who frequently belts out 
the wrong words to a recently modi- 
fied old favourite, I enjoyed his piece 
immensely. As a wretch who finds the 
sound of God’s amazing grace in Christ 
to be deliciously sweet, I say thanks! 

SANDRA SUTHERLAND, CAMBRIDGE, ONT. 


Nicely done. “Wretched” is what 
we are Outside of Christ. A powerful 
word is needed to convey our deep 
distress. (Many Bible translations use 
it, too: Romans 7:24, Revelation 3:17.) 
Isaac Watts, as well, knew that strong 
language was called for. “Alas, and did 
my Saviour bleed ... for such a worm 
as I?” And that’s another Bible word. 
If we don’t understand the desperate 
state we’re in outside of Christ, we’ll 
never be able to fully appreciate grace. 

ROBERT COTTRILL, ONLINE 


Partners with God? 
Re The Weight of Belief, July/August 
Lately I have been in a troublesome 


write to us 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. 
EMAIL YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS 
ISSUE TO: letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


quandary over the issue of the sover- 
eignty of God. I am not having a crisis 
of faith, but rather questions about 
what I have faith in. In that spirit I 
have a question about your comment 
in your article in Theology 101 that 
we should view the divine activity as 
a kind of process in which God partici- 
pates in the human drama, not as Lord 
but as Partner. Are you suggesting a 
form of evolutionary/process theology 
as per Alfred North Whitehead? I have 
read Philippians 2:6-11 several times 
in several translations I cannot see 
where it in any way infers that Jesus 
was a “partner” with God. Maybe I am 
just not getting the point. 

However, many times in _ the 
Bible the metaphor of marriage has 
been used to describe the intimate 
relationship between God and His 
people, and Jesus and his follow- 
ers. Only in contemporary society is 
marriage referred to in secular legal- 
istic terms as a “partnership.” And if 
God is my “partner” what happens to 
the sovereignty of God?I am in > 
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agreement with your comments on 
the problems for Christians between 
the theology of glory rather than a 
theology of the cross. 

RON NICHOL, ONLINE 


Rev. Dr. Joseph McLelland responds: 
You make an excellent point about the 
idea of partnership in relation to divine 
activity. The ancient doctrine of Trinity 
spoke of the round dance (perichoresis) 
among three partners. But I’m more inter- 
ested in the role of Jesus as our human 
partner. Usually we stress his divinity so 
far that we neglect his true humanity—an 


You should 


a | ite More 


interesting heresy! I like the way process 
thinking brings theology into relation 
with modern science, modifying ideas of 
divine all-mightiness as unworthy of the 
God who reveals an Other who befriends 
and loves and saves. The various agents 
in our world include force (particularly 
the force of arms) but also the moral- 
spiritual power of persuasion. Surely God 
is “absolute” in the latter sense. 

This fact is obscured by those scrip- 
tures and hymns that teach a mighty God 
of battle and victory. Such metaphor has 
its place, but it tends to become literal, as 
if God controls every event like a supreme 


eee 


Please note our advertising 
deadlines for upcoming issues 


December 2012 issue — October 15, 2012 
January 2013 issue — by November 15, 2012 
February 2013 issue — by December 15,2012 


(Annual Camp Section) 


Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 

fax: 905-833-2116 

email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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... Well, maybe 
make your’sign 
eor,.. Sek 


Warlord. Such a “theology of glory” denies 
the “theology of the cross” that Jesus 
incarnates and exemplifies. 


The Great Commission for 
Grandparents 
Re Legacy or Lamentation, April 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus 
tells his disciples to “teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things, 
whatsoever I have commanded you” 
(Matthew 28:19-20). 

The Great Commission challenge 
Jesus gave to his disciples (and by exten- 
sion to his entire church) has three 
components: evangelism, baptism and 
discipleship. 

Thank you for sharing your vision 
and actions on reaching out to your 
community. Your garden opens up 
opportunities for chit-chat with your 
neighbourhood (evangelism), your 
garden hose showers life for growth, 
a gift of harvest and prayers of thanks 
(baptism) and the community sees 
your heart of love through your 
Christ-like giving and living (disciple- 
ship). I found your article to be an 
interesting twist on how a church 
can embrace the scope and strategy of 
Jesus’ Great Commission. 

R. J. DUECK, ONLINE 


Letters FRONT 


The Weight of Belief, July/August Issue 


Wells and Rubble 
Re Seeking Water in the Rubble, Blog post 

Thanks very much for this whole 
series, but particularly this post about 
Genesis 26. 

I have shared variants of it in several 
sermons with more to come and I am 
continuing to think not only about 
pilgrimage as cleaning out the rubble 
from the wells, but the significance of 
the names of the wells (which trans- 
lated mean “dispute,” “opposition” 
and “room”)—an argument leading 
to enmity but then to room enough 
for everyone and finally agreement. 
The pattern is significant in all sorts of 
encounters and links also with John 4. 

JOHN ROXBOROUGH, ONLINE 


On ‘Literary Life Rafts’ 
Re All the Water in the Oceans, The 
Messy Table blog 

I like the image of a literary life raft. 
Lately I’ve found myself considering 
our motives behind teaching our chil- 
dren various Bible stories. Most often 
the Bible stories taught to children are 
used—by we adults—as moral exam- 
ples or lessons of things we must or 
must not do. The lesson is often about 


ourselves. But a literary life raft serves 
a very different purpose, doesn’t it? It 
points us to God, and helps concep- 
tualize our relationship with Him or 
better yet, how He relates Himself to 
us. Not distant and austere but near 
and intimate and considering, provid- 
ing. Our Provider. 

DARLENE MCLEOD, ONLINE 


Thank you for the image of the life raft! 
For sure, it is an image of staying afloat 
a little more securely than being just a 
body floating... but it is not a boat with 
sides. It is providence providing, but 
not providing too much. 

As I sit in my messy den, comb- 
ing through sermon resources for my 
parish, I think of that raft which is the 
gospel that provokes thought, but gives 
no easy answers. We need to confront 
the gospel and wrestle with it. 

REV. SYLVIA J. BRIGHTWELL, ONLINE 


online extra 


Let the conversation continue. 
PRESBYTERIANRECORD.CA 


Evangel Hall Mission 


Urgently needed 
items for the Fall 


Please help us as we are in most 
urgent need of the following items 
fo serve our participants at ehm. 


Over the summer months, our 
canned food donations diminish 
as the need for food items and 
sundries continues to grow. 


Due to the increase in people who 
need our services, we are in urgent 
need of the following items so we 
can meet the Nemertl 


FOOD 


Canned vegetables 
Canned fruits 
Canned Baked Beans 
Kraft Dinner 
Dried Pasta 
Pasta Sauce 
Rice 
Peanut Butter 
Coffee 


PERSONAL NECESSITIES 


Shampoo and conditioner, 
disposable razors, deodorant, 
new socks and underwear, 
feminine products, lip balms, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
individual packages of tissues 


Thank you so much for your 
support. You have helped 
to bring hope into many 
people’s lives. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 


552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR-0001 
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That’s Some Team 


HAPPY 65TH PWS&D. BY ANDREW FAIZ 


few years ago I ap- 

proached Presbyterian 

World Service and 

Development with the 
idea of doing a profile of Guy Smagghe. 
I had travelled with Guy to Pakistan 
and Afghanistan in 2007. Since then 
we meet occasionally for lunch at an 
Afghani restaurant near the church’s 
national offices. He is very passionate 
about his work. In the cover story this 
month I mention the partnerships that 
PWSS&D has with national and inter- 
national organizations and also with 
many local organizations around the 
world. Guy has been responsible for ini- 
tiating and maintaining some of those. 
The only fault I can find with him is his 
abiding support of a Montreal hockey 
team. Nobody is perfect. 

But Guy dissuaded me from doing 
the profile. He is part of a team, he said. 
Nothing he does can be accomplished 
without the support of his colleagues; 
and they are also dependent on his 
support. I was carried away by our 
friendship. 

While working on the PWS&D 
article this month, I thought I might 
sneak in little profiles of the whole 
team. I’d begin with Ken Kim, director 
of the agency. 

Ken, as his last name attests, is of 
Korean descent. A strong faith has 
defined his life and career. He has 
been active in the church his whole 
life and worked in Central America 
for many years, for which he learned 
Spanish. Crossing cultures, as Ken has 
done, is a remarkable feat for any of 
us, but to manage it from one non- 
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As Ken Kim says, 
everything that 
happens at the agency 
begins with the dollars 
sent by Presbyterians. 
And those dollars 
travel around the 
planet many times 


dominant cultural group to another is 
testimony to hard work and passion. 
He has a strong faith. 

But as I was thinking about Ken, 
his predecessors came to mind. The 
most recent was Rev. Dr. Rick Fee, 
now the general secretary of the Life 
and Mission Agency. Rick spent many 
years in Africa as a missionary before 
coming to PWS&D in 1993. He has 
travelled to almost every corner of this 
planet representing the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. 


You see my dilemma. By highlight- 
ing these three men, I do disservice 
to all the others who are contributing 
to the agency currently, and all those 
who have worked there in the past. 
And, let us not forget the committee 
members, dating back years, plus all 
those conveners. These are people of 
great passion for ministry and for mis- 
sion. Plus all those who have worked 
with the agency in the field. 

Elsewhere in this issue you'll find 
a timeline of PWS&D, painstakingly 
culled from 70 years of the Acts and 
Proceedings of the General Assembly. 
While I wouldn’t claim it to be the 
complete history of the agency, it does 
give you an idea of the changes in the 
agency, of the changes in the idea of 
mission and a sense of where your 
dollar has been going for decades. 
To pull any one of those timeline 
entries out would reveal dozens if not 
hundreds of names engaged in faith. 

Where does it end? Well, it doesn’t, 
not really. And it includes you, of 
course, as a contributor. As Ken Kim 
says, everything that happens at the 
agency begins with the dollars sent 
by Presbyterians. And those dollars 
travel around the planet many times. 

Where does it begin? Well, timeline 
aside, let us treat that as a theologi- 
cal question. It begins with God, sup- 
ported by Christ, encouraged by the 
Spirit. That’s some team. Happy 65th 
birthday Presbyterian World Service 
and Development. @ 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s | 
managing editor. 


PHOTO BY PAUL JEFFREY 


Churches Oppose Cuts 
to Refugee Health Care 


CHANGES MAY PUT MORE FINANCIAL PRESSURE ON SPONSORS. BY SETH VEENSTRA 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS URGING 
the federal government to reverse cuts 
to health care coverage for refugees. 

As of June 30, supplementary health 
care benefits such as medications, pros- 
thetics and vision and dental care are 
no longer covered for non-government 
sponsored refugees. Previously, such 
care was paid for under the Interim 
Federal Health Program. 

Privately sponsored refugees and 
refugee claimants will continue to 


receive basic health care. 

Eight medical associations, the 
Toronto Board of Rabbis and the Cana- 
dian Council for Refugees also protested 
the changes to the IFHP, which are 
estimated to save the government $20 
million a year. 

In a letter to Jason Kenney, minister 
of Citizenship, Immigration and Multi- 
culturalism, Rev. Dr. Rick Fee urged the 
government to reconsider. 

As the general secretary of the Life 


and Mission Agency, Fee said he is 
concerned changes to the program will 
serve as a “disincentive” to congrega- 
tions keen to support refugees through 
the church’s sponsorship agreement. 

“Refugee sponsorship is already a 
leap of faith,” said Carolyn Vanderlip, 
who until recently was the refugee 
co-ordinator for Presbyterian World 
Service and Development. “Now it’s 
even more of a leap of faith. 

“You can plan how much the > 
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rent is going to be and how much 
groceries will be [for new refugees 
in Canada]. You can’t plan for unex- 
pected, potentially catastrophic 
medical conditions. 

“If a refugee is diagnosed with 
something and can’t access medica- 
tion, a sponsor is not going to sit by 
and watch someone become ill—or 
worse. Clearly there’s a moral obliga- 
tion there. But how do you plan? It’s 
a challenge.” 


The added pressure program cuts 
put on churches is “unfair,” argued Fee 
in a second letter to the government. 
Churches committed to sponsorships 
based on the program as it was when 
the agreements were signed, he said. 

The Anglican Diocese of Rubert’s 
Land, Man., shares Fee’s position, 
calling the recent cuts a breach of 
contract. In June, the diocese and 
Hospitality House, a refugee ministry 
in Winnipeg, filed a suit against the 


THE PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON HOSTS: 


DR. DIANA BUTLER BASS 


noted speaker, author, church historian 


; flecting on her new book Christianity After Religion” 
(“a future for an awakened church” 
S see Presbyterian Record review July/August 2012) 


. Knox Presbyterian Church ' 
23 Melville St, Dundas, Ontario 


v) 


Friday Nov. 2, 6:30 pm — 9:00 pm 
? (Realisation: 6:30 pm — 7:00 pm) 


Saturday Nov. 3, 8:30 am — 2:00 pm 


Registration (limited) $20.00, payable on arrival 
Under age 30 FREE! 
Pre-registration required, by Oct. 22 
macnabsec@cogeco.ca., 905 529-6896 


VMIALAVV 


APPLICATION DEADLINE: January 15, 2013 COST: $4000 
TO DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FORM: www.presbyterian.ca/experiencemission 


Learn how income generation activities and agriculture programs 


are transforming lives 


Discover how community health programs and mission hospitals 


are serving local communities 


Laugh and play with orphans and vulnerable children 


Share in the daily life of a Malawian by staying in the home of a 


member of a Presbyterian Church 


Grow in faith and worship in a new setting 
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federal government over the changes 
to the IFHP. The diocese is one largest 
refugee sponsors in Canada. 

“One of the assumptions under- 
lying the sponsorships is that the 
Interim Federal Health plan would be 
in place,” said Tom Denton, executive 
director of Hospitality House. 

“The government’s stance seems 
very contradictory,” said Janet Dench, 
executive director of the Canadian 
Council for Refugees. 

“On the one hand they have been 
encouraging groups to come forward 
and do sponsorship ... But at the same 
time they suddenly made this change 
which is going to make any financially 
responsible Canadian very nervous 
about signing a blank cheque in terms 
of potential costs.” 

In response to Fee’s first letter, the 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada 
office defended the “reforms” as neces- 
sary to “ensure fairness for Cana- 
dians, the majority of whom do not 
have government-funded coverage of 
the full cost of medications, assistive 
devices and the like.” 

“What we will no longer do is ask 
hard-working Canadian taxpayers to 
foot the bill for health care services ... 
that are more generous than what they 
are entitled to themselves,” said immi- 
gration spokesperson Alexis Pavlich in 
a separate statement. 

Providing supplemental health care 
benefits to refugees is not giving them 
any more what Canadians receive, 
argued Fee. 

“{They are] the same type of bene- 
fits our lowest income Canadian citi- 
zens receive through social assistance,” 
he said. 

“To look at refugees as if they’re 
taking something from us is very, very 
damaging,” said Dench. “We need 
to all be helping each other and not 
setting one group of people against 
another and particularly not Cana- 
dians against refugees, because refu- 
gees are among the most vulnerable 
people in our society.” @ 


Seth Veenstra is the Record’s staff writer. 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF KNOX COLLEGE, TORONTO 


Rev. Dr. Dorcas Gordon, principal of Knox College, Toronto, and Margaret Taylor, chair of 


Ewart College’s board from 1957-1963, unveil a plaque detailing Ewart’s history. 


Ewart'’s Principals Honoured 

ON AUGUST 22, alumnae _ represent- 
ing graduating classes from as early as 
1940 gathered on the lawn of the south 
quad at Knox College, Toronto. There, 
a bronze plaque was unveiled, detail- 
ing the college’s history and leaders. It 
includes the name of Dr. Margaret Web- 
ster, the longest standing principal, who 
served from 1958 until Ewart’s amal- 
gamation with Knox College in 1991. 
® —with files from Knox College 


Presbytery Critiques Pipelines 
ADDING THEIR VOICE to a chorus of dis- 
sent, the Presbytery of Westminster ex- 
pressed concerns about the Enbridge 
Northern Gateway Pipelines Project. 

In a June 9 letter to the federal 
government, the presbytery suggested 
there is “overwhelming evidence the 
government of Canada has already 
made up its mind about the safety of 
these projects, and is arranging things 
so that nothing stands in the way of the 


development of the oil sands and the 
approval of these pipelines.” 

The estimated $6-billion project 
would transport crude oil 1,172 kilo- 
metres in twin pipelines from northern 
Alberta to the coast of British Columbia. 

More than 100 First Nations from 
B.C., Alberta and the Northwest Territo- 
ries have signed a declaration opposing 
the pipelines, stating the project poses “a 
grave threat” to their land. Joining them 
in Opposition are the United Church of 
Canada, the Anglican Diocese of New 
Westminster and Kairos, an ecumenical 
social justice group whose membership 
includes the PCC. 

Janette McIntosh, convener of 
the presbytery’s Social Justice Action 
Committee, said the primary intent of 
the letter is not to condemn the pipe- 
lines themselves. 

“It’s the integrity of the process 
we’re concerned about,” said McIntosh. 
“Review and _ reflection has been 
shortcut.” ts —Seth Veenstra 


First Elders Commissioned 

to Administer Communion 

THE CARIBOO HOUSE church ministry 
and the Presbytery of Kamloops have 
commissioned the church’s first lay mis- 
sionaries to preside over the sacrament 
of communion. 

Two ruling elders, Bruce Wilcox and 
Ginny-Lou Alexander, were commis- 
sioned in late August under a church 
policy passed by the General Assembly 
in June. 

The assembly made it possible for 
ruling elders and diaconical ministers 
to administer the sacrament of commu- 
nion if they have been trained and 
commissioned by their presbyteries. 
Wilcox and Alexander had already 
undergone training on administering 
communion and began fulfilling their 
ministry immediately, said Rev. David 
Webber, one of three ministers in the 

Cariboo. 

The Cariboo ministry consists of 15 
house churches in the Cariboo-Chilcotin 
area of British Columbia. This change 
to church law has provided a practical 
solution to the needs of congregations, 
Webber said. “We are a congregation 
spread across 8,000 square kilometres. 
Imagine a church that’s nothing like 
your congregation: no single location, 
scattered across a wide area, 14 or 15 
house churches with three teaching 
elders. [The new policy] fills a very 
practical need.” 

The new policy limits the commis- 
sion to a specific pastoral charge and 
requires the presbytery to review it 
every two years. The Cariboo-Chil- 
cotin area is considered one pastoral 
congregation consisting of many 
house churches; Alexander and Wilcox 
will primarily be serving the 100 Mile 
House community. 

“Ginny-Lou and Bruce are excited. 
And we are excited about this as a com- 
munity,” added Webber. ™—Helen Pye 
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Widespread hunger and malnutrition is affecting 18 million people in the Sahel 
region of Africa. Entire communities have already sold off their reserves and are 
taking desperate measures to stretch the little food remaining. 


Presbyterian World Service & Development is responding to urgent needs for food 
in partnership with Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Vulnerable households are being 
provided with food distributions, emergency seed packs, tree saplings and training 
in order to improve nutrition and restore livelihoods. 


“We bless everyone who has brought us this help.” 


For Tanlimba, an elderly woman living in Niger, the food rations of maize, millet, 
beans and oil she received from a PWS&D-supported program were essential. 


“Life has completely changed—lI have never seen dryness like this year.” 


Your help is needed to continue this important work and ensure those most affected 
receive the food they urgently need. Please make a donation to PWS&D today. 


Thank you for your faithful, generous support! 


Presbyterian World Service 50 Wynford Dr., Toronto ON M3C 137 


5 1-800-619-7301, ext. 291 
& Development : 
05 had www.WeRespond.ca 


4) Yes! | want to help continue this important work! 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 
Name: 

Address: 

Email: 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D « Call today to sign up for easy monthly giving 
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WMS’s Longest Serving 
Employee Retires 

THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY Society’s 
longest serving staff member retired 
after 40 years with the organization. 

Katherine Allen joined the WMS as 
a secretary in 1972. By the end of her 
tenure she had worked in every part 
of the department. Her final post was 
administrative assistant and circulation 
manager for Glad Tidings, the society’s 
magazine. 

“I never thought I’d be here this 
long,” she said. 

“Katherine is the epitome of the 
WMsS,” said Rev. Dr. Lynda Reid, a former 
synodical educational consultant, at the 
retirement party held at national offices. 

In one of the event’s most touching 
moments, Reid attached a family heir- 
loom to the collar of Allen’s blouse. It 
was a WMS pin that belonged to Reid’s 
mother-in-law, representing a lifetime 
membership to the organization. 

“My award is to have all of you present,” 
said Allen looking out at room so full that 
guests were peeking in from the hallway. 

As co-workers and friends took turns 
publicly honouring Allen, a common 
refrain was Allen’s sense of humour. 

Allen will continue to serve the WMS 
in a volunteer capacity. She is currently 
vice-president of the East Toronto 
Presbyterial. m —SV 


PCC Sends Condolences 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH in Canada 
sent its “sincerest condolences” to the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa after 
13 missionaries from its Woman’s Guild 
were killed in an August road accident 
in Tanzania. 

A letter on behalf of Rev. Dr. John 
Vissers, moderator of the 2012 General 
Assembly, sent the church’s “sincerest 
sympathy at your unfathomable loss.” 
Its author, Rev. Dr. Rick Fee, general 
secretary of the Life and Mission 
Agency, assured the PCEA of the 
denomination’s prayers and added, “we 
join our hearts with all of yours as you 
reach out to the members of the fami- 
lies affected.” ™ —HP 
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Truth and Reconciliation news 


Weathering Storms 
and Building Bridges 


TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION CONTINUES. BY SETH VEENSTRA 


The ni ght after the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission ended a storm hit Saskatchewan. 

Hail the size of grapes battered the bay window. I turned 
off the hotel T.V. and stood behind the glass. Outside the sky 
was deep purple. Lightning brought an apocalyptic glow to 
the cityscape. Thunder ripped as I drew the curtains closed. 

When I woke the entire city had lost power. I took the 
stairs in the dark, feeling my way to the first floor. Outside 
the street was empty. I sat on a curb and waited for my ride. 

On the drive to Mistawasis, a First Nations reservation 
two hours west of Prince Albert, trees struck by lightening or 
uprooted by wind littered the shoulder. The gravel road had 
turned to mud. Trucks emptied sawdust into the muck to little 
effect; the ruts grew deeper and more treacherous the further 
we drove. 

My travel companion, Delores Werchola, is familiar with 
the route and how the roads can be after a storm. She easily 
maneuvered her Honda CR-V around cars and mud pits. 

Delores grew up in Mistawasis. She left when she was 18. 


Today she’s a retired social worker, an outreach worker for 
St. Paul’s, Prince Albert, and a part-time driving instructor in 
northern Saskatchewan. 

When we arrived at Delores’ childhood home we found 
the house dark. Still no power. Outside her brother Anthony 
Johnstone brewed coffee in a kitchen pot over a small fire. As 
I searched for dry kindling, I heard the pastor of Mistawasis 
Memorial Church greet Delores. 

Back at the fire, I found Rev. Beverly Shapansky seated in 
a lawn chair. Bev’s large, bright eyes were half open today as 
she leaned forward in her seat, resting both hands on a cane. 

She had left the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in 
Saskatoon a day early, having heard Trisha Badger, the only 
daughter of a Mistawasis elder, had died in car collision. 

“Go lie down,” said Delores. 

“T don’t know... ” 

“It’s fine. We have an extra bed. You need to rest.” 

The next time I saw Bev was at the wake. Trisha’s parents 
had asked Bev to lead all the services. She did five in > 


October 2012 Presbyterian Record ] 5 


GATEWAYS 
TO 
EMPOWERED 
MINISTRY 


Reformed Biblical Teaching 
on the Person and Work of 
the Holy Spirit 


Thirsty for God's power to 
further your ministry? 


Guelph Bible 
Conference Centre 


Nov 28, 7pm —Dec 1, 2012 
Refreshing worship 


Practical, experiential learning 
Building intimacy with God 


Plan to attend these other 
Dunamis Conferences: 


| In Uy srior ver 
ower cf Prayer 


14 October 2012 Presbyterian Record 


addition to the funeral. 

Bev sat beside the open casket. An 
elder stood above Trisha’s body, gently 
waving a burning braid of sweetgrass. 

“Friends we are here to honour the 
memory of Trisha Badger,” said Bev. 

I stood half in the kitchen, half 
in the living room. Behind me indus- 
trial-sized percolators hummed and 
popped. More than a dozen mosquito 
traps hung from the ceiling. Chairs 
lined the walls, zig-zagging through 
doors and hallways. Children chased 
each other through the maze and up 
and down the basement stairs while 
rooms continued to fill up with new 
guests. Soon duo-tangs with hymn 
lyrics were passed around. 

Family members would suggest 
song titles. Then the reservation’s 
Baptist minister would begin playing 
his guitar. Some hymns were sung in 
English, others in Cree. 

Between songs a friend or family 
member would stand and share a 
memory of Trisha or retell their own 
story of grief. Many told of loved 
ones who died suddenly, in violent or 
unnatural circumstances. 

A few weeks later Bev got a call from 
Trisha’s mom. She wanted to talk. 

“She told me about her brother, 
about his experiences in residential 
school,” said Bev. “She was able to 
talk to me about things she couldn’t 
before.” 

Her trust moved Bev. Since relocating 
to Mistawasis from St. Paul’s, Prince Albert 
in 2008, Bev often felt like an outsider. 
People were polite. They welcomed her 
into their homes. But being a non-aborig- 
inal pastor on a First Nations reserve 
carries a certain baggage. 

“Tt will take time before they fully 
accept me. I just have to make myself 
available.” 

On the drive back to Prince Albert, 
Delores told me she, too, feels like 
an outsider on the reservation. Even 
though she grew up in Mistawasis, she 
told me she could never move back. 

“T've never been fully accepted 
there. People look at me different.” 

“Why?” 


©) news Truth and Reconciliation 


“T look too white.” 

Still, she remains a bridge to Mista- 
wasis. Though an employee of St. 
Paul’s, she continues to attend Mista- 
wasis Memorial Church. As an outreach 
worker for the church she works with all 
the students at Riverside Community 
School; yet she makes sure to connect 
with the 10 Mistawasis families who 
have children enrolled there. Funded 
by Justice Ministries, her position is 
explictly about building connections 
between Prince Albert and the First 
Nations community in Mistawasis. 

A week earlier, at a lunch for resi- 
dential school survivors, Delores led 
a sharing circle in the basement of St. 
Andrew’s, Saskatoon. 

Cradling a small piece of cedar brush 
an elder gave her for strength, Delores 
was one of the first survivors to speak 
during the sharing circle. 

“I often think about the victimiza- 
tion I suffered, not just at the residential 
school, but from my own people,” said 
Delores, gently running her fingertips 
over the edges of the brush. 

“The peers I grew up with used to 
make fun of me all the time. I was an 
overweight child and I stuttered. But not 
only that, my skin colouring was not the 
same as theirs. And they made fun of me 
for that. 

“When I went to the public school in 
town I thought, ‘maybe this is a place for 
me.’ Instead, my Caucasian classmates 
made fun of me for being an Indian.” 

As Delores interacted with coworkers 
and students at Riverside it was hard to 
see the girl she remembers. The Delores 
who guided me through the halls is tall, 
confident and gregarious. Her laugh 
came easily; she teased me as though 
we’d known each other for years. 

On the second floor we stopped at 
Shayanne’s locker. She was slouched 
beside it with a garbage bag, three quar- 
ters full. It was the last day of school. 

“Are you taking all that home?” 
Delores asked. Shayanne shrugged. The 
door of her locker was half open: she’d 
probably need another bag and a half. 

“Why don’t I drop that off later 
tonight?” Delores suggested. 


Truth and Reconciliation news 


‘We haven't come full circle. There’s still 
very little trust; there’s still hurt. People 
need to see you out there building those 
relationships. They can’t just read about it’ 


Shayanne gave her a sideways look 
through black bangs, then smiled shyly. 

I was handed the bag as Shayanne 
darted off down the hall. 

Downstairs are a nutrition kitchen 
and a community room where parents 
and caregivers can drop in. They can 
pick up food packages and used clothes, 
learn cooking skills, or just spend time 
with each other and the school’s staff. 

“A lot of people don’t trust the 
schools because their past with them 
isn’t good,” said Mona Markwart, the 
principal of Riverside. “Delores is the 
bridge to the ones who have lost trust 
LTS. 

“There’s a direct relationship 
between education and healing and 
reconciliation. Particularly in this city,” 
said Rev. Dr. Sandy Scott, minister at St. 
Paul’s. 

“Twenty-five percent of the popu- 
lation here is under the age of 18. 
Upwards of 40 percent of the popula- 
tion is under the age of 30. And a huge 
percentage of this [youth] population is 
First Nations or Metis.” 

When Sandy speaks, his soft voice 
can’t disguise the passion and confi- 
dence he has in the work his church 
is doing. This is a man who regularly 
runs triathlons, who serves as a military 
chaplain and received decorations from 
the Governor General for his service in 
Afghanistan. 

“Schools have the capacity to 
deliver cultural programs. As a church it 
only makes sense that we ally ourselves 
with the schools ... We’re not a social 
service agency. We are equipped to be 
a church. We are equipped to help our 
allies.” 

In an increasingly secular society like 
Canada, this kind of partnership seems 
like an anomaly. I have yet to encounter 


another public school with an office 
set aside for the Presbyterian outreach 
worker. When I pointed this out to 
Sandy, he chuckled, then explained. 

“Schools are allowing us to support 
the work they are doing because we’ve 
opened up new possibilities.” 

Like camp. Now Riverside and 
Westview Community Schools have 
the resources to send students to 
summer camp, an experience most 
have never had. This past summer St. 
Paul’s raised enough money to send 
130 children to Camp Christopher, a 
Presbyterian camp an hour north of 
Prince Albert. Sandy said much of the 
financial support came from people 
who had no affiliation with St. Paul’s 
but recognized the importance of its 
work with children and youth. 

“These programs help build trust 
between First Nations and non-aborig- 
inal people,” said Delores. “But we 
haven’t come full circle. There’s still 
very little trust; there’s still hurt. People 
need to see you out there building 
those relationships. They can’t just 
read about it.” 

“I have been amazed ... by the 
courage of my aboriginal sisters and 
brothers who have shared their painful 
histories,” preached Rev. Amanda 
Currie, pastor of St. Andrew’s, following 
the TRC event. 

“True reconciliation will require 
us all to follow their lead, to heed the 
call to open our hearts as well, to share 
some of their vulnerability, to share 
some of their pain and their courage... 
and together, to discover that God 
is indeed with us. And it is by God’s 
power and God’s love that the storm 
will one day be stilled.” @ 


Seth Veenstra is the Record’s staff writer. 
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Palestine: Then and Now 


was June 6, 1973. I was 

travelling to the Occupied 

West Bank—Palestine. 

It was during the anniversary of the 

Six-Day War of 1967. I was the only 

white person on the flight. And I was 

with a Palestinian—my fiance, Adnan, 

a Muslim student I had met at the 
University of Toronto. 

We arrived in Tel Aviv at 5 a.m. 
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RETURNING TO THE HOLY LAND AFTER 38 YEARS. BY JENNIFER WHITFIELD 


Girls wearing traditional Palestinian clothes mark Nakba Day in Bethlehem. 


When the plane landed, two police 
officers came striding down the aisle 
and stopped at our seats. They took 
Our passports and escorted us off 
the plane. | was taken down to one 
end of the tarmac and Adnan to the 
other. I was strip-searched with three 
automatic rifles pointed at me. 

Welcome to Israel. 

This was the first of many visits. 


In October 2010, when I signed up 
to go on a church-led mission study 
tour to Israel-Palestine, I was excited 
to read about the places we would 
visit. | had been to every one of them 
when I lived there in the ‘70s! 

My arrival in Tel Aviv on May 9, 2011 
was less traumatic than the first time! 

What changes did I see? The women 
were well dressed with beautifully 
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tailored long coats; they wore their 
hijabs with dignity and style; their eyes 
sparkled and there were ready smiles 
on their lips. Whenever possible, | 
spoke with them. in Arabic and every 
time I was greeted warmly and with 
eye contact. This would never have 
been the case 30 years ago when no 
woman, including me, was allowed 
out alone and would have been drably 
dressed with her hijab pulled down 
over most of her face. She would never 


There is hope 
and it is showing. 
There is communication. 
There is dialogue 
and there is, at times, 
harmony 


have spoken with a stranger, let alone 
made eye contact. 

There was a peaceful demon- 
stration by youth to mark Nakba 
Day (May 15, a day to remember 
the displacement of Palestinians 
following Israel’s Declaration of Inde- 
pendence in 1948). Women were 
among the demonstrators—another 
change. Today woman are partici- 
pating in and discussing politics. 

A lot is happening in Palestine and 
Israel and much of it is good. There are 
programs for religious leaders, women 
and young adults being organised 
by the Interreligious Coordinating 
Council in Israel. They are building 
peace through education and action. 

The Ecumenical Accompaniment 
Programme in Palestine and Israel uses 
non-violent action and advocacy to try 
and bring a just peace to the Holy Land. 
Then there’s B’Tselem, an Israeli human 
rights organization that acts primarily 
to change Israeli policy in the Occupied 


The Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. 


Territories, to ensure that its government 
protects the human rights of residents 
and complies with its obligations under 
international law. Sabeel, an ecumenical 
liberation theology movement among 
Palestinian Christians, strives to 
develop a spirituality based on justice, 
peace, non-violence and reconciliation 
for the different national and faith 
communities. 

There is hope and it is showing. 
There is communication. There is 
dialogue and there is, at times, harmony. 

This experience has been life- 
changing for me. During our time 
in Jerusalem, we walked the roads 
that Jesus walked in the Old City. 
We entered through the Lion Gate, 
into the Muslim Quarter, visited the 
Wailing Wall in the Jewish Quarter, 
continued along the Via Dolorosa to 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. To 
walk in these ancient streets where so 
many have lived for thousands of years 
was awesome! One constant memory 
from living in Nablus was the markets 
of the Old City—the noise, the smells, 
the colours—and I was overjoyed to 
experience that whole engagement of 
the senses again. 

I walked in Manger Square to the 
Nativity Church in Bethlehem. I went 
to Tiberius, stopped at the head of the 


Letter from ...News 


River Jordan, and then went on to the 
Sea of Galilee. Our group danced and 
sang on a boat in the rain under the 
Golan Heights. > 
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In the ‘70s, I lived and travelled with 
Palestinian Muslims. We were never 
allowed to visit much of this area. There 
were and still are places where Palestin- 
ians are not allowed to be. Palestin- 
ians carry permits; they are stopped 
numerous times going through check- 
points in their own cities; they have their 
bags checked during this humiliating 
experience. This is much worse now 
than it was then. 

Having seen many of the tourist 
attractions, which are mostly ancient, 
religious, and far more numerous than 
when I lived there, I understood how 
privileged I was during this visit with 
Christians. I realised how much the 
Palestinians are not allowed to see. This 
is, in part, due to the rise of the sepa- 
ration wall being built by the Israelis. 
We made a visit to this monstrosity and 
we wept. It brought us to silence. Pales- 
tinian families have lost their homes 
and their olive trees. They are no longer 
able to visit with family if they live on 
the other side of the wall. It is a terrible 
sight. We prayed. This wall was never 
imagined all those years ago. 

What will be the final outcome? 
Will a just peace ever be put in place 
in Palestine and Israel? Will the Chris- 
tians in the world take time to go and 
see for themselves what is happening 
there? Will the plea for help, written 
in the Kairos Palestine Document, be 
heard? Let’s hope and pray that this . 
will be so. The Christian Palestinians I 
met were serene, calm and certain that 
God will prevail, allowing Christians, 
Muslims and Jews to live together. | 
sensed strength in men and women 
willing to persevere, dialogue and 
work with the young people to make 
a difference. This would not have been 
the case back in the ‘70s. The anger of 
the earlier years no longer crackles in 
the air. There is hope. However, there 
is also weariness of war and this has to 
change. It will change very slowly but 
it will happen. Of this I am sure. = 


Jennifer Whitfield is an elder at St. 
Andrew’s, St. John’s, Nfld., and president 
of the Atlantic Mission Society. 
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OUR FEATURE ON 
LIVING FAITH 

Living Faith is a declaration 
of faith of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. 

You can download it for 
free at presbyterian.ca, We 
suggest you seek out and 
read the passage being 
discussed each month. 


ADDITIONAL READING: 
How Does Jesus Save? 
(September 2009) and The 
Words We Leave Out (June 
2011). 


These articles can be found 
at presbyterianrecord.ca. 


LIVING FAITH CHAPTER 2.5 (SIN SEPARATES US FROM GOD) 


“Sin ts real.” 


This statement was a family script with which I grew up. It 
framed my reading of the terrible ways humans treat each 
other and creation. It shaped my perspective on poverty 
and war, oil spills and nuclear testing, homelessness and 
violence. It named my own temptations to turn away from 
those in need, to ignore their pain, to retaliate, to seek my 
own acclaim and to gossip. “Sin is real.” 


Vigan 


Living in Sin 


ARE WE ALL‘BORN SINNERS’? BY PAMELA MCCARROLL 


What is sin? 


The doctrine of sin seeks to respond to the question 
“What's wrong?” We look around the world and easily see 
that things are not as they should be. God’s rule of love is 
not self-evident. Suffering and pain, violence and injustice 
are pervasive. Something has gone terribly wrong with how 
God made the world to be. That multi-dimensional “some- 
thing” is called “evil,” and sin is what makes it happen. » 
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Relationships out 
of whack 


Living Faith, like most helpful 
reflections on sin, emphasizes that sin 
is a relational term, pointing to ways 
relationships are out of whack from 
the law of love for which we are made. 
Listen to the relational terms that 
Living Faith uses to describe the effects 
of sin: Sin separates us; sin is not caring 
as we should; sin is rebellion; sin does 
not reflect love; sin alienates us; sin is 
indifference; it is untruthfulness; greed; 
lust; laziness; gluttony; envy; selfish 
anger ... All these ways of describing 
sin’s effects demonstrate the ways love 
is not being lived out by humans in 
their relationships with other humans, 
in creation, and with God. 

Jesus’ summary of God’s law illus- 
trates the love-filled intention for our 
lives. “You shall love the Lord God 
with your heart, mind and soul, and 
your neighbour as yourself” (Luke 
10:27). Love is what we are made for as 
creatures, dependent and inter-depen- 
dent. Love is the rule that is broken 
when we sin. Further, when our rela- 
tionship with God is out of whack, 
when we ignore God and seek to be 
our own god, it is borne out in all our 
other relationships. Something other 
than love begins to feed our ways of 
relating to others. Indeed, there are 
many relationships in which we say 
we love another person, but when that 
love is continually undermined by 
fear, jealously, envy, laziness, indiffer- 
ence, force, pride, etc., the relationship 
can become permanently disfigured. 


Original sin or not? 


When Living Faith says “Sin is a 
power present in every human life, 
even at birth,” it is referencing, albeit 
in a nuanced way, the doctrine of 
original sin articulated by Augustine 
of Hippo and emphasized throughout 
Western Christendom. With great 
reason many contemporary people 
react against the idea of original sin 
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and any suggestion that children are 
“born sinners.” How can infants be 
born sinners when they cannot choose 
to act with purpose or intention? 
What is most insidious about such 
popularized notions of original sin is 
that it suggests that humans are inher- 
ently and biologically evil. It suggests 
that sin is the deepest truth about 
who we are as human beings (some- 
thing Augustine and Calvin never 
intended even with their emphasis 
on human corruption). Such _ belief 
must be rejected for it undermines 
Christian faith in the goodness of God 
who created us in love and made us in 
God’s image. Indeed, our belovedness 
as God’s own creatures is the deeper 
truth that sin distorts. In stating it 
like it does, Living Faith sets the record 
straight. It says sin is not the essence of 
who we are as humans, but it is a force 
with which we must all contend and 
a situation into which we are all born. 


All people fall short 


In clearly stating that all people 
fall short (or miss the mark) of God’s 
standard, neither Living Faith nor the 
history of this doctrine seek to beat 
people up for not being or doing what 
they should be or do—as if such judg- 
ment is an end in itself. Rather, in 
stating it like it does, Living Faith high- 
lights the fact that no one is better 
than any other in God’s eyes. We are 
all challenged to resist the temptation 
to point the finger elsewhere, to throw 
the first stone, to pick out the sliver in 
someone else’s eye before removing 
the plank in our own. We are all in 
the same boat. We all fall short and we 
are called to humility and compassion 
toward others, not self-righteousness, 
judgment and condemnation. 


Life matters 


Sin points to the fact that how we 
relate with each other matters. All our 
action and inaction has consequences, 


on both the small scale and large 
scale—consequences that often far 
outlive the earthly existence of perpe- 
trators and victims. Life shows us that 
cycles of injustice, violence and hatred 
feed more cycles of injustice, violence 
and hatred. This is true on the small 
scale of family and neighbourhood 
relationships as well as on the large 
scale of nations and peoples. 

In a recent study of inmates in U.S. 
federal prisons a question was asked: 
“Did you experience love from a parent 
or parental figure in your childhood?” 
Out of hundreds of respondents, only 
10 answered positively. Cycles of sin, 
of loveless relationships, feed more 
cycles of sin and lovelessness. 

This is the way things are when 
we look at the world. It is no easy task 
to delineate the insidious ways sin 
moves in human life. As Christians, 
however, we affirm that cycles of 
sin are not inevitable. In Jesus, God 
has revealed the power of love and 
forgiveness that can unhinge and 
reorient cycles of sin, that can bring 
new life out of patterns of destruc- 
tion and violence, that can draw us 
forth to healing and wholeness and 
to the deeper truth of love for which 
we are made. The faithful response 
to sin is confession and repentance: 
turning away from what is not love 
and turning to love; turning away 
from what is not God and turning 
to God. 

“Sin is real.” Yes, and we must 
contend with its terrible reality in 
our lives and in our world on a daily 
basis. It wreaks havoc and we are all 
implicated. There is no escaping it. 
But greater than sin is the One who, 
in the face of the most devastating 
effects of sin, calls us from the cross 
to embrace love’s possibility and the 
resurrection’s promise. 


Rev. Dr. Pamela McCarroll is assistant 
professor of pastoral theology and 
director of theological field education at 
Knox College, Toronto. 
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Having Someone to Thank 


... IS NOT AS EASY AS WE THINK! By LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


After seeing the burial of someone she 


Sek aiics Sunday loved, Dorothy Ducas wrote a poem 
called Atheist’s Wail: 
Matthew 6:25-33 Even so, I have dared to profess unbelief 
once again. 


But with mild west wind sweeping 
across wooded hills, 

With the springlike earth’s odour so 
sweet and so dank, 

With the hand of my loved one 
entwined in my own, 

How awful it is to have no one to thank! 
Today, or tomorrow, when we bow 


our heads and say our nervous thanks 
over the turkey and squash, will we 
know for sure just who it is we’re 
thanking, and why? Thanksgiving 
kindles within us a general sense of 
gratitude. For what? To whom? Are we 
so numb to the givenness of life itself 
that we have to scramble to find reasons 
for gratitude? 

Dorothy Ducas wrote, “how awful it 
is to have no one to thank!” How awful 
it is to have Someone to thank and to 
have forgotten why! > 
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Our thankfulness is often focused on material 
things—money to spend, food to eat, clothes 
to wear out or go out of style. An atheist would 
remind us we don’t need a God to thank for 

~ so many of the things we're grateful for 


Our thankfulness is often focused 
on material things—money to spend, 
food to eat, clothes to wear out or go 
out of style. An atheist would remind 
us we don’t need a God to thank for 
so many of the things we’re grateful 
for. Better to thank our governments, 
our employers, or our parents, for 
raising us in the richest part of the 
world. If we thank God for any of 
these things, we suggest people who 
don’t enjoy them are beyond God’s 
generosity. This business of thanks- 
giving isn’t as simple as we think! 

We heard this morning from 
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus’ 
summing-up of how his disciples 
must live in this world. It seems his 
closest friends were struggling to 
emulate Jesus’ absolute trust in God. 
He was able to live on prayer and 
pocket change. They couldn’t forget 
what they had lost and they knew 
what they lacked. 

Two words are key here: “Look” 
and “consider.” Meaning “focus” 
and “look and learn,” with a singular 
vision. The verb tenses command an 
ongoing response. Look! And keep 
on looking! Look right through the 
turkey on the table, the money in the 
bank, the clothes on our backs and 
the roofs over our heads. 

There’s a vision God gives, and we 
can only get it when we stop taking 
inventory. 

We look at our lives, and at the 
world around us, and we see what we 
have. We are thankful. If we don’t 
look further, we start to see what we 
don’t have. We start to worry we'll 
ever have enough. We don’t know 
what enough looks like, so we keep 


worrying. Jesus said, “Seek first God’s 
kingdom and God’s righteousness, 
and all these things will be yours as 
well.” (6:33) 

With corrected vision, we look at 
the world around us and see God’s 
kingdom—what must and can be. 
With corrected vision, we look at our 
own lives and see who we really are 
and whose we are. 

We give thanks for a life to live 
and a vision to live up to. Then we 
discover—surprise!—that we have 
everything we need and more than 
enough to share. 

This gratitude doesn’t drop off the 
dinner table and shatter on the floor. 
It doesn’t fly out the door when the 
turkey bones go to the green cart. It 
doesn’t get folded up and put away 
with the Thanksgiving tablecloth. 
Grace gives birth to gratitude. Grati- 
tude grows into action. 

How awful it would be to have 
no one to thank. How much more 
awful to have Someone to thank and 
to give thanks for the wrong things! 
How wonderful to know who it is we 
thank! The giver of life, who cares for 
us all. Give thanks that we can trust 
this God! 

Many of us will observe World- 
wide Communion on this Sunday in 
the secular Thanksgiving Weekend. 
May our communion be a true Eucha- 
rist, a real Thanksgiving for life, and 
life with God through Jesus Christ. 

This column marks five full years 
of Progressive Lectionary! Thank you 
for sharing the journey thus far. @ 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches at 
the Atlantic School of Theology. 
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Renewal Isn’t Eas 


LOOK FOR GOD'S PASSION IN YOUR LIFE. BY FRED STEWART 


at a blessing it is to be positioned in life 

and in this denomination of ours to focus on 

renewal. 1am not the only Canadian Presby- 

terian who is emphasizing renewal these days, 

but as the full-time leader of the Renewal Fellowship within 

the Presbyterian Church, I get to fill my days praying for, 
imagining, working towards and trusting God for renewal. 

What do I mean by renewal? There is so much that we 
could talk about if we were sitting over a coffee with some 
meaningful one-on-one time. (I am grateful for all those 
opportunities I have enjoyed so far.) 

In an attempt at brevity, I’ll look at our passion as a 
dimension of renewal. We know it is desperately needed 
when our passion for important areas has waned and is 
perhaps even on life support. 

As Christ’s followers and aspiring disciples we need 
passion for God’s word and God’s Son. For us to have 
communities of Christ that are alive and well, we need to 


renew our passion for the things of God. When passion is 
missing, I believe we lose our primary reason to be people 
and communities after the heart of God. 

Jesus taught us about God’s heart for lost people. He 
continued to teach, in the tradition of the law and the 
prophets, God’s heart for the hurt, the suffering, the 
marginalized, and for justice for all people. When lost 
people or suffering people are not part of our passion in a 
significant measure, renewal is called for. 

We should be able to find the marks of Christian passion 
in our people and our congregations in various areas of 
our discipleship. Are we passionate about evangelism and 
lost people? How about worship that includes a passion 
for stewardship? Are we intentionally impacting our 
communities and world in mission? Are we reflecting the 
love of God in our relationships? Are we known by our 
love for God, each other, our communities and even our 
enemies and those we fear and mistrust? > 
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This is our ministry in Canada 


3 theological colleges, 1 4 new churches planted 
15 ministries renewed and sustained, 3.5 grants 
supporting specialized ministries — inner city, 


native, refugee and chaplaincy 


Together, we are making mission 
and ministry happen 


Four easy ways to give: 

¢ Donate through your local congregation 

¢ Give online at www.presbyterian.ca/donate/sharing/ 

° Call to sign up for monthly giving or donate by credit card 

¢ Send in the following coupon with a cheque payable to The PCC 


i ae le ee ee ee ee 
Enclosed is my donation to Presbyterians Sharing of: $ 
Name: 


Address: 


Email/Phone: 


Presbyterians Sharing 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON M3C 1J7, 1-800-619-7301 
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Jesus identified the issue of unity 
in John 17. His prayer displays the 
central place unity should take in our 
relationships in congregations and 
between other faith communities. 
If we are passionate about him, his 
word and his church, we will be 
passionate about unity. 

As I look for evidence of God’s 
passion in my life and witness, I 
become aware of the need for renewal. 
You can make your own evaluation 
of your life, your congregation and 
your denomination. I don’t doubt 
that many of you will find a need 
for renewal, if not a deep longing 
for it. The big question isn’t whether 
we need it, but rather how do we 
accomplish it? 

The answer is: we cannot do it. 
Renewal is God’s activity. We are the 
objects of renewal, not the causes of 
it. This is sometimes a hard concept 
for me to get right. I want to make 
it happen. Not just in my life and 
not just in the congregations I visit, 
but in the whole enchilada. If I can’t 
make it happen, then what should I 
do to bring renewal? What can I call 
all of you to do? 

The first priority is prayer. It isn’t 
necessary to talk God into the need 
for renewal. I believe our prayer is 
more to give Him permission to do 
the heart surgery necessary so that 
renewal can come. That means we 
need to prayerfully listen. Listen to 
His Word. Listen to His Spirit. Listen 
to others whom God is calling to 
bring messages of renewal. 

Renewal isn’t easy. It isn’t 
comfortable. It isn’t intuitive. But it 
is life. Life that comes from living 
waters. Not just life eternal but life 
abundant. 

Thy kingdom come. Renew us we 


pray. @ 


Rev. Fred Stewart is executive director 
of the Renewal Fellowship within the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
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Recipes and Memories 


SHARING OUR PAST BY SHARING OUR FOOD. BY DONNA JEAN MACKINNON 


For me the introduction to “neeps and tatties” 
and “cock-a-leekie soup” occurred over 50 years 
ago at my first Burns supper. 

Potato salad and sliced ham always evoke 
memories of long-ago Sunday school picnics in 
a Milton park, which featured orange Freshie, 
donkey rides and three-legged races. 

I also recall a herring dinner at a church in 
Cape Breton in the days when the only access to 
Gabarus was by sea or a muddy, rutted road. I think 
fondly of blueberry grunt (you eat until you grunt), 


‘a Cape Breton specialty, made by my grandmother. 


It involved sweet dumplings and a sauce made from 
wild blueberries picked around Louisburg. 

Later, in my teens, church teas in Ontario always 
included chop suey loaf and what we called church- 
basement sandwiches: peanut butter and banana 
pinwheels, coloured cream cheese triangles, asparagus 
rolls. These party sandwiches were made according to 
the instructions in Kate Aitken’s Canadian Cookbook. 
During the 1930s and into the 1960s, Aitken was the 
Martha Stewart of Canada. 

To this day, teas and bake sales in church 
basements make me salivate. Always, my mother’s > 
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date squares and fudge were huge bake 
sale hits. Dorothy MacKinnon’s fudge 
is still regarded, by one and all, as 
the finest ever made. Dorothy (then 
Cann) started producing her fudge in 
the 1930s in a big draughty house on 
Whitney Pier, outside of Sydney. It was 
made from Depression ingredients: 
margarine, skim milk and sugar. If 
made with brown sugar, the result was 
a velvety confection with a molasses- 
maple flavour. If Mom added cocoa, 
the batch turned out to be chocolate. 
I’ve seen sophisticated friends and 
relatives who are familiar with the 
finest Belgium chocolate truffles stuff 
purses and pockets with her chocolate 
fudge. It had a melt-in-the mouth 
texture Godiva and Teuscher would 
kill to obtain. Over the years, Mom 
sold hundreds of pounds of fudge at 
church sales, latterly, at Wychwood, 
Toronto. Mom is no longer with us, 
but her fudge remains legendary. 

For over 50 years, my sister has 
tried to duplicate this fudge. She 
comes very close maybe once in five 
tries. Interestingly, the only person 
who has more-or-less mastered the 
secret of Mom’s fudge is my niece’s 


husband, Daniel, an ethics professor 
with Jewish South African roots and, 
obviously, a deft hand and an innate 
sense of confectionary timing. 

CAPE BRETONCHOCOLATEFUDGE 
1 cup white sugar 

1 cup brown sugar 

2/3 cup milk 

1 tbsp margarine 

Enough cocoa to make it chocolately 
1 tsp vanilla 


COMBINE SUGAR AND COCOA together 
in a saucepan. Add all the other 
ingredients. Melt over medium-high 
heat, stirring constantly, until bubbles 
appear. Turn down the heat a tad and 
let it boil away. When the liquid level 
has dropped a bit, start testing with a 
silver spoon dipped in ice-cold water. 
Keep testing until the fudge forms a 
soft ball at the tip of the spoon and 
does not fall off. Take the pot off the 
heat and try not to move it more than 
necessary. Allow it to cool until you 
can put your hand on the bottom of 
the pot. Add vanilla and beat like crazy 
with a wooden spoon or hand beater 
until thick. Pour into an 8”x 8” cake 
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Join us for the 


CHARLES H. MACDONALD 
MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP 


Church in the Wilderness: 


Signs of Life 


Saturday, November 10, 2012 
9:00 AM to 2:30 PM 


Free - Registration required 
Lunch is available for an additional cost 


For more information and to register, 
visit www.knox.utoronto.ca or call 
416.978.2787. 


KNOX COLLEGE 


FAITH MATTERS. 


pan to set. Cut into squares when 
almost set. Good luck! 


f APE BRETON 1 BLUEBERRY GRUNT 
1 quart blueberries 
Y cup white sugar (or to taste) 
¥2 cup water 
2 cups flour 
1 tsp salt 
4 tsp baking powder 
1 tbsp butter 
1 tbsp shortening 
milk 


BOIL BERRIES, WATER AND SUGAR in 
a large covered saucepan until there 
is plenty of juice. Sift together: flour, 
salt, baking powder and 1 tsp sugar. 
Cut in the butter and shortening. Add 
enough milk to make a soft biscuit 
dough. Drop, by tablespoons, into the 
hot blueberry sauce. Cover tightly. 
Cook for 15 minutes without peeking. 
Serve the dumplings with the sauce. 
Optional: top with cream. 


PRAY, EAT AND SHARE 

After his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
served loaves and fishes. On the night 
of his betrayal, Jesus broke bread. 

Food. Meals. Eating. Where people 
meet. At the heart of community. 

Most of us have special memories 
of Sunday school picnics, Burns 
suppers, church socials and, above 
all, the home-baking served at teas 
and church-basement bazaars. These 
continue to be a part of the fabric 
that is woven into belonging to a 
Presbyterian congregation. 

Starting this month there is an 
interactive blog online where we invite 
you to share your church-related food 
stories and recipes. You'll find it at 
presbyterianrecord.ca. 

This is a contest of sorts, if you 
want, because the more stories and 
recipes we share, the more we all win. 
Bon appétit! @ 


Donna Jean MacKinnon is a freelance 
writer in Toronto. You can find more of her 
recipes at presbyterianrecord.ca. 


Confrontin 
Secularism 


DO WE HAVE ANYTHING TO SAY? 
BY JAMES THOMSON 


A SECULAR AGE, 
by Charles Taylor 
Harvard University Press 


Charles Taylor is undoubtedly one of Canada’s 


outstanding philosophers and a committed Christian. He 
recognizes not only the growth of secularism in our society 
but its underlying historical and philosophical roots in 
Western culture. In 2007, he won the Templeton Prize. His 
book, A Secular Age, is an attempt to confront what it means 
to maintain a faith in God while living in a secular age. 
From September 2010 through June 2011 I, together with 
nine others, met once a month at Lakehead University in 
Orillia, Ont., to study and discuss Charles Taylor’s rather 
monumental study. 

Taylor’s task is put by him at the beginning of his book: 
“The change I want to define and trace is one which takes 
us from a society in which it was virtually impossible not to 
believe in God, to one in which faith, even for the staunchest 
believer, is one human possibility among others ... Belief in 
God is no longer axiomatic. There are alternatives ... There 
will be many who feel bound to give it up, even though 
they mourn its loss ... There will be many others to whom 
faith never even seems an eligible possibility.” Taylor then 
painstakingly takes the reader from what it meant to live 
in a pre-modern society, which he defines as an enchanted 
age, to our modern age which began somewhere around the 
16th century. 

Ourmodernagebegan with the early scientific discoveries 
of people like Galileo and Newton and philosophers like 
Descartes who began to seriously question our knowledge 
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of the world we lived in. A whole change in culture that 
increasingly challenged the status quo raised questions 
that would not have been even remotely possible in that 
pre-modern, enchanted world. Taylor examines what it 
meant to live in that enchanted world of Western Europe 
with its high dependence for meaning on the Christian 
church. He then takes the reader through page after page 
of discoveries made by philosophers, mathematicians, 
scientists, writers and artists whose work challenged what 
it meant to believe in God. 

For some of the people he discusses, the idea of God 
moved through reconstructions that seriously challenged 
accepted doctrines and positions held by the church. The 
church itself went through the upheavals and travails of 
the Protestant Reformation which in itself challenged 
previously held foundations of the faith. Deists, who found 
evidence of God in nature, moved profoundly away from 
the concept of a revealed God that can be fully known only 
through the church and its doctrines concerning the > 
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Are the arguments of secularists cogent enough to turn all of us away from any 
understanding of God that has any similarity to the Christian religion? 
These are questions that are of paramount importance 
for the church and for people of faith 


person of Jesus. Philosophical probing 
in the field of epistemology, the study 
of how we know anything, questioned 
for some whether it was even possible 
to actually know anything about an 
entity called “God.” All of this then 
called into question what it meant to 
be moral or ethical. 

Philosophers like Friedrich Nietzsche 
claimed that God was dead and that 
we were the ones who had killed him. 
This left a huge gap for humans in 
how one was to confront life. Since for 
Nietzsche life and reality were chaotic, 
not ordered, what was one to do in fac- 
ing such a life? He, along with other 
deniers of God like Marx and Freud, 
maintained that religion was a force 
that crushed the will to live; it was an 
opiate of the people that held them 
down; a grand delusion that kept them 
from facing reality. How were people 


of faith to deal with all of this? 
Taylor’s march through the ages— 
from the 16th century in Western 
European and North American culture 
and society—examines at great length 
all of the philosophical, theological 
and artistic progress that tried to 
define reality in relation to God and 
faith, and tries to understand the rise 
in secularity that has accompanied 
those efforts. Is adopting a secular 
outlook an inevitable outcome for 
humans living in a modern world? 
Are the arguments of secularists 
cogent enough to turn all of us away 
from any understanding of God that 
has any similarity to the Christian 
religion? These are questions that 
are of paramount importance for the 
church and for people of faith. Are we 
dealing with them seriously? Instead 
are we panicking at the sight of 


CANADA 


Nicaragua Fair Trade Tour 
February 4-13, 2013 


cost: $2500 


Learn how Fair Trade impacts 
communities 


e See how coffee is processed 


and Presbyterians Sharing is 
helping improve peoples’ lives 


¢ Grow your faith and experience 
worship in a new setting 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY: 


APPLICATION DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 1, 2012 


e Discover how the work of PWS&D 


DESIGNED FOR MINISTERS AND LAY LEADERSHIP OF ALL AGES. 


For more information: 
Matt Foxall 

Mission Trip Coordinator 
mfoxall@presbyterian.ca 
1-800-619-7301 X259 


churches being closed, pews becoming 
vacant? Instead of examining our 
culture and society seriously, are we 
arguing about the kind of hymns 
we should be singing and making 
changes in liturgy as though that 
would motivate people to come back 
to church? If that is all we are doing 
then we are merely rearranging deck 
chairs on the Titanic as it sinks. 

Is it possible to be Christian in a 
world of nuclear physics? Does the 
Christian gospel have anything to say 
to those who are convinced that this 
“God business” is the force behind 
all of the horrendous wars that our 
culture has endured for centuries and 
centuries? 

If we have no answers for questions 
like these, we are in serious trouble. 
We have to learn to comprehend the 
reasons why much of our world has 
become secularist and confront those 
reasons with cogent responses that 
make sense to people. 

Charles Taylor has tried to do just 
that and he has tried to do it from 
the stance of a committed Christian. 
Seven hundred and seventy-five pages 
are crammed with an_ inspection 
of Western society’s passage from a 
pre-l6th century enchanted world 
to today in terms of how we know 
about the world we live in and how 
important a life of faith is within it. 

This is the kind of book more 
Christians need to be reading if we are 
ever going to enable more people to 
recognize in the Christian faith a viable 
alternative to life in a secular world. @ 


Rev. Dr. James A. Thomson is minister 
emeritus of Knox, Bracebridge, Ont., 
and a former lecturer at Knox College, 
Toronto. 


Ekwendeni Hospital, Malawi Haiti, 2010 
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INVESTMENTS IN THE FUTURE. By ANDREW Faiz 
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are the privileged. 
The poorest or sickest person amongst those reading this 
is doing better than, let’s say, the people of the Sahel. 
That biogeographic band runs below the Sahara and 
above the savannas, across the broadest part of Africa, 
from ocean to ocean. It has been struck with famine 
for the past two years, with temperatures in some parts 
reaching nearly 50 C. Crops can’t mature and die in the 
heat, soil erodes causing desertification, which leads to 
dehydration. Animals die and people die—first the most 
vulnerable. 

There is drought, malnutrition and food shortages; 
nearly 18 million people are affected. People who are not 
lucky enough to be born in Canada. 

If you close your eyes for a moment you can see the 
faces of starving children, the desperate mothers, the 
skeletal bodies and pained eyes. You can see devastated 
landscapes, can feel the unrelenting heat. You can see, 
feel, almost taste and touch all this because you have 
seen these images before, not necessarily from the Sahel, 
but from other parts of Africa and the rest of the world. 
You have seen these images for decades; the place names 
change, that’s all. 


Presbyterian World Service and Development is in 
the Sahel. Not physically—there is no office there, or 
workers—yet the aid and development arm of the Pres- 


‘To Hear and Respond’ 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF INTERNATIONAL AID. 
BY CONNIE WARDLE 


The organization known today as Presbyterian World 
Service and Development has a rich history. Its past is full 
of interesting characters, difficult situations, disasters— 
both natural and human-made—and a lot of love and 
devotion. Here are only a few of the highlights from 

65 years of international aid. 
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byterian Church in Canada is there, along with many 
other organizations, providing relief. 

PWSSD is also in Malawi to the south of the Sahel, and 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan and India; also in Tanzania, 
Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Guatemala, Nicaragua, El 
Salvador, Haiti and other countries. 

In some of these places PWS&D is the lead organiza- 
tion running a project, in others it works in partnership, 
in others yet it contributes financially only. Through 
its networks this modest organization within this small 
denomination can be anywhere globally, often within 
hours of a natural disaster. It is a remarkable story. 


Twelve days into 2010, a 7.0 magnitude earthquake 
shook the vulnerable Haiti near the capital Port-au- 
Prince. Three million people were affected, 316,000 
killed, another 300,000 injured; 315,000 homes were 
destroyed leaving a million people homeless. 

PWSS&D had a presence on the ground in Haiti within 
days through its partners, assessing the damage and 
working on responses. Canadian Presbyterians provided 
$1.6 million towards relief, which paid for potable water, 
food and other immediate needs. 

Over subsequent months, PWS&D and its partners 
assisted 600,000 people; they distributed 39,300. hygiene 
kits, 8,600 blankets, eight million water purification tablets 
and a quarter of a million oral rehydration salts. Forty 
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schools were planned and 60 were built. 

Nearly three years later, PWS&D has not left Haiti. 

A year ago Rev. Derek Macleod of Glenview, Toronto, 
visited on behalf of the agency. In his January report he 
wrote: “Efforts were made by many, including PWS&D, 
to join with those struggling to rebuild and recover. 
Empty fields once covered in tents are now filled with 
local children playing football as many homes had been 
repaired and rebuilt. There were many vendors on the 
roadside selling produce and commercial goods—signs of 


IN THE WAKE OF WORLD WAR Il, the 73rd General Assembly 
asks “that our people be called upon to hear and respond to the 
cry of British and other European peoples in their desperate need 
for food, clothing and practical help; and that in the spirit of David 
who would not offer to the Lord that which cost him nothing 

(2 Samuel 24:24), we who are so richly blessed in this Dominion 
endeavour to make some real sacrifice for our brethren’s sakes; 
and that in each congregation some organization be set up, or 
some existing organization utilized, for the collection and 


Rev. Rick Fee (front left) with church members in Nigeria during the 1970s 


a society functioning again. 

“When I asked one family if I could take their photo 
with them standing in front of their new home, the 
owner said, ‘Oh please do. My old home was so modest. 
This is a palace!’ Such gratitude and appreciation is as 
humbling as it is inspiring.” 

Those Presbyterian dollars have gone a long way. 

“We can respond almost anywhere in the world 
through two primary bodies,” says Ken Kim, executive 
director of PWS&D. “One is the ACT Alliance, which » 


transmission through the proper government agencies, of such 
gifts as our people may make for European relief.” 

The Board of Evangelism and Social Action—a committee 
concerned with spreading the gospel and upholding Christian 
morality—creates a subcommittee to help direct donations 
through the World Council of Churches. During its first five 
months, the committee ships 57 tons of clothes to Great Britain, 
the British Zone of Germany, France, Greece and Japan; $4,200 is 
provided to buy food in Bavaria, Holland and Great Britain. >» 
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But while relief is important (to be on the ground 
immediately providing aid) and dramatic (to find a baby 
under the rubble) It is often the smallest part of the job 


is based out of Geneva. Churches recognize that as part 
of our mission, we are called to serve the world in times 
of need and to respond to human need. So we’ve set up 
this network. ... Churches which do not have either an 
office or personnel [in the area where relief and devel- 
opment is needed] can partner with local offices. So, if 
the partners are linked in to our networks, then ... we’re 
almost in immediate contact with them.” 

The second major partner is the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank, a group of churches working together to provide food 
aid by combining their purchasing power. “At the bank, 15 
members each have an account,” says Kim “It’s like a co-op 
... and so it’s Presbyterian equity that’s required to initiate a 
project. And then that can be matched. 

“T would like to emphasize ... that it’s because of the 
generosity of Presbyterians,” says Kim. “Because if we 
don’t start with that Presbyterian dollar, we can’t get the 
other dollars. So that’s an essential piece.” 

The same goes for government money. “When people 
make a donation to PWS&D,” says Guy Smagghe, senior 
program co-ordinator, “we enter negotiations with the 
Canadian International Development Agency to see if 
we can get multi-year programming. When we secure 
a program of that nature then we have to put in one 
quarter of the funds and CIDA puts up three quarters. 
We have a three-to-one match that happens in that 
context. That’s, we feel, very good value and it allows us 


RELIEF EFFORTS EXPAND 
TO INCLUDE ASIA. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AGREES one appeal 
for “World Church 
Relief” should be made 
each year. This usually 
happens before Easter. 


to program at a level which is way, way higher than we 
could do on our own.” 

That initial dollar multiplies and multiplies. It’s a 
loaves and fishes story. 


Immediate and long-term responses 
The challenge for any agency like PWS&D is that dona- 
tions tend to follow disasters. The immediate takes 
precedence over the long term. 

This is much discussed amongst non-governmental 
agencies like PWS&D. It is the subject of many papers 
and conferences. In the end, it should not be surprising. 
A natural disaster evokes our own sense of vulnerability. 
We are all just a bad day away from a hurricane, a storm, 
an earthquake. But we can’t sustain that emotion; it’s too 
powerful and much too numbing. 

But while relief is important (to be on the ground imme- 
diately providing aid) and dramatic (to find a baby under 
the rubble) it is often the smallest part of the job. 

In the spring of 2007, I travelled with Guy Smagghe to 
northern Pakistan and to Afghanistan. (See the October 
2007 issue.) Pakistan had been hit by an earthquake in 
October 2005 and Afghanistan had experienced a series 
of traumas—from wars to famines—over the previous 
three decades. 

Given the particular circumstances in those two > 


THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES and 
Canadian Council of Churches urge their 
member denominations to emphasize 
“Refugee Year” and “recognize by our 
contributions how much more fortunate 
we are than the harassed parents of fami- 
lies flooding into India from Thibet [Tibet] 
or than the pathetic children living on the 
sidewalks of Hong Kong.” > 
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Poverty — 


that’s the challenge. 

Behind it are many symotoms 
INcluding access to water, 
education and nutrition 


countries—the corruption, the unreliable governments, 
the lack of infrastructure, plus the remoteness of the 
locations—relief was not possible. In both countries 
PWS&D has been involved with—and led—fascinating 
development programs designed to encourage education 
and empowerment. 

In Afghanistan, for example, I followed a school- 
teacher around for a day, over the dusty paths around 
Bamiyan. She was seeking students, particularly girls, by 
knocking on doors. The effects of her efforts may not be 
seen in Afghanistan for years, perhaps decades. 

PWS&D is involved in similar programs across the 
country and my heart was lifted when, in January, I read 
in its newsletter the story of Jamila, a teen who has been 
giving school updates to the all-male community council. 
For a woman, let alone a girl, to get an education, and then 
further to give reports to the shura, is a remarkable develop- 
ment in a rural tradition-bound environment. 

“Part of the process is dialogue with the local leaders 
so that they’re on board with programs and so that 
there’s greater community ownership,” says Ken Kim. 

“They will protect it from other elements that could 
destroy, like the rebels, or other antagonistic elements,” 
adds Guy Smagghe. “The elders are completely behind the 


THE RELIEF ABROAD COMMITTEE 
changes its name to the Committee 
on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service. 

Its convener, Rev. Eoin Mackay, 
suggests $100,000—or 60 cents a 
year from each member—should 
be the goal for 1962. “I’m not 
talking about generosity,” he writes 
in his report to assembly. “Five 


budget.” 


than the year before. 
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cents a month isn’t a matter of 

generosity. | can’t imagine a Pres- 
byterian ... having the gall to give 
less or to say it would diminish his 
support of the General Assembly’s 


By the end of the year, 
churches and individuals have 
contributed $25,000—$3,000 less 


project, so they won’t let these other people come in. And 
the community, they’ll protect their own assets.” 

Economic programs in both countries have also had 
dramatic effects. Livestock are loaned to mostly women, 
who are taught to care for, milk, shear and breed the 
animals. After a year or two, the original loan of a goat, 
for example, is returned to the pool and loaned to others. 
Given the tight circle of poverty into which many widowed 
mothers exist, a single goat can provide enough milk and 
money to survive and get ahead financially. It’s a simple 
idea, doesn’t cost a lot, and makes a huge difference. 

Similar programs, led by PWS&D, can be found in other 
countries—Malawi (which this year represents nearly a 
third of all programming; Afghanistan is another third), 
Tanzania, India, Guatemala and Nicaragua. This focus 
allows the agency to maximize its efforts, doing what it 
does best in some of the neediest areas of the world. 

In a program analysis report prepared earlier this year 
the agency states: “Most countries of the world define 
poverty by income. Yet poor people themselves define 
their poverty much more broadly, to include lack of access 
to education, health, housing, empowerment, employ- 
ment, personal security and more. No one indicator, such 
as income, is uniquely able to capture the multiple aspects 
that contribute to poverty.” 

Poverty—that’s the challenge. Behind it are many 
symptoms including access to water, education and 
nutrition. There are reams of documents listing contrib- 
uting factors and theorizing on solutions. But the 
general consensus is that giving women control of their 
own bodies and livelihoods and providing education 
for all will break the cycle. It might take decades, but 
goats and schools will make a difference. 

And it will take decades; change is slow and faith is 
required. For example, in 2005 Afghanistan had the highest 
maternal mortality rate in the world at 1,800 deaths per 


THE CHURCH RALLIES 

to support India as food 
shortages threaten to 
become a famine. An 
appeal for $85,000 results 
in $131,000 for India and 
$171,000 in total donations. 


Flooding in Pakistan, 2011 


100,000 live births. Through the efforts of the interna- 
tional community, that rate dropped to around S00 five 
years later, according to the World Health Organization. 
Dramatic, certainly, but compared to Canada’s rate of 7.8 
(in 2008) there is still a lot of work to be done. 

So in Afghanistan, the agency’s programs target the 
things that indicate poverty—economic development, 
food security, education and hygiene. Focus is put on girls 


1968 “WAS THE MOST OUTSTANDING 
year in the history of our church's 
participation” in international aid, the 
committee reports. Over $213,000 
is raised and $176,000 goes to relief 
efforts in Nigeria-Biafra, a region 
embroiled in civil war. 

Those relief efforts include the 
formation of “Canairelief, the first 


and women. There’s also agricultural training, providing 
seeds and irrigation. 

“T think we can take pride in being focused in the 
poorest of the world,” Smagghe says, “and that’s where 
most of the money that we program in development 
goes. We have long-term partnerships and we try to 
generate sustainable change ... At the community level, 
we experience dramatic transformation.” > 


public-sponsored aircraft operation in 
Canada’s history. 

“Our Canadian Super-Constellation 
plane was added to the Jointchurchaid 
fleet and because of its large capacity 
and the skill and daring of its crew has 
achieved the highest record of tonnage 
transported,” the committee bragged in 
its report. >» 
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Nicaragua in the wake of Hurricane Mitch, 1999 


The best way to invest your relief and development 
dollar is to give it to Presbyterian World Service and 
Development. And as you do, think about what portion 
of that dollar you want to give to relief and what to 
development. There will be another horrific earthquake 
someplace and another devastating storm. Millions will 
be affected, thousands will die. Your heart will be stirred 
by their suffering and you will open your wallet. 

But... shortly after the Haiti earthquake there was 
an aerial photograph of Hispaniola, the island Haiti 
shares with the Dominican Republic. The western side 
of the island was bare and flattened; the eastern side was 
verdant. The photograph told an interesting story: While 
Haiti has suffered for decades an endless series of political 
traumas, the D.R. has been relatively stable and has grown 


“ALTHOUGH EMERGENCY FEEDING 

AND HOUSING ARE IMPORTANT, 

more and more we see the need and 

the benefit of development aid, helping 

people in underdeveloped areas to help 

themselves,” the committee writes. 
“Certainly at the time | was on the Inter- 

Church Aid committee, there was very little 
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in the way of development work,” remem- 
bers Marjorie Ross, a committee member 
from 1971 to 1977 and the second director 
of Presbyterian World Service and Devel- 
opment. “It was channeling responses 
from Canadian Presbyterian congregations 
and some individuals to appeals from the 
World Council of Churches, usually for 


prosperous. When the earth 
shook, it was the country 
with poor infrastructure that 
suffered the most. One could 
argue that the after-effects of 
the earthquake were actually 
human-made. 

And so it is true else- 
where, in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, in the Sahel 
as well. Corruption, dicta- 
torships, wars, power strug- 
gles, and yes, in part, also 
imperialism, both political and economic, are the real 
contributing factors behind what insurance policies call 
“acts of God.” The 1989 earthquake that shook the San 
Francisco Bay area was slightly stronger than the one in 
Haiti. It killed 63 people and left about 10,000 people 
homeless. 

It is not the earthquake, then, but the infrastruc- 
ture, that causes the real damage. And that is where 
our denomination’s relief and development agency is 
focused. On steady solutions to deep and wide prob- 
lems. And it has been doing that, in different ways, for 
65 years. & 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s managing editor. 
(Additional reporting by Jesse Hair.) 


victims of natural disasters. The focus was 
always on what would now be considered 
relief as opposed to development. Now of 
course values of money have changed a lot 
since the ‘70s, but | remember that $70,000 
was not a bad sum for the committee to 
collect in a year, so it was a pretty small 
operation.” > 


COVER STORY [im 


THE PRESBYTERIAN, ANGLICAN, LUTHERAN, ROMAN CATHOLIC THE FIVE CANADIAN DENOMINATIONS chip 
AND UNITED CHURCHES create a working body called the Inter- in to create the Inter-Church Fund for Interna- 
Church Consultative Committee on Development and Relief. A tional Development, which is expected to receive 
subcommittee is set up to help co-ordinate disaster responses. They “substantial funding by CIDA, with a minimum 
also work together on educational programs. of detail required in application procedures.” 

The Presbyterian committee helps develop two projects that The PCC also receives matching funds from the 
receive matching grants from the Canadian International Develop- governments of Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
ment Agency. The first is a series of “special development projects in 
Malawi, Indonesia, the Philippines and North Africa.” For the second, The committee hires its first paid staff person: a 
the Presbyterian Church kicks in $26,000—and the United Church adds part-time secretary. 


$9,000—to build a permanent hospital in West Bengal, India, where 
refugees from Pakistan and the local population are overwhelming a 


field hospital. 


CIDA INCREASES ITS MATCHING grant ratio to 
3:1 for most development projects. 


The PCC, through its donations to the WCC’s 
Programme to Combat Racism, becomes 
involved in controversy when the WCC program 
gives an $85,000 grant to the Patriotic Front of 
Zimbabwe. The Inter-Church Aid committee 
supports a critical review. 


“THAT SEEMED TO ME to bea time 
when there was a growing sense of 
organization, a growing profession- 
alism within the agency,” says Tom 
Rodger, PWS&D committee member 
from 1980-1986. “At that point we were 
moving from being a purely voluntary 
agency where volunteers did all the 
work. We were really trying to discover 
or to develop policies regarding 
personnel, policies having to do with 
our relationship with CIDA, policies 
having to do the kind of development 
and relief and refugee and what-have- 
you projects that we were funding.” 


THE COMMITTEE’S NAME is changed to Presbyterian World Service 
and Development. 

“| had worked for several years trying to get the name changed 
because it had nothing to indicate the Presbyterian Church,” says Ron 
McGraw, who convened the Inter-Church Aid committee from 1975- 
1980. “The other groups all had something that identified them denomi- 
nationally in all their names. They had Lutheran World Service, Canadian 
Catholic Organization for Peace and Development... We were the only 
ones with nothing to say to people, This is our church doing this.” 


“WHERE THINGS REALLY 
CHANGED WAS IN 1984,” says 
Jean Davidson, a PWS&D staffer 
who later became its first director. 
“There was a famine in Ethiopia. It 
was on the nightly news and right 
in people’s living rooms. The money 
was just rolling in; we had to get 
some staff in to help address that. 
And that picked up the momentum 
of people saying, ‘How can we make 
sure that this doesn’t happen again? 
What kind of programs could be put 
in place so that you don't have to 
keep addressing famines?” > 
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IN ORDER TO HOUSE 
ITS FIVE STAFF people 


By in the church’s national 
office in Toronto, the 


committee pays for 
renovations to “an area 
not previously used for 
office space to make an 
efficient and attractive 


7+ environment.” A sixth 


staff person works in 


+ Edmonton. 


JEAN DAVIDSON IS HIRED AS 
PWS&D’S first director. Also for the 
first time, more than a million dollars 
is expended on projects overseas. 

“Sometimes it was just getting 
the word out that was the real chal- 
lenge,” Davidson says. “Sometimes 
we got emergency requests and 
you'd have to laboriously send out 
1,200 letters requesting help. If it was 
an emergency, well, the letters took 
till the next week to get there and 
then the cheques had to come back. 
It was a slower process.” 


PWS&D BECOMES A PART OF THE NEWLY 
formed Life and Mission Agency within the PCC. 
Rev. Dr. Rick Fee is appointed director. 

“At the General Assembly of ‘92, several 
commissioners brought forward a challenge that 
PWS&D should join the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank,” says Fee. “Joining opened the door to 
greater involvement with other agencies that were active in emergency 
relief. ... |got very involved with the Canadian Foodgrains Bank and within 
about four months found myself in the middle of Somalia, in the middle of 
a war. Since that time I've felt that 1992-1993 was the beginning of the new 
wave of international disasters and the human community's response.” 


UNDESIGNATED 
DONATIONS TO PWS&D 
exceed a million dollars. 


A new group combining 
12 social justice coalitions 
holds its inaugural 
meeting in Toronto. In 
2001, it is named Kairos: 
Canadian Ecumenical 
Justice Initiatives. 
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CIDA APPROVES 
LONG-TERM PROGRAM 


funding for PWS&D. Previ- 


ously, the church agency 
received funding ona 
project-by-project basis. 


PWS&D no longer seeks 
funds from the Alberta 
government because its 


foundation is now, in turn, 


funded by lotteries. 


ry 1995 


PWS&DISA 
FOUNDING 
MEMBER of Action 
by Churches 
Together, an agency 
to co-ordinate relief 
efforts worldwide. 


“| WAS ON THE COMMITTEE WHEN [THE GUJARAT] EARTHQUAKE 
HIT,” says Rev. Dr. Andrew Johnston, convener of the PWS&D committee 
from 2002-2006. “It was January 26th—the Republic Day of India. Every- 
body was celebrating the independence of India, and there was this 
massive earthquake in a remote area. Twenty thousand people were 
killed in the matter of two minutes. Four hundred thousand homes were 
destroyed. It was just colossal. 

“The amazing thing was that within hours the Church of North India 
had supplies there—long before any global organizations had even raised 
money, much less got it to India, much less purchased supplies.” 


JEAN DAVIDSON 
RESIGNS. Dr. Richard 
Allen is appointed 
acting director until a 
replacement is found. 


arjorie Ross 


MARJORIE ROSS 
iS APPOINTED 
interim executive 
director as the 
national offices 
prepare for 
restructuring. 


PWS&D 
BECOMES 
CFGB’S LEAD 
AGENCY fora 
project that ships 
3,350 metric tons 
of food a year to 
North Korea. 


North Kor 


“THE [LIFE AND MISSION] AGENCY 
IS AWARE that Presbyterian World 
Service and Development is 

where the mission of the Presby- 
terian Church in Canada has been 
expanding most rapidly,” the LMA 
says in its report. 


PWS&D joins the Ecumenical Advo- 
cacy Alliance, which tackles issues 
of global trade and HIV/AIDS. 


THE INTER-CHURCH 
FUND FOR INTERNA- 
TIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
amalgamates with a CCC 
committee to become 
the Inter-Church Action 
coalition. 


COVER STORY [i 


AT THE URGING OF CIDA, 
PWS&D restricts 80 per cent of 
its funding to three geographic 
areas: eastern and southern 
Africa, Central America and India/ 
Pakistan. “The intent is to move 
away from being an agency 
which makes funds available to 
projects [and] towards being 

a program agency which is 
working with its overseas part- 
ners to achieve specific goals,” 
the committee reports. 


HURRICANE MITCH 
STRIKES CENTRAL 
AMERICA. Presbyterians 
send $630,000 to the 
appeal by the end of 

the year. 


PWS&D becomes the 
administrating body for 
refugee sponsorships 
undertaken by PCC 
congregations. 


REV. DR. RICK FEE IS ELECTED MODERATOR of the 130th General Assembly. 
The assembly launches the Toward a World Without AIDS campaign, which 
aims to raise $500,000 over and above givings to PWS&D and Presbyterians 
Sharing (the church's main mission and ministry fund). 

“It really was a major departure, a major new initiative for PWS&D,” says 
Johnston. “It put this as a challenge to the national church: HIV/AIDS is a 
pandemic. Initially in North America it was seen very much as a gay thing and 
even a judgment thing. It began with a very negative connotation and we felt 
we had to do something public that would hold this up as a pandemic—not 
of a particular people or place, but as a challenge for us to respond to with 


compassion and strength.” >» 
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AN APPEAL FOLLOWING A TSUNAMI in the Indian Ocean on 
Dec. 26, 2004, raises more relief funds than any previous emer- 
gency appeal. By March, over $1.2 million has been contributed 
to PWS&D. The Presbyterian, United, Methodist and Anglican 
groups create a coalition to prepare a $6-million proposal for 


government funds. 


“It was like the phone was ringing off the hook,” says Guy 
Smagghe, senior program co-ordinator at PWS&D. “We were 
working late nights to make all this programming happen. 

“| remember contacting all the partners to see if they had 
been affected and offering whatever assistance we could at the 
time. That became very important after because our partners 
knew we were there for them.’ 


IN A PARTNERSHIP THAT BEGAN 

with joint responses to the tsunami, 10 
churches—all of them members of CFGB— 
create Canadian Churches in Action to work 
together on non-food related relief. 


The Toward a World Without AIDS 
campaign wraps up in November; it raised 


$1.58 million. 
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A DEVASTATING EARTHQUAKE 
STRIKES HAITI. 

Presbyterians rally to contribute 
$1.6 million for Haiti and $4.1 
million in total donations. 


Support is also sent to Pakistan in 
the wake of disastrous flooding, to 
Taiwan after Typhoon Morakot and 
to other nations struck with earth- 
quakes and tropical storms. 


Ken Kim 


KEN KIM BECOMES 
DIRECTOR. 

PWS&D’s annual grant 
from CIDA increases from 
$398,000 to $458,000 
per year and a five-year 
agreement replaces 
previous three-year 
agreements. 


PWS&D CELEBRATES ITS 

65TH ANNIVERSARY. 

“| believe that the compassionate and bold 
ministry of PWS&D will remain strong,” says 
Director Ken Kim. “You can see in our history how 
we've developed, learning, improving and meeting 
the challenges to the best of our ability. We will 
continue to do so as long as our church exists and 
wants PWS&D to carry out its mandate.” & 


Connie Wardle is the Record’ senior staff writer. 
Additional files provided by Jesse Hair. 
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It Matters to Me 


CHRIST IN TRUTH, HEALING AND RECONCILIATION. BY JOHN VISSERS 


I met Jesus in Saskatoon. 

I was there in June as part of our 
church’s delegation to a national gath- 
ering of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. I’ve been following the 
work of the TRC since it began. I’ve 
been encouraged by the ministries of 
indigenous peoples in our church and 
recently I’ve been involved in stimu- 
lating conversations about the gospel 
and culture with First Nations theo- 
logians. But nothing prepared me for 
the experience of sitting through the 
testimony of survivors of residential 
schools. I winced and I wept. It moved 
our church’s 1994 apology from my 
head to my heart. I heard Christ’s call 
to our church in Canada in a new way. 
I saw Jesus at work in the lives of so 
many I| met. 


I met Jesus in truth. 

For many years survivors of Indian 
Residential Schools have had to keep 
the pain of their experiences in resi- 
dential schools a secret. Family mem- 
bers, in many cases, knew little or 
nothing about what had happened 
to their parents or grandparents. We 
dare not shrink from the profound 
truths that are being spoken by indig- 
enous peoples. We follow a Lord and 
Saviour who is the truth John 14:6) 
and whose truth has the power to set 
us all free. 

I met Jesus in healing. 

Time and time again in Saskatoon 
we heard survivors speak about the 
damage done to children, parents 
and families by the Indian Residential 
School system. But we also heard 
about hope and healing as indige- 


What a privilege 
to embrace and be 
embraced by those 

who shared their 

stories. Reconciliation 
is rooted in deep 

listening and respect 
for one another 


nous people spoke about coming to a 
place of peace in their own lives and 
about restored relationships in fami- 
lies and communities. At the General 
Assembly in June, Mark MacDonald, 
National Indigenous Bishop of 
the Anglican Church of Canada, 
reminded us that the Living Word of 
God in Jesus Christ has been at work 
in creation and history among indig- 
enous peoples. He reminded us that 
Jesus has the power to heal the hurt 


From the Moderator sack fi 


and the harm that has been inflicted 
on indigenous peoples. Jesus Christ, 
he reminded us, is our destiny, aborig- 
inal and non-aboriginal alike. 


I met Jesus in reconciliation. 

During the TRC, St. Andrew’s, 
Saskatoon, hosted a luncheon for sur- 
vivors of Presbyterian-run residential 
schools. What a privilege to embrace 
and be embraced by those who shared 
their stories. Reconciliation is rooted 
in deep listening and respect for 
one another. As followers of Jesus 
we believe that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself 
(2 Corinthians 5:19). 

I also met many First Nations sis- 
ters and brothers in Christ who are 
teaching us what it means to follow 
Jesus ,passionately while embracing 
aboriginal culture and _ teachings. 
They are helping us understand the 
difference between Christ and cul- 
ture. Their challenge can help us 
become more authentically what the 
gospel of Jesus calls us to be. 

My prayer is that our work with the 
TRC will move our church’s apology 
not just from our heads to our hearts, 
but also to our hands. | believe we are 
called to listen and learn, and to live 
into a new relationship with Canada’s 
indigenous peoples. It matters to me. 
And the renewal of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada may just depend 
upon it. 

In Christ, 

John Vissers @ 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is principal of 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
jvissers@presbyterian.ca 
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People 


To make People & Places submissions, email: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca 


Chalmers, Hamilton, Ont. 

Four members received the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
Medal for their community contributions. Here they are on the day 
of the award ceremony: (clockwise from top left) Peter Corbett, Liz 
LaForme, Mel LaForme and Bob MacDonald. 


St. Andrew’s, King City, Ont. 


Lal . ss 
Rev. Chris and Miriam Carter prepare to 
cut the cake at a“Fare Thee Well” reception 
the church threw for the pastor and his 


re Gt 4 : family. In attendance was the mayor of 

: the Township of King, who presented Rev. 
Carter with a commemorative certificate. 
After 13 years of service in King City, Rev. 
Carter has answered a call to St. Andrew’s, 
Parry Sound, Ont. 


St. Mark’s, Moose Jaw, Sask. 


Eileen Sheveck (seated) is the first to ride St. 
Mark's new chairlift. The church wanted to make 
their building as accessible to seniors as possible. 
Now everyone can visit the fellowship hall 
downstairs for potluck suppers and after church 
tea. Pictured (left to right) are Joyce Cameron, 
Lois McMillin, Sheveck and Rev. Barry Holtslander. 


Mee 
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People & Places BACK 


St. Andrew's, Ottawa 


After 40 years as the bass-baritone soloist, David Brearley is retiring. He 
will, however, continue to sing as a volunteer member of the choir. During 
a morning service in July his church presented him with a certificate 

of accomplishment. Here the director of music, Thomas Annand, hands 
David the certificate which includes the verse,”Sing ye praises with 
understanding” (Psalm 47:7). 


coon Tl 
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St. Andrew’s, Priceville, Ont. 

Grant Sayers first played the piano at a St. Andrew's 
service in 1942. Seventy years later he continues to 
provide musical accompaniment for the congregation. 
At their spring musical in June, the church recognized 
Grant for his dedication. Here’s Grant seated by the 
Technics SX-G7 organ he selected 40 years ago. 

Beside him are Rev. Dave Nicholson and Ruth Graham, 
organist at Cooke's, Markdale, Ont. 


St. Giles, St. Catharines, Ont. 


Rev. Cherie Inksetter does her part to polish 

off a 24-foot banana split. The dessert was the 
culmination of a“Month of Sundaes” in July. Why? 
“To celebrate summer,” said Cherie. And why not? 


ON OUR WEBSITE: 

A special reunion at General 
Assembly; Knox, Listowel, Ont., 
throws an “Over 90s Birthday Party.” 


October 2012 Presbyterian Record 43 


WH sack Market Place 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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DSR HARCOURTS LTD. classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 se Pas and Mees pre 
ne Professi isals. t: 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com ares Gasaseent Pinion ie LO. 


Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 
Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


EDWARDS 


ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN _GLASS COMPANY LTD. — 


IN STAINED GLASS ¢ custom designed memorial windows 
(905) 669-4244 e traditional - contemporary 


UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET e releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 127 e custom woodworking 


CROWNEX oo. enquiries invited 


Robemakers and Tailors 
Custom tailored clergy robes, 
Choir gowns, vestments, academic robes 


1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel: 416-503-1288 www.crownex.com 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


' 471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED @Awardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 www.edwardsglass.net 


THE 
ARTHRITIS 


yd Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


Does your new employee read the 


Presbyterian Record? 


Find out! 


Place your employment ad in our next issue and find the perfect candidate fast. 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 
or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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Ministry Opportunities Back 


Ministry Opportunities 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 

EASTERN ONTARIO 

Montreal, Cote des Neiges; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Dan Shute, Presbyterian 
College, 3495 University St., Montreal, QC 
H3A 1A8; dshute@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Montreal, The Church of St. Andrew and St. 
Paul; Associate Minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 University 
St., Montreal, QC H3A 2A8;514-288- 

5256 extension 202; pastoralstudies@ 
presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Richmond, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Full-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Kelly Graham, 
5533 Dickinson St., Manotick, ON K4M 1A6; 
613-692-4228; revkgraham@gmail.com. 

Winchester, Ont., St. Paul’s; Chesterville, 

St. Andrew's; Morewood; Full-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO Box 
131, Maxville, ON KOC 1T0; 613-538-2582; 
jim_olga@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Markham, Markham Chinese; Full-time 
associate minister for English-speaking 
ministry; Interim Moderator Rev.Sam 
Priestley, 19 Elm Lea St., Markham,ON L3P 


3M8; 905-294-1633; sam.priestley@bell.net. 


Mississauga, Dixie; Minister Full-time, Interim 
Moderator Rev. Reid Chudley, 83 Trafalgar 
Rd., PO Box 16, Hillsburgh, ON NOB 1Z0; 
519-855-6216; r.chudley@bellnet.ca. 

Nottawa, Emmanuel; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 
206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 
705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oro, Trinity Community; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Jim Sitler, 1003 Cherish Creek Lane, 
RR 3, Bracebridge, ON P1L 1X1; 705-645- 
5650; cherishcreek@sympatico.ca. 

Pickering, Amberlea; Co-Interim Moderator 


Rev. Jeremy Bellsmith, c/o Burns 
Presbyterian Church, 765 Myrtle Rd., 
Ashburn, ON LOB 1A0; 
jeremy@burnschurch.org. 

Scarborough, Melville; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dennis Cook, c/o St. Timothy’s 
Presbyterian Church, 97 Burcher Rd., Ajax, 
ON L1S 2R3; 905-683-6122; 
dencook@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Bayfield, Knox; Part-time; Interim Moderator 
Rev. John Henderson, PO Box 824, 

Exeter, ON NOM 186; 519-235-2608; 
henderson.johncharles@gmail.com. 

Brantford, Alexandra; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Chris Little;64 Blandford St., 
PO Box 99, Innerkip,ON NOJ 1MO; 
519-469-3904; clittle@execulink.com. 

Brussels, Melville; Part-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Don McCallum, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 220 Livingstone Ave. 
N., Listowel, ON N4W 1P9; 519-291-4690; 
donpmccallum@wightman.ca. 

Burlington, Knox; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Robert Docherty, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 461 Elizabeth St., 
Burlington, ON L7R 4B1; 905-333-3013; 
revbob.docherty@gmail.com. 

Dresden, St. Andrew's and Rutherford; Full- 
time minister for two-point charge; current 
video of you preaching/leading a worship 
would be an asset; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Douglas Cameron, 251 Duncan St., 
Wallaceburg, ON N8A 5G5; 519-397-9132; 
pastordoug-im@thosecamerons.com. 

IIderton, Bethel; Part-time; Carl Crossett, 
Convener of Search Committee, 14846 
Fifteen Mile Rd., RR 2, Denfield, ON NOM 
1P0; 519-225-2733; ccrossett@quadro.net. 

Jarvis, Knox and Walpole, Chalmer’s; Full-time 
minister for two-point charge; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Cathy Kay, 101 Chapman St. 
W., Port Dover, ON NOA 1NO; 
519-583-2344; kay.clan5@gmail.com. 


Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. John Hibbs; 
35 Giffin Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 7N5; 
905-627-9080; jayhibbs@cogeco.ca. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Kenora, Ont., Anamiewigummig-Kenora 
Fellowship Centre; Executive Director; 
Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mymts.net. 

Winnipeg, First; Interim Moderator 
Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 
204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mymts.net. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND 

THE NORTHWEST 

Calgary, Grace; Associate Minister (Pastoral 
Care); Rev. Peter Coutts, Presbytery 
Representative, c/o St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, 703 Heritage Dr. 
NW, Calgary, AB T2V 2W4; 403-255-0001; 
pcoutts@standrewscalgary.ca; 
gracecalgary.org. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Comox Valley, Comox Valley; Interim 
Moderator Rev. John Green, 579 Grayson 
Rd., Campbell River, BC VOW 6K3; 
revjohngreen@gmail.com. 

Vancouver, Vancouver Taiwanese; Interim 
Moderator Dr. Ted Siverns; 604-530-2401; 
tsiverns@lightspeed.ca. 

Victoria, Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Irwin Cunningham, c/o Saanich Peninsula 
Presbyterian Church, 9296 East Saanich Rd., 
North Saanich, BC V8L 1H8; 
250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. 
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WF pack Obituaries 


roe 
~Cnnstmas 
Cover Art 
Contest 


Share your Christmas- 
themed artwork; it may 
appear on the cover of our 
December issue! 


TO ENTER: 

Email high resolution scans or 
photographs of your work to 
cwardle@presbyterian.ca 

Or mail your art on an 82” x 11” 
| sheet to: 


Presbyterian Record 
50 Wynford Drive 
Toronto ON M3C U7 


Don’t forget to write your name 
and church information on the 
back of your entries. You can also 
include your age, if you’d like to. 


The contest is open to all ages 
and all styles of art. 


Obituaries 


Brown, Muriel (Judd), May 25, 
1912-July 8, 2012. After celebrating 
her 100th birthday only weeks 
before, friends and family members 
gathered on July 12 at Paulin 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Windsor, Ont., to remember and 
give thanks to God for Muriel’s long 
and faithful life 

In May 1945 Muriel graduated 
from the Presbyterian Missionary and 
Deaconess Training School in Toronto 
and took a WMS appointment in 
a French mining town, Val d’Or, 
Que. Following that she served the 
Chinese Church in Montreal and 
then worked on the Alaska Highway 
where she met the man who would 
become her husband, Forrest Brown. 


Together they worked at a mission 
in Puerto Rico and served in other 
congregations in Canada and the 
U.S. They moved to Windsor, Ont., 
inl OU. 

Muriel was a gifted pianist and 
organist. She was always willing to 
share her music in churches, nursing 
homes and for various groups 
and organizations. She was also a 
member of the P.O.E. Sisterhood 
(Philanthropic Educational Order) 
and a great lover of cats. 

Muriel is survived by her husband 
Forrest, one brother Alan (Audrey) of 
Cochrane, Alta., and many nieces and 
nephews and their children. We will 
miss her positive attitude, her love for 
life and her passion for her Saviour. @ 


To feature your employment opportunity please contact 
Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 
or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


The Presbyterian College, Montreal 
invites applications and nominations for the position of 


PRINCIPAL 


We are an autonomous theological college of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, affiliated with McGill University and member of the Montreal 
School of Theology with the Montreal Diocesan and United Theological 


Colleges. 


Acomplete position profile is available at the College. Nominations and 


applications, accompanied by a curriculum vitae and names of three or 
more referees, should be submitted prior to December 15, 2012, to: 


The Rev. Victor C. Gavino, Convener, 

Search Committee, The Presbyterian College 
3495 University Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2A8 
Phone: 514-288-5256; Fax: 514-288-8072 

Email: info@ presbyteriancollege.ca 


RECORD 


Deadline: November 1, 2012. 


In accordance with Canadian immigration requirements, this advertisement is directed to Canadian 
citizens and permanent residents. The appointment is subject to approval by the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. The Presbyterian College is an equal opportunity employer. 
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Faithfully Serving 


Updates from the Life & Mission Agency 


www.presbyterian.ca/ima 


Gifts of Change 
is back! 


A new edition of the Gifts of 
Change catalogue is here— 
the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada’s guide to giving 
meaningful gifts fhat help 
people in Canada and 
around the world! Gifts of 
Change provides unique gift 
ideas that can have a 
powerful impact on the lives 
of others. Want to give a gift 
in someone's honour? Let us 
know and we'll send them a 
gift card on your behalf. 


Gift examples: 


¢ $20 helps a person from 
a developing country 
become literate. 


¢« $40 ensures that an 
inner city child in 
Canada receives 
healthy snacks in an 
after-school program. 


¢ $85 provides a family 
with an emergency 


Gifts of Change 


» Preshyterian Court 


Catt ideas fram The 


www.flickr.com/pcconnect 


October 2012 


1-800-619-7301 50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, Ontario M3« 


food package following times 


of crisis and disaster. 


¢ $57 helps a woman ina 
developing country start a 
small vegetable garden to 
improve her family's nutrition. 


¢ $100 buys a “start up” library of 
seven books for a new minister 


in Malawi. 


¢ $300 covers the cost of one 


week of Vacation Bible School 
for children in the First Nations 


community of Nazko, British 
Columbia. 


For the full list of projects, visit 


www.presbyterian.ca/giftsofchange 


You can order free copies of the 


catalogue by contacting The Book 


Room at 1-800-619-7301. 


Healthy Babies, 
Happy Moms 


Presbyterian World Service & 
Development is working to make 


lasting improvements to the health 
of vulnerable women and children 


in Malawi and Afghanistan, in 


regions where childbirth can be very 


risky. Women are learning how to 


improve their own health and better 


care for their babies. 


With support from skilled birth 
attendants, women are more 
likely to have a safe 

pregnancy and delivery so 
children survive childbirth and @ 
grow up strong. Donationsto & 
this program will be 

maximized by additional 

funds from the Canadian 
International Development 


B Agency. To learn more, visit 


www.WeRespond.ca 


Provisionaries 
Planned Giving 
Magazine is now 
available! 


Complementary copies were 
mailed out with the PCPak 
and in the July/August issue of 
the Presbyterian Record. 
Additional copies can be 
ordered free of charge by 
calling the Planned Giving a 
Office, 1-800-619-7301 ext. 265 & 
or via email: te 
plannedgiving@presbyterian. 
Ca: 
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UCL LE QUYVS JULCLE toward autumn. 
Across Canada the little warm weather games are set aside 
for our national passion. Sticks taped, skates sharpened, ready 
to skate all day—skate like the wind. I was never a very good 
player and my long-ago dreams of the NHL were not to be, 
but still I find myself musing about hockey. 

At times hockey is a thrilling and graceful ballet; at other 
times it is NASCAR and WWE Smackdown. In that way, it 
reflects life and, like all sports, is the Shakespeare and grand 
opera of our age, offering in a couple of hours a spectrum of 
comedy and drama, farce and melodrama without, usually, 
much spilled blood. 

So what, you might very well ask, does this have to do 
with the Presbyterian Record? Well, as the old joke has it, God is 
obviously a baseball fan—“In the big inning ...”—so perhaps 
hockey, too, has been around longer than Don Cherry. God 
was far ahead of Frank Zamboni, for as Job acknowledged: 
“By the breath of God ice is given, and the broad waters are 
frozen fast.” In fact, long-suffering Maple Leafs fans might do 
well to adopt a little of Job’s faith and patience. 

It has been almost 20 years since a Canadian team last 
won a Stanley Cup and it is some consolation to remember 
that the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness 
for 40 years. I’m not sure that Jacques Martin and Ron 
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Wilson take much solace from the fact that they were also 
released before reaching the Promised Land. 

But now we come to the real challenge. I offer the familiar 
passage from Mark 24, here in the words of the Good News 
Translation: “If the owner of a house knew the time when the 
thief would come, you can be sure that he would stay awake 
and not let the thief break into his house. So then, you also 
must always be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an 
hour when you are not expecting him.” 

Peter also offered this pep talk: “But have reverence for 
Christ in your hearts, and honour him as Lord. Be ready at 
all times to answer anyone who asks you to explain the hope 
you have in you” (1 Peter 3:15) 

I’m not sure how all that read in Aramaic or ancient 
Greek, but it’s pretty clear what Mark and Peter had in 
mind as they exhorted a frightened and fledgling Christian 
church about to play its first games in the big Roman 
division. Christians are expected to play hard on every 
shift. Contemporary assistant coaches of the Good News 
League over at the local church might well remind us as 
every coach from Atom to NHL always has: “Keep your stick 
on the ice.” 


Keith Randall is a freelance writer in Montreal. 


continued from page 50 


walked towards you it looked like he 
was about to fall, flattened by his own 
girth or tripped by his own front feet. 

Friday’s back legs were the opposite 
of his front legs. His back legs seemed 
half again too long and they gave him 
the rather unnerving appearance of 
moving at two separate speeds at the 
same time. From the front it made 
him look like he was walking slightly 
sideways. At full speed you would 
think that his rear end was about to 
pass his front end. When Friday ran, 
you felt torn between cheering and 
praying for him. 

But it was Friday’s tail that was 
his most disconcerting physical trait. 
It’s the characteristic that I remember 
most whenever I think of him now. 
Friday’s tail was docked in true spaniel 
fashion but in mind and body he was 
obviously built for a full-length tail. 
He had absolutely no idea how to wag 
a short-docked tail, so he didn’t. His 
tail wagged him. It was like his tail 
had a mind of its own. It would start 
to wag, seemingly involuntarily at 
the slightest provocation and before 
long it would be wagging his whole 
back end, which it did with such 
enthusiasm that it often looked like 
he was about to be thrown off of his 
feet. At times even Friday was alarmed 
by his unruly tail wagging. He would 
sit on it to try and control it, but to no 
avail. Friday’s tail just personified the 
phrase, “wag the dog.” 

Friday was my childhood mate 
from about the age of seven until | 
moved away to go to college. I loved 
him dearly. He passed away at age 16 
while I was at college. I think of him 
often and not just at times when | 
am recalling my childhood. | think 
of him whenever I become aware that 
I am falling victim to a wag the dog 
scenario in my life. And at no other 
time do I become aware of this so 
frequently and so acutely as each week 
when I prepare a sermon. 

It seems to me the real temptation 
both in preaching and in listening to 


often and sought divine 
wisdom, insight, comfort 
and direction, God has 
always profoundly moved 
me, like a dog should wag 
its own tail 


preachers is to let the tail wag the dog. 
Preaching is all about proclaiming 
scripture, or at least it is supposed to 
be. That being said, the scripture text 
is supposed to move the message, not 
the message move the text. But the 
real temptation is to choose a topic, 
usually one of my favorite ones, barge 
headlong into it and then find a text 
or texts of scripture to support what 
I want to say about it. All one then 
has to do is find one or two amusing 
anecdotes or stories to illustrate the 
“message” and it’s all done. But this 
is not only a gross misunderstanding 
of how. story works in_ biblical 
proclamation but it is the tail wagging 
the dog with regards to preaching 
scripture. So I am getting better at 
choosing a single text, listening to that 
single text in its context, and letting 
that single text drive the message. | 
have come to avoid topical preaching 
like the plague. For me, it is a recipe for 
biblical wag the dog. 

Wag the dog with regards to the 
Bible and preaching brings up another 


For the Journey 


more important wag the dog issue: the 
Bible and one’s personal relationship 
with it. We Western Christians have 
come to have a rather odd relationship 
with our Bibles. We have it available 
in a plethora of modern translations 
and media and yet, in my mind at 
least, biblical illiteracy is the second 
biggest crisis we Christians face in 
our lives today. The biggest is the 
authority that scripture is given in 
the life of the Christian. N.T. Wright 
has said it well in the preface of his 
recent book, Scripture and the Authority 
of God: “Taken as a whole, the church 
clearly can’t live without the Bible, but 
it doesn’t seem to have much idea of 
how to live with it.” Wright’s book is 
all about wrestling with the question 
of the authority of scripture and it 
contains some good questions if not 
all the right answers. 

After all is read and done however, 
I am left as an individual Christian to 
parse out how I personally relate to 
the Bible. Do I just ignore it? Do I go 
to it from time to time as just another 
interesting or perhaps perplexing read? 
Do I use it to proof text my favorite 
ideas and arguments? Have I fallen 
totally into 21st-century Gnosticism 
and rely solely on others with special 
seminary knowledge to interpret it for 
me? Or do I place myself personally 
under its authority as God’s word for 
me in my life? For me, in the second 
30 years of my life, anything less than 
the last choice amounts to biblical wag 
the dog. As I have placed myself under 
the authority of the Bible as God’s 
word for me, as I have gone to it often 
and sought divine wisdom, insight, 
comfort and direction, God has always 
profoundly moved me, like a dog 
should wag its own tail. It has become 
for me, as the psalmist so profoundly 
said, “a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path” (Psalm 119:105). @ 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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Wag the Dog 


SCRIPTURE AND THE AUTHORITY OF GOD. sy pavip WEBBER 


ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


e was born from a breeding of Old Ben’s 
cocker spaniel, Blondie, and our brown 
and white cocker spaniel, Mr. Chips. 
At least that’s what we thought at the 
time. When Old Ben brought around the pups so we could 
pick one, the fact that they were all completely black didn’t 

deter us from believing that they were purebred—all except 
Dad. Dad was convinced that Mr. Chips had somehow been 
altered at birth by his breeder so as to control competition 
in the dog breeding business. It galled him to no end 
that Mr. Chips could enthusiastically go through all the 
motions but had never successfully reproduced, despite 
several attempts. The rest of us in the family had faith that 
Blondie’s litter of black pups were Mr. Chips’s procreational 
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redemption but as it turned out, Dad’s suspicions may have 
been more than paranoia. 

We named him Friday, I expect after the wonderful 
character in the 18th-century novel Robinson Crusoe by 
Daniel Defoe. We were a family of spaniel owners and as 
Friday grew into young adulthood it became more and 
more obvious that he was no mere spaniel. But he was 
no crossbreed either. Rather than appearing as a pleasant 
amalgam of breeds like most mongrels, Friday looked as 
though he was a dog thrown together from cast off spare 
parts. He had labrador ears, german shepherd eyes and 
border collie fine black hair arranged in spaniel curls. He 
had a large dog’s body but a small dog’s front legs. His 
front feet were pigeon-toed to the extreme. When Friday 

continued on page 49 
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Benediction BACK 


‘Bear ye one anothers burdens ante SO fill the law O 


glory and perfection of the Kingdom 
—Rev. Eoin Mackay, 
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That’s why, at Johnson Inc., we pay attention to the details. Above 
and beyond extensive coverage, here are a few of the other ways 
we'll take care of subscribers to the Presbyterian Record: 


MEDOC' Travel Insurance: 
1-866-606-3362 

m Emergency Medical Coverage 

= Choice of two Annual Plans 


= Trip Cancellation, Interruption & Delay Insurance 


Home and Auto Insurance: 
1-800-563-0677 


# Special Discounts 
m 24-hour Service 
# Earn AIR MILES® reward miles 


Long Term Care Insurance: 
1-877-582-7526 


m Protect your retirement income 
m Reduce the burden of caregiving 
= Choose the plan to meet your needs 


Call or visit us today: J OHNSON © 


www.johnson.ca/presbyterian 


Home and auto insurance is available through Johnson Inc,, a licensed intermediary, Policies are primarily underwritten by Unifund Assurance Company (Unifund). Unifund and Johnson Inc. share common ownership. Only home insurance is 
available in BC, SK and MB. An alternate plan is available in QC. Eligibility requirements, limitations and exclusions may apply. AIR MILES® reward miles awarded on regular home and auto insurance policies underwritten by Unifund. At the time 
premium is paid, one AIR MILES reward mile is awarded for each $20 in premium (including taxes), AIR MILES reward miles not available in SK, MB or QC, ®™ Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V, used under license by LoyaltyOne. 
Inc. and Johnson Inc. (for Unifund), MEDOCt is a Registered Trademark of Johnson Inc. MEDOC is underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Company of Canada and administered by Johnson Inc. Johnson Inc. and Royal & Sun Alliance 
Insurance Company of Canada share common ownership. A 90-day Health Stability Clause applies to pre-existing medical conditions. For a trip to be covered for Trip Cancellation, MEDOC coverage must be in effect on the day of booking your 
trip or purchased a) within 5 business days of booking your trip or b) prior to any cancellation penalties being charged for that trip. A complete summary of conditions, limitations and exclusions is available from Johnson Inc. and is outlined in your 
MEDOC Travel Insurance Policy. Long Term Care Insurance is underwritten by The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company (Manulife Financial) and is administered through Johnson Inc. In all instances official policy wording will prevail. As with all 
advertising carried in the record, no endorsement by the magazine or the board is implied nor is there partnership with the advertiser. CAT_07.2012 
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Ministry by Youth 


THERE'S A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ATTENDING A CHURCH AND BEING A CHURCH. BY CONNIE WARDLE 


was 15 when I stepped through the 

doors of the Glen Mhor camp din- 

ing hall for the first time. I’d never 
felt so awkward and alone. I was there 
for a weekend-long youth event, and | 
knew no one in a room full of boisterous 
teenagers. I was shy, bookish and an un- 
abashed nerd; would I make any friends? 
Was this whole Presbyterian Young Peo- 
ple’s Society thing a terrible idea? 

I think I carried that horrible feeling 
in my stomach for all of 10 minutes. 
Then I was approached by a pair of girls— 
one whose hair was green at the time, as 
I recall—and I met the first members of a 
circle of friends that would expand over 
the next decade of my life. 

As a preacher’s kid, I grew up in 
Presbyterian churches in small Ontario 
towns. Church was always a part of 
my life. But there’s a difference, in my 
experience, between attending a church 
and being part of a church. 

The distinction registered in my 
mind sometime during that first camp 
weekend. 

There was an adult guest speaker 
and some deans and advisors, of course. 
But the worship services and prayers 
and songs, the small group discussions 
and games, the devotional times in the 
evening and the morning services in the 
chapel by the lake—they were all led by 
young people. 

Growing up in church, I had only 
experienced events planned by adults 
for youth. As a child there was Sunday 
school and Vacation Bible School. As a 
teenager there was a youth group and a 
Bible study run by a youth pastor. I was 
used to other people doing the legwork, 
planning everything, and then taking 
me by the hand and leading me on a 
faith journey. 

Here were young people prayerfully 
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leading each other. And the “leaders” 
were not so different from me. These 
were simply young people who were 
journeying with Jesus and wanted to 
share the road. 

A few simple realizations—leaders 
and followers can switch places and 
following Jesus should be exciting— 
changed my outlook on the church 
forever. 


Growing up in church, 
I had only experienced 
events planned by 
adults for youth 


Over the years, prompted gently by 
peers who had more faith in me than I 
had in myself, I took on leadership roles 
within my synod’s PYPS. I helped plan 
weekends and worship, I led devotionals 
and small groups, Iwas acommunications 
co-ordinator and, in my last years, even 
president. In that role I was able to sit on 
the synod executive and the committee 
in charge of regional staff. 

The road was rarely smooth. We 
made mistakes—lots of them—and 
other members of this church of ours 
often reacted with grace, for which I am 
grateful. We struggled to create a flexible 
leadership structure. We sometimes 
fought adult involvement if it meant 
someone else would be planning things 
for us (even if they might have done a 
better job than we did). And we tried, 
not always successfully, to deal with our 
own anxiety within an anxious church. 

I’m now 26. I no longer fit into the 
demographics of PYPS, although I’m still 


considered a “youth” by most churches’ 
standards. 

It seems like there’s a lot of focus on 
young people leaving church these days. 
According to a study commissioned by 
the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, 
only one out of every three young 
people who attended church as a child is 
still there today. 

I wonder, if a survey was done of 
today’s ministers and elders, how many of 
them were involved in PYPS or camping 
ministries in their younger days? 

Sure, some of the young people I 
know from PYPS have drifted away. A 
few left angrily and slammed the door 
on institutional Christianity. But others 
have become ministers and elders and 
Sunday school teachers. Some, like me, 
have stuck it out because PYPS taught 
us what church can look like. It taught 
us about servant leadership and about 
our own gifts as disciples. In a culture 
where teenagers are often expected 
to be irresponsible, self-absorbed and 
obnoxious, youth-led ministry was a 
way for the church to tell us: “I trust you. 
Go and do.” 

Paul writes: “We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given to each 
of us. If your gift is prophesying, then 
prophesy in accordance with your faith; 
if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, 
then teach; if it is to encourage, then 
give encouragement; if it is giving, then 
give generously; if it is to lead, do it 
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 
cheerfully” (Romans 12:6-8). 

Amen. & 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s senior 
staff writer and web editor. She is a 
former president of the Presbyterian Young 
People’s Society of the Synod of Central 
Northeastern Ontario and Bermuda. 
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Wise Advice 
Re Conduit to Conversation, September 

Please do not be disappointed or 
offended by those who do not have 
the benefit you have of employment 
in Christ and more time than most to 
think and discern about our Christian 
faith. You are at a personal stage in 
Christian faith and growth, differ- 
ent from others, of course. You are a 
Christian and a journalist. You seem 
to revel in pushing the envelope of 
your faith, which is (personally) a very 
good thing to do. However, there are 
so many others who do not have your 
perspective and learning, or your will- 
ingness and ability to explore the dark 
corners, as you say—let alone those 
who have that willingness, or think 
that they have such learning and abil- 
ity, and would agree with what you 
might say. 

There is absolutely no reason 
to have the Presbyterian Record lose 
membership and support because of 
a willingness by staff to explore dark 
corners. Most Christians do not have 
the ability to see in the dark with- 
out stumbling. Do not turn out their 
lights. 

BRYAN HALL, ONLINE COMMENT 


Andrew Faiz responds: 
Thank you for your wisdom. 


write to us 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. 
EMAIL YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS 
ISSUE TO: letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


Running Out for Atora 
Re Cape Breton Fudge and Blueberry 
Grunt, September 

Well, as the sister who has 
attempted to make fudge most of my 
life, | now manage to make decent 
fudge perhaps one out of three tries. 
The secret, I swear, is in my mother’s 
old wooden spoon, moulded to the 
shape of her hand from decades of 
beating fudge into submission. I have 
handed that spoon on to my son-in- 
law Daniel, so the family tradition 
lives on in his hands. 

DOROTHY MACKINNON, ONLINE COMMENT 


Donna Jean MacKinnon has good 
memories and recipes, and I’m grate- 
ful she’s willing to share both. I notice 
that “heavier” foods like grunts and 
dumplings and fudge don’t make it 
onto many menus anymore. I miss 
them. Thank you, Donna Jean, for 
bringing them back. (Oh, and if the 
sisters continue to debate the stan- 
dards of the family fudge, I’m willing 
to offer myself as a judge.) 

SHEILA MCCOOK, ONLINE COMMENT > 


November 2012 Presbyterian Record 5 


> Front Letters 


- m Presby erian 


oh, eM 
eat 


Re Clootie Duff (Dumpling), September 

This is a fascinating story, with good 
historical material written in a lively, 
compelling style. Makes me want to go 
running out for some Atora—whatever 
it is. 

I would like to see more of these kinds 
of stories—featuring real people with 
interesting backgrounds, supported by 
sound historical data. I appreciate the 
authoritative tone throughout. 

IRIS NOWELL, ONLINE COMMENT 


Fl a? Why?! 
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Strong Pastors 
Re Caring For the Caregivers, September 
This is a great article. I think pastors 
should always be looking to care for 
themselves so that they can be stronger 
in their calling from the Lord, and so 
that they can be more effective minis- 
ters to and among their people. The 
presbytery can be a great place for some 
of this care, but so can other clergy or 
support groups. Christian psychiatrist 
M. Scott Peck points out that it is the 


January 2013 issue — by November 15, 2012 
February 2013 issue — by December 15, 2012 


(Annual Camp Section) 


March 2013 issue — by January 15, 2013 


Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 

fax: 905-833-2116 

email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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strong ones (not the weak ones, as is 
commonly thought) who acknowledge 
the difficulty of life and vocation and 
seek support so that they can be strong 
in what they do. The church needs 
strong pastors and leaders who are 
firmly grounded in Christ—those who 
are courageous and compassionate; 
this article encourages being proactive 
about that. Thank you! 

REV. MATTHEW RUTTAN, ONLINE COMMENT 


Good Morning! Welcome! 
Re It’s Bigger Than Children, The Messy 
Table 

Thank you Katie Munnik! Great 
reflections. I have been watching Chef 
Gordon Ramsey’s Hell Hotel lately. In 
one episode, the hotel management 
was not greeting people. So, Chef 
brought in a hospitality CEO from 
Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas. The hospi- 
tality CEO said in order to greet people, 
we need to open the door for the 
guests and extend our hands to shake 
hands—all while smiling and saying, 
“Welcome. We’re so glad you came!” 

Boy, the last time a church greeted 
people in such a fashion was many 
years ago at St. Andrew’s, Nanaimo, 
B.C., with Bruce Coleman at the door. 
When Bruce opened the door of the 
church, shook your hand and said, 
“Good morning! Welcome!” you knew 


EEE 


that you were welcome! Something to 
start putting into practice in each of 
our churches and homes! 

LORNA BALL, ONLINE COMMENT 


Autistic Kids Included 
Re Lead On Softly, September 
St. John’s, Bradford, Ont., was 
able to offer an inclusion program 
for children with ASD (autism spec- 
trum disorders) this past summer 
with generous financial help from 
the Creative Ministry with Children 
and Youth Fund. For eight weeks, 
two fourth year psychology students 
from Tyndale University College (and 
past staff with TRACE, an inclusion 
program offered at Tyndale), offered a 
free inclusion program at eight differ- 
ent VBS programs in our presbytery. 
Not only did ASD and special needs 
children participate in VBS with their 
typical peers but the ASD children 
were able to participate in an Autism 
Ontario-supported social skills curric- 
ulum, designed to teach basic social 
skills and increase social functioning. 
Parents and clergy were thrilled by 
this opportunity and we hope to run 
this successful program again in the 
summer of 2013. 
KELLY SCOTT, ONLINE COMMENT 


Jesus Disciples 
Re Various articles, September 

The interview with Rev. Gordon 
Haynes mentions the issue about 
keeping house churches or other lay 
meetings on the straight and narrow. 
Millennials feel the need to leave the 
church building to experience God 
and Jesus. They are heading for the 
door to become Laurence DeWolfe’s 
“people who claim God’s name but 
still think that they can do it all on 
their own without being distracted by 
revelation or annoyed by community.” 
Meanwhile Theology 101 continues its 
way through the Living Faith creed in 
church language. Church language 
or correct creedal jargon is evident in 
other articles. 

The church has been a creedal 
community for about 1,700 years. It 


Letters FRONT [lll 


was an institution that formed part 
of the framework of Western society. 
Even in the United States where there 
was separation of church and state, free 
enterprise religion produced an abun- 


dant variety of churches that fit within | 


the ethos of America. In Canada and 
most of Europe, the church has moved 
from centre stage. Churches have to 
move from being creedal communities. 

This is an extremely challenging 
transition given that we usually define 
a Christian as one that accepts the creed 
of a church to become member of the 
“body of Christ.” However, It was at 
Antioch that the disciples of Jesus were 
first called Christians. Christians were 
those that practiced a different way of 
life. The Didache, an early Christian 
writing also emphasized a different 
way of life. Faithfulness to a different 
life seemed to be central, rather than 
faith understood as agreement to a 
creed. Communal mentoring with a 
considerable level of skepticism about 
travelling or paid teachers seemed to 
be the order of the day. 

I wonder if the Millennials are 
seeking a community of Jesus disci- 
ples rather than a creedal community 
where there is a mono-voiced creedal 
spokesman. The outstanding minis- 
ters that I remember were ministers 
by example. They had the Christian 
discipleship—an experience to preach 
sermons that translated the Bible into 
practical and effective guidance for 
Christian living. 

If the institutional church sinks 
while hanging on to its own baggage, 
that may not be a great problem 
because it will leave the field open for 


a new type of church. The Reformation | 


was just a few tweaks within the 
church as a creedal community. The 
present transition is greater. 

ANDREW MITCHELL, ONLINE COMMENT 
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Evangel Hall Mission 


November Food Drive 
We Need Your Help! 


The 41st Annual Ecumenical Food 
Drive is quickly approaching. It 
is hard to believe another year 
has passed and again we have 

seen our storage shelves depleted. 
Due to rising food costs, and an 

increase in the number of people 
who visit us, we are finding it more 
difficult to keep our shelves stocked 
with non-perishable food items 
and canned goods. 


Through the hard work of 
the fantastic volunteers and 
participating churches, our shelves 
will again be restocked with food 
to feed the many hungry people 
who come through our doors. 


Every fall the food drive depends 
on many volunteers to help 
distribute flyers and collect food. 
The canned food collection also 
requires volunteers to assist with 
flyer delivery on 
Saturday, November 17th 
from 9:30 to noon 
and for the food collection on 
Saturday, November 24th, 
again from 9:30 to noon. 


Your support makes a difference. If 
you are interested in volunteering 
Or organizing your own 
organizational food drive to help 
Evangel Hall Mission, 
please contact Paula @ 
416-504-3563x 231. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 


552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR-0001 
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Doing It All Wrong 


MODERN PROPHETS ECHO ANCIENT MESSAGES. 


hose of you with long 
memories may remember 
Charlie Farquharson, the alter 
ego of legendary Canadian 
actor and writer Don Harron. So popular 
a fictional creation was he in his time, 
“Farquharson”. would often appear as 
himself on talk shows. 

He also wrote books. Amongst my 
favourites is his translation of the Bible, 
Olde Charlie Farquharson’s Testament: 
From Jennysez to Jobe and After Words. It 
is a thin book; the back end takes all the 
prophets and translates them down to 
one line: “You’re doing it all wrong.” 

What’s lost in subtleties and shadings 
is gained in clarity. “You’re doing it all 
wrong.” 

That line often plays in my head and 
it was quite loud as I walked through 
Nuit Blanche on the last weekend in 
September. Nuit Blanche is an all-night 
art celebration with huge sections of 
Toronto given over to hundreds of 
artists. 

This year there was a _ powerful 
installation called Museum For the 
End of the World in the parking garage 
under Toronto’s City Hall. It was a 
collaboration between several artists 
and thinkers, including author Douglas 
Coupland, 

The museum was a meditation on the 
end times, which are, as always, now. 
We are at the end right now because of 
our dependence on technology, our love 
of consumerism, our choice to separate 
ourselves from creation and to create 
false landscapes of data and electronic 
pulses. In the catalogue Coupland says, 
“Toronto’s creepy, compressed City Hall 
parking garage merely highlights the 
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We are at the end 
right now because of 
our dependence on 
technology, our love of 
consumerism, our choice 
to separate ourselves 
from creation and to 
create false landscapes of 
data and electronic pulses 


notion of the individual being part of a 
system that’s larger than themselves, and 
that has been in motion for decades.” 

And through it all, through the dark 
shadows, the mood lighting, the strange 
and disturbing dioramas, which were 
ubiquitously familiar, through the 
growing sense of horror as we moved for 
a long time through the subterranean 
passages, I could heard Farquharson’s 
prophets screaming in my head, “You're 
doing it all wrong!” 


BY ANDREW FAIZ 


That was what these artists were 
saying to us as well. I could imagine 
some of the artists sitting under an olive 
tree, despondent that nobody listens. 
And they would have had good cause. 
We the viewers passed by these works, 
rushing from one to the next, trying 
to keep some schedule so we could see 
as much as possible before we got too 
tired. We stood in front of reflections 
from our own lives—a Christmas scene, 
a schoolroom, an office—and cast 
instant critiques, “That’s stupid,” or, “I 
don’t get it,” or, “That just creeps me 
out,” or, “Hey, that’s neat.” 

Meaningless, meaningless, the 
prophets screamed at us. Utterly 
meaningless. Everything is meaningless. 
And we responded, “Whatever.” 

I’m writing this just as _ the 
Thanksgiving weekend starts. The 
stores are filled with all the fixings 
for the big dinner; Halloween and 
Christmas displays are up. Everything 
screams conspicuous excess. I find 
myself putting an artist’s frame around 
these scenes. 

And I see the Thanksgiving table, 
laden with food, surrounded by friends 
and family. I see the laughter and the 
stories. And this scene too has a frame 
around it. I see it as a diorama in a 
creepy parking garage. And I can hear 
Olde Charlie’s cackle in my ear. 

We may be doing it all wrong, but we’re 
doing it for all the right reasons. Aren’t 
we? All that stuff in the eschatological 
museum, it’s just the way we show our 
love for each other. Isn’t it? 


Andrew Faiz is the Record’s managing 
editor. 


——— 
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Nigerian High Commissioner 
Visits National Offices 


‘THE HOLY SPIRIT IS URGENTLY NEEDED IN OUR NATION, HE TELLS GATHERING. 


BY CONNIE WARDLE 


THE CHURCH HAS A PROPHETIC ROLE 
to play, Chief Ojo Maduekwe, Nigeria’s 
high commissioner to Canada, told 
church staff, Nigerians and former mis- 
sionaries at the church’s national of- 
fices in Toronto on Oct. 5. 

“The church should see itself not as 
superior to the political society, but as 
our Lord Jesus Christ has ordered the 
church to be: to be the salt of the earth. 
The Holy Spirit is urgently needed in 
our nation,” he said. 

Ojo Maduekwe is the son of a 
minister, and both he and his wife, 
Ucha Maduekwe, are elders in the 
Nigerian Presbyterian Church. He 
was appointed high commissioner to 
Canada in June. 

In his comments, 


the former 


minister of foreign affairs focused on 
Nigeria’s “tremendous capacity for 
conflict resolution.” As a former officer 
on the side of the Biafra region, which 
tried to split from Nigeria during the 
country’s civil war, he said he has 
worked with many politicians who 
fought for the other side. And as a Chris- 
tian, he has worked with many Muslim 
politicians in a country torn by violence 
between Muslims and Christians. 

“The 10th parallel is the area where 
the two historical religions of Islam 
and Christianity are in competition for 
control, for dominance, for relevance,” 
he said. “I don’t want to go into too 
much detail as to the history—it is 
sufficient to underscore that it is both 
an opportunity and also a danger. ... It 


is an opportunity because if a country 
like Nigeria, that is the largest place 
in the world with an equal number of 
Muslims and Christians, can show that 
their common traditions taken from 
the monotheistic values of Judaism 
have a lot more in common than 
appear to be the basis for confronting 
each other, then the world will be a 
safer place.” 

The situation can be addressed 


through leadership, he said, and 
by balancing law enforcement and 
conflict resolution, education and 
employment. 


“Tunderstand why he has to put the 
most positive spin he can on Christian- 
Muslim relationships. I’m glad to hear 
there are positive things to be said,” > 
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observed Marjorie Ross, a missionary 
to Nigeria from 1962 to 1969. “But in 
a talk like this I don’t think he could 
really get into all the factors that I 
know are part of this Muslim-Christian 
friction.” 

Violence between groups from the 
majority Muslim north and mostly 
Christian south has worsened in the 
past decade. 

Echoes from the 1967-1970 civil 
war, anger, deaths, destruction of prop- 
erty, retaliation, and economic tensions 
between the oil-rich south and the 
north continue to fuel violence. 

According to a report prepared by a 
joint Christian-Muslim delegation from 


the World Council of Churches and 
the Jordanian Royal Aal al-Bayt Insti- 
tute for Islamic Thought, many factors 
contribute to the tensions including: an 
“imaginary North-South ‘fault line,’” 
religious leaders endorsing violence, 
a lack of “universal rule of law” and 
“wide-spread injustice by judiciary, the 
executive, the police and military,” and 
vast disparities of wealth, education, 
healthcare and employment between 
the north and south. 

The delegation concluded the 
current conflicts are “not inherently 
based in religion” but, it warned, if 
religion comes to overshadow the 
more complex social, political, ethnic 


and economic issues, the idea could 
“become a self-fulfilling prediction.” 

Nigeria is home to an estimated 
170 million people, half of whom are 
under the age of 18. It is also home to 
more than 250 ethnic groups and over 
500 indigenous languages. 

Members of the Nigerian Presbyte- 
rian congregation, encouraged by the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada and 
led by Rev. Augustus Oku, along with 
former missionaries to Nigeria and staff 
at national offices were present at the 
gathering. 

Oku’s congregation celebrated 
their first anniversary on Thanskgiving 
Sunday. & 


News 


Taiwanese Church Delegate 
Visits National Offices 


AS PART OF HIS CANADIAN TOUR, the 
incoming general secretary of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Taiwan visited na- 
tional offices in September. 

Rev. Lyim Hong-Tiong, who will be 
inducted as general secretary in April, saw 
the visit as an opportunity for mutual 
learning as both bodies seek church 
growth. 

“The PCT promotes a holistic mission 
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based on six dimensions: proclaiming the 
gospel, nurturing. God’s children (with 
both mission and education), loving 
service, transformation of society, caring 
for God’s creation, and finally, culture 
and the gospel,” said Hong-Tiong. 

He then pointed out the PCC’s role 
in bringing the gospel to an under- 
represented culture: the Hakka, an ethnic 
minority in Taiwan. 

“Tt was [Rev. Dr.] Paul McLean of the 
PCC who translated the Hakka Bible.” 

According to Hong-Tiong, more 
indigenous people are migrating to cities, 
creating opportunities for ministry. By 
their 150th anniversary in 2015, the 
PCT hopes to plant numerous churches 
in these communities. 

While keen to discuss his church’s 
vision for the future, Hong-Tiong also 
wanted share some of the struggles the 
PCT faces. 

“The Taiwanese are voiceless because 
they are under martial law. The church is 
the only one who can give voice to the 
[wider] ecumenical community,” he said. 

Yet many outside Taiwan are 


uncertain about how to assist the 
country. After the Chinese Civil War 
ended in 1950, Nationalists who 
opposed Communism fled mainland 
China to Taiwan. The status of Taiwan 
has remained a point of debate. To 
avoid jeopardizing diplomatic relations 
with China, which claims control of 
Taiwan, many countries avoid officially 
recognizing Taiwan as an independent 
country. 

Over the past 40 years, the PCT has 
not shied away from taking a polit- 
ical stance. The church has published 
multiple statements, appealing to the 
international community. 

“We are asking the international 
community to respect Taiwan's sover- 
eignty. We should have the right to 
determine our future,” said Hong-Tiong. 
m—Seth Veenstra 


Peace Poles Boost City Morale 

AFTER THE SHOCK of Russell Williams’s 
crimes, then Maclean’s disheartening re- 
view of their city as the “most danger- 
ous” in Ontario, the citizens of Belleville 
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needed a symbol of hope. 

“It was really bringing down the 
morale of the city,” said Rev. Anne-Marie 
Jones, minister at St. Andrew’s. 

Recognizing the brokenness in her 
community, Jones said she wanted to 
find a way for her church to reach out. 

“T asked, how can we be the hand of 
Christ?” said Jones. 

Then, while preparing for a Sunday 
school message, Jones encountered the 
story of Masahisa Goi and the peace pole. 

In the wake of the bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagaski, Masahisa Goi 
started a peace movement in Japan, 
rooted in the prayer, “May peace prevail 
on earth.” He began erecting physical 
representations of this prayer, with the 
words of the prayer inscribed on each 
of the four (or six) sides. The popularity 
of the idea has spread. Now there are 
more than 100,000 peace poles across 
the globe. 

The story transformed Jones. “I call 
those moments a Holy Spirit experience: 
a thunderbolt,” said Jones. 

After meeting with session, Jones and 
St. Andrew’s decided to develop a peace 
pole project. 

In the past year, Jones and St. 
Andrew’s have purchased and dedicated 
two peace poles, planting them in public 
spaces. 

The dedication services were well 
attended and included members of 
the press, civil servants, community 
members and Neal Ellis, the city’s mayor, 
who has since become a peace pole 
champion. 

“The mayor is enthusiastic about 
the whole project,” said Larry Glover, 
Belleville’s manager of Parks and Open 
Space. 

Community responses have also been 
encouraging. Jones said many people have 
told her they use the poles as destinations 
for prayer walks and times of meditation. 

Recently, Jones, Glover and Ellis 
worked on a campaign that led to an 
exchange of peace poles with their twin 
city in Gunpo, South Korea. 

“Now we want to take it a step 
further,” said Glover. “It’s our vision to 
have one peace poll every kilometre 


along our walking trail [by the Bay of 
Quinte].” 

“We've gone through some tough 
times. It’s been great to put something 
positive out there. It’s a good news story.” 
w—SV 


Mother Pens Survival Guide for 
Parents of Bullied Children 
AMANDA WAS SO SEVERELY bullied in 
school she developed post-traumatic 
stress disorder. She lost weight and be- 
came depressed, then suicidal. Her par- 
ents and teachers were at a loss. Even- 
tually she dropped out: she needed to 
be in hospital. 

Amanda’s story is also the story of 
how her mother, Laurie Flasko, navi- 
gated the worlds of health care insti- 
tutions, school boards and support 
networks to find the proper help for 
her daughter. Ultimately, it is a story of 
a family’s return to wholeness. 

Laurie details her family’s journey 
in Bullying is Not a Game: A Parent’s 
Survival Guide, a book she co-authored 
with Julie Christiansen. Laurie, 
who is also a member of Chippawa, 
Niagara Falls, hopes the resource will 
help educators and parents be more 
equipped than she was. 

“We didn’t know what to do. No 
one knew,” said Laurie. “As Amanda 
got sick it permeated through our 
whole family and we all became sick, 
too. 

“T kept pushing Amanda to go back 
to school,” said Laurie, remembering 
how hard it was to get her out of bed 
in the morning. “Now I realize that 
was a mistake. | mean, you don’t send 
abused women back to their husbands, 
right? You protect them. You find them 
shelter.” 

Laurie believes Amanda’s_ school 
also mishandled the situation: “Their 
response was to put Amanda in a room 
with the 12 girls who were bullying 
her, tell them they had an hour to 
work it out on their own, then leave 
the room.” 

These were the same girls, said 
Laurie, who created a website targeting 
Amanda, who left blood on her locker 
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Rev. Anne-Marie Jones beside a Peace 
Pole in Belleville, Ont. 


door, who told her she’d die if she ever 
came back to school. 

In the end, Amanda did get the 
help she needed. The hospital was a 
safe environment. She found healing 
in art therapy. She began to work 
toward a general education diploma at 
her own pace. 

The Flasko’s church, Chippawa, » 
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also gave the family the support they 
needed. 

“When Amanda didn’t have friends 
at school, she had friends at church. 
When she became sick they came and 
laid hands on her,” said Laurie. 

When Amanda’s pain began to 
affect the marriage of Laurie and her 
husband, the pastor and his wife walked 
alongside them and encouraged them 
to see a Christian counsellor. 

As Amanda moved closer to 
recovery, Laurie started thinking about 
all the other parents whose children 


are bullied. 

“T wanted to share my story.” 

After Amanda was discharged from 
the hospital and started studying at 
Brock University, Laurie began pulling 
together material. 

She talked to regional police, a 
faith-based crime and justice group, 
the local school board and a distress 
centre. A York University professor and 
expert on bullying gave her access to 
her files. Laurie also looked to more 
personal sources: church members, 
Amanda's art therapist and Amanda 


Presbyterian College will 
celebrate Rev. Dr. John Vissers’ 
IN 


14 years of service as Principal 
of Presbyterian College 
on Nov. 22 2012. 


$ 


McGill 


if you would like to join us for this celebration or send greetings 
please contact info@presbyteriancollege.ca. 
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herself; Laurie includes letters she and 
Amanda exchanged and even some of 
Amanda’s journal entries. 

When asked how Amanda feels 
about her story being published, Laurie 
responded: “Once I finished, I didn’t 
want to release it. I had a moment of 
panic. But then Amanda said, ‘Mom, 
you have to.’ 

“She’s gone through the trauma. I’m 
still dealing with it.” ma—SV 


New Agreement Sends 
Students to Ghana 

GRADUATES OF REDEEMER University 
College can spend a year working in 
Ghana through a new partnership 
agreement between the school and the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

Through the internship program, 
students from the Christian college 
in Ancaster, Ont., will be working in 
the city of Asamankese, about 80 km 
northwest of Accra. 

“The goal is to provide undergradu- 
ates with international exposure to 
broaden their horizons and give them 
a world perspective on their educa- 
tion and faith,” said Rev. Dr. Rick Fee, 
general secretary of the church’s Life 
and Mission Agency. “It will also foster 
relations between a new generation 
of young Canadians and newfound 
friends from Ghana.” 

In August the first intern, Angie 
Lang, began working with His Majes- 
ty’s School, a Christian facility in a 
predominantly Presbyterian area. 

Ghana is a majority Christian 
country, with 18.6 per cent of its 24 
million inhabitants subscribing to a 
form of Protestantism. The Presby- 
terian Church of Ghana has about 
570,000 members and the Evangel- 
ical Presbyterian Church has about 
200,000 according to the World 
Council of Churches. 

In previous years, Redeemer Univer- 
sity College has organized internships 
in various development programs in 
Asamankese. ™ —Connie Wardle 


DUATA COIIRTECY OF REDEEMER LINIVERSITY COLIFEGEF _ 


World News 


World news [i 


PCK Celebrates Centennial 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of Korea re- 
ceived congratulations from the World 
Communion of Reformed Churches as 
it celebrated its 100th anniversary. 

WCRC_ General Secretary  Setri 
Nyomi was in Seoul to bring greet- 
ings to one of the largest Presbyterian 
churches in the world and one of four 
WCRC member churches in Korea. 

In his remarks, the Ghanaian theo- 
logian praised the church for its support 
of theological institutions, universi- 
ties and congregations and urged its 
members to be friends of the poor and 
marginalized in Korea and throughout 
the world. 

The first Korean  Presbyte- 
rian minister founded a church in 
Hwanghae province in 1884. The PCK 
General Assembly was established in 
OTD 

The WCRC represents 80 million 
Christians in 108 countries. Its members 
include the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. = —ENI 


Japanese Play Based on Luther 
JAPAN’S CLASSIC NOH theater is meet- 
ing the Protestant Reformation as a 
Japanese Lutheran scholar is develop- 
ing a play featuring the 16th-century 
German reformer Martin Luther. 

Toshifumi Uemura, a professor at 
Japan Lutheran College in Tokyo, said 
he intends to stage his play, called 
Luther, in 2017, the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation. An art form dating 
from the 14th century, Noh drama 
usually features heroic themes, styl- 
ized acting and masks, music and slow, 
grandiose gestures. 

“T composed the poetry and prose 
[of the Noh play] by aiming princi- 
pally at letting the Bible speak, as in 
Handel’s Messiah,” Uemura said. “And 


in the second half, I used a portion of a 
Lutheran hymn, A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God.” &—ENI 


Christians in the Middle East 
‘Fraught with Fear’ 

LIFE FOR CHRISTIANS in the Middle 
East has “never been worse” and their 
future is endangered according to the 
general secretary of the Beirut-based 
Fellowship of Middle East Evangelical 
Churches. 

Rosangela Jarjour spoke at the 
seventh General Assembly of the 
Community of Protestant Churches in 
Europe in September. 

“We don’t want to become refu- 
gees, but to live in peace and with full 
citizens’ rights and duties in our own 
land,” she said. 

Everyday life for Christians, who 
in the past were able to lead quite 
secure lives, is now fraught with fear, 
said Jarjour, who is from Homs, Syria, 


currently the site of battles between 
rebel and government forces. 

Christians are now finding that 
they are no longer allowed to prac- 
tice their religion and their civil 
rights to freedom and free speech 
“are constantly violated, whilst previ- 
ously secular matters are consumed by 
Islam,” she said. 

More than 50,000 Christians have 
fled Egypt alone since the onset of the 
revolution there. Her own family has 
been forced to leave Homs. 

“Christians have lost their homes, 
livelihoods and churches and been 
the victims of widespread looting, 
destruction and arson,” Jarjour 
reported, showing delegates images 
of destroyed churches in Syria. 

The Fellowship of Middle East Evan- 
gelical Churches represents about two 
million Protestants from 17 Lutheran, 
Reformed and Anglican churches. 
m—ENI 


CELEBRATE THE 
SEASON OF 

ADVENT WITH | 

KNOX COLLEGE / 


Please join us 


Wednesday, December 5" 
7:00 PM 

Knox College Chapel, 

59 St. George Street, Toronto 


as our students and residents tell 
the story with song. 


Refreshments will follow. 


[Mell] KNOX COLLEGE 


www.knox.utoronto.ca | 416.978.4500 
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NY) news The Other Six Days 


Buy One, 
Give One 


PLUS, PERFUMES AND BOATS. BY BRAD CHILDS 


BIBLE 

On the one hand, the new Archeological Study Bible is 

just another New International Version. The translation is 

the same. On the other hand, this new edition has some 
wonderful stuff inside. As you may have judged from the 
name, the Archeological Study Bible attempts to give readers 
a more complete experience of the historical and cultural 
picture of each text. It has massive and stunning full-page 

| photographs of archeological sites, museum pieces and 

| much more. There are study notes. It has over 500 articles 
explaining the importance of archeological information 

for given texts as well as cultural notes, information about 
perfumes, ancient seals, boat making and much more. It is a 
truly wonderful Bible to have. 

archeologicalstudybible.com 


TOMS SHOES 
TOMS is a for-profit company with a subsidiary non-profit 
arm called Friends of Toms. The company is based out of 
California and was founded in 2006 by Blake Mycoskie, a 
former contestant on TV’s The Amazing Race. TOMS recently 
began making eyeglass frames but is best known for simple 
canvas shoes that slip on like slippers. So why should you 
care about TOMS? Well, they’re cool for one thing. But 
secondly, for every pair of TOMS you buy, Friends of Toms 
donates a new pair to a child in need. Since its beginning just 
six years ago, nearly one million pairs of TOMS have been 
given to children in over 25 different countries. Oh and by the 
| way, above | said that TOMS has just started making eyeglass 
| frames. Well guess what? Buy a pair and they will donate a 
pair of those, too. 
| 


toms.ca 


BOOK 
| I'll admit it. It’s a couple of years old now but | just recently 
| came upon it. The book is called, Did the First Christians 
| Worship Jesus? and it’s by James D.G. Dunn. It’s an inductive 
\ 


study to see if worship was given to God the Father alone for 
Christ or if worship was given to Christ himself as God/god 

in the same way it would be offered to the One God of Israel. 
Much of Dunn’s focus is on the different words translated 
“lord,” “worship” and “prostrated” and if Jesus is “called 
upon” as the Father. It asks some interesting questions 
about Trinitarian theology. He notes that people pray in Jesus’ 
name, through him and to the Father; that they sing hymns 
concerning him but not to him, yet use language presenting 
him as a type of sacred space and even assign sacred time to 
him. It’s an interesting book and well worth a read. 


amazon.ca 


DOCUMENTARY FILM 

Fight Church is a new documentary focused on two seemingly 
contradictory things: Fighting and Christianity. Directed by 
Oscar winner Daniel Junge and Bryan Storkel, this film follows 
a New York church that trains mixed martial arts fighters 
(adults and children) and puts on exhibition fights in the 
church building. Yep, you read that correctly... the sanctuary 
has a cage. The film follows several ministers and fighters 
and begs the question: “Can you really love your neighbor 

as yourself and then punch him in the face?” To be honest, 

| find the whole thing very interesting. It opens up a whole 
can of worms. Can Christians play football? Is strapping a 
chunk of plastic on one’s head and throwing their whole body 
into someone at full soeed more Christian than strapping on 
gloves and trying to get an arm-bar submission? For sure this 
movie is on my “must see” list... that is if they get the rest of 
the money together soon enough to put it out. They still need 
about $30,000 to complete the project. For now, we'll just 
have to check out the trailer. 

fightchurchfilm.com or search YouTube for 
Fight Church Promo Trailer. 


Rev. Brad Childs is minister at First, Regina. 
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Opinion news fi 


West Bank Boycott 


ANOTHER LOOK AT THE OPINIONS OF A.C. FORREST. BY BARRY MACK 


I don’t always agree withthe 
decisions made by the United Church 
of Canada, but the one they made this 
past summer to boycott products made 
in the settlements in the West Bank is 
one I support. (American Methodists 
and Presbyterians made _— similar 
decisions at their General Assemblies 
this year; Canadian Presbyterians are 
studying the matter.) The outrage the 
decision has provoked in Canadian 
Jewish circles recalls the reaction to 
Rey. Dr. A.C. Forrest’s book The Unholy 
Land, published in 1971. 

Forrest was the editor of the United 
Church Observer and an early critic of 
Israel’s settlements built on territory 
captured in the 1967 war. The Cana- 
dian Jewish community could not 
tolerate his criticism of Israel. 

Forrest was hounded to an early 
death by anonymous phone calls to 
his (unlisted) number in the middle of 
the night and burning crosses on his 
front lawn. His book and articles in the 
Observer also led to an estrangement 
between the United Church and the 
Canadian Jewish community. Rabbi 
Reuven Slonim, in his 1977 book 
Family Quarrel, described the United 
Church and the Canadian Jewish 
community as “two opposing camps 
viewing each other across a Maginot 
line.” Those tensions have erupted 
again, over substantially the same 
issue. 

Forrest’s book bears re-reading. 
Many of his observations are as perti- 
nent now: “You don’t pound a proud 
people into submission—especially 
when there are so many millions of 
them.” “Israel would like security, but 
not by paying the price of giving up her 
rich spoils of 1967. So she continues 
to develop the occupied territories, 
repress the inhabitants, expel or drive 
out all she can, and demand more 


weapons from the U.S. There is no 
sign that Israel will change her poli- 
cies unless she is pressured by the U.S. 
to do so.” “Israel is like a child with 
a hand in the cookie jar. She would 
like peace but wants the cookies.” The 
International Court of The Hague has 
since upheld Forrest’s judgment that 
the settlements contravened Article 49 
of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

Forrest was among the first Cana- 
dians to point to the substantial injus- 
tice that the creation of the state of 
Israel represented for the original 
inhabitants of British Palestine. He 
called for an acknowledgement of those 
wrongs and financial compensation 
for those who had been driven from 
their homes. He was also prescient in 
predicting that nothing would happen 
without a significant shift in North 
American public awareness of the 
problem: “Responsible government 
action will only follow pressure from 
informed public opinion. That is why 
top priority for concerned people is to 
get the truth about the Middle East out 
to the world.” That judgment looks 
as sound in the midst of the current 
American presidential race as it did 
when it was written. 

Forrest invoked Canadian complicity 
in creating the problem as one reason to 
get involved in the messiness of Middle 
East politics. Canada voted in favour 
of partition in 1947; Lester Pearson 
chaired the four-nation working-group 
that drafted the United Nations terms 
that established the State of Israel in 
1948. For his efforts, Israelis gave him 
the medal of valour and called him 
“Rabbi Pearson.” (Behind his back, 
less appreciative junior colleagues 
at External Affairs referred to him as 
“the King of the Jews.”) Israel’s first 
heavy artillery was a large shipment of 
Canadian 25-pound field guns (Second 


‘Israel would like 
security, but not by 
paying the price of 
giving up her rich spoils 
of 1967. So she continues 
to develop the occupied 
territories, repress the 
inhabitants, expel or 
drive out all she can, 
and demand more 
weapons from the U.S.’ 


World War surplus) seld to a young 
Simon Peres at a discount by C.D. 
Howe and paid for by Montreal’s Jewish 
community. A few years later, Canada 
provided a squadron of F-86 Sabre jets 
to the fledgling Israeli air force. 

The second reason was naked self- 
interest. Without a just resolution, the 
Palestinian problem would fester and 
mutate into a problem that threatened 
global peace. In retrospect, The Unholy 
Land looks prophetic. Forrest was right 
that the settlements would constitute 
a significant obstacle to peace and 
any plausible implementation of a 
“two state solution.” Forty years after 
he wrote this, it looks as if the United 
Church is finally ready to do more 
than mutter privately to itself; it is 
ready to stand up to Canadian Jewish 
objections and take (mostly symbolic) 
action in the hope of provoking long 
overdue public discussion.™ 


Rev. Dr. Barry Mack is minister at St. 


Andrew’s, St. Lambert, Que., and a lecturer 
at Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
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news Interview 


Life Next Door to Syria 


AN INTERVIEW WITH DR. GEORGE SABRA. BY SETH VEENSTRA 


conflict in Syria 
continues, the world is 
watching to see how the 


crisis affects its neighbouring countries. 
Given its strained history with Syria, 
many are concerned Lebanon will soon 
be swept up by the Syrian crisis. The Near 
East School of Theology in Beirut has 
weathered 80 years of Lebenese history. 
During the Lebanese Civil War from 1975 
to 1990 enrollment dropped to a third of 
it’s original size. Still, the school kept its 
doors open. Though modest in student 
and faculty population, NEST has a wide 
impact: many of its graduates go on to lead 
Arabic ministries in North American cities 
or become prominent church leaders in 
the Middle East. This past year the school 
promoted its academic dean, Dr. George 
Sabra, to president. 

In October, he spoke with the Record by phone and 
through email: 


ON HOW THE INSTABILITY IN SYRIA IS AFFECTING THE 
LIVES OF NEST’S STUDENTS: 

Our seminary is an interdenominational Protestant 
seminary serving the region of the Near East (Lebanon, 
Syria, Israel-Palestine, Jordan), so we get our students from 
all these countries. We have some Syrian students and at 
least one Syrian faculty member. Most of these reside in 
Lebanon at the moment, but of course their hearts and 
minds are in Syria in these troubled times. 

Wealso have one Syrian graduate student who commutes 
every couple of weeks from Syria to study at NEST. He is an 
ordained pastor, and has recently been appointed pastor 
of the city of Homs. His church has been badly damaged 
in the fighting, but he still manages to gather some of the 
members of his congregation in a seniors home belonging 
to the church. 

We also have Syrian students residing at NEST; these go 
to neighboring universities. Of course they are worried about 
their families and friends, and they often cannot go home to 
visit. Some of their parents are unable to send them money 
regularly to support their studies and their stay at NEST. 

In July we had our annual continuing education seminar 
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Sabra, pre 


the Near East School of Theotes) 


for the graduates of NEST. Not one alumnus came from Syria to 
participate, although in previous years, the Syrian participants 
were the majority. 


ON THE ELECTRICITY CRISIS IN LEBANON: 

Lebanon has been suffering from electricity shortages 
since the beginning of the Lebanese war in 1975-76. The 
recent events in Syria affected us because the electrical 
power that Lebanon used to buy from Syria is no longer 
available. Officially there is a rationing of three hours per 
day in Beirut—in other areas of the country it could go up 
to 12 or 18 hours. Recently, however, Beirut has been expe- 
riencing cuts of more than six hours a day. 

NEST has its own generator, but it is over 20 years old; 
it does not generate the needed power, and it is beginning 
to break down. We have launched an appeal to our friends 
and partners to raise money for purchasing a new generator. 

The Presbyterian Church of Canada generously contrib- 
uted $6,000. Local churches contributed some funds and so 
did the PC(USA), but we are still short of some $6,000. 


ON RECENT KIDNAPPINGS: 

A few weeks ago [in September] there was a wave of 
kidnappings that has now subsided. The Lebanese govern- 
ment took serious measures to combat that. There were 


———————— 
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Interview news Sl 


two types of kidnappings. One was 
for purely financial reasons. Kidnap- 
pers asked for ransom money. Some of 
the kidnapped were Lebanese, but also 
some Syrians who had been coming 
to Lebanon to escape the fighting and 
who brought their money with them. 
The other type was political. There are 
some Lebanese who were kidnapped by 
the Syrian opposition, mainly because 
they were accused of being helpers of 
the regime in Syria. So, their relatives 
in Lebanon kidnapped Syrians here so 
as to exchange them with the ones in 
Syria. But all of this has now died down. 
We caution our students, of 
course, about going some places in 
the country; we make sure they tell 
us where they are going, but there are 
no great worries about [them being 
kidnapped] at the moment. 


ON NEST’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
PCC: 

The relationship goes a long way 
back. We have had faculty members 
sent to us by the PCC; Rev. Dr. Ted 
Siverns was one of them. He (and 
Betty) came here in the midst of the 
Lebanese conflict, and both rendered 
us a great service for which we are 
forever grateful. 

Ther PCG=iiast beeniia a'sttong 
supporter of NEST and its ministry 
over the years; they have always come 
to our aid in difficult times. We have 
received many visits from the church 
and we hope to reciprocate some day. 


ON THE FUTURE OF LEBANON: 

So far, it looks like the Lebanese 
politicians, some of whom are pro- 
Syrian regime and others pro-Syrian 
people, are determined not to let the 
Syrian crisis spill over into our country. 
The future is unpredictable, however. 
We may not be able to control the 
developments, but the sooner the 
Syrian crisis is resolved, the safer 
Lebanon will be.m 


Seth Veenstra is the Record’s staff wirter. 


to reach out to others 
and share the good news, 
in the name of Christ 


2 i aie iB) 


We equip congregations and leaders 


¢ Stewards by Design and Canada Youth conferences ® Grants 
for new church development and church renewal ¢ Resources 
and support for Christian education, worship, evangelism, 
stewardship, youth ministries, leadership development, justice 
work ¢ Short term mission experiences ¢ General Assembly ¢ 


Encouraging new clergy in their first years ¢ Youth in Mission 


Together, we are making mission 
and ministry happen 


Four easy ways to give: 

¢ Donate through your local congregation 

¢ Give online at www.presbyterian.ca/donate/sharing/ 

* Call to sign up for monthly giving or donate by credit card 

¢ Send in the following coupon with a cheque payable to The PCC 


meee eS eC 
Enclosed is my donation to Presbyterians Sharing of: $ 
Name: 


Address: 


Email/Phone: 


Presbyterians Sharing 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON M3C 1J7, 1-800-619-7301 
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™) news Go to Church 


Meet 


Jesus 
Here 


SOCKS ARE OPTIONAL. 
BY WENDY ADAMS 


A video Was posted on the PCC’s Facebook page 


earlier this year. In it various people give very candid respon- 
ses to why they don’t go to church: Their excuses sound very 
familiar. “I’m nervous.” “I don’t like hypocrites.” “I’m not sure 
about my faith.” 

These are responded to by some church-goers: “Church is 
right where God wants you to be.” “Church is a place where 
doubts are welcome, and socks are optional.” “Church is not 
about a religion, it’s about relationship.” 

It’s a powerful video, (produced by backtochurch.com) and 
generated a lot of commentary online. One person wondered 
if the video perpetuates “butts in pews” as a metric for success 
when perhaps it shouldn’t be. Another replied, saying, “What 
I liked about it was the way it identified some of the potential 
barriers/questions that may keep people away from church. 
As a way of publicly answering those questions, maybe it’s 
helpful. As a way of calling the churches to live up to the 
answers, it is a good challenge for us. Although I don’t want 
to measure the success of my church by the number of butts 
in the pews, when a few extra butts show up in my church 
on Sunday morning, I sure hope they will experience the 
welcome that is expressed in this video.” 

As Christians, I believe we have a responsibility to invite 
people to church. Reginald Bibby, in Restless Churches suggests 
that Canadian churches are missing out on the untapped 
potential of “affiliates.” Those are all the people who mark 
themselves as Presbyterian on a census form, but only use the 
church for baptisms, weddings and funerals. For Bibby, the 
bottom line comes down to this: What will bring people out 
and keep them coming is the realization that they are in a 
place that is able to deliver on the promise of good ministry. 
That has to be the focus of churches that aspire to touch the 
lives of their affiliates. 

The video touched on a lot of good ways to deliver on the 
promise of good ministry. It tries to focus on accepting people 
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for who they are, trusting that they belong among us, and 
striving towards developing relationships that can transcend 
our differences and open us up to being transformed by Christ. 
Why wouldn’t we want to invite somebody to come to our 
church? They might meet Jesus here! 

Bibby explains that people come to churches, and people 
stay in churches because they find significance there. They 
find that their lives are touched by a response to their spiritual 
needs. But churches also respond to personal and social needs. 
Everybody has these fundamental needs for spiritual, personal 
and social growth and interaction. This is the core definition 
of ministry and this is what our church can be doing to help 
us grow. It takes time for people to learn about the nature 
and expectations of Christian faith and to become committed 
followers and grow in the faith. While they are doing that, 
they need to be ministered to. They need to know that we care 
about them and we want to let them into our lives. 

Andrew Faiz said of the video, “I so want to believe 
our churches can live up to it. Still, we are, if nothing else, 
aspirational people. Every church should play this video on 
Sunday to say, ‘this is what we want to be.’” & 


Rev. Wendy Adams is minister of St. Andrew’s, Armstrong, 
B.C., moderator of the Synod of British Columbia and 
an administrator of the PCC Facebook page. 


PHOTO BY GETTY IMAGES 


PHOTO BY GETTY IMAGES 


OUR FEATURE ON 
LIVING FAITH 


Living Faith is a decla- 
ration of faith of the 
Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. 


You can download it at 
presbyterian.ca. We sug- 


gest you seek out and 


read the passage being _ 


- discussed each month. - 


"ADDITIONAL READING: _ 
_ Abraham and Sons, In 
(May 2009). 


The article can be found 


at presbyterianrecord.ca. 


essing and Restoration 


JESUS AND ISRAEL. BY NANCY CALVERT-KOYZIS 


LIVING FAITH 3.1 JESUS CHRIST AND ISRAEL) 


Remember the Marlboro Man? In 


case these advertisements were before your time, the 
Marlboro Man was a muscular, handsome cowboy 
who smoked cigarettes while on horseback, saun- 
tering alone over the dusty plains. He was a symbol 
of rugged individualism, of someone who depended 
only on himself in order to survive. He was the 
epitome of the popular culture that idealized indi- 
vidualism. This way of thinking also affected the way 
Christians saw their own faith. 


According to individualistic Christianity, Chris- 
tians find reconciliation with God through their own 
efforts alone. Generally there is neither any thought 
about the role of the Christian community nor any 
sense of the history that led up to the coming of the 
Messiah, Jesus, whom we worship. And because of 
this Christians can miss out on the richness of the 
Christian faith and our historic connection with 
ancient Israel. 

In Living Faith 3.1, the theme is Jesus Christ 
and ancient Israel. The section begins by saying, 
“To the world in its rebellion and alienation >» 
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™) reatures Theology 101 


We owe a debt of 
gratitude to the Jewish 
people, because it was 
from them that Jesus, 
whom Christians 
believe was our savior, 
was descended 


God promised blessing and restoration. 
The Lord chose Abraham and _ his 
descendants and through a covenant 
with them destined them to be bearers 
of that promise to all people.” Abraham 
has always been central in Judaism 
because of his faith and the covenant 
God established with him. According to 
Genesis 12:2, God tells Abraham that he 
will make him into a great nation, and 
that he will bless Abraham who, in turn, 
will be a blessing. In Genesis 22:18, God 
promises that all the nations of the earth 
will be blessed by Abraham’s offspring 
because Abraham had listened to God’s 
voice (see also Genesis 18:18). 

In the Genesis narrative, God’s 
promise to Abraham comes at a time 
when people are in rebellion and alien- 
ated from God. They have just built the 
Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9), which, 
among other things, represents the 
audacity of a nation intending to make 
a name for itself rather than looking to 
God. Abraham, instead, believes and 
follows God. The nation that comes 
through him is blessed by God and will 
bring blessing to the earth instead of the 
confusion brought to the world through 
God’s response to the building of a tower. 

Other events in the Old Testament 
also point to God’s message of blessing 
and restoration to ancient Israel. Living 
Faith 3.1.2 states, “The Old Testament 
records God’s message and mighty acts. 
It speaks of God’s grace and judgment. 
It declares God’s promise and points to 
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the One to come.” Probably the foun- 
dational example of God's blessing 
and restoration to ancient Israel is the 
account of the Exodus of the Israelites 
from Egypt. Exodus 7-13 shows how 
although Pharaoh was pursuing his own 
ambitions through keeping the Jews in 
Egypt, God was ultimately in control. 
The story then teaches future generations 
how Yahweh made a toy of the Egyptians 
by performing signs among them and 
triumphing over them with the Exodus of 
the oppressed Israelite slaves from Egypt. 
Thus God’s judgment is manifested 
toward the Egyptians while his grace is 
poured out on Israel. 

Many Christians throughout the ages 
have also interpreted Old Testament texts 
as pointing to Jesus as the Messiah. For 
example, in Psalm 22 the psalmist speaks 
of one who cries out to God, saying, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” And later, “I can count all my bones, 
they stare and gloat over me; they divide 
my clothes among themselves and for my 
clothing they cast lots.” Of course, these 
sayings are also found echoed by Jesus in 
the passion narratives in the New Testa- 
ment (Matthew 27:35,46; Mark 15:34). 

Isaiah 53 is one of the most famous 
examples of a messianic prophecy that 
Christians believed Jesus fulfilled. For 
example, verse five states, “But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the 
punishment that made us whole, and by 
his bruises we are healed.” In Acts 8:26-38, 
Philip encounters an Ethiopian eunuch 
who is reading about the suffering servant 
from Isaiah 53; Philip interprets the 
suffering servant to be Jesus. Thus even 
from apostolic times Christians have 
believed that the suffering servant is the 
Messiah, Jesus. 

Finally, Living Faith has this to say 
about Jesus and ancient Israel: “From 
Israel came the Messiah; in Jesus of Naza- 
reth God kept his promise of salvation. 
We understand his coming in the light 
of the Old Testament. Born of the Seed of 
David, he lived a Jew among Jews. Child 
of an Israelite woman, he fulfilled God’s 
promise that Israel would be a light to the 


nations. In Christ, God came to dispel the 
world’s darkness.” In Galatians 3:8-9, Paul 
argues that ancient Israel was a blessing 
to the world through one of Abraham's 
descendants, Jesus Christ. So for Chris- 
tians the blessing of Abraham eventually 
points to Jesus Christ. 

What does any of this mean for 
Canadian Presbyterians today? First, we 
must remember that Jesus himself was 
Jewish, as Living Faith points out. He was 
descended from Jews and grew up in a 
Jewish home in the village of Nazareth in 
Galilee. We owe a debt of gratitude to the 
Jewish people, because it was from them 
that Jesus, whom Christians believe was 
our saviour, was descended. Paul echoes 
similar sentiments when he says, “But if 
some of the branches were broken off, 
and you, a wild olive shoot, were grafted 
in their place to share the rich root of the 
olive tree, do not vaunt yourselves over 
the branches. If you do vaunt yourselves, 
remember that it is not you that support 
the root, but the root that supports you” 
(Romans 11:17-18). 

We also should remember that many 
of the promises God made to the ancient 
Jews were to them in community. God’s 
promises to Abraham were to him and 
his descendants and the nation that 
would come from him; God brought 
the community of Jews out of slavery in 
Egypt; and the suffering servant suffered 
for a nation. It was through the Jewish 
community that Jesus came and the 
Christians who were blessed by them also 
lived out their faith in community. This 
reminds us that as Christians we are still 
called to live out our faith in community, 
not only in individual churches, but also 
in the communities in which we live. Our 
faith is grounded in community, which 
has a different emphasis than the individ- 
ualistic Christianity that has often been 
popular. We are not called to be rugged 
individualists like the Marlboro Man, but 
to be a communal instrument of blessing 
to the world. @ 


Nancy Calvert-Koyzis is researching 
19th-century women theologians. She lives 
in Hamilton, Ont. 
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Progressive Lectionary FEATURES 


Umbrella-wielding crowds at Whitehall in London, England, attend the 


official Remembrance Day ceremony at the cenotaph. 


Ruth and Remembrance 


RUTH TAKES US INTO A WARTORN WORLD. BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 


It’s Remembrance Day. A lot of preachers 

are uncomfortable today. They don’t know 

what to say. This year the lectionary offers us 

something old that can ring new on this day. 

The story of Ruth, Naomi and Boaz takes 

us into a world of trouble. The book begins 

with Naomi, her husband and two sons 

fleeing their homeland. The problem is not fightin’ war, but 

famine. They’re displaced by circumstances far beyond their 

control. They were probably poor to begin with. They have 
nothing to start with in Moab, but they build a life. 

Then Elimelech dies. Naomi is left with two growing 

boys, Mahlon and Chilion. They marry local girls. With no 


expectation of return to Judah, what does it matter whom they 
marry? Then it matters. Ten years pass. Mahlon and Chilion 
die. Naomi has neither husband nor sons to support and protect 
her. Two women, not of her blood, call her mother. 

Where can Naomi turn now? She doesn’t belong where she 
is. She no longer knows the place where she’s going. She knows 
she must go alone and trust there will be someone who remem- 
bers the old laws to take her in. 

She begs Ruth and Orpah to stay behind, among their own 
people. It breaks her heart, but she has worked out the odds. 
There’s some hope for them in Moab. Three lone, lost women 
in Judah? Two of them Moabites? No chance. 

But Ruth won’t let Naomi go alone. 

What does this have to do with Remembrance Day? In famine 
and in war the poor suffer most. Famine and war send desperate 
people in search of refuge. How can we forget, on this day, how 
women grieve the premature death of husbands and fathers? 
Their grief surrounds us on this day. I see the grieving women > 
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Presbyterian World Service & Development is working with partners around the 
world to provide marginalized and vulnerable people with the tools to break free 
from poverty. Innovative programs in agriculture, health, clean water and 
education are addressing the root causes of poverty to ensure people have real 
hope for the future and develop self-sufficiency in order to make lasting change. 


With the generous support of Presbyterians in Canada, people in need around 
the world are learning how to lift themselves out of poverty and forge new 
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on the monument at Vimy and imagine 
Naomi and Ruth, turning from Moab, 
toward Judah. 

Our reading today jumps ahead in 
the story and propels us toward its happy 
ending. Let’s not rush. Let’s think about 
what the lone, lost, grieving women 
have to do to survive. Naomi is crafty, 
and willing to do whatever it takes to 
find Ruth a husband who will support 
and protect them both. She knows 
enough about the old laws to identify 
Boaz as a hot prospect. He’s rich, and 
kind, and observant. He knows to leave 
the leftovers of harvest in the field for 
the poor. Maybe he’ll take up his legal 
obligation as kinsman to Elimelech and 
marry Ruth. 

Naomi hedges her bet. Boaz has 
already seen Ruth, but he hasn’t seen 
her all made up and dressed for... For 
what? To place Boaz in a compro- 
mising position! “Uncover his feet,” 
says Naomi. Crawl up under the duvet 
and... “Uncover his feet” is a quaint Old 
Testament euphemism for what often 
happens when one healthy, attractive 
person crawls into bed with another. 

The storyteller tells us Naomi’s calcu- 
lation and manipulation, and Ruth’s 
seduction of Boaz, are all right because 
things turned out well in the end. Ruth 
became David’s grandmother. And the 
great king’s sexual ethics weren’t exactly 
the most highly tuned, either. 

On this Remembrance Day let’s give 
some thought to the casualties of war 
who survive and have to fight their own 
battles to live on in wastelands. Who 
flee to find safe homes, often only to 
run again. For trouble knows no borders. 

Let’s not forget the men and women 
who did their duty, often had to 
compromise their values, were victims of 
circumstances beyond their control. But 
who did the right thing, even if it cost 
their lives. Let’s not forget the grieving 
women, the widows who live on, who 
still struggle and can never forget. & 


Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches at the 
Atlantic School of Theology. 


The Calvin 


Lectures 


FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER HIS BIRTH, 
THE REFORMER STILL GETS PEOPLE TALKING. 


BY JEFF LOACH 


CALVIN@500: THEOLOGY, 
HISTORY, AND PRACTICE, 
edited by Richard R. Topping 
and John A. Vissers 


I would have loved ts si 


through these lectures, which were given 
at St. Andrew’s Hall, Vancouver, and the 
Presbyterian College, Montreal, in the 
fall of 2009 to celebrate the 500th anni- 
versary of John Calvin’s birth. I’m sure 
there was more to be learned from asides 
and questions that followed than could 
be gleaned from the lecture notes. 

Much of this book could serve as a 
good primer in Calvin studies. There is 
some overlap between chapters, as can 
be expected when no two authors know 
exactly what the other will use in the way 
of examples and illustrations, but this in 
no way detracts from the usefulness of 
the book. 

There were only two things that 
detracted, as I see it. The first—an 
unusually glaring error for a publication 
of this nature—is the number of spelling 
mistakes and scripture verses that are 
improperly cited. These appeared, 
surprisingly, in almost every chapter. 
Should a second edition be printed, I’m 
sure they could be corrected by either the 
editors or the publishers. 

The other problem came in Dr. 
Torrance Kirby’s lecture, which was 


clearly aimed at the academic 
community and left me 
exhausted. I did not find his 
subject matter or his presentation 

of it compelling. Further, I was 

left reaching for both the English 

and Latin dictionaries far more regularly 
than should be expected. Thankfully, 
this was an exception rather than the 
rule among the lectures. 

I would not suggest that either of 
these things discourage anyone from 
purchasing and reading this volume, 
however, because the positive aspects far 
outweigh the negative ones. 

Several of the chapters were written 
by people who are or have been working 
as pastors, and the degree of practicality 
they bring to aspects of Calvin’s life 
and work is eminently refreshing. Of 
particular interest to me were several 
subjects: Rev. Dr. Gerard Booy’s chapter 
on The Holy Spirit in the Thoughts of 
John Calvin, which demonstrates the 
biblical nature of Calvin’s understanding 
of the Holy Spirit—an aspect of his faith 
that is often overlooked today and, 
sadly, ignored by many Presbyterians. 
Rev. Dr. Jason Zuidema’s chapter on 
Calvin as Apologist is worth a read for 
both its theological and historical value. 
How many of us have really heard of 
Nicodemites? I think that was a section 
of church history I missed when I was 
in seminary! Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris’s 


Book Review FEATURES | 


Calvin@500 


Theology, History, and Practice 


EDITED BY 


RICHARD R. TOPPING 
JOHN A. VISSERS 


chapter on Calvin and the Preaching 
of the Lively Word was both engaging 
and entertaining, providing the only 
moments of out-loud laughter in the 
entire book; it served as an exceedingly 
good summary of Calvin’s thoughts on 
preaching. 

Several of the other chapters provided 
food for thought on aspects of Calvin’s 
life that we might not think to consider, 
such as his role as a refugee, as a pilgrim 
and as an abolitionist. Overall, the book 
covers an impressive breadth of Calvin's 
life and thought. 

The highest praise I can give a book 
comes when it not only teaches me and 
refreshes me, but sends me hunting 
for other primary or secondary source 
materials for further reading. In large 
part, this book has done just that, and 
I recommend it highly—particularly 
for clergy, but also for others interested 
in the study of the father of Reformed 
Protestantism. 


Rev. Dr. Jeff Loach is pastor of St. Paul’s, 

Nobleton, Ont., and an adjunct instructor 
in spiritual theology at Tyndale Seminary, 
Toronto. He blogs at passionatelyhis.com. 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING AT IONA PACIFIC? BY DENNIS HOWARD 


* am a middle-aged man who is in the early stages of 
a second career. I have passed through many doors 
in my time. But when I met the Jewish Rabbi who 
is on the faculty of my theological college, many 
more doors opened in my mind. 

Why does Rabbi Robert A. Daum work at the Vancouver 
School of Theology, a Christian theological college on the 
campus of the University of British Columbia? In order to 
answer the question I needed to understand the thinking 
behind this. 

I started with VST’s principal, Rev. Dr. Wendy Fletcher. 
Fletcher talked about VST’s philosophy of expanding students’ 
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knowledge and understanding of other faith traditions. She 
was careful to note that this was not an attempt to water 
down anyone’s beliefs or to sink to the lowest common faith 
denominator in order to promote peace in the valley. Rather, 
the hope was that giving future church leaders better insight 
into the life of the “other” would help to promote respect for 
all people’s faith traditions; and this respect would lead us 
to identify areas of mutual concern where we could all work 
together in an inter-religious way. 

Fletcher said it is important to do work in areas of 
common interest without compromising the particular 
beliefs of either party. We should become conscious of the 
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overlapping concerns of other faith communities. She said 
one of the best ways to get to know one another is through 
direct interaction, where we first identify then work on 
common goals in this world, such as care for the poor or the 
environment. 

My next interview was with Rev. Dr. Harry O. Maier. He 
is the professor of New Testament and Early Christian Studies 
at VST. Maier presented the idea that 
it is useful for people who are learning 
about the Christian faith to study its 
historical origins and development. He 
pointed out that because Christianity 
sprang from the Jewish faith it is 
helpful for the student of Christianity 
to gain increased knowledge of the 
history and practice of Judaism. Maier 
suggested that the most authentic 
way of gaining this type of understanding was through 
engagement with a practitioner who was also a scholar of 
that faith’s origins and traditions. 

Rabbi Daum is the director of the Iona Pacific Inter- 
Religious Centre and associate professor of Rabbinic 
Literature and Jewish Thought at VST. He feels the role of 
Iona Pacific is to remind us that “no religion is an island.” 
(He attributes this idea to Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel.) 
Rabbi Daum said, “I understand this point in two respects: 
the inestimable intellectual value in learning together with 
colleagues who are deeply and knowledgeably engaged with 
other wisdom traditions, and the enormous importance 
of collaborating with people of goodwill across a broad 
spectrum of our shared community and world in order to 
enhance our capacity to address more effectively the critical 
local and global challenges that overwhelm our generation. 

“Far from being an island, Iona Pacific is a bridge, a 
research and teaching centre that sits 


The roll of Iona Pacific 
is to remind us that 
‘no religion is an island’ 


Iona Pacific FEATURES 


to learn firsthand about inter-religious matters and to 
function more effectively as a Christian minister in a 
pluralistic world. 

Daum’s words reinforced ideas alluded to by the other 
interviewees. Iona Pacific’s goal is not to eliminate or even 
to minimize the differences between the faith traditions 
of Christianity, Judaism, Islam and native religions. 
Rather, its intention is to find 
areas of concern shared by people 
of other religious customs. Daum 
suggested that by focusing on these 
common concerns, such as care 
for our environment and the poor, 
and by going further in respectfully 
striving to understand each other’s 
motivations, true and meaningful 
inter-religious work could begin to 
be done. He suggested hope for the health and safety of our 
world and its people could be found in inter-religious work, 
undertaken on these terms. 

It is my prayer that all peoples, acting in good faith and 
coming with integrity to their religious beliefs, might work to 
open this door and allow the full light of God’s love to bring 
us all to a place of peace. I close by offering kudos to VST for 
having the vision both to begin this work of deep learning 
and transformation and the courage to continue to support 
it in the face of questions about the wisdom of offering this 
type of “liberal” religious education. It seems to me that 
Jesus’s ministry spoke to a life of liberality and abundance; a 
liberality and abundance that is meant to be ours when we 
knock on doors and have them opened to us. B 


Dennis Howard is in his third year of studies in the Master of 
Divinity program at the Vancouver School of Theology. 


comfortably and creatively beside its 
two vibrant sister centres at VST [the 
other two being the Centre for Christian 
Leadership and the Indigenous Studies 
Centre]. Iona Pacific facilitates mutually 
respectful inquiry about the place of 
religion in the world, between scholars, 
community leaders and emerging 
student leaders across a broad spectrum 
of faith communities, cultures, and 
institutional partnerships.” 

In@_other swords, wior® me) as a 
candidate for ministry, Iona Pacific 
is about giving me the opportunity 


Protecting those who enrich the lives of others 


Owned by a charitable trust, Ecclesiastical is a unique specialist insurance 
company. Working closely with independent brokers across Canada, we 
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Chaplains at 


TWO STORIES OF PRESBYTERIAN THER@ES, 


I have recently been doing some research 


at the Canadian War Museum. It is obvious that if we Cana- 
dian Presbyterians do not tell our own stories it is unlikely 
anyone else will. It is in that spirit that I offer short stories of 
two of our Second World War chaplains. 

The first of the stories features a man who is probably the 
best known of all of our Canadian war chaplains. 

Rev. John Weir Foote, a Presbyterian chaplain, served both 
at Port Hope, Ont., and Fort Coulonge, Que., prior to signing 
up for duty in the war. At the back of Honorary Major Walter 
Steven’s book, In This Sign, we are given a list of honours and 
awards for all World War II chaplains. At the top of the list is 
the Victoria Cross, followed by, “H/Maj. J.W.Foote.” Foote is 
the only chaplain in Canadian history to be awarded a V.C. 
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AY 


BY STEPHEN HAYES 


We can be assured of the bravery of many of the 800 
chaplains who served our forces in that conflict, and the 
courage of tens of thousands of women and men who 
suffered and died in that war. 

While serving as the minister of St. Andrew’s, Cobourg, 
Ont., I got to know Foote rather well and in May 1988 I 
conducted his funeral, an event made quite spectacular 
by the extensive military presence in the small town. The 
military honours at the funeral of a V.C. recipient are the 
same as those accorded the funeral of a Governor General. It 
was a memorable and moving sight to see all those soldiers 
giving honour to one of their own. In fact, Foote talked very 
little about the war and in his exceedingly few references he 
insisted that he was not a hero. But clearly he was. 
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Thank you for giving a gift through The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada’s Gifts of Change 
program. These gifts really do change lives — 
both here in Canada and around the world. 


Each financial example shows you what your 
donation can achieve. No matter what you 
choose to support, you can be sure your funds 
will be used effectively and efficiently to carry 
out life-changing programs. It is important to 
note that: 
* actual costs of the examples may fluctuate 
depending on current and local market 
conditions, 


* your gift will help our partners carry out the 
overall goals of the program. 


Give Christmas, anniversary, birthday or memorial gifts 
and we will send a Gift Card on your behalf! 


You can give a gift online at 
www.presbyterian.ca/giftsofchange, 

by calling the office with your credit card 
information or by sending a cheque, 

payable to The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
and marked with the appropriate code. 


Thank you for your support! 
Hie i ccc: wat acsnping Together we are changing people’s lives. 


of the projects you can support ' 
through Gifts of Change. The Presbyterian Church in Canada 


A complete list of projects 50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
can be found online at 1-800-619-7301 or 416-441-1111 


www.presbyterian.ca/giftsofchange 
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Give a gift that matters! 


Choose Projects: 
PROJECT NAME AMOUNT 


Personal Information: 


Name: 


Address: 


City: Province: Postal Code: 


Telephone: Email: 


Would you like us to send a Gift Card? 
Please include the gift recipient’s name and address, and we will send a gift card on your behalf. 


Name of Gift Recipient: 


Address: 


City: Province: Postal Code: 


Payment Method: 
LJ Cheque (Please make cheques payable to The Presbyterian Church in Canada, and include the project code in the memo line. ) 
[J Visa [_] Mastercard 


Name on card: 


Credit card # Expiry date: / 


Give online, by phone or detach this coupon and mail it to: 
Gifts of Change 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1J7 
416-441-1111 or 1-800-619-7301 


Thank you for your generous support! 


www.presbyterian.ca/giftsofchange 3 


Wah’ Va 


nadian Ministries supports mission and outreach programs 
across Canada in new church development, chaplaincies and native, 


refugee, rural and inner-city ministries. The following projects complement 
the work being accomplished through your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing. 


tai 


Welcome a Ketugee (M31 

Help refugees fleeing violence, conflict and 
poverty to rebuild their lives in Canada. Your 
gift helps Action Réfugiés Montréal match 
vulnerable refugee women with volunteers, 
facilitate private sponsorship, and support 
and visit people held in an immigration 
detention centre near Montreal. 


$40 buys one month of telephone cards for 
people in detention 

$60 provides one month's transportation 
for volunteers visiting the detention centre 
$65 trains volunteers in cross-cultural 
communication and the Canadian refugee 
claim process 


$100 builds community and a sense of 
belonging when refugees and volunteers 
meet together 


ul ges of Healing cM24 
Help PCC native ministries work to 
restore relationships and provide vital 
services to Aboriginal people in 
Canada. Your gift will help provide 
counselling, healing circles, parenting 
classes, after-school programs, shelter, 
food, clothing and other basic needs. 


\ 


$10 provides a meal for someone 
who is homeless 


\ 
\ 


$25 provides a basket of food for 
a food bank 


$50 supports 
counselling 
and parenting 
classes 


4 : www.presbyterian.ca/giftsofchange 


Bring Hope to Inner City Children (M38 
Help bring hope to Canada’s poverty-stricken inner cities. Your gift helps provide youth with 

after-school programs, summer camp, tutoring, counselling, sports facilities and the opportunity 
to build healthy relationships and self-esteem. 


$7 buys transit tickets for a child to attend programs for one week 


$40 provides one month of healthy snacks for a child in an 
after-school program 


$75 provides an activities coordinator for one day 
$100 provides a scholarship for one child to attend day camp 


on 


afl 


Give the Gift of a Smile cM34 


Help some of Toronto’s most marginalized people gain self-esteem. 
Your gift will help Evangel Hall provide free 
dental services to people living on the street, 
giving them the confidence to rebuild their lives. 


$23 provides one x-ray 
$110 extracts a tooth 

$200 provides a complete oral exam 
$700 provides a root canal 


a Help Feed the Hungry M39 


er 


Help bring the good news of Jesus Christ to First Nations people living in inner city 
Saskatoon. Saskatoon Native Circle Ministry's “Feed My Sheep” program provides food 
and friendship, and offers life skills training and tutoring programs. 


$25 buys a meal for a table of guests who drop in for food and 
community 


$50 buys gas to shop for food and supplies for one week 


$100 buys books and supplies for one student who is working 
to complete their grade twelve GED standing 


$150 provides food for a cooking class 


SF 


A gift in any amount will make 
a difference for all of these projects. 


ev’ 
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Presbyterian World Service & Development is the 
development and relief agency of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
PWS&D’s sustainable development programs help communities around 
the world overcome poverty. Find out more at www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd. 


Sowing the Seeds of Food Security PWAGRO1 


Subsistence farmers in developing countries often work hard 
on small plots of land, struggling to provide food for their 
families. Your gifts provide not only food for today, but also the 
skills to improve crops, conserve resources, reduce 
vulnerability and earn an income. 


$44 provides tools to reconstruct canals for irrigation 

$57 helps a woman start a small vegetable garden 

$150 provides a goat and feed 

$170 provides baby chicks and supplies for raising chickens 
$250 provides a veterinary kit 


Fresh Water Renewal PWH20 


You can help a community access a sustainable 
water supply and proper sanitation facilities in 
order to prevent the spread of waterborne illnesses, 
enable children to attend school and provide both 
drinking water and irrigation for crops. 


$30 installs a household latrine to promote 
better health 


$500 trains a village 
water committee on well 
maintenance and water 
conservation to ensure 
water for the future 


$3,300 builds a village 
well or rainwater tank 


Meee 
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Make a difference around the world! 


Learning and Earning a Way Out of Poverty PWESBO1 


Low incomes and a lack of access to credit and savings is a major barrier for 
people — especially women — trying to lift their families out of poverty. 
Your gifts ensure marginalized people can access literacy, vocational and 
business management training in order to start their own businesses, earn 
income and discover new opportunities. 


$20 helps one person become literate 


$360 provides a vulnerable youth with 
vocational training and employment skills 


$1,000 supports a group of women to start 
and manage a savings group 
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_ Many of ese programs are 
‘ qeeponea in partnership with 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, 
a coalition of 15 church-based , 
_ agencies working together 
to end hunger. 


From Sickness to Strength PWHEAO1 


Millions of people suffer from poor health and preventable illnesses due to 
inadequate access to health care, high medical costs and limited knowledge 
about what symptoms require professional attention. Your gifts help bring 
health care to remote villages, tackle prevalent 
childhood diseases and empower communities 
to prevent the spread of HIV and AIDS. 


$15 provides a mosquito net 
$120 provides care to a person living with or 
affected by HIV and AIDS 

$640 provides health care to a remote village 
through a mobile health clinic 


Rs Mg 
he 
: 
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A gift in any amount ensures PWS&D is abl 
where the need is greatest and helps kee; 


SUNDAY SCHOOL CHALLENGE: 


Healthy Babies, Happy Moms 


PWSSC04 


Take part in the PWS&D Sunday School 
Challenge and help make lasting 
improvements to the health of vulnerable 
women and children. Mothers will learn 
how to improve their health and better 
care for their babies so women and 
children survive childbirth and babies 
grow to become strong and healthy. 


$330 trains a nurse how to help mothers 
deliver and care for new babies 


Responding to Emergencies PWEMRGO1 


In times of crisis, people flee for their lives, leaving behind food, shelter, 
livelihoods, animals and belongings. They face hunger, disease and exposure 
to the elements. You can respond to disasters, war and persecution by helping 
provide immediate relief, emotional support and long-term rehabilitation. 
Through PWS&D’s refugee sponsorship 
program, refugees are also given the chance 
to rebuild their lives here in Canada. 


$85 supplies one family with an emergency 
food package, lasting one month 

$230 provides a winterized shelter kit for a 
displaced family 
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) respond 


lministrative costs low. 


A Classroom for Every Child PWEDUO1 


While we may take education for granted, many children 
in the developing world — especially girls — will never 
have the opportunity to go to school, yet education is 
one of the most critical tools in breaking cycles of 
poverty. By opening classroom doors and providing the 
necessary supplies, you help children reach their full 
potential and access better opportunities for the future. 


$20 provides after-school tutoring for one child from a low-income family 
$96 trains a caregiver in early childhood development 
$790 provides sports equipment to childcare centres for one year 


Starting Life Right PWMOMo1 


In Malawi and Afghanistan, child and maternal 
mortality rates are among the highest in the world. 
You can help change this reality by supporting 
improvements to health care systems and 
empowering women to make informed decisions 
about their health, ensuring women and children 
survive childbirth and lead healthier lives. 


$24 trains one male motivator to actively take part in the welfare of his family 
during pregnancy, labour and delivery, and train other fathers in the community 


$300 provides a bicycle ambulance 

$2,760 supplies a health centre with medicine and supplies for one year 
$4,500 builds a delivery room in Afghanistan* 

*With additional funds provided by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) 
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International Ministries sends mission personnel and supports 
leadership development, evangelism and innovative church programs of 
church partners around the world to fulfill the worldwide mission of Jesus 
Christ. The following projects complement the work being accomplished 
through your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing. 


Raise a Roof IMMA04 


Many churches in Malawi need roofing materials in order to finish churches 
they have built by hand using pick axes, shovels and hand-made bricks. 
Your gift will help congregations purchase 
corrugated iron sheets and other supplies 
to put a roof over their heads! 


$10 buys one sheet of corrugated iron 
$6,000-$8,000 builds a roof 


x al = Equip New Ministers with Books IMMA06 


Everyone knows that many people in Africa are 
hungry. But did you know that people in Africa are 
also hungry for the gospel? Your gift will help 
provide new graduates from Zomba Theological 
College with a start-up library of resource books, 
including a Bible commentary, Bible dictionary, 
systematic theology book and counselling 
handbook. 


$20 buys a one-volume Bible Commentary 


$20 buys a one-volume Bible Dictionary 
$100 buys a “start up” library of seven books 
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Make a difference around the world! 


Share the Gift of Music IMRO02 


Your gift will help students from the Hungarian Reformed Theological Seminary 1 ff 
in Cluj, Romania travel throughout Transylvania, sharing the gospel message : 
through music. Help the students reach out and minister through song. E E 


ahs 
kines 


$50 pays for programs and advertising 
for one community concert 


$75 buys 20 copies of new sheet music 


$100 provides transportation for a short 
choir excursion 


$200 records a choir concert, enabling 
the choir to reach a much larger audience 


Translate the Bible 


{MMU01 (Mauritius); 
IMNI04 (Nigeria); IMTA01 (Taiwan) 


Did you know there are still some \2 4 
people who cannot read the Word of 
God in their own language? Your gift in 
any amount will help with translation 
and printing costs so that people in ] 
Mauritius, Nigeria and Taiwan can 1 
read and understand the Bible ina if 
language that speaks to their heart. : 
$2 helps print the New Testament in 
Creole (Mauritius) 

$10 helps print a Bible in Igbo, Ezaa 
or Izii (Nigeria) 


$15 helps print a Drekay, Paiwan, 
Bunun or Hakka Bible 
(Taiwan) 


i artnet 
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Find more projects online at 
www. ee ca/ siftsofchange 


Rebuild Christian Schools |MROO1 (Romania); IMHU01 (Hungary); IMUK01 (Ukraine) 


The Christian schools of the Reformed Church in Eastern Europe have only recently been 
reopened after years of neglect under the Communist regime. Your gifts will help the Church 
repair buildings and purchase updated equipment and school supplies so that they can 
continue to offer youth a quality education in a Christian environment. 

$20 buys school supplies for an elementary school student for one year 

$30 buys school supplies for a secondary school student for one year 


$500-$2,000 helps repair school buildings 


Buy a Minister a Bike 
IMKE01 (Kenya); IMMA01 (Malawi) 


In Kenya and Malawi ministers must 
often travel considerable distances to 
teach and visit congregations in rural 
and remote areas. Your gift will help 
purchase bicycles so that ministers can 
share God's love with more people. 
$25 provides 

bicycle repairs 

$80 buys one 

standard bicycle 


$150 buys one 
mountain bike 
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The actual citation includes the following account: 
“Honorary Captain John Weir Foote ... was regimental 
chaplain ... with the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry at Dieppe 
on the 19th August, 1942. Upon landing on the beach under 
heavy fire, he attached himself to the Regimental Aid Post ... 
During the subsequent period of approximately eight hours, 
while action continued, this officer not only assisted the 
regimental medical officer in ministering to the wounded, 
but time and again left this shelter to inject morphine, give 
first aid and carry wounded personnel from the open beach 
to the Regimental Aid Post. On these occasions with utter 
disregard for his personal safety Honorary Captain Foote 
exposed himself to an inferno of fire and saved many lives 
by his gallant efforts.” We then 
read that he refused an offer to 
escape from the beach on one of 
the boats returning to England, a 
decision that could well have cost 
him his life but in fact led to about 
three years of imprisonment in a 
German prisoner of war camp. 

Actually, he spent time in 
no less than three camps, often 
preaching to as many as 1,000 
men on a Sunday. His presence 
there would have been invaluable 
spiritually and, through leadership, 
he helped keep up camp morale. 
In addition to services, Bible studies and pastoral work, he 
was involved in many other activities. One camp went on to 
have not only a theatre group, but an orchestra, lectures and 
educational efforts. Hundreds of men took the University of 
London matriculation examinations, all conducted under the 
supervision of the chaplains. Foote was also allowed to visit 
one day a week at the large prisoner of war hospital in Stargart. 
In February 1945, as the Russians approached, the camp was 
evacuated and for 37 days the men marched westward and 
ended up at Stalag 10B, near Bremen, where they remained 
until liberated by the British on April 29, 1945. 

When Foote was freed he worried that he might be 
punished for having allowed himself to be captured. Instead, 
he discovered he was famous, a hero whose actions humble 
us still. He donated his V.C. to the Canadian War Museum 
in Ottawa. Amazingly, we actually have a photo of him and 
others surrendering to German troops taken on a street in 
Dieppe; it’s a group of about 25 men with arms raised. 

My second story comes from Chaplains in War and Peace, 
edited by Michael Hadley, and concerns another Presbyterian 
chaplain, H/Capt. J.M. “Jock” Anderson. 

This event occurred about two years after Dieppe at the 
time of the Normandy invasion. The medical officer was 


PHOTO: Rev. John Weir 
Foote was awarded 

a Victoria Cross for 
his valour during the 
Second World War. The 
Presbyterian chaplain 
was on the beach 
during the attack on 
Dieppe and, after his 
capture, he spent about 
three years in various 
prisoner of war camps. 


Chaplains FEATURES fe 


killed and things were desperate. Anderson pitched in and 
bravely helped with the wounded. As with all chaplains, his 
work involved burying the dead. The book tells us, “On one 
occasion he chose a nice-looking church and graveyard on the 
top of a hill to be the final resting place for one of the unit's 
young officers. When the grave was opened he returned to 
invite the commanding officer to the funeral. The commander 
was aghast. ‘Padre,’ he said, ‘that hill is still in German hands 
and usually under machine gun fire!’” 

Nonetheless Padre Anderson went ahead and conducted 
the funeral on that hill. We can imagine the service was on the 
brief side, but also conducted with courage and dignity. 

On another occasion the same padre entered a farmhouse 
and in his best German shouted, “Is anybody in there?” Ten 
unarmed German soldiers emerged with their hands high in 
the air. As the author wrote: “The chaplain had taken his first 
prisoners.” 

As we recall our chaplains from the Second World War it 
is good to remember that H/Col. J. Logan-Vencta served as 
principal chaplain from December 1945 until May 1946. He 
is also warmly remembered today as the former minister of St. 
Giles, Ottawa. The list of honours and awards for chaplains 
also includes these Presbyterian names, many whose memory 
is still very much with us: 


WC: H/Major J.W. Foote 

0) BE: H/Col. J. Logan-Vencta 

M.B.E. H/Major G.D Johnston 
H/Major R.C. Creelman 

M.C. H/Captain G.M.Jamieson 


H/Major J.F.Goforth 
H/Capt. D.C.Smith 
H/Capt. J.M. Anderson 
H/Capt. D.P.Rowland 
H/Lt.-Col. J.A.Munro 
Bar to the Military Cross 
H/Capt. J.M. Anderson 
Mentioned in Dispatches 
H/Col. J. Logan-Vencta 
H/Capt. D. P. Rowland 
H/Major P.W. Murray 
H/Capt. N.F. Sharkey 
H/Lt.-Col. J.A. Munro 
H/Capt. F.G.Stewart 
H/Capt. C.H. MacLean 
In remembering those who died, a grateful nation also 
remembers all who served and who serve still in our armed 
forces and, not least of all, our military chaplains. @ 


Rev. Dr. Stephen Hayes is a retired minister living in Ottawa. 
He once served as chaplain to the Black Watch in Montreal. 
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When I graduated from Sunday school, 


there was no youth programming in my church. Nor would 
the session allow my sister and me to start a youth group 
without adult supervision. Fortunately, my sister is persis- 
tent and my mother is kind. She agreed to support us on our 
quest. She also took us on a five-hour drive to our first Pres- 
byterian Young People’s Society weekend; it was the catalyst 
that transformed our youth group frém a small, improbable 
family affair into a vital, ongoing ministry. 

There is no single experience of PYPS. It has existed 
at local, presbyterial, synodical, provincial and national 
levels, and it once thrived in every synod in the country. To 
describe what it has been, therefore, would be a long and 
difficult task. To describe what it has meant to the church, 
on the other hand, might be attempted. 

In the last decades of the 19th century, our church saw the 
formation of at least 600 independent, youth-directed soci- 
eties. Most of these were 
service-based, with the 
young people gathering 
to fill a need like visiting 
the sick or raising funds 
for the minister’s salary. 
Naturally, when the 
topic came up at General 
Assembly in 1895, it 
formed a committee. 

This set the stage for a century-long relationship between 
the national church and the society, where youth autonomy 
and church influence and support were constantly seeking a 
balance. 

“T think one of the downfalls of the church was the time 
they decided no longer to fund and support PYPS,” says 
Wilma Welsh, who is the clerk of presbytery for Waterloo- 
Wellington. She is also a former overseas missionary, and, 
in 2006, was moderator of the General Assembly. She 
credits all this to her experience in PYPS in the early 1960s. 

“T probably would not be in the church now if not for 
PYPS,” Welsh says. “Many heard the call to ministry. I always 
say that the Women’s Mission Society kept mission alive in 
the church, but I think PYPS kept the church alive.” 

The PYPS that Welsh knew in the early ‘60s was a youth- 
run organization with local, presbyterial, synodical and 
national levels that was supported by the Board of Christian 
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£61 don’t know if the young people 
today have the same opportunity. 
They seem to be all into adult leaders 
now. We didn’t have adult leaders 

to speak of. We did it ourselves 7? 


Education and its assistant secretary, Rev. Robert Percival 
Carter. The time that Welsh refers to when that support was 
lost—or at least altered—was in the early ‘70s, when the 
Board of Christian Education was integrated into the Board 
of Congregational Life. 

“Bob Carter was the staff person and I guess when they 
removed him—my under- 
standing is that there was a 
decision that PYPS would 
no longer exist,” Welsh 
explains. “But then fortu- 
nately some of the young 
people kept it going.” 

The Board of Chris- 
tian Education’s report 
to General Assembly in 
1971 clarifies what happened. “In 1968, the 94th General 
Assembly approved the principle of local responsibility 
in selecting resources for Christian education,” it reads. 
“Providing support for this requires decentralization of 
resources. The national staff of the board was reduced by two 
persons and their salaries are being made available to synods 
for training and developing key leaders within presbyteries 
who might assist congregations.” 

The trend of decentralization was felt in PYPS, and the 
national council broke down in 1972. For a time the Board 
of Congregational Life organized a National Advisory Council 
for Youth Ministry, but funds, board staffing and youth 
participation lagged. Instead the board encouraged synods to 
hire youth directors, which they all did in some capacity by 
1991, although the report notes that there was “no uniform 
pattern of youth ministry either in-program or performance.” 

This move from national to regional responsibility was part 


of a principle “that anything that can be done 
better locally should not be done nationally,” in 
the words of a 1992 report. 

There may be problems with that, suggests Rev. 
Will Ingram, senior minister of St. Andrew’s King 
Street in Toronto. “The camp reports to synod, 
PYPS reports to synod, the synod youth worker 
is connected with synod, and synod is really 
an irrelevant body,” he says. “Other than those 
ministries, the synod doesn’t have that much of a 
role in anybody’s life. It’s not even mandatory for 
ministers to go to synod. It’s on some kind of a rotational basis. 
So how do we even hear what’s happening at PYPS?” 

Ingram was involved in PYPS himself from the mid-‘80s 
until 1993. The leadership opportunities and encourage- 
ment he received there led him to work as a counsellor 
at Glen Mhor Camp, and later as director of Camp Iona. 
“PYPS became the channel through which we got personal 
connections, but also spoke to the wider Presbyterian 
Church and then to the wider world,” Ingram says. “As 
I look back, that was the channel through which a lot of 
other really important experiences emerged.” 

“T don’t know if the young people today have the same 
opportunity,” reflects Valerie Dunn, whose years in PYPS 
in the ‘60s were followed by employment with the WMS 
and the Presbyterian Record. “They seem to be all into adult 
leaders now. We didn’t have adult leaders to speak of. We 
did it ourselves.” 

This is a note that sounds again and again through the 
history of PYPS. 

“PYPS was a big thing because we did it on our own,” 
remembers Audrey McLelland, who attended Ontario-wide 
PYPS rallies between 1937 and 1947. 

“It was an entity unto itself, and they made a lot of the 
fact that it was run by your peers,” says Rev. Donna Carter- 
Jackson, whose father Bob Carter was still involved “on the 
church side of things” during her involvement in the 1970s. 
“We had special ministers and special adults whom we loved 
and who loved us, but part of the great thing of it was that it 
was kids who were totally responsible.” 

“T wonder if our parents really knew what we were doing 
most of the time,” laughs Rev. Dr. Rick Horst, who in his 
PYPS days was “still, I think, living in the light and freedom 
ortheto0s7)).>= 


Remembering 


PYPS 


“We were the only Presbyterian church for 60 or 
100 miles, so PYPS enabled me to encounter more 
of the breadth of the Presbyterian church, for better 
or for worse. | remember at one PYPS convention 
there was going to be dancing, and dancing wasn’t 
considered a good thing in the church | grew up in— 
at least among the leadership. So that was kind of 
an issue.” —REV. CALVIN BROWN 


“| was a real practical joker, and this one time my 
girlfriend and | drove up for part of the weekend ... 
While the guys were at supper, we went into their 
cabins and stole all their underwear. Lawrence 
was in the shower, and we didn’t know that, so he 
didn’t have any underwear. While Anne was driving, 
| sewed up the flies. Then we mailed them back 
special delivery.” —REV. DONNA CARTER-JACKSON 


“| didn’t come from a church with a really large 
youth group. | think there were four or five of us, and 
a lot of them got really active in PYPS. | had friends 
in a Baptist youth group in town and they had 30 

or 40 people in their group. What | find interesting 
is there are a number of people who were in that 
Baptist youth group who are no longer active in the 
church; but from our small youth group, most of the 
people are still active at some level. If you were 

a betting person at the time, you probably would 
have thought that the small, seemingly moribund 
youth group at the Presbyterian church didn’t have 
much going for it and the big, thriving Baptist one 
was great. But in retrospect, and probably partly 
because of our involvement in PYPS, a lot of those 
people stayed active in the church.” » 

—REV. WILL INGRAM 


November 2012 Presbyterian Record 3 


Remembering PYPS 


continued 


“Some of the things you remember—you remember kids 
being picked up by the hands or feet and thrown into Lake 
Simcoe. But you know, they were just such a good group 
of friends that it was really good for all of us ... A lot of 
them went into the ministry. | felt called to stay in the 
church as a layperson—and |’m the only layperson who’s 
ever been moderator of the General Assembly.” 

—WILMA WELSH 


“We got [Michael] ‘Pinball’ Clemens [of the Toronto Argo- 
nauts] to come and speak. He shared his story about being 
a pro football star and a Christian, and about how the two 
came together. | remember at the time this friend of my 
brother’s was a basketball star and had the potential to get 
AA scholarships. He had been hit by a car and was on life sup- 
port. They didn’t think he was going to make it at first, and 
then he ended up recovering. Pinball Clemens came to visit 
him in the hospital. On an interview on the radio later that 
week, he was talking about this friend of my brother's and 
asked people to pray for him. So when | saw Pinball | was able 
to thank him for that and that was really a neat experience.” 
—REV. DEB STANBURY 


“When | was working at the WMS, the woman | was wor- 
king for sometimes said she didn’t know if | was working 
for them or PYPS. In those days we had mimeograph 
machines and I'd bring a bunch of people in and we’d all 
stand around [printing PYPS newsletters]. It’s different 
now. Printing things was expensive then. So you couldn't 
just go out and print something. It was all done by our 
hard work.” —VALERIE DUNN 


“Of course several couples got married from the group.” 
—AUDREY MCLELLAND 


“There was so much in common there. The commonality 
of folk that you would meet was just sort of a solid base. 
We didn’t think it was a place to go cruising for chicks, but 
it certainly happened.”—REV. DR. RICK HORST 
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Asked if the freedom and independence of PYPS influ- 
enced his decision to become a minister, the moderator of 
the 2011 General Assembly replies: “Absolutely. It gave a 
real sense of affirmation and accomplishment.” 

Rev. Deb Stanbury, whose PYPS days ended only in 
2005 and who now works at the Yonge Street Mission’s 
Evergreen Centre in Toronto, feels the same way. 

Stanbury’s time, however, was one of conflict. By her 
day, local and presbyterial societies had disappeared entirely 
and only synod-level conventions remained, organized by a 
youth executive that reported to their synod—in Stanbury’s 
case, the synod of Toronto-Kingston (which is today the 
Synod of Central Northeastern Ontario and Bermuda). 

“I remember there was some nervousness at one point 
about going to the synod,” Stanbury recalls. “The synod 
wanted there to be a little bit more accountability, which 
isn’t necessarily a bad thing. I thought, yes, there are some 
things in the constitution that totally need to be changed, 
and yes, we need really gifted adults to advise us. But at the 
time I think I had a different understanding of where that 
was leading us than where that actually went. It became a 
case of the adult advisor and synod youth consultant leading 
things and bringing some youth into it from behind, which 
completely changed the structure of PYPS.” 

Today, with the disappearance of most PYPS groups, some 
synods have formed their own models of youth ministry. The 
Presbyterian Youth Council in Manitoba was designed around 
the needs of its region, as was the Presbyterian Atlantic Youth 
Synod and Saskatchewan Presbyterian Youth. Only two synod- 
ical PYPS societies—both in Ontario—still organize three 
conventions each year. And only in the Presbytery of Cape 
Breton do we find a handful of local young people’s societies. 

Valerie Dunn is grateful for her years in PYPS, and fears 
young people no longer have the chance to grow through 
being thrust into leadership roles as she was. “Try,” is her 
message to those young people. “Even if you’re scared half to 
death, try. How many chances do you get to do that?” 

Well, actually, PYPS still offers some chances like that. 
At least, it did a few years ago. 

I entered PYPS with no experience of youth ministry 
and with a frustration that I wasn’t able to serve my church 
in any way except as a Sunday school teacher (and even 
that was with adult help). PYPS opened up a whole new 
world for me. By the end of our first weekend, the worship 
director had discovered that my sister and I could sing, 
and recruited us to help lead praise songs. At my second 
weekend, I was given a discussion group to lead. At my 
third, I was invited to attend the leadership retreat, where 
I was startled to find myself asked to join the executive 
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as communications director. A year before, I had known 
nothing of the church outside my own congregation. Now 
I found myself in contact with every church in my synod. 
It was an alarming change in some ways—communications 
is not my comfort zone—but it was a good experience. A 
growing experience. 

At home, too, things changed. With each successive 
PYPS retreat, my sister and I had enticed more and more 
friends to come along, and we soon had a solid half-dozen 
members for our youth group. The praise songs we had 
learned and loved became material for a new band that 
our church indulgently listened to before and after services 
once a month. As we improved they asked us to supply an 
anthem, then a children’s hymn, and even an entire service 
once or twice. It wasn’t that anyone wanted to see contem- 
porary music take over our worship. But the congregants 
did want to see the youth in church, and the youth wanted 
to be wanted. 

And that, I think, is where all of this comes full circle. 
In the late 1800s, the young people organized themselves 
because they wanted to do something useful. They wanted 


to serve. My youth group—my local young people’s society, 
if you will—organized itself to serve its church with music. 
And it still does, every month, even though none of the 
original members are left. I shared our story at a presbytery 
meeting once, hoping to encourage other churches to do as 
we had done. We would help introduce them to PYPS, and 
support them in building their own youth group, with its 
own mission. 

“That’s great,” said one minister, “but we can’t do that. 
We don’t have any youth.” 

Neither did we, I wanted to tell him. Give them some- 
thing useful to do, and they’ll come. Make them feel 
needed. Give them, as the convener of the London Presby- 
tery Committee on Young People’s Societies wrote in 1899, 
“something to live for, something to do, worthy of young 
men and women.” Because “where a society has something 
to live for ... it thrives.” I 


Erin Woods was the Record’s 2011 editorial assistant and student 
writer. She is a member at Calvin, North Bay, Ont., and currently 
lives in Toronto. 
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31. — Francis E. Clark founds 
the Young People’s Society 

of Christian Endeavor in 
Portland, Maine, and inspires 
worldwide imitation. In the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
some societies call themselves 
Christian Endeavour while 
some use other names; 
almost all are mission-based, 
with the youth providing 

a service to their church 

or community. 


5 — General Assembly 
strikes a Committee on Young 
People’s Societies to monitor 
the groups and bring them “into 
more vital connection with the 
Supreme Court of the Church, 
and into harmony with the 
genius of Presbyterianism.” 
1899 — The committee reports 
its first concern about the 
“apparent decline of interest in 
the Young People’s Societies” 
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but notes that the young people 
have still donated $12,861, only 
$64 less than the previous year, 
to “the schemes of the church.” 
1902 — The committee 
introduces a constitution for a 
Presbyterian Guild, which they 
hope will gradually replace the 
diverse societies and make 
them both more uniform and 
more Presbyterian. The guild will 
eventually become as popular 
as Christian Endeavour, but will 
not supplant it. 


1904 — A long relationship 
between young people’s 
societies and missionaries 
begins when the committee 
recommends that presbyterial 
unions, which are appearing all 
over the country to support their 
member societies and organize 
conventions, undertake “the 
partial or full financial support 
of a missionary in the Home 


or Foreign Field.” A manual for 
young people’s societies is also 
released. 


5 — Membership begins to 
increase again. 


> — The first Young People’s 
Day is celebrated. 


1909 — A “very chaste button” 
bearing a burning bush and the 
words “Presbyterian Y.PS.” is 
designed by the committee at 
the request of the youth. 


1911 — The committee makes 
it a policy for every synod to 
have an annual Summer 
school for leadership training, 
mostly among the young 
people. The official policy of 
the young people's societies 
is stated: “To enlist, develop, 
and train for service the 
60,000 young people 
connected with our church.” 


1912 — The committee is 
amalgamated into the Board 
of Sabbath Schools and Young 
People’s Societies. The board 
produces a list of standards 
to which all societies should 
adhere. 


1914 — The board appoints an 
associate secretary to focus on 
young people’s societies. 


1916 — The board reports 86 
fewer societies, which is “not 
surprising owing to the very 
serious depletion of our young 
men owing to enlistment in the 
Empire’s service.” 


1917 — Educational work 

is promoted by Presbyterial 
Institutes, where “workers 

are gathered in small groups 
under presbytery auspices and 
leadership, and given instruction 
in the church’s plans.” Many of 
those who attend Presbyterial 


Institutes are Young People’s 
Society members. 


1918 - The first of five 
regional secretaries is 
appointed. 


1920 — Eleven summer 
schools and camps are held 
to train leaders, with plans 
for 20 the next year. 


1924 - There are 4,597 
local societies with a total 
membership of 103,462 
young people. The board 
notes that, to keep interest 
alive among youth, churches 
should “be urged to give 
more responsibility to the 
young people in raising their 
share of the budget of the 
congregation.” 


1925 — The United Church 
is created; 70 per cent of 
Presbyterian churches join 


the new denomination. 

A much-reduced Board 

of Sabbath Schools and 
Young People’s Societies 
operates from the vestry of 
its convener’s church; 448 
societies remain. 


1926 — The acronym PYPS 
appears as the board 
promotes an 

emphatically Presbyterian 
Young People’s Society. 

A “distinctly Presbyterian pin” 
is designed and made 
available in celluloid, 
bronze, silver or gold, 

with “most attractive 
designs for ladies.” 


1927 — The board asks 

for official presbyterial 
organizations to be formed 
and issues a constitution for 
those organizations that will 
“enable the young people to 
promote their own work.” 


1931 — Several PYPS 
presbyterial and synodical 
organizations purchase, 
lease or are given tracts of 
land for summer training 
camps. These include 
Camps Kintail and Glen 
Mhor. The board encourages 
all regions to form synod- 
level organizations in 
order to “pave the way for 
a Dominion-wide young 
people's organization.” 


1935 — Provincial 
organizations begin to appear 
and host regular rallies. 
These will later give way to 
synod-level organizations 
that more closely mimic 

the structure of the church 
government. 


1936 — A Young People’s 
Handbook is released for 
those who want it, but 
societies are encouraged to 


develop their own program 
where possible. 


1939-1944 — The number 
of societies falls from 649 
to 342 as young men enlist 
and young women take on 
wartime responsibilities. 
The young people’s annual 
contribution of over $3,000 
to church missions is 
maintained. 


1947 — A Dominion Youth 
Conference is held but the 
time is not deemed ripe for a 
nation-wide organization. 


1952 — Owing to its 

increased involvement in 

adult education, the Board 

of Sabbath Schools and 

Young People’s Societies 
changes its name to the 

Board of Christian Education. 
The first National Young 
People’s Society conference »> 
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is held and its constitution 

is submitted to the General 
Assembly for approval. 

NYPS will be funded by its 
members and hopes to raise 
a yearly $10,000 contribution 
to the church budget. 


1953 — Rev. Robert Percival 
Carter is appointed to the 
new position of assistant 
secretary to the Board 

of Christian Education. 

He assumes “special 
responsibilities in the work 
with young people, adult 
groups, and leadership 
education.” Every synod now 
has a synodical organization, 
each of which generally hosts 
four conventions and at least 
one training camp each year. 


1958 — The Board of 
Christian Education and PYPS 
co-operate in a study of the 
changing conditions of youth 
work. Local PYPS societies 
are increasingly rare but 
activities and missions at 
presbyterial, synodical and 
national levels flourish. 


1967 — The Centennial 


Commission, which 

offers grants during the 
100th anniversary of 
Confederation, gives PYPS 
$4,000 for travel costs in 
“Project Understanding;” 

16 delegates from various 
societies participate in 
exchanges with other synods 
during their Thanksgiving 
Convention. Presbyterian 
College, Montreal, hosts a 
Presbyterian youth hostel for 
youth attending Expo ’67. 


1968 — General Assembly 
approves “the principle 

of local responsibility in 
selecting resources for 
Christian education.” 


1969 —- The Board of 
Christian Education asks, 
“Does the Presbyterian 
Church need a Board of 
Christian Education?” It 
begins to decentralize 
resources and downsize staff. 


1971 — The National Young 
People’s Society is dissolved. 
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The national mandate for a 
youth mission contribution 
is lost. 


1974 — The Board of 
Christian Education is 
integrated into the Board 

of Congregational Life 

along with the agencies for 
Evangelism and Social Action 
and for Stewardship and 
Budget. An intended eight- 
person staff is reduced to 
seven. 


1975 — The Board of 
Congregational Life organizes 
a National Advisory Council 
for Youth Ministry to be 
financed by the board and 

by Congregational Life 
Committees in each synod. 
The young people of the NAC 
are intended to meet twice 
yearly to advise the board 
and the advisory committee 
about youth involvement in 
the church. 


1980 — Official youth 
involvement “in the Church at 
the national level” consists 
of the NAC and Young Adult 
Observers to the General 
Assembly. Some synod 

PYPS organizations begin to 
disappear. 


1981 — It is decided that the 
NAC should meet only once a 
year to reduce travel costs. 


1982 — The Board of 
Congregational Life 
implements cutbacks in staff 
and funding. NAC funding is 
lost. 


1986 — The number of 
permanent executive staff on 
the board is reduced to five. 


1987 — The church launches 
a pilot project with synod 
youth directors. PYPS is 
expected to report to synod. 


1989 -— The board, now 
merged with the Committee 
on Church Growth, 
recommends that the NAC be 
revived but meet only once 
every three years. 


1991 — All synods have hired 
youth directors, either full-time 
or part-time, although some 
programs have been disrupted 
and one is “in doubt.” 


1992 — The Life and Mission 
Agency is formed and takes 
over the mandates of the 
Board of Congregational Life, 
the Board of World Mission, 
the Board of Ministry and the 
Presbyterian World Service 
and Development Committee. 
Youth work falls under the 
portfolio of Education for 
Discipleship and involves 
supporting synods, 
encouraging participation in 
Triennium youth conferences 
and working with Youth in 
Mission. 


2000 -— The first national 
Canada Youth conference is 
organized. 


2008 — The Vine absorbs 
the work of Education for 
Discipleship. 


2010 — Two synodical 
societies remain: the Synod 
of Southwestern Ontario 
and the Synod of Central, 
Northeastern Ontario and 
Bermuda. 


2011 — The Vine is 
amalgamated with Canada 
Ministries. The PYPS 

of the Synod of Central 
Northeastern Ontario and 
Bermuda cancels its Spring 
Fellowship weekend. 


2012 — The third installment 
of Canada Youth takes place 
in July. 
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EDUCATION 


PREPARING MINISTERS TO RESPOND TO NEW CHALLENGES. 


Engaging with 
the World 


Presbyterian College, Montreal 


eminaries, like congregations, tend to 


come in their own unique flavours and 
no two are ever quite alike. They are 
shaped by their contexts, their resources, and 
hopefully by a vision that sets them apart. 
For Presbyterian College in Montreal, 
close collaboration with McGill University’s 
Faculty of Religious Studies is a rich and 
significant part of the context. The partner- 
ship allows our students to interact with the 


wider academic community and, already 
in their formative steps towards ministry, to 
wrestle firsthand with the hard questions that 
are being asked of religion in general, and 
of the Christian faith in particular. Ronald 
Heifetz writes in his work on leadership 
that the goal of leaders is not to find the 
right answer, but to help a group ask the 
right questions. We believe the process of 
engaging in the broader questions of the 
world, even those critical of faith, prepares 
our students to better minister to individuals 
and congregations that are also living in a 
world that is often either critical or apathetic 
about matters of faith. 

The sense of Christian community encou- 


raged by our faculty is a second important 
element of the context at Presbyterian 
College. Students see models of faith living 
out spiritual engagement, academic commit 
ment and compassion. From the regular 
meals and chapels that we attend as a 
community to our yearly mission trip to Cuba, 
students learn to share their differing perspec- 
tives and their gifts one with another. While 
the students work together to contribute much 
needed resources to a seminary and several 
churches in Cuba, they get to see cutting 
edge missional ministry. 

These, and other elements of our context, 
including the changing needs of the Canadian 
church, have led us to three new initiatives. > 


EDUCATION 


First, a new strategic plan is emerging. 
Its core vision involves crafting theological 
education that will resource and prepare 
leaders for a changing church in a changing 
context. We believe there is an urgent need 
for missional leadership and for approaches 
to theological education that support and 
encourage congregational renewal and 
development. 

This new approach is leading to a 
second initiative: developing a summer 
leadership institute, open to lay leaders, 
clergy, and students, which will share ideas 
and research in congregational leadership 
and build strong collegial teams where 
ongoing support can be the norm rather 
than the exception. 

Our third initiative is to further develop 
the mentoring program for recent graduates 
in their early years of congregational ministry, 
which had already begun through a grant 
from the Avondbloem Experimental Fund. At 
present, three active groups already include 


half a dozen graduates each and are led by 
seasoned mentors with significant congrega- 
tional experience. Our job as a seminary 
is not done when students graduate. Our 
mandate is fulfilled when new ministers maxi- 
mize their gifts and leadership skills to build 
and lead healthy congregations. In the end, 
the effectiveness of the ministry and witness 
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
is only as strong as its congregations. ™ 
presbyteriancollege.ca 


A Place with 
a Purpose 


Knox College, Toronto 


hen thinking of Knox College, 
one can easily recognize the 
that 


inextricable — link exists 


Equipped 


for every good work 


| Considera — ee 
octor of Ministry 

y Distance Education 

. from Canada's largest 
- Theological Consortium 


Academic Excellence. 
Ecumenical Environment. 
Rooted in Ministry. 

Online Collaborative Learning. 
On-Campus Summer Intensives. 


Application Deadline: 
December 15, 2012 
Toronto School of Theology 
dmin.office@utoronto.ca 
416.978.6754 


www.tst.edu 


Elder's ibn s tit u te 


“St. Andrew’s Hall 


eldersinstitute 


INTRODUCTION TO 
Lay MINISTERY 


Online Course 
This two-part online course is 
for ruling elders and lay leaders 
who serve in churches in 
various capacities and are 
learning the skills of ministry 
along the way. 


JANUARY 14 - Aprit 19, 2013 


Instructor: Rev. Dr. Roberta Clare 
Registration Fee: $200 


This course consists of two 6-week sessions 
with a 2-week break in between. 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
1-866-794-8888 


Toll-Free: 


between the mission, the vision and the 
building itself. 

As the 100th anniversary of 59 St. 
George Street approaches, we realize the 
work of this building has been to shape 
leaders for our church and communities. 
From ministers to missionaries and deaco- 
nesses, and from politicians to architects 
and medical professionals, leadership has 
been exemplified in the lives of so many 
Knox College graduates and residents over 
the years. 

Knox proudly carries out its mission by 
educating students for Christian ministries 
that the church needs to fulfill its calling. 
Equally, it prepares academics for the 
kind of Reformed scholarship that will help 
shape the future of both church and society. 
Both are accomplished by providing an 
education that develops theological minds 
to engage the sources and traditions of the 
Christian faith and the realities of the church 
and world in which those sources and tradi- 
tions are lived out. 

From the earliest conceptual moments, 
59 St. George Street has never simply been 
a building, but a vision for the church that 
a building can symbolize. It is an institution 
that actively embraces the religious vision it 
has inherited. It embodies it and perpetuates 
it for tomorrow. 

Knox College houses and cultivates the 
religious ideal of the Reformed Presbyterian 
tradition, a progressive Protestantism that 
invites ancient traditions and modern thin- 
king into dialogue, calls for social justice, 
and works steadfastly to overcome cultural 
barriers that threaten human dignity. The 
legacy and values of our denomination, 
and its understanding of faith and ministry, 
are respected and made available to future 
generations within this building. 

Principal Gandier, the force behind the 
building’s vision and its construction, said 
Knox was to be a centre of sacred learning 
and of practical training while also being 
a warm vitalizing hub of spiritual life and 
missionary effort. He also believed Knox 
must be in touch with the students of the 
university and have a more direct influence 
on the educational, social and religious life 
of the student body. 

These were, and remain today, vital 
words. They are words that say so very 


PHOTO COURTESY OF KNOX COLLEGE 


much about place and purpose, mission and 
vision, reality and hope. 

From the Caven Library, students need 
only to glance through its windows and look 
out onto a campus and city with diverse 
values; they can be drawn into contemplo- 
ting their role as theologians and residents 
of a Christian college and what impact their 
learning can have on the future of our world. 

Wrapped perhaps in different words, 
this vision remains today —Faith Matters. 

Knox College continues to have a signi- 
ficant role to play in communities across 
Canada and on the global stage. Our 
building is a living testament to our faith in 
Jesus Christ and a witness to his work in a 
world that too often neglects the significance 
of the religious. Our faculty and our students 
are in the right place—in a building steeped 
in Christian tradition and heritage and in a 
centre of learning and diversity that reflects 
Canadian society. m@ knox.utoronto.ca 
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t. Andrew's Hall, a theological college 

of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, 

is located on the beautiful campus of the 
University of British Columbia in Vancouver. 
Despite our recent extensive building 
program, our primary purpose and goal is to 
not build structures but to build leaders for the 
church now and in the coming decades. 

St. Andrew's seeks to enrich the church 
by providing leaders aware of and trained 
to address the rapidly changing religious 
and cultural landscape in Canada. Just 
as our congregations need to adapt to 
new realities while maintaining the time- 
less truths of the gospel, St. Andrew’s is 
committed to preparing leaders—both mini- 
sters and elders—who are deeply formed 
in an understanding of the Christian faith, 
who can guide congregations in a culture 
that proclaims indifference to the gospel yet 
thirsts for meaning, who are not afraid of 
the major changes our denomination faces 
over the next generation but sees them 
as opportunities to bring us closer to » 
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The Presbyterian College, Montreal 
invites applications and nominations for the position of 


PRINCIPAL 


We are an autonomous theological college of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, affiliated with McGill University and member of the Montreal 
School of Theology with the Montreal Diocesan and United Theological 
Colleges. 


A complete position profile is available at the College. Nominations and 
applications, accompanied by a curriculum vitae and names of three or 
more referees, should be submitted prior to December 15, 2012, to: 


The Rev. Victor C. Gavino, Convener, 

Search Committee, The Presbyterian College 
3495 University Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2A8 
Phone: 514-288-5256; Fax: 514-288-8072 

Email: info@presbyteriancollege.ca 


In accordance with Canadian immigration requirements, this advertisement is directed to Canadian 
citizens and permanent residents. The appointment is subject to approval by the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. The Presbyterian College is an equal opportunity employer. 
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Monday, Feb. I1 to 
Thursday, Feb. 14, 2013 


Presbyterian 
College 
Continuing 
Education 


Missional Ministry 
The Rev. Dr. Kevin Livingston 
| Associate Professor 
of Pastoral Ministry 
Tyndale University College 
& Seminary 


Ministry With Respect 
| The Rev. Dr. Clyde Ervine 
Senior Minister 
Central Presbyterian Church, 
Hamilton, Ontario 


The Spiritual Journey of the 

| Self and of the Congregation 

The Rev. Dr. Hams Athanasiadis 

| Minister 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church, 
North York, Ontario 


Reconciliation As Mission 
Ms. Lori Ransom 
| Senior Advisor, Church Relations, 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada 


info@presbyteriancollege.ca 


Jesus, and who can effectively teach the 
tradition and doctrine of the Reformed 
church when fewer are familiar with it. 
St. Andrew's wants to advocate for the 
Christian faith by investing in the leaders 
of tomorrow and supporting the leaders 
of today. 

St. Andrew's joins in the ministry of 
Jesus Christ by performing four separate 
vocational tasks: theological education 
for Presbyterian ministers through our 
longtime association with the Vancouver 
School of Theology, lay leadership educa- 
tion through the Elders’ Institute, campus 
ministry outreach to University of British 
Columbia students, and Christian hospita- 
lity to all who live in our residences. 

In order to provide excellence in all 
of our vocational duties, St. Andrew’s 
has brought together several exemplary 
Presbyterians to teach and encourage the 
leaders of today and tomorrow. Rev. Dr. 
Stephen Farris is the dean of St. Andrew’s 
and serves as professor of Homiletics. Rev. 
Dr. Richard Topping, previously the senior 
minister at the Church of St. Andrew and 
St. Paul, Montreal, serves as St. Andrew’s 
Hall professor of Studies in the Reformed 
Tradition. Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwenberg, a 


former moderator of the denomination, 
serves as the director of Denominational 
Formation for Presbyterian students. Rev. 
Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls serves as dean 
of studies at Vancouver School of Theology 
and professor of Old Testament Studies. 
Rev. Dr. Roberta Clare is both the director 
of the Elders’ Institute and a teacher in the 
area of Pastoral Theology and Christian 
Education. We are actively seeking a 
person for full-time campus ministry. 

The general state of St. Andrew’s 
is strong. Over the past few years we 
have had record numbers of Presbyterian 
students coming and graduating with 
theological degrees. We have continued 
elder participation across Canada in 
the Elder’s Institute’s series of lectures, 
workshops and online courses. Our last 
several years have provided operational 
cash surpluses and significantly increased 
capital reserves. We have now built a 
new college chapel and administration 
building to provide ministry opportunities 
for decades to come. These strengths 
greatly help us to provide the church with 
strong leaders who can be faithful servants 
to Jesus Christ in new and effective ways. 
@ standrews.edu 
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Congregations Matter 


CHRIST IN CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND MISSION. BY JOHN VISSERS 


Quer the Years, 1 have had 
the privilege of serving as a pastor 
in three congregations within the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. The 
first was a new church development 
in suburban Vancouver, the second 
was a small rural congregation in 
Ontario, and the third was a large 
urban church in downtown Toronto 
adjacent to the university. 

_ Being a minister of the gospel is 
central to my vocational identity. 
I love being a theological teacher 
within this denomination but there 
are days when I deeply miss the front- 
line work of congregational leader- 
ship. When that happens, I console 
myself with the reminder that those 
called to theological education have a 
sacred trust to educate and equip lead- 
ers for congregational ministry. 

As a denomination we’re begin- 
ning to understand in new ways that 
congregations matter and cannot be 
assumed. We know that many of our 
congregations have far fewer mem- 
bers than they did 50 years ago. We 
also know that the number of con- 
gregations within the Presbyterian 
Church is declining. 

With this in mind, the 138th 
General Assembly enthusiastically 
adopted a motion put by Rev. Dr. 
Clyde Ervine of Central, Hamilton, 
to “go on record as giving priority 
to the reimagining and renewal of 
congregations.” 

In an eloquent and passionate pre- 
amble to the motion, Ervine reminded 
the General Assembly that in the New 
Testament the forming of local con- 
gregations was the goal of the earliest 


I love being a theological 
teacher within this 
denomination but there 
are days when I deeply 
miss the frontline work of 
congregational leadership 


disciples as they preached Christ cruci- 
fied and risen. The New Testament was 
written, he pointed out, “mostly to 
help those early congregations.” Our 
own Reformed tradition has empha- 
sized that the church is to be found 
where the gospel is preached and 
sacraments are rightly celebrated, “in 
local, concrete, embodied communi- 
ties called congregations.” 

What does congregational renewal 
look like? Well, thankfully we have 
some excellent examples within our 
denomination. Vital congregations 
have a strong sense of identity and 
purpose. They know who they are and 
whose they are as God’s people. They 


are led by gifted and courageous lead- 
ers willing to take risks. 

Vital congregations are commit- 
ted to bearing witness to Jesus Christ 
in word and deed. They long to see 
women and men and young people 
and children fully alive in Christ. 
Everything they do—worship, evan- 
gelism, discipleship, justice, teaching, 
mission—flows from this centre. In 
short, vital congregations know the 
gospel and are unashamed to show it. 

That said, it’s not easy being the 
church in a way that challenges post- 
Christian, secular Canada with the 
claims of Christ. It means making a 
major paradigm shift. Renewed con- 
gregations are reimagining their role 
as distinctive counter-cultural com- 
munities. They know they are called 
to follow a distinctive Lord in distinc- 
tive ways. They have moved from 
thinking about the church as an insti- 
tution to thinking about the church 
as a movement. 

At its best, the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada is a connectional church in 
which congregations constitute the 
fundamental fabric of our life as a 
denomination. In recent years we’ve 
been struggling as a denomination to 
develop a new national mission and 
vision statement. It seems to me that 
a sustained focus on Christ-centred 
congregations might be a good place 
to start. 

In Christ, 

John Vissers @ 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is principal of 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
jvissers@presbyterian.ca 
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To make People & Places submissions, email: peopleplaces@presbyterianrecord.ca 
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Cariboo House Church Ministry, Cariboo-Chilcotin, B.C. 
Three weeks after they became the first lay missionaries in the 

PCC commissioned to serve communion, Bruce Wilcox and Ginny-Lou 
Alexander celebrated the Lord’s Supper at a session meeting in September. 
Here Bruce reads scripture while Ginny-Lou breaks the bread. 


Claude, Caledon: Ont. 


This year, the annual church picnic was held 
at an old barn with an historical connection 
to the congregation: their first minister, Rev. 
Coutts, lived on the property back in the mid- 
19th century. Here, the church gathers for a 
group shot on the barn’s steps. 


Camp Geddie, New 
Glasgow, N.S. 

During the inaugural service 
at the Donald Walker MacKay 
Chapel, two staff climbed a 
fence to attach the new sign. 
Peter McLean and Marcel 
d’Entremonth were among 
175 guests who gathered to 
honour the ministry of Rev. 
MacKay, a lifelong friend of 
the camp and its director 
from 2002-2005. He passed 
away in the summer of 2011. 
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Knox, Listowel, Ont. 
Last November, director of 
music, Agnes-Marie Henderson 
released Journey in Song,a 
collection of original songs 
that feature more than 12 
vocalists, many of whom 
attend Knox. Surrounding her 
here—she's seated front and 
centre—are the musicians 
and crew who helped Agnes 
share her new songs at the CD 
launch at Knox. For more info 
see dampmusic.ca. 


Knox, Oshawa, Ont. 

After graduating from Ewart College more than 40 years 
ago, Rev. Dr. Lynda Reid embarked on long and dedicated 
journey of ministry. She has served as a Christian education 
consultant in a variety of contexts and in 2005, she received 
an honorary doctorate from Knox College in recognition of 
her many contributions to the national church. Here, Lynda 
celebrates retirement with her home congregation, where 


St. Paul’s, Simcoe, Ont. she has served as minister since 1998. 


When the congregation discovered the 30th anniversary 

of their pastor's ordination was fast approaching, they 

took the opportunity to throw a surprise celebration for 

Rev. lan Shaw and his wife Linda. Here lan wears the same ON OUR WEBSITE: 


St. Luke's, Oshawa, Ont. A pastor in Pictou, N.S., celebrates two anniversaries. 
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We pack Market Place 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


DSR HARCOURTS LID. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H14 
Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


BULL AS since 1904 
GLASS un. 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


1-519-058-0724 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


Robemakers and Tailors 
Custom tailored clergy robes, 
Choir gowns, vestments, academic robes 


1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel: 416-503-1288 www.crownex.com 


Does your new employee read the 


Presbyterian Record? 


Find out! 


Place your employment ad in our next issue 
and find the perfect candidate fast. 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 


or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1LO. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 

Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
e traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
‘enquiries invited 


| 471 Newbold Street, 
London, Ont. N6E 1K4 
(519) 649-7225 
Fax: (519) 649-7226 
ESTABLISHED @AdWardsglassco@on.aibn.com 
1920 _— www.edwardsglass.net 


> Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


THE 
ARTHRITIS 


PROTECTIVE 
GLAZING 


SINCE 1979 
97 Wharncliffe Rd. S. London, Ont. N6J 2K2 


Toll Free 877-575-2321 
www.sunrisestainedglass.com 
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Ministry Opportunities 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 
Merigomish, N.S., St. Paul’s and Westville, 
St. Andrew’s; Two-point charge; Interim 
Moderator Rev. lona MacLean, 17 Prince St., 
PO Box 1840, Pictou, NS BOK 1HO; 
902-485-4298; ionamac@eastlink.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND EASTERN 
ONTARIO 

Montreal, Cote des Neiges; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Dan Shute, Presbyterian 
College, 3495 University St., Montreal, QC 
H3A 1A8; dshute@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Montreal, The Church of St. Andrew and St. 
Paul; Associate Minister; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 University 
St., Montreal, QC _H3A 2A8;514-288- 

5256 extension 202; pastoralstudies@ 
presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Richmond, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Full-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Kelly Graham, 5533 
Dickinson St., Manotick, ON K4M 1A6;613- 
692-4228; revkgraham@gmail.com. 

Winchester, Ont., St. Paul’s; Chesterville, St. 
Andrew’s; Morewoogd; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO Box 131, 
Maxville, ON KOC 1T0; 613-538-2582; 
jim_olga@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 
ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Markham, Markham Chinese; Full-time 
associate minister for English-speaking 
ministry; Interim Moderator Rev. Sam 
Priestley, 19 Elm Lea St., Markham, ON L3P 
3MB8; 905-294-1633; sam.priestley@bell.net. 

Nottawa, Emmanuel; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 
206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 705- 
424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oro, Trinity Community; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Jim Sitler, 1003 Cherish Creek Lane, 
RR 3, Bracebridge, ON P1L 1X1; 705-645- 
5650; cherishcreek@sympatico.ca. 

Pickering, Amberlea; Co-Interim Moderator 
Rev. Jeremy Bellsmith, c/o Burns 
Presbyterian Church, 765 Myrtle Rd., 
Ashburn, ON LOB 1A0; 
jeremy@burnschurch.org. 

Scarborough, Melville; Interim Moderator 


Rev. Dennis Cook, c/o St. Timothy's 
Presbyterian Church, 97 Burcher Rd., Ajax, 
ON L1S 2R3; 905-683-6122; 
dencook@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Bayfield, Knox; Part-time; Interim Moderator 
Rev. John Henderson, PO Box 824, Exeter, 
ON NOM 186; 519-235-2608; henderson. 
johncharles@gmail.com. 

Brantford, Alexandra; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Chris Little, 64 
Blandford St., PO Box 99, Innerkip, ON NOJ 
1M0; 519-469-3904; clittle@execulink.com. 

Burlington, Knox; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Robert Docherty, c/o Knox 
Presbyterian Church, 461 Elizabeth St., 
Burlington, ON L7R 4B1; 905-333-3013; 
revbob.docherty@gmail.com. 

Dresden, St. Andrew’s and Rutherford; Full- 
time minister for two-point charge; current 
video of you preaching/leading a worship 
would be an asset; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Douglas Cameron, 251 Duncan St., 
Wallaceburg, ON N8A 5G5;519-397-9132; 
pastordoug-im@thosecamerons.com. 

Jarvis, Knox and Walpole, Chalmer’s; Full-time 
minister for two-point charge; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Cathy Kay, 101 Chapman St. 
W., Port Dover, ON NOA 1N0; 519-583-2344; 
kay.clanS@gmail.com. 

Stoney Creek, Heritage Green; Half-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. John Hibbs; 35 
Giffin Rd., Dundas, ON L9H 7N5; 905-627- 
9080; jayhibbs@cogeco.ca. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 
NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Kenora, Ont., Anamiewigummig-Kenora 
Fellowship Centre; Executive Director; Peter 
Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, MB 
R3K 0L1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mymts.net. 

Winnipeg, First; Interim Moderator Peter Bush, 
197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3K 0L1; 
204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mymts.net. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND THE 
NORTHWEST 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Comox Valley, Comox Valley; Interim 
Moderator Rev. John Green, 579 Grayson 
Rd., Campbell River, BC VOW 6K3; 
revjohngreen@gmail.com. 

Vancouver, Vancouver Taiwanese; Interim 
Moderator Dr. Ted Siverns; 604-530-2401; 
tsiverns@lightspeed.ca. 

Victoria, Trinity; Interim Moderator Rev. 

Irwin Cunningham, c/o Saanich Peninsula 
Presbyterian Church, 9296 East Saanich Rd., 
North Saanich, BC V8L 1H8; 250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. 


Obituaries 


Barclay, Reverend Major (Ret.) Leslie, 
passed away peacefully in his sleep in his 
86th year at Victoria General Hospital on 
September 4, 2012. 

He began his ministry in Avonton, 
Ont., followed by Windsor, Ont. He then 
joined the RCAF as a chaplain. For 20 
years he served in various posts in Western 
and Northern Canada and overseas with 
the Canadian Peacekeeping Contingent 
in the Golan Heights and Egypt. Upon 
retiring from the Canadian Forces he 
went to Yellowknife as a northern 
missionary for the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. After three years there he 
accepted a charge at Knox, Sooke, B.C., 
from which he subsequently retired. 

A memorial service took place 
on September 12, 2012 followed by * 
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We sack Obituaries 


interment at Hatley Memorial Gardens, 
Colwood, B.C. 


Fourney, Rev. Lloyd William, 1943- 
2012. Lloyd William Fourney was born 
in Cornwall, Ont., on April 1, 1943. 
He was blessed to know the value 
of a cohesive, loving family, lively 
community life and the encouragement 
and Christian example of his church 
family at St. Andrew’s, Lancaster, Ont. 
Lloyd’s Loyalist heritage, his love of 
home, history and tradition returned 
him often to visit the Fourney farm and 
family and his home church where he 
was ordained to Christian ministry by 
the Presbytery of Glengarry in May 1969 
and where he preached his last sermon 
in May 2012 on the occasion of its 225th 


anniversary. 
After ordination, Lloyd was 
appointed to St. Andrew’s, North 


Battleford, Sask. (1969-72) and then 
called to St. Mark’s, Moose Jaw and 
Knox, Briercrest, Sask. (1973-83). In 
April 1983 Lloyd was inducted as the 


10th minister of First Presbyterian 
Church, Edmonton, and there served 
for 19 years until 2002; he became 
minister emeritus a few years after 
his retirement due to health issues. 
Lloyd’s ministry at downtown First 
Church thrived on his many challenges 
to understand and assist people in 
their concerns and needs regardless 
of their position, whether within 
the congregation, within the local 
community or in some unbearable 
situation across the world. From 1986 
the care of newcomers and refugees 
was a special outreach of compassion 
and service. Patiently persevering in 
hope, driven by his sense of justice, 
his inclusive acceptance and a growing 
knowledge of sponsorship processes, 
Lloyd helped change many a life for 
the better. 

In all commitments related to church 
courts at every level, including his 
term with Presbyterian World Service 
and Development, Lloyd’s diligence 
and effectiveness has been noted. In 


To feature your employment opportunity please contact 
Caro! McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 
or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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Knox Presbyterian Church, Burlington 
Invites applications for the position of minister 
of a dynamic congregation of 325 members 
located in the heart of the city. 
Priorities include: 

* Leading worship and preaching * Personal and Spiritual development 
¢ Pastoral oversight * Mission and Outreach « A zest for church growth 
If you feel that God may be calling you to us, please send your profile to: 

Rev. Bob Docherty, Interim Moderator 
461 Elizabeth Street, Burlington, Ont. L7R 4B1 
email: revbob.docherty@gmail.com 


905-309-3603 


recognition of his work, Lloyd received 
an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
from Presbyterian College, Montreal, in 
May 1999. Lloyd embraced the role of 
guiding, caring and loving the generation 
that would follow. 

He treasured time spent with sons 
David and Daryl and later regularly 
talked with his sons and followed 
their progress. He loved to spend 
time with and eagerly followed 
news of grandchildren. Lloyd and 
Mamie Dawson married in July 1988. 
Mamie’s family, Karen, Keith and her 
grandchildren received the same gentle 
attention from Lloyd. Lloyd and Mamie 
enjoyed 24 years supporting each other 
through illness and loss, work and 
recreation until Lloyd’s recent passing 
on August 29, 2012. We now treasure 
his memory and example. 

Carry on! Carry on! 

Fight the good fight and true; 

Believe in your mission; 

greet life with a cheer; 

There’s big work to do and 

that’s why you are here; 

Carry on! Carry on! 

Let the world be the better for you; 

And at last when you die, 

let this be your cry; 

Carry on, my soul! Carry on! 

(Robert Service) 


Walsh, Deborah Joyce, a member who 
was very active in the life of Mount 
Pleasant Presbyterian Church, Mount 
Pleasant, Ont., passed away on August 
3, 2012 at the age of 61, after fighting 
ovarian cancer for over five years. 


Wilson, Donald Lawrence, at the age 
of 83 on May 20, 2012, this faithful elder 
for 36 years at St. Paul’s Presbyterian 
Church, Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., went 
to his heavenly reward. Don was the 
beloved husband of the late Jean and 
cherished father of Donna Jean Ault and 
Ken. Don will be remembered as the “go- 
to historian” of St. Paul’s, for his generous 
heart and his sense of humour. & 


Gifts of Change 


A new edition of the Gifts of Change catalogue is here— 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada’s guide to giving 
meaningful gifts that help people in Canada and around 
the world! Gifts of Change provides unique gift ideas that 
can have a powerful impact on the lives of others. Want to 
give a gift in someone's honour? Let us know and we'll send 
them a gift card on your behalf. 


For the full list of projects, visit www.giftsofchange.ca 
Gift examples: 


° $20 helps a person from a developing country 
become literate. 


¢ $40 ensures that an inner city child in Canada receives 
healthy snacks in an after-school program. 


© $85 provides a family with an emergency food 
package following times of crisis and disaster. 


e $57 helps a woman in a developing couniry start a 
small vegetable garden to improve her family's 
nutrition. 


. e $100 buys a “start up” library of seven books for a new 
Gift ideas from The Presbyterian Church in Canada * 2012-2014 minister in Malawi. 


Order free copies today! 


To order, contact The Book Room — 
1-800-619-7301 or bookroom@presbyterian.ca _ 


oc. cacica¢ --- —<s - 
Now Available BORE, EK OST cell ta, | 


The calendar includes pictures of our 
Canadian Presbyterian ministry in 
Canada and around the world, key 
Canadian dates of observance, unique 
PCC Sundays and the 2013 common 
lectionary. 


Purchase individual copies or order the 
calendar in bulk for: 


¢ Elders to distribute while visiting 


* congregational or youth fundraising 
initiatives 


¢ gifts for visitors or speakers. 


For 1-49 copies: $2.50/each, plus tax 


For 50+ copies: $2.25/each, plus tax hus The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
aS www.presbyterian.ca 
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Kerrisda 
PYPS at 


SOCKS ARE. OPTIONAL 
BY NANCY CUTT 


Some musically-inclined PYPS 
members at Camp Douglas. 


Thus May Kerrisdale, Vancouver, hosted a 


50th anniversary reunion bash for the Kerrisdale Presbyterian 
Young People’s Society, 1960-1965. 

Of course there were youth groups at Kerrisdale before 
and after this time period. This particular group was started 
by three boys from church families: Barry Morris, Frank 
Koldewijn and Alex Caldwell along with Tom Itter and Bob 
McWilliams from the Young Life Group at Magee High School. 

Through the high school group, their faith grew and 
became a real part of their lives. Alex’s parents noticed the 
difference and offered to sponsor a church-based young 
people’s group. With a core of approximately 12 teenagers 
(who had grown up through Children of the Church, 
Explorers, Canadian Girls in Training, Scouts, junior choir 
and Sunday school) the Sunday evening meetings began. 
They soon grew as, in the spirit of the early church, members 
invited their school friends and neighbours to join. An 
attendance of 50 or more on Sunday evenings in the church 
lounge was not unusual. 

Through a wide variety of different events and activities 
over the years, Kerrisdale members met those from West Point 
Grey and St. Columba, Vancouver, St. Aidan’s, First and Knox, 


The young people pose on the steps at camp. 


New Westminster, and Brentwood, Burnaby. Many of them became deaconesses or worked in the local church offices. 
often joined us Sunday evenings. These include Robin Ross, Jim Statham, Ken Oakes, Bruce 
Many of us were married at Kerrisdale by Rev. Dr. Harry Heal, Tom Aicken, Bob Johnson and Howie McPhee. Barry 
Lennox. In fact many met their life partners through the Morris, one of the founding members, is currently serving with 
youth group activities. There are several 40-plus year marriages — the United Church’s Longhouse Council of Native Ministry in 
represented. This is far above the national average. Vancouver. 
Many of the members from these years went into the 
ministry in the Presbyterian or United Church, and others Nancy Cutt grew up at Kerrisdale, Vancouver. 
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continued from page 50 


As Linda, Chelsea and I watched the 
serene scene on the dock, over on the 
island there was someone else watching. 
Baldy the Eagle was high atop his eyrie 
on Eagle Island and with his eagle eye 
he spied an easy dinner to be had—a 
fish for the taking. He left his perch and 
slipped out the back door. We could see 
him slowly and secretively beating the 
air for elevation as he disappeared north 
up the valley. If you didn’t know the 
game, you would never have guessed 
what Baldy was up to. 

The picnic on the dock continued 
serenely for 10 more minutes with all 
three otters completely and obliviously 
ensconced in enjoying their fish, 
the sun and each other. And then, 
suddenly a bald buzzard fiercely ripped 
the air, yellow talons fully bared. The 
otters didn’t even look up. Apparently 
oblivious to the threatening eagle, 
at the very last minute they all just 
calmly slithered through the slot in the 
ice, taking their fish with them. Baldy 
reacted almost too late, nearly drilling 
his beak into the dock. Somehow he 
managed to frantically back-peddle 
with his wings and grab just enough 
air to avoid complete disaster. The last 
we saw of him he was beating his tail 
feathers back to the island, chirping 
shrilly to himself in frustration. Three 
lovely furry heads innocently watched 
him from their slit trench in the ice. 
And then they calmly climbed back 
onto the dock to preen themselves and 
squeak and chortle to one another. 

Illegitimis non carborundum. That 
seems to be the calligraphy that appears 
on the otter family crest. “Don’t let 
them grind you down.” That’s how the 
otters play the game. I’ve watched them 
hunted by wolves, hounded by coyotes, 
harassed by eagles and it never stops 
them from doing the weasel hop and 
sliding on their bellies in the middle of 
the frozen lake, often right under the 
eagle’s eyrie. It never prevents them 
from wrestling with each other as they 
play tag near an open air hole in the 


4. : 


What keeps coming up 
again and again 
in scripture Is the 
concept that through 
my faith in Christ, 
God is changing me 


ice. It never impedes their rocketing 
head first on their bellies down an otter- 
slide. It never thwarts their floating 
down the lake in a family circle as the 
young kits splash and play in its centre, 
sunlight glinting off the water droplets 
like diamonds as they form the classic 
“ring of bright water.” A group of otters 
is called a “romp,” and that about sums 
up how they live and play the game. 

I desperately need to learn the way 
of my chosen clan, to live an otter way. 
As I write this Linda and I are hiding 
out on one of the Gulf Islands after 
an intense time where we have felt 
seriously ground down. And as I heal 
and write, it comes to me that most of 
what grinds me down is rooted in self- 
centredness; taking myself and what | 
do, and other people and what they do, 
far too seriously. This is an old pattern 
in my life, one that in part drove me to 
faith in the first place. It grinds away at 
my innards and my outtards, skewing 


For the Journey Hi 


my perspective, stealing my ability to 
live well, if at all playfully. But how 
does a person change? The answer 
seems to me to go far beyond choosing 
and changing lifestyles or giving myself 
a serious attitude adjustment. 

So I have been examining this 
question in terms of the centre of my 
life, which is my faith in Jesus Christ. 
What keeps coming up again and again 
in scripture is the concept that through 
my faith in Christ, God is changing me. 
In all of these scriptures the concept of 
being changed or given a rebirth from 
God is symbolically enacted in baptism 
as an outward sign of what God is doing 
inwardly through my faith in Christ. 
Jesus talked about it as being “born 
again” or being “born from above” by 
the water and the Spirit John 3:3-S). 

How am | changed, reborn, given 
perspective, saved from my old self- 
centredness? Paul says by the inward 
working of God’s Holy Spirit. “The 
Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the 
dead, lives in you. And just as He raised 
Christ from the dead, He will give life 
to your mortal body by this same Spirit 
living within you” (Romans 8:11). But 
what I am rediscovering on this quiet 
windy island in the sea is that, though 
there is all the power of creation and 
resurrection in the Holy Spirit of God 
working in me, there is also a gentleness 
that seems to await my consent to be 
changed. And the more frantically | 
work at everything the more I lose 
sight of this. This has been a week of 
giving consent, of change, of gaining 
perspective and of learning again how 
to live and play the game. 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through 

the wilderness, calling and free. 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me 

from placidness, 

Wind, wind on the sea. 

(Book of Praise, 399) @ 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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For the Journey 


The Game 


DON'T LET THE WORLD GRIND YOU DOWN. sy pDavip wesBBeR 


ILLUSTRATION BY BARRY FALLS 


“Mom, Dad, there are otters on the lake!” 

Linda and I both stopped whatever it was that we were 
doing and rushed to the lakeside living room windows. 
Chelsea, who had been doing the morning dishes, was 
peering out the kitchen window and pointing with her 
dripping, soapy hands. 

Sure enough there were a family of otters on the lake, 
three of them lounging on our dock. Otters always lounge, 
unless they are playing full out. Most of the lake was frozen 
over except for an area around our dock just big enough 
for an otter to slither through and clamber up dockside. 
These three had each caught a nice fish and were having 
a delightful family picnic together on our dock. We three 
stood there amazed, reverently watching at our windows. 
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We all love the otters, especially me, definitely more 
than all the other furbearers that we live with on the lake. 
Wolves are a tad too treacherous for my liking; coyotes 
a tad too tricky; beavers a tad too pushy; muskrats a tad 
too anxious; weasels a tad too bloodthirsty. It’s not that 
I dislike these other fur-folk. But I like them in the way 
that you like acquaintances, the kind you can walk out on 
when you have had your fill of them. 

Otters on the other hand are my clan. I never get my fill 
of them. I love them. They remind me of me when I was a 
kid, filled with playful innocence, a healthy self-awareness 
and an honest perspective. What I particularly like about 
them is the way they play the game. And that is what they 
were doing this fine morning. continued on page 49 
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Sitting down, Jesus called 
the Twelve and said, 
“Anyone who wants to be 
first must be the very last, 
and the servant of all” 


He took a little child whom 
he placed among them. 
Taking the child in his arms, 
he said to them, “Whoever 
welcomes one of these 

little children in my name 
welcomes me; and whoever 
welcomes me does not 
welcome me but the one 
who sent me.” 


Mark 9: 35-37 


SeaReR SS, 


A girl delivering water in 
Mpherembe, Malawi. September 2, 2012. 
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There’s plenty of science behind why the 


leaves change colour, but in one sense, | like to 
think of the beauty of autumn as God’s gift of 


compensation for the winter that is to come. 
—Jeff Loach, Passionately His 


I’m reluctant to let go of the more relaxed 


pace of life I've been enjoying through July and 
August. On the other hand, | know deep down 


I’m ready for a fresh start. 
—Evangeline Keeley, Notes of Faith 


t 


t 
ia f 
1 


Rhoda can still see a boat full of communicants 
arriving from the nearby Island of Scalpay. The 
fishing boat would be laden with people of all ages 
and the sound of them singing psalms and hymns 


in “beautiful Gaelic voices.” 
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—Donna Jean MacKinnon, Recipes and Memories 
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Every season has its own beauty. Spring has its 
tulips and strawberries, summer has daisies and. 
raspberries. Fall brings pumpkins and red leaves, 
but winter comes with sparkling white snow and 
holly branches. 

—Kristine O’Brien, The Blooming Reverend 


We have only a small space in front of our home 

where we grow lettuce and potatoes and herbs. Out 

back, there is a large and wild shared garden. It was 

only this month that we discovered the blackberry 

bushes. So baking galore. 

—Katie Munnik, The Messy Table at 
Lam ash 


| think we are sometimes like dogs, gnawing away at 
our troubles, hiding them in places where we think they 
won't be seen, guarding them like they are treasures, | 
would often take those dirty old bones and throw them 
out. Sometimes we need to let God take our troubles 
and throw them out, too. —Patricia Schneider 
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Perpetual Immanence 


MAY YOUR CHRISTMAS BE FILLED WITH JOY AND FORGIVENESS. BY DAVID HARRIS 


there any other time of year 

that brings long lingering 

family grievances into sharper 
focus? The pressure that builds around 
what should be a joyous time goes far 
beyond the stress of buying presents, 
attending too many parties and trying 
to get the house in order for hosting 
a few in return. For too many, getting 
together with family ranks as the big- 
gest stressor. 

It’s not just the quirks of Dylan 
Thomas’s aunts and uncles. No, it’s the 
unresolved hurts and inevitable new 
ones that cut us to the quick, that fill 
us with dread before and anger after. 

The thing is, rarely can the issues 
be addressed in a constructive man- 
ner. The timing is never right over 
the holidays—is it ever?—and even if 
a sweet spot materializes, are we ever 
in the right frame of mind? Or is the 
other person? 

And in the end, is it ever really 
worth it to hold on to most of these 
grievances? 

No. 

“If you stay in that anger for any 
length of time, it will become like a pris- 
on, a place that’s very difficult to leave.” 
On the contrary, “When we choose to 
forgive, we can make the choice even 
though sometimes it’s incredibly diffi- 
cult and sometimes it will take a while 
to get to the path of forgiveness.” 

Those are not abstract ideals. Those 
are the words of Dale Lang. 

On April 28, 1999, Jason Lang, 17, 
was killed in a Columbine-style shoot- 
ing by a 14-year-old boy at W.R. Myers 
High School in Taber, Alta. The event 
shook the country, because we thought 
such events didn’t happen here. 

But out of that event came some- 
thing astonishing and wonderful. 
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‘Tf you stay in 
that anger for any 
length of time, it will 
become like a prison, 
a place that’s very 
difficult to leave’ 


Jason’s parents, Dale and Diane, 
openly prayed for the family and the 
boy who shot their son and forgave him. 

“You don’t have to live with the 
anger,” said Dale. “We prayed and we 
forgave the boy. That was very healing 
for our family.” 

Anne Lamott, an American Pres- 
byterian, echoes those thoughts. She 
writes: “Forgiveness means it finally be- 
comes unimportant that you hit back. 
... If you keep hitting back, you stay 
trapped in the nightmare ...” 

Those are the very nightmares that 


keep us awake at night when we end- 
lessly replay a hurt, real or perceived. 

One way of looking at scripture 
is as a history of a faith community 
moving from a sense of retributive to 
restorative justice in relation to God 
and humanity. 

In almost every early religion, gods 
angered by humans are the causes of 
natural catastrophes. But the story of 
Noah and the flood is an insight that 
God cannot be appeased by anything 
humans do and that God loves and 
cares deeply for creation and humanity. 

Jewish faith develops this theme of 
intimacy, from the immanence of God 
in the Ark to the deeply personal im- 
ages in Hosea of God not punishing 
but calling his people who have strayed 
back into relationship. 

This leads to the Christian under- 
standing of God becoming intimately 
one with us in Jesus and remaining 
with us in perpetual immanence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

In all these efforts, God is constant- 
ly forgiving and moving to restore the 
relationship. And it is therefore a res- 
toration that begins with the wronged 
(God) reaching out to humans (who 
perpetrated the wrong). 

How different that is from so much 
in the world. And yet how restorative 
that would be if we could see forgive- 
ness as the greatest gift we have to offer 
in broken relationships. 

May your Christmas be filled with 
joy and love and forgiveness. 

And may your New Year be filled 
with the grace of healing. m 


David Harris is the editor and publisher 
of the Presbyterian Record. You can 
reach him at dharris@presbyterian.ca. 
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Letters 


write to us 


Exuberance and Joy 
Re Facing the Void, September 
Congratulations to the _ Record’s 
summer intern, Miriam Smit, for a 
very well considered commentary on 
what young people in the church today 
think and what their priorities are. 
The Canada Youth coverage showed 
exuberance and joy in pictures and well 
considered commitment in words. 
EMILY GAYLE AITKEN, TORONTO 


Thank you for the excellent stories in 
the September edition. On the cover 
is Kathryn Blaikie, a CY12 participant 
radiating the joy of that experience. 
Kathryn is a member at the Church 
of St. David, Halifax. She is everywhere 
in our church but really made her 
contribution in teaching Sunday school. 
She and Jessica Bone put hours into 
preparation and made Sunday school an 
exciting place to be. Kathryn graduated 
this spring and was her class valedicto- 
rian, an honour she richly deserved. We 
rejoice that she has gone on to higher 
education in Kingston, Ont., where we 
pray she’ll find a church family that will 
embrace her gifts and talents. 
KENN STRIGHT, HALIFAX 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. 
EMAIL YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS 
ISSUE TO: letters@presbyterianrecord.ca 


Foster Dialogue 
Re West Bank Boycott, November 

I object to Barry Mack’s use of 
unnamed sources to belittle Lester 
Pearson, the implication being that it 
was a mistake for Canada to vote in 
favour of the establishment of the State 
of Israel. I also object to his resort to 
anti-Semitic stereotypes of Jewish greed 
to oversimplify the complex political 
situation faced by Israel today. Rather 
than jumping on the bandwagon 
of a symbolic boycott, a one-sided 
approach that alienates Christians 
from our Jewish neighbours, let us 
instead foster dialogue with Jewish 
congregations locally to explore with 
them the complexities of Middle East 
politics. In addition, the Presbyterian 
Church should continue to honour 
those peacemakers who live in the 
Holy Land, such as Archbishop Elias 
Chacour of the Melkite Greek Catholic 
Church, recipient of our E.H. Johnson 
Award, whose life is dedicated to 
building bridges through schooling 
between Arab and Jewish communities 
in Israel. Chacour’s example shows 
us how we as Presbyterians can » 
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FRONT Letters 


Okay’ So, who would 
like to be Mary for Our 
Christmas play? 


Tf you re Sure: 


ottinsen 


make more of a difference by choosing 
bridges over boycotts and dialogue over 
demonization. 

SANDRA DEMSON, TORONTO 


Barry Mack responds: 

Besides the original 1964 source that 
I cite, the “King of the Jews” quote also 
appears in Andrew Cohen’s 2011 book 
on Pearson. Cohen is a great admirer of 
Pearson and sees it as a compliment. For 
the evolution of Pearson’s views on Israel, 
the best single source is John English’s 
magisterial two volume biography. Peason 
was a pragmatic political realist who was 
very conscious of the balance of power 
and of the fact that Jews voted in Canada 
while Arabs did not. 


One might also say about the “greed 
for land” quote that it was A. C. Forrest’s 
assessment in 1971. Forty-odd years 
later, with Benjamin Netanyahu as prime 
minister and Avigdor Lieberman as foreign 
affairs minister, it doesn’t look too far from 
the mark. 

Situations are always complex when 
people have things they don’t want to 
give back. The situation in South Africa 
was complex for the Boers; it was plain as 
day for blacks. 


Awesome Shot 
Re Timeline: Youth Ministry and the 
National Church, November 

It took two pages to get in that 
awesome shot of the Presbyterian Young 


Please note our advertising 
deadlines for upcoming issues 


February 2013 issue — by December 15, 2012 


(Annual Camp Section) 


March 2013 issue — by January 15,2013 
April 2013 issue — by February 15, 2013 


Carol McCormick 

tel: 905-833-6200 ext. 25 

fax: 905-833-2116 

email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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People’s Society banquet at the Royal 
York Hotel, Toronto, way back in 1938. 
I tried counting but couldn’t. Wow— 
what great news it was then—and alas, 
what bad news it is now. I was involved 
in something similar as a Lutheran back 
in the ‘50s, and it was when God finally 
caught up with me. The key quote by 
Rev. Will Ingram best sums it up: “We 
didn’t have adult leaders to speak of. We 
did it ourselves.” 

JOHN VIBE, ERIN, ONT. 


From PYPS to the Lord 
Re Want Young People in Your Church?, 
November 

As a current member of the Synod 
of Central Northeastern Ontario and 
Bermuda PYPS leadership team, I can’t 
say enough how PYPS has shaped my 
life! If there were one youth gathering 
that you would promote at your church, 
I would encourage you to promote PYPS. 
The family of amazing young people 
that I now have would not have been 
possible without PYPS. 

CARRAGH ERHARDT, ONLINE COMMENT 


It was at Convention in 1962 at St. 
Andrew’s, Parry Sound, Ont., that came 
to the Lord. The PYPS movement of the 
later ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s had a profound 
effect on many, many lives. There are 
many ministers who were called by the 
Lord to that profession because of life- 
changing times at various PYPS events. 


Former PYPSers who have served as 
moderators of our church are Wilma 
Welsh, Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwenberg and 
our current moderator, Rev. Dr. John 
Vissers. At St. Andrew’s, Parry Sound, 
during the past 10 years we’ve held two 
PYPS reunions—an amazing time of 
reconnecting, rejoicing in the Lord and 
giving thanks for so many blessings 
received through the PYPS ministry. 
KARIN BEAUMONT-COWAN, ONLINE COMMENT 


Listening to the Bible 
Re Good Listening, The Messy Table Blog 

You've got me _ thinking about 
the difference between the way we 
approach a typical sermon versus how 
we approach storytelling, or rather, 
story-listening. When we listen to 
stories there is an expectation that the 
story will become part of us, a part of 
our consciousness and our framing of 
the world. There is, as Bean demon- 
strated, the hope that we will be able to 
retell that story ourselves. The power of 
storytelling is universal. But how often 
do we approach listening to a sermon or 
scripture lesson with those same expec- 
tations? Do we take sermons in, letting 
them become a part of ourselves and 
how we view the world, or do we listen 
only to glean something useful, aban- 
doning the rest? For that matter, how 
are we writing sermons? 

And oh but I do love the image of God 
unbending us and calling us by name to 
show how we are Hers. How beautiful. 

DARLENE MCLEOD, ONLINE COMMENT 


Inspired 
Re Church Basement Things, 
Recipes and Memories Blog 

I have my grandmother’s old recipe 
box with handwritten “treasures” in it. 
Donna Jean’s blog has inspired me to 
share these with the next generation. 

I have copied out (not printed out) 
some recipes and will try my hand at 
them soon. Thanks for the memories. 

BEVERLEY SMITH, ONLINE COMMENT 


Letters FRONT 


Sinful Infants 
Re Living in Sin, October 

“How can infants be born sinners 
when they cannot choose to act with 
purpose or intention?” 

What if sin has nothing do with 
choice but has to do with nature? | 
would encourage Dr. McCarroll to 
spend some time around infants and 
toddlers not her own kin and observe 
their behaviour, which I would contend 
is the very definition of originally 
sinful. Selfish and egoistical, uncon- 
cerned with consequences, deceitful 
and prone to rash displays of anger; are 
these not elements and ideas essentially 
at odds with the ethos of Christianity? 
Again, it may not be popular to hear, 
but infants readily testify to humanity’s 
sinful nature. 

The question might be better asked, 
in what ways do they grow beyond it? 

JARED MILLER, ONLINE COMMENT 


Corrections: 

We failed to credit a very important 
contributor to the November PYPS time- 
line. The Presbyterian Church’s Archives 
is a priceless resource not only for the 
denomination but for many researchers 
and historians. Hours were spent in the 
soothing environment of the Archives to 
put together the history of Presbyterian 
youth societies. We regret our oversight. 

And, also in the November issue, in 
a news photograph we flipped the names 
of the Roberts brothers. We thank them 
for their graciousness in not noting our 
error; and we thank the eagle eye who 
alerted us. So, Johnmark stands next to 
his dad, Earle Roberts, and Bruce is next 
to Johnmark. @ 


online extra 


Let the conversation continue. 
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Evangel Hall Mission 


This Christmas... 


Christmas is a very special 
time at Evangel Hall Mission. 
We emphasize the parts of 
Christmas that people love the 
most —fellowship, sharing, and 
compassion. 


Sadly for many of our participants 
and residents, Christmas can have 
a very different meaning; it can be 
a very sad and lonely time of year. 


We work very hard to make 
Christmas a happy time for 
those who need our services. 
We provide food, spiritual care, 
clothing and love. 


We are very much in need of your 
financial support this season to 
help make this holiday 
a special time for everyone. 


Please help us to provide many 
more Christmas blessings for 
years to come. 


Thank you for your support! 


Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 


EVANGEL HALL MISSION 


552 Adelaide Street West 
Toronto, ON M5V 3W8 


Phone (416) 504-3563 


Fax (416) 504-8056 
www.evangelhall.ca 


Charitable registration 
#11890-3129-RR-0001 
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The Gospel Summarized 


SHOW GOD'S KINDNESS TO OTHERS. BY JEFF VEENSTRA 


young person said to 
me recently: “Do you 
ever feel that religion 
is too complicated?” 

Her question brought to mind the 
story of a very righteous man who was 
explaining to a friend the difference 
between his church and a neighbouring 
one with which his church had been 
in conflict for decades. ”One church 
believes that you -are baptized into 
Christ, and the other believes that you 
are baptized in Christ,” he said. “There 
has been strife, arguments and battles 
over the issue for as long as anyone 
can remember, and I would wager my 
soul that my church is correct and that 
the other one is wrong. It is a matter 
of faith!” 

Whereupon his friend inquired, 
“Which does your church believe— 
that you are baptized into Christ or 
baptized in Christ?” 

“For the life of me I can never 
remember,” replied the man. 

Although it would be helpful if we 
were able to explain the Christian faith 
in 10 easy lessons or six simple phrases, 
the truth is the relationship between 
God and humanity has never been 
simple. Any effort to dilute the gospel 
or to say complex things in simplistic 
ways is to do a disservice to the quest 
for truth. However, there are a couple 
of ways to clarify profound things. 

The first is to tell stories. When Jesus 
wanted to make a point he would 
tell a story about a young man who 
left home, or a despised Samaritan 
who came to the rescue of a Jew, or 
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Ben MacDonald, age 10, First, Pictou, N.S. 


We live in a sometimes 
unkind world. This is 
true in every area of our 
society. Children are 
often cruelly bullied. 
Politicians, business 
leaders, entertainers and 
athletes will often forgo 
basic human decency 
to gain an advantage 
over others 


a shepherd who had lost a sheep. By 
telling stories to convey the truth 
about God, Jesus was doing no more 
than rabbis and sages before him had 
done for centuries. 

However, there is another way to 


make the eternal understandable. For 
example, certain ethical demands don’t 
require overly complex explanations. 
One doesn’t need an interpreter to 
comprehend these words from Jesus’s 
Sermon on the Mount: “In everything 
do to others as you would have them 
do to you for this is the law and the 
prophets” (Matthew 7:12). 

We live in a sometimes unkind 
world. This is true in every area of 
our society. Children are often cruelly 
bullied. Politicians, business leaders, 
entertainers and athletes will often 
forgo basic human decency to gain 
an advantage over others. Even the 
church is not exempt. It sometimes 
amazes me how unkind sisters and 
brothers in Christ can be to each other. 

So, if you are confused about 
Christianity and have a hard time 
getting your mind wrapped around 
what it professes, why not begin by 
being intentionally kind to others? In 
fact one could argue that the gospel 
can be summarized by saying that God 
has been very kind to us and to live 
in God’s sight means showing that 
kindness to others. If that is not the 
end of the matter, it is certainly a great 
place to begin. 

Sometimes it is simple, as simple as 
doing to others as we would have them 
do to us. So be it. & 


Rev. Jeff Veenstra is minister at the 
Church of St. Andrew and St. Paul, 
Montreal. This is taken from the church’s 
online newsletter. 
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The Nov. 12 edition of the Canadian Mennonite. 


A MENNONITE MAGAZINE has gone 
public with a letter from the Canadian 
Revenue Agency, which “reminded” 
the publication not to print articles that 
may be construed as partisan. 

In a letter dated July 23, a CRA 
official suggested recent issues of the 
Canadian Mennonite “have contained 
editorials and/or articles that appear to 
promote opposition to a political party, 
or to candidates for public office.” 

“Registered charities that engage 
in partisan political activities jeopar- 
dize their charitable status and can be 
subject to revocation,” the letter says 
later on. “However, in this circumstance 
we felt a reminder letter was in order.” 

As a registered charity, the Canadian 
Mennonite Publishing Service—which 
produces the biweekly magazine—can 
issue tax receipts to its donors. 

Under the Income Tax Act, regis- 
tered charities are banned from partisan 
political activities. Limited non-partisan 
political activity is acceptable, however, 


if it is related to the work of the charity 
and uses no more than 10 per cent of 
its resources. 

The Canadian Mennonite reported on 
the letter in its Nov. 12 issue. The deci- 
sion to do so was made at an October 
executive committee meeting. 

In his editorial, Publisher and 
Editor Dick Benner called the letter 
“disturbing” and said it “represents a 
‘chill’ on free speech.” 

“Rather than feeling the freedom 
to represent my church in its witness, I 
now feel constrained to couch my voice 
in non-critical terms for fear of losing 
charitable status,” he wrote. 

“J don’t think what I said editori- 
ally or in our articles was ‘partisan,’ but 
rather speaking truth to power from our 
500-year-old core beliefs,” Benner told 
the Record in an email. 

No articles were cited in the CRA 
letter. Benner said he called the audit 
officer to find out which articles had 
been considered partisan. He said the 


Magazine 
Reveals 
‘Disturbing’ 
Letter from 
CRA 


CHARITY-SUPPORTED 
PUBLICATION IS "REMINDED'TO 
AVOID PARTISAN ARTICLES. 

BY CONNIE WARDLE 


officer cited six—two editorials. and 
four stories from the magazine’s “young 
voices” section. 

One of the editorials, published 
before the federal election in May 2011, 
said: “While we won’t endorse candi- 
dates ... or tell you how to vote, we do 
ask Mennonite voters to both examine 
the political views and voting records 
of candidates regarding our deeply held 
core beliefs in peacemaking, compas- 
sion for the poor and care for creation.” 
It also suggested “the political voices 
with a background in our core beliefs— 
such as Vic Toews, Canada’s Public Secu- 
rity Minister who was born in Paraguay 
to a Mennonite refugee family—have 
succumbed to the fear-mongering of 
the present government by postponing 
Bill C-49, which would provide a safe 
haven for refugees. ... Instead, Toews 
has called the Tamils who came to our 
shores last year, ‘terrorists.’” 

In the second editorial, entitled A 
Political Lament, Benner reflected »> 
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7 news Community 


on the reactions of Americans to the 
death of Osama bin Laden, and on “the 
takeover by a militaristic Conservative 
majority government” in Canada in 
May 2011. 

One article focused on young voters 
who were supporting the NDP. Another, 
published in the wake of Jack Layton’s 
death, looked at how the political leader 
had inspired young Mennonites. A third 
was about young people who folded 
paper “planes of peace” to send to the 
government in Ottawa. The last article 
focused on the Mennonite Central 
Committee’s opposition to Bill C-10, 
the controversial omnibus crime bill. 

“I think this is a politically motivated 
attack on a publication,” said David 


Harris, publisher of the Presbyterian 
Record. “I think Dick Benner simply 
highlighted the comments of some 
Mennonite candidates in relation to 


T think this is a politically 
motivated attack on 
a publication’ 


the denomination’s values. That’s not 
partisan politics. That’s just holding up 
what they said to fair scrutiny.” 
Presbyterian Record Inc. is also a 
registered charity. 
In a written response to the July 
letter, Benner stated: “It is our intent to 


obey the law and to operate within the 
guidelines set forth in these documents 
despite some differences we may have 
in their interpretation.” 

When asked what he hoped would 
happen now, Benner replied: “I hope 
this is the last we will hear from the 
CRA, that they will reconsider any 
moves to revoke our charitable status 
and, if they insist on selectively singling 
out what they consider ‘violators,’ they 
do so evenly, including more right- 
wing leaning charitable organizations. 
I continue to be puzzled why we were 
singled out for ‘reminding.’” & 


Connie Wardle is the Record’s senior 
staff writer. 
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Discrimination on the Decline, 
AIDS Worker Says 

During the early decades of the 
HIV pandemic, “it was very difficult 
for people to discuss their status)” 
said Esther Lupafya, a community 
health nurse who coordinates the AIDS 
program at Ekwendeni Hospital in 
northern Malawi. This made encour- 
aging testing and providing care a chal- 
lenge, but over the years Lupafya has 
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seen a transformation: “Stigma and 
discrimination do not exist in our area 
anymore,” she said. 

Lupafya spoke to staff at national 
offices in November, following a 
meeting of the Presbyterian World 
Service and Development committee. 

Ekwendeni Hospital is run by the 
Church of Central Africa Presbyterian’s 
Livingstonia Synod. Its AIDS program, 
which began in 1989, is supported by 


PWS&D. It aims to prevent the spread 
of HIV and support people whose lives 
have been affected by the virus. 

HIV, or human  immunodefi- 
ciency virus, gradually weakens the 
immune system of an infected person. 
If left untreated, HIV will develop into 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
or AIDS. 

Since HIV and AIDS were first 
reported over 30 years ago, the epidemic 
has had a particularly damaging effect 
on the social and economic fabric 
of Malawi. HIV infection rates rose, 
leading to hundreds of thousands 
AIDS-related deaths. No one wanted to 
discuss the disease in a society where 
those infected faced severe stigma and 
discrimination, Lupafya said. 

Today, the HIV infection rate in 
Ekwendeni’s catchement area is eight 
per cent—compared to 12 per cent 
across Malawi. Last year only two 
of 92 babies whose mothers were 
HIV-positive became infected at birth. 
Lupafya said these successes have 
led the government of Malawi to use 
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Ekwendeni’s AIDS program as a model 
for similar programs in the country. 

“All of these achievements come 
from what people contribute,” said 
Lupatya, referring to the daily efforts 
of staff and community volunteers, as 
well as the financial gifts of Canadians. 

Lupafya spoke in Ontario churches 
and at the University of Western 
Ontario during her visit. 

She said she would tell people back 
home that Canadians are very rich. 
“You have all your basic needs, more 
than your basic needs. Here everywhere 
there is food. In Malawi we are forced 
to eat nsima [a staple food made of 
maize flour] and rice because we have 
limited resources.” —Emily Vandermeer 

December 1 is World AIDS Day. To 
find out more about PWS&D’‘s partnership 
in Malawi, visit presbyterian.ca/pwsd @ 


New Program Brings Hope 

in Scarborough, Ont. 

A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN St. Stephen’s, 
Scarborough, Ont., and Toronto City 
Mission has created an afterschool pro- 
gram in an area known for gang violence. 

The idea for a joint project emerged 
at a funeral. Rev. Alexander Wilson of 
St. Stephen’s was preaching; after the 
service, Maureen Pryce, development 
officer with TCM, told him she “appreci- 
ated hearing a gospel message.” The two 
struck up a conversation about possi- 
bilities for a partnership. “We didn’t go 
and find each other,” Wilson said. Their 
chance meeting became, instead, “a 
positive side to death.” 

St. Stephen’s is located in the 
Kingston-Galloway neighbourhood, a 
densely populated area of high-rise apart- 
ments, subsidized housing and cultur- 
ally diverse residents. It’s also a neigh- 
bourhood associated with the notorious 
Galloway Boys gang, whose members 
police believe are responsible for several 
shootings in the past 12 months. 

Among the victims was 24-year- 
old D’Mitre Barnaby, who was killed 
in a parking lot behind an apartment 
building last December. The Jamaican 
immigrant used to live in the same 
building as Rev. Wilson. 
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Andrew Schell, executive director of Toronto City Mission, Rev. Alexander Wilson, minister at St. 
Stephen’s, Scarborough, and Paul Ainslie, city councillor, celebrate a new partnership. 


“{Barnaby] was shot because he 
was mistakenly thought to be a gang 
member,” said Wilson. 

“We need to start early with the kids, 
and make a difference in their lives. It 
needs to be more than the social; they 
need the spiritual connection. We’re 
bringing the gospel to the kids as well.” 

On Oct. 23, the groups formally 
launched their new partnership with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

The afterschool program began 
with 25 children aged five to 12. Most 
of them live in the building next to the 
church, and come from a range of back- 
grounds including Sri Lankan, Haitian 
and countries in the Caribbean. The 
program offers homework help and 
worship services, and is run by a staff 
person from TCM and a handful of 
volunteers from St. Stephen’s. 

In partnership with Daily Bread and 
Second Harvest, the church also runs 
a weekly food bank and a monthly 
clothing bank. 

Toronto City Mission is an ecumen- 
ical organization that works to create 
programs and alleviate poverty. It was 
founded in 1879. = —Connie Wardle 


Presbyterians and 

Allies Honoured 

SEVEN PEOPLE ASSOCIATED WITH the 
Presbyterian Church have received 
awards for their contributions to civil 
society. 

In Kenora, Ont., Colin Wasacase 
received » they 2012, Ontario» Senior 
Achievement Award in October. He’s 
one of 20 seniors of distinction chosen 
by Lieutenant Governor David Onley. 

Wasacase, 75, is a Cree elder origi- 
nally from Broadview, Sask. He moved 
to Kenora in the late 1950s. 

“T wanted to teach. I wanted to 
work in the residential school system. 
It was an opportunity to make changes; 
it wasn’t easy, though,” said Wasacase, 
who attended a Presbyterian residential 
school in Birtle, Man., as a child. 

since therthe ahas (become “a 
well-known member in the Kenora 
community, where he served as 
a city councillor and chair of the 
police services board. He continues 
to serve as board chair for the Kenora 
Fellowship Centre (also known as 
Anamiewigummig, which means 
“house of prayer” in Ojibwe). The > 
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Carol Goar, columnist for the Toronto Star and former Record board member, receives the inaugural 
Ashok Chandwani Media Award for her work to promote human rights issues. 


‘My gratification is seeing 
people healed. A lot of 
wonderful things happen 
because people are willing 
to make changes’ 


drop-in centre and shelter is a mission 
of Canadian Ministries. 

When asked what the award means 
to him, Wasacase joked, “It means I’m 
getting old.” 

“It’s very humbling,” he added. 
“My gratification is seeing people 
healed. A lot of wonderful things 
happen because people are willing to 
make changes and create pride in the 
community.” 

In October, Carol Goar, columnist 
for the Toronto Star and former board 
member for the Presbyterian Record, 
received the inaugural Ashok Chand- 
wani Media Award. 

Presented to Goar by the Urban 
Alliance on Race Relations, the award 
honours leading journalists who bring 
human rights issues to the public’s 
consciousness. 
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“I am honoured—and a little 
overwhelmed,” Goar told guests in 
Toronto. “I can’t thank the Urban Alli- 
ance for Race Relations and Ashok’s 
family enough for recognizing my 
efforts to show the human _ faces 
between society’s stereotypes, biases 
and uninformed judgments.” 

The Queen Elizabeth I] Diamond 
Jubilee Medal was awarded to a 
number of Presbyterians, including 
Rev. Harvey Self, moderator of the 
2009 General Assembly and minister 
at Tweedsmuir, Orangeville, Ont. 
Other honourees include three 
members of Central, Hamilton: Rev. 
Dr. Clyde Irvine, Dr. David Koyzis and 
Heather Johnston. 

Johnston was specifically honoured 
for being a champion of ecumenism 
and a longtime advocate for the rights 
of women within the church. She 
was previously awarded the Order 
of Ontario. 

Don Fenn, whose advertising 
company represents the Record, also 
received a Jubilee Medal. Fenn is the 
president of Caregiver Omnimedia and 
publisher of the Family Caregiver News- 
magazine.  —Seth Veenstra 


Canada Youth Becomes 
Biennial Event 

STARTING IN 2014, the church’s na- 
tional youth conference will take place 
every two years instead of every three 
years, the Life and Mission Agency an- 
nounced in October. 

“Everybody was quite excited 
about the idea,” said Rev. Helen Smith, 
convener of the LMA committee 
and minister at Centennial, Calgary. 
“Canada Youth is something we're 
doing very right. We’ve got this going 
and it’s going well. We should keep it 
up or step it up.” 

Since 2000, the Canada Youth 
conference has been held triennially 
at Brock University, St. Catharines, 
Ont. It features programming for 
teenagers, young people interested in 
mission and adults involved in youth 
ministry. 

“The church perpetually identifies 
youth, the mission of the church, and 
leadership development/equipping as 
essential values,” the LMA said in its 
announcement. 

In October, Canadian Ministries 
offered each synod a matching grant of 
$1,000 to help with fundraising for CY. 

About 500 people attended Canada 
Youth 2012. s—CW 


Church Mourns Professor and 
Former Moderator 

REV. DR. CALVIN PATER, former chair of 
church history at Knox College, Toron- 
to, and Rev. Dr. Arthur Currie, modera- 
tor of the 1981 General Assembly, both 
passed away on Oct. 1S. 

“It is easy to believe that a man 
with the name of Calvin Augustine 
Pater was born to be a church histo- 
rian,” said the obituary posted on 
Knox College’s website. The Dutch 
native immigrated to the United States 
with his family in 1956. He received 
his Master of Theology and doctorate 
degrees at Harvard University and 
became a teaching fellow there. He 
also worked with congregations in 
the U.S., including West End Presby- 
terian in New York, where he helped 
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develop a program for teenagers 
from the city’s black and Puerto 
Rican ghettos. 

He became chair of church 
history at Knox in 1978 and served 
there until he retired in 2005. Pater 
died at the age of 73. 

Arthur Currie, 93, came from 
a line of Presbyterian ministers 
and continued in the family tradi- 
tion. A graduate of Knox College, 
he served congregations in Rose- 
town, Sask., Toronto and Ottawa 
during 41 years of ministry. He 
was elected Moderator of the 107th 
General Assembly. Five years later, 
he retired, but continued to serve 
as interim moderator in several 
congregations. 

“Deeply committed to 
ministry, Arthur’s genuine love for 
others touched the lives of many 
people,” reads his obituary. “His 
quiet strength, kindness and infi- 
nite patience were an inspiration to 
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those who were honoured to know 
him.” = —CW 


Keeley Releases CD 

BLOGGER AND MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Evangeline Keeley released a CD of 
Advent and Christmas music at a 
concert on Nov. 18. 

“Each piece was carefully 
chosen to balance lesser known 
carols with those that are more 
familiar, and the meditative ones 
with up-tempo arrangements,” 
said Keeley, who blogs on the Pres- 
byterian Record website and directs 
music at St. Andrew’s, Winnipeg. 
“There is so much more to the 
music of the season than the ‘top 
10’ we hear over and over. I wanted 
to create a CD that would include 
some carols we rarely hear.” 

Carols of Hope and Joy contains 16 
tracks of piano music. For more infor- 
mation, visit evangelinekeeley.com 
a—CW 


World News 


High Obesity Rate Among 
Scottish Presbyterians 
ACCORDING TO AN OFFICIAL HEALTH 
SURVEY, the rate of obesity among 
Presbyterians in Scotland is higher 
than any other religious group in 
the country. 

Members of the Church of Scot- 
land have a 30 per cent rate of 
obesity, the survey found, with non- 
religious persons coming in second 
with a rate of 26 per cent. 

Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists 
had the lowest rate at 15 per cent. 

Dietary rules imposed by those 
traditions may help explain some 
of the findings, said Dr. Gerry 
McCartney, head of the Public 


Health Observatory Division for 
Health Scotland, the Herald Scot- 
land reported. 

Muslims are forbidden from 
eating pork, Hindus do not eat beef 
and some schools of Hinduism and 
Buddhism promote vegetarianism. 

These groups were the most 
likely to eat five servings of fruits 
and vegetables a day. Sixty-three per 
cent of Scottish Buddhists eat the 
recommended amount, the govern- 
ment survey found. 

Other factors, such as income 
and location, may also impact 
the types of food people eat and 
may affect obesity rates as a result. 
= —with files from the Scotland Herald 
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Who Let That Guy 
into the Nativity Scene? 


SOME CHRISTMAS FUN. BY BRAD CHILDS 


CAGANER NATIVITY SET 

The Caganer is a popular nativity set figurine found in the 
Catalan cultures of southern France, the Balearic Islands, 
southern Italy, Spain and Portugal. Its history dates back to 
the late 17th century. 

Generally this figure is found in large nativity sets, 
which depict a city or rural landscape, where it can be 
hidden as a kind of game for the children to find. In some 
sets it’s a popular figure from politics or entertainment but 
it can also be a generic character. Still, no matter who they 
might be, they’re always doing the same thing. He or she 
is squatting down, pants around the old ankles, answering 
the call of nature. 

Apparently the Caganer is always placed far away from 
the baby Jesus, but its meaning is shrouded in mystery. 
Some say it represents commonality among all humans. 
Some say it represents fertility and hope for the future. 
Others say it represents a “healthy amount of doubt.” 

| don’t Know about all that, but one thing | do know: if | 
find a Caganer in my nativity set | think I'll leave it in the box. 
bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-12059969 


JESUS FRESCO 

The Santuario de la Misericordia chapel in Spain once had 
a beautiful Jesus fresco on the wall. But sadly it is no more 
... sort of. The Ecce Homo or Behold the Man painting was 
recently “restored” by a well-meaning elderly parishioner 

of the church. Cecilia Gimenez, 81, apparently took it upon 
herself to repair the weatherworn painting of Jesus but 
ended up creating what some have called a “half-bearded 
monkey face” and others have referred to as “potato 
Jesus.” It’s sad, it’s something you can’t help but chuckle 
at, and it’s sparking an onslaught of attention and parodies 
online. 

bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-19349921 


(GOOD/BAD) GIFT IDEAS 

This is a good idea for quite a lot of you out there. It’s 

a tad pricy for a penny-pinching Scotsman, but hey, it’s 
Christmas! Splurge just this once because for just $29.99 
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VIMA'S ADVEMTUSAES 


* DON'T BUY CHRIST- 
MAS PRESENTS! 


* DON'T BUY CHRIST- 
MAS DECORATIONS! 


x DON'T BUY CHRIST- 
MAS CARDS! 

* DON'T FEEL 
GUILTY!) 


A cartoon from xmasresistance.org. 


the people at stupid.com will sell you a bath towel that 
looks like a kilt. Oh yes, they also sell slippers that double 
as a mop, a phone that looks like a bagel and a brew your 
own root beer kit, but this one is a must have. Come on. 
It’s a bath towel that looks like a kilt. What more do you 
want? You know you need one. 

stupid.com /kilt-bath-towel.html 


THE CHRISTMAS RESISTANCE MOVEMENT 

Every year people spend more and more money on 
Christmas gifts and every year concerned voices rise. 

This year one of those voices belongs to the “Christmas 
Resistance Movement.” According to their website, 
Christmas shopping must be boycotted because it is 
“offensive and wasteful,” “degrade[s] the concept of 
giving,” “is driving individuals into debt” and “wreaks havoc 
on the environment, filling landfills with useless packaging 
and discarded gifts.” Instead, the good people at the 
Christmas Resistance Movement urge everyone to boycott 
Christmas shopping and “refuse to support the holiday 
industry.” On their webpage you can join the discussion, 
read their cartoons or buy their bumper stickers or perhaps 
a nice sweatshirt for $32 (the irony is not lost on me). 
xmasresistance.org 


Rev. Brad Childs is minister at First, Regina. 
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Chaplaincy news [7 


Church Leaders Oppose 
Cuts to Prison Chaplaincy 


SPIRITUAL CARE NECESSARY FOR REHABILITATION, SAY CRITICS. BY SETH VEENSTRA 


In a move criticized by many 
religious groups, the government 
has cut roughly half of all part-time 
chaplains’ contracts. Of the remaining 
80 full-time and 51 part-time chaplains, 
only three are non-Christian. The 
changes come into effect in March. 

The decision to cut $1.3 million 
from a $6.4 million program came 
shortly after Public Safety Minister 
Vic Toews suspended plans by Correc- 
tional Service Canada to hire a Wiccan 
prison chaplain. A full program review 
followed; then in October, the cuts 
were announced. 

Toews’ office explained that, like 
chaplains in the Canadian military, 
prison chaplains would now provide 
inter-faith services. 

While many interpreted the cuts as 
prejudiced towards non-Christian reli- 
gions, Toews’ office argues the oppo- 
site. A representative said the changes 
will, in fact, promote more fairness 
than what came before. 

The government “is not in the busi- 
ness of picking and choosing which 
religions will be given preferential 
status through government funding,” 
stated Toews’ office, explaining that to 
employ faith-specific chaplains is not 
fair to inmates because it’s possible that 
not all religions would be represented. 

“There are questions that a chap- 
lain whose faith is different from that 
of the inmate cannot answer,” wrote 
Rev. Stephen Kendall, principal clerk 
of the General Assembly, in a letter 
to Toews. “Our Christian hope is that 
all inmates will receive spiritual care 
appropriate to their particular faith.” 

The church has supported prison 
chaplaincy programs for decades, both 
through the Interfaith Committee on 


Stephanie Coward wraps herself in a quilt made by former inmates as part of reintegration program 
prison chaplain David Shantz (left) runs with his wife Susannah (right). 


‘Our Christian hope is that all inmates will receive 
spiritual care appropriate to their particular faith’ 


Chaplaincy and the Church Council 
on Justice and Corrections, an organi- 
zation that stresses restorative justice. 

“Spirituality constitutes an essen- 
tial part of every human being,” wrote 
Rev. Dr. Nancy Steeves, CCJC chair- 
person, in a letter to Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper. | 

“While prisoners lose many things 
as a result of their actions, they ought 
not to lose access to the spiritual and 
religious care that calls them to change 
their behaviour and supports them as 
they do so.” 

Correctional Service Canada, too, 
recognizes the key role chaplaincy 
plays in the rehabilitation of offenders 
and, by extension, the wellness of the 


wider community. 

Circles of Support and Account- 
ability is “one of the best examples 
of chaplaincy’s creative approach to 


preventing further victimization,” 
wrote Steeves. 
“It was CSC Chaplaincy that 


piloted this model of crime prevention 
with sex offenders who have finished 
their sentence and who are considered 
a risk to reoffend.” 

“Research now shows [this] to be 
the most effective means of ensuring 
that these people whom society so fears 
are held accountable and provided the 
support they need to succeed.” 

Circles of Support and Account- 
ability reduces the risk of recidivism > 
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‘Offenders tell their story, too. It gives them an opportunity to acknowledge 
the pain they've caused, take responsibility for their actions’ 


by “assisting, supporting and holding 
core members accountable to their task 
of reintegrating with community.” 

This program is just one piece in 
the approach to restorative justice 
chaplains and others are bringing to 
the correctional system. 

On a fact sheet CSC published on 
their website, they write, “[Restorative 
Justice] views crime as a violation 
of people and relationships. RJ is an 
approach that seeks to determine who 
has been hurt, what their needs are, 
and how these needs can be addressed. 
RJ uses processes that are collaborative 
and inclusive to all parties affected— 
victim, offender and community.” 

“Criminal justice is always looking 
back: ‘What happened at that day and 
that time? And what’s the punish- 
ment?’ Restorative justice is focused 
on the future. Ninety-nine percent of 
the people in the correctional system 
are going to be out in our community. 
How are we going to live together?” 
said Rev. John de Vries, chair of CCJC’s 
Circles of Support and Accountability 
subcommittees (heresiss now theni:: 
We're always dealing with ‘us.’” 

According to Janet Handy, execu- 
tive director of CCJC, restorative 


justice has been the organization’s 
underlying philosophy for more 
than 10 years. 

“It fits with all the complexity of 
what it is to reconcile relationships. 
Straight notions of forgiveness don’t 
work as well for people. Restorative 
justice may come to a moment of 
forgiveness, but its main point is for 
everyone to be heard. For people to 
take responsibility for what they’ve 
done; for victims to be heard.” 

Rebecca Bromwich, who represents 
the Presbyterian Church on CCJC’s 
board of directors, sees restorative 
justice as “a counter-narrative” to the 
“tough-on-crime narrative the current 
government is promoting.” 

This does not mean Bromwich 
thinks restorative justice should replace 
our country’s formal justice processes. 
“Restorative justice is complemen- 
tary to the criminal justice system,” 
she said. “I’d like to see other ways to 
approach criminal justice that are more 
compassionate.” 

“There isn’t much of a place in our 
system for that to happen... restoring 
relationships is a key piece that’s 
missing,” said Bromwich, who teaches 
law and legal studies at Carlton Univer- 
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sity, Ottawa, and works as a lawyer. 

According to Bromwich, victims 
don’t have much of place in the justice 
system: “It’s more about what the 
system wants to do with the offender.” 

In a courtroom setting victims are 
complaints or witnesses—in a position 
where they can often be revictimized, 
she said. Restorative justice, on the 
other hand, “foregrounds the victim. 
It empowers them.” 

Victims tell their stories in a safe envi- 
ronment, where they can help offenders 
understand the harm they have caused. 
They can ask questions, articulate their 
needs and suggest ways their needs 
could be honoured by offenders. 

Offenders tell their story, too. It 
gives them an opportunity to acknowl- 
edge the pain they’ve caused, take 
responsibility for their actions and 
give victims a fuller picture of what 
motivated them to commit the crime. 

In order for restorative justice to 
work, though, all parties must consent 
to the process. Facilitators meet with 
both parties separately, making sure 
the victim is prepared to participate 
and the offender is ready to acknowl- 
edge the harm they’ve cause so there is 
no danger of revictimization. Commu- 
nity members also participate in the 
process: they act as allies to either 
party, express their own concerns and 
gain a fuller understanding of crime’s 
underlying causes and outcomes. 

“The key to restorative justice is 
participation in the process,” said 
Bromwich. “That’s the biggest differ- 
ence: you have the community being 
the engine for the response, instead of 
it going this professionalized system. 
It’s taking it out of an institutionalized 
context and into a community based 
response.” @ 


Seth Veenstra is the Record’s staff writer. 
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Mission News 


One Child at a Time 


A PRESBYTERIAN COUPLE WORKS TO SUPPORT ORPHANS IN KENYA. BY DONNA JEAN MACKINNON 


= 


losephine. 
josedhine. 


hat began with a presentation at a church in 
Mississauga, Ont., turned into a passion for a 
pair of Presbyterians. 

“I’m just back from Africa and all fired up to motivate 
Canadians to see what’s happening in a Kenyan orphanage,” 
says Frank Tilley, executive director of the Mully Children’s 
Family Charity Foundation, a Christian humanitarian orga- 
nization supporting 1,700 children. 

The Tilleys, members of First, Collingwood, Ont., first 
heard about the charity in 2001 when they attended a talk 
by millionaire philanthropist and founder Dr. Charles Mulli. 

Mulli was abandoned at the age of six. In Nairobi, he 
worked as a servant and saved his money to purchase a car 
that he used as a taxi. Eventuall Mulli became a million- 
aire with a fleet of buses, properties and petroleum distri- 
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ey atvan orphanage. 


bution rights. In 1986, he had a life-changing experience 
after his new Mercedes was stolen by a gang of street kids. 
Mulli fretted about this loss for three years. Then he heard 
God calling him to forgive and “surrender.” When Mulli 
remembered his own experiences as a street kid, his anger 
turned to compassion and he said, “Lord, now I am ready.” 
Mulli sold his businesses and used his wealth to build an 
orphanage. Since then the Mulli family have dedicated 
themselves to rehabilitating abused and homeless children. 
After the talk, Frank Tilley told Mulli that he had given 
up on Africa because of the corruption and tribalism. 
“Charles replied: ‘God hasn’t given up. If I can take one 
child from the street and turn out a decent citizen, I’m 
doing God’s work,’” recalls Tilley, who owns Tilley Leather 
of Canada. > 
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During the summer of 2001, Frank 
and Jane Tilley and their daughter 
Sarah went to see Mulli’s facility, 
which is located two hours east of 
Nairobi. That year, there were 400 chil- 
dren. Right there and then, the Tilleys 
sponsored Josephine, who is now 17 
and finishing high school. 

The Tilleys were so impressed with 
Mulli’s work and the children that 
they became involved in fundraising. 

In 2006, they took 14 South Geor- 
gian Bay Rotarians to the orphanage to 
help build a visitors’ residence. They 
also donated sewing machines so girls 
who finished their schooling could set 
up small tailoring businesses. 

And in 2009, thanks to Canadian 
donors, a choir of 20 Mully children 
were given a bus that enabled them to 
travel across Canada singing and fund- 
raising. Their inaugural concert was at 


Through Presbyterians Sharing we First, Collingwood. The choir raised 
$300,000. 
e Send international mission staff ¢ Support mission and According to Frank, the founda- 


tion’s job is to empower, not direct, 
the rescue of homeless children. Staff 
congregations in Christian education, worship, youth and volunteers are always mindful of 
Mulli’s motto of hope: “One at a time.” 

Mulli has grown his charity to six 


ministry in Canada ¢ Speak out for the vulnerable ¢ Equip 


ministry, evangelism and stewardship ¢ Facilitate General 


Assembly facilities, including an agricultural 
. eevee operation. This initiative provides 

Together, We are making MISSION employment for about 500 women, 
and ministry happen making it the biggest employer in a 

subsistence region where unemploy- 

Four easy ways to give: ment is 40 to 60 per cent. The founda- 


tion also operates three non-residential 
schools, offering food, education and 
medication to village children living 
* Call to sign up for monthly giving or donate by credit card in conditions so deplorable Frank can 
¢ Send in the following coupon with a cheque payable to The PCC barely describe them without a lump 
in his throat. Commonly, there is a 
grandmother, in a mud hut, looking 
Enclosed is my donation to Presbyterians Sharing of: $ after an extended family. 

“Tt’s mid-blowing. If you think of 
the macro-situation, Africa is hopeless, 
Address: but if, like Charles, you think of micro- 
saving, one child at a time, there’s 
hope,” Frank says. “It’s an African solu- 


Presbyteria ns Sha ring tion to an African problem.” & 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
50 Wynford Dr., Toronto, ON M3C 1J7, 1-800-619-7301 Donna Jean MacKinnon is a freelance 


writer. She lives in Toronto. 


e Donate through your local congregation 
¢ Give online at www.presbyterian.ca/donate/sharing/ 
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Deana Weyman, St. Andrew’s, King City, Ont. 


Comfort and Joy 


JESUS CHRIST HAS BEEN WHERE WE ARE. BY CHARLES FENSHAM 


Living Faith is a decla- 
ration of faith of the 
Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. 

You can download it at 
presbyterian.ca. We sug- 
gest you seek out and 
read the passage being 
discussed each month. 


ADDITIONAL READING: 
Christ in Us (May 2010). 


The article can be found 


at presbyterianrecord.ca. 


I love the way Living Faith frames our under- 
standing of Jesus Christ within awe-inspired 


worship. 


After 


all, 


that 


iS 


what 


theology 


should be about. It is also very fitting to focus 
on praising and worshipping Jesus who is 
the Christ in this season of Advent. The brief 
passage in Living Faith 3.2 to 3.3.1 follows the 
ancient Apostles’ Creed and asserts the core 
of our Christian faith. We only really know 
who God is and what God is like by looking at 
and following Jesus. Our faith is not first > 
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When we realize how we 
fail, how we do not live up 


to what we could be, when 


we hurt others, when we 
just feel completely down 
on ourselves we can hold 
on to this: God is like Jesus 
Christ. God has entered 
into what we experience. 


Even more so, when we are 
afraid, in a corner, and feeling 
hopeless, we know that Jesus 


Christ was where we are 


Bilg@éere”’ (nstitute 
St. Andrew’s Hall 
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‘INTRODUCTION TO 
Lay MINISTERY 


| Online Course 
This two-part online course is 
for ruling elders and lay leaders 


who serve in churches in 
various capacities and are 
learning the skills of ministry 
along the way. 


JANUARY 21 - Aprit 19, 2013 


Instructor: Rev. Dr. Roberta Clare 
Registration Fee: $200 


This course consists of two 6-week sessions 
with a 1-week break in between. 


www.eldersinstitute.ca 
Toll-Free: 1-866-794-8888 
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captured in doctrines and rules, but 
rather in the person of Jesus Christ 
to whom the scriptures bear witness. 
Living Faith insists it is as we look at 
this Jesus and worship him that we 
grow silent, our minds are set to work 
right, and our hearts confess with a 
deep sense of respect that in the man 
Jesus we see the Christ, the one filled 
with the Holy Spirit who also is God 
in human form. Everything we do in 
church is about this central reality: 
Jesus shows the way and the truth 
and leads us to life. 

This realization is as fresh as it 
was 2,000 years ago when Christians 
started to confess this central truth. 
About 325 years after the birth of 
Christ, Christian leaders gathered in 
a place called Nicaea to try and speak 
together about what they believe. 
There were all kinds of different 
perspectives and they found it hard 
to say in words what their hearts 
knew and confessed. As they reached 
for the right words to say, there were 
many controversies; yet, the words 
finally found form in what we know 
today as the Nicene Creed. You can 
find a translation of this creed in the 
Book of Praise, and you will see Living 
Faith uses the words from that creed 
to make its point. The words, “God 
of God, Light of Light, begotten not 
made,” is an exact translation of the 
creed. When you sing O Come All Ye 
Faithful this Advent, you will also be 
singing and confessing those same 
words. Living Faith is not breaking 
new ground in this passage; rather, 
it is reminding us of the beautiful 
confession Christians have made 
together since 325. We can read it and 
sing it and feel the awesome power 
of these words as they echo with 
Christians through the ages, many of 
whom have died for the privilege to 
confess them. 

It is perhaps in its explanation 
about just how human Jesus is that 
Living Faith gives us a bit of further 
help. One of the things that happened 


after Nicaea is that Christians were so 
happy about saying “Jesus is God” 
that they forgot the other fact the old 
confession emphasizes—Jesus is also 
truly human. It is because we confess 
that Jesus is human that we can know 
God is with us in our suffering, our 
weakness, our pain and even death. 
The focus of Advent and Christmas, 
the coming of Jesus as a vulnerable 
child in the manger, reminds us that 
the Almighty God, the God beyond 
all limits, chose to limit God-self to 
become like us, to come to be with 
us, and as Eugene Peterson puts it so 
beautifully in his paraphrase of John 
1, “to move into our neighbourhood.” 

So, what does all this actually 
mean for you and I? First, it means 
comfort. Think of this: the God who 
is beyond everything we can under- 
stand and think, the God who will 
judge us is like Jesus Christ! When we 
realize how we fail, how we do not 
live up to what we could be, when 
we hurt others, when we just feel 
completely down on ourselves we 
can hold on to this: God is like Jesus 
Christ. God has entered into what 
we experience. Even more so, when 
we are afraid, in a corner, and feeling 
hopeless, we know that Jesus Christ 
was where we are. He understands 
and therefore God understands! 

Second, it means joy. Joy that God 
came close to us, and remains close to 
us in Jesus Christ. It means joy that 
we can worship this kind, forgiving, 
loving, right-seeking God. It means 
joy that we can lose ourselves in 
worshipping God as Jesus Christ. 
Truly we can rejoice in singing “O 
come all ye faithful!” Finally, it 
means following. Now we know who 
to follow, who to trust and who to 
imitate in all we do. 

“In silence we ponder, in awe we 
confess this amazing truth.” 


Rev. Dr. Charles Fensham is associate 
professor of systematic theology at Knox 
College, Toronto. 


Liam Donald, age 10, St. Andrew’s, Streetsville, Ont. 


Who will lead us to Bethlehem? Luke offers us some 
wonderful possibilities. Characters whose saintliness 
and ordinariness are so tightly braided we can’t turn 
away from them. 

How about Zechariah and Elizabeth? Humble, 
devoted people. Well on in years, open to God’s possi- 
bilities. Struggling, but accepting blessed surprises. 
Surely, they could show us the way to Bethlehem. 

How about Simeon and Anna? They’re old, too. 
This baby means the fulfilment of their devotion. It 
would be an honour to meet them. A greater honour 
to have them show us the way to Jesus. 

Simeon, Zechariah, Elizabeth, Anna. Would we 
have patience with them? They waited lifetimes 
for just one sign of hope. We plug in the lights and 
switch on the music any time we want. 

Maybe we need younger guides. People more in 
tune with us. How about Mary and Joseph? Would 
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Who Wi 
Lead Us to 


Bethlehem? 


BW KES Gea nOmGnARAGIERS@ELER 
SOME INTERESTING POSSIBILITIES. 
BY LAURENCE DEWOLFE 


Advent / Christmas 


Luke 1-2 


we dare approach them? 

Two kids, frightened, alone in the world. Would 
they even hear us? We would overwhelm them. 
They were landless peasants from hillbilly country 
in Galilee. We’re sophisticated westerners, the privi- 
leged of the world. 

We wouldn’t belong in Nazareth. We’d be better 
suited to Sephoris, up over the hill. We might hire 
a Joseph to build something for us. Or have a Mary 
wait on us at table. 

Just a couple of frightened kids. What more 
could they say? 

I think we’d lose patience with them. If they’re 
going to lead us into the story, surely they can tell us 
more than, “The word came, and we obeyed.” 

Who’s left? John the Baptist? Do you think he’d 
have any patience with us? 

The angels? They can be helpful, but they’re > 
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Bu elusive creatures at the best of times. Every 
i a time they speak with humans, even if they 


us have good news, there’s always trouble. 
“YoU cal 4 rt have your The Bethlehem innkeeper? He’s not in 
li the story at all! He doesn’t appear until the 

| first church pageant scripts are written. 
That leaves us with the shepherds. 
Neither too old nor too young for us. 
Some of them are youths, and some of 
L\ them greybeards. Some of them women. 
——s > oe Maybe we can meet up with the shep- 


Gift Annuities are a way you can makea herds and they’ll lead us to Bethlehem. 
gift to the church to support the ministry hey won a 


: 4 } from rich and powerful people like us. 
of your choice and in return receive a They’re in no position to shut anyone out. 


guaranteed annual income for life, the Maybe we’ll be as shocked as they 
majority or all of the income tax-free. were. A good shock wouldn't hurt us a 


. ! ! , 
Sound toa good to be true? Call the bit! Good news! inary: s what ye need to 
hear. News of salvation! Salvation for all 


Planned Giving Office today to learn how of us, “wrapped «ineswaddin=se laa 


you can have your cake and eat it too. and laid in a manger.” 
ss We could follow them to Bethlehem 
What flavour of EY. to see if the angels’ words are true. But at 
would you like to support? a distance. In a world full of scents and 
stinks, the shepherds’ perfume would be 
too much for us. Soil, sweat, drink and 
dung. What’s Luke trying to prove, making 
shepherds the first apostles of the manger? 

John Calvin said it best: “Christ is 
revealed only to a few witnesses, and that 
at dead of night. Further, while God had 
at hand many of rank and high ability as 
witnesses, He puts them aside and simply 
chooses shepherds, of little account with 
men, of no reckoning ... If we desire to 
come to Christ, we must not be ashamed 
to follow those whom God chose, from 
the sheep dung, to bring down the pride 
of the world.” 

The shepherds will lead us and as we 
run after them we will understand that 
God is at work “to bring down the pride 
. of the world.” 

For a free, no-obligation gift “ Maybe tonight we can catch just 


annuity quote, contact a little of the awe and the eagerness of 
those shepherds. We can move from 


Planned Giving Office | 2 Pee watching to worshipping. Our knees 
The Presbyterian EAS may protest and creak. The posture and 


Church in Canada language of adoration may be buried as 
1-800-619-7301 deep as our last childhood memory. But 


ee we can do it! @ 
plannedgiving@presbyterian.ca fy) OVISON GCS 


Planting seeds of hope. For generations to come. Rev. Dr. Laurence DeWolfe teaches at the 
Atlantic School of Theology, Halifax. 
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BELABOURED, PERHAPS, BUT A CHALLENGE 


TO OUR IDENTITY. 
BY ISSA SALIBA 


THREE TESTAMENTS: 
TORAH, GOSPEL AND QURAN 
By Brian Arthur Brown 


This book brings together 
the first five books of the Hebrew scrip- 
tures (called the Torah), the New Testa- 
ment and the Quran. These Abrahamic 
scriptures are presented in a modern 
translation, with introductory essays by 
various writers. 

There are also 12 chapters in the 
book written by Brian Arthur Brown, a 
retired minister of the United Church 
of Canada. He seeks to show the “inter- 
dependence” of Jewish, Christian and 
Muslim scriptures and make the case for 
an interesting thesis, which I’ll discuss in 
a moment. It is a handsome hardcover 
volume illustrated by black and white 
woodcuts and several maps, charts and 
works of calligraphy. 

The idea of this project was proposed 
at an interfaith conference held in 2009. 
Brown tells us that it took him nearly 
three years of non-stop work, collabo- 
rating with scholars and “monitors,” 
and incorporating input from an online 
community of several hundred people. 

Those acquainted with the Torah 
and the New Testament would enjoy 
reading these in a _  2\1st-century 
translation. Those not acquainted with 
the Quran would benefit from reading 


an English “interpretation.” 
(Muslims believe that only the 
Arabic text is the revelation 
of God). However, the more 
serious student should use the 
best annotated translations 
produced within each of the 
three traditions. 

Brown has an intense interest in 
enhancing conversation, respect and 
understanding among peoples _ of 
all faiths, especially Jews, Christians 
and Muslims. This, of course, is very 
commendable. His formal training and 
experience is in Christian ministry, in 
pastoral psychology and organizational 
behaviour. It is evident he has worked 
hard at educating himself and goes to 
great lengths to present his thesis. But 
one wonders if the multitude of credible 
scholars consulted are not embedded to 
give credence to a tenuous theory. 

His main idea is that Zoroastrianism, 
the ancient religion of Persia, has 
greatly influenced Jewish concepts of 
the creation, the Messiah/Saviour of 
the world, social and personal justice, 
sacrifice, Satan, judgment, resurrection, 
paradise and most importantly 
the concept of God, crystallized in 
monotheism, a fundamental belief in 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 

We're told that as we seek to identify 
and appreciate the Zoroastrian “sub- 
text” of the Torah, New Testament and 
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x Tt) 
BRIAN ARTHUR BROWN 


FOREWORD BY AMIR HUSSAIN 


Quran, we then would be able to access 
the “universal vision” imprinted in 
the religion of others. We’re told that 
we can be greatly helped to navigate 
our way through these scriptures by 
observing the “linguistic markers” 
which reflect a common background, 
namely Zoroastrian, and with continued 
practice we may develop a “feel” for 
the ethos in sections, say, of the Quran, 
which might seem now indecipherable 
or ambiguous. 

Drawing on liberal scholars (Marcus 
Borg, Elaine Pagels, Deepak Chopra, 
Elmar R. Gruber, Holger Kersten and 
others), Brown speculates that there 
is a definite connection between Jesus 
and Buddha, and that they share 
a common source, Zoroastrianism, 
hence the similarity in their teachings. 
This#isathen* Zactactor Hes hopessto 
open a new academic discipline of try- 
ing to identify this subtext in Jewish, 
Christian and Muslim scriptures. On 
the religious level, he divines, this 
would be equivalent to discovering the 
Rosetta Stone used to crack the code of 
Egyptian hieroglyphics. > 
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Molly Rowan, age 7, First, Pictou, N.S. 


The second idea, which is of interest 
to us, is the claim that Zoroastrianism 
influenced Jesus’s own idea of being 
a Saviour and influenced the whole 
interpretation of the meaning of a 
Saviour in the New Testament and in 
Christian history. Brown obviously 
rejects connecting the death of Jesus 
with the judgment of God on human 
sin. Jesus’s prayer in the Garden of 
Gethsemane to “let this cup pass from 
me,” echoing the many passages in the 
Old Testament which speak of the cup of 
the wrath of God, doesn’t mean what the 
broader church throughout its history 
has taken the prayer to mean. Contrary 
views about this have always existed, 
but does not St. Paul caution us about 
“another gospel?” (See Galatians 1:9 
and 2 Corinthians 11:4.) Brown regards 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
as “the most powerfully sophisticated 
metaphor.” 

Yet, we’re assured, Jesus did exist. 
The places where he lived and travelled 
were permeated by non-Jewish politi- 
cal and religious ideas. So when he met 
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the Syrophoenician woman north of 
Palestine, for example, he was very much 
at home in Zoroastrian territory. And 
if Jesus had not travelled and acquired 
his ideas from Persia or India then he 
might have encountered them in his 
homeland where “perhaps India went 
to Judea in the guise of Buddhist mis- 
sionaries.” Brown prefers to think that 
Jesus did actually go to India between 
his early youth and the beginning of 
his public ministry. However, after a 
lengthy discussion, he acknowledges, to 
his credit, that there is “plenty of specu- 
lation” but “no scriptural evidence that 
(Jesus) travelled east.” 

The main problem with this book 
is its excessive speculation, though 
tantalizing at times, and its simplistic 
theory of everything. As Professor Scott 
Alexander, a noted Catholic scholar and 
an acknowledged authority on Islam 
and inter-religious dialogue, cautions, 
we need to be suspicious of theories of 
everything, especially when it comes to 
matters of religion. 

Brown seems infatuated with his 


Brown obviously rejects 
connecting the death of 
Jesus with the judgment 
of God on human sin 


idea that he might have discovered 
a unifying theory that would bring 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam closer to 
each other and, one might add, perhaps 
in time, bring all faiths together. All we 
have to do is demonstrate substantial 
Zoroastrian influence on the Hebrew 
Bible, then on the New Testament, 
then on the Quran, then on the Book 
of Mormon, the writings of the Baha’i 
faith and so on. I am reminded of the 
father of the bride in My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding when he says, “Give me a 
word, any word, and I show you how 
the root of that word is Greek!” 

This book glosses over major 
historical and theological issues, such as 
the controversial date of Zarathustra’s 
birth and the crucifixion of Jesus, and 
thus it deserves more thorough scrutiny. 
If there is any potential usefulness in its 
basic thesis it has been belaboured and 
overstated. Still, the author’s pleading 
for tolerance and understanding of “the 
other” is certainly a Christian duty. 

The publishing of the Three 
Testaments will, no doubt, challenge 
many Christians to examine their 
faith identities, which is not a bad 
thing. It will raise questions and hope- 
fully stimulate more rigorous study of 
what we believe and why. It presents 
a challenge to rethink our assumptions 
about other religious traditions, like 
Zoroastrianism, Judaism and Islam, 
and not to make hasty judgments 
without acquainting ourselves with the 
facts from a reliable source. @ 


Rev. Issa Saliba is minister at St. 
Andrew’s, Whitby, Ont. 
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A COMPANION TO THE BOOK OF PRAISE REVISED 1972 
By the choir of St. Andrew’s, King Street, Toronto, in 1972 


dam Gopnik, writer for the New Yorker, once 

pronounced the “Golden 40-Year Rule” about 

American popular culture. He claimed: “The 

prime site of nostalgia is always whatever 

happened, or is thought to have happened, in 
the decade between 40 and SO years past.” 

While one cannot imagine a CD of a vinyl record 
produced as a companion to the revised 1972 Book of Praise 
can be considered “popular culture,” perhaps it is is a good 
time to review a 40-year-old sample of our musical heritage. 

St. Andrew’s, King Street, in Toronto, has reissued a 
1972 recording in which 10 choristers and organist/director 
Douglas Bodle present 17 hymns from the 1972 Book of Praise. 

Their high quality musicianship produce a professional, 
ethereal sound—an otherworldly soundscape that would be 
far removed from most Presbyterian congregational singing 
today. You will not likely slide this disc into your CD player 
and sing along; no texts are included. The hymns, all sung 
in four-part harmony, occasionally accompanied by Bodle, 
are best used for contemplation, music appreciation or study. 
The quality of the music and technical engineering permit 
music aficionados to delight in the beautifully shaped words 
and phrases, precise final consonants and faultless elocution. 
Does quality, learned singing sound different? Yes, it does, 
and 40 years later, it still provides moments of pleasure. 

The choice of hymns is heavily British, with translations 
from German and Latin. The texts represent 19th- and early 
20th-century poetic spirituality. The Genevan Psalter gets one 
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selection, paired with Charles Wesley’s Christ, Whose Glory 
Fills the Sky. Healey Willan’s harmonization of a plainsong (a 
type of chant) has been carried over from the 1918 revision 
with new words. Perhaps this plainsong is the best song on 
the disc; it’s certainly the only one you can’t resist humming. 
The musical line flows like soft ice cream eaten in sunshine. 

There’s an anachronistic pall over this CD. It could still be 
a sentimental companion because the hymn book with the 
light blue cover is still with us 40 years later. Yet I lament the 
omission of hymns, or indeed, any clue at all of the turbulent 
times during which the record was made. The winners of 
the hymn committee’s own competition are absent, most 
regrettably Miriam Drury’s When Voices Are Confusing. The 
hymn choices seem to whisper, “Retrench, retrench.” The 
stage was set for Praiseways and Celebrate, which gave voice to 
a new generation of hymn writers and grateful worshippers. 

In spite of its English origins (Christina Rossetti and 
Gustav Holst), In the Bleak Midwinter surely captures the 
Canadian winter experience. It is best heard ringing from a 
vehicle’s CD player, in mid-January, on an empty Canadian 
highway somewhere north of the 49th. (For more thoughts 
on winter, listen to Gopnik’s CBC Massey lectures). 

Twelve selections have been carried over into the 1997 
Book of Praise. The most creative use of this CD would 
be as a resource for studying the implications of the texts 
we still sing. For more information about the CD, contact 
info@standrewstoronto.org. @ 


Enid Pottinger lives in Hamilton, Ont., and has played for 
hymn singing almost as long as she can remember. 
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Living and Learning 


KEN MCMILLAN SHARES HIS EXPERIENCES. BY STUART COLES 


Hereisareader-friendly, 


truth-seeking, insightful story, 
which locates its genesis in not 
yet disheartened times (1916 to 
present). The author is a man of 
words—a__ gifted preacher—but 
also a man of action. For instance, 
he helped the Canadian colonial 
branch of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society mature and become 
the Canadian Bible Society. In his 
book, Kenneth McMillan recalls 
and reports on those events and 
experiences, which taught him 
most deeply during his 96 years of 
living learning. 

With excellent editorial guid- 
ance from his daughter Catherine 
McGee, McMillan gets an achieve- 
ment-studded story onto 185 pages by focusing on the 
good news from God. In his teens, in accordance with the 
Presbyterian rite of enlisting as a member in the Body of 
Christ, Ken took a vow to focus on that good news; and that 
is the story this book leaves us with. Clearly, he meant his 
boyhood vow to be a life-long and life-embracing commit- 
ment. At 96, he still sees life as a discipleship, and his talents 
as gifts entrusted to him, a steward by the Holy Spirit. His 
ethos echoes St. Paul’s understanding of ministry, brought 
alive for Ken and his classmates at Knox College, Toronto, 
under the flame-throwing theology and personality of Rev. 
Dr.Walter Bryden, who was appointed principal in 1944. 

During all but the first of his six years of university and 
theological studies, McMillan supported himself by serving 
in—and learning from—Board of Missions appointments 
as a student minister with a charge in the Presbytery of 
Grey-Bruce-Maitland. In 1944, he emerged from his farm- 
ing community’s youth and apprentice training for 70 
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years of ordained ministerial 
service. For 65 of those years, 
Ken had the immense benefit 
of a blessed partnership—his 
1942 marriage to a gifted, avid, 
beautiful Burgoyne parishio- 
ner, Isobel McCannel. Ken ded- 
icates his book to Isobel’s life. 

An unsolved puzzle for 
our time is why springtime for 
churches like mine and Ken’s 
were so quickly turned into the 
cultural winter that perceptive 
prophets like Douglas John Hall 
and Charles Fensham discern as 
the onset of a new Dark Age. 

One of the few ambiguous 
or questionable judgments in 
the book comes on page 52: “It 
all came crashing down in the 
1960s.” Much of Christendom 
has indeed turned to dust but 
attributing that word “all” 
to an historic transformation 
contradicts the reality. There are islands of ongoing 
renewal and reformation—for example, in his own post- 
1957 pastoral engagements. Judging by the dynamic 
effectiveness of Ken McMillan’s own ministries through 
what he designates as “the crash,” his years with World 
Vision and especially his finale with St. Paul’s, Vaughan, 
Ont., the fire of his faith seems to demonstrate that the 
word “all” in his verdict is excessive. 

On the whole, this book is an important and well- 
presented story. McMillan made creative use of opportunities 
in the Presbyterian faith and, in turn, his story deserves a 
wide and attentive study. @ 


Rev. Stuart Coles and Rev. Ken McMillan were classmates 
at Knox College, Toronto, in the early 1940s. The book can 
be ordered from the author; write to Ken McMillan, 604-80 
Inverlochy Blvd., Thornhill ON L3T 4P3. 


Book Review FEATURES 


The God He Loves 


A POPULAR APOLOGETIC EXPLORES FAITH AND REASON. BY CALVIN BROWN 


CONFIDENT FAITH IN A WORLD THAT WANTS TO BELIEVE 


By Dr. Lawrence Brice 


arry Brice is a minister, an international 
speaker, the only full-time Presbyterian evan- 
gelist in Canada and a TV host. His book 
, looks at the need to witness to seekers caught 

between two worldviews: a modern scientific 
worldview that emphasizes the search for truth through 
rational facts, and the postmodern focus on truth revealed 
through life experience. 

Throughout the book, he shares an appeal to reason 
with arguments and short summaries of the thoughts of 
many great philosophers and theologians, without weighing 
down the reader who may have only a passing knowledge 
of them. He weaves in his personal experience and the story 
of how he came to faith so that the intellectual arguments 
are incorporated into his story. This book is not an attempt 
to overwhelm the reader with logical explanations for the 
faith; it is a testimony to the wisdom and faithfulness of a 
God who makes our journey here a rich experience to be 
shared. He does not attempt to convince his reader through 
overwhelming evidence for faith; he argues that reason is 
not the enemy of faith. 

Brice presents an explanation (an apologetic) in a 
popular, thoughtful way that reveals why the faith of the 
Christian is satisfying in both rational and experiential 
ways. In fact it is implied that both are necessary if we 
want to enjoy the confident living that faith offers. 
Clearly the influence of his mentor and teacher at New 
College, Edinburgh, T. F. Torrance, is present. Torrance 
was one of the foremost theologians of the 20th century 
and is noted for his groundbreaking book Theological 
Science, which argues for the rationality of the Christian 
faith. Convincingly and respectfully, Brice takes on such 
popular atheists as Christopher Hitchens and Richard 
Dawkins and shows the weakness of their arguments. He 
understands the difference between religion and faith 
and clearly understands those who have had enough of 
institutional religion. But he speaks to many who still 
wish to discover a faith that satisfies. 

The first part of the book outlines classical arguments 


for the existence of God and the second part answers 
the big questions we need in order to examine the 
claims of Christianity with integrity. They include: 
Is Jesus just another mythology? Why do the things Jesus 
did matter? Was Jesus just a martyr? Is there eternal life? 

While Brice is committed to the historic faith, he presents 
it as part of his personal story and invites the reader to join 
him in living this abundant life. It is not a life without 
struggles and pain and Larry very openly shares his own pain 
and failures. By the end of the book one feels they not only 
know Brice better but also feel more confident in coming to 
know the God he loves. @ 


Rev. Calvin Brown is now retired and busy as ever. 
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Foreigners 


BY JOAN BOND 


Many months we swayed over sand and scrub. 
The camels got ticks; our bodies got blisters. 
Twice, bandits robbed us of coin and food, 

but the treasure under our saddles 

was well hidden, destined for the One we sought. 


A curious nova lighting the heavens 

spurred our trip. The fluting of the wind 

and shuffling of broad, flat feet comforted us, 
but not the skulls with empty eyes 

in the rocky desert. Checkpoints manned 

by surly Roman conscripts did not deter us. 


In Jerusalem, Herod’s dark eyes narrowed 

at the mention of another rising ruler. 

We continued on to find the star above a house 

in Bethlehem. The mother smiled. The Child waved 
his right hand toward us. Dust danced. 

We prostrated in worship, presented our myrrh, 
frankincense and gold to the King of the Jews. 


A dream of swords and screams warned us 
of another way home; our path changed. 


One starlit night, surrounded by bawling camels 


and campfire smoke, we murmured how we ached, 
how we had journeyed from death to birth. & 


Joan Bond lives in Saskatchewan. 


Beulah Garrison, age 91, 
Saanich Peninsula, 
North Saanich, B.C. 
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St. Andrew’s, Streetsville, Ont. 


~ Renewal Has a Nam 


WE MUST TURN OUR THINKING TO THE FUTURE. BY FRED STEWART. 


This is my favorite time of year. 


I suspect I am not alone. The time leading up to Christmas is 
full of planning and activity in every area of my life. Family 
plans are huge. Plans to get together with friends are also 
important. Shopping becomes a bigger focus and stores 
are full of seasonal goods and excited people. There is an 
increased pace in life. 

Churches are planning and presenting special services 
and programs. I always look forward to seeing the loosely 
connected people of the congregation who show up, including 
students returning home from colleges and universities. 

At some point I will hear the major prophecies of Jesus 
read and I will read them again myself. A part of Advent for 
me is trying to gain the perspective of the Hebrews as they 
waited in hope for their coming Messiah. I think we can 


learn a lot about “waiting in hope” from them. 

Then Christmas celebrates the birth of our Saviour. It is 
the world-changing event when God showed up as a baby. 
The hopes and dreams of the centuries were fulfilled in him 
that night. 

In a little book called On the Incarnation, written 1,600 
years ago, Athanasius says: “He, the image of the Father, 
came and dwelt in our midst, in order that he might renew 
mankind made after himself, and seek out his lost sheep, 
even as he says in the gospel: ‘I came to seek and to save that 
which was lost.’” 

It was renewal of epic proportions. From a small town 
in the backwaters of the Roman Empire to a vibrant faith 
cascading throughout the Mediterranean World in one 
generation, the teachings of Jesus changed the world. 
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Each year 

WICM provides 

a food hamper 
and gift baskets 
to 100 families 
involved in our 
weekly programs throughout 
the year. You can help us 

to help them. 


PLEASE DONATE! 


Winnipeg Inner City 
Missions Of The 
Presbyterian Church 
In Canada 

P.O. Box 2444, Station Main 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4A7 

Flora House 

Anishinabe Fellowship Centre 


Anishinabe Place of Hope — 
Endaayaang 
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Our faith community and our 
corner of Christianity look back to the 
Reformation as the time of renewing 
and reestablishing our faith. It is 
difficult to overestimate the impact of 
this time on Reformed denominations 
around the world. 

Some others look back on the Great 
Awakening as the renewal that had the 
greatest impact. Still others look to other 
great national revivals or movements 
with the same intrinsic value. 

I say all this not to get a debate 
started on the relative significance 
of historical renewals but to actually 
turn our thinking to the future. 
Although I believe that rehearsing 
what God has done in the past is an 
important part of our worship and 
faith, I believe Advent calls us to hope 
and faith in what God will do in the 
future. Christmas isn’t just celebrating 
the birth of the Christ child, it is a 
reminder that we live now in the truth 
of Easter. It is the same Jesus who 
brings us both the anticipation and 
the assurance that God is still with us 
and still has much to do in redeeming 
us and all of creation. 

It is Jesus who established his 
church. It is Jesus who not only calls 
us but also equips us through the Holy 
Spirit to be his body. He has chosen 
as, imperfect as we are, to hold the 
treasure of the truth of God’s love as 
demonstrated in Jesus. The incarnation 
of Jesus continues through his church 


and his church, therefore, is tied into 
the hope of the world. 

It seems to me that there is a lot 
of transformation left for the church 
to experience if we are to live out this 
calling. While there are many beams 
of light reflecting the differences 
many communities and individuals 
are making, it is harder to see the 
overall church living out its God-given 
potential for hope. 

The hopes and dreams of renewal 
are not to reestablish the great 
movements of the past. They are not 
even to reconnect with the glory days 
of Christendom. They will not be 
fulfilled by greater numbers, newer 
buildings or greater influence in 
society and culture. 

No, we hope and pray for renewal 
so that we can be the church Jesus calls 
us to be. The world needs the real hope 
that comes only in the redemption 
and justice that the reign of Christ can 
bring. “Thy Kingdom come.” 

Luke 1:31 says, “And behold, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus.” 

This year, as we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus, may we seek his reign and 
renewal in each and every one of us. 

Renewal has a name and that 
name is Jesus, the Christ. 


Rev. Fred Stewart is executive director of 
the Renewal Fellowship. 
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Creating ae 


and Children - 


HOW MATERNAL HEALTH 
PROGRAMS ARE MAKING 

A DIFFERENCE IN MALAWI 

AND AFGHANISTAN . 


CC HEARD FROM SOME COMMUNITY MEMBERS ABOUT 
anew maternal health clinic and I told my husband 
I wanted to go there,” said Grana, a mother living in 
Afghanistan’s Laghman Province. “I felt I needed to see 
a midwife for my pregnancy and my husband agreed.” 
Currently in her seventh pregnancy, having experienced three 
previous miscarriages, Grana understands the importance of 
child and maternal healthcare. 

The statistics are daunting—a woman dies from 
complications during pregnancy and childbirth every minute 
(that’s 500,000 women each year). In developing countries 
children face higher infant mortality rates and are at an 
increased risk for birth defects and low birth weights. According 
to the World Health Organization, nine million children die 
every year before the age of five. The most shocking aspect of 
these daily tragedies is their preventable nature. 

As part of the Government of Canada’s Muskoka Initiative, 
PWS&D is partnering with CIDA to change this reality for 
women and children in Malawi and Afghanistan, where maternal 
and infant mortality rates are among the highest in the world. 

Working with local partners Church World Service 
- Pakistan/Afghanistan, the Blantyre Synod Health and 
Development Commission and members of the Uchembere 
Network for Maternal Health in Malawi, PWS&D’s child and 
maternal health program is helping improve access to health 
services, transform community attitudes, enhance mother 
and child nutrition, and empower women to make informed 
decisions that will improve the wellbeing of their entire family. > 
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*WITH FILES FROM CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 


A GIFT OF HOPE 


Grana (right) receiving 
regular antenatal care 
z. services from her midw 


establishing and upgrading health 
facilities, as well as equipping medical 
clinics with medicine and medical 
supplies 

training birth attendants, midwives, 
nurses and other health workers how 
to provide maternal and child health 
services 

working with local partners and 
communities to overcome cultural 
barriers that prevent women from 
receiving essential pre- and postnatal care 

conducting outreach with local 
and religious leaders to encourage 
awareness and promote 
maternal health in 
communities 

providing bicycle 

ambulances so 

women can reach 

hospitals quickly 

for a safe delivery 

educating women 

and men about the 


_ e fostering safe pregnancies and 
_ healthy growth in children by 

_ providing nutrition education 

_ and access to immunizations. 


The results are inspiring: 
" women and babies survive 
E childbirth more often, and 
_ children are given a strong 
start in life. 

After visiting the health 
clinic two kilometres from 


~ her home, Grana happily reports, “I 


am now getting regular antenatal care 
services from my midwife every month.” 
She is also attending health education 
sessions and cooking demonstrations to 
better her health and the health of her 
children in the long-term. 

Increasing awareness and changing 
community behaviours means women 
receive the support they need, while 
improving service delivery ensures 
health care is easily accessible. Women 
are more likely to seek and receive 
prenatal care and give birth in a hospital, 
greatly increasing their chances of safe 
delivery. By educating women about 
the importance of proper nutrition 
and breastfeeding, women have safer 
pregnancies and children receive the 
essential nutrients they need to grow 
healthy and strong. @ 


Donations to this program 
are matched by 


Canadian International 
Development Agency 


Agence canadienne de 
développement international 


The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada 
has a brand new 
Gifts of Change 
catalogue! 


Supporting communities zt 
in Canada and around the me 
world, the catalogue is filled with creative 
gift ideas for your friends and family 

so this Christmas you can give a gift 

that changes lives. 


helps one person become literate 


installs a latrine to promote better 
health 


helps a woman start a small 
vegetable garden 


provides a family with baby chicks 
and supplies for raising chickens 


provides a vulnerable youth with 
vocational training and employment skills 


trains a group of women to start 
and manage a savings group 
Make a gift in someone’s honour and we 
will send them a special gift card. 


Gifts can also be made online at 
WeRespond.ca/donate. 


Presbyterian World Service & Development 


A. i : development and relief agency of The Presbyterian Church in Ganada 


(800: 619-7201 ext, 29] 
PWsd@prespyterian. Ga 


WeRespondica : 


Editor; Karen Bokma, 
Gommunications Goordinator. 


Enclosed is my donation to PWS&D for: $ 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


EMAIL: 


Please contact me about 
becoming a monthly supporter 


| would like subscribe to 
the monthly e-newsletter | 


Please make cheques payable to PWS&D or make an online donation at 


WeRespond.ca 
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SOME CHRISTMAS POEMS OF ARTHUR 
(“ART”) VAN SETERS. BY HANS KOUWENBERG 


AS Van Seters was a student of theology, constantly seeking to understand 
and put bits and pieces of the Bible’s words into a kind of meaningful order; 
he practiced and taught preaching, regularly disciplining himself to discover 
and declare with power a relevant message from the written word; and he was 
a professor, a theological college administrator and a pastor, no doubt carefully 
marshalling the words he used to advance learning, to lead, or to offer comfort. 

Art also carved many wonderful things that he discovered embedded in 
wood and stone. Moreover, he skillfully arranged pieces of stained glass into 
works of art. He was also a gardener, frequently observing, digging, planting 
and sharing the fruits of things that grow in the earth. And he wrote poems. 

I first became aware of Art’s poetic impulse when I came across several of his 
poems in ARC, a Montreal-based Presbyterian quarterly, published in the mid- 
1970s, later to become a periodical of the McGill Faculty of Religious Studies. 

Just before he died, I wrote Art an email to express my appreciation for his 
various ministries to God and Christ’s Church and to tell him of what I felt 
was his marvelous ability with words, including his poetry, saying I wanted to 
see more of it published. Even though he was quite unwell he kindly sent me 
a reply, modestly telling me he was moved by what I had said. He included a 
copy of his latest poem, The Fragility of That Birth (2010), in which he sought 
to express the mystery of our Lord’s incarnation in words reflective of his own 
all-too real awareness of the fragility and mortality of human life. 

After his death, in conversation with Rowena, Art’s wife, I learned that such 
Christmas poems, often attentive to whatever was happening in his own private 
world, were a regular part of Christmas correspondence to his wide circle of 
family and friends. 

Art loved words; he listened to words; he played with words, in the most 
serious way possible; and, then he carefully chose and ordered certain words 
in such ways as to reveal new and deeper insights of faith and life that were 
constantly pulsating within him. @ 


Rev. Dr. Hans Kouwenberg is Presbyterian director of denominational formation 
at St. Andrew’s Hall, Vancouver. 
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Enabling A sell- 


EMotying Joy 


THE ESSENCE OF CHRISTMAS. ILLUSTRATIONS AND POEMS BY ART VAN SETERS 


giving 
receiving 

buying 

wrapping 

sending 

sticky fibres 
entangling all 
in festive gathering 
overtime 


evading 

pausing 
worshipping 

redirecting 

avoiding 

silken strands 

angelic 

peace within 

goodwill abroad 


in perpetuity 


_ ] OF Tei 
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Christmas 
tree of 

life 

cut down 

to lift up 

our source of 
joy 


O72 


the old man pondered 
the knock 
the gentle tap of one forlorn 


in the shaft of starlight 
when the door creaked ajar 
the best he could do 

was the stable out back 


and that became 
the mistake of his life 


that door should have been oiled 

to usher in the morning star 

to accompany the symphonic crescendo 
sung so angelically from on high 


it became the knock 


the old man forever would ponder 
-1975 


\ A 
i ere 
WF 1 


a peasant girl pregnant 
with a promise 

gave birth 

to hope 


-1976 


stranger at my door 


a family time 
familiar faces greet 
and clasp 

gtifte for the known 
and loved 

a warm and grateful 
sharing 


a carol singing time 
familiar music sounds 

a joy and gladness 

the journeys to Bethlehem 
are read again 

the candles flicker 

bread and wine 

are shared 


where ts the stranger? 


tt all began because 

the strangers knocked 

the strangers heard 

the strangers saw 

because God as Stranger came 


tn a world of strangers 
Christmas comes 

grace to us estranged 
and grace to any stranger 


avs 


Silhouette 

across the eastern sky 
beneath a blazing sun — 
below the clear cold stars 
persistently plodding 
beyond windswept dunes 
past sporadic oases 
toward a future promise 
behold the ungainly beast 
sign of humble plodders 
through the arid desert 
of our time 

burning with fired hope 
of a new creation 

-1978 


Nocturnal Sight 
out of the darkness 

I see you there 

shining all the time 
not a blinding light 
shattering the night 
but a distant beckoning 
for patient movement - 
from sadness or despair 
toward joy and hope 
-1979 


Smaliness Overtlowing 


a quivering whimper 
in a dank stable 
builds to crescendo 
bursting the bondage 
of muteness 


a flickering starlight 
in a chill sky 

blazes to brilliance 
shearing the shackles 
of darkness 


God’s outpouring 

in this season 

of Christmas 

seeps into our being 
quenching our thirsting 
‘til joy be full 

-1988 


Christmas Carver 
the chips curled curiously 
as the chisel followed 

the contours 

of the discarded driftwood 


slowly the wings arched 
hov’ring, brooding, poised 
to touch the shore’s debris 


the Carver could feel 
the muscular shoulders 
stretching 

and the body’s tender 
lightness 


the dove descended 
into the chaotic 
brokenness 

of a spiritless world 


and the Carver felt 

the incarnate being of another 
and knew the world of 
Christmas 

from the inside 

-1991 


Courageous Dreamer 
and where was Joseph 
courageous dreamer 

when mother and child 
took centre stage 

on the side street 

of nowhere? 


shadowed meekly 

trusting that light 

shining through dinginess 
was illumination enough 
besides 

it was her turn 

after years of silent pondering 
to speak of life-giving joy 


Joseph chose 
to watch and listen 
-1992 


‘Christmas Jubilee 


peace and good will to all 
(no exceptions) 
the angels sang 


so Christmas includes 
homelessness 

(businesses too brisk to care) 
a couple shut out 

(but try the shed) 

desperate 

(the baby is due) 


but that birth 

(as it turns out) 

is God’s new beginning 
a journey of coming home 
(as in jubilee returning) 
supplanting 

economics that divide 
toward a future order 
when no one will be 
homeless 

~1999 
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Family Christmas 
yuletide beckons us toward 
that distant holy family 


Mary, sharing inner secrets 
of a puzzling presence 
with aunt Elizabeth 


Joseph, wondering about 

a strange pregnancy 

sheepherders surprised 

by a spectacular birth announcement 
while eastern foreigners pursue 

a brilliant constellation 

toward beleaguered Bethlehem 

(then and now) 

and a very ordinary stable 


the promise from long ago is that 
each of us is joined to families 

(near and far, past and future) 

and invited into God’s very household 
in a joyous celebration of life 

-2002 


incarnation 67 


at midnight 

eternal word is 

light too bright fant eee 
for finite mefi mev LAls 
life's first whisper 

is descent 

to our depth 

is love 


to Pee 


at midnight thus 
god-as-mean c)Wund as mort 
points 


man toward god 
US 


a.vV.S. 
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Giving and Receiving 
the awesome gift 

of that Bethlehem birth 
still stirs true giving 

and in our receiving 

the longing to give 

moves beyond exchanging 
into deep relationship 
between giver and receiver 
wrapped in love 

and filled with joy 

-2007 


At Home 

home is often where 
we gather to celebrate in joy 
or remember in sadness 


over time our families ripple outward 
in widening circles 

but also dissipate with distance 

as each generation emerges 

to join the unfolding cycle of living 


in that first Bethlehem home 

a larger circle unfolded 

as the Creator reached out to embrace 
the whole human family 

to make connections 

healing the pain of loss 

and offering hope to deepen delight 
with a bond of unbreakable love 
-2008 


Refugees 

the couple were refugees 

whose precarious descent 

from the hill country of Nazareth 
to far off Bethlehem ended 

with an ambiguous stable welcome 


when word of the child’s birth 
reached the echelons of local power 
the family’s treacherous road 
descended further to distant Egypt 
where no welcome awaited them 


then in the mystery of refugee travel 
the most vulnerable guest turns out 
to be the ultimate welcomer 
revealing God’s grace-filled love 
announced with joy abounded 
-2009 


Self-Emptying Joy 
the fragility of that birth 
in the precarious hygienics 
of an ordinary stable 
reveals the acute mortality 
that God chose 

to reach us at the very core 
of our humanness 
enabling a self-emptying joy 
that transcends 

yet another Christmas 
with a celebration 

that gives lasting meaning 
to our earthly journey 
-2010 


The Essence of Christmas 
The essence of Christmas eludes 
until we stop to ponder 

its utterly radical origins 

in the ancient description 

of that humble Bethlehem birth 

as an act of divine self-emptying 

an absolute freely-chosen self-giving 


to be captured by this selfless loving 
is to be released from the pressures 
focused on arranging and getting 
and all those expectations within 
and without that miss 

what is essential to liberating us 

to discover the transforming presence 
of the giver who enables us 

to experience the joy of kenosis 

the very essence of Christmas @ 
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Kelli MacDonald, age 9, First, Pictou, N. 
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| Maggie Smith, age 10, Westminster, Paisley, Ont. 
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Alan Wybrow, Knox, 
North Easthope, Ont. 


Ellen, Sarah, Rowan, Adriana, Braden, Cohen and Katie, Kensington, P.E.I. 


Liam Donald, age 10, oS 
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Art Director’s Note COVER CONTEST ae 
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ES TH TO LST: HY STEAD TENS a 


= ; Deana Weyman, st. Andrew's, King City, Ont. 


Fay Strang, St. Andrew’s, Warkworth, Ont. 


hristmas is a very big deal in my household. 

Before the Halloween decorations have even 

come down, my four-year-old son Alex is beg- 

ging me to bring up the box of Christmas orna- 

ments and is desperately trying to convince me that, 

no, November 1st is not too early to build a gingerbread 

house, and that yes, Santa will probably visit him early 

so we'd better be ready. It’s such a blessing to see how a child experiences 
Christmas—with anticipation, joy, and incredible excitement. 

I’m fortunate to receive early Christmas gifts each year; our Christmas 

Art Contest submissions start to trickle in beginning in late October. I 

wait with great anticipation to see what our readers have created for us! 

__ This year we received over 60 pieces of artwork. There were cute crayon 

' drawings of Christmas trees and candy canes and extremely detailed and 

: stunning pieces by very talented artists. There was even one picture that 

i was created by a group of kids—what a great idea! 

I chose the cover art—a happy snowman by 12-year-old Liam 
Lokaisingh—because it jumped out at me as joyful. It put a smile on my 
face, as I hope it will for you too. I love the snowman’s big smile, I love 
his colourful mittens and scarf, I love the snowflakes. Christmas is a time 
of reflection and appreciation, but this particular piece reminded me of 
the joys of Christmas through a child’s eyes. 

Merry Christmas to you and your family! @ 


EL a ATR SH 


Caroline Bishop is the Record’s art director. 
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Liam Donald, age 10, 
St. Andrew’s, 
Streetsville, Ont. 


Soemine Tr Traced, age 13, 
St. Andrew’s, Streetsville, Ont. 
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Natalie Beechinor. age 12, St. / Andrew’ Ss, Streetsville, Ont. 


tke MacDonald, age" 


. First, Pictou;-N.S. 
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From the Moderator sack I 


Meeting Jesus in the Bible 


WHO DO YOU SAY HE |S? BY JOHN VISSERS 


AS Moderator I have been 


emphasizing the centrality of Jesus 
Christ in the life and mission of our 
church. I have been trying to talk 
about what it means to bear witness to 
Jesus Christ in a secular age. But this 
begs an important question. Which 
Jesus and whose Christ? 

This is not a new question. Jesus 
once asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that I am?” (Mark 8:27) 
They responded by rehearsing what 
they had heard on the street. People 
thought that Jesus was John the Baptist, 
or Elijah, or one of the prophets. Jesus 
then asked his disciples, “But who do 
you say that I am?” Peter spoke for 
the group and answered, “You are the 
Messiah (or the Christ), the Son of the 


Living God.” 
We're living in a culture where 
people either have increasingly 


diverse ideas about who Jesus is or 
little knowledge about him at all. 
Most people in Canada do not attend 
church and what they know about 
Christianity is often based on stereo- 
types or caricatures. 

At such a time the church has 
to be clear and confident in what 
it confesses about Christ. Images 
of Jesus based only on_ tradition 
or culture or experience or art or 
personal preference simply won’t do. 
Following Jesus today means taking 
the Bible and what it tells us about 
Jesus seriously, at least as seriously as 
we take our own thoughts. 

The truth is that Jesus asks the 
church in every generation, “Who 
do you say that I am?” and we can’t 


As followers of Jesus, 
we discover there is 
no real Jesus other than 
the Holy One we 
meet in the pages 
of Holy Scripture, 
Jesus the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God 


answer that question without being 
drawn back into the world of the Bible. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer once _ said 
the critical question for Christians is 
always, “Who is Jesus for us today?” 
Wrestling with that question leads to 
what one Christian writer calls the 
continuous conversion of the church. 
As followers of Jesus, we discover 
there is no real Jesus other than the 
Holy One we meet in the pages of 
Holy Scripture, Jesus the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God. Encountering 
the risen and ascended Christ in the 
words of the gospel changes us again 
and again. 


This should not surprise us. As 
Presbyterians we believe that the 
Old and New Testaments “reveal the 
Creator’s holy love,” as Living Faith 
puts it, and “lead us to Jesus Christ.” 
“Through the scriptures the church 
is bound only to Jesus Christ its King 
and Head.” Jesus Christ is “the living 
Word of God to whom the written 
word bears witness.” 

John Calvin had it right when he 
said, “This, then, is the true knowledge 
of Christ, if we receive him as he is 
offered by the Father: namely, clothed 
with his gospel.” Calvin saw that the 
Jesus of Christian faith is the Jesus 
of the Bible. The Jesus we are invited 
to follow is the Jesus revealed in the 
gospel. Faith, Calvin said, rests upon 
God’s word. “We cannot take the 
right road to Christ unless the gospel 
goes before us.” On that road, “the 
treasures of grace are opened to us.” 

As a church it may be that God is 
calling us to meet Jesus again for the 
first time in the Bible. We need to 
learn and teach the Bible if we expect 
to have anything meaningful to say 
about Jesus Christ in a secular age. 

As we prepare to _ celebrate 
Christmas, the words of the Reformer 
Martin Luther point us to a deep truth: 
“The Bible is the swaddling clothes 
and manger within which Christ was 
wrapped and laid.” That’s the “man- 
ger” we should be revisiting during this 
holy season. & 


Rev. Dr. John Vissers is principal of 
Presbyterian College, Montreal. 
jvissers@presbyterian.ca 
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National Offices, Toronto 

National church staff took on some new roles at this year's 
Halloween party: Elizabeth Bartlett, Liane Maki, Matt Foxall, Barb 
Summers, Karen Plater, Pat Martin, James Laurenson and Emily 
Vandermeer. Karen’s homage to The Muppets’ Swedish Chef won 
best costume. Elsewhere the Pension and Benefits team were busy 
carving an award winning pumpkin. 
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Queen Street East, Toronto 
After serving the congregation for two years as a lay 
leader, Rafael Vallejo was inducted this past October. 
Rev. Vallejo is the first Presbyterian Filipino-Hispanic 
Canadian to be ordained in Ontario. The lively service 
was attended by members of the Presbytery of East 
Toronto and Filipino and Vietnamese Christians from 
the neighbourhood. He’s congratulated here by Tom 
Nettleton, presbytery treasurer. 


St. John’s, Cornwall, 
and St. Matthew’s, 
Ingleside, Ont. 

Last year these two 
churches hosted Breakfast 
in Bethlehem Town for their 
local community. Members 
dressed in costumes and 
stayed in character for the 
event, which also included 
a petting zoo with sheep, a 
camel and donkey. 


People & Places BACK | 


Faith, Fort McMurray, 
Alta. 


At the beginning of October, 
members began filling a 

gift basket with toiletries, 
socks, towels and clothes for 
the Centre of Hope, a local 
organization serving homeless 
people in the community. By 
the end of the month, it was 
overflowing. Here Rev. Lisa 
Aide presents the basket to 
Stephen Bryant, co-ordinator 
for the Centre of Hope, while 
children hold the generous 
spill over. 


University of the Fraser Valley, 
Abbotsford, B.C. 

Rev. Dr. Richard Topping (front and centre), 
professor at the Vancouver School of 
Theology, represents Christianity in an 
inter-religious panel discussion. He and 
Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim and Sikh panelists 
each had 20 minutes to present their views 
on the existence of God and the question 
of human suffering. Topping “found it a 
friendly and engaging opportunity to 
converse on a topic of common concern.” 


Presbyterian Music 
Camp, Muskoka, Ont. 

In order to play Elvis Presley's Blue 
Christmas at the camp concert, this 
ukulele group first had to 

don the appropriate eyewear. 
They took their cues from 
workshop leader, Rich Hubick 
(centre back) of Doon, Kitchener. 


ON OUR WEBSITE: 

Pumpkin carving in St. Thomas, a fundraiser in Oakville, Knox College gets support from Knox, Ottawa, a conference is held in 
Haliburton, choir members retire and young people are confirmed in Whitby, a 50th anniversary in Winnipeg, an induction service in 
South Haven charge, and new elders are welcomed in North Bay. Plus, upload your own entry to our People and Places section online! 
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Des 


To place an ad call Carol McCormick at 
905-833-6200 ext. 25 or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


DSR HARCOURTS LTD. 


19 Duncan St., 3rd floor, Toronto, Ont. M5H 3H1 


Tel: 416-977-4408 x204 Fax: 416-977-3856 E-mail: info@harcourts.com 
Custom Tailored Academic and Choir Robes — Preaching Gowns and Stoles 


BULLAS “2° 
GLASS uv. 


15 Joseph Street, Kitchener 
Ontario, Canada N2G 1H9 


 Saae 658-0724 


COUT EXi 


Robemakers and Tailors 
Custom tailored clergy robes, 
Choir gowns, vestments, academic robes 


1270 The Queensway, Toronto, ON M8Z 1S3 
Tel: 416-503-1288 www.crownex.com 


Robert McCausland 
Limited 
Artists & Craftsmen 
of Stained Glass since 1856 


30 Chauncey Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2X4 
Tel. (416) 233-9530 1-800-563-1555 


Does your new employee read the 


Presbyterian Record? 


classifieds 


COINS. POSTCARDS. Buying all worldwide 
coins, banknotes and vintage postcards. 
Professional estate appraisals. Contact: 
Ross King, Box 571, Chesley, ON NOG 1L0. 
519-363-3143. rdking@bmts.com. 

Member ONA, CNA, ANA, CAND. 


EDWARDS 


GLASS COMPANY LTD. 


e custom designed memorial windows 
¢ traditional - contemporary 
e releading & restoration ¢ storm glazing 
e custom woodworking 
enquiries invited 


471 Newbold Street, 

London, Ont. N6E 1K4 

(519) 649-7225 

Fax: (519) 649-7226 
edwardsglassco@on.aibn.com 


ESTABLISHED 
1920 www.edwardsglass.net 


THEN 
) Proud Supporters of The Arthritis Society 


& loge’ ‘con 


ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN 
IN STAINED GLASS 
(905) 669-4244 
UNIT #6, 8481 KEELE STREET 
CONCORD, ONTARIO L4K 1Z7 


Find out! Place your employment ad in our next issue and find the perfect candidate fast. 


Contact Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 


or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 
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Ministry Opportunities Back 


Ministry Opportunities 


SYNOD OF THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

Merigomish, N.S.,St. Paul’s and Westville, 
St. Andrew's; Two-point charge; Interim 
Moderator Rev. lona MacLean, 17 Prince 
St., PO Box 1840, Pictou, NS BOK 1HO; 
902-485-4298; ionamac@eastlink.ca. 


SYNOD OF QUEBEC AND 

EASTERN ONTARIO 

Montreal, Cote des Neiges; Full-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Dr. Dan Shute, 
Presbyterian College, 3495 University 
St., Montreal, QC H3A 1A8; dshute@ 
presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Montreal, The Church of St. Andrew and 
St. Paul; Associate Minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, 3495 
University St., Montreal, QC H3A 
2A8; 514-288-5256 extension 202; 
pastoralstudies@presbyteriancollege.ca. 

Richmond, Ont., St. Andrew’s; Full-time; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Kelly Graham, 5533 
Dickinson St., Manotick,ON K4M 1A6; 
613-692-4228; revkgraham@gmail:com. 

Winchester, Ont., St. Paul’s; Chesterville, St. 
Andrew’s; Morewoog; Full-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Jim Ferrier, PO Box 131, 
Maxville, ON KOC 1T0; 613-538-2582; 
jim_olga@sympatico.ca. 


SYNOD OF CENTRAL, NORTHEASTERN 

ONTARIO AND BERMUDA 

Kitchener, Calvin; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. J. Mark Lewis, 54 
Queen Street N., Kitchener, ON N2H-2H2; 
519-578-4430; revmarklewis@gmail.com 

Markham, Markham Chinese; Full-time 
associate minister for English-speaking 
ministry; Interim Moderator Rev. Sam 
Priestley, 19 Elm Lea St., Markham, ON 
L3P 3M8; 905-294-1633; 
sam.priestley@bell.net. 

Nottawa, Emmanuel; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Heather Malnick, 
206 Murphy Rd., Baxter, ON LOM 1B1; 
705-424-0779; livingfaith@zing-net.ca. 

Oro, Trinity Community; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dr. Jim Sitler, 1003 Cherish Creek 


Lane, RR 3, Bracebridge, ON P1L 1X1; 705- 
645-5650; cherishcreek@sympatico.ca. 

Oshawa, Knox; Interim Moderator Rev. 
Jeremy Bellsmith, c/o Burns Presbyterian 
Church, 765 Myrtle Rd.W., Ashburn, 

ON LOB 1A0; 905-925-6346; jeremy@ 
burnschurch.org. 

Scarborough, Melville; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Dennis Cook, c/o St. Timothy's 
Presbyterian Church, 97 Burcher Rd., 
Ajax, ON L1S 2R3; 905-683-6122; 
dencook@rogers.com. 


SYNOD OF SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Bayfield, Knox; Part-time; Interim 
Moderator Rev. John Henderson, PO Box 
824, Exeter, ON NOM 186; 519-235-2608; 
henderson.johncharles@gmail.com. 

Brantford, Alexandra; Full-time minister; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Chris Little, 

64 Blandford St., PO Box 99, Innerkip, 
ON NOJ 1MO; 519-469-3904; clittle@ 
execulink.com. 

Burlington, Knox; Full-time minister; Interim 
Moderator Rev. Robert Docherty, c/o 
Knox Presbyterian Church, 461 Elizabeth 
St., Burlington, ON L7R 4B1; 905-333- 
3013; revbob.docherty@gmail.com. 

Jarvis, Knox and Walpole, Chalmer’s; Full- 
time minister for two-point charge; 
Interim Moderator Rev. Cathy Kay, 101 
Chapman St.W., Port Dover, ON NOA 1NO; 
519-583-2344; kay.clan5@gmail.com. 


SYNOD OF MANITOBA AND 

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 

Kenora, Ont., Anamiewigummig-Kenora 
Fellowship Centre; Executive Director; 
Peter Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., 
Winnipeg, MB R3K OL1; 204-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mymts.net. 

Winnipeg, First; Interim Moderator Peter 
Bush, 197 Browning Blvd., Winnipeg, MB 
R3K OL1; 04-837-5706; 
peterwwpres@mymts.net. 


SYNOD OF SASKATCHEWAN 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF ALBERTA AND 
THE NORTHWEST 
No vacancies at this time. 


SYNOD OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Comox Valley, Comox Valley; Interim 
Moderator Rev. John Green, 579 Grayson 
Rd., Campbell River, BC VOW 6K3; 
revjohngreen@gmail.com. 

Vancouver, Vancouver Taiwanese; Interim 
Moderator Dr. Ted Siverns; 604-530-2401; 
tsiverns@lightspeed.ca. 

Victoria, Trinity; Interim Moderator 
Rev. Irwin Cunningham, c/o Saanich 
Peninsula Presbyterian Church, 9296 
East Saanich Rd., North Saanich, BC 
V8L 1H8; 250-656-2241; 
minister@saanichpeninsulapc.org. @ 


Obituaries 


Fourney, John Roberts, 
aged 95, passed away on 
Sunday, August 26 after 
a brief illness. He was 
predeceased by his wife, 
Eileen and son, Edgar. 
His other son, Rev. Dr. 
Lloyd Fourney (Mamie) 
passed away three days 
later in Edmonton. John 
is survived by Dr. Robert 
Fourney (Janice), seven grandchildren 
and 14 great grandchildren. 

He was a member of St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Lancaster, Ont., 
where he served until his death. Or- 
dained an elder in 1959, he was clerk 
of session from 1968 until 1995. He 
taught in the Sunday school and Vaca- 
tion Bible School. He sang in the choir 
and was involved in Scouting. He was 
progressive in his thinking and en- 
couraged the church to move forward 
with new innovative ideas. He will »> 
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WH sack Obituaries 


be remembered as a faithful servant of 
Jesus Christ. . oh ia 


Wannamaker, Louise Nelson 
(Woods), wife of the late Clifford Wan- a 
namaker passed away in her 84th year fr; * 
at Moira Place, Tweed, Ont., on July 25, 
2012. She is survived by sons Philip and po * # 
Robert and their families. i & 
For about 60 years, Louise served St. 4 “* 3 v . s # e 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Tweed, int 
in the choir, Presbyterian Women’s As- Z @ te 
sociation, board of managers, kirk ses- ga F + o 
sion and also the Presbytery of Kings- & se : * 
ton. Louise contributed to local educa- ue dtd i 
tion as a teacher and vice-principal and 
as a member of the board of governors ig ; r ey 
of Loyalist College, Belleville, Ont. Her Vg { 
community involvement included the 
Women’s Institute and the Order of bs 
the Eastern Star. @ 4 Marsha Sylvia, St. Matthew’s, Ingleside, Ont. 


yt 


® 


To feature your employment opportunity please contact 
Carol McCormick at 905-833-6200 ext. 25 
or email: cmccormick@canadads.com 


The Presbyterian College, Montreal 
invites applications and nominations for the position of 


PRINCIPAL 


We are an autonomous theological college of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, affiliated with McGill University and member of the Montreal 
School of Theology with the Montreal Diocesan and United Theological 
Colleges. 


A complete position profile is available at the College. Nominations and 


applications, accompanied by a curriculum vitae and names of three or 
more referees, should be submitted prior to December 15, 2012, to: 


The Rev. Victor C. Gavino, Convener, 

Search Committee, The Presbyterian College 
3495 University Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2A8 
Phone: 514-288-5256; Fax: 514-288-8072 

Email: info@presbyteriancollege.ca 


In accordance with Canadian immigration requirements, this advertisement is directed to Canadian 

citizens and permanent residents. The appointment is subject to approval by the Presbyterian A ’ 

Church in Canada. The Presbyterian College is an equal opportunity employer. puye McCann, age’7, St. Andrew's, 
King Street, Toronto 
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The Gifts of Change catalogue 
provides examples of what your 


Its o6C : 
(5 | — donation can achieve in helping 
| J Sof hange ’ other people in Canada and 


around the world. 


°50 buys one bicycle for a 
minister in Malawi or Kenya 
so they can reach rural and 
remote areas 


© 00 buys books and 
supplies for one First 
Nations student in 
Saskatoon working to 
complete their grade 12 
standing 


“220 trains a nurse in how 
to help mothers in Malawi 
and Afghanistan deliver and 
care for their new babies 


Order free copies for your whole 
congregation or group today. 
Contact The Book Room at 
bookroom@presbyterian.ca 

coer or 1-800-619-7301. 


Meee 
A re 


Give a gift that matters! Together we are changing lives. 


‘Thank 


Make a gift in the name of a 

_ friend or family member and 

| we'll send them a Gift Card 
on your behalf! 


t The Presbyterian Presbyterian World 
BAGH Church in Canada Service & Developement 


9 sack Christmas 


But What if Christmas 
Really is True? 


OVERTIME ANY EXPERIENCE CAN BECOME ROUTINE. BY ALLEN MACARTNEY 
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Meghan Perry age 7, 


First, Penetanguishene, Ont. 


In recent years at Christmas, r've veen asking 


myself a single question: “But what if it really is all true?” 
The question never fails to shock me. It’s one of the things I 
love about Christmas. The question gives a jolt to my numb 
thinking patterns. 

Are you like that, too? 

I’ve been a Christian a long time. I believe God sent his Son 
to a small, insignificant Palestinian village called Bethlehem 


_ out of great love for us, and to eventually die as our Saviour. 


(Even Roman historians record some events of his life.) 

But over time any experience, no matter how cata- 
clysmic and awesome, can become routine and taken for 
granted. (Marriages are famous for this.) While the days 
and weeks and months of a normal, busy year pass like 
snowflakes blowing by a window, the glitter, the mystery 
and significance of God’s love-invasion of Earth starts to 
fade in my mind. Through inattention, I sometimes let it 
pale into a comfortable monotone of familiarity. My heart 
becomes dulled to the explosive significance: God loves 
his people so much that He sent His own royal Son to a 
dirty little stable to live with them, to share their experi- 
ences in poverty, and eventually get killed by people who 
called themselves religious. 

What a paradox! 

Imagine what it means if God really does love us that 
much! 

I celebrate Christmas by recognizing that this story is 
no beautiful myth, no sentimental folklore dreamed up 
by a religious elite cloistered away in some comfortable 
tower. The story is too remarkable for human imagination. 
It brims over with a spectacular truth that will echo in our 
hearts for all eternity. 

The question makes my sometimes cold heart start to 
burst with loving affection for our Lord God. It makes me 
feel like a contented puppy, lying at the feet of his master, 
tail happily thumping against the floor. All is well. 

And the question that brings it back to me each year is 
this: “But what if it really is all true?” Hf 


Allen Macartney worships at Gloucester, Ottawa, 
where his wife serves as minister. 


continued from page 50 


but it had bright red lights flashing in 
each nostril of its nose. Icy steam was 
wafting in through the door and there 
was a great uproar of stomping hooves, 
shaking horns and the raunchiest rude 
reindeer racket you have ever heard. 
Kids would be screaming in horror and 
delight; the littlest diving under the 
benches that their mothers sat on. 

And suddenly Santa Claus would 
turn around from diving into his 
sack of toys and bellow at the top of 
his lungs: “Get outta here right now 
Rudolph, before you mess the floor.” 
Rudolph would back out and the heavy 
door would slam shut. Santa would 
turn around and dive into his sack 
once again. And again the door would 
burst open. The reindeer would barge 
in again, just up to its shoulders mind 
you, and the whole performance would 
repeat itself, three or four times. 

Suddenly Santa would shoulder 
his heavy sack again, turn and go 
charging out the door hollering at 
Rudolph. We would all let out screams 
of disappointment. Santa was leaving 
without giving us any toys. But after 
a bit he would return, apparently 
only having left to tie Rudolph to the 
hitching post. 

Santa would apologize and slowly 
and thoughtfully lay his sack down 
again. We would all be staring at the sack 
as Santa would pull up a chair and slowly 
say, “Have I ever told you about old 
Rudolph?” And before we could all say 
“yes” to try and get the jolly fat man to 
get on with the presents before another 
reindeer interruption, Santa would burst 
into the song that told Rudolph’s story. 
In a rich bass voice he would sing the 
whole song: “Rudolph the red-nosed 
reindeer had a very shiny nose ...” 

Then Santa handed out the presents, 
and that was about it. But there was 
something else going on. Deep in 
the inmost part of my being, I was 
appropriating the reindeer story as the 
Christmas story. And so, when it came 
time for me to hear the real Christmas 
story, I simply laid it overtop of the 


The true Christmas story 
is about those whose 
noses are caked in the 

muck and the guck of sin; 

it’s about sinners getting 
loved and accepted and 
forgiven by God 


reindeer story. I became a believer in 
Christ with what Craig Larson calls 
the “Rudolph-the-Red-Nosed-Reindeer 
syndrome.” Larson writes in Pastoral 
Grit: “There have been periods in my life 
when I have fallen prey to the Rudolph- 
the-Red-Nosed-Reindeer syndrome. In 
the reindeer pecking order, Rudolph 
was a nobody. Then came that foggy 
Christmas Eve, when Rudolph had 
an ability that others valued—a nose 
that glowed in the dark. After he saved 
Christmas, the song says, ‘Then all the 
reindeer loved him ...’ I thought that if 
‘my nose glowed in the dark,’ I would 
be accepted and loved. This mentality 
seems to be driven by the real world. The 
world revolves around performance: do 
what others value to earn money and 
pay the bills; express love to family and 
friends to have healthy relationships ... 
that assumption has even affected my 
relationship with God.” 


For the Journey Iq 


If I am bone honest, I still wrestle 
with the  Rudolph-the-Red-Nosed- 
Reindeer syndrome. But here’s the 
thing. The Christmas story, the true 
Christmas story, is not a reindeer story. 
The true Christmas story is all about 
the birth of the Son of God, by a virgin. 
And its whole point is that this baby 
comes as the Saviour of God for the 
world, for you, for me. And whether 
or not our nose glows in the dark has 
nothing to do with it. It’s not about 
my performance, or your performance, 
pleasing God or humanity. In fact, the 
most amazing thing about the baby 
born in a manger is what the angel 
Gabriel tells everyone, including the 
young betrothed pregnant mother, the 
confused dad with his own catalogue 
of sins, and the shocked shepherds, 
perhaps the lowest of society: “Do not 
be afraid; for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy which will be for all 
the people; for today in the city of David 
there has been born for you a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 

The true Christmas story is not a 
reindeer story. It is not a story about 
those who perform well, with noses 
glowing, getting loved and accepted 
and forgiven by God. It’s about those 
whose noses are caked in the muck 
and the guck of sin; it’s about sinners 
getting loved and accepted and forgiven 
by God. That is what salvation means; 
that’s what Christmas celebrates; that’s 
what the Christ child gives to you and 
me as his gift. The apostle Paul, whose 
catalogue of past sins included brutal 
religious persecutions and complicity 
in murder, would meet this saving 
Christ and accept his salvation and be 
radically changed by it. Later he would 
write: “For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this not from 
ourselves, it is the gift of God—not 
by works, so that no one can boast” 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). = 


Rev. David Webber is a minister of the 
Cariboo, B.C., house church ministry and 
the author of several books. 
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Eleanor, age 8, 
Westminster, Paisley, Ont. 


Not a Reindeer Story 


THIS GIFT OF GOD. sy DAvID WEBBER 


I well remember the Christmas concerts of 
my youth. Each year, Mrs. Rogers was expected to put on 
a concert that would entertain the whole community. 
We pretty much ceased to do any real schoolwork from 
about mid-October until Christmas in the little one-room 
schoolhouse. Come the night of the concert, all of us little 
thespians from grades one to seven, each playing several 
different parts in the elaborate play, gathered an hour early 
at the school to get costumed. The community hall would 
fill up. We would peek through the bedsheet curtains in 
great excitement. The lights would be dimmed. And then 
it would start. 

Then in a flash it was over, or at least it seemed like that. 
Around the time that the post-performance euphoria was 
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kicking in, Santa Claus would suddenly burst in the heavy 
community hall doors, bellowing at the top of his lungs in 
a rich bass voice that sounded a lot like Grandpa’s: “Ho ho 
ho! Are there any good little boys and girls in here?” 

Of course we were all very good little boys and girls; 
at least that night we were—even my friend Ricky. Santa 
would stomp up to the huge Christmas tree at the front 
of the hall. Down from his back came a great humungous 
sack with a great big whack. And just when Santa was 
about to dig into it, and we were at the height of shivering 
expectation, suddenly the door to the hall would burst 
open again. The head and neck of a humongous reindeer 
would burst into the hall. It looked a lot like Ernie Shaw’s 
trophy six-point mule deer buck, 


90913 17 


continued on page 49 
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>.” The shepherds said to one another: 


Se, og eee “Let us now go even unto 
bc Bethlehem, and see this thins 
Bll Richer, age 83, which is come to pass.” 


| Saanich Peninsula, Noth Saanich, B.C. 
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